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The  years  of  1864  and  1865  were  momentous  QV'e.\ 
for  the  North  and  South  ahke.  With  the  Confedr ;.',.; 
making  a  final,  determined  effort  to  defend  itr.  r//,vht 
to  secede  from  the  Union  and  to  establish  a  seprate 
government,  North  Carolina  shared  in  the  i^',hf>:iJd'i\  of 
temporal  victories  and  the  despair  of  irreversible 
defeats.  In  their  search  for  direction  during  these  two 
chaotic  years,  the  state's  leaders  and  its  commoners 
as  well  looked  to  William  Alexander  Graham  for 
stable  guidance.  Dr.  Williams  comments,  "The  fre- 
quently unwarranted  criticism  of  Graham  for  not 
saying  or  doing  just  what  his  critics  desired  was  an 
interesting  indication  of  the  place  he  held  in  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  the  people.  Their  pleasure  in 
having  him  in  the  Confederate  Senate  was  often 
mingled  with  deep  regret  at  losing  him  from  the 
state  Senate.  Vance  aptly  expressed  this  feeling  when 
he  wrote:  'You  ask  who  will  supply  Graham's  place 
in  the  Senate.  I  don't  know — ^it  can't  be  supplied.  The 
legislature  is  a  very  weak  body  at  best,  and  after 
Graham  is  taken  out,  it  is  a  catfish  without  a  head 
[Zebulon  B.  Vance  to  Edward  J.  Hale,  February  4, 
1864].'" 

Graham's  correspondence  in  these  years  was  vol- 
uminous. State  Treasurer  Jonathan  Worth  consulted 
him  about  fiscal  problems,  David  L.  Swain  and 
Samuel  F.  Phillips  exchanged  ideas  with  him  about 
current  affairs,  William  W.  Holden  recognized  his 
influence  and  respected  him  as  an  erstwhile  ally  and 
a  formidable  adversary,  his  family  understood  his 
responsibilities  as  a  state  leader,  and  Governor  Vance 
trusted  him  implicitly.  The  correspondence  in  this 
sixth  volume  sheds  new  light  on  these  personal 
relationships. 

Volume  VI  contains  letters  from  D.  H.  Hill  which 
give  the  general's  version  of  the  impasse  between 
himself  and  Jefferson  Davis.  There  are  letters  from 
Graham's  soldier-sons  describing  importart  military 
actions,  family  letters  about  weddings  and  >'i  on  the 
home  front,  letters  from  plantation  oversee  s  beset 
with  postwar  problems,  and  letters  from  friei  •>>  con- 
cerned about  Graham's  futile  efforts  to  ob;.;v  ^  a 
pardon  after  the  war.  All  suggest  the  trauma  .f  a 
people  caught  up  in  a  maelstrom  of  unfathomi^bi 
events. 
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THE  PAPERS  OF 
WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  GRAHAM 


A  marble  bust  of  William  A.  Graham  is  displayed  on  a  niche  in  the  rotunda  of  the 
Capitol  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  The  sculptor  Frederick  W.  Rickstull  was  com- 
missioned by  the  North  Carolina  Historical  Commission  to  make  the  bust,  which  was 
completed  in  November,  1909,  and  unveiled  on  January  12,  1910.  On  this  occasion 
addresses  were  made  by  several  prominent  North  Carolinians,  including  Governor 
William  W.  Kitchen.  The  photograph  is  from  the  Albert  Barden  Collection,  North 
Carolina  Division  of  Archives  and  History. 
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FOREWORD 


Five  volumes  of  The  Papers  of  William  Alexander  Graham 
were  published  between  1957  and  1973  and  plans  made  for  an 
additional  three  volumes.  Dr.  Max  R.  Williams,  professor  of  his- 
tory, Division  of  Social  Sciences,  Western  Carolina  University, 
assumed  the  editorship  of  the  series  following  the  death  of  J.  G. 
de  Roulhac  Hamilton,  his  predecessor  as  editor.  Volume  V  was 
published  as  a  joint  editorial  project  of  Drs.  Williams  and 
Hamilton,  but  the  work  on  this  volume  was  done  almost  exclu- 
sively by  Dr.  Williams.  It  is  true  that  Dr.  Hamilton  had  made 
preliminary  selection  of  documents  and  had  them  typed,  but  this 
work  served  only  as  a  starting  point  from  which  Dr.  Williams  pro- 
ceeded. Acknowledgment  should  be  made,  however,  of  the  con- 
tribution made  by  Dr.  Hamilton  to  this  and  earlier  volumes. 

The  decision  was  made  to  include  small  pictures  of  Graham's 
correspondents  when  they  were  available.  Because  of  the  difficulty 
of  crediting  these  under  the  pictures,  the  following  information  is 

being  included  here:  copied  from  Phillips  Russell,  The  Woman 
Who  Ra?ig  the  Bell  (Chapel  Hill:  University  of  North  Carolina 
Press,  1949)  and  used  by  permission  are  pictures  of  Samuel  Field 
Phillips,  James  Phillips,  Benjamin  S.  Hedrick,  B.  F.  Moore,  Kemp 
Plummer  Battle;  picture  of  Robert  Hall  Morrison,  after  a  portrait, 
furnished  by  the  Davidson  College  News  Bureau;  picture  of  John 
Berry,  from  a  dagueireotype,  copied  from  Pauline  O.  Lloyd  and 
Allen  A.  Lloyd,  History  of  the  Churches  at  Hillsborough,  N.C. 
(Privately  published:  n.d.).  All  others  are  from  the  files  of  the 
Division  of  Archives  and  History. 

Mrs.  Mary  Reynolds  Peacock,  historical  pid^lications  editor 
with  the  Historical  Publications  Section  of  the  Division  of  Archives 
and  History,  went  over  the  copy  preparatory  to  its  being  set  in 
type.  She  saw.  the  book  throtigh  the  press  and  worked  closely  with 
Dr.  Williams  throughout  the  months  the  voltime  was  in  prepara- 
tion. 

The  Division  of  Archives  and  History  expresses  appreciation 
to  Dr.  Williams  for  his  careful  scholarship  in  making  possible  the 
continuation  of  the  series.  Volumes  VII  and  VIII  will  be  published 
when  funds  become  available. 

Memory  F.  Mitchell 
Hist  orica  I  Pu  hlicati  ofis  A  dm  ijjistra  t  or 
Aprils,  1976 


INTRODUCTION 

This  volume  contains  Graham  manuscripts  for  the  last  months 
of  the  Civil  War  and  the  first  months  of  Reconstruction.  The  time- 
frame is  narrow  (1864-1865)  because  this  was  a  period  of  intense 
public  activity  for  Graham,  his  family,  and  his  political  associates. 
His  attention  was  clearly  turned  to  the  problems  of  war  and  peace. 
As  a  Confederate  senator,  a  respected  North  Carolina  political 
leader,  and  the  father  of  five  Confederate  officers,  William  A. 
Graham  observed  the  decline  of  southern  fortunes  from  a  unique 
vantage.  His  letters  from  Richmond  to  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  David 
L.  Swain,  and  Susan  Washington  Graham  are  especially  important. 
Letters  from  his  sons — John  Washington,  James  Augustus,  and 
Robert  Davidson — reveal  the  hopes  and  ultimate  plight  of  Lee's 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  Postwar  materials  reflect  the  universal 
southern  problems — adjustment  to  defeat,  to  economic  collapse, 
to  political  impotence,  and  to  social  change. 

In  1864-1865  Graham  was  confronted  by  a  troublesome  dilemma. 
Although  he  loved  the  old  Lhiion  and  advocated  a  negotiated 
peace,  he  believed  that  North  Carolina  should  honor  her  com- 
mitments to  the  Confederacy  and  to  her  sons  in  arms.  Neverthe- 
less, he  continued  his  efforts  to  limit  the  power  of  the  Davis  govern- 
ment over  the  Confederate  citizenry  by  opposing  conscription  and 
suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  In  the  debates  of  early 
1865  over  arming  slaves,  Grahain  adopted  the  predictably  conser- 
vative position  that  to  arm  slaves  would  undermine  one  important 
cause  for  which  the  war  had  been  fought.  When  the  Confederacy's 
military  posture  became  untenable,  Graham  and  his  old  friend 
and  confidant,  David  L.  Swain,  were  instrumental  in  the  contro- 
versial arrangements  for  the  smrender  of  Raleigh  to  General 
William  T.  Sherman.  Many  North  Carolinians  believed  that  the 
war  should  be  continued,  with  no  quarter  asked. 

Graham's  1865  postwar  role  was  generally  less  controversial  but 
in  some  ways  even  more  frustrating.  Although  called  by  his  fellow 
citizens  to  positions  of  leadership,  he  fotind  it  necessary  to  seek 
pardon  for  his  Confederate  service  as  a  concomitant  to  his  res- 
sumption  of  civil  and  political  rights.  Particularly  galling  was  the 
necessity  to  seek  the  endorsement  of  his  pardon  by  Nortli  Carolina 
Provisional  Governor  William  W.  Holden,  an  erstwhile  political 
adversary,  secessionist,  and  "peacenik."  Graham's  application  for 
pardon,  which  summarizes  his  views  on  secession  and  the  war. 


reflects  the  plight  of  the  southern  Unionist  who  felt  compelled  to 
support  the  Confederacy  once  secession  had  become  a  reality.  At 
the  end  of  1865,  despite  his  election  to  the  United  States  Senate, 
William  A.  Graham  hopefully  awaited  his  pardon. 

Since  the  June,  1973,  publication  of  Graham  Papers,  volume  V, 
several  readers  have  suggested  that  the  role  of  the  present  editor 
should  be  further  clarified.  When  Dr.  J.  G.  De  Roulhac  Hamilton 
died,  four  volumes  of  Graham  manuscripts  had  been  published 
and  four  had  been  projected.  He  left  typescripts  and  partial  notes 
for  the  years  1857  through  1875.  Upon  assuming  responsibility  for 
the  project,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  research  all  archival  sources 
pertinent  to  the  projected  volumes.  Several  hundred  additional 
letters  and  documents  were  selected  for  inclusion  in  hopes  of 
providing  a  more  balanced  view  of  social  and  economic  conditions 
and  family  relationships.  In  keeping  with  Dr.  Hamilton's  initial 
editorial  decision,  legal  papers — of  which  there  are  hiuidreds — 
were  omitted.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  include  all  the  numerous 
Graham  manuscripts;  however,  the  reader  may  be  assured  that  all 
materials  have  been  carefully  evaluated  for  their  historical  signifi- 
cance. 

All  footnotes  and  their  documentation  for  volumes  V-VIII  will 
have  been  prepared  by  the  present  editor.  A  diligent  effort  has 
been  made  to  explain  "mysterious"  events  and  to  identify  scores 
of  people.  Although  it  has  not  been  possible  to  succeed  in  every 
case,  particular  attention  has  been  given  to  identifying  all  cor- 
respondents. In  some  instances  the  notes  may  seem  more  numerous 
and  lengthy  than  necessary.  If  this  be  error,  it  is  calculated  error 
based  on  the  assumption  that  some  readers  will  be  less  familiar 
with  nineteenth-century  North  Carolina  than  others. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Graham  Papers  will  provide  insight  and 
enjoyment  for  historians — lay  and  professional — in  years  to  come. 

Max  R.  Williams 
Cullowhee,  North  Carolina 
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CHRONOLOGICAL  LIST  OF  THE  PAPERS 

OF 
WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  GRAHAM 

1864-1865 

Letters  Written  By  William  Alexander  Graham 


Place 


Date 


Written  to 


Cottage  Home,  Lincoln 

County 
Hillsboro' 
Hillsboro' 
Hillsboro' 


Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Hillsboro' 

Hillsboro' 

Hillsboro' 

Hillsboro' 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond. 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 

Richmond, 


Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 


Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 


January  6,  1864 
January  29,  1864 
March  5,  1864 
April  21,  1864 

May  2,  1864 
May  5,  1864 
May  6,  1864 
May  15,  1864 
May  19,  1864 
May  22,  1864 
May  22,  1864 
May  22,  1864 
May  24,  1864 
May  25,  1864 
May  30,  1864 
June  1,  1864 
June  30,  1864 
August  8,  1864 
August  15.  1864 
November  4,  1864 
November  26,  1864 
November  29,  1864 
December  17,  1864 
December  21,  1864 
December  22,  1864 
December  23,  1864 
January  8,  1865 
January  14,  1865 
January  28,  1865 
January  28,  1865 
February  5, 1865 
February  5, 1865 
February  10, 1865 
February  12.  1865 
February  12, 1865 
February  18, 1865 
February  22. 1865 
February  26, 1865 


Zebulon  B.  Vance 

Edward  J.  Hale 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

David  L.  Swain 

[with  appended  notation] 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Zebidon  B.  Vance 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Daniel  L.  Russell 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

John  D.  Hyman  [copy] 

Edward  J.  Hale 

David  L.  Swain 

David  L.  Swain 

David  L.  Swain 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

David  L.  Swain 

Iheophilus  H.  Hunter 

James  A.  Bryan 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

David  L.  Swain 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

David  L.  Swain 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

David  L.  Swain 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

David  L.  Swain 

Susan  Washington  Graham 


Xlll 


Richmond,  Virginia 

Richmond,  Virginia 
Richmond,  Virginia 
Richmond,  Virginia 
Richmond,  Virginia 
Hillsboro' 
Hillsboro' 
[Hillsborough] 
Wake  County 


Hillsboro' 

[Hillsborough] 

Hillsboro* 

Raleigh 

Hillsboro' 

Hillsboro' 

Hillsboro' 

Hillsboro' 
[Hillsboro'] 


Hillsboro' 
Hillsboro' 
Charlotte 


Hillsboro' 

Hillsboro' 

Hillsboro' 

Raleigh 

Washington,  D.C. 

Hillsboro' 


February  28,  1865 

March  4,  1865 
March  8,  1865 
March  10,  1865 
March  12,  1865 
March  26,  1865 
April  8,  1865 
April  [9?],  1865 
April  12.1865 


May  11,  1865 
May  13,1865 
Julys,  1865 
July  25,  1865 
August  13,  1865 
August  16,  1865 
September  14,  1865 

October  4,  1865 
October  16,  1865 


October  16,1865 

October  18,  1865 

November  1,  1865 

November  4,  1865 
November  14,  1865 
November  14,  1865 
November  18,  1865 
November  29,  1865 
December  10,1865 
December  27,  1865 


Isaac  M.  St.  John 

[with  enclosure] 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

David  L.  Swain 

David  L.  Swain 

David  L.  Swain 

David  L.  Swain 

William  T.  Sherman  [from 

William  A.  Graham  and 

David  L.  Swain,  with 

enclosure] 

David  L.  Swain 


David  L.  Swain 

Andrew  Johnson 

Carlisle  and  Kennedy 

David  L.  Swain 

Orange  County  Neighbors 

[open  letter] 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

William  E.  Pell 

[open  letter  on 

Test  Oath] 

David  L.  Swain 

[  a  fragmen  t] 

T.  H.  Hughes  et  als. 

[open  letter] 

William  E.  Pell 

[telegram] 

Paul  C.  Cameron 

William  W.  Holden 

Andrew  Johnson 

David  L.  Swain 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Susan  Washington  Graham 

Jonathan  Worth 

[with  two  enclosures] 


Letters  and  Telegrams  to  William  Alexander  Graham 


Place 

Raleigh 

Leachburg 
Salem 


Date 


Written  by 


January  4,  1863  [1864] 


January  6,  1864 
January  7,  1864 


Zebulon  B.  Vance 

[telegram] 

James  \ .  Leach 

Darius  H.  Starbuck, 

Matthias  Masten,  Israel  G.  Lash, 

Peter  A.  Wilson,  William  H.  Wheeler 


XIV 


Richmond,  Virginia 

Richmond,  Virginia 

Melville 

Farmwell 

Raleigh 

Camp  Taylor,  Virginia 

Fayetteville 

Richmond ,  Virginia 

Rural  Hill 

Richmond ,  Virgin  ia 

Fayetteville 

Rutherford  ton 

Asheville 

Raleigh 

Raleigh 

Camp,  27th  N.C.  Regiment 

[near  Richmond] 
We  Id  on 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia 

[with  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill] 
Raleigh 
Camp,  27th  N.C.  Infantry 

[Army  of  Northern  Virginia] 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 

Richmond,  Virginia 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Near  Orange  Courthouse, 

Virginia 
Chapel  Hill 
Raleigh 
Cottage  Home 

[Uncoln  County] 
Warren  Neck 
Raleigh 
Camp,  27th  N.C.  Infantry 

[Army  of  Northern  V^irginia] 
Cottage  Home 

[Lincoln  County] 
Raleigh 

Camp  Holmes,  near  Raleigh 
Chapel  Hill 
Fort  Fisher 
Conacanara 
Kinston 
Brunswick  C'ty  [City] 


January  16,  1864 
January  18,  1864 
January  18,1864 
January  19,  1864 
January  20,  1864 
January  21,  1864 
January  23,  1864 

January  29,  1864 
January  30,  1864 
February  4, 1864 
February  5, 1864 
February  6, 1864 
February  22,  1864 
February  26, 1864 
March  3,  1864 
March  10,  1864 

March  13,  1864 
March  16,  1864 

March  19,  1864 
March  24,  1864 

March  26,  1864 
March  30,  1864 


Apr 
Apr 
Apr 
Apr 
Apr 

Apri 
Apri 
Apri 

Apri 
Apri 
Apri 


2, 1864 
6,  1 864 
9,  1864 
12,  1864 
15, 1864 

16, 1864 
20, 1864 
22,  1864 

24,1864 
26,1864 
26, 1864 


April  29,  1864 

May  2,  1864 
May  3,  1864 
May  3,  1864 
May  3,  1864 
May  5,  1864 
May  7,  1864 
May  7,  1864 


John  A.  Campbell 

William  Nathan  Harrell  Smith 

Alexander  Wilson 

Mason  L.  Wiggins 

William  A.  Graham,  Jr. 

JosepTi  Graham 

Edward  J.  Hale 

[with  enclosure] 

John  A.  Campbell 

Adam  B.  Davidson 

Edwin  G.  Reade 

Edward  J.  Hale 

A.  Rufus  Bryan 

Augustus  S.  Merrimon 

Samuel  F.  Phillips 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

James  A.  Graham 

John  W.  Graham 
David  M.  Carter 

Duncan  L.  McRae 
James  A.  Graham 

Thomas  Bragg 

Edward  Cantwell 

Humphrey  Marshall 

Jonathan  Worth 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

Richard  C.  Gatlin 

James  A.  Graham 

David  L.  Swain 

George  Little 

Robert  Hall  Morrison 

John  W.  Graham 

William  A.  Graham,  Jr. 

James  A.  Graham 

Robert  Hall  Morrison 

Bartholomew  F.  Moore 

Joseph  H.  Payne 

David  L.  Swain 

A  Confederate  Soldier 

I  homas  P.  Devereux 

James  T.  Mitchell 

Daniel  L.  Russell 

[with  three  enclosures] 


XV 


Raleigh 

Shallowford 

Camp  near  Walthall 

Junction  [Virginia] 
Halifax 
Raleigh 
Camp  near  Walthall 

Junction,  [Virginia] 
House  of  Commons, 

[Raleigh] 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 


Salem 

Raleigh 

Camp  at  Bacon's  Farm, 

[Virginia] 
Raleigh 
Camp  near  Walthall 

Junction,  [Virginia] 
Richmond,  Virginia 
Roxboro 

Bermuda  Hundreds,  Virginia 
Petersburg,  Virginia 
Treasury  Department, 

[Raleigh] 
[Camp  near  Walthall 

Junction,  Virginia] 
Camp  near  Walthall 

Station,  Virginia 
Raleigh 

Petersburg,  Virginia 
Raleigh 

Petersburg,  Virginia 
Petersburg,  Virginia 
Hash  oven 
Raleigh 

Near  Petersburg,  Virginia 
Conacanara 

Near  Brandon,  Mississippi 
[Earhart  Plantation] 
Near  Petersburg,  Virginia 
Petersburg,  Virginia 


Petersburg,  Virginia 
Chapel  Hill 

Greensville  City,  Virginia 
Palermo,  Rowan  County 
Trenches  near  Petersburg, 

Virginia 
Cottage  Home 

[Lincoln  County] 


May  9,  1864 
May  10,  1864 
May  10,  1864 
[June  10,  1864] 
May  11,  1864 
May  11,1864 
May  19,  1864 

May  19,1864 

May  20,  1864 
May  21,  1864 
[ca.  May22,  1864] 
May  22, 1864 
May  23,  1864 
May  25,  1864 

May  27.  1864 
May  27,  1864 

May  28,  1864 
May  28,  1864 
June  2,  1864 
June  4,  1864 
June  4, 1864 

June  4,  1864 

June  13,  1864 

June  23,  1864 
July  7,  1864 
July  21,  1864 
August  26,  1864 
August  28,  1864 
August  29,  1864 
September,  1864 
September  5, 1864 
September  14,  1864 
September  14,  1864 
September  19,  1864 
September  19,1864 
September  21,  1864 
September  24,  1864 
September  25,  1864 
October  1,  1864 
October  7,  1864 
October  18,  1864 
October  22,  1864 

October  27,  1864 


Daniel  M.  Barringer 

Richard  C.  Puryear 

Daniel  H.  Hill 

Theodore  Bryant  Kingsbury 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

Daniel  H.  Hill 

Richard  Spaight  Donnell 

Jonathan  Worth 

William  Horton 

Bartholomew  F.  Moore 

Edward  Belo 

J.  F.  Murrill 

Daniel  H.  Hill 

William  Horton 
Daniel  H.  Hill 

James  A.  Seddon 

W.  P.  Wilkins 

Robert  D.  Graham 

John  B.  Smith 

Jonathan  Worth 

Daniel  H.  Hill 

Daniel  H.  Hill 

[with  enclosure] 

John  D.  Hyman 

Daniel  H.Hill 

William  A.  Graham,  Jr. 

Robert  D.  Graham 

John  W.  Graham 

Thomas  P.  Devereux 

George  Little 

John  W.  Graham 

Thomas  P.  Devereux 

George  W.  Brooks 

Spaight  M.  Reel 

James  A.  Graham 

Robert  D.  Graham 

Rufus  Barringer 

John  W.  Graham 

George  W.  Graham 

William  Y.  Maclin 

James  G.  Ramsay 

John  W.  Graham 

Robert  Hall  Morrison 
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Chapel  Hill 
Raleigh 

Richmond,  Virginia 
Near  Petersburg,  Virginia 
Davidson  College,  N.C. 

Augusta,  Georgia 

Raleigh 

Carlton,  Virginia 

Benfield,  [Virginia] 

Greensboro' 

Richmond,  Virginia 

Chapel  Hill 

Raleigh 

Hillsborough 

Charlotte 

Chapel  Hill 

Trenches  [near  Petersburg] 

War  Department 

[Richmond] 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia 

Renansville 

Raleigh 

Richmond,  Virginia 
Trenches  near  Petersburg, 

Virginia 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia 
Woods  near  Hatcher's  Run 
Chapel  Hill 
Fayetteville 
Chapel  Hill 
Chapel  Hill 
Raleigh 

In  the  Field,  Raleigh 

Headquarters 

Greensboro 

Greensboro 


Chapel  Hill 

Richmond,  Virginia 

Lexington 

Chapel  Hill 

Chapel  Hill 

Raleigh 

Lexington 

Charlotte 

Charlotte 

New  York  City 


October  29,  1864 
November  5, 1864 
November  24,  1864 
December  5,  1864 
December?,  1864 

January  3,  1865 
January  9,  1865 
January  18,  1865 
January  25,  1865 
January  27,  1865 
January  28,  1865 
February  14, 1865 
February  15, 1865 
February  17, 1865 
February  17, 1865 
February  18,  1865 
February  22, 1865 
February  24, 1865 

February  27. 1865 

February  21, 1865 

March  7,  1865 
March  8,  1865 
March  12,  1865 

March  12,  1865 
March  17,  1865 
March  23,  1865 
March  24,  1865 
April  3,  1865 
Aprils,  1865 
April  11,  1865 

April  13,1865 
April  14,  1865 
April  19,  1865 

April  21,  [1865] 
May,  [1865] 
May  6,  1865 
May  31,  1865 
July  4,  1865 
July  4,  1865 
July  7.  1865 
July  9,  1865 
July  17,  1865 
July  22.1865 
August?,  1865 
August  11.  1865 


David  L.  Swain 

Joseph  S.  Cannon 

French  Forrest 

John  F.  Freeland 

Daniel  H.  Hill 

[with  enclosure] 

Daniel  H.Hill 

Albert  Johnson 

Alexander  Rives 

Rufus  Barringer 

John  M.  Morehead 

Alexander  H.  Stephens 

Samuel  F.  Phillips 

Jonathan  Worth 

John  Berry 

G.  A.  Houston 

David  L.  Swain 

John  W.  Graham 

John  A.  Campbell 

North  Carolina  Officers  of 

the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 

W.D.  Pearsall 

[enclosure] 

Jonathan  Worth 

John  Taylor  Wood 

John  W.  Graham 

Albert  Potts  Hill 

John  W.  Graham 

David  L.  Swain 

Thomas  C.  Fuller 

James  Phillips 

David  L.  Swain 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

[telegram] 

William  T.  Sherman 

Wade  Hampton 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

[brief  order] 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

Giles  Mebane 

David  L.  Swain 

George  W.  Lay 

James  M.  Leach 

David  L.  Swain 

David  L.  Swain 

Bartholomew  F.  Moore 

James  M.  Leach 

Robert  D.  Graham 

Joseph  Graham 

Sophia  G.  Witherspoon 
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Graham 

August  11,  1865 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

August  12,  1865 

Mobile,  Alabama 

August  31,  1865 

Oxford 

September  1,1865 

Raleigh 

September  4, 1865 

[Washington,  D.C.] 

September  5,  1865 

Orange  County 

September  12,1865 

Gaston  County 

September  14,  1865 

Richmond ,  Virginia 

September  15,  1865 

Earhart  Plantation 

September  15,1865 

Chapel  Hill 

September  16,1865 

York  District, South  Carolina 

September  18,1865 

New  York 

September  19,1865 

Greensboro 

September  20,  1865 

September  20,  1865 
September  23,  1865 

Raleigh 

Kittrell's 

September  25.  1865 

Petersburg,  Virginia 

September  26,  1865 

New  York 

September  30,  1865 

Washington  City  [D.C.] 

October  4,  1865 

Raleigh 

October  10,  1865 

[Raleigh] 

[October  10,  1865] 

Ralleigh  [Raleigh] 

October  12,1865 

Washington,  D.C. 

October  12,1865 

Hillsboro' 

October  13,  1865 

Chapel  Hill 

October  14,  1865 

October  15,  1865 

Raleigh 

October  18,  1865 

Wilmington 

October  20,  1865 

Wilmington 

October  20,  1865 

Raleigh 

October  20,  1865 

Raleigh 

October  23,  1865 

Kittrell's 

October  23,  1865 

Roxboro 

October  31,  1865 

Raleigh 

November  1,  1865 

Chapel  Hill 

November  1,  1865 

[Hillsborough] 

November  4,  1865 

Murfreesboro 

November  5,  1865 

Asheville 

November  1 1 ,  1865 

Chapel  Hill 

November  11,1865 

Wilmington 

November  13,  1865 

Graham 

November  14,  1865 

Raleigh 

November  16,  1865 

Davidson  College 

November  19,1865 

Raleigh 

November  24,  1865 

Palermo,  Rowan  County 

November  25,  1865 

Locust  Hill 

November  26,  1865 

[Raleigh] 

November  30,  1865 

Rufus  Y.  McAden 

Joseph  Weisman 

Eliza  Witherspoon  Goldthwaite 

Eugene  Grissom 

Kenneth  Rayner 

Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

Graham's  Orange  County 

Neighbors  [open  letter] 

Joseph  Graham 

Henrietta  C.  Lay 

William  A.  Graham,  Jr. 

Samuel  F.  Phillips 

A.  M.  Wallace 

J.  G.  McPheeters 

Calvin  H.  Wiley 

Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

Patrick  H.  Winston,  Jr. 

Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

[telegram] 

E.  C.  Cabell 

Josiah  Turner,  Jr. 

Calvin  H.  Wiley 

Samuel  F.  Phillips 

John  Berry 

Benjamin  S.  Hedrick 

James  Graham  Ramsay 

David  L.  Swain 

John  Berry 

Patrick  H.  Winston,  Jr. 

William  M.  Poisson 

Frederick  D.  Poisson 

Daniel  M.  Barringer 

Jonathan  Worth 

Patrick  H.  Winston,  Jr. 

Edwin  G.  Reade 

William  E.  Pell 

[telegram] 

David  L.  Swain 

Paul  C.  Cameron 

William  N.  H.  Smith 

Augustus  S.  Merrimon 

George  W.  Graham 

Alfred  M.  Waddell 

Rufus  Y.  McAden 

Sea  ton  Gales 

Daniel  H.  Hill 

William  E.  Pell 

James  Graham  Ramsay 

A.  Rufus  Bryan 

Kenneth  Rayner 
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Richmond,  Virginia 
Hillsboro' 
Raleigh 
[Raleigh] 
Hillsboro* 
Washington,  D.C. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Chapel  Hill 
Raleigh 


November  30,  1865 
December  2,  1865 
December  15,  1865 
December  17,  1865 
December  18,1865 
December  21,  1865 
December  27, 1865 
December  28,  1865 
December  29,  1865 


J.  A.  Sloan 

James  A.  Graham 

Kemp  P.  Battle 

Jonathan  Worth 

James  A.  Graham 

J.  W.  Cooke 

John  H.  Wheeler 

Samuel  F.  Phillips 

Jonathan  Worth 


Miscellaneous  Documents  and  Items 


Item 


Note  on  Real  Estate 
Evaluation 


Copy  of  Conscription 

Exemption 
Copy  of  Military  Orders 

to  Daniel  L.  Russell,  Jr. 

Copy  of  Parole  Notice 
to  Daniel  L.  Russell,  Jr. 

Newspaper  Account  of 
Graham's  Speech  on 
Habeas  Corpus 

Confederate  Passport 

Copy  of  Article  from 

Fayetteville  Observer 
Article  from  the 

Daily  Progress 
Tax  List:  Property  of 

William  A.  Graham 
Newspaper  Account  of 

Graham's  Speech  on 

Exemption  of  State 

Officers 
Newspaper  Editorial  on 

William  A.  Graham 
Permit  for  Slave  to  Enter 

Confederate  Lines 
Resolution  for  Peace 
Grant  of  Safe  Conduct  for 

N.C.  Emissaries 
Sample  Contract  with 

Freed  men 
Notes  for  a  State 

Campaign  Speech 


Date 

Oct.  7,1864 

March  11,  1864 
March  27,  1864 

March  17,  1864 

May  24,  1864 

May  26,  1864 
May  30,  1864 
June  23,  1864 
Aug.,  1864 
Dec.  L1864 

Dec.  12,  1864 

Jan. 23, 1865 

1865 

April  13,  1865 

[Aug.  6,1865] 

Oct.,  1865 


Place 
Raleigh 

Raleigh 
Wilmington 

Wilmington 

Raleigh 

Richmond,  Va. 

Fayetteville 

Raleigh 

[  Orange 

County] 
Hillsborough 

Fayetteville 
Hillsboro* 


Written  by 

George  W. 
Mordecai 
[appended  to 
letter] 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 
[enclosure] 

General  W.  H.  C. 
Whiting 
[enclosure] 

General  W.  H.  C. 
Whiting 
[enclosure] 

From  North  Caro- 
lina Standard 

Judah  P. 
Benjamin 


[enclosure] 


From  Hills- 
borough 
Recorder 

From  Fayetteville 

Observer 
Susan  Washington 

Graham 


Army  in  the           William  T. 
Field                       Sherman 
Raleigh  

[Hillsborough]     William  A. 
Graham 
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Circular  Letter  to  Freed  men 

I  Oct. 

1, 1865 

Charlotte 

John  C.  Bamett 

of  Western  N.C. 

Open  Letter  in  Daily 

Nov 

.28,  1865 

Raleigh 

"Conciliation" 

Sentinel 

Article  from  Daily 

Dec. 

2, 1865 

Raleigh 

[Quoting  from 

Sentinel 

Petersburg 
Index] 

Certificate  of  Election 

Dec. 

4,1865 

Raleigh 

William  W. 

for  William  A.  Graham 

Holden 

Certificate  of  Election 

Dec. 

18, 1865 

Raleigh 

Jonathan  Worth 

for  William  A.  Graham 

[enclosure] 

Certificate  of  Election 

Dec. 

18, 1865 

Raleigh 

Jonathan  Worth 

for  John  Pool 

[enclosure] 

Miscellaneous  Letters 


By 

John  Berry 

William  A.  Graham,  Jr. 

Robert  S.  French 

Daniel  H.  Hill 

Braxton  Bragg 


James  A.  Graham 

Wake  County  Committee 
Susan  Washington  Graham 
James  Chesnutt 

Zebu  Ion  B.  Vance 


William  T.  Sherman 


William  T.  Sherman 


Robert  D.  Graham 


E.  C.  Cabell 


Place 


Date 


At  Home  Jan.  13,  1864 

[Hillsborough] 
Raleigh  Jan.  20,  1864 


[ca.Jan.23, 
1864] 


Camp  Walthall 
Junction, 

[Virginia] 
Missionary 

Ridge, 

[Tennessee] 
Near  Petersburg, 

[Virginia] 
[Raleigh] 
Hillsboro' 
Kenansville 

Raleigh 


In  the  Field 
Raleigh 

In  the  Field, 
Raleigh 

Petersburg, 
Virginia 

Memphis, 
Tennessee 


June  13,  1864 


Oct.  11,  1863 


Sept.  29,  1864 

Jan.,  1865 
March  11,  1865 
March  11,  1865 

April  12,  1865 


April  13,  1865 

[April  13,  1865] 
April  25,  1865 
Aug.  1 1 .  1 865 


To 

David  L.  Swain 

Susan  Washing- 
ton Graham 
Edward  J.  Hale 
[enclosure] 

Samuel  Cooper 
[enclosure] 

Jefferson  Davis 
[enclosure] 

Susan  Washing- 
ton Graham 

James  A.  Seddon 

James  A.  Graham 

Isaac  M.  St.  John 
[enclosure] 

William  T. 
Sherman 
[enclosure] 

Officers  and 

Soldiers  of  the 
Union  Army 

Provost  Marshal 

Susan  Washing- 
ton Graham 

Editor  of  New 
York  Times 
[enclosure] 


XX 


A.  H.H.Stuart  Staunton,  Oct.  19,  1865  Henry  J. 

Virginia  Raymond 

[enclosure] 

Richard  C.  Badger  Raleigh  Oct.  23.  1865  E.  G.  Reade 

[enclosure] 

Bedford  Brown  Raleigh  Dec.  4,  1865        Francis  P.  Blair 

Robert  D.  Graham  Cowan's  Ford  Dec.  6,  1865  Susan  Washing- 

ton Graham 
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SYMBOLS  USED  TO  DESIGNATE 
REPOSITORIES  OF  GRAHAM  PAPERS 


A8cH 


A&H:  Hale 


A&H:  Swain 


A&H:  Vance 


Duke 


Duke:  Bryan 


UNC 


UNC:  Carter 


Division  of  Archives  and  History,  North  Caro- 
lina State  Department  of  Cultural  Resources, 
William  A.  Graham  Papers. 

Division  of  Archives  and  History,  North  Caro- 
lina State  Department  of  Cultural  Resources, 
Edward  J.  Hale  Papers. 

Division  of  Archives  and  History,  North  Caro- 
lina State  Department  of  Cultural  Resources, 
David  L.  Swain  Papers. 

Division  of  Archives  and  History,  North  Caro- 
lina State  Department  of  Cultural  Resources, 
Zebulon  B.  Vance  Papers. 

Duke  University  Manuscript  Department,  Wil- 
liam A.  Graham  Papers. 

Duke  University  Manuscript  Department,  A. 
Rufus  Bryan  Papers. 

Southern  Historical  Collection  of  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  William  A. 
Graham  Papers. 

Southern  Historical  Collection  of  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  David  M. 
Carter  Papers. 
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1864 


[Telegram] 
Zebulon  Baird  Vaiice^  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Raleigh 

Jan. 4th.  1863  [1864] 

Mr.  Geo.  Davis^  having  been  made  Attorney  General^  has  resigned 
his  seat  in  Senate.  I  will  appoint  you  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  if 
you  will  accept  it.  Let  me  know  immediately  as  I  desire  to  convene 
my  Council  of  State. 


^  Zebulon  Baird  Vance  (1830-1894),  of  Buncombe  County,  was  one  of  nineieenth- 
century  North  Carolina's  most  popular  men.  After  attending  Buncombe  County 
schools,  Washington  College  (Tennessee),  and  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  Vance 
studietl  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1852.  Not  a  close  stiulent  of  the  law,  he 
soon  found  that  politics  was  his  abitling  interest.  Vance  began  his  political  life  as  a 
Henry  Clay  Whig.  Upon  the  disruption  of  the  Whig  party  he  spurned  Democratic 
overtures  and  united  with  the  American  party.  After  one  term  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  Vance  was  electetl  to  the  Unitetl  States  House  of  Representatives  where 
he  served  from  1858  to  1861.  A  Unionist,  he  supported  the  Constitutional  Union 
ticket  of  Bell  and  Everett  in  1860.  After  opposing  secession  vigorously  until  Lincoln's 
call  for  troops,  Vance  raised  a  company  of  Buncombe  volunteers  and  was  soon  elected 
colonel  of  the  Twenty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  a  contingent  which  he  led 
ably  until  his  election  to  the  governorship  in  1862.  Vance  was  a  tremendously 
popular  war  governor  who  quarreled  with  Confederate  authorities  and  Holden's 
peace  faction  with  equal  enthusiasm.  Following  a  brief  imprisonment  in  1865,  he 
practiced  law  until  his  disabilities  were  finally  removed  in  1872-  In  1876  Vance,  al- 
ways a  powerful  stump  speaker,  was  elected  governor  in  a  hotly  contested  confron- 
tation with  the  native  Republican  Thomas  Settle.  His  second  administration  marked 
a  new  era  in  North  Carolina  history  as  "home  rule  "  was  restored.  From  1879  to  1891 
Zeb  Vance  served  his  state  as  a  United  State  senator.  His  Senate  career  was  char- 
acterized by  his  constructive  and  conciliatory  attitude.  Allen  Johnson,  Dumas 
Malone,  and  others  (eds.),  Dictionary  of  American  Biography  (New  York:  Charles 
Scribner's  Sons,  20  volumes,  1928;  index  and  updating  supplements),  XIX.  158-161, 
hereinafter  cited  as  Dictionary  of  American  Biography. 

2  George  Davis  (1820-1896),  of  New  Hanover  County,  was  graduated  with  highest 
honors  by  the  Univei^ity  of  North  Carolina  in  1838.  By  profession  a  learned  lawyer 
and  eloquent  advocate,  Davis  was  a  Union  Whig  and  the  "mentor  of  his  party  " 
in  southeastern  North  Carolina.  As  a  delegate  to  the  Washington  Peace  Conference 
in  I86I,  he  sought  to  promote  compromise  until  secession  became  a  reality.  After 
North  Carolina  left  the  Union,  he  supported  the  state,  serving  as  a  Confederate 
senator,  1861-1864,  and  as  Confetlerate  attorney  general,  1864-1865.  Samuel  A.  Ashe 
and  othei-s  (eds.),  Biographical  History  of  North  Carolina:  From  Colonial  Times  to 
the  Present  (Greensboro:  Charles  L.  Van  Noppen,  8  volumes,  1905-1917),  II,  71-81, 
hereinafter  cited  as  Ashe,  Biographical  History. 

^  Graham  and  almost  evei^y  Conservative  in  the  legislature  joined  in  recommend- 
ing George  Davis  for  the  appointment  by  President  Jeffei^ion  Davis. 


Division  of  Archives  and  History 


Zebulon  Baird  Vance 

William  A.  Graham  to  Zebuloii  B.  Vance  A&H:  VANCE 

Cottage  Home,^ 
Lincoln  County, 
Januaiy  6th.,  1864. 

I  have  been  met  at  this  place  by  a  letter  from  Charlotte,  con- 
taining your  telegram  of  the  5th.,  announcing  a  vacancy  in  the 
Senate  C.S.,  and  proposing  to  appoint  me  to  fill  the  same.  1  regret 
to  say  that  I  am  now  on  my  way  to  York,  S.C.,^  and  shall  be  de- 
tained in  this  part  of  the  country  several  days  by  indispensible 
[sic^  business;  and  that  when  I  return  home,  my  affairs  are  not 
so  arranged  as  to  permit  my  absence  for  several  weeks  to  come.  To 
mention  nothing  more,  my  family  are  almost  houseless,  and  I  am 
hastening  to  erect  buildings  for  them.^ 

With  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  consideration,  I  must,  for 
these  causes,  decline  to  accept  the  distinguished  position  you  offer. 

With  high  regard. 
Your  ob't  sew't, 


'*  Cottage  Home  was  the  Lincoln  County  residence  of  Robert  Hall  Morrison, 
William  A.  Graham's  brother-in-law.  W.  A.  Withers,  "Robert  Hall  Morrison," 
Charles  L.  Van  Noppen  Papers,  Manuscript  Department,  Duke  University  Library, 
Durham,  hereinafter  cited  as  Van  Noppen  Papers. 

•''Graham  was  apparently  planning  to  visit  his  Leeper  Plantation  which  was 
located  largely  in  York  District,  South  Carolina. 

^  Monti ose,  the  Graham  home  in  Hillsborough,  had  burned  in  December,  1862, 
and  the  family  was  in  temporary  quarters. 
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James  T.  LeacW  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Leachburg, 
Jan.  6th,  1864. 

The  rapidity  with  which  our  dangers  seem  to  accumulate,  and 
the  fearfull  [sic]  consequences  that  are  likely  to  grow  out  of  them 
to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  should  engage  the  serious  attention 
of  every  christian  patriot  and  statesman;  the  earnest  enquiry  is, 
what  shall  we  do  to  stay  the  hand  of  a  military  despotism  more  to 
[be]  dreaded  than  death  itself:  is  not  the  priceless  gem  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty  worth  the  risk  of  rescueing  [sic]  it  from  the  hands 
of  the  wicked  dynasty  that  is  now  shaping  our  ruin.^ 


^  James  Thomas  Leach  (1805-1883),  of  Johnston  County,  was  a  practicing  physician 
much  interested  in  public  affairs;  he  representetl  his  county  in  the  state  Senate  in 
1858.  A  Union  Whig,  he  favored  ad  valorem  taxation,  opposetl  secession,  and 
joined  the  peace  movement  of  1863-1864.  By  September,  1863,  when  he  announced  as 
a  candidate  for  the  Confederate  Congress,  Leach  advocated  peace  negotiations, 
noting  that  North  Carolinians  "have  tried  peacable  \_sic^  secession,  Yankee  coward- 
ice. King  Cotton,  and  foreign  intervention,  and  they  have  all  signally  failed.  .  .  ." 
He  defeated  Duncan  K.  McRae  for  the  third  congressional  seat  in  a  bitterly  con- 
tested 1864  election.  As  a  Confederate  congressman  he  continued  to  oppose  the  war 
policies  of  the  Davis  administration.  For  his  efforts  he  was  characterized  by  the 
Weekly  Confederate  (Raleigh),  the  organ  of  the  Vance  administration,  as  a  "no- 
torious ignoramous  and  traitor.  .  .  ."  Although  he  supported  the  gubernatorial 
candidacy  of  Holden  in  1864,  Leach  opposed  Radical  Reconstruction  and  denounced 
his  erstwhile  political  ally  at  the  time  of  the  Kirk-Holden  war.  In  addition  to  his 
other  activities  Leach  was  an  active  prohibitionist.  Circular  Letter  of  J.  T.  Leach  on 
Equal  Taxation  to  the  Voters  of  Johnston  County  (1859),  James  T.  Leach  Papers, 
Southern  Historical  Collection,  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  herein- 
after citetl  as  Leach  Papers;  Circular  to  Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Third  Congressional 
District  of  North  Carolina  (September  17,  1863),  Leach  Papers;  R.  D.  W.  Connor 
(comp.  and  ed.),  A  Manual  of  North  Carolina  .  .  .  1913  (Raleigh:  North  Carolina 
Historical  Commission  [Division  of  Archives  and  History],  1913),  hereinafter  cited  as 
Connor,  Manual,  1913;  Weekly  Confederate  (Raleigh),  March  23,  1864;  undated 
clippings  and  broadsides.  Leach  Papers. 

^  The  feeling  here  expressed  was  becoming  quite  widespread  in  the  state  as  the 
plight  of  the  Confetleracy  became  more  desperate.  Holden  and  Leach  were  among 
the  leatlers  of  a  group  who  stimulated  such  attitudes  in  hopes  of  a  negotiated  peace. 
In  January,  1864,  Holden  s  North  Carolina  Standard  published  peace  resolutions 
adopted  by  a  Johnston  County  meeting  which  Leach  had  obviously  dominatetl.  The 
same  issue  contained,  over  Leach's  initials,  a  scathing  attack  on  the  Confederate 
government.  Later,  with  his  customary  lack  of  veracity  where  Vance  and  Graham 
were  concerned,  Holden  claimed  that  Leach  had  prepared  the  resolutions  antl  sub- 
mitted them  to  Vance  who  approved  them.  North  Carolina  Standard  (Raleigh), 
January  13,  June  10,  1864. 
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Might  not  a  conference  of  the  conservative  members  of  the  Con- 
federate Congress  at  an  early  day  result  in  good;  I  have  a  strong 
presentiment  it  would,  give  the  suggestion  that  consideration  that 
its  importance  entitles  it  to  and  let  me  know  your  conclusion. 

Protest  to  William  A.  Graham  from  Darius  H.  Starbiick,^ 
Matthias  Masten}^  Israel  G.  Lash,^^  Peter  A.  Wilson^^ 

William  H.  Wheeler^^  UNC 

Salem, 

January  7th.,  1864. 

Believing  it  to  be  very  important  that  an  early  movement  should 
be  made  to  save  N.  CaroHna  from  the  utter  ruin  with  which  she  is 
threatened  by  the  oppressive  measures  of  Congress  Sc  the  Execu- 

^  Darius  Henry  Starbuck  (1818-1887)  was  a  native  of  Guilford  County  who  settled 
in  Forsyth  County.  He  was  a  lawyer  and  businessman  active  in  the  development  of 
Winston-Salem.  A  Union  Whig  who  opposed  secession,  Starbuck  replaced  Rufus 
L.  Patterson  late  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1861. 
He  was  also  a  delegate  to  the  1865  convention.  He  was  Unitetl  States  district  attorney 
for  western  North  Carolina  from  1865  to  1872.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Starbuck  was 
a  principal  stockholder  and  president  of  the  Winston  Electric  Light  and  Motive 
Company.  Adelaide  L.  Fries,  Mary  Callum  Wiley,  Douglas  L.  Rights,  Harvey  Dinkins, 
Charles  N.  Siewers,  and  Flora  Ann  Lee,  Forsyth:  A  County  on  the  March  (Chapel 
Hill:  Univei:sity  of  North  Carolina  Press,  1949),  203,  hereinafter  cited  as  Fries  and 
others,  Forsyth;  John  Gilchrist  McCormick,  Personnel  of  the  Convention  of  1861 
(Chapel  Hill:  University  of  North  Carolina  [Volurrie  1  oi  James  Sprunt  Historical 
Monograpl^is] ,  1900),  79-80,  hereinafter  cited  as  McCormick,  Convention  Personnel; 
Connor,  Manual,  1913,  379. 

1^  Matthias  Masten  was  a  former  sheriff  of  Forsyth  County.  In  1852  he  supported 
the  Whig  ticket  of  Scott  and  Graham.  Fries  and  others,  Forsyth,  66. 

11  Israel  Geoi^e  Lash  (1810-1878),  born  in  Bethania  and  educated  in  the  local 
schools,  became  a  businessman,  manufacturer,  and  banker  in  Salem.  A  delegate  to 
the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1868,  he  favored  restoration  of  North  Carolina 
to  the  Union  and  served  two  terms  (July  20,  1868-March  4,  1871)  as  a  Republican 
congressman.  Declining  to  seek  reelection,  Lash  again  engaged  in  banking  in  Salem. 
Biographical  Directory  of  the  American  Congress,  1774-1961:  The  Continental 
Congress,  September  5,  1774,  to  October  21,  1788,  and  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  from  the  First  to  the  Eighty-sixth  Congress,  March  4,  1789,  to  January  3,  1961, 
Inclusive  (Washington:  United  States  Government  Printing  Office,  1961),  1195,  here- 
inafter cited  as  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress. 

12  Peter  A.  Wilson,  of  Salem,  twice  mayor  of  Winston-Salem,  represented  Forsyth 
County  in  the  state  House  in  1866  and  the  state  Senate  in  1868.  Fries  and  others, 
Forsyth,  80,  82;  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  605. 

13  William  H.  Wheeler,  of  Salem,  represented  Forsyth  County  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture, 1864-1866  and  I872-I876,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1875.  After  the  war  he  was  a  prominent  Republican.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  379, 
605;  Joseph  G.  tie  Roulhac  Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina  (Gloucester, 
Mass.:  Peter  Smith,  reprinted  1964),  646n,  hereinafter  cited  as  Hamilton,  Recon- 
struction in  North  Carolina. 
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tive,  and  desiring  the  benefit  of  your  counsels,  k  a  full  8c  free  inter- 
change of  views  as  to  the  best  mode  of  accomplishing  so  desirable 
an  object,  Sc  desiring  concert  of  action,  we  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  addressing  you,  &:  others  of  sound  judgment  &  sagacity  in  other 
parts  of  the  State,  with  a  sincere  hope  that,  by  such  an  interchange 
of  opinions  we  may  be  able  to  settle  down  on  some  common  plan 
which  may  relieve  om^  State  from  the  terrible  doom  which  she  is 
fast  approaching. 

Our  people  in  this  Section  of  the  State  are  dissatisfied,  and  urge 
that  something  may  be  done.  They  feel  outraged  and  indignant  at 
the  tyranical  [sic]  &  oppressive  measures  which  the  Executive  & 
Congress  have  imposed,  &  are  imposing  on  a  once  free  &  happy 
people,  the  inevitable  tendency  of  which,  (&  we  fear  the  design  of 
many)  is  to  overthrow  every  principle  of  State  sovereignty,  Sc  Civil 
liberty,  and  the  establishment  of  a  Military  despotism  with  a 
Dictator  at  its  head. 

Reckless  adventurers  in  Congiess  from  Ky.,  Mo.,  Tenn.,  Ark., 
La.,  Western  Va.,  &:  other  places,  (the  tools  of  the  Executive)  are 
imposing  bmthens  on  N.C.,  &  the  remnants  of  a  few  other  States, 
where  alone  their  oppressive  laws  can  be  enforced,  which  are 
heavier  than  our  people  can  bear.  Neither  private  rights,  the 
sanctity  of  contracts,  nor  Constitutional  restrictions,  present  any 
barrier  to  their  oppressive  legislation. 

The  question  now  presents  itself  as  to  what  is  the  remedy  for 
these  evils? 

Our  people  can  see  none,  except  by  a  State  Convention.  They 
are  exceedingly  anxious  for  it.  We  do  not  think  there  are  one 
hundred  persons  in  Forsyth  County  who  are  not  in  favor  of  a 
Convention.  Even  men  who  have  always  favored  Secession  are  now 
for  it.  If  this  be  the  best  plan,  then  how  can  we  succeed  in  getting 
a  Convention?  We  have  thotight  that  memorials,  numerously 
signed,  addressed  to  the  Governor,  calling  on  him  to  convene  the 
Legislature,  would  be  the  most  effective  way;  a  copy  of  which  we 
enclose  you.  If  otu  friends  in  different  parts  of  the  State  should 
favor  a  Convention,  &:  think  the  plan  we  propose  the  most  effective 
way  to  get  it,  (&  on  this  we  desire  yoin'  8c  tiieir  opinions)  then  let 
a  few  printed  copies  be  sent  to  each  County  for  circidation.  There 
are  enough  of  men  who  have  furnished  substitiues,  whose  rights 
have  been  invaded  by  Congress,  8c  others,  who  will  take  an  interest 
in  their  circulation. 

The  masses  are  intensely  anxiotis  that  something  may  be  done 
soon  for  the  salvation  of  the  Country. 
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We  desire  your  opinion  on  these  matters  at  your  earliest  con 
venience.  We  fear  that,  if  long  delayed,  it  may  be  too  late. 


John  Berry  i^  to  David  L.  Swain^^  a&H:  swain 

At  Home, 
January  13th.  1864. 

You  are  aware  that  it  has  becom  necessary  for  Govnor  Graham 
to  resghin  his  seate  in  the  Senate  &:  it  is  an  important  crisis  in  the 
history  of  our  Contry  Sc  so  fore  as  I  can  collect  publick  sentiment 
it  is  the  wish  of  all  that  1  have  conversed  with  on  the  subject  that 
you  fill  his  place.  I  hope  that  you  will  consent  to  Let  us  use  your 
nam  agan  in  common  with  the  Rest  of  the  Citizens  of  the  state 
have  have  every  thing  that  is  deare  to  fremen  at  stake  &:  no  good 
Citizen  can  refuse  under  such  circumstances  I  was  on  yesterday 
at  A  Large  Gethering  Dr.  Scot's  Sale  there  were  some  young 
men  spoken  of  for  candidates  but  as  soon  as  I  mensioned  your  name 
it  mete  with  universal  approbation  Sc  if  you  consent  I  have  no  idiea 
that  there  will  be  any  opesition  Govnor  Graham  will  be  much 
missed  in  thee  Legislature  &:  I  now  of  no  man  in  the  state  that  will 
fill  his  place  so  well  as  your  self  please  Let  me  heare  from  you  at 
your  earliest  convenienc 

Yours  verr.y 

Respectfully 

^■^John  Berry  (1798-1870),  of  Hillsborough,  was  a  skillet!  brickmason,  builder, 
and  architect.  This  self-educated  man  was  unusually  intelligent  and  was  widely  re- 
spected. He  represented  Orange  County  in  the  state  Senate  (1848,  1850,  1852,  1864, 
1866)  and  in  the  Secession  Convention  of  1861.  A  Democrat  in  politics.  Berry  joined 
Graham  in  opposing  secession.  Hugh  Lefler  and  Paul  Wager  (eds.).  Orange  County, 
1752-1952  (Chapel  Hill:  Orange  Print  Shop,  1953),  324,  hereinafter  cited  as  Lefler 
and  Wager,  Orange  County;  McCormick,  Convention  Personnel,  19. 

1^  David  L.  Swain  (1801-1868),  a  native  of  Buncombe  County,  and  Graham  were 
close  friends,  shared  a  common  interest  in  history  antl  the  university,  and  were 
political  allies.  Swain,  after  a  brief  stay  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  as  a 
student,  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1822.  He  experienced  immediate 
success  and  was  a  superior  court  judge  before  he  reached  the  age  of  thirty.  He 
represented  Bimcombe  County  in  the  North  Carolina  House  of  Commons  for  several 
terms  before  becoming  the  youngest  governor  in  North  Carolina  history.  During 
his  tenure  as  governor,  he  proved  to  be  a  constructive  figure  of  thefii^t  rank.  He 
championed  the  cause  of  tax  revision,  internal  improvements,  public  education,  and 
constitutional  reform.  After  influencing  the  calling  of  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1835,  Swain  led  the  western  factions  which  sought  reform. 

In  1835  David  L.  Swain  became  president  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina. 
One  disgruntled  professor  allegedly  remarked  that  North  Carolinians  had  elected 
Swain  to  every  office  in  their  power  and  were  now  sending  him  to  the  university  to 
be  educated.  Fortunately,  Swain  proved  to  be  a  gifted  teacher  and  skillful  admin- 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  7 

John  A.  Campbell^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Richmond,  Virginia, 
January  16th.,  1864. 

Your  letter  of  the  13th  Inst,  has  been  rec'd. 

The  resignation  of  Capt.  Grahami^  has  not  been  returned  to 
the  department.  When  it  reaches  here,  I  will  see  that  immediate 
attention  be  given  to  it. 

Very  truly  yours, 

istrator;  under  his  leadership  the  university  flourished  and  he  remained  president 
until  just  prior  to  his  death.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XVIII,  230-231. 

i^John  Archibald  Campbell  (181 1-1889),  of  Georgia,  was  of  Scottish  and  Scotch- 
Irish  ancestry  with  North  Carolina  connections.  His  paternal  grandfather  had  come 
to  North  Carolina  after  Culloden  and  the  subsequent  proscription  by  the  British 
Parliament.  John  A.  Campbell  was  reared  in  Georgia  and  graduated  from  Franklin 
College  (now  the  University  of  Georgia)  with  first  honors  at  age  fourteen.  He  at- 
tended West  Point  but  family  responsibilities  required  him  to  resign  approximately 
one  year  before  graduation.  By  a  special  act  of  the  Georgia  legislature,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  eighteen.  He  soon  moved  to  Alabama  and  rose  quickly  to  promi- 
nence among  members  of  the  Alabama  bar.  He  declined  appointment  to  the  Ala- 
bama Supreme  Court  when  he  was  only  twenty-four.  As  a  delegate  to  the  Nashville 
convention  he  prepared  the  greater  part  of  the  conciliatory  and  temperate  resolu- 
tions which  were  ultimately  adopted.  In  1853  he  was  appointed  associate  justice  of 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  a  position  he  filled  with  distinction.  He  was  a 
moderate  on  the  slavery  question,  opposed  secession,  and  sought  vainly  to  mediate 
between  the  Lincoln  government  and  the  Confederate  commissioners  in  the  last  weeks 
of  peace  in  1861.  After  seccession  was  a  reality,  Campbell  resigned  from  the  court  and 
returned  home.  He  remained  inactive  until  October,  1862,  when  he  became  assistant 
secretary  of  war  in  the  Davis  government,  a  post  he  held  for  the  diuation.  He  had 
the  onerous  task  of  administering  the  unpopular  conscription  laws.  In  January, 
1865,  he  joined  Alexander  H.  Stephens  and  R.  M.  T.  Hunter  as  commissioners  to 
discuss  peace  with  Lincoln  and  Seward.  The  meeting  took  place  at  Hampton  Roads, 
Virginia,  and  proved  to  be  fruitless.  Campbell  contended  that  the  ground  had  been 
prepared  to  continue  discussions,  but  President  Davis  disagreed  and  the  negotiations 
were  not  resumed.  Campbell  was  imprisoned  for  about  four  months  just  after  the 
war,  but  he  eventually  settled  in  New  Orleans  where  he  regained  his  reputation 
as  one  of  the  nation's  leading  lawyers.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  III,  456- 
459. 

^^  Joseph  Graham  (1837-1907)  was  the  eldest  child  and  the  firet  of  nine  sons  born 
to  William  A.  and  Susan  Washington  Graham.  After  graduation  from  the  Univei-sity 
of  North  Carolina  in  1857,  he  decided  on  a  medical  career.  He  studied  briefly  with 
the  eminent  Dr.  Edmund  Strudwick  of  Hillsborough  before  enrolling  in  Philadel- 
phia's Jefferson  Medical  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1859.  In  I860  he  establishetl 
his  practice  at  Charlotte.  When  war  came,  Joseph  Graham  rushetl  to  the  Confederate 
colors,  serving  first  as  captain  of  artillery  but  after  February  1,  1864,  as  a  surgeon 
in  the  Sixty-seventh  North  Carolina  Regiment.  After  the  Civil  War,  he  built  a  very 
successful  Charlotte  practice  and  was  at  one  time  president  of  the  North  Carolina 
Medical  Society.  Cornelia  Phillips  Spencer  Alumni  Directory  Project,  University 
of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  hereinafter  cited  as  Spencer  Aliunni  Project;  Louis 
H.  Manarin  and  Weymouth  T.  Jordan,  Jr.  (comp.),  North  Carolina   Troops,  1861- 
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William  Nathan  Harrell  Smith^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Richmond, 

January  18th.,  1864. 

Your  letter  of  the  16th.  inst  was  handed  to  me  today  by  Dr. 
Graham.  He  has  probably  already  left  for  his  Command,  and  may 
not  have  had  time  to  write  to  you  before  doing  so. 

I  went  with  him  to  see  the  Secretary  of  War, i^  who  readily  prom- 
ised to  accept  his  resignation  as  soon  as  it  reached  the  Adj't 
Gen'l's  office.  He  addressed  a  brief  note  to  Gen.  Cooper ,20  direct- 
ing the  acceptance  of  the  resignation,  if  it  was  in  the  office,  and,  if 

1865:  A  Roster  (Raleigh:  State  Department  of  Archives  and  History  [projected  12 
volumes,  1966 — ] ),  I,  62,  hereinafter  cited  as  Manarin  and  Jordan,  North  Carolina 
Troops. 

^**  William  Nathan  Harrell  Smith  (1812-1889)  was  born  in  Murfreesboro.  He  pre- 
paretl  for  college  in  New  England  antl  was  graduated  by  Yale  in  1834.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  North  Carolina  bar  and  proved  to  be  a  good  and  prosperous  jury 
lawyer.  A  Whig  in  politics,  he  was  a  state  commoner  in  1840;  a  state  senator  in  1848 
and  1858;  state  solicitor,  1849-1857;  and  a  United  States  congressman,  1859-1861.  He 
opposed  secessioi.  until  it  was  a  reality  but  then  supported  the  Confederacy.  As  one 
of  the  few  men  to  serve  in  all  three  Confederate  congresses.  Smith  proved  to  be 
hardworking  and  conservative.  He  supported  the  administration  generally — but  not 
blindly.  For  example,  he  opposed  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  He  de- 
clined to  countenance  the  peace  movement  thereby  retaining  his  political  influence. 
When  peace  came.  Smith  favored  the  Johnson  reconstruction  policies,  attended  the 
National  Union  Convention  of  1866,  and  became  a  Conservative  stalwart  in  the 
face  of  radical  reconstruction.  Unlike  many  of  his  contemporaries  Smith  showed  not 
a  trace  of  partisanship  and  rancor  in  these  tumultuous  days.  From  1878  until  his 
death  in  1889  he  was  chief  justice  of  the  North  Carolina  Supreme  Court.  He  proved 
to  be  a  learned  lawyer  in  the  best  sense  of  the  wortl.  Dictionary  of  American  Biog- 
raphy,XVU,m6. 

*^  James  Alexander  Seddon  (1815-1880),  of  Virginia,  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Virginia  Law  School  in  1835  and  established  a  successful  Richmond  practice.  An 
ardent  follower  of  Calhoun,  Setldon  was  a  Democratic  congressman,  1845-1847,  and 
1849-1851,  before  retiring  to  the  life  of  country  gentleman  and  plantation  master. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  abortive  Washington  Peace  Conference  of  1861  where  he 
voted  against  the  compromise  proposals  and  filed  a  minority  report  promoting  the 
right  of  peaceful  secession.  After  serving  in  the  fir^st  Confederate  Congress,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1862,  he  assumed  the  important  but  difficult  post  of  secretary  of  war.  On  the 
whole  Davis's  choice  of  Seddon  was  a  good  one,  and  the  new  secretary  had  con- 
siderable influence  with  the  president,  at  least  until  the  summer  of  1863.  Seddon 
was  considerate  of  Lee  and  the  two  worked  in  close  harmony.  Early  in  1865  he 
resigned  when  the  Virginia  delegation  to  the  Confederate  Congiess  asked  for  re 
organization  of  the  cabinet.  Crushed  by  the  Confederate  defeat,  Seddon  considered 
his  life  wasted  and  after  a  brief  imprisonment  retired  to  Sabot  Hill,  his  beloved 
plantation-,  to  resume  his  agricultural  pursuits.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography, 
XVI,  545-546. 

20  Samuel  Cooper  (1798-1876),  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  a  graduate  of  West 
Point,  was  the  highest  ranking  Confederate  officer.  Having  seen  extensive  staff  duty 
as  colonel  and  adjutant  general  of  the  United  States  army,  1852-1861,  Cooper  was  a 
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not,  that  it's  [sic]  arrival  should  be  promptly  reported  to  him  for 
action. 

It  is  a  source  of  general  regret  that  you  were  unable  to  come  on 
and  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Mr.  Davis.  I  should  myself,  have 
deemed  it  a  great  privilege  to  have  had  your  councils  [sic]  during 
the  eventful  remaining  days  of  the  present  Congress.  Subjects  of 
the  greatest  import  and  most  important  results  upon  the  future 
well  being  of  our  young  and  struggling  Republic  are  passing  under 
review,  and  need  all  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  our  public  men^ 

Alexander  Wilson'^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Melville 

Jany  18th,  1864 

I  have  rec'^/yours  of  this  date  with  $400  enclosed.  I  have  put  my 
terms  at  $500  for  board  &:  tuition.  It  seems  a  large  sum,  but  it  only 
pays  for  250  lbs  of  pork  which  could  be  bought  before  the  war  for 
$20,  so  in  fact  i  only  receive  $20  where  I  rec  $  100.  I  can  niake  out 
very  well  for  bread  as  my  sons  own  a  mill,  which  has  large  custom; 
but  1  shall  be  short  of  meat. 

I  was  sorry  I  did  not  see  you  when  I  was  in  Hillsboro,  as  I  was 
desirous  of  getting  your  advice  about  what  I  had  best  do.  My  school 
will  be  confined  to  such  boys  as  board  with  me  &:  with  my  son,  and 
a  few  from  the  neighbourhood.  1  would  not  procure  board  in  the 
neighbourhood  for  less  than  $100  a  month,  or  500  a  session.  If 
something  is  not  done  by  our  government  to  improve  the  currency 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  suspend  my  school.  It  is  almost  impossible  to 
purchase  any  thing  here  for  money.  If  I  had  coffee  or  spun  cotton 
I  could  barter  them  very  readily  for  any  kind  of  supplies. 


great  asset  to  Davis  in  organizing  the  Confederate  war  department  and  army.  He 
served  throughout  the  war  as  atljutant  and  inspector  general  from  Richmond.  When 
the  Confederate  government  was  forced  to  abandon  its  capital,  he  was  instrumental 
in  preserving  many  valuable  records.  Captured  with  Davis,  Cooper  livetl  in 
Alexandria,  Virginia,  after  his  parole.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  IV,  411- 
412;  Mark  Mayo  Boatner  III  (comp.).  The  Civil  War  Dictionary  (New  York:  David 
McKay  Company,  1959),  175,  hereinafter  cited  as  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary. 

2*  Dr.  Alexander  Wilson  conducted  an  excellent  classical  school  at  Melville  in  east 
Alamance  County.  Several  of  Graham's  sons  attended  it.  Waller  Whitaker,  Staley  A. 
Cook,  and  A.  Howard  White,  Centennial  History  of  Alamance  County,  1849-1949 
(Charlotte:  Dowd  Press,  [1949]),  193,  hereinafter  cited  as  Whitaker  and  others. 
Centennial  History  of  Alamance  County. 
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Mason  L.  Wiggiiis^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Farmwell, 
19th.  January,  1864. 

Having  been  associated  with  you  in  our  Legislature,  on  Finance, 
I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  suggestions  on  the  many  schemes  to 
improve  the  currency,  and  frame  a  tax  bill,  that  are  now  before 
Congress.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulty  there  is,  in  arranging  and 
perfecting  a  bill,  that  will  not  be  burdensome  to  the  people,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  have  the  effect  to  improve  the  currency.  I  suggest 
whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  allow  persons  to  deduct  their 
indebtedness,  as  we  have  done  in  this  State,  in  our  Revenue  bill. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  just  and  right  to  compell  [sic]  a  man 
to  pay  on  that  which  does  not  properly  and  legally  belong  to  him. 
An  Ad  valorem  Tax,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  will  fall  heavily  upon 
certain  classes  of  people, — for  instance,  those  who  have  been 
driven  from  their  homes,  and  have  lost  all  their  valuable  labourers 
and  productive  farms,  and  have  now  to  do  the  best  they  can,  on 
such  places  as  they  could  obtain,  with  women  and  children,  like- 
wise on  those  farmers  who  make  little  or  nothing  for  sale,  and  there 
are  not  a  few  of  them.  It  seems  to  me  that  money  and  income  or 
profits  should  be  taxed  high,  this  would  reach  the  speculator,  and 
the  manufacturer,  also  those  who  have  products  to  sell.  The  farmer 
now  pays  one  tenth  of  his  products,  yet  there  are  many  who  have 
a  large  surplus  to  sell,  after  doing  this,  and  by  taxing  the  profits, 
or  income,  it  would  reach  them.  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  great 
funding  system  recominended  by  the  Sec'ry  of  the  Treasury  would 
work  badly,  and  bear  heavily  upon  the  people,  but  I  am  well  aware 
that  I  can  add  nothing  new  on  these  difficult  subjects.  I  do  hope, 
however,  that  Congress  may  devise  soine  plan  that  will  relieve  the 
cuiTency,  and  not  oppress  the  people,  and  for  this  action  of  your 
body  I  am  looking  with  much  anxiety.  1  regiet  very  much  that  we 
cannot  have  you  with  us,  at  the  next  Session  of  our  Legislature,  but 
am  pleased  that  you  are  where  the  people  of  your  own  State,  and  of 
the  Confederacy,  will  have  the  benefit  of  your  services.  Supplies 
of  every  kind  are  exceedingly  scarce  in  this  section,  and  I  am  fear- 
ful there  will  be  much  suffering  before  another  crop  is  made. 


^2  Mason  L.  Wiggins,  a  Halifax  County  planter,  attentletl  the  iinivei"sity  briefly  in 
1815  and  was  a  state  senator,  1854-1858  and  1862-1868.  He  was  an  able  man  and  a 
devoted  admirer  of  Graham.  Spencer  Alumni  Project;  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  641-642. 
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The  Ad-  Vance,  one  of  the  most  successful  of  the  blockade-runners,  was  grounded  on 
the  bar  January  20,  1864,  but  was  protected  by  the  batteries  of  Fort  Fisher  and  Bald 
Head  until  tugs  and  steamers  effected  her  release.  Finally,  in  September,  1864,  the 
North  Carolina-owned  vessel  was  captured  by  the  Union  and  was  converted  into  a 
man-of-war  and  renamed  the  Frolic.  The  photograph  is  from  the  files  of  the  Division 
of  Archives  and  History. 

William  A.  Graham,  Jr., ^^  to  William  A.  Graham,  Sr.      UNC 

Raleigh 

Jany20th,  1864. 


The  Advance24  is  in  but  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  a  good  while  before 
she  can  go  out,  as  she  must  have  been  injured  by  rtmning 
aground.  ...  1  have  cloth  for  a  broad  cloth  suit  on  the  Advance 
which  will  cost  me  about  $500  for  about  a  sq.  yd.  of  cloth.  .  . . 


^  William  Alexander  Graham,  Jr.,  (1839-1923),  born  in  Hillsborough,  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Univei-sity  of  North  Carolina  (1856-1859)  and  Princeton  College  (A.B.. 
1860).  Like  his  father  he  opposed  secession  initially.  During  the  war  he  was  a  captain 
of  North  Carolina  cavali^.  Wountled  during  the  Gettysburg  campaign,  he  seized 
subsequently  as  major  and  assistant  adjutant  general  of  North  Carolina  troops.  He 
settled  in  Lincoln  County,  was  a  successful  farmer,  and  represented  his  county  in  the 
state  Senate  two  terms  and  in  the  state  House  one  term.  A  member  of  the  state  board 
of  agriculture  from  1899  to  1908,  he  was  commissioner  of  agriculture  from  1908  until 
his  death  in  1923.  During  Graham's  tenure  as  commissioner,  the  total  value  of  North 
Carolina  crops  rose  from  twenty-third  to  fifth  in  the  nation.  Spencer  Alumni  Project. 

2"*  The  Ad-Vance,  a  swift  steamer  purchased  in  England  by  order  of  Governor  Vance, 
ran  the  Federal  blockade  into  Wilmington  eleven  times  before  being  captmed. 
This    most   famous    blockade-runner    took    out    cotton    and    retinned    badly    needed 
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William  Alexander  Graham,  Jr. 
William  A.  Graham,  Jr.,  to  Susan  Washington  Graham^^     UNC 

Raleigh, 

January  20th.,  1864. 

My  Dear  Mother, 

I  returned  last  night  from  Virginia  "rectus  in  curia."  One  time 
there  was  a  back  woods  man  who  brought  his  dog  to  the  depot 
with  him,  to  carry  him  to  the  next  depot.  Instead  of  putting  him  on 
the  cars,  he  tied  him  behind.  The  conductor  remonstrated  with 
him,  but  he  replied,  "darned  if  old  Tige  can't  keep  with  this 
wagon,"  and  let  him  remain.  On  getting  to  the  depot,  he  found 
all  his  dog  beat  off  except  the  head,  which  was  dangling  from  the 
rope.  He  said,  "Old  Tige,  you  was  a  good  dog,  you  died  atrying^ 


arms,  food,  and  supplies.  Hugh  Talmage  Lefler  and  Albert  Ray  Newsome,  North 
Carolina:  The  History  of  a  Southern  State  (Chapel  Hill:  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina Press,  Revised  Edition,  1963),  436,  hereinafter  cited  as  Lefler  and  Newsome, 
North  Carolina. 

25  Susannah  Sarah  Washington  Graham  (1816-1890),  daughter  of  the  John 
Washingtons  of  New  Bern,  married  William  A.  Graham  in  1836  and  was  his  con- 
genial, devoted,  well-loved  companion  through  successes  and  tribulations.  She  bore 
him  ten  children,  nine  sons  and  one  daughter.  W.  A.  Graham  Clark  (comp.),  "Des- 
cendants of  James  Graham  (1714-1763)  of  Ireland  and  Pennsylvania,"  chart  in  the 
William  A.  Graham  Papers,  Southern  Historical  Collection,  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  hereinafter  cited  as  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants." 
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So  I'm  either  going  to  get  married^^  on  the  8th.  of  next  June,  or 
die  a  trying.  I  hope  you  will  write  that  letter  immediately,  as  I 
told  her  some  time  since  I  had  asked  you  to  write  her,  and  you  had 
promised  to  do  so.  So  please  set  down  and  write  to  day  to  her  and 
have  the  matter  settled.  I  staid  Sunday  and  went  to  Church  with 
her,  we  got  there  rather  late,  and  I  walked  in  as  if  my  business  was 
to  buy  out  that  community,  and  was  prepared  to  do  it.  She  is  just 
the  sweetest  thing  in  the  Confederacy,  and  you  will  think  so  too, 
when  you  see  her.  She  sent  her  love  to  you,  and  all  the  family. 

I  laid  over  all  day  yesterday  at  Henderson, 27  the  down  train 
having  run  off  near  that  place.  I  was  considerably  annoyed  between 
Petersburg  and  Weldon28  by  a  man  whom  I  suppose  had  been 
hearing  ''Ghost  Stories  J'  at  any  rate,  he  seemed  much  disturbed 
by  ''spirits.^'  The  "Advance"  is  in,  but  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  a  good 
while  before  she  can  go  out,  as  she  must  have  been  injured  by 
running  aground. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  my  resignation. 

I  have  cloth  for  a  broadcloth  suit  on  the  "Advance",  which  will 
cost  me  about  $500.,  or  about  a  sq.  yd.  of  cloth  for  the  same  of 
money. 

Love  to  all. 
Y'r  affect'  Son, 


Joseph  Graham  to  William  A.  Grahatn  UNC 

Camp  Taylor,  Va., 
Jan.  21st,  1864. 

My  dear  Father 

I  write  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter,  introducing  me  to  Mr. 
Smith,29  and  to  inform  you  that  I  think  it  has  accomplished  much 


26  William  A.  Graham,  Jr.  married  Julia  Lane  (1848-1909)  of  Virginia,  later  in  the 
year.  Clark,  "Graliam  Descendants." 

27  Hendereon,  the  county  seat,  was  locatetl  in  south  central  Vance  County.  Origi- 
nally settled  by  Virginians  in  1789,  it  was  incorporated  in  1841  and  named  for 
North  Carolina  Chief  Justice  Leonard  Hendei-son.  William  S.  Powell  (comp.).  The 
North  Carolina  Gazetteer  (Chapel  Hill:  University  of  North  Carolina  Press,  1968), 
221,  hereinafter  cited  as  Powell,  North  Carolina  Gazetteer. 

28  The  railroad  from  Weldon  to  Petersburg  was  a  vital  link  in  the  Confederate 
transportation  system. 

29  North  Carolina  Confederate  Congressman  William  Nathan  Harrell  Smith. 
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Joseph  Graham 

towards  the  acceptance  of  my  resignation.  I  arrived  in  Richmond 
on  Monday  morning,  and  about  noon  I  walked  up  to  the  Repre- 
sentative's Hall,  but  found  the  House  in  secret  session.  I  sent  in 
my  letter  to  Mr.  Smith,  and  in  a  short  time  he  came  out,  and 
received  me  very  kindly  indeed.  After  a  short  conversation,  he  said 
if  I  had  my  Surgeon's  Commission  with  me,  he  had  no  doubt  but 
that  he  could  go  down  and  have  it  fixed  up  that  morning. 

So  I  accompanied  him  to  the  War  office,  but  the  doors  were 
closed,  it  being  after  hours.  He  announced  himself  as  a  Member 
of  Congress,  however,  and  on  particular  business,  and  was  admit- 
ted, I  remaining  in  the  antechamber.  He  took  the  letter  and  both 
my  commissions  to  show  to  the  Sec'y  of  War.  After  a  little  while 
he  came  to  the  door,  and  introduced  me  to  Mr.  Seddon,  who  asked 
if  my  resignation  was  in  the  Adj't  Genl's  Office,  and  I  told  him  I 
could  not  tell,  that  I  had  forwarded  it  several  days  previously. 

He  then  handed  Mr.  Smith  for  the  Adj't  Gen'ls  Office  [a  note] 
which  read  as  follows:  "If  Capt.  Graham's  resignation  has  arrived, 
accept  it,  and  if  not,  send  it  to  me  as  soon  as  it  comes.  "  He  also  told 
me  I  could  go  on  and  act  as  if  it  were  already  accepted.  Upon 
inquiry  at  the  Adj't  Genl's  Office  we  found  it  had  not  come,  and 
to  prevent  delay  told  the  clerk  to  send  it  to  Mr.  Smith  as  soon  as 
accepted.  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  mail  it  to  me  directly,  so  that  I 
would  not  have  to  await  its  return  throtigh  official  channels.  It 
probably  got  to  Gen'l  Lee's  Hd.  Qrs.  today,  and  should  reach  the 
Secretai7  of  War  the  latter  part  of  this  week,  unless  there  is  a  great 
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press  of  business  at  Hd.  Qrs.  So  I  presume  I  will  not  be  detained 
here  many  weeks. 

I  find  my  horse  has  scratches  in  one  hind-foot,  and  I  wish  to  try 
and  get  that  some  better,  or  I  would  start  Edmund  in  a  few 
days.  .  .  .  Travelling  is  very  expensive  and  disagreeable  at  this  time. 
I  stopped  at  the  Ballard  House  in  Richmond,  and  they  charged  me 
$41.  for  four  meals  and  lodging  for  Ed  and  myself. 

I  called  on  Gen'l  Morgan^*^  that  night,  but  he  had  gone  up  to  see 
the  Secy  of  War,  and  1  failed  to  make  his  acquaintance,  having  to 
leave  early  next  morning  for  Camp.  And  I  was  from  six  O'clock 
A.M.  to  Seven  p.m.  making  the  journey  of  about  eighty  miles,  and 
the  car  1  rode  in  was  very  cold  indeed.  But  1  believe  I  suffered  none 
from  it,  more  than  a  great  tax  upon  my  patience.  If  Willie  is  at 
home  this  week  please  explain  to  him  what  to  do  when  he  goes  to 
present  the  check  on  Bank  of  N.C.  for  payment.  I  wrote  him  a  note, 
but  he  may  misunderstand  me. 

I  found  my  company  generally  well,  but  vei^  many  of  them  quite 
low  spirited,  at  the  prospect  of  losing  me, — their  Commander. 
They  have  exhibited  so  much  confidence  in  me,  and  have  fought 
so  nobly  under  my  command,  that  I  shall  take  leave  of  them  with  a 
great  deal  of  reluctance.  It  was  in  bad  condition  when  I  took 
charge,  but  now  I  believe  it  is  one  of  the  best  companies,  both  for 
fighting  and  for  discipline,  which  can  be  found  in  the  Service.  It 
is  acknowledged  at  Battalion  Hd.  Qrs.  to  be  the  best  here. 

I  may  sell  my  horse  here,  if  I  get  a  good  offer  for  him,  but  horses 
are  not  so  high  in  Virginia  now  as  in  our  State.  I  have  twelve  men 
constantly  absent  on  furlough  of  18  days.  So  I  presume  the  most  of 
the  men  will  visit  home  before  the  Spring  campaign  sets  in.  All  the 
Officers  but  two  to  a  company  are  allowed  to  go  on  leaves  of 
absence. 

Some  of  the  citizens  of  Charlotte  have  contributed  two  barrels 
of  Molasses  (Sorghum)  to  my  Company,  and  the  men  are  faring 
finely  now. 


^^  John  Hunt  Morgan  (1825  1864),  an  Alabama  native  who  settled  in  Kentucky, 
raised  a  company  too  late  for  active  service  in  the  Mexican  War  but  rose  from  cap- 
tain to  brigadier  general  in  the  Confederate  army.  A  flamboyant  cavalryman, 
Morgan  led  raids  into  Kentucky  and  Ohio  as  well  as  against  Federal  railroads  and 
communications  in  lennessee.  In  July,  1863,  he  was  captured  near  New  Lisbon, 
Ohio,  and  confined  with  part  of  his  command  in  the  Ohio  State  Penitentiary  at 
Columbus.  A  few  months  later  he  and  his  men  escaped  and  he  returned  a  hero. 
Surprised  by  Federal  troops,  Morgan  was  killed  near  Greenville,  Tennessee,  in 
September,  1864.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  566. 
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Mr.  Smith  thought  Congress  would  not  suspend  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus — and  I  was  truly  glad  to  hear  him  say  so.  They  are 
afraid  it  will  cause  several  members  to  resign,  and  might  bring 
on  an  open  rupture  between  State  authorities  and  the  Government. 

Please  give  my  love  to  Mother,  and  the  family.  Also  let  Bettie 
know  you  have  heard  from  me. 

Your  affect.  Son 


Edward  Jones  Hale 

Edward  J.  Hale^^  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

[with  enclosure] 

Fayetteville, 

Jany.  23rd,  1864. 

It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  obtrude  upon  you,  occupied  as 
you  must  be;  and  1  would  not  do  so  but  for  the  receipt  of  a  letter 


^^  Edward  Jones  Hale  (1802-1883),  of  Fayetteville,  a  native  of  Chatham  County, 
was  the  editor  of  the  influential  Fayetteville  Observer.  He  had  learned  his  journalism 
with  Joseph  Gales,  editor  of  the  Raleigh  Register,  and  Gales  and  Seaton  ot  the 
National  Intelligencer  (Washington,  D.C.).  While  in  Washington  learning  his  trade, 
he  met  the  great  men  of  the  day  and  established  an  enduring  friendship  with  Henry 
Clay.  Not  surprisingly  he  was  a  Clay  Whig  in  politics.  Hale  lived  at  Haymount 
Plantation  near  Fayetteville,  enjoyed  a  large  income,  and  traveled  extensively.  In 
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this  moment  from  a  gentleman  of  position  &  influence,^^  ^  copy 
of  which  I  annex,  thinking  that  you  ought  to  see  it. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  universal  expression  of  regret,  so  far  as  I 
know,  that  you  declined  the  vacant  seat  in  the  Senate.  We  are  on 
the  verge  of  ruin,  and  I  verily  believe  that  unless  the  purposes  of  a 
treasonable  party  in  this  State  can  be  arrested,  in  some  way.  &  at 
once,  all  is  lost.  How  that  is  to  be  done,  I  am  neither  able  nor 
entitled  to  decide. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  add,  that  my  information  in  regard  to 
Judge  Reade's^^  speech  differed  essentially  from  the  account  given 
in  this  letter.  I  fear  I  was  misinformed. 

Yours  truly, 
E.  J.  Hale 

[Copy  of  letter  from  Robert  S.  French  to  Edward  J.  Hale] 

"In  my  anxiety  I  am  led  to  ask  if  you  cannot  induce  Gov.  Graham 
to  come  out  from  his  reticence  on  the  contemplated  Convention 


the  1850s  he  tleclined  two  important  New  York  offers,  including  one  to  become  etlitor 
of  the  New  York  World.  A  Unionist  who  supported  the  Bell-Everett  ticket  in  1860, 
he  opposed  secession;  but  as  a  southern  man  and  North  Carolinian,  Hale  went  with 
his  state.  Hale  supported  Vance  for  governor,  remained  loyal  to  the  Confederate 
cause,  and  denounced  Holdens  peace  movement  in  vitriolic  terms  editorially  and  pri- 
vately. Federal  troops  destroyed  Hale's  presses  and  offices  in  1865,  and  his  association 
with  the  Observer  ended  after  forty  years  as  editor.  In  1866  he  established  the  New 
York  publishing  house  of  E.  J.  Hale  and  Sons.  Hale  has  been  eulogizetl  as  the  ablest 
southern  editor  of  his  day.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  MI,  179-184. 

^2  The  author  of  the  letter  copied  and  appended  to  Hale's  was  Robert  S.  French 
of  Lumberton;  later,  of  Wilmington.  Robert  S.  French  to  Edward  J.  Hale,  January 
22,  1864,  Edward  J.  Hale  Papers,  Division  of  Archives  and  History,  hereinafter  cited 
as  Hale  Papers. 

^^  Edwin  Godwin  Reade  (1812-1894),  of  Person  County,  was  educated  by  his 
widowed  mother  and  read  law.  After  having  worked  as  a  young  man  on  a  farm,  in  a 
carriage  shop,  and  in  a  tannery,  Reade  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1835  and  estab- 
lished his  practice  in  Roxboro.  He  became  one  of  the  "most  notable  advocates  in  the 
history  of  the  state.  "  He  wrote  a  number  of  important  decisions  while  he  was  an 
associate  justice  of  the  state  supreme  court,  1868-1879.  In  politics  Reade  was  first 
a  Whig,  then  a  Know- Nothing,  and  later  a  Republican.  He  servetl  one  term  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  1855-1857,  and  was  shocketl  by  the  attack  on  Senator 
Charles  Sumner.  At  Seward's  request  John  A.  Gilmer  approached  Reade  about  the 
possibility  of  a  place  in  the  Lincoln  cabinet,  but  Reade  declined  to  be  considered. 
He  opposed  secession,  favored  the  H olden-sponsored  peace  movement,  and  ap- 
proved congressional  reconstruction.  He  presided  at  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1865.  A  superb  speaker  and  energetic  fighter.  Reade  concealed  a  rather  cold  na- 
ture, maintaining  a  facade  of  dignified  affability.  The  Reade  speech  mentioned  in 
this  letter  was  matle  in  a  caucus  where  Graham  spoke  against  the  peace  movement. 
W.  A.  Huske  to  Edward  J.  Hale,  December  I.  1863,  Hale  Papers;  Dictionary  of 
American  Biography,  XV,  432. 
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movement,  irrepressible  it  may  be?  I  am  very  sorry  to  believe  that 
two  or  three  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  this  village  who  have 
heretofore  wielded  great  influence  over  the  people  in  political 
issues,  if  not  openly  in  favor  of  otir  entering,  not  opposed  to  the 
movement,  have  the  reported  and  generally  believed  social  and 
political  communion  of  Gov.  G.  with  the  Standard,  the  impression 
is  abroad  that  he  has  some  sympathy  with  the  movement.  I  know 
you  have  great  confidence  in  him,  and  this  fact  has  strengthened 
mine  Sc  very  many  others.  His  silence  when  the  people  say  he 
ought  to  speak,  gives  strength  to  a  movement  which  if  successfully 
made  brings  ruin  and  infamy  with  it. 

If  he  knows  this  and  does  not  speak  out,  he  wilfully  aids.  The 
peace  movement  in  the  Legislature  which  was  killed  off  by  Gov. 
G.  in  caucus,  was,  I  understand  most  warmly  urged  by  Judge  Reade 
in  the  same  caucus;  &  nothing  but  the  great  influence  of  Gov.  G. 
prevented  it  from  being  caiTied  into  the  Legislature.  Am  1  mis- 
informed about  this?  Can't  Gov.  G.  equally  control  it  now  openly? 
Do  you  know  that  the  appointment  of  Senator  was  tendered  to 
Gov.  G.  Sc  that  he  declined?  Did  Gov.  Vance  know  of  Judge  R's 
extreme  views  on  this  subject  which  threatens  us  so  imminently 
with  ruin  and  infamy?  If  so,  would  it  have  been  too  bare-faced  to 
have  appointed  Holden?  What  do  these  questions  mean?  Well,  I 
do  not  mean  by  them  to  trouble  you  to  answer  them.  I  only  write 
to  ask  pardon,  in  making  the  suggestion  about  Gov.  G.  " 

John  A.  Campbell  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Richmond,  Virginia., 
January  29th.,  1864. 

The  resignation  of  Capt.  Joseph  Graham,  refeiTed  to  in  your 
letter  of  the  18th.  Inst.,  has  been  reed,  and  was  accepted  two  days 
ago.  It  was  not  approved  by  General  Lee.^^ 


34  Robert  Edward  Lee  (1807-1870),  then  commander  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  was  destined  to  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  great  captains  in  history. 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XI,  120-129. 
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William  A.  Graham  to  Edward  J.  Hale      A&H:  HALE 

Hillsboro', 

January  29th.,  1864. 

Yours  of  the  23rd.  inst.  has  been  received,  and  although  a  day  or 
two  has  since  elapsed,  I  am  now  under  the  necessity  of  replying 
very  hastily. 

The  letter  of  which  you  enclose  an  extract,  appears  to  be  from 
an  excitable  person,  I  presume  an  original  secessionist  in  senti- 
ment, a  class  who  are  prone  to  exaggerate  passing  events,  and  to 
denounce  those  who  do  not  adopt  those  modes  of  controlling,  or 
counteracting,  them,  which  they  judge  the  most  effectual,  when 
supposed  to  be  of  evil  tendency. 

I  should  not  feel  inyself  at  liberty  to  disclose  to  this  description 
of  persons,  the  occurrences  of  a  political  meeting  held  among 
friends  for  constiltation,  but  to  you,  of  whose  kindly  regard  I  am 
well  assured,  and  with  whom  I  have  acted  in  political  concert  for 
so  many  years,  I  feel  free  to  communicate  any  thing;  not  doubting 
that,  if  there  be  variance  in  our  opinions,  there  will  at  least  be  no 
unworthy  suspicions  of  the  motives  which  influence  them. 

Let  me  premise  by  what  I  have  to  say  of  myself.  I  was  met  at  the 
house  of  a  friend  in  Lincoln  Co.,  when  on  my  way  to  York,  S.C., 
by  a  telegram,  mailed  at  Charlotte,  from  Gov.  Vance,  advising  of 
the  vacancy  in  the  Senate  C.S.,  &  tendering  to  me  the  appointment. 
I  replied  immediately,  that  I  was  on  a  journey  of  business,  which 
would  detain  me  some  time  from  home,  and  that,  when  I  should 
return,  my  family  had  scarcely  a  roof  over  their  heads,  and  my  busi- 
ness would  not  permit  my  absence  at  any  early  day;  and  was  obliged 
to  decline.  I  have  heard  that  the  Gov.  then  offered  the  commission 
to  Gov'r  Swain,  who  declined,  suggesting  Mr.  Reade.  Mr.  R.  was 
in  Raleigh  soon  aftei^wards,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Int'l 
Improvem't,  and  maugre  the  suspicions  of  your  correspondent,  I 
must  say,  I  was  gratified  to  see  the  announcement  of  his  accep- 
tance. I  have  known  him  familiarly  since  his  manhood,  now  more 
than  30  years.  There  are  few  men  of  my  acquaintance  to  whom  1 
would  more  willingly  entrust  the  maintenance  of  my  rights,  either 
as  a  gentleman  or  citizen,  in  these  trying  scenes  through  which  we 
are  passing.  I  was  not  present  at  the  caucus  meeting,  at  which  his 
speech  to  [which]  you  make  allusion,  was  delivered;  not  having 
then  reached  Raleigh;  nor  was  he  present  when  I  submitted  my 
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counsels  to  a  subsequent  meeting,^^  and  I  understand  that  he 
advised  that  some  expression  should  be  made  by  the  Gen'l  Assem- 
bly, of  a  readiness  or  desire  for  peace.  But  with  no  view  to  uncon- 
ditional submission  to  the  enemy,  and  with  all  proper  guards 
against  such  a  conclusion,  I  entertained  a  different  opinion,  and 
my  views  prevailed  among  our  friends,  but  my  regard  for,  and 
confidence  in,  Mr.  R.  is  undiminished,  and  I  cannot  but  regard 
this  carping  at  his  appointment,  of  which  I  learn  in  the  letter  of 
your  correspondent  the  first  example,  as  merely  factious. 

Mr.  Reade  is  one  of  Gov.  Vance's  original  friends,  one  of  his 
Comm'rs  of  Internal  Imp'v't,  and  a  supporter  of  Mr.  Gilmer  in 
the  Congr'l  election.  The  Gov'r,  I  presume,  had  heard  of  the  speech 
referred  to,  (though  of  this  I  have  no  information),  but  was  willing 
to  confide  in  the  ability,  discretion  8c  patriotism  of  Mr.  Reade, 
without  subjecting  him  to  any  creed  or  test. 

There  was  no  resolution  of  consei'vative  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  urge  or  agitate  the  calling  of  a  Convention,  or  for  any 
other  purpose.  Under  our  present  system  I  suppose  such  a  course 
allowable,  if  the  requisite  majority  think  proper  to  resort  to  it, 
though  it  will  hardly  be  found  more  peaceable  now  than  it  was  in 
1861.  This,  I  told  the  Convention,  when,  after  adopting  the  Con- 
stitution, certain  members  thrust  before  it  resolutions  declaring 
the  right  to  secede.  But  all  must  admit  it  is  an  extreme  remedy, 
and  is  not,  I  think,  called  for  in  the  present  state  of  our  affairs. 
There  can  be  no  end  to  this  contest  without  further  effusion  of 
blood.  It  is  a  melancholy  reflection,  but  I  fear,  too  true,  and  any 
movements  leading  the  enemy  to  suppose  that  we  will  abandon  the 
maintenance  of  our  rights,  is  greatly  to  be  deprecated.  I  do  not 
believe  the  calm  judgment  of  the  people  will  require  a  Convent'n 
at  present.  The  extravagant  propositions  introduced  into  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  in  the  last  part  of  the  present  session,  have 
induced  far  more  serious  thoughts  on  the  subject  than  any  com- 
bination at  Raleigh,  and  I  am  by  no  means  sure  that  it  would  not 
follow,  if  these  obnoxious  overtures  should  assume  the  form  of 
laws.  But  this  latter  I  consider  extremely  improbable.  In  this  con- 
nection I  must  also  observe  that  any  attempt  to  introduce  military 
force  to  control  freedom  of  opinion  or  discussion,  would  have  a 
most  unfortunate  operation. 


35  W.  A.  Huske  to  Edward  J.  Hale,  December  1,  1863,  Hale  Papers.  See  Max  R. 
Williams  and  others.  The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  (Raleigh:  Division  of 
Archives  and  History,  8  volumes  [Volumes  VH  and  VIII  projected],  1957-1973),  V, 
543-544,  hereinafter  cited  as  Williams,  Graham  Papers. 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  21 

I  have  not  leisure  at  this  moment  to  pursue  this  discussion.  I 
think  it  pretty  apparent  that  the  views  I  have  expressed  would 
hardly  be  satisfactoiy  to  your  correspondent. 

We  live  in  times  of  rumors  and  suspicions,  the  charities  of  life 
were  never  more  entirely  finished,  not  even  in  the  bitterest  of  old 
party  feuds. 

I  do  not  write,  therefore,  for  publication,  but  kindly  to  acknowl- 
edge your  cominunication,  and  to  notice  its  contents. 

.    Adam  B.  Davidson^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Rural  Hill, 

Januaiy  30th.,  1864. 

I  dislike  to  trouble  you  with  a  communication  of  this  kind,  but, 
as  I  think  you  are  the  proper  person,  &  are  eqaualy  [sic]  interested 
in  having  a  sufficient  poliece  [sic]  in  this  neighborhood,  to  watch 
over  our  negroes,  I  therefore  ask  you  to  use  your  influence  in 
having  my  Brother,  E.  C.  Davidson,37  detailed,  or  kept  at  home,  for 
that  purpose. 

We  have  a  Black  population,  I  think,  in  about  5  miles  square,  of 
not  less  than  1000  or  upwards  of  blacks,  8c  not  more  than  eight  or 
ten  men  to  manage  the  whole  number,  &:  perhaps  not  that  many 
when  the  last  call  is  taken  of.  You  know,  before  the  war,  the  white 
population  was  thin  for  the  number  of  Blacks,  &:  Constantine  is  a 
vei7  efficient  person  at  home. 

I  will  name  a  few  plantations,  and  you  can  judge  for  yotirself, 
McCoys,  Aunt  Peggy's  old  place,  my  own,  J.  A.  Cad  well's  qtiarter, 
your  own.  Brother  William's,  Mrs.  M.  Wilson's,  Mrs.  ToiTance's, 
and  several  others  I  don't  mention.  If  all  of  our  efficient  men  are 
taken  off,  I  think  it  questionable  whether  we  will  make  more  pro- 
visions than  will  answer  our  purposes,  and  I  am  certain  we  can't 
keep  that  order  and  discipline  that  is  necessary  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, as  their  is  now  a  disposition  among  the  negroes  to  be  more 
sulky  and  not  so  bidable,  I  have  no  Overseer  with  me,  and  can't 


^^Adam  Brevard  Davidson,  of  Rural  Hill  Plantation,  Mecklenburg  County,  was 
the  paternal  cousin  of  William  A.  Graham.  Chalmers  Gaston  Davidson.  Major  John 
Davidson  of  "Rural  Hill,"  Mecklenburg  County,  N.C.,  Pioneer,  Industrialist,  Planter 
(Charlotte:  Lassiter  Press,  1943),  75-79,  hereinafter  cited  as  Davidson,  Major  John 
Davidson. 

"^^  Edward  Constantine  Davidson.  Davidson,  Major  John  Davidson,  78. 
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get  any,  of  no  sort,  and  therefore  I  can't  expect  to  make  neare  the 
provisions  [as]  if  I  had  an  overseer.  In  fact  the  negroes  are  doing 
pretty  much  as  they  please,  and  if  the  men  all  leave,  I  don't  know 
what  will  become  of  us. 


Edwin  G.  Reade  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Senate  Chambers, 
Richmond, 

Feby4th,  1864. 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  1st.  which  I  have  just  recv'd. 

I  was  in  Raleigh  when  Mr.  Everett  [Avera]^^  of  Johnson  Co. 
introduced  peace  resolutions  into  the  Assembly.  It  was  thought  by 
our  friends  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  vote  upon  that  or  some 
kindred  one,  or  be  forced  by  their  eneinies  to  endorse  the  Presi- 
dent, etc.  That  night  they  called  a  caucus.  I  addressed,  at  the  in- 
stance of  a  committee  of  gentlemen,  the  caucus,  in  a  short  speech 
of,  I  suppose,  fifteen  minutes.  I  advised  the  adoption  of  a  resolution 
in  substance  as  follows: 

"Resolved  that  N.C.  is  undivided  in  her  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  the  Confederacy,  that  her  aim  is  independence,  &:  the  freedom 
and  safety  of  her  citizens,  with  these  she  earnestly  desires  peace, 
&  that  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword  may  give  place  to  negotiation." 
I  did  this  fust  because  it  was  supposed  that  they  would  be  obliged 
to  say  something  &:  this  was  the  least  that  could  be  said  8c  would 
probably  satisfy  the  people  &  not  embarrass  the  Government,  &: 
secondly  because  I  thought  the  people  would  demand  as  they  seem 
now  to  be  demanding  that  something  should  be  said,  fc  that  if  our 
friends  who  now  have  their  confidence  &  are  prudent  did  not  say 
something  that  the  people  would  throw  them  away  &:  take  up 
leaders  who  had  not  their  prudence  &:  who  might  do  mischief.  This 
is  the  matter  to  which  you  allude  in  your  letter.  I  did  not  favor  the 
peace  meetings  last  summer  but  advised  against  them.  Yet  I  did 
not  blame  the  people  or  suspect  their  loyalty  nor  do  I  now.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  present  movement  except  what  is  before  the  public 
&  I  have  neither  said  or  done  any  thing  pro  or  con.  I  have  an  ear- 
nest desire  for  peace  8c  would  do  any  thing  that  prudence  would 
allow  to  obtain  it,  but  he  is  a  knave  who  intimates  that  I  would  do 
what  ought  not  to  be  done. 

•^^  W.  H.  Avera,  Johnston  County  commoner,  had  introduced  peace  resolutions  in 
the  1862  legislature.  His  resolutions  caused  a  Furor  but  were  not  passed.  Connor, 
Manual,  191 3,  67 1. 
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On  taking  my  seat  here  I  was  reed  with  mueh  respect  by  the 
Senators,  which  I  beheve  has  now  increased  to  considerable  cor- 
diaUty.  I  have  shared  freely  in  the  debates  most  of  which  you  are 
aware  are  in  secret  &:  therefore  I  can  say  nothing  to  you,  I  wish  I 
could. 

I  found  here  every  where  the  most  mortifying  distrust  of,  & 
imputations  against  N.C.  Her  honored  form  was  in  the  dust,  all 
trodden  on  and  soiled,  Sc  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  her  own  sons  are 
mostly  to  blame  for  it,  &  say  the  hardest  things  against  her. 

I  have  in  every  presence  from  the  president  down,  said  and  done 
what  at  least  wanted  not  the  qualities  of  firmness  and  indepen- 
dence, &  I  hope  it  has  not  been  withotit  effect.  Yet  I  believe  that 
the  authorities  here  have  been  so  abused,  Sc  are  so  prejudiced 
against  N.C.  that  extreme  measures  will  be  resorted  to  against  her 
citizens. 

I  found  here  this  state  of  things  against  yourself,  "What  is  Gov. 
Graham's  position  now?"  "Gov.  Graham!  gentlemen,  why  is  it  pos- 
sible that  Gov.  Graham  too  is  under  the  banns?"  "We  have  great 
respect  for  Gov.  Graham,  but  it  has  been  given  out  here  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  take  a  seat  in  the  next  Congress,  Sc  when  we  saw  that 
he  declined  to  take  Mr.  Davis's  seat  we  thought  there  might  be 
something  in  it."  And  it  was  told  to  me  that  when  the  news  came 
that  you  had  declined,  one  of  otn  representatives  said  "I'll  be 
damned,  Sir,  if  he  is  not  about  to  stand  from  under."  You  may 
trust  that  I  have  met  all  this  with  proper  spirit  &  with  satisfactoi7 
explanation. 

So  far  as  I  can  judge  froin  conversations  outside  of  the  Senate  & 
without  reference  to  any  thing  said  in  the  Senate,  the  habeas  corpus 
will  be  suspended.  I  am  really  alarmed  for  the  consequences.  Right 
now,  when  the  soldiers  are  tendering  their  blood,  &  the  people  are 
pouring  in  their  treasures  in  tythes  8c  other  taxes  is  this  a  time  to 
exhibit  distrust  towards  them. 

Many  soon  after  my  arrival  sotight  introductions  &  interviews 
with  a  view  to  information  as  to  N.C.  Some  of  these  were  very  fair 
minded  &:  expressed  mtich  satisfaction.  Among  these  were  Mr. 
W.C.  Rives39  of  Va.  We  had  an  interview  of  some  two  hours.  He 


•^^  William  Cabell  Rives  (1793-1868)  was  a  Virginia  political  leader  and  diplomat. 
A  graduate  of  William  and  Mary,  he  was  schooled  in  law  and  politics  by  I  homas 
Jefferson.  He  was  twice  ambassador  to  France,  1829-1832  and  1849  1853;  a  congress- 
man, 1823-1829;  and  a  United  States  senator,  1832-1834  and  1836-1845.  Originally  a 
Jacksonian  Democrat,  he  broke  with  Van  Buren  over  the  subtreasury  scheme  and 
supported  Tyler  in  his  struggle  with  Clay.  By  1844  he  had  become  a  fidl-fledged 
Whig  but  maintained  his  states'  rights  predilections.  Rives  opposed  secession  but 
advised  Virginia  to  join  the  Confetleracy  under  the  irritant  of  federal  coercion.  He 
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said  he  wanted  the  whole  truth,  not  from  mere  curiosity  but  be- 
cause he  was  a  member  of  the  incoming  Congress,  had  great  regard 
for  the  State,  &:  he  desired  to  be  useful.  At  our  parting  he  expressed 
great  satisfaction  Sc  said  that  as  long  as  he  remembered  any  thing 
he  would  recur  with  pleasure  to  our  interview. 

Mr.  Foote^o  also  sought  an  interview  8c  expressed  unbounded 
delight  at  an  interview  which  in  some  way  or  other  he  had  under- 
stood I  had  with  the  President.  The  N.C.  delegation  at  the  Presi- 
dent's request  had  an  interview  with  him  about  N.C.^^  I  must  tell 
you  about  it  some  other  time.  I  can  only  say  now  that  in  my  opinion 
he  is  as  bitter  as  gall,  Sc  I  shall  feel  much  alarm  if  he  shall  be  clothed 
with  unbounded  power. 

Please  write  to  me  as  often  as  you  have  leisure. 

Edward  J.  Hale  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Fayetteville, 
Feby.  5th,  1864. 

I  have  [been]  endeavoring,  without  success,  to  find  an  hour  of 
leisure  to  write  you,  since  the  receipt  ofyour  favor  of  the  28th.  ult.^^ 
I  wished  to  say  that  the  writer  of  the  letter  of  which  I  sent  you  a 
copy  never  was  a  secessionist,  though  he  is  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  war,  (to  which  he  has  sent  his  sons)  now  that  we  are  in  it.  He 
was  a  Union  Democrat. 


was  a  member  of  the  Confederate  Congress.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XV, 
635-637. 

"^  Henry  Stuart  Foote  (1804-1880),  of  Mississippi,  was  a  native  Virginian  who  grad- 
uated from  Washington  College  (now  Washington  and  Lee)  in  1819.  In  1823  he 
moved  to  Mississippi  where  he  gained  the  reputation  of  being  the  best  criminal 
lawyer  in  the  state.  Elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  in  1847,  he  ardently  favored 
all  the  compromise  measures  passed  in  1850.  In  1851  Foote  defeated  Jeffei-son  Davis 
in  the  Mississippi  gubernatorial  contest.  His  administration  was  characterized  by  a 
struggle  between  the  states'  rights  and  Union  factions  in  the  state,  with  Davis  and 
himself  as  chief  protagonists.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  governor  Foote  went 
to  California  but  settled  in  Tennessee  where  he  opposed  secession.  As  a  member  of 
the  Confederate  Congress  he  consistently  criticized  the  Davis  administration.  Foote 
resigned  in  disgust  when  Davis  refused  peace  proposals.  He  entered  Union  territory 
but  received  a  cool  reception  from  the  Lincoln  government  and  he  eventually  went 
to  Europe.  The  author  of  several  books  including  The  War  of  Rebellion  (1866), 
which  contested  the  idea  that  the  war  was  irrepressible,  Foote  might  be  called 
the  Vallandigham  of  the  South.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  VI,  500-501. 

■**  The  details  of  this  meeting,  unfortunately,  have  remained  wrapped  in  secrecy. 

'^^  January  29  is  the  correct  date. 
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I  greatly  regietted  from  the  first  that  you  did  not  (could  not,  as 
I  now  learn  from  your  letter)  accept  the  seat  in  the  Senate.  But 
now,  I  still  more  regret  it,  since  I  see  that  Mr.  Reade  has  made  a 
few  remarks  in  the  Senate  calculated,  Sc  probably  intended,  to 
excuse  or  justify,  the  action  of  the  Standard  and  its  party .^^  How  he 
could  say  that  resolutions  adopted  by  public  meetings,  &  published 
not  only  without  rebuke  but  with  manifest  &  expressed  pleasure, 
in  favor  of  the  "Constitution  as  it  is  and  the  Union  as  it  was,"  do 
not  mean  disloyalty,  passes  my  comprehension.  I  have  very  great 
respect  forjudge  Reade,  personally  and  politically,  but  the  doubts 
very  recently  suggested  of  his  fitness  to  represent  the  State  have 
received  a  very  sad  confimiation  in  those  remarks  of  his.  They  will 
encourage  disaffection,  and  discourage  both  the  enemy  and  the 
loyal  people. 

As  to  a  Convention,  I  hope  you  do  not  regard  me  as  questioning 
the  right  to  hold  one,  whenever  the  proper  authority  shall  so 
decide.  The  objection  is  not  to  the  power,  but  to  the  purpose 
avowed  by  the  Standard,  viz,  to  enable  North  Carolina  to  take  her 
own  affairs  into  her  own  hands,  &;  to  withdraw  the  key -stone  from 
the  arch.  My  information  satisfies  me,  that  those  in  the  Legislature 
who  chafed  at  the  wise  conclusion  to  which  you  had  brought  the 
meeting,  privately  arranged  the  Convention  question  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defeating  Gov.  Vance,  and  of  getting  the  state  into  their 
own  hands.  I  never  supposed  for  a  moment  that  this  was  done  with 
your  knowledge  or  approbation.  But  I  cannot  doubt  that  such  a 
scheme  was  agreed  on.  I  greatly  wish,  that  instead  of  Judge  Reade's 
encouragement,  the  scheme  could  have  your  opinion,  now  avowed 
to  me,  publicly  and  earnestly  impressed  upon  the  people.^^  Be 


'^.  Edwin  G.  Reade's  speech  in  the  Confederate  Senate  was  delivered  on  January 
30,  1864,  and  published  in  Holden's  North  Carolina  Standard  on  February  10,  1864. 
Reade  discussed  the  reasons  for  dissatisfaction  in  North  Carolina  and,  by  implication 
at  least,  defended  the  convention  movement  by  commenting,  "I  say  that  whether 
she  calls  a  convention  or  not,  or  whatever  she  may  do,  will  be  so  marked  with  pro- 
priety, that  others  in  time  to  come,  as  in  time  past,  will  evince  their  high  apprecia- 
tion of  it,  by  claiming  that  she  was  not  the  first  to  do  it,  but  they  were."  The  feeling 
aroused  by  the  speech  in  the  state  is  evidence  of  how  tense  public  sentiment  was  at 
the  time. 

^■^  The  frequently  unwarranted  criticism  of  Graham  for  not  saying  or  doing  just 
what  his  critics  desired  was  an  interesting  indication  of  the  place  he  held  in  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  the  people.  Their  pleasure  in  having  him  in  the  Confederate 
Senate  was  often  mingled  with  deep  regret  at  losing  him  from  the  state  Senate. 
Vance  aptly  expressed  this  feeling  when  he  wrote:  "You  ask  who  will  supply 
Graham's  place  in  the  Senate.  I  don't  know — it  can't  be  supplied.  The  legislature  is 
a  very  weak  body  at  best,  and  after  Graham  is  taken  out,  it  is  a  catfish  without  a 
head."  Zebulon  B.  Vance  to  Edward  J.  Hale,  February  4,  1864,  Hale  Papers. 
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assured  that  it  needs  every  effort  to  defeat  it.  And  it  was  with  a 
hope  that  you  might  take  the  same  view  of  the  exigency,  (not  with 
any  misgivings  as  to  your  opinions,)  that  I  sent  you  the  copy  of  the 
letter. 


A.  Rufus  Bryan"^^  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Rutherfordton,  N.C., 
Feby6th,  1864. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  address  you  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
your  opinion  on  the  necessity  &:  propriety  of  a  Convention  in  this 
State  which  is  now  being  so  strenuously  urged. 

I  am  led  to  do  this  from  the  fact  of  my  great  confidence  in  your 
judgment  &:  prudence  as  a  Statesman,  as  well  as  the  difficulty  I  have 
of  understanding  the  aim  and  object  of  its  advocates.  There  has 
already  been  a  public  meeting  held  here  to  favour  a  call  of  the  Leg- 
islature to  inaugurate  a  Convention,  and  the  people  are  exhibiting 
much  enthusiasm  in  its  favour.  The  arguments  used  are,  that  ow- 
ing to  the  delayed  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  (in  May)  it 
is  too  distant,  &:  that  it  is  important  for  the  State  to  offer  or  propose 
terms  of  negotiations  for  peace  as  soon  as  possible,  also,  that  in  view 
of  proposed  acts  of  Congress  the  State  ought  to  enter  its  protest 
against  their  passage,  et  cet. 

I  find,  too,  that  there  are  no  small  number  of  individuals  here 
that  are  disposed  and  some  indeed  express  a  desire,  that  the  Con- 
vention should  consider  the  propriety  of  takeing  \sic]  the  State  out 
of  the  Confederacy.  I  confess  that  this  latter  idea  fills  me  with  aston- 
ishment and  leads  me  to  doubt  the  avowed  motives  of  the  friends 
of  the  Convention,  I  sincerely  hope  that  such  is  not  the  real  or 
remote  idea  of  its  advisers. 

Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  give  me  your  opinions  upon  the 
propriety  or  necessity  of  a  Convention  &  whether  you  think  any 
good  can  emanate  from  it  for  the  interest  of  the  State,  &:  the  accom- 
plishment of  an  early  peace  &:  honorable  settlement  of  our  national 
struggle. 


^^  A.  Rufus  Bryan,  son  of  a  militia  general,  Edmund  Bryan,  represented  Ruther- 
ford County  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  1862  and  1864.  For  many  years  he  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Rutherfordton.  Clarence  W.  Griffin,  History  of  Old 
Tryon  and  Rutherford  Counties,  North  Carolina,  1730-1936  (Asheville:  Miller 
Printing  Company,  1937),  253,  254,  hereinafter  cited  as  Griffin,  Old  Tryon  and 
Rutherford. 
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I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  at  an  early  day,  as  I  am 
frequently  called  upon  to  know  my  opinion  &  have  not  as  yet  been 
able  to  take  a  decided  position  in  the  matter,  for  reasons  mentioned 
above. 


Augustus  Summerfield  Merrimon 
Augustus  S.  Merrimon'^^  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Asheville,  N.C. 
Feby.  22nd,  1864. 

I  would  not  have  you  understand  from  what  I  am  about  to  say, 
that  I  am  unmindful  of  the  impenetrable  darkness  that  now  enve- 


^^  Augustus  Summerfield  Merrimon  (1830-1892),  of  Buncombe  County,  was  a  suc- 
cessful lawyer,  an  excellent  trial  judge,  and  a  highly  regarded  appellate  judge.  He 
was  a  Union  Whig  Commoner  in  1860;  briefly  a  Confederate  soldier  in  1861;  solici- 
tor, 1861-1865;  and  superior  court  judge,  1865-1867.  In  1867  he  moved  to  Raleigh 
where  he  became  one  of  the  chief  opponents  of  congressional  reconstruction,  serving 
on  the  panel  which  presented  the  case  agaiast  Holden  in  impeachment  proceedings. 
He  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  in  1868  but  accepted  in  1872  and  was 
defeated.  He  was  a  Democratic  United  States  senator,  1873-1879,  associate  justice  of 
the  state  supreme  court,  1883-1889,  and  chief  justice,  1889-1892.  Dictionary  of 
American  Biography,  XII,  569-570. 
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lopes  the  struggling  South,  and  that  I  am  wholy  unaware  of  the 
dangers  present  and  prospective,  that  threaten  its  absolute  over- 
throw. On  the  contrary,  I  beg  to  assure  you,  that  I  am  fully  alive  to 
the  impending  dangers  of  the  most  momentous  character,  which 
may,  within  the  next  three  or  six  months,  determine  the  fate  of  the 
Southern  people.  In  my  view  too,  (and  I  do  not  found  my  judg- 
ment on  whimsical  conclusions,  reached  through  prejudice, 
passion,  fear  or  undue  excitement)  the  prospect  of  success  is  not 
more  than  flattering;  indeed,  all  things  considered,  it  is  gloomy 
and  forebodes  evil.  Nevertheless,  every  possible  effort  should  be 
made,  to  secure  public  liberty  and  shield  and  preserve  the  honor 
and  integrity  of  the  Southern  people.  No  price  is  too  dear,  that  will 
accomplish  this  end  "devoutly  to  be  wished."  With  this  view,  just 
at  this  time,  one  imperative  question  presents  itself:  What  public 
powers  ought  to  be  exercised,  and  what  others  ought  not  to  be 
exercised,  and  by  whom  ought  the  necessary  powers  to  be  exercised? 
Here  permit  me  to  make  one  or  two  remarks. 

I  know  you  are  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  our  Governments, 
both  State  and  Confederate;  and  you  are  familiar  with  the  charac- 
ter and  habits  of  our  people.  They  have  been  reared  under,  and 
accustomed  to,  our  peculiar  republican  forms  of  government,  have 
enjoyed  our  republican  liberty,  and  are  deeply  and  immovably 
attached  to  them;  and  one  fact  you  may  accept  as  firmly  and  un- 
alterably established, — they  will  not  tamely  submit  to  any  other 
form  ofgoverninent  whether  in  peace  or  war.  They  will  insist  upon 
keeping  in  view  the  landmarks  of  their  liberty  and  they  will  not 
consent  to  any  breach  of  the  bulwarks  of  their  freedom.  1  flatter 
myself  that  you  recognize  the  truth  of  this  remark  and  cordially 
join  me  in  the  unqualified  endorsement  of  so  praiseworthy  a 
determination,  one  worthy  a  brave  people  descended  from  a  noble 
ancestry.  I  make  these  remarks  in  view  of  the  wide  spread  alarm 
among  the  people,  growing  out  of  the  extraordinary  exercise  of 
questionable  powers  on  the  part  of  the  President  and  Congress. 
Need  I  acquaint  you  with  the  fact,  that  the  people  are  really 
alarmed,  greatly  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  their  liberties  under  our 
forms  of  government?  They  are  indeed  alarmed,  and  I  confess  there 
is  cause  for  alarm,  and  believe  me  when  I  tell  you,  this  very  alarm, 
but  too  well  founded,  is  going  far  towards  precipitating  the  South 
upon  a  fearful  doom. 

Can  it  be  successfully  denied  that  the  whole  legislation  of  Con- 
gress from  the  time  it  first  assembled  at  Montgomery  down  to  the 
close  of  the  late  session,  has  tended  directly  to  the  consolidation  of 
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power  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  in  great  part  civil,  as  well  as 
Military?  Much  of  this  legislation  too,  has  been  done  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  President  and  with  what  avidity  and  alacrity,  but 
how  imprudently  has  he  exercised  the  high  powers  con feiTed  upon 
him!  I  need  not  stop  to  cite  facts;  you  are  familiar  with  them. 

Let  no  man  deceive  himself  into  the  opinion  that  the  people, 
the  popidace,  take  no  notice  of  their  rulers  and  flagrant  departures 
from  the  rules  established  for  their  guidance  and  government. 
They  watch  in  times  of  danger  like  the  present,  with  ceaseless  vigi- 
lance, their  rulers,  and  are  quick  to  perceive  error  and  to  make  an 
effort  to  apply  the  correction.  The  people  too,  have  a  correct  notion 
of  the  great  fundamental  principles  of  their  government,  much  as 
their  general  intelligence  is  derided,  underrated  and  decryed. 
They  have  watched  earnestly  the  action  of  Congress  and  the  Presi- 
dent; and  they  have  submitted  quietly  to  the  encroachments  of 
their  powers  upon  the  powers  and  rights  of  the  States,  hopeing 
confidently  and  anxiously  that  the  only  object  and  desire  had  in 
view,  was  independence  and  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war.  But 
how  sadly  mistaken  and  disapointed!  So  far  from  bringing  inde- 
pendence and  a  close  of  the  war,  these  ends  are  far  removed  into 
impenetrable  complexity  and  darkness,  and  the  toleration  of  the 
exercise  of  high  powers,  too  of  the  unlawful  powers,  has  inflamed 
theinsatiable  thirst  of  the  Presidentfor  more  andyet  higher  powers, 
and  Congress  too,  with  a  defiant  insolence,  has  by  its  late  action 
under  taken  to  give  him  the  powers  he  desires. 

It  is  touching  the  late  action  of  Congress  in  the  passage  of  the 
Military  Act,  that  I  desire  to  make  a  suggestion  for  your  considera- 
tion, and  I  ventine  to  hope  that,  if  you  take  the  view  of  the  matter 
I  do,  you  will  communicate  your  opinion  to  Gov.  Vance,  who  has 
gi  eat  respect  for  you  personally  and  the  highest  confidence  in  your 
patriotism  and  judgment  as  a  Statesman. 

I  have  only  seen  a  telegraphic  epitoine  of  the  late  Act  to  which  I 
call  your  attention,  btit  I  do  not  doubt  that  its  leading  features  are 
correctly  stated.  All  persons  between  the  ages  of  18  &:  45  years,  sav- 
ing exemptions,  are  to  be  conscribed  into  the  Army;  and  all  pers- 
sons  between  the  ages  of  17  &:  18  &:  45  &:  50  yeai^s,  are  to  be  con- 
scribed  for  State-defense  and  this  force  for  State  defense  is  to  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  and  his  subordinates.  If  I  am 
correct  in  this  statement,  it  sweeps  down  the  Militia  and  other 
Military  Organizations  of  the  several  States  and  leaves  the  Execu- 
tives and  the  States,  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  President.  He  is 
to  have  the  whole  Military  power  of  the  Country  in  his  hands  and 
the  States  are  mere  matters  of  form  and  powerless. 
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Now  in  my  judgment,  the  Executives  of  the  States  ought  not  to 
allow  the  execution  of  that  part  of  this  Act,  which  provides  for  a 
Confederate  Army,  expressly  for  State  defense.  The  State  Legisla- 
tures have  power  to  provide  such  Army  for  State  Defense,  if 
needed,  to  be  under  the  command  of  the  Gov.  of  the  State. 

This  Act  sweeps  away  our  State  Military  Organizations  and 
leaves  the  Gov.  a  formal  officer  stripped  of  power  and  himself  and 
a  formal  State-government  subject  to  the  whim  and  insults  of  the 
President  and  those  under  his  direction.  At  no  time  ought  the 
Confed.  Gov.  to  be  allowed  to  absorb  the  whole  Military  power  of 
the  States,  and  especially  at  this  time  of  danger,  when  there  is  a 
manifest  purpose  to  subvert  State  authority! 

I  undertake  to  say,  that  the  Confed.  States  Gov.  has  no  legiti- 
mate power  to  demand  the  whole  Military  force  of  the  several 
States,  when  the  latter,  for  any  purpose,  require  a  Military  Organi- 
zation; and  if  our  Legislature  has  established  a  State  Military 
Organization,  or  shall  hereafter  do  so,  the  Confed.  authorities, 
cannot  lawfully  dissolve  such  organization,  and  place  the  State 
soldiery  into  a  Confed.  Military  Organization.  In  my  judgment, 
when  men  are  recruited  into  the  State  service  men,  the  Confed. 
authorities  cannot  legitimately  demand  and  take  them,  though 
they  claiin  to  do  so  and  to  take  men  within  conscript  age  out  of 
State  service. 

In  my  judginent,  the  highest  interests  of  the  State,  its  integrity 
and  dignity  and  the  safety  of  the  liberties  of  our  people,  demand 
that  the  Gov.  shall  promptly  notify  the  President,  that  a  Confed. 
Army  for  State  defense,  as  proposed  by  Act  Congress,  cannot  be 
organized  in  this  State.  If  necessary  to  place  the  class  of  our  popula- 
tion designated,  in  the  Army,  let  our  Legislature  place  it  there 
under  the  direction  and  control  of  State  authority.  Let  us  restore 
some  of  the  means  of  defense,  let  us  have  a  force  organized,  suffi- 
cient to  compel,  if  need  be,  a  due  observance  of  the  decisions  of  our 
Courts  and  the  execution  of  our  laws.  We  are  now  sufficiently  shorn 
of  power,  especially  in  view  of  the  threatening  state  of  public 
affairs. 

Will  you  consider  of  this  matter,  and  if  you  think  proper,  give 
the  Gov.  the  benefit  of  a  hint  on  the  subject?  I  hope  he  has  already 
thought  of  the  matter.  I  shall  write  him  on  the  subject  and  I  con- 
fidently hope  he  will  make  some  amicable  anangements  with  the 
President. 

There  is  a  lamentable  state  of  public  dejection  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  The  great  Mass  of  the  people  are  impatient  for  peace,  and 
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hundreds  are  prepared  to  receive  it  upon  almost  any  terms.  Some- 
thing must  be  done  speedily  to  restore  ptiblic  confidence,  or  all 
will  be  lost. 

Otu  Countiy  here  is  greatly  exhausted  and  there  is  a  fair  pros- 
pect of  great  suffering  before  harvest.  The  Military  authorities  are 
taking  every  thing  the  people  can  spare  and  much  they  cannot. 
What  is  to  become  of  this  part  of  the  State,  I  can't  tell.  I  anticipate 
the  worst. 

I  would  that  something  could  be  done  to  relieve  our  unhappy 
Country  froin  a  war,  the  offspring  of  false  ambition,  poison,  and 
fanaticism.  What  can  be  done?  Can  you  point  me  to  the  star  of 
hope?  If  you  can,  pray  do  so.  I  hope  you  will  find  leistire  to  write 
me  a  line  touching  the  State  of  the  Country,  its  prospects,  etc.  and 
what  the  good  men  of  the  State  ought  to  do  in  reference  to  the 
Summer  elections. 

Pardon  me  for  troubling  you  with  so  long  a  letter. 

Samuel  F.  Phillips'^'^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh, 

Febmaiy  26th.,  1864. 

I  rec'd  by  today's  mail,  the  pamphlet  of  which  I  spoke  while  in 
Hillsboro'. 

Gov'r  Vance  has  returned.  Dr.  Warren^^  represents  him  to  have 
addressed  a  very  large  crowd  at  Wilkesboro',  and  good  audiences 


"^^  Samuel  Field  Phillips  (1824-1903),  a  native  of  Harlem,  New  York,  was  the  son  of 
James  Phillips,  University  of  North  Carolina  professor  of  math,  1826-1867,  and  the 
brother  of  Charles  Phillips  and  Cornelia  Phillips  Spencer.  After  gracUiating  from  the 
university  in  1841  with  the  highest  honors  in  his  class,  Samuel  F.  Phillips  read  law 
with  both  David  L.  Swain  and  William  Horn  Battle  prior  to  opening  a  Chapel  Hill 
practice.  He  was  a  state  legislator,  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1865, 
reporter  of  the  North  Carolina  Supreme  Court,  commissioner  of  war  claims,  assistant 
district  attorney  in  the  justice  department,  and  Unitetl  States  solicitor  general.  In 
politics  he  was  a  firm  Union  Whig,  but  he  opposetl  the  excesses  of  the  Democratic 
party  during  Reconstruction.  By  1870  he  was  a  Republican  and  was  that  party's 
unsuccessful  candidate  for  state  attorney  general.  As  a  federal  official  Phillips  prose- 
cuted many  Ku  Klux  Klan  cases.  He  aspired  to  a  seat  on  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  but  was  frustrated  in  this  ambition.  Van  Noppen  Papers;  Spencer  Alumni 
Project. 

"^^  Dr.  Edward  Warren  (1828-1893),  of  Edenton,  the  son  of  an  eminent  physician, 
Dr.  William  Christian  Warren,  attended  Fairfax  Institute  near  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
and  graduated  from  the  University  of  Virginia  in  1850  and  Philadelphia's  Jefferson 
Medical  College  in  1851.  Except  for  a  four-year  interlude  in  Paris  he  practiced  in 
Edenton  with  his  father,  prior  to  accepting  a  chair  in  medicine  at  the  Univei>>ity 
of  Maryland  just  before  the  war.  He  served  the  Confederate  cause  as  medical  inspec- 
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Samuel  Field  Phillips 

at  three  other  places.  He  took  ground  against  a  Convention,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  not  effect  what  its  friends  desired;  represented 
himself  as  being  in  favor  of  carrying  on  the  War  for  500  years,  if 
necessary  for  Independence;  was  opposed  to  the  suspension  of  the 
writ  of  Hab.  Corpus;  would  enforce  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  whatever  it  may  be,  upon  the  question  of  substitutes,  etc; 
criticized  the  administration  of  Mr.  Davis  with  severity,  and  was 
particularly  severe  upon  secession  and  secessionists  in  general, 
with  a  special  clause  still  more  pungent  upon  such  original  seces- 
sionists as  now  desired  to  occupy  a  corner  of  Mr.  Holden's  blanket. 
He  did  not  say  anything  about  the  Standard.  He  intended  to  pub- 
lish his  speech  in  the  Standard,  but,  upon  finding  it  suspended, ^9 

tor  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  and  as  surgeon  general  of  North  Carohna 
troops.  Late  in  the  war  his  Surgery  for  Field  and  Hospital  was  witlely  used  by  Con- 
federate doctors.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  Baltimore  and  founded  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  which  later  mergeti  with  the  University  of  Maryland. 
He  left  Baltimore  in  1872  to  become  chief  surgeon  of  the  Egyptian  army  where  his 
success  brought  the  title  Bey  of  Egypt.  Poor  health  caused  him  to  abandon  Egypt 
for  Paris,  where  he  began  to  practice  in  1875.  In  1885  he  published  his  notable 
autobiography  A  Doctor's  Experience  in  Three  Continents.  A  Union  VS^hig  in  politics, 
Warren  in  1863  vainly  sought  a  seat  in  the  Confederate  Congress.  Greensboro  Daily 
News,  May  26,  1963. 

■^^  While  V^ance  was  stiunping  the  state,  Holden  announced  on  February  24,  1864, 
that  the  Standard  wouki  suspend  publication.  Presumably  the  cause  was  the  passage 
by  the  Confederate  Congress  of  an  act  authorizing  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  which  was  announced  in  the  same  issue.  Later  B.  F.  Moore  toltl  Holden  that 
only  the  intervention  of  Congressman  William  I.  Dortch  prevented  President  Jeffer- 
son Davis  from  ordering  the  editor's  arrest.  In  May  the  Standard  resumed  normal 
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has  selected  some  other  Paper, — which,  my  informant,  Mr. 
Cameron, 50  could  not  say.  I  learn  that  the  Gov'r  cairied  a  Rich- 
mond Reporter^!  with  him;  which  looks  very  deliberate.  Dr. 
WaiTen  thought  that  his  speeches  were  well  received,  although  a 
majority,  especially  at  W.  [Wilkesboro] ,  evidently  did  not  coin- 
cide with  him  in  relation  to  a  Convention.  I  have  my  information 
from  Mr.  Winston,52  (Bertie)  &  Mr.  Cameron. 

Mr.  Cameron  tells  me  that  on  last  Saturday,  Mr.  Holden^^  called 
several  of  his  friends  together,  to  consider  of  the  question  of  his 
suspending  the  Standard.  Mr.  C,  being  out  of  the  way,  did  not  re- 
ceive his  card  of  invitation.  Mr.  Moore^"*  %c  Mr.  Richardson  (the 

publication  antl  vigorously  supported  the  canditiacy  of  Holden  for  governor. 
Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina,,  58n-59n. 

^^  Probably  John  D.  or  John  W.  Cameron,  both  of  whom  were  journalists. 

^1  The  Richmond  reporter  was  G.  Clifton  Stechnan  who  made  a  stenographic  re- 
port of  the  speech. 

52  Patrick  Henry  Winston  (1820-1886),  of  Bertie  County,  farmed  and  practiced  law 
after  graduating  from  Columbia  University.  He  was  a  member  of  the  state  Commons 
in  1850  and  1854;  financial  agent  between  North  Carolina  and  the  Confederacy; 
president  of  the  council  of  state  in  1864;  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1865,  representing  Franklin  County;  and  university  trustee,  1874-1883.  Spencer 
Alumni  Project;  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  379,  439,  503. 

53  William  Woods  Holden  (1818-1892),  a  native  of  Orange  County,  had  been  since 
1843  editor  of  the  partisan  North  Carolina  Standard  (Raleigh),  the  outstanding 
Democratic  oi^an  in  the  state.  Holden  had  been  a  powerfid  force  in  the  revitali- 
/ation  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the  1850s,  but  was  denied  the  party's  support  for 
the  high  pid^lic  offices  which  he  coveted.  Never  one  to  be  trammeled  by  political 
philosophies,  Holden  was  successively  a  Whig,  a  secession  Democrat,  a  Unionist  and 
peace  advocate  during  the  Civil  War,  and  a  Republican.  He  was  appointed  provi- 
sional governor  by  Andrew  Johnson,  was  defeated  for  the  governorship  by  Jonathan 
Worth  late  in  1865,  but  was  elected  to  that  position  in  1868  after  the  franchise  had 
been  broadened  and  the  freedmen  galvanized  to  the  Republican  party.  In  1870 
Governor  Holden  was  removetl  from  office  by  impeachment  for  acting  arbitrarily 
while  protecting  corrupt  elements.  Holden,  clearly  a  man  of  energy  and  ability,  was 
one  of  the  most  controversial  figures  in  North  Carolina  history.  Dictionary  of  Ameri- 
can Biography,  X,  138-140;  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  III,  184-206;  McCormick, 
Conventional  Personnel,  4546. 

•'''*  Bartholomew  Figures  Moore  (1801-1878)  was  a  native  of  Halifax  County,  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  a  learned  antl  profound  lawyer,  and  a 
courageous  and  devoted  public  servant.  He  began  his  political  life  as  a  Crawfortl 
Republican  but  eventually  became  a  staunch  Henry  Clay  Whig.  He  sat  in  the  1836, 
1840,  1842,  and  1844  sessions  of  the  House  of  Commons,  where  he  championed  the 
North  Carolina  Whig  program  of  reforms  and  internal  irrrpiovements.  He  was  North 
Carolina  attorney  general,  I848-185I.  Moore's  successful  brief  in  State  v.  Will 
(1834)  signalled  the  end  of  the  harsher  features  of  the  states  slave  codes.  Al- 
though he  felt  that  the  South  was  aggrieved,  Moore  tienied  the  right  of  secession 
and  never  changed  that  opinion.  He  refused  to  swear  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
Confederacy  and  was  thirs  barred  frorrr  practicing  irr  Confederate  courts.  He  did 
not  join  the  peace  movement  in  North  Carolina  but  made  no  secret  of  his  Urriorr 
sentiments.  Moore  opposed  the  Johnsorr  plan  of  reconstruction,  favoring  corrtinuation 
of  existing  southern  legislatures.  When  he  was  rrrade  pr  ivy  to  Johnson's  plans  and 
asked  to  recommend  a  provisional  governor,  Moore  declined.  Moore  was  a  leader   in 


34  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

broker)^  were  for  his  continuing  to  publish.  Others,  of  whom  was 

Mr.  Worth, ^^  advised  a  suspension,  &  to  this  opinion  Mr. 
Holden  himself,  leaned.  The  ground  for  suspending  was  the 
suspension,  etc.,  and  its  probable  effect  upon  free  speech.  I  have 
not  yet  seen  Mr.  Holden.  Mr.  Cameron  assures  me  that  he  will 
declare  himself  as  Candidate  against  Governor  Vance  in  a  very  few 
days.  He  spoke  with  confidence  of  this.  Mr.  C.  says  that  he  mani- 
fests some  anxiety  to  be  in  the  field  before  certain  others,  whom  he 
fears  as  rivals  upon  the  Convention  Platform.  Mr.  Cameron  men- 
tioned Mr.  Fowle^^  as  being  amorous  (as  Mr.  Waddell  would  say) 
upon  the  subject,  and  also  spoke  of  Mr.  Reade  as  another  who 
might  be  ^o  be  forestalled.  I  told  him  that  I  supposed  Mr.  Holden 
mistaken  upon  this  matter,  as  regards  Mr.  Reade.  Mr.  Holden 
regards  Gov.  Vance  as  having  committed  a  sort  of  suicide  in  oppos- 
ing a  Convention,  If  that  were  the  only  issue  before  the  People, 

the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1865.  He  drafted  the  repeal  of  the  secession  ordi- 
nance but  predictably  was  bitterly  opposed  to  repudiation  of  Confederate  debts.  He 
had  little  sympathy  with  the  Consenatives  in  the  troubled  yeare  1866-1868,  but  even 
less  with  the  Radical  Repid)licans.  Moore  had  a  large  and  successful  practice  in 
United  States  Supreme  Court  cases  until  his  death.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography, 
XIH,  114  115. 

^5  W.  R.  Richardson,  a  Raleigh  broker  and  journalist,  was  one  of  the  owners  of 
the  Daily  Progress  (Raleigh).  Provisional  Governor  Holden  appointed  him  treasurer 
of  Wake  County  on  June  .SO,  1865.  Richardson  soon  became  a  staunch  Republican. 
Moses  N.  Amis,  Historical  Raleigh  From  Its  Foundations  in  1792  (Raleigh:  Edwards 
and  Broughton,  1902),  191-192,  195,  hereinafter  cited  as  Amis,  Historical  Raleigh; 
Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina,  107n. 

^6  Jonathan  Worth  (1802-1869),  a  native  of  Guilford  County,  represented  Randolph 
County  in  the  state  Senate  in  the  1860-1861  session.  After  reading  law  with  Archi- 
bakl  D.  Murphey,  Worth  practiced  his  profession  in  Asheboro.  He  also  engaged  in 
various  agiicultural  pursuits  and  fostered  the  building  of  railroads  and  plank  roads. 
A  partisan  Whig,  Worth  opposed  nullification  and  all  Jacksonian  policies.  As  a 
member  of  the  state  Senate  (1858,  1860)  he  opposed  secession  and  military  prepara- 
tions. Nevertheless,  he  supported  the  Confederacy  with  vigor  and  sincerity.  He  was 
state  treasurer,  1862-1865,  where  he  displayetl  financial  capacity  of  the  fii^st  order. 
Although  he  welcomed  peace,  Worth  did  not  support  Holden 's  peace  movement. 
In  the  fall  of  1865  he  defeated  Holden,  then  provisional  governor,  in  a  gubernatorial 
campaign  in  which  he  carried  the  banner  of  the  former  Union  men,  including  Gra- 
ham, who  tlistrusted  Holden.  He  served  until  his  removal  from  office  in  1868  by 
military  order.  He  performed  ably  the  difficult  task  of  reconciling  hostile  state  fac- 
tions, reassuring  a  suspicious  Johnson  achninistration,  and  satisfying  hostile  northern 
opinion.  Because  of  Worth's  efforts,  North  Carolina  was  spared  some  of  the  worst 
features  of  militai7  rule.  He  favored  ratification  of  the  Constitution  of  1866  but 
balked  at  approval  of  the  Fourteenth  Amendement.  While  he  lacked  brilliance, 
Worth  had  integrity,  common  sense  and  good  judgment,  and  a  genius  for  taking 
good  advice.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XX,  536. 

57  Daniel  Gould  Fowle  (18S1-1891),  of  Raleigh,  native  of  Beaufort  County,  at- 
tended the  Bingham  School  antl  graduated  from  Princeton  in  1851.  He  studied  law 
with  Richmond  M.  Peaj-son  and  became  associated  with  Hamilton  C.  Jones  in  a 
Raleigh  practice.  He  was  a  Clay  Whig  in  politics  who  supported  the  Bell-Everett 
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I  think  him  mistaken.  Of  course  I  do  not  mean  the  remark  I  am 
about  to  make  as  any  disparagement  of  the  Party,  for  I  am  a  sort 
of  outside  pillar  of  it  myself,  but  still  it  is  true  that  the  larger  part 
of  the  men  who  want  nerve,  are  upon  Mr.  Holden's  side,  (I  mean 
upon  the  general  question  of  Peace.)  These  gentry  swell  his  ranks 
considerably,  flowever,  upon  the  issue  of  Convention — it  being 
explained  to  them — it  is  very  patent  to  ordinary  apprehension  that 
any  action  hy  the  Convention,  in  the  direction  they  desire,  will 
bring  civil  war  into  their  yards,  and  upon  their  very  hearths.  I 
suppose  that  a  very  considerable  fraction  of  the  timid  will  refuse 
to  support  its  advocates.  But,  if  Vance  advocates  Eternal  War,  or 
Independence,  I  shall  be  in  doubt  about  the  result.  My  own  sup- 
port of  the  Governor  would,  in  such  event,  turn  upon  personal 
considerations.  I  can  hardly  anticipate  the  state  of  things  which 
would  make  it  proper  that  Mr.  Holden  should  be  Governor  of 
North  Carolina,  at  a  time  when  spirit,  coolness,  singleness  of  pur- 
pose, &:  statesmanship,  are  so  much  required  as  now.  Vance  may 
lack  the  latter  qualification,  but  I  attribute  the  others  to  him.  I 
do  not  regard  Mr.  Holden  as  possessing  any  one  of  them.  He  is 
wise  in  his  own  generation,  but  such  people  are  not  now,  more 
than  1800  years  ago,  children  of  the  light. 

I  was  sorry  to  hear,  upon  getting  to  Chapel  Hill  from  Hills  bo  ro', 
that  James  N.  Patterson,  Esq.^^  will  oppose  Captain  Berry.  This  is 
in  great  measure  the  doing  of  our  friend,  S.  Smith, ^^  who  is  a  sort 
of  Puck  in  politics,  especially  when  a  little  in  liquor.  He  was  so 
upon  the  occasion  when  he  got  up  a  petition  to  Mr.  P.,  requesting 
him  to  become  a  Candidate,  (two  weeks  or  more  ago)  &  was  active 
in  getting  citizens  of  Chapel  Hill  to  sign  it.  I  am  the  more  sorry 
for  it,  that  Mr.  P.  will  hardly  get  a  vote  in  the  County  respectable 


ticket  and  opposed  secession.  Accepting  the  inevitable,  he  joined  the  "Raleigh  Rifles" 
as  a  private  but  was  soon  appointetl  a  major  in  the  commissai-y  department.  In 
August,  1861,  he  resigned  and  was  instrumental  in  raising  the  Thirty-first  North 
Carolina  Regiment,  which  he  served  as  lieutenant  colonel  until  he  was  captured  at 
Roanoke  Island.  After  his  parole  he  was  elected  to  the  Commons  but  served  briefly 
as  major  general  and  adjutant  general  of  North  Carolina  troops,  resigning  this 
position  over  a  question  of  authority.  Fowle  became  increasingly  concerned  about 
the  encroachment  of  Confederate  authority  upon  the  state,  joining  Pearson  and 
others  in  opposition.  He  was  judge  of  superior  court,  1865-1867,  and  governor,  1888- 
1891,  opposing  congressional  reconstruction  and  advocating  white  supremacy.  Fowle 
has  been  characterized  as  an  excellent  orator  and  responsible  public  sewant.  Samuel 
A.  Ashe,  "Daniel  G.  Fowle,"  Van  Noppen  Papers. 

^^  James  N.  Patterson  was  a  lawyer  in  Chapel  Hill. 

59  Sidney  Smith  represented  Orange  County  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  1846  as 
a  Democrat.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  741;  Lefler  and  Wager,  Orange  County,  88. 
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enough  to  soothe  him  for  his  defeat,  unless  something  turns  up  of 
which  I  do  not  dream.  Something  possibly  may  arise  out  of  Mr. 
Holden's  opposition  to  Vance,  which  may  draw  the  lines  in 
Orange.  However,  I  hope  not.  Of  course  Mr.  Smith's  petition  has 
pledged  some  of  Capt.  Berry's  friends  around  C.H.,  who  had  no 
anticipation  of  his  canvassing  for  the  Senate.  1  do  not  know  who 
these  are,  but  heard  that  Mr.  Jones  Watson^^  had  signed. 

I  remain.  Sir, 

With  Great  Respect, 

Your  Friend  and  Servant, 

Zehulon  B.  Vance  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Raleigh 

March  3,  1864 

You  will  see  by  this  mornings  papers  that  I  have  opposition.  The 
man  who  has  borne  deepest  on  my  confidence  and  whom  my 
friends  have  persisted  in  apologising  for,  has  at  length  shown  his 
purpose. 

As  this  development  gives  a  new  face  to  affairs,  1  would  be  greatly 
obliged  if  you  could  spare  time  to  come  down  and  advise  with  me 
as  to  the  best  course  to  be  pursued.  I  am  sadly  in  need  of  advice 
on  several  important  matters.  At  the  urgent  request  of  Mr.  Worth 
I  have  summoned  my  Council  for  the  11th  inst.,  &:  would  like  to 
see  you  before  that  day. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Zehulon  B.  Vance  A&H:   VANCE 

Hillsboro', 

March  5th.,  1864. 

Your  note  requesting  me  to  visit  Raleigh  within  a  few  days,  was 
received  yesterday.  I,  at  first,  thought  I  might  go  down  today,  but, 
failing  in  that,  and  being  obliged  to  go  to  Granville  Court,  I  hope 


^'^  Jones  Watson,  a  merchant  and  lawyer  of  Chapel  Hill,  was  a  county  commis- 
sioner. Chapel  Hill  magistrate  and  mayor,  and  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina 
House  of  Representatives,  1872-1874.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  742;  Lefler  and  Wager, 
Orange  County,  193,  196.  364. 
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The  original  letter  of  March  5,  1864,  from  William  A.  Graham  to  Zebulon  B.  Vance 
is  filed  in  the  North  Carolina  State  Archives,  Raleigh. 


to  take  Raleigh  in  my  way  home,  and  to  be  there  on  Wednesday  or 
Thursday  next. 

The  events  to  which  you  allude  are  well  calculated  to  create 
embarrassment,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  afford  any  aid  in 
their  solution.  But  such  opinions  as  I  am  able  to  fonn,  shall  be 
wholly  at  your  service. 

With  assurances  of  high  re2:ard,  I  am, 

Very  tridy  Yours. 
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Jamls  Augustus  Graham 

James  A.  Graham^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Camp  27th  No.  Ca.  Infy 
[Near  Richmond] 
March  10th,  1864 

We  have  become  quiet  in  Camp  once  more  and  as  the  Yankee 
Cavalry  seem  to  have  gone  entirely  away  from  Richmond  I  am  in 
hopes  that  we  will  remain  quiet  for  some  time. 

Everything  has  been  quiet  along  our  lines  on  the  Rapidann 
[sic]  since  we  run  the  Yankees  away  from  Madison  the  first  part 
of  last  week.  The  march  to  Madison  C.H.  last  Teusday  [sic]  week 
was  the  worst  that  I  ever  saw.  It  was  raining  and  sleeting  all  the 
time  and  a  good  many  of  the  men  who  were  bare  footed  left  the 
blood  in  their  tracks  as  they  marched  along  the  turnpike.  ...  It 
has  been  raining  all  day  and  looks  as  though  it  may  continue  for 
some  time. 


*^i  James  Augustus  Graham  (1841-1909)  graduated  from  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  in  1860.  An  officer  in  the  Twenty-seventh  North  Carolina  Regiment, 
Graham  was  wounded  in  action  twice  before  his  service  to  the  Confederacy  ended. 
He  was  a  lawyer,  state  senator,  and  university  trustee  after  the  war.  Spencer 
Alumni  Project;  William  A.  Graham,  General  Joseph  Graham  and  His  Papers  on 
North  Carolina  Revolutionary  History  (Raleigh:  Edwards  and  Broughton,  1904), 
183,  hereinafter  cited  as  Graham.  General  Joseph  Graham;  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  482. 
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We  are  glad  to  see  it,  for  the  more  it  rains  the  longer  will  it  be 
before  the  Campaign  can  open,  for  the  Artillery  cannot  move 
while  the  roads  are  bad  and  the  Campaign  is  not  likely  to  commence 
until  the  roads  are  in  good  condition  for  the  Artillery  and  wagons. 

There  is  no  news  in  Camp  and  very  little  in  the  papers. 


'iJ- 


John  Washington  Graham 
John  W.  Graham^^  to  William  A.  Graham 


UNC 


56th.  Reg't,  N.C.T., 
Weldon,  N.C., 

March  13th.,  1864. 

My  Dear  Father, 

No  doubt  you  have  been  anxious  to  know  why  I  have  not  written 
in  the  last  three  weeks. 


^2  John  Washington  Graham  (1838-1936),  the  second  of  ten  chilchen  born  to 
William  A.  and  Susan  Washington  Graham,  was  an  1857  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
vei"sity  of  North  Carolina.  Later  he  was  a  tutor  at  his  alma  mater  and  read  law  with 
Samuel  Field  Phillips  and  William  Horn  Battle.  He  served  the  Confederacy  with 
distinction,  achieving  the  ranis,  of  major  in  the  Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment. 
After  the  Civil  War  John  Washington  Graham  was  an  opponent  of  Negro  suffrage 
and  a  leading  Conservative.  His  public  service  included  his  being  a  delegate  to  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1868;  a  state  senator  from  Orange  Coimty  in  the  1868, 
1870,  1872,  1876,  1901.  and  1911  sessions;  trustee  of  the  sinking  fund  of  the  North 
Carolina  Railroad,  1877-1879;  and  a  University  of  North  Carolina  trustee,  1877-1928. 
"John  Washington  Graham,"  Van  Noppen  Papers;  News  and  Obsemer  (Raleigh), 
March  25,  1928;  Spencer  Alumni  Project. 
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I  sent  to  Gen'l  Pickett^^  an  application  for  leave  of  absence  on 
16th.  of  last  month,  and  expected  every  day  to  receive  it  and  go 
home,  luitil  the  24th.,  when  we  received  marching  orders.  I  had 
been  sick  for  more  than  two  weeks  previous,  suffering  a  good  deal 
from  attack  of  dysentery,  and  inflamation  [sic]  of  bowels,  but  had 
got  well  enough  to  go  on  the  march.  We  returned  to  Camp  yester- 
day, after  one  of  the  hardest  marches  that  I  have  ever  been  on.  We 
left  on  25th.  Feb.,  and  proceeded  to  Murphy's  Station,  on  Seaboard 
and  Roanoke  R.R.,  three  miles  this  side  of  Franklin.  Our  expedi- 
tion consisted  of  24th.,  25th.,  49th.,  k  56th.  Reg'ts  N.C.,  Pegram's^^ 


63  Cieorge  Edward  Pickett  (1825-1875),  of  Virginia,  graduated  from  West  Point  in 
1846  last  in  a  class  of  fifty-nine.  Brevetted  twice  for  his  actions  in  the  Mexican  War, 
he  sened  on  the  lexas  frontier  and  in  WcLshington  Territory  from  1849  to  l86l. 
He  earned  the  commendation  of  the  United  States  for  holcUng  San  Juan  Island  in 
Puget  Sound  until  joint  occupation  arrangements  coidd  be  made,  despite  British 
threats.  When  he  reachetl  Richmond  in  1861.  he  was  made  colonel  ami  assigned  to 
tluty  on  the  lower  Rappahannock.  Promoted  to  brigadier  general  in  February,  1862, 
he  led  a  brigatle  in  the  Peninsula  campaign  with  such  dash  and  courage  that  it 
earned  the  sobriquet  "the  Gamecock  brigade."  Pickett  was  severely  wounded  at 
Gaines's  Mill  and  did  not  return  to  arms  until  after  Lee's  first  Maryland  campaign. 
After  being  promoted  to  major  general,  he  commanded  Lee's  center  at  Fredericks- 
burg and  served  crecUtably  with  Longstreet  in  the  Suffolk  campaign.  1  he  high  mark 
of  Pickett's  career  came  on  the  third  day  of  Gettysburg  when,  at  Longstreet's  com- 
mand, a  part  of  his  division  gallantly  but  vainly  sought  to  break  the  Union  center. 
Ironically,  he  formed  the  troops  but  did  not  lead  "Pickett's  Charge. "  Neither  Pickett 
nor  his  division  was  ever  the  same.  After  commanding  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia  for  some  months,  he  was  ordered  back  to  Virginia  in  time  to 
contain  Butler  at  Bermuda  Hundred  before  retiring  to  the  trenches  before  Peters- 
burg. He  fought  in  the  retreat  from  Petersburg  and  surrendered  at  Appomattox.  Re- 
turning to  civilian  life,  he  refused  a  commission  in  the  Egyptian  army  and  President 
Grant's  offer  of  a  United  States  marshalship,  preferring  instead  to  accept  the  Vir- 
ginia agency  of  the  Washington  Life  Insurance  Company  of  N'ew  York.  Dictionary  of 
American  Biography,  XIV,  570-571;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  651-652;  Ezra  J. 
Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  Lives  of  the  Confederate  Commanders  (Baton  Rouge: 
Louisiana  State  University  Press,  1959),  2.'59-240,  hereinafter  cited  as  Warner,  Gen- 
erals in  Gray. 

6"* John  Pegram  (1832-1865),  of  Petersburg,  Virginia,  graduated  from  West  Point  in 
1854  and  prior  to  1861  servetl  the  old  army  routinely.  He  resigned  in  May,  1861,  and 
entered  the  Confederate  army  as  a  lieutenant  colonel.  He  took  part  in  the  Rich 
Mountain  campaign  of  1861  and  was  captured  by  McClellan.  After  his  return  to  the 
army  Pegram  was  promoted  to  colonel  and  was  chief  engineer  on  the  staffs  of  the 
generals  Beauregard  and  Bragg  during  much  of  1862.  Chief  of  staff  under  Kirby 
Smith  during  the  invasion  ot  Kentucky,  Pegram  was  appointed  brigadier  general  in 
November,  1862,  and  given  a  brigade  of  cavalry.  He  fought  at  Muifreesboro  and 
Chickamauga.  He  was  subsequently  transferred  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  to 
command  an  infantry  brigade  under  Early.  He  led  his  men  with  considerable  skill 
and  gallantry  at  the  Wilderness  and  in  the  Shenandoah.  On  February  6,  1865,  he  was 
killed  instantly  at  Hatcher's  Rim  in  the  defense  of  Petei>>bing.  His  funeral  was  con- 
ducted from  St.  Paul's  Church,  Richmond,  where  he  had  been  married  only  three 
weeks  before.  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  231-232;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary, 
629-630. 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  41 

Sc    Graham's^^    C^^-)    Batteries,    Col.    Dearing's^^    Command    of 
Cavalry,  about  250. 

Here  we  learned  that  we  would  go  into  Pasquotank,  &:  Camden 
Counties,  after  Bacon.  Next  day  we  crossed  Blackwater  at  Old 
South  Quay,  and  were  engaged  until  nearly  night  in  getting  over 
Wagons  and  Artillery,  as  we  had  only  one  ferry-boat.  Next  day 
(27th.)  we  marched  24  miles,  halting  four  miles  below  Gatesville, 
Next  day  we  marched  within  6  miles  of  South  Mills,  stopping  at 
White's  Store  in  Pasquotank  Co.,  a  march  of  22  miles.  At  Gates- 
ville we  were  joined  by  68th.  N.C.  Reg't,  Col.  Hinton,^^  (State 
Troops)  about  200  men.  Next  day  (29th.)  we  marched  to  South 
Mills,  crossing  Pasquotank  River,  Sc  Dismal  Swamp  Canal.  There 
we  rested  for  several  days,  sending  off  wagons  &  detachments  in 
every  direction  for  Commissary  Supplies,  some  to  Currituck  Co., 
Elizabeth  City  and  points  in  our  rear.  The  Country  from  the 
Blackwater  down  to  the  Turnpike,  through  Dismal  Swamp,  about 
20  miles  from  Gatesville,  is,  I  should  think,  rather  poor,  but  on  the 
other  side  in  Pasquotank  &  Camden,  it  is  a  beautiful  Country,  but 
you  can  see  that  the  laboring  population  is  gone.  You  meet  very 
few  negroes,  and  not  a  great  many  white  people.  The  large  majority 
of  them  are  still  true  to  the  South,  and  freely  gave  what  they  could 
to  the  Soldiers,  and  what  they  did  sell  was  very  cheap.  Bacon  at 
$1.00  a  pound,  as  a  general  rule,  sometimes  as  low  as  30  cents.  I 
bought  17  lbs.  at  $5.00,  2  hams  for  $10.00,  7  dozen  eggs  at  25  cents 
a  dozen  in  "Ratification"  money,  as  the  C.S.  money  is  called.  Our 
Brigade  Commissary  commenced  buying  at  $1.50  a  lb.,  but  after- 
wards raised,  and  paid  all  from  whom  he  bought  at  $2.50  per  lb., 
as  this  price  had  been  paid  by  some  agents  before.  This  was  show- 
ing entirely  too  much  generosity,  I  think,  as  the  danger  of  getting 
it  out  before  we  went  there  was  something.  At  Norfolk,  only  30 


^^  Archibald  Graham,  of  Rockbridge  County,  Virginia,  was  captain  of  the  Rock- 
bridge Artillery. 

66  James  Bearing  (1840-1865),  of  Virginia,  was  a  West  Point  catlet  in  the  class  of 
1862.  When  Virginia  seceded,  he  resigned  and  returned  home  to  join  the  Confederate 
army.  He  rose  from  lieutenant  to  brigadier  general  and  by  1864  commanded  the  horse 
artillery  in  Lee's  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  Dearing  was  mortally  wounded  just 
before  Appomattox  and  died  a  few  days  after  the  surrender.  Boatner.  Civil  War 
Dictionary,  228. 

67  James  W.  Hinton,  of  Pasquotank  County,  was  a  captain  in  the  Eighth  Regiment 
before  he  became  colonel  of  the  Sixty-eighth  North  Carolina  Regiment  upon  its  for- 
mation in  1863.  He  was  captured  in  December,  1864,  at  the  skirmish  of  Butlers 
Bridge  in  eastern  North  Carolina.  Walter  Clark  (ed.).  Histories  of  the  Several  Regi- 
ments and  Battalions  from  North  Carolina  in  the  Great  War,  1861 -'65  (Raleigh  and 
Goldsboro:  State  of  North  Carolina,  5,  volumes,  1901).  I,  387:  III,  713,  721;  IV,  17, 
hereinafter  cited  as  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments. 
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miles  from  South  Mills,  the  U.S.  Government  pay  12^2  cents  a  lb. 
for  Bacon,  in  "Green  backs.^^  The  Commissary  at  South  Quay  had 
been  buying  with  cotton  yarns,  Tobacco,  Brandy,  etc.,  and  repre- 
sented that  he  received  100,000  lbs.  every  ten  days.  We  expected  to 
find  the  Yankees  at  South  Mills,  but  did  not.  The  next  day,  March 
1st.,  Gen'l  Ransom,  with  Dearing's  Cavah^,  25th.,  49th.,  &  part 
of  24th.  Regt's  and  some  Artilleiy,  proceeded  up  Dismal  Swamp 
Canal,  and  met  the  Yankees,  &  pursued  them  until  about  6  miles 
from  Deep  Creek,  (This  is  nine  miles  from  Portsinouth)  drawing 
them  into  ambush,  and  killing  3  and  capturing  15  prisoners.  The 
next  day  this  party  of  ours  returned,  and  56th.  Reg't  (7  Co's)  and 
two  pieces  of  Artillery  were  sent  about  six  miles  above  South 
Mills,  and  threw  up  some  works.  In  the  afternoon  the  Yankees 
came  down,  within  a  mile  of  us,  but  we  could  not  get  them  to 
attack.  As  we  had  no  cavalry  with  which  to  pursue,  we  did  not 
attack  them.  They  disappeared  during  the  night.  The  prisoners 
captured  the  day  before  were  from  5th.  Penn.  Cavalry,  all 
Dutchmen. 

On  the  Friday  following  (March  4th.)  we  left  South  Mills  about 
midnight,  and  fell  back  to  Sandy  Cross,  about  21  miles.  On  Sunday, 
our  Reg't  went  on  Edenton  Road,  six  miles,  and  remained  on 
Picket  until  nearly  night,  as  the  Enemy  were  reported  advancing 
on  this  road.  This,  however,  turned  out  not  to  be  true. 

Next  morning  at  4  o'clock,  we  started  again,  and  passed  through 
Gatesville,  and  fell  back  within  6  miles  of  Old  South  Quay,  a  march 
of  nearly  23  miles.  The  next  afternoon  (Tuesday)  we  started  for 
Suffolk,  sending  Col.  Dearing  with  his  Cavalry  and  about  5  Com- 
panies of  Infantry  with  all  wagons  that  could  be  spared  back  to 
Sandy  Cross.  We  marched  through  Somerton,  aboiu  8  miles,  and 
stopped  for  the  night  within  16  miles  of  Suffolk.  Starting  again 
next  morning  at  4  o'clock,  we  proceeded  to  within  3  miles  of 
Suffolk,  where  we  were  joined  by  8th.  N.C.  Reg't,  and  aboiU  40 
men  of  Louisianna  [sic]  Battalion,  sendinjs^  forward  Scouts  and  skir- 
mishers, we  formed  our  line  and  waited  for  further  orders.  The 
24th.  Reg't  going  ahead,  were  charged  by  a  company  of  negroes 
(2nd.  N.C.  Cavalry)  whom  they  soon  put  to  flight.  Capt.  Durham,^^ 
A.  Q.  M.  49th.  Reg't,  volunteered,  with  some  of  the  couriers  and 


•'^  Cicero  A.  Durham,  of  Cleveland  County,  had  been  a  cadet  at  D.  H.  Hills  North 
Carolina  Military  Institute  prior  to  the  war.  He  sewed  as  captain  and  assistant 
quartermaster  of  the  Forty-ninth  Regiment.  A  gallant  soldier,  he  was  mortally 
wounded  at  Drewry's  Bluff  in  May,  1864.  He  was  later  characterized  by  the  regiment's 
historian  as  a  man  "absolutely  without  fear  "  who  possessed  "a  soul  without  reproach 
or  blemish."  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  II,  2H5;  III,  12H,  136. 
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a  few  others,  about  12  in  all,  to  charge  into  the  Yankees  as  soon 
as  we  reached  Suffolk.  Then  we  started,  24th.  ahead,  and  56th. 
Reg't  next,  and  at  a  double  quick  most  of  the  way.  Just  at  Suffolk 
there  was  a  stream  to  cross,  and  steep  hill  to  go  up,  through  the 
fortifications.  But  the  Yankees  made  no  stand  there.  Capt.  Durham 
with  his  squad  charged  into  3  Cos  of  Cavalry  drawn  up  across  a 
street  at  the  other  end  of  Suffolk.  We  had  yet  nearly  a  mile  to  go, 
and  such  another  run  I  never  saw.  As  we  went  through  the  town, 
the  ladies  that  were  left  there  were  standing  at  their  doors,  some 
waving  handkerchiefs,  some  ci'ying,  some  praying,  and  others 
calling  to  us  to  "kill  the  negroes."  (Our  Brigade  did  not  need  this 
to  make  them  give  "no  quarter,"  as  it  is  understood  amongst  us 
that  we  take  no  negro  piisoners.) 

As  we  got  nearly  through  the  town,  the  negroes  charged  us  with 
Cavalry  and  opened  with  one  small  howitzer,  and  ftom  several 
houses.  We  also  discovered  another  force  of  Cavalry  on  our  right, 
who  I  suppose  had  started  to  get  in  our  rear,  but  finding  out  how 
strong  we  were  had  commenced  a  retreat.  Capt.  Durham's  squad 
had  been  forced  to  fall  back,  his  horse  being  shot  through  the  head, 
and  two  of  his  party  wounded.  Three  negroes  tried  to  take  him 
prisoner,  but  cutting  two  over  the  head,  and  iTinning  one  through 
the  body,  he  escaped.  It  took  but  little  time  to  form  om  two  Reg'ts, 
although  the  men  did  not  get  up  until  about  as  we  were  ordered 
back.  I  got  nothing  but  a  horse-brush  &  clothes  broom.  The  next 
morning  the  Yankees  advanced  with  a  large  cavalry  force,  but  were 
driven  back  by  our  Artillery  firing.  About  1  o'clock  we  commenced 
a  retreat,  as  our  object  (to  prevent  a  raid  upon  oiu'  wagons  at 
Sandy  Cross)  had  been  effected.  We  fell  back  about  12  miles 
(marching  all  the  way  without  a  halt)  and  the  next  day  reached 
Franklin,  and  on  yesterday  came  on  the  train  back  to  this  place, 
pretty  well  used  up,  as  we  have  had  no  clean  clothes  or  our  pants 
off  for  over  two  weeks.  We  have  subsisted,  the  whole  Brigade,  for 
that  time,  and  I  understand  brought  out  about  150,000  lbs.  of 
Bacon. 

Your  affte  son, 

[P.S.]  About  30  negroes  killed  at  Suffolk.  Our  loss  two  killed,  8 
wounded. 
It  was  a  beautiful  sight  to  see  our  Artillery,  which  went  in  a 
gallop  right  through  our  ranks  in  the  street,  wheeling  to  the  right 
and  firing  by  sections.  Our  Reg't,  forming  on  the  right  of  24th. 
was  sent  to  cut  off  the  party  on  our  right,  the  artillery  following  & 
firing  over  our  heads.  We  charged  across  a  field  with  a  yell,  but 
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could  not  catch  the  negroes,  as  they  had  still  too  much  start  of  us, 
and  were  on  horseback.  We  could  see  them  tumble  though,  when 
the  Artillery  fired.  As  we  had  no  cavaliy  we  cotild  not  continue, 
and  had  run  over  3  miles.  We  put  those  to  flight  in  front  of  us,  but 
six  desperate  scoundrels  in  a  house  were  still  firing.  A  squad  of  a 
few  surroinided  the  house,  after  the  negroes  had  killed  one  of 
24th.  Reg't,  and  put  fire  to  the  house,  four  ran  out,  who  were 
instantly  killed,  but  not  till  one  of  the  49th.  Reg't  had  been  killed 
by  them. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  my  application  for  leave  of  absence 
since  my  return,  and  have  veiy  little  idea  now,  that  it  will  be 
granted.  We  are  again  expecting  to  go  on  a  march,  and  have  orders 
from  the  General  not  to  allow  any  one  to  go  half  a  mile  from  Camp, 
without  special  permission. 

I  regret  very  much  that  I  could  not  be  at  home  during  the 
Courts,  but  I  can't  tell  now  when  I  can  get  off.  I  suppose  our  Bri- 
gade will  be  moved  to  Chowan  and  Meherin  rivers  to  afford  pro- 
tection to  fisheries  in  that  section.  In  regard  to  being  a  Candidate 
for  House  of  Commons,  I  will  leave  that  entirely  to  your  judgment, 
.  .  .  though  I  have  no  strong  desire  to  quit  the  Army. 

I  am  Sony  that  I  could  not  have  met  Jimmie  and  the  rest  of  the 
family  while  he  was  at  home.  Please  use  what  money  I  have  in  the 
Savings  Institution.  If  there  is  enotigh  to  get  a  Bond,  please  fund  it, 
if  not,  dispose  of  it  as  you  think  best.  I  have  now  $8500.  which 
inust  last  me  until  I  eet  some  of  the  new  Issue.  The  recent  Act  of 
Congress  gives  the  Officers  the  same  rations  as  privates,  but  will 
not  let  you  draw  or  buy  for  your  servants  or  yourself.  I  wish  they 
had  let  the  matter  alone,  as  we  were  better  off  before,  and  now  can- 
not feed  our  servant,  as  it  is  alinost  impossible  in  this  County  to 
buy  except  from  Commissary.  Surely  they  did  not  intend  that  an 
Officer  should  not  have  a  sei^vant,  but  this  will  be  the  effect  of  it. 

My  best  love  to  Mother  &  Sudie — and  ask  them  to  write  soon. 

David  M.  Carter^^  to  William  A.  Graham 

Hd.  Qi^.  Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill, 

A.  N.  V.  [Army  of  Northern  Virginia], 

March  16th,  1864. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of 
our  party  in  North  Carolina,  because  I  have  great  confidence  in 


^^  David  Miller  Carter  (1830-1877),  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
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your  wisdom;  and  something  seems  necessary  to  be  done. 

I  cannot  think  it  will  be  prudent  to  risk  the  Gubernatorial  elec- 
tion without  either  a  canvass  of  the  State  by  Gov.  Vance;  or  the 
free  expression  to  the  people  of  the  views  of  his  leading  supporters. 
It  would  be  better,  if  both  these  things  could  be  done;  and  the 
latter  is  indispensable.  The  people  all  want  to  know  the  views 
and  feelings  of  yourselfj^  and  such  men  as  Messrs  Gilmer J^  Reade 
&  W.  N.  H.  Smith — and  those  old  Whigs  generally,  in  whom  they 
have  been  accustomed  to  confide.  The  masses  never  stood  in 
greater  need  of  sound  guidance  than  now. 

They  have  rejected,  with  bitter  hatred,  the  men  who  led  them 
into  their  present  perils — they  have  lost  confidence  in  the  Con- 
federate Government — they  are  appalled  at  the  dangers  and  hard- 
ships which  encompass  them — their  situation  is  entirely  novel — 
and  they  turn  instinctively  to  those  old  leaders,  who  foretold  their 
present  situation,  for  counsel  and  instruction.  If  these  fail  to 
admonish  them  of  their  duty  and  true  interest,  they  will  heed  the 
artful  demagogues — the  vilest  of  whom  has  already  placed  himself 
at  their  head,  and  with  seductive  promises,  is  alluring  them  to  ruin. 


was  a  Beaufort  County  lawyer  and  planter.  He  was  captain  and  later  lieutenant 
colonel  of  the  Fourth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  but  he  sustained  a  disabling 
wound  at  Seven  Pines  and  was  subseqently  assigned  to  duty  as  judge  of  a  military 
court  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  Carter  was  elected  to  represent  Beaufort  County  in 
the  North  Carolina  legislature  in  1862  and  1864.  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Regiments,  I,  231,  244,  267;  V,  8;  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  498. 

^0  About  this  time  William  T.  Dortch  wrote  Governor  Vance:  "If  Gov.  Graham 
could  be  induced  to  speak  or  write  a  letter  for  publication,  it  would  aid  our  cause 
vastly.  Can  you  not  through  friends  manage  to  get  him  to  give  his  views  to  the 
public?  I  am  satisfied  he  heartily  concui^  with  you,  but  the  public  does  not  know  it." 
William  T.  Dortch  to  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  March  5,  1864,  Zebulon  B.  Vance  Papers, 
Division  of  Archives  and  History,  Raleigh,  hereinafter  cited  as  Vance  Papers. 

''1  John  Adams  Gilmer  (1805-1868),  a  native  and  longtime  resident  of  Greensboro, 
was  an  excellent  lawyer,  popular  politician,  and  responsible  citizen.  He  served  in  the 
North  Carolina  Senate  (1846-1856)  where  he  championetl  the  Whig  program  of 
humanitarian  reforms  and  state  aid  to  railroads.  Upon  the  decline  of  the  Whig  party, 
Gilmer  ran  a  strong  but  unsuccessful  race  for  the  governorship  in  1856  as  a  Know- 
Nothing.  In  1857  he  began  an  important  four-year  term  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. He  soon  established  a  reputation  as  a  staunch  Unionist,  opposing  slavery 
agitation  from  any  quarter.  In  the  critical  period  between  Lincoln's  election  and 
inaugination,  William  H.  SewartI  induced  Lincoln  to  invite  Gilmer  to  Spiingfield  to 
discuss  a  cabinet  position,  probably  the  position  of  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Gilmer 
declined  to  go  when  Lincoln  refused  to  define  his  Southern  policy.  He  encouraged 
Seward  to  secure  the  withtlrawal  of  United  States  troops  and  customs  collectors  from 
the  South  as  the  best  hope  for  the  Union.  Although  Gilmer  opposed  secession,  he 
went  with  North  Carolina  once  the  die  was  cast.  He  served  in  the  Second  Confederate 
Congress  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  ConveiUion  of  Conservatives  in  1866. 
Death  in  1868  spared  him  the  trauma  of  radical  reconstruction.  Biographical 
Dictionary  of  Congress,  948;  Dictionary  of  American  Biogral)h\,  \'ll,  :U)7  .308;  Mc- 
Cormick,  Convention  Personnel,  .37.38. 
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I  think  it  has  become  a  matter  of  necessity,  that  you,  and  the 
other  gentlemen  named,  should  address  the  people  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Country,  and  the  position  they  should  occupy  in  the 
straits  to  which  we  are  reduced. 

Gov.  Vance  has  boldly  and  nobly  lead  the  way,  as  his  official 
position  made  it  his  duty  to  do,  and  if  he  is  energetically  sustained, 
and  fortune  smiles  on  our  expeditions  in  the  field,  he  will  crush 
Holden  by  a  more  decisive  defeat,  than  he  did  his  former 
competitor. 

The  time  has  never  been,  during  this  whole  contest,  when  I 
would  not  have  been  rejoiced  at  the  restoration  of  the  old  Union; 
but  I  must  say  in  candor,  that  I  have  never  believed  such  restora- 
tion possible.  Lincoln  never  intended  to  allow  it,  unless  slavery 
was  destroyed,  or  put  in  a  certain  way  of  extinguishment. 

And  hence,  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  war,  I  thought  it  would 
have  been  wise  on  the  part  of  our  Government,  by  diplomacy  and 
negotiation,  to  have  made  it  manifest  to  the  Northern  people,  that 
the  war  was  really  a  crusade  against  our  domestic  institutions.  Such 
a  course  on  our  part,  then,  would  have  had  a  tendency  to  divide 
them,  and  unite  us;  but  now  it  would  be  a  confession  of  hopeless 
defeat,  and  would  encourage  them,  and  dispirit  our  own  people. 

It  seems  to  me  our  political  programme,  as  a  party  in  N.C.,  and 
indeed  in  the  Confederary,  should  be  this:  "That  our  aim  is 
independence,  and  we  do  not  by  any  means  despair  of  achieving  it. 
That  we  have  made  vast  sacrifices  to  attain  it,  and  we  are  still  in 
possession  of  great  means  and  resources  for  its  accomplishinent — a 
powerful  army,  some  naval  stren  [g]  th — large  quantities  of  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  Naval  stores — the  continual  apprehension  of  foreign 
intervention — the  terrible  ordeal  of  a  Presidential  election  to  go 
through  with,  which  always  strained  the  cohesion  of  the  United 
States,  ft'om  tlie  days  of  Jefferson  v  Burr — the  fortune  of  war,  which 
has  so  often  heretofore  smiled  on  us."  Until  it  has  been  demon- 
strated that  these  means  are  inadequate  to  the  accomplishment  of 
independence,  it  is  our  duty  to  persist  in  the  struggle  for  it.  When 
we  have  satisfied  ourselves,  by  the  exhaustion  of  these  means,  that 
our  original  aim  cannot  be  attained,  we  will  "accept  the  situation" 
and  make  the  best  terms  in  oin  power.  The  Congress  of  the  U.S. 
has  rejected  evei'y  variety  of  propositions,  which  ingenuity  could 
frame,  to  admit  us  in  the  Old  Union  again  on  our  old  footing,  and 
thereby  all  clamor  for  it  ought  to  be  silenced.  The  Yankees  have 
deliberately  and  repeatedly,  in  their  present  Congress,  by  heavy 
majorities,  rejected  propositions  for  peace,  based  on  the  restora- 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  47 

tion  of  the  "Status  quo  ante  bellum."  The  principle  of  "Uti 
possidatis"72  could  not  be  accepted  by  the  South,  if  offered 
to-morrow. 

Under  it,  we  should  be  in  a  worse  condition,  than  if  subjugated. 
Every  strategical  position  on  land — and  all  the  great  highways  to 
the  ocean — occupied  by  our  enemy,  our  independence  would  be 
nominal,  and  all  the  sources  of  our  prosperity  woidd  be  dried 
up — and  even  to  preserve  a  semblance  of  respectability,  we  should 
have  to  become,  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  age,  a  purely 
Military  nation.  Independence  on  such  terms  could  not  be 
accepted;  and  the  inquiry  recurs,  can  there  be  any  other  solution 
of  [the]  issue  between  the  South  and  the  North,  than  that  ap- 
pealed to  by  both  in  the  Sword? 

The  Statesman  cannot  yet  intervene — the  affair  is  not  yet  ripe 
for  his  handling — and  must  be  still  left  to  the  Soldier. 

But  the  present  year  will  surely  witness  opportunities  for  judi- 
cious diplomacy.  Such  partizanship  [sic] ,  as  is  now  being  displayed 
in  North  Carolina,  and  I  fear  in  Georgia,  enures  greatly  to  the 
advantage  of  the  North. 

I  think  the  present,  immediate  interest  and  duty  of  every  North 
Carolinian,  is  deeply  involved  in  the  election  of  Vance,  and  the 
continuance  of  the  control  of  the  Conservative  party  in  the  hands 
which  have  heretofore  held  it.  To  effect  this  will  require  some 
effort  on  the  part  of  all — and  especially  of  the  leaders — yourself — 
Mr.  Gilmer  and  Judge  Reade  in  the  West — Mr.  Smith  and  others 
in  the  East. 

We  ought  to  take  the  ground  that  when  the  opportune  moment 
arrives  for  a  Convention,  our  party  will  advocate  it,  but  such  grave 
action  should  not  be  taken  in  a  false  alarm,  or  to  consider  immature 
projects. 

I  fully  believe  the  present  year  will  be  the  last  of  the  war.  What- 
ever projects  of  a  summer  campaign  they  may  undertake,  must 
decide  their  presidential  election.  An  abolitionist  cannot  be 
elected  without  decisive  successes  in  the  field,  and  you  cannot 
restrain  our  people  from  accepting  liberal  terms  of  compromise, 
whenever  such  are  offered  by  the  North — as  such  will  be,  if 
Lincoln  is  succeeded  by  a  consei^ative. 

I  do  not  urge  this  matter,  if  the  course  suggested  should  be 
repugnant  to  your  views. 


^2  As  used  in  international  law,  the  phrase,  which  means  "as  you  possess,"  relates 
to  the  question  of  the  restoration  of  property  at  the  conclusion  of  hostilities. 
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Duncan  K.  McRae  '^^to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh, 

March   19th.,   1864. 

A  few  days  ago  I  wrote  to  you  requesting  to  retain  your  profes- 
sional services  in  a  case  I  expected  to  have  in  Court. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  sue  Mr.  Holden  and  Mr.  Leach  for  a 
libel  which  they  have  conspired  to  put  in  circulation  against  me. 
Gov.  Bragg  today  issued  the  writ  for  me. 

This  is  a  matter  of  much  importance  to  me,  the  only  justification 
which  I  can  have  being  a  complete  exoneration  from  the  charge 
made.  I  am  charged  with  fraudulent  conduct  in  making  the  opera- 
tion for  the  State  which  the  Governor  entiTisted  to  me  in  Europe. 
I  am  so  conscious  of  entire  innocence,  as  well  as  of  the  necessity  of 
meeting  the  accusation,  that  I  have  felt  constrained  to  resort  to  the 
Courts  for  my  justification. 

I  am  veiy  anxious  to  have  the  aid  of  your  professional  service, 
and  am  ready  to  make  any  compensation.  I  wrote  you  some  days 
since,  and  here  renew  the  application  in  the  hope  of  a  favorable 
response. 

James  A.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Camp  27th.  No.  Ca.  Infy., 
March  24th.,  1864. 

My  dear  Father, 

I  received  your  very  welcome  letter  by  Tom  Whitted  some  time 
ago,  and  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  it  in  my  letter  to  Mother, 


^^  Duncan  Kirkland  McRae  (1820-1888),  scion  of  a  distinguishetl  family,  was 
born  in  Fayetteville.  After  receiving  his  formal  education  at  William  and  Mary 
College  and  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
practiced  briefly  in  Fayetteville.  He  served  in  the  Commons  in  1842  and  remained  in 
Raleigh  to  practice  law  from  1842  to  1851.  Subsequently,  he  movetl  to  Wilmington 
where  he  engaged  in  banking.  From  1853  to  1857  McRae  was  consul  to  Paris,  a 
position  which  associated  him  with  the  famous  Ostend  Manifesto  which  he  carried 
to  Washington.  He  returned  to  North  Carolina  in  1857  and  established  a  New  Bern 
law  office.  A  few  months  later  he  ran  as  an  independent  in  the  gubernatorial  contest 
of  1858.  He  advocated  a  positive  program  of  economic  development  against  what  he 
considered  to  be  undue  emphasis  on  the  slavery  question.  Although  he  enjoyed  the 
unofficial  support  of  the  remnants  of  the  American  party,  he  was  defeated  by  John 
W.  Ellis,  the  Democratic  candidate.  Early  in  the  Civil  War,  Ellis,  McRae's  former 
protagonist,  appointed  McRae  colonel  of  the  Fifth  North  Carolina  Regiment.  He 
led  his  regiment  gallantly  in  the  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  campaigns  of  1861-1862. 
Twice  wounded,   he   retired   and  was  sent   to   Europe  by  Governor  Vance  to  find 
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written  last  Saturday.  We  had  a  pretty  heavy  fall  of  snow  last  Tues- 
day evening  and  night.  On  Wednesday  morning,  the  snow  was 
fully  10  inches  deep,  on  an  average.  The  whole  Camp  was  snow- 
balling all  day  Wednesday.  In  the  morning,  the  right  wing  of  oiu' 
Reg't  challenged  the  left  wing.  We  of  the  left  accepted  it,  and  soon 
whipped  them  out  completely,  driving  them  into  their  quarters. 

Soon  after  this,  the  46th.  Reg't  challenged  ours,  and  we  had 
just  commenced  with  them  when  Kirkland's^^  Brigade,  whose 
Camp  is  four  or  five  hundred  yards  from  ours,  came  charging  down 
upon  us.  The  46th.  and  our  Reg't  then  joined  and  met  them,  and 
held  them  in  check  until  the  other  two  Reg'ts  of  our  Brigade  came 
up,  when  we  charged  them,  and  drove  them  into  their  Camp,  and 
on  the  left  we  drove  them  through  their  Camp,  capturing  the 
Camps  of  the  1 1th.  and  47th.  N.C.  Reg'ts.  We  also  captured  4  stand 
of  Colors  from  them.  They  did  not,  however,  seem  to  be  satisfied, 
and  proposed  to  meet  us  at  3  o'clock  that  afternoon  in  a  large  old 
field,  near  Camp. 

At  3  o'clock  we  met  in  a  field  about  half  a  mile  from  Camp, 
Gen.  Kirkland  coinmanding  his  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  11th., 
26th.,  44th.,  47th.,  &:  52nd.  N.C.  Reg'ts,  and  Col.  MacRae,^^  of  the 
15th.  commanding  our  Brigade,  which  consisted  of  the  15th., 
27tii.,  46th.,  8c  48th.  N.C.  Reg'ts.  We  soon  fonned  lines  on  opposite 
hills,  and  threw  out  our  skirmishers,  and  after  a  short  while,  the 
engagement  became  general.  The  26th.  and  44  of  Kirkland's  Bri- 
gade joined  and  charged  on  the  46th.,  and  soon  drove  them  off 
the  field,  and  then  came  charging  down  on  the  rear  of  our  Reg't, 
which  was  engaged  with  the  11th.  We  changed  our  position,  and, 
joining  with  the  46th.,  which  had  rallied  again,  drove  them  back 
to  their  original  position,  and  even  beyond  it.  On  our  right  the 
48th.  of  our  Brigade,  ran  the  52nd.  off  the  field,  and  were  about 


markets  for  southern  cotton  and  state  bonds  and  to  purchase  suppHes.  Upon  his 
return  after  successfully  completing  his  mission,  McRae  was  defeated  in  a  bid  for  a 
seat  in  the  Confederate  Congress.  He  edited  the  Confederate,  an  administration 
organ,  in  Raleigh  in  1864  and  1865.  After  the  war  he  practiced  law  in  Memphis  antl 
Chicago,  returning  to  Wilmington  in  1880  where  he  established  the  last  of  several 
highly  successful  law  offices.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XII,  164-165. 

74  William  Whedbee  Kirkland  (1833-1915),  of  Hillsborough,  who  attended  West 
Point,  was  a  United  States  marine  (1855-1860),  and  attained  the  rank  of  Confederate 
brigadier  general.  A  gallant  officer,  Kirkland  was  seriously  wounded  three  times  and 
surrendered  only  after  Bentonville.  After  the  war  he  was  a  businessman  in  Savannah, 
lived  for  awhile  in  New  York,  and  died  in  a  veterans'  home  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  465;  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  171-172. 

75  William  McRae  (1834-1882),  of  Wilmington,  was  a  civil  engineer  who  enlisted 
in  the  Confetlerate  army  as  a  private  and  rose  to  brigadier  general.  At  the  time  of 
this  letter  he  was  colonel  of  the  Fifteenth  North  Carolina  Regiment.  Boatner,  Ciuil 
War  Dictionary,  539. 
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to  chase  them  into  Camp,  when  they  were  called  back  by  Col. 
MacRae.  They,  however,  held  about  100  yards  of  the  grotnid  which 
they  had  gained,  and  the  rest  of  our  line  soon  came  up  with  them. 

About  4^2  o'clock,  the  time  being  up,  both  sides  were  called 
off,  and  it  was  said  to  be  a  drawn  battle,  though  I  think  we  got  the 
better  of  them,  for  we  regained  all  that  we  lost  in  the  first  part  of 
the  engagement,  and  on  the  right,  drove  them  back  about  100 
yards,  which  they  never  did  regain.  They  captured  the  flag  of  the 
46th.,  and  we  captured  that  of  the  52nd.,  and  both  sides  took  great 
quantities  of  prisoners.  The  snow  was  in  good  condition,  and 
everything  passed  off  very  pleasantly.  Nobody  was  hurt,  though 
some  few  got  their  eyes  blacked.  Gen.  Heth^^  was  present,  and 
seemed  to  enjoy  it  very  much. 

The  bands  of  both  Brigades  were  out,  and  played  during  the 
fight.  We  still  hold  the  4  little  flags  which  we  captured  in  the 
morning.  The  snow  had  melted  very  rapidly,  and  a  day  or  two 
more  of  warm  weather  would  take  it  all  away,  but  it  turned  a  good 
deal  colder  last  night,  and  clouded  up,  and  even  now  is  snowing 
again,  but  I  don't  think  will  snow  very  much. 

The  ration  bill  passed  by  the  last  Congress  went  into  operation 
in  our  Brigade  this  morning.  It  only  allows  an  officer  one  ration, 
the  same  in  quantity  and  quality  as  that  issued  to  the  men.  Here- 
tofore, we  have  been  allowed  to  purchase  two  rations,  but  this  gives 
us  one,  and  will  not  allow  us  to  purchase  any.  I  don't  see  how 
General  officers  and  their  Staffs  can  get  along  with  it  unless  they 
do  their  own  cooking,  and  cuiTy  their  own  horses,  for  they  are 
not  allowed  to  detail  any  of  the  soldiers  for  that  purpose,  and  can- 
not feed  themselves  and  their  servants  on  one  ration,  and  they  can 
buy  nothing  in  this  country.  It  is  pretty  hard  on  us  Company  offi- 
cers who  have  no  horses,  but  we  can  manage  to  get  along  some  way 
or  other.  I  hope  that  the  next  Congress  will  repeal  this  law,  and 
let  it  be  as  it  was  before,  or  else  give  us  the  two  rations  without 
our  buying  any.  Even  if  we  could  find  anything  to  buy  in  this 


76  Henry  Heth  (1825-1899),  of  Virginia,  allegedly  enjoyed  the  unique  distinction 
of  being  the  only  officer  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  whom  Robert  E.  Lee 
addressed  by  his  given  name.  After  graduating  from  West  Point  in  1847  at  the 
bottom  of  his  class,  Heth  served  routinely  in  the  old  army,  gaining  a  captaincy  before 
resigning  to  join  the  Confederacy.  Initially  appointed  colonel  of  the  Forty-fifth 
Virginia  Infantry,  he  rose  to  major  general  and,  after  serving  under  Kirby  Smith  in 
the  Kentucky  campaign,  participated  in  all  the  major  engagements  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia.  After  the  war  he  engagetl  in  the  insurance  business  in  Richmond. 
Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  133. 
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country,  it  would  cost  us  about  3  times  as  much  to  buy  one  ration 
from  the  people,  as  it  would  to  buy  2  from  the  Government. 

If  Congress  intended  to  benefit  the  Officers  by  this  law,  they 
certainly  missed  their  mark,  for  they  compel  the  majority  of  them 
either  to  do  without  a  servant,  or  else  to  spend  more  than  their 
wages  for  something  to  eat.  I  shall  keep  Alex  with  me  for  the 
present,  and  try  to  get  along  some  way  or  other. 


I  must  close.  Love  to  all. 


Write  soon  to. 

Your  affectionate  son, 


Thomas  Bragg 


Thomas  Bragg^'^  to  William  A.  Graham. 


UNC 


\ 


Raleigh, 

March  26th.,   1864. 


I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Sanders  pamphlet,  upon  which 
Mr.  McRae  has  brought  an  action  for  libel  ag't  Messrs.  Holden 


^^  Thomas  Bragg  (1810-1872),  a  brother  of  the  Confederate  general,  Braxton  Bragg, 
was  born  in  Warrenton.  He  was  educated  in  a  local  academy  and  had  three  years  at 


52  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

and  LeachJ^ —  I  hope  you  will  read  it  carefully  before  you  come 

down,  and  give  such  attention  as  you  may  be  able  to  bestow  upon 
the  matter,  which  [with]  reference  to  the  declaration,  which  it 
is  very  desirable,  of  course,  sh'd  be  ready  by  the  proper  time  in 
the  term.  I  have  marked  certain  portions  in  pencil,  and  have 
numbered  some  of  them,  commencing  at  p.  33  from  1  up  to  14, 
inclusive,  Sc  which  you  will  perceive,  furnish  an  abundance  of 
libellous  matter  for  the  declaration.  1  have  been  looking  into 
that  matter  somewhat,  and  will  make  a  few  suggestions,  in  order 
that  yoti  may  consider  them.  The  libel  was  first  published  by 
Sanders.  To  make  the  proper  declaration,  will  it  not  be  best  to 
set  out  such  preliminary  facts,  as  follows?  That  MacRae  was  the 
ag't  of  the  State,  authorized  to  sell  the  Bonds,  and  purchase  goods. 
(This  was  the  case  before  he  sold  and  purchased,  though,  at  first, 
he  was  only  to  verify  the  Bonds.)  That  Sanders  had  the  contract 
to  sell  the  State  muskets,  etc.,  and  to  be  paid  for  in  these  Bonds. 
And  then,  that  MacRae  sold  Bonds,  and  made  purchases — ^and  that 
Sanders  published  the  libellous  matter,  which  was  afterwards  also 
published  by  the  defendants,  setting  out  the  inatter  with  innuen- 
does. It  seems  to  me  that  the  matter  will  not  be  made  plain  and 
intelligible,  as  required,  without  these  preliminaiy  facts,  and  with- 
out connecting  Sanders  with  the  libel.  1  find  no  precedent  of  the 
kind  in  the  books,  that  is,  where  a  libel  was  published,  and  then 
re-published    by    other    parties. 

Please  examine  the  matter,  and  let  us  be  prepared  to  ft-ame  the 
declaration  without  delay,  when  you  come  down. 


the  famous  Partridge  Military  School  in  Middleton,  Connecticut.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1833  and  established  a  successful  legal  practice  in  Northampton  County. 
In  politics  Bragg  was  a  Democrat  in  a  Whig  stronghold;  nevertheless,  he  won  a  seat 
in  the  Commons  in  1842,  was  governor  (1855-1859),  and  United  States  senator,  1859- 
1861.  He  and  W.  W.  Holden  were  rivals  for  the  leadership  of  the  Democrat  party, 
with  Bragg  usually  having  a  dominant  position.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography, 
11,588-589. 

^^  During  the  vigorously  fought  congressional  race  between  James  T.  Leach  and 
Duncan  K.  McRae,  Leach  and  Holden  published  a  pamphlet  which  cast  aspersions 
on  McRae's  integrity,  character,  and  loyalty.  McRae  considered  challenging  his 
adversaries  but  settled  on  a  libel  suit.  Appendix  to  the  Life  and  Times  of  Duncan  K. 
McRae  by  George  N.  Sanders,  Esq.,  With  His  Letter  of  Resignation  to  Governor 
Vance,  as  Colonel  of  the  5th  North  Carolina  Troops,  etc.,  etc.  (Raleigh:  W.  W. 
Holden,  1864);  Weekly  Confederate  (Raleigh),  March  23,  1864. 
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Edward  CantwelU^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh, 

March  30th.,   1864. 

After  an  absence  of  nearly  12  months  in  tiie  field  &:  in  prison,  1 
find  myself,  fortnnately  witii  all  my  limbs,  and  with  an  unabated 
ardotn  ,  at  home,  sinroiinded  by  my  family,  and  in  a  neigiiborhood 
not  likely  to  feel  for  many  years  the  tread  of  an  invading  army.  But 
men  giow  old  very  fast  in  these  days,  8c  1  find  my  constittition, 
originally  of  great  vigor,  somewhat  impaired  by  the  fatigues  of 
this  war  in  whicii  I  have  l)een  engaged  from  the  first;  luider  these 
circumstances  I  have  been  led  to  listen  with  more  attention  than 
wotdd  otherwise  have  been  given  by  me,  to  the  suggestion  of  many 
friends  tiiat  I  shoidd  apply  for  one  of  the  vacancies  in  the  office  of 
Judge  of  the  Military  Com  ts  authorized  by  Congress.  My  name  has 
already,  in  fact,  been  presented  to  the  Secretary  of  War  by  my 
friend  the  Attorney  Geneial  of  the  C.S.,  Geo.  Davis  of  Wilming- 
ton, with  whom  1  have  had  a  long  friendship,  8c  by  Gov.  Bragg, 
"k  Col.  Rodman, ^<^  Pres't  of  these  Courts.  Judge  Manly^^  has  also 


^^  Edward  Cantwell,  formerly  a  Wilmington  editor,  was  a  Know-Nothing  who  later 
became  a  secession  Democrat.  He  was  elected  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Twelfth 
North  Carolina  Regiment,  was  appointed  military  governor  of  Norfolk  by  President 
Davis  early  in  1862.  and  served  in  the  Fifty-ninth  North  Carolina  Regiment. 
Cantwell  represented  New  Hanover  County  in  the  state  Senate  in  1874.  Connor, 
Manual,  1913,  473,  725;  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  III,  456; 
North  Carolina  Standard  (Raleigh),  March  6.  1861,  March  29,  April  5,  1862. 

**"  William  Blount  Rodman,  Sr.  (1817-1893)  was  born  in  Washington,  North  Caro- 
lina, antl  reared  from  age  eight  by  his  maternal  grandfather  John  Gray  Blount.  He 
graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  1837  with  first  distinction.  After 
reading  law  in  the  New  Bern  office  of  William  Gaston,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1838.  A  thorough  and  learned  attorney,  he  established  a  highly  successful  practice 
in  his  native  city.  He  also  was  a  planter  with  substantial  holdings.  In  1854  he  joined 
B.  F.  Moore  and  Asa  Biggs  in  revising  the  North  Carolina  Code.  In  politics  Rodman 
was  a  States'  Rights  Democrat  and  a  secessionist.  He  was  a  Breckinridge  elector  in 
1860,  and  he  raised  a  company  of  heavy  artillery  after  North  Carolina  seceded.  He 
served  in  Virginia  as  captain  and  major  before  being  promoted  colonel  ant!  appointed 
judge  of  a  military  court  attached  to  the  Amiy  of  Northern  V^irginia.  Rodman  was 
disappointed  by  the  collapse  of  the  Confederacy  but  with  characteristic  fortitude 
sought  to  rebuild  his  personal  fortunes.  He  was  a  Republican  delegate  to  the  Con 
stitutional  Convention  of  1868  where  he  exerted  a  conservative  influence.  From  1868 
to  1878  he  sat  on  the  supreme  court  as  an  associate  justice,  proving  himself  to  be  an 
able  and  conscientious  jurist.  Following  his  tenure  as  judge,  Rodman  resumetl  his 
private  practice  in  Washington.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  III,  344-354. 

®*  Matthias  Evans  Manly  (1 801- 1881),  a  native  of  Chatham  County,  was  the  son  of 
Basil  Manly,  a  Revolutionary  War  hero,  and  a  brother  of  Governor  Charles  Manly. 
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been  kind  enough  to  recommend  me.  I  should  feel  unworthy  the 
office  however,  notwithstanding  their  kindness,  if  my  application 
did  not  meet  yoin  approval,  and  if  you  cannot  conscientiously 
and  cordially  recommend  my  appointment  in  some  remarks  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  of  War,  8j  given  me. 

Having  no  other  claim  upon  your  regard  than  a  good  character, 
and  fifteen  years  spent  in  the  service  of  tliis  good  State,  whom  you 
claim  as  Mother,  8c  who  is  proud  to  call  you  Son;  with  little  or  no 
reward  of  any  kind,  save  tlie  satisfaction  of  contributing  something 
by  my  pen,  and  a  little  by  my  sword,  to  her  good  name  and  welfare, 
I  know  that,  small  as  these  services  have  been,  the  motives  by  which 
I  have  been  governed,  and  the  love  for  North  Carolina  I  have 
attempted  to  display,  entitle  me  to  her  good  will.  As  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  of  her  sons,  and  entrusted  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  Country  with  a  part  in  the  bestowal  of  the  office  I  seek,  I 
ask  this  favoiu^  at  your  hands,  with  some  hope  of  its  being  granted 
me,  and  knowing  that  when  you  determine  upon  a  thing,  that  your 
course  is  generally  effective  and  thorough,  I  expect  your  recom- 
mendation to  have  that  influence  with  the  Secretary  it  would  have 
with  me. 

I  trust  that  you  will  excuse  me  for  addressing  you  with  so  much 
frankness,  and  without  indirection,  in  a  matter  which,  if  the  war 
shall  close,  as  I  expect,  very  soon,  will  materially  affect  my  future 
happiness  and  professional  standing,  and  believe  that  having  ever 
spoken  of  you  and  regarded  you  on  your  own  8c  your  father's  ac- 
count, with  the  highest  respect,  and  much  admiration,  I  am  as  ever. 


Humphrey  Marshall^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Richmond,  Va. 
April  2nd,  1864 

My  son,  Humphrey  Marshall  jr,  leaves  me  to  day  [sic]  to  go  to 
Oaks  in  yom  county  to  Mr.  Binghams  [sic]  school,  and  will  pass 

He  attended  the  Bingham  school  and  graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina in  1824,  sharing  honors  with  William  A.  Graham  and  two  others.  He  read  law 
with  his  brother  Charles,  married  the  daughter  of  William  Gaston,  and  established 
a  highly  successfid  legal  practice  in  New  Bern.  Manly  served  as  a  commoner,  as  a 
supeiior  court  judge  for  nineteen  year^,  as  a  jurist  on  the  state  supreme  court,  1859- 
1865,  as  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1865,  as  a  state  senator,  and 
as  mayor  of  New  Bern.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  VI,  357-365. 

*^2  Humphrey   Marshall  (1812-1872),  of  Kentucky,  was  a  soldier,  lawyer,  politician, 
and  diplomat.  He  graduated  from  West  Point  in   1832  but  resigned  his  commission 
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Hillsborough.  Being  a  stranger  visiting  yotn  state  for  the  first  time, 
young  and  inexperienced,  he  will  probably  need  instruction  and 
assistance  as  to  the  means  of  getting  on  to  his  destination.  I  take 
the  privilege  of  our  acquaintance  to  be  obliged  for  any  kindness 
in  the  way  of  instructing  my  son  in  the  above  particular  that  you 
can  extend,  and  also  request  that  he  may  be  cominended  to  safe 
hands  in  these  troubled  times. 

I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  next  month  or  earlier 
in  Richmond  where  again  it  seems  we  are  to  be  colaborei^  in  the 
public  interest. 


Jonathayi  Worth  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Treasuiy  Department  of  N.C. 
Raleigii, 

April     6th.,     1864. 

The  faith  of  the  Gov't  is  pledged  that  the  coupons  on  the 
$500,000,000.  which  the  Secretary  may  sell  to  replenish  the  Con. 
Treasury  shall  be  good  to  pay  all  public  dues  including  import 
and  export  duties,  and  that  the  bond  and  coupons  shall  not  be  sub- 
ject to  taxation. 

The  act  does  not  declare  whether  tiie  6  percent  bonds  which 
the  States  may  take  under  the  12th.  Sec,  are  to  be  registered;  or 
coupon  bonds,  payable  to  bearer;  but  on  the  assmnption  most 
favorable  to  the  States,  that  they  are  to  be  of  the  latter  kind,  they 
will  be  taxable  in  the  hands  of  a  pinchaser  from  the  State,  as  well 
as  the  accruing  interest — and  the  coupons  are  not  receivable  in 
payment  of  any  due  to  the  Government. 

It  is  clear  to  me  that  the  bonds  the  State  may  take  will  not  bring, 
in  new  currency,  two  thirds  of  their  face,  and  consequently  that 
the  State  must  permajiently  invest,  and  raise  money  to  meet  the 


the  next  year.  A  lawyer  by  profession,  he  served  with  credit  in  the  Mexican  War; 
was  a  Whig  congressman,  1849-1852;  United  States  minister  to  China,  1853-1854; 
Know-"Nothing  congressman,  1855-1859;  and  a  Breckinridge  Democrat  and  seces- 
sionist. Commissioned  a  Confederate  brigatUer  general,  he  resigned  in  1863  after 
failing  to  be  assignetl  field  command.  He  represented  Kentucky  in  the  Confederate 
Congress,  1864-1865.  Wilfred  Buck  \' earns.  The  Confederate  Congress  (Athens:  Uni- 
versity of  Georgia  Press,  1960),  241-242,  hereinafter  cited  as  Yearns,  Confederate 
Congress;  Joseph  G.  E.  Hopkins  an(|  othei^s  (ed.).  Concise  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography  (New  York:  Charles  Scribner's  Sons,  1964),  642,  hereinafter  cited  as 
Concise  Dictionary  of  American  Biography. 
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Jonathan  Worth 


demands  on  the  State  Treasury,  by  the  sale  of  her  bonds  or  other 
loans,  or  exchange  her  money  on  hand  for  new  issue,  less  l/3d.  of 
the  amount.  The  latter  course  I  deem  the  better  of  the  two.  This 
amounts  to  an  indirect  tax  on  the  State. 

I  think  the  act  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to  allow  the  State 
to  exchange,  at  par,  the  money  on  hand  on  the  1st.  April  for  the 
new  issue; — or  to  receive  the  amount  in  the  6  per  cent  bonds, 
not  liable  to  taxation,  and  the  coupons  of  which  would  pay  public 
dues.  I  hope  you  will  hold  a  Conference  with  the  N.C.  members 
on  the  assembling  of  Congress,  and  if  these  views  shall  be  ap- 
proved, that  such  an  amendment  be  proposed.  It  is  desirable  if 
any  thing  be  done,  that  it  be  done  before  our  Gen'l  A.  meets  on 
the  3rd.  Monday  of  May. 

I  learn  from  Dr.  Hogg^^  ^h^t  a  large  sum  was  due  his  depart- 
ment, prior  to  1  April,  for  powder,  etc. — and  that  payment  was 
tendered  to  him,  after  the  passage  of  the  currency  bill,  in  $100. 
bills,  which  he  declined  to  receive,  and  Major  Dowd^^  ^^s  been 


^^  Major  Thomas  D.  Hogg  of  Raleigh,  in  peacetime  a  physician  and  businessman, 
was  the  chief  commissai^y  officer  of  North  Carolina  tluring  the  war.  Clark,  Histories 
of , the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  I,  37,  51. 

84  Clement  Dowd  (1832-1898),  of  Charlotte,  was  a  native  of  Moore  County.  He 
graduated  from  the  state  university  in  1856  in  preparation  for  a  long  career  as 
lawyer,  banker,  and  author.  At  the  time  of  this  letter  he  was  a  major  in  the  state 
quartermaster's  department.  After  the  war  he  was  mayor  of  Charlotte,  1869-1871; 
president    of  the    Merchants   and    Farmers    National    Bank,    1871-1874;    Democratic 
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to  Richmond  to  get  payment  for  our  clothing  account  for  the 
months  of  January,  Februaiy,  and  March,  amounting,  I  presume, 
to  more  than  $1,000,000.  and  the  Q.M.  Gen'l  Lawton,85  decided 
that  he  would  pay  for  Mar.  in  the  new  issue,  the  fidl  amount,  but 
that  the  amounts  due  for  Jan.  and  Feb.  would  be  scaled  l/3d.  He 
wishes  the  clothing  of  oin  troops  to  be  done  exclusively  by  the 
Confederacy,  and  is  anxious  to  have  the  arrangement  with  this 
State  broken  up;  and  hence  we  are  not  to  be  paid  a  just  compensa- 
tion for  the  clothing  we  furnish.  The  prices  allowed  us,  before  the 
passage  of  the  cuirency  bill,  were  vastly  inadequate  to  reimbursing 
cost  to  us,  and  the  demand  that  we  shall  submit  to  a  reduction  of 
l/3d.  for  Jan.  and  Feb.  is  outrageous. 

I  concur  with  Gen'l  Lawton,  that  there  is  now  no  necessity  for 
continuing  this  clothing  contract,  and  that  the  whole  ought  to  be 
turned  over  to  the  Confederacy;  but  if  it  must  be  continued,  it 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  bankrupt  the  State. 

ZebuloJi  B.  Vance  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

State  of  North-Carolina 
EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT 
Raleigh,  April  9,  1864 

Gov.r 

I  have  just  retiu  ned  from  a  very  agreeable  8c  profitable  trip  to 
the  army.  1  find  on  my  return  that  the  only  damage  doing  to  me  is 
by  making  the  impression  that  I  have  "gone  over  "  to  the  secession- 
ists. This  is  busily  circidated.  Oiu  new  paper  will  l)e  out  next  week 

congressman,  1881-1885;  state  bank  examiner,  1885  1886;  and  collector  of  internal 
revenue,  1886-1887.  He  and  Vance  were  Charlotte  law  partnei>>  for  a  time  and  Dowd 
wrote  a  Life  of  Vance.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  826;  Spencer  Alinnni 
Project. 

^^  Alexander  Robert  Lawton  (1818-1896),  of  Georgia,  a  native  of  South  Carolina, 
graduated  from  West  Point  in  18.S9  and  Harvard  Law  School  in  1842.  He  settled  in 
Savannah,  practiced  law,  served  in  b©th  houses  of  the  state  legislature,  and  became 
president  of  the  Augusta  and  Savannah  Railroad.  A  strong  secessionist,  Lawton 
entered  Confederate  service  as  a  brigadier  general  and  was  given  command  of 
Georgia  coastal  defenses.  Later  he  served  ably  in  the  Valley  campaign,  in  the  Seven 
Days,  and  at  Second  Manassas,  where  he  assumed  command  of  a  brigade.  Severely 
wounded  at  Antietam,  Lawton  was  inactive  for  about  one  year  before  being 
appointed  quartermastei  genetal  over  his  violent  protests.  His  management  of  this 
difficult  job  was  highly  successful.  After  the  war  he  served  again  as  a  Democrat  in 
the  state  House  of  Representatives,  1870-1875,  and  as  president  of  the  Georgia 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1877.  Defeated  for  the  United  States  Senate  by  Joseph 
E.  Brown  in  a  sf>ectacular  campaign,  he  was  made  minister  to  Austria,  1887-1889. 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography ,  XL  61-62. 
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which  being  very  unfair  will  to  some  extent  avoid  that  charge. 
What  would  do  more  than  all  else  however,  would  be  for  you, 
Gilmer,  Reade,  Boyden^^  &  others  to  seek  some  fitting  opportunity 
of  letting  the  public  know  your  sentiments.  Every  one  concurs  in 
the  importance  of  this  step,  for  its  effect  on  the  old  Whig  party, 
and  I  hope  you  will  think  favourably  of  it. 

Should  it  not  be  convenient  or  proper  to  make  any  extended 
exposition  of  your  sentiments  a  brief  note  would  suffice. 

Very  truly  yrs. 
Z.  B.  Vance 

Hon.  W.  A.  Graham 
Hillsboro 

N.C. 


Richard  C.  Gatlin^'^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Executive  Department  North  Carouna. 
Adjutant  General's  Office. 


Raleigh, 

April    12th.,    1864. 


^^  Nathaniel  Boyden  (1796-1873)  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  who  seivetl  in  the 
War  of  1812  and  graduated  from  Union  College  before  moving  to  Stokes  County, 
North  Carolina.  He  taught  school,  read  law,  and  practiced  his  profession  as  a  lawyer 
while  representing  Surry  County  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  1838  and  1840.  Settling 
permanently  in  Salisbury  in  1842,  he  was  a  member  of  the  state  Senate  in  1844;  Whig 
congressman,  1847-1849;  delegate  to  the  state  Constitutional  Convention  of  1865;  and 
a  Republican  member  of  the  Fortieth  Congress,  July  3,  1868,  to  March  3,  1869.  After 
he  was  defeated  for  reelection  by  Francis  E.  Shober  in  a  tlisputed  poll,  Boyden 
resumed  his  Salisbury  legal  practice.  In  1872  he  was  chosen  as  an  associate  justice  of 
the  state  supreme  court,  a  position  he  occupied  until  his  death.  Biographical 
Directory  of  Congress,  583;  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  447,  793,  816,  898. 

^^  Richard  Caswell  Gatlin  (1809-1896),  of  Lenoir  County,  was  a  veteran  of  the  Black 
Hawk,  Seminole,  and  Mexican  wars;  he  graduatetl  from  West  Point  in  1832.  He 
resigned  from  the  United  States  army  in  May,  1861,  and  was  named  adjutant  general 
of  North  Carolina  troops.  In  early  July,  1861,  he  was  promoted  to  Confederate 
brigadier  general  and  placetl  in  command  of  coastal  tlefenses  in  the  Southern  Depart- 
ment. He  was  seriously  ill  during  the  New  Bern  campaign  and  resigned  in  September, 
1862,  under  a  shallow.  He  subsequently  served  as  state  atljutant  and  inspector 
general.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  327. 
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Richard  Caswell  Gatlin 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  Officer  who  carried  the  Negroes  to  Wil- 
mington, to  have  obtained  receipts  for  thein.  It  was  probably 
through  his  negligence  or  ignorance,  that  receipts  were  not  given. 
The  Governor  required  all  slaves  sent  to  Wilmington  by  his  order, 
to  be  returned  on  or  before  the  1"  April,  and  General  Whiting^^ 
promised  to  send  them.  But  he  has  failed  to  do  so,  and  now  states 
that  the  public  interest  forbids  their  dismissal  luitil  he  can  obtain 
other  laborers  in  their  place,  and  that  he  is  making  evei^  exertion 


^^  William  Henry  Chase  Whiting  (1824-1865),  a  native  of  Mississippi  whose  parents 
originated  in  Massachusetts,  gracliiatecl  from  Georgetown  College  (1840)  first  in  his 
class  and  from  West  Point  (1845)  with  the  highest  standing  ever  attained  to  that 
date.  An  army  engineer  from  1845  to  1861,  Whiting  worked  to  improve  rivers  and 
harbors  and  in  fortification  construction.  As  a  Confederate  he  planned  new  defenses 
for  Charleston  Harbor  before  being  assigned  to  Joseph  E.  Johnston's  Army  of  the 
Shenandoah  as  chief  engineer.  He  was  made  brigadier  general  by  Presitient  Davis  on 
the  field  of  First  Manassas.  Now  given  command  of  a  division,  he  reinforced  Jackson 
in  the  Valley  in  early  Jtme,  1862,  but  returned  to  the  Peninsula  to  fight  well  at 
Gaines's  Mill  and  Malvern  Hill.  Later  that  year  he  was  given  command  of  the 
Military  District  of  Wilmington.  He  strengthened  Fort  Fisher  and  made  the  Cape 
Fear  a  haven  for  blockade-runners.  Appointed  major  general  in  February,  1863, 
Whiting  was  ordered  to  the  Petersburg  area  in  May,  1864.  Unfamiliar  with  the 
prevailing  situation,  he  failed  to  play  his  part  in  executing  Beauregard's  plan  for 
capturing  Butler's  army  at  Drewry's  Bluff.  Beauregard  generously  overlooked  his 
error  and,  at  his  own  request.  Whiting  was  returned  to  Wilmington.  He  was  mor- 
tally wounded  in  the  futile  defense  of  Fort  Fisher.  Called  affectionately  "Little 
Billy,"  Whiting  was  idolized  by  his  troops.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XX, 
136-137. 
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to  get  Free  Negroes  to  replace  the  Slaves.  From  the  manner  they 
are  proceeding  in  this  business,  I  fear  that  some  time  must  elapse 
before  a  sufficient  number  are  collected. 

I  will  prepare  the  papers  you  wish,  showing  the  number  of 
troops  furnished  by  the  State  during  the  War,  and  foiivard  them 
to  you  in  a  few  days. 

James  A.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham,  UNC 

Camp  27th.  No.  Ca.  Inf  y.. 
Near  Orange  C.H.,  Va., 
April    15th.,    1864. 

My  dear  Father, 

We  are  still  in  Camp,  but  if  the  weatlier  remains  good,  I  don't 
think  it  will  be  many  days  before  we  will  be  up  and  moving.  We 
can  tell  nothing  as  yet  as  to  what  will  be  the  order  of  this  summer's 
cainpaign. 

Some  feel  confident  that  we  will  make  a  move  North  ward  [sic] 
and  drive  the  Yankees,  or  make  them  fight,  while  others  assert  that 
we  will  act  altogether  on  the  defensive,  and  await  the  attacks  of  the 
Yankees.  I  don't  know  much  about  it,  and  very  seldom  think  about 
it,  but  only  await  orders. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  veiy  pleasant,  but  it 
clouded  up  this  evening,  and  even  now  is  raining  a  little. 

Gen.  Cooke^^  returned  to  the  Brigade  last  Saturday,  and  has 
been  practising  us  in  the  Brigade  Drill  all  this  week.  He  has  laid 
aside  his  crutches,  but  still  walks  with  a  stick,  and  it  will  be  some 
time  before  he  can  do  without  that.  We  serenaded  the  Gen'l  last 
Monday  night,  and  called  on  him  for  a  speech,  but  he  said  he  was 
not  a  speaking  man,  and  sent  out  Maj.  Braxton, ^o  the  Brigade 
Q.  M.,  who  gave  us  a  very  good  little  speech. 


^^John  R.  Cooke  (1833-1891),  a  native  of  Missouri  with  Virginia  connections, 
graduated  from  Harvard  in  engineering.  In  1855  he  entered  the  regular  army  and 
served  on  the  frontier  until  Virginia  seceded.  He  then  returned  to  the  South.  After 
entering  Confederate  service,  Cooke  was  promoted  from  first  lieutenant  to  major,  to 
colonel,  to  brigadier  general  (attaining  the  latter  rank  in  November,  1862).  He 
was  a  colonel  in  the  Twenty-seventh  North  Carolina  Regiment,  after  which  he 
commanded  a  North  Carolina  brigade  composed  of  the  Fifteenth.  Twenty-seventh, 
Forty-sixth,  antl  Forty-eighth  regiments.  At  Fredericksburg  his  brigade  held  the 
famous  stone  wall.  He  was  wounded  at  Seven  Pines,  Fredericksburg,  Bristoe  Station, 
and  the  Wilderness.  Cooke  was  a  postwar  merchant  in  Richmond  and  a  political 
power  in  the  Democratic  party,  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  173-174;  Clark, 
Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  II,  427;  IV,  504-512. 

^^  Elliott  Muse  Braxton  (1823-1891),  of  Virginia,  was  a  major  and  brigade  quarter- 
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Gen.  Cooke  has  offered  me  the  position  of  Brigade  Inspector, 
and  made  application  for  my  appointment.  It  will  be  some  two  or 
three  weeks,  however,  before  we  hear  fro  in  the  application.  If  1 
get  it,  my  rank  will  be  Captain.  Have  you  a  horse  that  you  could 
give  me,  or  could  you  get  me  one  for  me,  if  I  get  the  appointment? 
There  is  one  here  that  I  might  get,  but  I  think  $1600.  rather  a 
high  price  for  a  horse,  especially  for  one  that  is  not  very  extraordi- 
nary. 


I  received  Mother's  letter  of  the  7th.  inst.  this  evening,  and  will 
write  to  her  in  a  day  or  two.  There  is  no  news. 
Love  to  all.  Write  soon  to 

Your  affectionate  Son, 


David  Lowrie  Swain 
David  L.  Swain  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Chapel  Hill, 

April    16th.,    1864. 

I  wish  very  much  to  see  you  before  you  enter  upon  your  sena- 
torial duties  at  Richmond,  but  fear  I  shall  not  have  it  in  my  power 
to  visit  Hillsboro'  for  the  purpose. 


master  on  Cooke's  staff.  Prior  to  the  war  he  was  a  lawyer  and  state  senator  and  after- 
ward, a  Democratic  congressman,  1871-187'?.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  590. 
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You  were  kind  enough  to  read  and  suggest  the  propriety  of 
publishing  the  article  on  the  currency,  which  appeared  in  the 
Daily  Progress  of  the  10th.  Dec.  It  has  occiuTed  to  me  that  the 
correspondence,  in  relation  to  it,  which  you  will  find  herewith, 
may  not  be  without  interest  for  you,  since  in  all  probability  the 
first  subject  that  will  present  itself  to  the  consideration  of  the  new 
Congress,  will  be  the  revenue  bill.  The  tax  of  SSVi  per -cent  on 
Confederate  money  was  sufficiently  great  to  destroy  confidence 
in  both  the  old  and  new  issue,  without  lessening  the  amount  to 
such  an  extent,  as  to  compel  producers  to  lessen  their  prices.  Tho 
either  free  the  farmers  from  money  payment,  to  such  a  degree, 
that  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  extort  prices  for  bread  stuffs 
and  bacon,  that  threaten  starvation  to  a  most  meritorious  portion 
of  the  community  hitherto  in  comfortable  circumstances.  Farmers, 
the  very  rich  and  the  very  poor,  are  at  present  the  favored  classes. 
It  seems  that  the  question  whether  the  other  for  the  present  or 
the  past  year,  is  to  commute  for  the  five  per-cent  imposed  on 
farmers,  is  to  be  settled  by  Congress.  This  eclaircisment  [sic]  will 
probably  lead  to  various  other  explanatory  amendments. 

Take  a  complicated  case  of  my  own  as  a  sample.  I  bargained 
some  months  ago  with  A.  M.  Lewis,  Esq.  for  a  farm  of  850  acres 
in  Pitt,  and  agreed  to  give  him  an  old  6  per  cent  ($5000)  bond, 
(N.C.)  114  Shares  of  Stocks  in  the  Bank  of  N.C.  and  $500  Confed- 
erate money  in  payment.  He  and  his  wife  acknowledged  the  exe- 
cution of  the  deed  the  next  day,  but  as  he  was  not  able  to  produce 
the  evidence  of  the  allotment  of  the  land  to  his  wife,  the  deed 
was  deposited  in  Bank  as  an  escrow.  I  delivered  him  the  scrip  for 
the  State  stock,  but  withheld  the  1 14  Shares  of  Bank  stock  and  the 
$500  in  Confederate  money.  He  was  unable  to  show  a  clear  title, 
until  the  18th.  Feb.  when  I  conveyed  the  stock  and  paid  the 
money.  The  land  had  been  rented  for  my  benefit  on  the  previous 
15th.  Dec.  It  so  happened  that  the  revenue  bill  passed  the  very  day 
previous  to  the  perfecting  of  roy  title.  Under  such  circumstances, 
how  is  the  land  to  be  assessed  for  taxes,  according  to  the  valuation 
in  1860,  the  paper  money  estimate  on  the  17th.  Feb.  or  the  value 
that  I  regarded  myself  as  giving  at  the  time  of  the  purchase?  The 
question  is  one  of  great  importance  to  me.  A  small  portion  of  the 
land  was  cultivated  last  year,  and  the  tithes  amount  to  little.  The 
object  of  the  law  makers  was  to  reach  speculators,  who  were  in- 
vesting confederate  money  in  real  estate.  I  have  no  confederate 
money,  the  taxes  on  my  slaves,  stocks  and  bonds,  more  than  ab- 
sorbed my  income,  my  salary  was  annihilated,  and  I  was  com- 
pelled to  turn  agriculturist  or  starve.  Suppose  instead  of  bartering 
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bonds  or  stocks,  I  had  exchanged  lands  in  Buncombe  for  land  in 
Pitt,  would  both  be  valued  in  paper  money  for  the  purposes  of 
taxation?  Ought  not  the  law  to  be  so  amended  as  to  apply  to  all 
real  estate  purchased  with  Confederate  money? 

I  own  lands  in  Buncombe,  Henderson  and  Pitt,  but  none  in 
Orange.  May  I  give  in  my  real  estate  with  my  own  property  in  this 
collective  district,  or  will  I  be  compelled  to  return  it  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  districts,  in  which  it  lies? 

I  write  in  unavoidable  haste.  Mrs.  Swain  and  I  are  alone  at 
home.  The  girls  have  been  in  Raleigh  for  the  last  three  weeks. 
I  have  no  time  to  say  any  thing  in  relation  to  the  University  except 
that  the  military  bill  threatens  our  existence. 

Eleanor  unites  with  me  in  the  tender  of  kind  and  respectful  re- 
membrances for  Mrs.   Graham. 

George  Lit tle^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh, 

April  20th.,   1864. 

The  friends  of  Holden  are  trying  to  create  the  impression  that 
you,  and  some  of  our  other  old  Whig  friends,  are  lukewarm  and 
indifferent  about  Gov.  Vance's  re-election.  Other  low  and  de- 
spicable tricks,  humiliating  to  honest-minded  men,  are  being  re- 
sorted to,  to  prejudice  the  Governor  with  the  people,  and  whis- 
pered about  by  word  of  mouth,  and  circulated  stealthily  in  the 
Country. 

Something  should  be  done,  and  veiy  soon,  to  counteract  their 
base  efforts.  And  I  have  thought  you  could  do  the  Governor  a  gieat 
service  by  communicating  your  views  as  to  his  political  coinse, 
either  by  letter  to  some  friend,  or  in  any  other  way  you  may  deem 
advisable. 

It  will  not,  I  am  satisfied,  be  considered  obtixisive  in  you,  and 
it  will  be  of  infinite  service  to  Gov.  Vance.  1  cannot  pretend  to 
advise  in  what  way  this  should  be  brought  out.  Your  own  good 
judgment  will  suggest  the  method. 


^*  George  Little,  a  Raleigh  lawyer,  had  long  been  active  in  political  affairs, 
formerly  serving  on  the  Whig  central  committee,  and  was  a  friend  of  both  Vance  and 
Graham. 
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William  A.  Graliam  to  David  L.  Swain     A&H:  SWAIN 

Hillsboro', 

April    21st,    1864. 

Yours  of  the  16th.  by  the  Rev.  Chas.  Phillips  was  received,  but 
not  in  time  to  reply  on  his  return.  My  first  impression  was,  that 
I  wotilcl  ride  over,  and  spend  a  nigiit  with  you  this  week,  but  the 
demands  on  my  time  will  not  permit. 

As  to  the  matter  of  value  on  your  plantation  in  Pitt,  I  think  it 
should  be  returned  at  the  amomit  it  cost  yoti,  viz  $16,900.  It  is  re- 
quired by  law  to  be  "assessed  at  the  price  actually  paid  for  it."  If 
this  price  be  paid  in  any  article,  other  than  Confed.  notes,  it  is  not 
required  that  the  value  of  such  article  shall  first  be  ascertained  in 
that  medium,  and  the  assessment  made  accordino  to  it.  Tlie  stocks 
you  paid,  wotdd,  at  the  time  of  purchase,  have  bought  no  more 
corn,  wheat,  or  cotton,  or  acres  of  land,  than  before  the  war;  and  in 
the  hands  of  a  holder  were  worth  no  more  than  at  that  time.  The 
only  contingency  in  wliich  they  could  be  regarded  as  worth  more, 
was  in  case  of  a  sale,  taking  payment  in  Confed.  paper.  The  depre- 
ciation of  this  wotild  have  made  the  value  nominally  greater,  but 
only  nominally.  If  the  transaction  had  been  an  exchange  of  lands, 
of  equal  or  unequal  value,  I  suppose  it  wotdd  hardly  be  contended 
that  the  price  of  each  should  be  fixed  in  Confed.  paper,  8c  taxes 
levied  accordingly.  Neither  can  it  be  in  barter  of  any  other  kind. 
The  real  cost  is  that  incurred  for  the  bartered  commodity. 

I  am  obliged  for  the  perusal  of  tlie  dociunents  enclosed  by  you, 
pertaining  to  the  currency;  and  as  I  presume  you  wish  to  retain 
them,  rettirn  them  herewith.  The  batch  of  measures  brought  out 
from  the  secret  sessions  of  Congiess  at  the  close  of  the  session,  are 
crude,  and  in  many  partictilars  highly  oppressive.  The  review  of 
them,,  by  Gov.  Brown92  and  Mr.  Stephens^  are  in  the  main  just. 


^2  Joseph  Emerson  Brown  (1821- 1H94)  was  one  of  the  most  controversial  figures  in 
Georgia  political  history.  Born  in  South  Carolina,  he  grew  up  in  the  isolated,  moun- 
tainous coimtry  of  northern  Cieorgia.  He  worked  as  a  day  laborer  on  a  farm  for 
much  of  his  youth,  acquiring  what  education  the  local  schools  afforded.  At  nineteen 
he  left  home  to  attend  the  excellent  Calhoun  Academy  in  the  Anderson  District  of 
South  Carolina.  He  taught  school,  read  law,  and  in  1846  graduated  from  the  Vale 
Law  School.  Returning  to  his  hometown  of  Canton,  he  soon  established  a  successful 
practice  and  began  to  take  an  interest  in  Democratic  party  politics.  He  was  elected 
to  the  state  Senate  in  1849  where  his  ability  was  recognized.  He  was  a  Pierce  elector 
in  1852;  judge  of  the  Blue  Ridge  circuit,  1855-1857;  and  governor  of  Cieorgia,  1857 
1865.  He  proved  to  be  an  able  and  aggressive  governor.  An  avid  secessionist,  he  was 
nevertheless  obsessed  by  the  states'  rights  philosophy  which  made  him  a  bitter 
opponent  of  the  Davis  administiation.  At  a  time  when  centralization  was  essential 
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I  should  have  been  pleased  to  hear  your  views  as  to  amendments, 
etc.  I  have  been  so  much  occupied  here  and  in  the  West,  in  en- 
deavouring to  adjust  my  affairs  to  them,  and  in  a  hundred  details 
arising  from  the  want  of  any  overseer  here,  that  I  have  not  devoted 
as  much  attention  to  them,  as  I  desired.  After  much  search  to  find 
a  manager,  who  has  at  last  been  engaged,  &:  over  45  years  of  age,  I 
fear  he  is  about  to  be  taken  from  me,  in  the  reserve  force,  which  is 
being  enrolled  for  Gen'l  Holmes.  The  calling  out  of  this  force, 

to  survival  of  the  Confederacy,  Brown  opposed  conscription,  protested  the  seizure 
of  property  without  compensation,  and  denounced  susjjension  of  habeas  corpus.  He 
was  imprisoned  briefly  after  the  war  and  upon  returning  to  Georgia  resigned  the 
governoi'ship  in  June,  1865.  Believing  that  there  was  little  alternative  to  acceptance 
of  congressional  reconstruction,  he  stootl  virtually  alone  among  Georgia  leaders  in 
counseling  compliance.  His  name  became  anathema  to  Georgia  consei^vatives.  Brown 
abandoned  the  Democratic  party  and  affiliated  himself  with  the  Republicans.  Repub- 
lican governor  Rufus  B.  Bullock  appointed  him  chief  justice  of  the  Georgia  Supreme 
Court,  a  position  he  held  for  two  years.  In  1870  he  resigned  to  accept  the  presitlency 
of  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Company,  a  corporation  organized  to  assume  a  lease  on 
the  state-owned  railroad.  He  quickly  demonstrated  remarkable  business  ability  and 
by  1880  was  a  wealthy  man.  hi  that  year  the  Democrats  whom  Brown  had  rejoined 
in  1871,  through  Governor  Colquitt,  appointed  him  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
John  B.  Gordon  in  the  United  States  Senate.  A  political  furor  erupted.  When 
Colquitt  sought  reelection,  his  appointment  of  Brown  became  the  principal  issue. 
Brown  campaigned  vigorously  and  offered  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  Senate. 
Both  he  and  Colquitt  were  reelected.  He  servetl  in  the  United  States  Senate  from 
May,  1880,  to  May,  1891.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  III,  141-143;  Bio- 
graphical Directory  of  Congress,  610. 

^^  Alexander  Hamilton  Stephens  (1812-1883),  of  Georgia,  was  one  of  the  most 
influential  men  in  the  South.  After  long  service  in  the  Georgia  legislature,  he  began 
his  national  career  as  a  states'  rights  Whig  congressman,  1843-1859;  but  his  concern 
for  Southern  rights  took  him  into  the  Democratic  party  abotit  1856.  He  was  a  bitter 
opponent  of  the  Wilrnot  Proviso  but  counseled  acceptance  of  the  Compromise  of 
1850  and  was  largely  responsible  for  the  Georgia  platform.  By  the  late  1850s  he  had 
begun  to  defend  slavery  as  a  positive  good.  He  mistakenly  believed  that  the  Souths 
place  in  the  Union  was  safe  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  from  Congress  in  1859. 
Following  the  election  of  Lincoln,  Stephens  succeeded  in  preventing  Georgia's  early 
rush  to  secession  by  a  powerful  speech  delivered  November  14,  I860;  he  advocated 
deliberation,  with  extreme  action  to  be  taken  only  after  infringement  upon  Southern 
rights.  His  speech  attracted  national  attention,  as  this  letter  suggests,  and  opened 
the  way  for  a  significant  exchange  of  letters  between  Lincoln  and  Stephens.  Lincoln 
was  conciliatory  but  declined  to  give  specific  assurances.  When  the  Georgia  secession 
convention  met  in  Januai^y,  Stephens  spoke  only  briefly,  recommending  that  a 
Southern  convention  be  called.  He  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  Confederacy 
but  exercised  little  influence  as  he  became  increasingly  disgrimtled  with  the  Davis 
administration  for  what  he  considered  encroachments  upon  the  rights  of  the  Con- 
federate states.  His  plans  for  gaining  independence  by  negotiation  proved  futile 
at  the  Hampton  Roads  Conference.  A  supporter  of  presidential  reconstruction, 
Stephens  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  in  1865  but  was  barred.  Although 
he  opposed  congressional  reconstruction,  he  advised  acceptance.  He  returned  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  ten  years  and  was  elected  governor  of  Georgia  a  few 
months  before  his  death.  His  Constitutional  View  of  the  Late  War  Between  the 
States  (published  1868,  1870)  is  a  valuable  statement  of  the  states'  rights  philosophy. 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XVII,  569-575. 
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manifests  greater  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  Gov't,  than  any 
thing  else,  I  hear  observed.  It  will  occasion  no  small  part  of  the 
growing  crop  to  be  lost,  and  arrest  the  planting  of  corn;  and  im- 
pede the  maintenance  of  the  war  beyond  the  present  year.  As  a 
militaiy  policy,  I  cannot  but  regard  it  as  a  rash  mistake. 

Mrs.  G.  had  yesterday  a  letter  from  her  Sister  Mary^^  in  Arkan- 
sas, bro't  by  Gen'l  Holmes, ^^  who  had  been  stationed  in  Camden, 
across  the  Missi.  Her  husband  is  superintending  Iron  works  for 
the  Govt,  in  Marion  Co.,  Texas,  with  350  to  400  employes.  The 
enemy  occupy  all  of  Arkansas,  except  10  or  12  counties  in  the 
Southwest  including  Camden.  Elections  have  been  held  in  the 
state  Sc  delegates  chosen  to  the  Congress  at  Washington.  She  speaks 
as  if  a  visit  to  Camden  by  them  was  not  improbable. 

I  propose  LO  leave  home  for  Richmond  next  Thursday,  ^nd  re- 
gret that  my  affairs  Sc  family  are  in  a  condition  rendering  it  exceed- 
ingly inconvenient  to  be  absent. 

Mrs.  G.  writes  with  me  in  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Swain. 

Very  truly  yours, 
W.  A.  Graham 

Hon.  D.  L.  Swain. 

I  have  a  despatch  from  Genl.  Gatlin  showing  that  the  whole 
number  of  troops  furnished  by  the  state  in  the  war  through  his 
office   97686. 
[Note  added  on  back  of  Graham's  letter.] 

I  have  read  with  care  the  opinion  of  Govr.  Graham  contained 
in  this  letter  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  evaluation  of  Gov.  Swain's 
real  estate  in  Pitt  &  wholly  concur  with  him  in  the  opinion  he 
gives. 

Raleigh?  Oct.  1864 
Geo.  W.  Mordecai^^ 


^"^Mary  Ann  Washington  Graham  (1824-1888),  of  Camden,  Arkansas,  was  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Montrose  Graham,  William  A.  Graham's  nephew.  Clark,  "Graham 
Descendants.  " 

'^^Theophilus  Hunter  Holmes  (1804-1880),  of  Sampson  Comity,  graduated  from 
West  Point  in  1829  near  the  bottom  of  his  class — forty-fourth  in  a  class  of  forty -six. 
Jefferson  Davis  was  his  classmate  and  friend.  Holmes  saw  duty  in  the  Seminole  and 
Mexican  wars  and  served  on  garrison  duty  before  he  resigned  (with  the  rank  of 
major)    in    1861    to   return    to   North    Carolina.   Successively    Confetlerate   brigadier. 
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Robert  Hall  Morrison 


Robert  Hall  M orris on^'^  to  William  A.  Graham 


UNC 


Cottage  Home 

April    22nd,    1864 

In  compliance  with  y^.  request  I  write  you  a  note  in  reference 
to  Marys  health.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  she  is  no  better.  I  see  but 


major,  and  lieutenant  general,  he  may  have  been  promoted  beyond  his  capacity. 
He  served  effectively  but  not  brilliantly  in  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  and  the  Trans- 
Mississippi,  and  again  in  North  Carolina.  After  the  war,  Holmes  farmed  a  small 
tract  in  Cumberland  County.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  406;  Dictionary  of 
American  Biography,  IX,  176. 

^6  George  W.  Mordecai  (1801-1871),  a  native  of  Warrenton,  was  educated  at  the 
local  classical  school  of  Marcus  George  and  read  law  with  his  distinguished  brother 
Moses  Mordecai  (1784-1824).  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1822.  George  Mordecai  settled 
in  Raleigh  and  built  an  excellent  practice.  He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen  who 
was  at  one  time  president  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad.  In  1845  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Bank  of  North  Carolina.  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography, 
X,  442-443. 

97  Robert  Hall  Morrison  (1798-1889)  was  the  husband  of  William  A.  Graham's 
sister  Mary.  A  native  of  Cabarrus  County  and  of  Scotch  descent,  he  tied  James  K. 
Polk  for  first  honors  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina's   1818  graduating  class. 
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little  change  since  you  was  here  except  that  she  is  gradually  becom- 
ing weaker.  All  the  medical  aid  thus  far  tried  seems  not  to  avail, 
and  I  fear  the  disease  is  acquiring  more  &:  more  strength. 

I  am  thankful  to  say  that  she  is  as  much  resigned  as  could  be  ex- 
pected from  her  long  continued  and  painful  afflictions.  In  her 
darkest  hoin  I  trust  she  is  sustained  by  a  good  hope  of  a  better  life 
above  when  the  sorrow  Sc  conflicts  of  this  shall  have  ended. 

At  our  last  advices  Genl  Hill^^  had  not  accepted  the  command 
at  Charleston  as  his  difficidties  with  Headquarters  had  not  been 
satisfactorily  adjusted.  I  am  not  able  to  say  what  he  will  do  but 
think  it  most  probable  that  he  will  resign. 


John  W.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham,  UNC 

Head  Quarters, 
WaiTen  Neck, 
near  Plymouth, 
North  Carolina. 

April  24th.,   1864. 

My  Dear  Father, 

It  is  with  deep  feelings  of  gratitude  to  a  kind  and  merciful  Provi- 
dence for  my  escape  from  death,  or  wounds,  during  the  past  week, 

Morrison  was  a  devout  Presbyterian  minister  and  the  first  president  of  Davidson 
College  which  he  helpetl  found  in  1838.  He  resigned  in  1840  at  the  height  of  his 
promise,  broken  in  health  and  spirit,  and  took  up  residence  at  Cottage  Home  in 
Lincoln  County.  Although  visitors  were  welcomed,  he  seldom  left  his  home  for  the 
next  fifty  years  except  to  preach  at  the  local  Unity,  Castanea,  and  Machpelah 
Presbyterian  churches.  Three  of  his  sons-in-law — Stonewall  Jackson,  Daniel  H.  Hill, 
and  Rufus  Barringer — were  Confederate  generals.  Spencer  Alumni  Project;  W.  A. 
Withers,  "Robert  Hall  Morrison,"  Van  Noppen  Papers. 

^^  Daniel  Harvey  Hill  (1821-1889),  who  married  Graham's  niece  Isabella  Sophia 
Morrison,  was  born  in  the  York  District  of  South  Carolina,  the  son  of  an  ironmaster 
and  Revolutionary  soldier.  Reared  and  educated  by  his  devout  Presbyterian,  widowed 
mother,  he  graduated  from  West  Point  in  1842  in  a  class  which  furnished  twelve 
Civil  War  generals,  including  Hill.  He  served  with  distinction  in  the  Mexican  War 
but  resigned  his  commission  to  teach,  fir^t  at  Washington  (now  Washington  and  Lee) 
College  and  at  Davidson  College,  1854-1859.  In  1859  he  became  superintendent  of 
the  North  Carolina  Military  Institute  in  Charlotte.  During  the  Civil  War,  he  was 
successively  appointed  colonel,  brigadier  general,  major  general,  and  lieutenant 
general,  only  to  have  the  last  promotion  blocked  by  President  Davis.  He  fought  well 
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that  I  proceed  to  give  you  some  account  of  oui  glorious  victory, 
in  the  captine  of  Plymoiuh,  with  its  entire  garrison — 2300  men, 
23  pieces  of  Artillery,  (2  of  them  100  pdr.  PaiTotts),  and  3000  stand 
of  small  arms.  The  destruction  of  2  gun-boats,  (one  of  which,  with 
six  guns,  will  be  raised  and  repaired),  a  large  number  of  horses 
and  negroes,  probably  300  of  the  former,  and  700  of  the  latter.  The 
loss  on  our  part,  75  killed,  and  about  450  wounded,  one  gun  ex- 
ploded, 2  limbers  blown  up,  and  12  horses  killed.  I  have  heard  no 
estimate  of  tlie  killed  and  woiuided  of  the  enemy,  but  suppose  it 
is  not  much  over  one  half  of  that  sustained  by  tis,  as  they  fought 
behind  strong  works,  from  houses  and  holes  in  the  ground.  In  my 
old  Company  'T)"  Lt.  Wilson^s  and  4  men  on  the  18th.,  and  7 
men  on  the  20th.,  (2  of  them  Hale  and  Helsenbeck,  mortally 
[wotuidedjand  since  died),  were  so  badly  wounded  as  not  now  to 
be  on  duty.  Lt.  Wilson,  and  W.  Montgomery, i^o  c.  Taylor,  W.  W. 
Redding,!^!  and  J.  Miller, ^^^  were  sent  toTarboro',  on  I9th.  Cyrus 
Laws,  1^3  i^    Pool,!^^  J.  Taylor,  H.  Wilkinson,  i^s  ^^d  Simpson 


at  Bethel,  Seven  Pines,  Seven  Days,  and  South  Mountain,  but  his  seiA'ice  as  Braxton 
Bragg's  subordinate  in  the  western  campaigns  of  1863  was  controversial.  After  Chicka- 
niauga  he  signed,  and  possibly  wrote,  the  petition  seeking  Bragg's  removal  for 
incompetence.  Davis,  sympathetic  to  his  old  friend  Bragg,  relieved  Hill  of  command 
and  blocked  his  promotion,  leaving  him  in  a  military  limbo  until  Bentonville.  After 
the  war  Hill  edited  The  Land  We  Laue  antl  The  Southern  Home  to  vindicate  the 
southern  way  of  life;  he  became  president  of  the  University  of  Arkansas,  1877-1884, 
and  headed  Middle  Georgia  Military  and  Agricultural  College  (later  Cieorgia  Mili- 
tary College),  1885-1889.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  IX.  27-28. 

^^  Second  Lieutenant  C^harles  R.  Wilson,  an  Orange  C^ounty  farmer,  was  in  C^om- 
pany  D,  Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment.  Captined  April  1,  1865,  at  Dinwiddie 
Courthouse,  he  was  imprisoned  for  several  months  at  Johnson's  Island,  a  Union 
prison  on  Sandusky  Bay  on  Lake  Erie.  Confederate  Military  Serxice  Records,  National 
Archives,  Washington,  D.C.,  hereinafter  cited  as  Military  Service  Records;  Boatner, 
Cii>il  War  Dictionary,  4)^9. 

190  Green  W^  Montgomei^,  an  Orange  Comity  farmer,  sewed  as  private  and  cor- 
poral in  Company  D,  Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment.  Military  Service  Records. 

101  William  W.  Redding  served  as  both  private  and  corporal  in  Company  D.  Mili 
tai-y  Sel^'ice  Records. 

* ^2  James  R.  Miller,  of  Orange  Coimty,  was  thirty-six  when  he  enlisted  on 
February  .'?,  186.S,  for  the  duration.  Promoted  from  private  to  fifth  sergeant,  he  was 
once  wounded  and  twice  captured.  Military  Service  Records. 

103  Cyrus  Laws,  of  Orange  County,  enlisted  in  February,  186-i,  as  a  substitute  for 
Robert  Laws.  A  private  in  Company  D,  Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  he  was 
wounded  at  Plymouth.  Later  captured  at  Five  Forks  in  early  Apiil,  Laws  was 
released  from  Point  Lookout,  Maryland,  prison  on  June  24,  1865.  Military  Service 
Records. 

104  Private  Burroughs  Pool  was  an  Orange  County  farmer  who  enlisted  in  May, 
1862.  He  was  wounded  at  Plymouth  and  later  captured  twice.  Military  Service 
Records. 

10.5  Harris  Wilkinson  volunteered  in  May,  1862,  to  serve  in  Cirahams  Rifles  (Com- 
pany D,  Fifty-sixth  Regiment)  for  the  duration.  He  served  as  private  and  corporal. 
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Ril^yioe  are  in  a  hospital  in  Plymouth,  none  of  them  dangerously 
wounded,  except  Riley,  whose  chances  for  recovei^  are  good. 
Please  say  to  their  friends  that  they  are  doing  very  well,  and  as  they 
will  be  sent  home  in  a  short  time,  it  is  unnecessary  for  them  to  try 
to  get  here.  All  others  mentioned  by  Robert  in  his  letter,  received 
trifling  wounds,  and  have  returned  to  their  company.  I  hear  of  no 
other  wounded  men  from  Orange,  except  Thomas  Gatelyi^^  ^^d 
Chisenhall,!^^  whose  wounds  are  slight.  To  give  you  a  connected 
narrative  of  the  affair.  We  left  Tarboro'  at  10  a.m.  on  Friday  the 
15th.,   Kemper's^^^  Brigade  in  front,   then   Ransom, ^^  and   then 

sustaining  a  wound  at  Plymouth  and  being  captured  late  in  the  war.  Military 
Service  Records. 

^''^  Simpson  Riley,  of  Wake  County,  died  of  wountls  sustained  at  Plymouth.  He 
had  volunteered,  at  age  forty-eight,  as  a  substitute  for  John  B.  Ray.  Militai"y  Service 
Records. 

1^'^  Thomas  Gately,  a  fifty-year-okl  Orange  County  carpenter,  volimteered  to  serve 
in  Graham's  Rifles  as  a  substitute  for  Dr.  E.  M.  Holt.  In  February,  1863,  he  trans- 
ferred to  Company  H.  Captured  at  Gum  Swamp  and  wounded  at  Plymouth,  Gately 
was  frequently  A.  W.  O.  L.  Militai-y  Sei-vice  Records. 

1*^^  John  Chisenhall,  a  private  in  Company  H,  was  captured  at  P'armville,  Virginia, 
on  April  6,  1865,  antl  paroled  at  Appomattox.  Military  Senice  Records. 

*^'^  James  Lawson  Kemper  (1823-1895),  of  \'irginia,  attended  the  Virginia  Military 
Institute  and  Washington  College  (now  Washington  and  Lee  University)  and  became 
a  lawyer.  He  was  a  captain  in  the  Mexican  War.  served  as  speaker  in  the  House  of 
Delegates,  and  rose  from  colonel  to  major  general  in  the  Confederate  army.  Severely 
woinided  and  captured  at  Gettysburg,  Kemper  was  exchanged  but  not  expected  to 
live.  He  did  suivive  and  served  as  governor  of  Virginia,  1874-1877.  Boatner,  Civil 
War  Dictionary,  452. 

"*^' Matt  WRTtaker  Ransom  (1826-1904),  of  Warren  County,  graduated  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  in  1847  and,  having  studied  law  his  senior  year,  was 
immediately  admitted  to  the  bar.  A  magnetic  public  speaker,  he  enjoyed  considerable 
success  as  a  jui^y  lawyer.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics  originally  and  gained  an  excellent 
reputation  as  an  active  elector  on  the  Scott-Graham  ticket  in  1852.  Elected  by  a 
Democratic  legislature.  Ransom  served  three  years  as  state  attorney  general.  With  the 
disruption  of  the  Whig  party  in  the  1850s,  he  Ijecame  a  Democrat  and  represented 
Northampton  County  in  the  House  of  Commons  from  1858  to  1861.  He  opposed 
disunion  until  Lincoln  called  for  troops  but  soon  afterwards  volimteered  as  a  private 
in  the  Confederate  army.  Almost  immediately  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  of 
the  First  North  Carolina  Regiment,  he  became  colonel  of  the  1  hirty-fifth  and  in 
June,  1863,  was  promoted  to  brigadier  general,  succeeding  his  brother  Robert  in 
command  of  a  brigade  of  which  his  old  regiment  was  a  part.  He  fought  in  ninnerous 
battles  including  Seven  Pines,  Malvern  Hill,  Antietam,  Plymouth,  Drewiy's  Bluff, 
Fort  Stethiian,  and  Five  Porks  and  surrendered  his  brigade  at  Appomattox.  Although 
not  a  trained  tactician,  he  provetl  to  be  an  effective  leader  and  was  belove<l  by  his 
subordinates.  Ransom  took  no  part  in  pid)lic  affairs  until  1870  when  he  became 
alarmed  when  Ciovernor  Holden  suspended  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  certain 
North  Carolina  counties  as  a  result  of  the  Kirk-Holden  war.  He  persuaded  United 
States  District  Court  Judge  George  W.  Brooks  to  issue  the  writ.  When  the  federal 
government  upheld  Ransom's  action,  Holden's  attempt  to  overawe  the  state  col- 
lapsed. In  1872  Ransom,  a  Democrat,  was  elected  a  United  States  senator,  and  he 
was  returned  to  the  Senate  imtil  1895  when  a  fusion  of  Populists  and  Republicans 
in   Nortli   Carolina  resulted   in   his  defeat.   President  Grover  Cleveland  immediately 
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Hoke.m  We  march  within  2  miles  of  Hamilton  that  night,  but  to 
the  right  of  it.  Next  day,  leaving  Williamston  to  the  left,  (Ransom 
in  front)  we  reached  Foster's  Mill,  and  rested  until  5  a.m.  on  Sun- 
day, to  allow  the  pontoons  to  be  put  down  in  the  Creek,  which  we 
found  to  be  six  feet  deep,  although  citizens  had  told  Gen'l  Hoke  it 
could  be  easily  forded.  (Rawls'  Mill,  you  may  recollect,  is  on  the 
same  Creek,  a  few  miles  below  this,  at  which  part  of  26th.  N.C., 
Col.  Burgwin,ii2  held  the  advance  of  Gen'l  Foster, ii^  from  Wash- 
ington, in  check,  about  Nov.  1st.,  1862,  until  Col.  Radcliffe,ii4 
with  61st.,  17th.,  and  rest  of  26th.,  who  had  attempted  to  take 
Plymouth,  could  effect  his  retreat,  and  cross  at  Foster's  Mill).  We 
started  about  5  a.m.  next  day,   17th.,  from  this  place,  which  we 


appointed  him  minister  to  Mexico,  a  post   he  held  for   two  years.  Thereafter  he 
retired  permanently  to  private  life.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XV,  379. 

i^iRobert  Frederick  Hoke  (1837-1912),  of  Lincoln  County,  attended  the  Kentucky 
Military  Academy  and  went  into  the  family  manufacturing  business.  Entering  the 
Confederate  army  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Bethel  Regiment,  he  became  major  and 
lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Thirty-third  Regiment  and  colonel  of  the  Twenty-first. 
He  distinguished  himself  at  New  Bern,  the  Seven  Days,  Second  Manassas,  Sharps- 
burg,  and  Fredericksburg.  Promoted  to  brigadier  general,  he  again  distinguished 
himself  at  Chancel lorsville  and  in  eastern  North  Carolina.  When  his  forces  captured 
Plymouth,  Hoke  was  promoted  to  major  general  on  the  field.  He  served  well  at 
Drewry's  Bluff,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  and  Bentonville.  The  end  of  the  war  closetl 
it  for  him,  for  he  rarely  mentioned  it  thereafter,  devoting  himself  to  constructive 
work  in  mining  and  refusing  to  take  any  public  part  in  politics.  Dictionary  of 
American  Biography,  IX,  126-127;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  404-405. 

ii2\Yilliam  Hyslop  Sumner  Burgwyn  (1845-1913),  of  Northampton  County,  after 
attending  Georgetown  College,  entered  the  state  university  in  1860  but  withdrew  in 
1861  to  enter  the  Confederate  army.  He  was  a  captain  in  the  Thirty-fifth  North 
Carolina  Regiment  and  was  assistant  adjutant  general  of  Clingman's  Brigade.  He 
was  wounded  firet  at  Cold  Harbor  and  later  at  Fort  Harrison,  where  he  was  captured 
and  imprisoned  at  Fort  Delaware.  He  completed  his  course  at  the  Univei^ity  of 
North  Carolina,  studied  law  at  Harvard,  and  began  practice  in  Baltimore.  While  so 
engaged,  he  also  studietl  medicine  and  earned  an  M.D.  from  Washington  Medical 
College.  Returning  to  North  Carolina  in  1882,  he  became  a  banker  and  was  colonel 
of  the  Second  North  Carolina  Regiment  in  the  Spanish- American  War.  Ashe, 
Biographical  History,  VIII,  73-81;  Spencer  Alumni  Project. 

113  John  Gray  Foster  (1823-1874),  of  New  Hampshire,  graduatetl  from  West  Point 
in  1846,  fourth  in  a  class  of  fifty-nine.  He  taught  engineering  at  West  Point,  super- 
vised the  Charleston  harbor  defenses,  and  served  under  Anderson  at  Fort  Sumter. 
In  October,  1861,  he  was  appointed  brigadier  general  of  United  States  volunteers. 
He  commanded  the  Fii^t  Brigatle,  North  Carolina  Expeditionar-y  Forces  at  Roanoke 
Island,  New  Bern,  and  Fort  Macon.  Promoted  to  major  general  in  July,  1862,  he 
commanded  the  departments  of  North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
and  the  South  successively.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  301-302. 

1 1'*  James  Dillard  Radcliffe  (1839-1878),  of  New  Hanover  County,  had  been  super- 
intendent of  the  Wilmington  Military  Academy  before  the  war.  He  entered  Confeder- 
ate service  as  a  major  of  engineers  and  became  colonel  of  the  Eighteenth  North 
Carolina  Regiment  and,  after  his  resignation  in  1864,  of  the  Sixty-first  Regiment, 
composetl  of  reserves.  Clark,  Histories  of  the  Regiments,  II,  17,  III,  503. 
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understood  was  about  16  miles  from  Plymouth,  but  that  the  route 
we  would  be  compelled  to  take  would  make  the  distance  about  22 
miles.  The  8th.  N.C.  Reg't  of  Clingman's  Brigade  had  been  sent  to 
Gen'l  Ransom  in  place  of  49th,  now  doing  picket  duty  at  Winton. 
The  35th.,  on  picket  at  Williamston  and  below,  joined  us  during 
the  day.  So  did  Col.  Dearing,!!^  with  a  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  and  Lt. 
Col.  Branch,  with  Battalion  of  Artillery,  from  Weldon,  consisting 
of  sections  of  Miller's,  (N.C.)  Graham's,  (Va.)  Pegram's,  (full) 
Bradford's,  and  other  Batteries,  making  35  guns.  Hoke's  Brigade 
consisted  of  43d.  N.  C.  T,  6th.  and  21st.  N.  C.  and  21st.  Ga.  Regts., 
under  command  of  Col.  Mercer,  21st.  Ga.  Ransom's  of  24th.,  25th., 
56th.,  35,  and  8th.  (Cols.  Clarke,ii6  Rudedge,ii7  Faison,ii8  Jones, us 
&  Lt.  Col.  Murchisoni20).  There  were  4  Va.  Regts.  in  Kemper's, 
but  don't  know  which  ones.  Our  whole  force  numbered  about 
7,000. 

Following  a  good  many  cross  roads,  and  passing  through  James- 
ville,  we  arrived  within  5  miles  of  Plymouth,  (by  the  road)  when 
Col.  Bearing,  with  Kemper's  Brigade,  and  some  pieces  of  Art'l'y, 
20  pdr.  Parrotts,  turned  off  to  the  left  to  attack  the  Fort  at  Warren's 
Neck,  distant  about  2  miles  from  the  road,  and  on  the  river  about 
1 1/2  niiles  above  the  town.  Hoke  and  Ransom,  after  going  a  short 
distance,  turned  to  the  right  at  the  bridge,  over  the  Creek,  about 
4  miles  from  town,  was  down  and  crossing  the  men  on  a  mill  dam, 

^^^  James  Dealing. 

116  YYiiiiam  John  Clarke  (d.  1886),  of  Craven  County  and  Raleigh,  was  a  graduate 
of  the  university  in  1841  and  became  a  lawyer  antl  businessman.  A  Democrat  in 
politics  before  the  war  and  a  Republican  afterwards,  he  was  state  comptroller,  1851- 
1855,  state  senator  in  1870,  and  a  judge  of  superior  court,  1871-1874.  At  the  time  of 
this  letter  Clarke  was  colonel  of  the  Twenty-fourth  North  Caiolina  Regiment. 
Spencer  Alumni  Project;  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  II,  271. 

^^^  Henry  Middleton  Rutledge,  of  South  Carolina,  was  colonel  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
North  Carolina  Regiment.  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  II, 
291,294. 

*'^  Paul  Fletcher  Faison,  of  Northampton  County,  resigned  from  West  Point  a  few 
weeks  before  graduation,  entered  Confederate  service  as  major  of  the  Foiuteenth 
North  Carolina  Regiment,  and  in  1864  was  colonel  of  the  Fifty-sixth.  He  was  tried 
by  court-martial  for  his  contluct  at  Gum  Swamp  but  was  acquittetl.  After  June,  1864, 
he  commanded  a  brigade.  Faison  was  a  good  disciplinarian  and  able  soldier.  Military 
Service  Records;  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  III,  318,  322,  358; 
IV,  569. 

'^^  John  G.  Jones,  of  Person  County,  was  colonel  of  the  Thirty-fifth  North  Carolina 
Regiment.  Before  the  war  he  had  attended  Wake  Forest  College  and  was  a  Baptist 
preacher.  He  was  killed  defending  Petersbing  two  months  after  the  victory  at  Ply- 
mouth. Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  II,  623 

'20  John  R.  Murchison,  of  Cumberland  County,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Eighth 
North  Carolina  Regiment,  was  killed  a  few  weeks  later  at  Cold  Harbor.  Clark, 
Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  I,  405. 
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The  map  of  Plymouth  and  its  defenses,  April  17-20,  1864,  is  copied  from  Walter 
Clark  (ed.).  Histories  of  the  Several  Regiments  and  Battalions  from  North  Carolina 
in  the  Great  War,  1861-'65  (Goldsboro:  State  of  North  Carolina,  5  volumes,  1901), 
V,  between  pp.  184  and  185.  The  original  map  was  drawn  by  Solon  E.  Allis  and 
copied  by  Robert  D.  Graham. 

proceeded  round  to  the  Washington  road,  and  after  going  five 
miles,  again  came  to  a  fork,  Jamesville  &  Washington,  two  miles 
fi:'om  town,  where  a  Company  of  Cavah'y  in  advance  surprised  a 
Yankee  Picket,  killing  two  and  capturing  nine,  two  escaping. 

The  line  of  Battle  is  quickly  formed.  Hoke's  about  400  yards  in 
advance  and  on  both  sides  of  the  road.  Ransom  on  the  right  of  it 
entirely.  The  Yankees  quickly  beat  the  long  roll,  and  soon  com- 
menced a  severe  shelling,  btU  owing  to  the  distance,  no  harm  is 
done,  and  our  Batteries  do  not  reply.  We  also  hear  Dearing's  guns 
on  the  left,  at  Warren's  Neck,  who  is  fighting  a  fort  of  three  guns, 
and  two  gun-boats.  The  skirmishes  on  our  front  are  now  engaged, 
and  keep  up  a  heavy  fire  until  dark.  During  the  night,  Hoke's 
Brigade  is  moved  farther  to  the  left,  and  about  2Y2  O'clock  next 
morning,  the  56th.  Reg't  is  called  up,  to  throw  up  breast-works 
for  Artillery  in  our  front,  and  just  behind  the  skirmishers.  A  de- 
tail of  250  is  then  made,  who  go  and  work  until  day,  when  they 
are  relieved,  and  the  work  still  continued  under  the  enemy's  fire, 
by  one  Company  at  a  time.  The  object  of  this  work,  ("A"  in  the 
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enclosed  diagram)i2i  is  to  protect  our  guns  in  advancing,  a  Fort 
of  two  guns  on  the  left,  and  entirely  independent  of  the  fortifica- 
tions around  the  town,  "B".  The  43rd.  Reg't  is  also  relieved  by  the 
26th.,  as  skirmishers  on  our  front,  and  companies  from  the  other 
Regiments  extend  the  line  still  further  to  the  right.  About  12 
O'clock  our  guns  opened  on  the  work  mentioned,  and  the  enemy 
reply  vigorously,  both  from  it,  and  their  principal  Fort,  "C,"  of  5 
guns.  We  learn  then,  April  18,  that  at  5  P.M.  Hoke,  with  his 
Brigade,  is  to  storm  the  work,  "B,"  on  the  left,  while  Ransom  is 
to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  right,  (enemy's  left  center).  Also 
that  Col.  Bearing  had  crippled  a  gun-boat,  (this  Boat  sinks  as  soon 
as  she  gets  to  the  wharf,  and  two  were  killed,  and  seven  wounded 
on  another,  as  we  learn  aftei^wards),  and  that  the  skirmishers  of 
Kemper's  Brigade,  approaching  too  near  the  Fort,  at  Warren's 
Neck,  had  suffered  a  loss  of  two  killed  and  30  wounded.  This  is 
all  the  fighting  done  by  this  Brigade,  as  the  Fort  of  three  guns 
did  not  surrender  until  Wednesday,  after  the  town  had  fallen. 

Starting  at  5  P.M.,  we  march  to  the  right,  and  halt  at  place  "D," 
where  our  four  right  Companies  and  three  Cos  from  9th.,  35th., 
and  24th.,  each,  are  sent  to  the  right  to  relieve  25th.  as  skirmishers, 
which  closes  to  the  left,  and  moves  over  half  mile  to  the  left  to  join 
Hoke.  Soon  we  move  by  flank  to  the  edge  of  woods  in  full  view  of 
the  enemy,  and  form  our  line  at  "E."  The  enemy  commence  at 
once  to  shell  us,  with  at  least  15  guns  of  every  caliber  (from  200  pr. 
Parrott  at  their  extreme  right  of  the  town  8c  river,  down  to  Field 
Artillery),  and  three  gun-boats.  Our  demonstration  is  to  advance 
first  our  skirmishers,  and  to  charge,  with  20  pieces  of  Artillery, 
supported  by  four  Reg'ts  of  Inf  try,  advancing  in  quick  time,  and 
lying  down  at  short  intervals  tor  nearly  a  mile.  It  was  splendidly 
done,  the  skirinishers  running  the  enemy  over  his  breastworks, 
some  pieces  of  our  Artillery  firing  over  200  times,  and  the  Infantry 
advancing  in  admirable  order.  It  was  a  wild  sight,  and  the  ground 
shoke  with  the  explosion  of  shells.  The  Caisons  of  the  Pieces  were 
several  times  sent  to  the  rear  for  more  ammunition.  Whenever  the 
enemy  would  get  our  Range,  the  lines  woidd  be  advanced,  and 
so  the  rain  of  shells,  in  most  cases,  past  over  us.  It  was  certainly  the 
heaviest  dose  of  Iron  I  ever  took.  Our  loss  in  56th.  Reg't  was  15 
wounded,  some  of  them  badly.  This  small  loss  was  owing  to  the 
rolling  ground  over  which  we  passed,  and  it  is  strange  that  the 
only  three  horses  killed  were,  at  the  time,  over  half  a  mile  to  the 
rear  of  lines,  after  ammunition. 


'21  The  tliagram  included  in  the  letter  cannot  be  reproduced. 
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The  24th.  and  8th.  were  on  right  of  road  parrellel  [sic]  to  Wash- 
ington road,  and  56th.  and  36th.  on  left  of  it.  The  charge  com- 
menced about  six,  and  ended  about  ten,  with  our  skirmishers  in 
one  hundred  yards  of  works,  and  the  Infantry  remain  until  nearly 
one  O'clock,  all  firing  having  ceased,  except  an  occasional  shot  from 
the  enemy.  Leaving  a  small  show  of  skirmishers,  we  fall  back  to 
our  former  position,  hearing  that  Hoke's  men  are  all  around  the 
fort,  some  of  them  inside,  as  prisoners,  but  that  it  has  not  sur- 
rendered, and  bitterly  disappointed  at  our  gun-boat  not  making 
its  appearance  as  expected,  thinking  that  if  what  we  had  gone 
through  with  was  only  a  demonstration,  what  must  a  fight  be? 
In  fact  we  fell  to  sleep,  deeming  it  more  probable  that  the  moiTow 
would  bring  orders  for  Tarboro',  than  for  Plymouth.  We  awoke 
next  morning  to  find  that  o in  gun-boat  had  indeed  come,  sunk  one 
of  the  enemy,  and  run  off  the  enemy,  and  was  then  shelling  the 
town,  and  that  Hoke  had  canied  the  Fort, — but  with  the  loss  of 
Col.  Mercer,  21st.  Ga.,  commanding  Brig.,  and  20  killed  &:  50 
wounded, — turned  its  guns  on  the  town,  and  demanded  its  sur- 
render, and  soon  received  orders  to  march  with  Col.  Clarke  and 
24th.  to  Lee's  Mill  Road,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  enemy. 
Soon  after  getting  in  position,  we  are  withdrawn,  and  march  back, 
our  cavalry  having  passed  by  us  to  Columbia  road.  Soon  we  learn 
that  Ransom,  with  his  Brig.  &  four  pieces  of  Art.,  is  ordered  to 
storm  the  town  from  Columbia  road.  We  move  around  the  same 
road  we  had  travelled  in  the  morning,  about  4  miles,  tuni  to  the 
left,  and  strike  the  Columbia  road,  which  we  follow  until  about 
2  miles  from  town,  when  we  have  to  cross  a  Creek.  As  the  bridge  is 
gone,  Prisoners  are  sent  to  cut  down  trees,  but  from  the  crack  of 
rifles  learn  that  the  enemy  is  in  some  force  to  dispute  our  passage. 
Our  Artillery  is  brought  forward,  dislodges  them,  and  a  pontoon- 
boat  is  shoved  across,  over  which  the  24th.  effect  a  passage,  and  are 
soon  driving  the  enemy's  skinnishers  before  them.  The  bridge  is 
finished,  we  cross  over,  meeting  four  or  five  wounded  of  24th. 

Our  line  of  battle  is  soon  formed,  56th.  on  extreine  right,  25th., 
8th.,  35th.,  &  20th.,  and,  as  it  is  12  O'clock,  are  told  to  rest  till  day- 
break. The  Gunboat  is  on  our  right,  and  between  it  and  a  200  pdr. 
at  the  other  end  of  town,  'T,"  shots  are  exchanged.  The  enemy  also 
shell  our  line  until  the  time  I  fell  asleep.  At  daybreak,  nearly 
chilled  with  cold,  we  are,  from  position  "K,"  aroused  to  make  the 
charge.  At  first  we  start  in  quick  time,  the  gunboat  steaming  up  on 
our  right.  Soon  it  becomes  double  quick,  and  "yells  "  break  from 
the  whole  line,  which  are  answered  by  Hoke's  Brigade,  on  other 
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side.  Our  Reg't  is  now  charged  by  a  drove  of  Cattle,  but  we  succeed 
in  flanking  them,  and  soon  cross  a  ditch  six  feet  deep,  and  a  fence 
on  the  other  side,  then  into  a  marsh  in  some  places  waist  deep,  and 
impassable  for  our  right,  which  has  to  be  withdrawn,  and  carried 
through  by  a  flank.  The  28th.  is  in  the  same  fix,  and  our  Reg't 
gets  ahead  of  it,  and  forms  under  a  heavy  shower  of  Minnie  balls, 
at  the  edge  of  town,  and  %  of  a  mile  from  where  we  started,  and 
on  the  right  of  24th.,  our  left  resting  on  the  street,  and  25th.  going 
to  our  right.  The  8th.  and  35th.  were  still  engaged  at  the  Forks 
on  either  side  of  the  road,  but  soon  came  up,  35th.  passing  be- 
tween us  and  24th.,  and  going  to  its  left.  The  8th.  is  still  to  the 
left,  facing  at  nearly  right  angles,  and  are  hotly  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  We  are  now  in  position,  and  I  see  nothing  more  of  8th., 
35th.,  or  25th.  during  the  fight,  as  houses  intervened.  The  24th., 
moving  on  Faison,  filed  to  the  right,  and  started  by  the  left  flank 
up  the  street.  As  the  fire  from  the  houses  became  pretty  hot,  I 
saw  that  this  would  not  do,  and  quickly  formed  line  of  Battle  left, 
near  the  24th.,  and  a  piece  of  Artillery  between  us,  and  right  near 
the  jail.  We  then  received  a  very  heavy  right  oblique,  and  charg- 
ing forward,  found  the  Yankees  under  ground  in  holes,  and  took 
over  50  prisoners.  I  met  Col.  Faison  shortly  after  this,  going  to- 
wards the  right,  and  saw  nothing  more  of  him  or  Col.  Lukei22 
during  the  fight,  until  Hoke's  brigade.  In  fact  I  soon  found  that 
I  had  nearly  all  the  officers  and  men  except  the  two  right  Com- 
panies, and  at  the  far  end  of  the  street  where  I  found  a  Yankee 
piece  of  Artillery,  and  Caison,  with  12  horses.  I  succeeded  in  get- 
ting the  Caison  with  two  of  the  horses  wounded,  but  the  Serg't  in 
charge  blew  up  the  limber  and  killed  and  wounded  the  other  six. 
I  then  advanced  the  men,  and,  getting  a  flank  fire,  succeeded  in 
capturing  all  the  Yankees  along  the  whole  West  line  of  Fortifica- 
tions, over  240  of  them.  Several  of  my  men  calling  out  that  the 
Yankees  were  running  for  the  Fort"C"  I  advanced  the  line  across 
the  breast  on  South  Front,  but  soon  foimd  out  that  the  Federal 
Flag  was  still  flying.  I  then  fell  back  within  the  Fortifications,  and 
formed  line  again,  with  24th.  I  got  a  ball  through  my  overcoat 
about  this  time.  Hoke's  Brigade  now  came  in,  and  sharpshooters 
being  placed  around  the  principal  Fort,  and  Artillery  brought  up 


^22  G.  Gratiott  Luke,  of  Camden  County,  formerly  captain.  Company  A,  was  elected 
lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Fifth-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment  in  July,  1862,  and  had 
the  reputation  of  being  an  effective  soldier.  After  being  captured  at  Dinwiddie 
Courthouse  on  April  1,  1865,  Luke  was  imprisoned  until  July  25,  1865,  at  Johnson's 
Island.  He  was  a  member  of  the  state  legislature  in  1865.  Military  Service  Records; 
Connor,  Manual,  1913,  534. 
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very  close,  the  Flag  was  hauled  down,  and  Brig.  Gen'l  Wessells^^s 
and  Command  received  as  Prisoners.  I  have  been  in  command  at 
this  place  since  the  fight  .  .  .  but  start  for  Washington  in  the  morn- 
ing. It  is  now  1  O'clock,  and  I  have  to  join  my  Reg't,  seven  miles 
from  here,  by  seven  A.M.  Love  to  all.  I  wish  I  coidd  have  given 
you  a  better  account  of  otn  fight,  but  have  been  interrupted  so 
often  that  it  is  almost  impossible. 

My  best  love  to  Mother.  Good  night. 
Your  affect'  Son, 

William  A.  Graham,  Jr.,  to  William  A.  Graham         DUKE 

Raleigh 
April    26th,    1864 

The  letter  concerning  Ephraim's  wages  has  not  as  yet  come  to 
hand.  I  enclose  you  a  notice  concerning  the  manner  in  which 
powers  of  attorney  are  to  be  given.  I  think  I  could  exchange  several 
hundred  dollars  more  of  the  old  issue  for  the  new  here.  Whitingi24 
is  discharging  the  negroes  from  Wilmington  and  I  hope  yours 
will  be  up  in  a  day  or  two. 

The  Govr  is  expected  home  tonight.  Holdens  friends  are  veiy 
active  but  if  our  armies  meet  with  no  reverses  Vances  friends  do 
not  fear  the  result.  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  measure  to  repeal 
the  act  of  the  last  legislature  prohibiting  officers  from  buying  ra- 
tions and  allowing  them  one  and  pass  one  allowing  thein  one  &: 
also  to  buy  one.  For  an  officer  has  no  time  to  see  after  his  horse  if 
he  makes  his  men  attend  to  theirs,  and  it  is  not  right  to  starve  him 
by  making  him  divide  his  ration  with  his  negro. 


123  Heni7  Walton  Wessells  (1809-1889),  of  Connecticut,  graduated  from  West  Point 
in  1833  and  served  in  the  Seminole  and  Mexican  wars  and  on  frontier  duty  before 
1861.  His  first  Civil  War  service  was  as  colonel  of  the  Eighth  Kansas  Infantry  on  the 
Missouri  border.  After  March,  1862,  he  campaigned  in  the  east.  He  was  promoted 
to  brigadier  general  and  commanded  a  brigade  in  the  Peninsula  campaign  and  in 
actions  in  eastern  North  Carolina.  In  May,  1863,  he  was  appointed  conmiander  of 
the  District  of  Albemarle.  The  following  April  he  was  garrisoned  in  Plymouth  when 
he  was  assailed  and  forced  to  surrender  by  Confederate  forces  under  Robert  F.  Hoke. 
After  imprisonment  for  foiu  months  Wessells  was  exchanged  but  never  again  had 
field  corrimand.  Brevetted  brigadier  general  in  the  regular  army  near  the  end  of  the 
war,  he  remained  on  frontier  and  recruiting  duty  until  his  retirement  in  1871.  Ezra 
J.  Warner,  Generals  in  Blue,  Lives  of  the  Union  Commanders  (Baton  Rouge: 
Louisiana  State  University  Press,  1964),  551-552,  hereinafter  cited  as  Warner, 
Generals  in  Blue. 

'24  Gen.  William  Henry  Chase  Whiting,  commander  of  the  Militai-y  District  of 
Wilmington. 
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Genl.  Holmesi25  has  arrived  and  will  make  his  Hd.  Qrs  and 
home  here.  Nothing  from  below  except  that  Martin  126  has  gone 
to  garrison  Plymouth  and  Hoke  where  no  one  is  informed. 

I  think  the  Governor  will  be  much  pleased  when  your  letter 
makes  its  appearance.  Having  been  guided  by  you  to  a  great  extent 
in  his  administration,  he  feels  that  you  should  give  him  your  in- 
fluence at  this  time. 


James  A.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Camp  27th.  No.  Ca.  Infy., 
April    26th.,    1864. 

My  dear  Father, 

I  received  your  very  welcome  letter  of  19th.  inst.  day  before  yes- 
terday. I  am  very  much  obliged  for  the  sorrel  mare,  and  will  write 
to  Willie  to  get  me  a  saddle  in  Raleigh.  If  he  cannot  get  me  a  good 
one  there,  1  shall  get  one  from  the  Ordnance  Dept.  in  Richmond. 
I  am  using  a  Government  horse  now,  and  shall  continue  to  use  it 
untill  I  get  my  appointment  from  Richmond.  I  think  there  is  no 
doubt  of  my  getting  it,  and  the  only  question  is;  how  long  will  it 
be.  It  sometimes  takes  such  papers  a  month.  I  would  not  care  to 
have  my  own  horse  in  camp  'till  I  get  my  papers  all  right.  I  wish 
you  would  please  arrange  some  way  to  send  my  horse  on,  as  soon  as 
I  need  it.  I  will  write  to  you  as  soon  as  I  get  my  appointment. 

1  would  like  very  much  to  get  a  furlough  to  come  home  and 
fit  out,  but  there  is  no  chance  of  it.  I  shall,  however,  try  to  go  to 


125  Gen.  Theophilus  Hunter  Holmes. 

126  James  Green  Martin  (1819-1878),  a  native  of  Elizabeth  City  where  his  father  was 
a  prominent  planter  and  shipbuilder,  graduated  from  West  Point  in  1840.  He  served 
in  garrison,  in  the  Mexican  War  where  he  lost  his  right  arm,  and  on  the  frontier 
before  resigning  his  commission  in  June,  1861.  After  returning  to  North  Carolina  in 
September  he  was  appointed  adjutant  general  and  major  general  of  state  militia. 
Charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing  all  state  troops  and  supervising  state  defenses, 
Martin  provetl  to  be  an  able  administrator  and  was  largely  responsible  for  the 
superior  equipping  and  training  of  North  Carolina  troops.  He  also  initiated  the  use 
of  blockade-rimners  as  soinces  of  supply.  In  the  spring  of  1862  he  was  commissioned 
Confederate  brigadier  general  and  given  command  of  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina.  In  the  fall  of  1863  he  took  the  field  with  a  brigade  and  distinguished  him- 
self in  1864  in  the  defense  of  Petersburg.  When  his  health  failed  under  the  rigors  of 
field  campaigning,  Martin  was  sent  to  command  the  District  of  Western  North 
Carolina.  He  surrenderetl  at  Waynesville  in  May,  1865.  Settling  in  Asheville,  he 
practiced  law  there  imtil  his  death.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XII,  340-341; 
Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  bXA. 
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Richmond  for  a  day  or  two  when  you  get  there. 

The  news  from  everywhere  is  very  cheering.  Our  arms  seem  to 
be  victorious  wherever  we  meet  the  foe.  I  am  especially  glad  to 
hear  of  the  capture  of  Plymouth;  for  it  is  the  first  decisive  victory 
within  the  bounds  of  our  State.  The  papers  yesterday  state  that 
the  President  has  made  Gen.  Hoke  a  Maj.  Gen'l,  to  date  from  the 
capture  of  Plymouth. 

Everything  is  as  quiet  as  usual  along  our  lines,  though  we  may 
move  at  any  time.  The  weather  for  the  past  few  days  has  been  very 
fine.  It  is  the  first  spring  weather  we  have  had  this  year. 

I  must  close.  Love  to  all. 

Write  soon  to 

Your  affectionate  son, 


Robert  Hall  Morrison  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Cottage  Home 
April  29th,  1864 

I  little  supposed  when  I  wrote  to  you  a  few  days  since  in  regard 
to  Mary'si27  health,  that  I  would  so  soon  be  called  to  communicate 
the  sad  tidings  of  her  death. 

On  Saturday  last  she  was  taken  with  a  violent  spasm.  This  was 
succeeded  by  others  still  more  terrific  until  the  powers  of  nature 
were  entirely  exhausted  and  she  died  on  the  27th  at  11  P.M.  We 
had  supposed  that  the  sufferings  from  the  cancer  &  paralysis  had 
filled  the  measure  of  her  trials,  but  for  5  days  &:  nights  we  were 
called  to  witness  the  most  appalling  convulsions. 

She  was  buried  today  at  Machpelah  immediately  beside  y'^. 
Father.  Thus  has  passed  away  one  among  the  purest  &  best  of 
women.  All  our  children  except  Wm^^s  ^  Joseph^^a  were  here  dur- 


127  Mary    Graham    Morrison    (1801-1864),   sister   of    William    A.    Graham.    Clark, 
"Graham  Descendants." 

128  William  Wilberforce  Morrison  (1826-1865)  was  the  second  child  and  eldest  son 
of  Robert  Hall  and  Mary  Graham  Morrison.  A  nephew  of  Graham,  Morrison  served 
his  uncle  as  private  secretary  while  Graham  was  governor.  Later,  as  a  result  of 
Graham's  becoming  secretary  of  that  department,  he  was  appointed  a  clerk  in  the 
riavy  department,  a  position  which  he  held  for  several  years.  He  returned  to  North 
Carolina  and  served  as  a  captain  in  the  state  commissary  department.  Clark, 
"Graham  Descendants  ";  William  W.  Morrison  to  William  A.  Graham,  June  3,  1847, 
Graham  Collection,  Division  of  Archives  and  History,  Raleigh;  Clark,  Histories  of 
the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  I,  37. 

129  Graham's   nephew  Joseph   Graham   Morrison   (1842-1904)   was   adjutant   of  the 
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ing  her  last  illness.  Sister  Violeti^o  ^qo  was  here  all  the  time. 

I  should  not  omit  the  great  kindness  of  our  friends  who  did  all 
for  our  comfort  that  could  be  thought  of.  Every  possible  respect 
was  shown  to  her  memory  by  the  large  attendance  today. 

I  trust  her  sorrows  are  all  ended  and  that  she  now  repairs  in  a 
higher  Sc  nobler  life. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washifigton  Graham        A&H 

Richmond, 

May  2nd,  1864. 

My  Dearest 

I  aiTived  in  Richmond  on  Saturday  morning  after  a  journey  of 
tolerable  comfort,  &:  took  lodgings  at  the  Ballard  House,  met  [in] 
the  cars  several  acquaintances,  members  of  Congress.  Heard  at 
Weldon  that  New  Berne  was  about  to  be  attacked,  and  Gen'l 
Beauregardi^i  left  that  place  for  Goldsboro'  while  I  was  there.  I 
have  no  aiTangement  yet  for  permanent  lodgings,  and  find  it  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  get  suited  except  at  the  most  exorbitant 


Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina  Regiment,  aide  to  General  Jackson  and  later  to  Robert 
F.  Hoke.  He  lost  a  foot  at  Petersburg.  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants";  Clark,  Histories 
of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  111,427. 

1^^  Violet  Graham  Alexander  (1799-1868),  of  Mecklenburg  County,  was  the  widow 
of  Dr.  Moses  Winslow  Alexantler  (1798-1845).  She  was  the  eighth  child  born  to  the 
Joseph  Grahams  and  was  five  years  older  than  her  brother  William  A.  Graham. 
Clark,  "Graham  Descendants." 

131  Pierre  Gustave  Toutant  Beauregard  (1818-1893),  of  Louisiana  and  of  French 
descent,  graduated  second  in  the  West  Point  class  of  1838  and  received  two  brevets 
for  his  gallant  service  under  Scott  in  Mexico.  He  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
West  Point  in  January,  1861,  but  was  transferred  shortly  thereafter  for  his  avowed 
Southern  sympathies.  In  February,  1861,  he  resigned  from  the  old  army  and  was 
appointed  a  Confederate  brigadier  general.  Assigned  to  Charleston,  Beauregard  com- 
manded the  forces  which  captured  Fort  Sumter.  In  the  process  he  captured  the 
popular  imagination  of  the  southern  people,  was  given  command  of  one  of  the  two 
armies  then  forming  in  Virginia,  and  was  second  in  command  to  Joseph  E.  Johnston 
at  First  Manassas  where  he  distinguished  himself.  He  was  appointed  general  to  rank 
from  July  21,  1861.  Subordinate  only  to  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  at  Shiloh,  he  assumed 
command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  upon  Johnston's  death.  Beauregard  was  re- 
placed by  Braxton  Bragg  while  on  sick  leave,  but  later  he  commanded  the  defenses 
of  Charleston.  In  early  1864  he  was  ordered  to  Virginia  where  he  checked  Butler's 
army  at  Drewry's  Bluff  and  countered  Grant's  thrust  at  Richmond,  allowing  Lee 
time  to  establish  his  defenses  before  Petersburg.  He  served  with  Johnston  in  the 
Carolinas  campaign  late  in  the  war.  After  the  war,  Beauregard  returned  to  Louisiana 
where  he  was  a  railroad  president,  a  manager  of  the  state  lottery,  and  commissioner 
of  public  works  in  New  Orleans.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  II,  111-112. 
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prices — $30  per  day  being  the  price  I  am  paying  at  the  Ballard 
House — the  accommodations  thus  far  are  not  [to]  be  complained 
of.  I  have  seen  but  few  old  acquaintances;  every  thing  wears  a  new 
aspect.  The  city  seems  very  quiet,  and  comparatively  few  persons 
are  seen  in  the  streets.  There  is  no  military  news  except  what  is 
seen  in  the  papers.  Lee's  army  seems  confident.  We  hear  today  that 
the  enemy  have  evacuated  Washington,  N.C.  and  were  in  retreat 
to  New  Berne. 

There  are  various  accounts  of  the  affair  at  Plymouth  as  to  the 
killing  of  slaves,  etc. 

The  two  Houses  of  Congress  organized  today  by  relecting  the 
old  officers;  Hunter^^^  of  Va.  President  of  Senate,  and  Bocock^^s 
Speaker  of  House,  etc.  I  have  ascertained  sufficiently  the  condition 
of  affairs,  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  length  of  the  session — I  hope 
it  be  closed  by  the  end  of  the  month,  but  much  will  depend  on  mil- 
itary events  in  the  mean  time. 

I  sent  James'  shoes  by  a  young  officer  who  left  here  yesterday, 
and  also  wrote  him  to  expect  his  Box  by  Mr.  Troy — I  have  heard 
nothing  flnther  of  John  or  Rob't — you  will  see  in  the  papers  an 
account  of  the  accidental  death  of  a  child  of  the  President. 

My  Love  to  Sudie  &  the  boys  when  you  write  them. 


132  Robert  Mercer  Taliaferro  Hunter  (1809-1887)  was  a  product  of  the  Virginia 
plantation  aristocracy.  His  education  was  traditional;  he  was  tutored  at  home, 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Virginia,  and  read  law,  his  law  preceptor  being 
the  eminent  particularist,  Judge  Henry  St.  George  Tucker  of  Winchester.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1830  and  established  his  practice  in  Lloyds.  Hunter  was 
destined  for  an  active  career  in  politics;  although  his  abilities  were  modest,  he  proved 
to  be  a  significant  figure  in  Virginia  and  national  affairs.  After  serving  in  the  Vir- 
ginia assembly  as  an  independent  (1834-1837),  he  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Congress  as  a  States'  Rights  Whig,  seiA'ing  from  1837  to  1843.  By  the  early  1840s  he 
had  come  under  the  influence  of  John  C.  Calhoun  and  had  entered  the  Democratic 
party.  Throughout  the  1840s  he  endeavored  to  mold  the  Democracy  in  the  Calhoun 
image  and  sought  to  secure  the  presidential  nomination  for  his  champion.  Dismayed 
by  the  Wilmot  Proviso  and  the  Compromise  of  1850,  Hunter,  as  a  delegate  to  the 
Nashville  Convention,  favoretl  disruption  of  the  Union;  however,  his  attitudes  be- 
came more  moderate  during  the  troubled  1850s.  As  a  United  States  senator  (1847- 
1861)  he  defended  Southern  rights  against  extremist  attacks  but  his  natural  con- 
servative principles  antl  conciliatory  temper  sometimes  caused  him  to  draw  closer  to 
the  North.  For  example,  as  author  of  the  Tariff  of  1857  he  gained  friends  through- 
out the  nation.  In  1860  Hunter  was  considered  a  possible  compromise  candidate  be- 
tween the  Northern  and  Southern  Democracy.  When  it  became  apparent  that  he 
could  not  be  nominated.  Hunter  advised  his  followers  to  support  John  C.  Breckin- 
ridge, the  candidate  of  the  proslavery  wing  of  the  party.  Following  the  election  of 
Lincoln,  Senator  Hunter  was  one  of  the  Committee  of  Thirteen  which  proposed  the 
Crittenden    Compromise    to    the   slavery   imbroglio.    He  voted    with    those   favoring 
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Bartholomew  F.  Moore  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh, 

May  2nd.,  1864. 

Some  ten  or  twelve  days  since,  I  wrote  to  Col.  W.  B.  Rodman  to 
do  me  the  favor  to  have  copied  and  sent  to  me  the  Statute  of  34 
Geo.  3,  ch.  54.  That  Statute  contains  the  usual  provisions  of  what 
is  called,  improperly  in  England,  a  suspension  of  the  Hab.  Corp. 
writ. 

You  will  see  by  its  provisions  that  it  does  vastly  more  than  deny 
the  writ  of  Hab.  Corp.  It  denies  a  trial.  Also  see  Hend  Hab.  Corp. 
132-3.  On  p.  133  Hend  says,  "In  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  etc.," 
it  may  "forbid  their  release  while  the  exigency  lasts,  by  either  State 
or  Federal  Courts."  This  is  manifest  error,  if  the  writer  intends  to 
assert  the  power  of  Congress  to  deny  a  speedy  trial,  etc.  The  denial 
of  the  writ  has  no  connection  with  the  guaranty  of  a  speedy  trial. 

I  deeply  regret  the  position  of  the  Conservative  party.  Can  noth- 
ing be  done  to  relieve  us  from  destruction? 

I  have  not  rec'd  the  copy  of  the  Statute.  Please  see  Col.  R.  and 
have  it  sent  to  me  without  delay,  and  oblige. 


conciliation  and  compromise.  Failure  of  this  effort  at  compromise  convinced  him 
that  secession  was  imavoidable,  so  he  resigned  nearly  a  month  before  Virginia 
seceded  and  served  in  all  three  Confederate  congresses  with  an  interim  of  several 
months  when  he  was  secretai-y  of  state,  July  25,  1861,  to  February  18,  1862.  His 
career  as  Confederate  senator  was  undistinguished.  Late  in  the  war  a  peace  move- 
ment aimed  at  arranging  a  negotiated  peace  called  him  from  comparative  obscurity. 
Himter  joined  Alexander  H.  Stephens  and  John  A.  Campbell  as  the  Confederate 
spokesmen  at  the  Hampton  Roads  conference  where  they  met  informally  with 
Lincoln  and  Seward.  Lhe  residts  of  this  futile  conference  convinced  Hunter  that  the 
Southern  cause  was  desperate  and  that  surrender  was  inevitable  imless  a  determined 
and  unified  effort  coidd  be  mounted.  To  this  end  on  February  6,  1865,  he  presided 
over  a  mass  meeting  where  Davis  delivered  a  masterly  speech  hoping  to  rally  his 
people.  Despite  his  temporary  resolve  Hunter  opposed  the  action  of  the  Confederate 
Congress  authorizing  the  levy  of  Negro  troops;  recognizing  that  defeat  was  inevitable, 
he  urged  Davis  to  seek  a  negotiated  settlement,  thus  inviting  ridicule  and  the 
dubious  sobriquet  the  "conquered  Senator."  Later  he  was  a  leatler  of  the  conserva- 
tive faction  which  worked  successfully  to  spare  Virginia  the  worst  evils  of  radical 
reconstruction.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  IX,  403-405. 

'•^•^  Thomas  Stanley  Bocock  (1815-1891),  of  Virginia,  was  a  giaduate  of  Hampden- 
Sydney  College,  a  respected  lawyer,  a  state  legislator,  and  a  Democratic  congressman, 
1847  1861.  After  Virginia  seceded,  Bocock  was  elected  to  the  Confederate  Congress 
where  he  served  as  speaker  in  the  fii"st  and  second  congresses.  He  headetl  the  dele- 
gation which  early  in  1865  warned  President  Davis  that  the  House  might  register 
its  want  of  confidence  in  his  cabinet  by  a  formal  vote.  He  was  a  moderate  Conserva- 
tive and  a  Democrat  after  1865.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  H,  402. 
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Joseph  H.  Payne^^'^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Camp  Holmes,  N.C., 
Near  Raleigh, 
May  3rd.,  1864. 

Under  the  conscript  Law  of  last  Session,  the  Troops  stationed  at 
the  Camps  of  Instruction  are  to  take  the  field,  and  their  places  sup- 
plied by  the  reserves.  We  have  eight  companies  belonging  to 
Mallett's  Battalion,  two  of  them  mounted.  They  are  organized  into 
Companies,  they  are  well  drilled  and  disciplined.  They  have  been 
here  near  two  years,  formed  friendships,  are  enured  to  Camp  life, 
and  desire  to  take  the  field  in  a  body. 

Gen.  Holmes  is  in  Richmond  now,  to  see  if  he  cannot  have  an 
act  passed  pennitting  us  to  organize.  Here  is  what  we  all  want.  The 
Companies  elect  their  officers,  and  these  officers  elect  the  field 
officers. 

Gov.,  when  the  bill  comes  up,  if  you  would  give  it  your  support, 
we  all  would  be  under  obligations  to  you,  and  you  doing  what  we 
honestly  believe  would  be  best  for  the  Country. 

I  Should  regret  exceedingly  to  see  these  men  separated,  and 
assigned  to  various  regiments,  who  fought  so  bravely  at  Kinston, 
and  so  devoted  to  each  other,  and  the  officers. 

David  L.  Swain  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Chapel  Hill, 
May  3rd.,  1864. 

Your  welcome  letter  of  the  21  April  was  duly  received.  I  had 
intended  to  reply  before  you  left  home,  but  have  been  constantly 
engaged  in  efforts  to  preserve  life  in  the  University. 

The  enrollment  of  young  men  between  17  Sc  18,  and  old  men 
between  45  &  50,  seems  to  me  to  be  mistaken,  if  not  fatal  policy  for 
N.C.  In  States  of  more  productive  soil,  it  might  be  less  dangerous, 
but  with  our  principal  corn  growing  counties  in  the  East  under  the 


^"^'^  Joseph  H.  Payne,  of  Edgecombe  County,  was  fii^t  lieutenant  of  Company  A, 
Tenth  North  CaroUna  Regiment  (First  Artillery).  He  was  killed  at  Cold  Harbor  on 
June  3,  1864.  Manarin.  Roster  of  Troops,  1,42.438. 
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control  of  the  enemy,  and  our  trans  Alleghany  counties  subject  to 
constant,  devastating  raids,  we  will  be  in  danger,  if  not  of  actual 
starvation,  of  destitution  bordering  upon  it.  We  have  had  two  bad 
crop  years  in  succession,  the  present  is  the  most  backward  Spring, 
&:  the  most  unfavorable  to  all  outdoor  operations,  that  I  have 
known  since  you  and  I  met  here  at  college  in  April,  1822.  The  tiine 
of  enrolment  is  most  inopportune.  At  the  veiy  time  when  every 
hand  that  can  guide  a  plow  or  wield  a  hoe,  is  needed  to  plant  com, 
the  young  and  the  old  are  siunmoned  to  spend  a  fortnight  at  Hills- 
boro'.  Prof.  Phillips,  wiio  came  down  froin  Alamance  yesterday, 
states  that  Mr.  Speaker  Mebanc^^^  and  other  gentlemen, 
informed  him  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  lands  owned  by  poor 
men  in  that  County,  liable  to  military  service,  would  remain  un- 
tilled,  and  Alamance  is  a  more  productive  County  than  Orange. 
Nearly  three  years  ago,  1  supplied  Mr.  Hale^^^  with  a  series 
of  statistical  details,  tending  to  shew,  as  I  supposed,  the  impossi- 
bility of  caiTying  the  Conscription  Act  into  rigorous  execution 
upon  the  scale  even  then  proposed.  He  wove  them  into  an  edito- 
rial, which  may  perhaps  have  attracted  your  notice  at  the  time.  I 
regret  I  have  no  copy  at  hand  to  send  you;  and  I  am  too  busy  at 
present  to  enter  into  minute  details. 

You  are  aware  that  the  age  of  19  divides  the  human  race  into 
about  equal  proportions.  The  white  popidation  of  N.C.  is,  in 
round  numbers,  680,000—340,000  males— 170,000  of  19  and  up- 
wards. The  Adj.  Gen'l's  computation  of  men  already  mustered 
into  service,  97,686 — to  more  than  one  half  of  the  male  population 
over  19.  Suppose  we  stop  at  the  latter  number,  will  the  remainder 
tmii  out  a  sufficient  number  of  efficient  workers  to  support  100,000 
men  in  the  field,  and  provide  sustenance  for  helpless  ones  at  home? 
The  state  of  things  around  us  at  present  does  not  promise  a  favor- 
able answer.  We  have  suffered  terribly  on  many  well  fought  fields, 
but  what  is  death  in  battle,  to  the  most  horrible  of  liuman  suffer- 
ings, the  lingering  death  by  fainine? 

In  my  first  message  to  the  Gen.  As.  in  Nov.,  1833,  I  had  occasion 
to  remark,  that  the  tax  paid  upon  real  estate  depended  quite  as 
much  upon  the  integrity  of  the  citizen,  as  the  value  of  his  property, 
and  that  the  heaviest  burthens  were  consequently  imposed  upon 
the  most  honest  men.  That  no  species  of  tax  could  be  devised  more 
unequal  in  its  operation  than  a  poll,  and  more  equal  than  income 


1*^^  Giles  Mebane,  of  Alamance,  was  speaker  of  the  North  Carolina  Senate  in  the 
1864  session.  C^onnor,  Manual,  191h41-i. 

'•^^  Fayetteville  Observer  editor  Edward  J.  Hale. 
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tax;  that  real  estate  contributed  an  amount  nearly  equal  to  the  poll 
tax,  "while  a  comparatively  small  sum  was  levied  upon  other  spe- 
cies of  property,  and  none  upon  monied  capital. ''  The  suggestions 
were  entirely  novel,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  new  mode  of 
assessment  of  real  estate,  produced  little  immediate  effect.  At 
present,  however.  State,  county,  and  Confederate  taxes  are  levied 
upon  monied  capital,  to  an  extent  that  threatens  annihilation. 
Widows,  orphans,  salaried  men,  hitherto  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, are  in  many  instances  gieatly  straitened,  and  in  others  in 
absolute  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  Now  as  then,  the  tax  paid 
will  be  more  nearly  in  proportion  to  the  integrity  than  the  estate 
of  the  citizen. 

I  am  63  years  of  age,  have  been  in  public  life  nearly  40  years,  am 
in  my  29th.  year  as  Pres't  of  the  Univ.,  never  bought  a  note  in  my 
life,  never  collected  a  dollar  by  execution  or  forced  sale  of  any  kind, 
have  debts  due  me  where  the  debtor  has  been  indulged  more  than 
30  years.  My  salary  is,  at  present,  not  equal  to  $100.  in  specie.  My 
taxes  will  be  between  5  &  $10,000.,  while  the  property  bound  for 
this,  is  wholly  unproductive.  As  mentioned  in  my  last,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  turn  agricidturist,  or  starve.  The  new  mode  of  taxation 
of  newly  purchased  lands  will  operate  most  uneqtially  upon  any 
construction,  and  ruinously  if  a  paper  inoney  valuation  is  enforced. 
Why  not  ainend  the  law,  so  as  to  confine  it  to  lands  ptnxhased  with 
Confederate  money? 

The  effect  hoped  for  by  tlie  taxation  of  the  ctuTency,  instead  of 
having  been  produced  greatly  increases  the  difficulties  of  all  new 
producers.  The  necessaries  of  life  go  up,  while  the  means  of  pur- 
chasing are  constantly  diminishing.  I  will  mention  confidentially 
a  fact  which  came  to  my  knowledge  accidentally  yesterday.  One  of 
our  ai)lest  professors,  hitherto  well  to  do  in  the  world,  charitable, 
but  energetic  and  prudent,  has  been  compelled  to  part  with  his 
watch,  an  apparatus  which  he  had  purchased  for  the  benefit  of 
his  classes,  to  meet  expenses  for  the  necessaries  of  life.  I  am  too  fast 
in  saying  that  he  has  already  parted  witli  them.  1  saw  a  letter  from  a 
friend  in  Wilmington,  wlio  was  trying  to  find  a  market  for  tliem. 
Congress  need  but  take  one  more  step  to  ruin  eveiy  well  con- 
structed bank,  destroy  the  endowments  of  colleges  and  charities  of 
all  sorts,  and  bankrupt  many  widows  and  orphans,  viz:  issue  a 
third  batcli  of  Confederate  notes,  make  tliem  a  lawful  tender,  8j  an 
indictable  offence  to  refuse  to  receive  them,  or  what  will  be  still 
more  efficient,  allow  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastny  to  arrest  all  such 
heartless  creditors,  and  suspend  the  Writ  o^ Habeas  Corpus. 
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I  greatly  regretted  that  it  was  not  in  your  power  to  accept  the 
unexpired  term  of  Atto.  Gen.  Davis.  I  suppose  you  are  aware  that, 
upon  your  declination,  it  was  tendered  to  me.  I  could  not  have  left 
here  without  ruin  to  the  University.  I  am  very  sorry  that  one  of  us 
could  not  have  gone  to  Richmond  at  the  time.  Much  evil  might 
have  been  prevented,  and  perhaps  some  good  effected.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, you  may  even  now  be  able  to  undo  some  of  the  mischief  which 
was  attempted,  but  not  yet  carried  into  effect. 

I  hope  we  are  to  have  fewer  secret  sessions,  especially  in  the 
House  of  Rep.,  than  heretofore.  You  will  have  so  much  to  do,  that 
I  cannot  reasonably  expect  to  hear  from  you  frequently.  Allow  me, 
however,  to  assure  you,  that  if,  in  looking  up  information,  or  in 
any  other  way,  I  can  be  of  service  to  you,  it  will  afford  me  much 
pleasure  to  receive  an  intimation. 


"A  Soldier  of  the  Confederate  Army"  to 
William  A.  Graham 

Fort  Fisher,  N.C., 
May  3rd.,  1864. 

Respected  Sir: 

Excuse  me  for  calling  your  attention  to  a  fact  which  interests  us 
all.  My  reason  for  doing  so  will  be  apparent  to  you  at  once. 

Our  Government  is  shiping  [sic]  large  quantities  of  Coin  to 
Europe  through  the  blocade  [sic] .  The  Steamers  "Young  Re- 
public," "Minnie,"  and  "Greyhound,"  were  captured  with  large 
quantities  on  board.  The  St'r  "Edith"  is  laying  at  the  rip,  waiting 
to  go  out  tonight,  and  the  Captain  informs  me  that  he  has  $100,000. 
in  Coin  on  board,  for  the  government. 

Now,  would  it  not  be  better  to  purchase  Exchange,  which  is 
about  on  par  with  Coin,  and  save  this  wicked  waste  of  the  precious 
ore?  I  do  not  wish  to  pass  an  opinion  on  Mr.  Meminger.i^^ 
It  may  be  the  doing  of  our  financial  Ag't  in  Wilmington. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  regard,  I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Ob't  Serv't,  and 
A  Soldier  of  the  Confederate  Army. 


13^  Christopher  Gustavus  Memminger  (1803-1888),  of  South  Carolina,  but  a  native 
of  Germany,  was  Confederate  secretary  of  the  treasury  until  June,  1864.  He  graduated 
from  South  Carolina  College  (now  the  University  of  South  Carolina)  in  1819,  prac- 
ticed law  in  Charleston,  and  earned  a  reputation  as  a  responsible  politician  for  his 
work  in  the  state  Senate.  He  opposed  nullification  and  secession  until  after  John 
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Thomas  P.  Devereux^^^  to  William  A.  Graham.  UNC 

Conacanara, 
May  5th.,  1864. 

I  am  becoming  affected  in  my  writing  as  was  Mr.  Came- 
ron,^^^  &:  the  only  mode  I  can  adopt  to  make  my  letters  pass- 
able, is  to  write  very  slowly,  &:  in  a  large  hand,  that  is  very  labo- 
rious, &:  compels  brevity.  I  pray  you  to  bear  with  me  a  few 
moments. 

You  know  that  I  most  highly  appreciated  the  services  &  charac- 
ter of  the  late  General  Jackson. ^^  I  am  very  far  from  stand- 
ing in  the  way  of  any  public  manifestations  to  his  memory,  all 
that  is  well,  should  be  done  for  the  sake  of  the  country,  and  in  the 
view  of  stimulating  others  to  do  likewise,  but  there  is  a  duty  to 
those  he  left  behind  him,  about  which  I  feel  greater  solicitude.  To 
my  mind  the  comforts  of  private  independence,  the  ability  within 
ones  self  to  maintain  a  position  to  which  one  is  entitled,  %c  espe- 
cially the  nurture  and  education  of  children  to  the  same  end,  is 
more  valuable  than  "storied  urns"  and  the  like. 


BrowrTs  raid  when  he  advocated  arming  for  defense.  He  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee which  drafted  the  Confederacy's  provisional  constitution  and  was  named 
secretary  of  the  treasury  in  the  Davis  administration.  An  advocate  of  hard  money, 
he  presided  over  a  chaotic  fiscal  era  characterized  by  paper  money  and  galloping 
inflation.  Although  Memminger  was  generally  blamed  for  the  Confederacy's  credit 
collapse,  it  was  unlikely  that  any  financier  could  have  prevented  it.  Concise  Dic- 
tionary of  American  Biography,66S. 

138  Thomas  Pollock  Devereux  was  a  lawyer  and  large  slaveholder  who  divided 
his  time  between  Raleigh  and  his  Halifax  County  plantation,  Conacanara.  Interested 
in  public  affairs,  Devereux  was  Graham's  friend  and  supporter.  Guion  Griffis 
Johnson,  Ante-Bellum  North  Carolina,  A  Social  History  (Chapel  Hill:  University 
of  North  Carolina  Press,  1937),  85,  hereinafter  cited  as  Johnson,  Ante-Bellum  North 
Carolina. 

139  Probably  Duncan  Cameron. 

1"*^  Thomas  Jonathan  (Stonewall)  Jackson  (1824-1863),  a  Virginian  of  Scoth-Irish 
stock  and  a  dedicated  Presbyterian,  graduated  from  West  Point  in  1846  after  working 
diligently  to  overcome  poor  preparation.  He  distinguished  himself  in  Mexico,  was 
brevetted  major,  and  won  the  public  praise  of  Gen.  Winfield  Scott.  Jackson  resigned 
from  the  army  to  teach  artillery  tactics  and  natural  philosophy  at  the  Virginia 
Military  Institute.  Although  his  teaching  career  was  not  too  successful,  it  permitted 
him  leisure  to  travel,  read,  and  discuss  theology,  his  favorite  pastime.  Stonewall 
Jackson  became  a  great  Confederate  general  whose  campaigns  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  have  been  studied  by  military  men  everywhere.  After  he  was  tragically  killed 
at  Chancellorsville,  Lee's  army  was  never  the  same.  Eccentric  but  beloved,  he  must 
be  placed  high  on  the  list  of  America's  greatest  generals.  Jackson's  second  wife,  whom 
he  married  in  1857,  was  Graham's  niece,  Mary  Anna  Morrison.  Dictionary  of  Ameri- 
can Biography,  IX,  556-559. 
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I  have  set  apart  1000  Dols.  in  4  per  cents  which  I  wish,  in  some 
way,  to  settle  upon  the  family  of  the  late  General,  but  I  do  not  know 
that  by  a  bungling  attempt  to  do  so  I  may  not  wound  the  feelings 
of  his  widow,  which  would  greatly  distress  me. 

I  know  no  one  to  whom  I  can  more  safely  apply  for  aid  than 
yourself,  Sc  I  shall  be  guided  entirely  by  your  opinion.  Although  I 
disapprove  of  making  children  independent  of  their  parents,  if 
you  think  best,  I  will  assign  the  certificate  in  trust  for  the  child,  or 
(which  I  prefer,  if  expedient)  transfer  it  at  once  to  the  Mother. 
Now  I  wish  your  advice  8c  assistance,  &  if  a  trustees  intervention  is 
most  prudent,  I  wish  you  either  to  take  the  office,  or  select  a  suit- 
able person  for  it. 

I  cannot  write  about  public  matters,  when  I  am  doing  so  my 
pen  runs  so  fast  as  to  render  my  writing  illegible,  &  I  have  no  Sec- 
retary. We  are  planting  corn,  Sc  if  the  river  will  only  behave  merci- 
fully, I  think  the  prospect  is  more  than  fair.  I  must  add  that  the 
derangement  of  the  currency,  its  vicious,  nay,  worthless  state,  is 
the  parent  of  all  our  woes,  it  has  begotten  the  ruinous  system  of 
impressments,  has  perhaps  quintupled  the  expenses  of  the  war,  for 
even  now,  in  small  quantities,  the  necessaries  of  life  in  this  suffer- 
ing vicinity  sell  for  gold  at  reasonable  prices,  but  few  have  the  gold 
to  offer,  &  hence  hoarding  is  the  rule  with  a  certain  class.  I  am 
happy  in  the  hope  &:  belief  that  we  are  nearly  through  our  troubles. 

[P.S.]    I  had  rather  that  this  transaction,  if  anything  comes  of  it, 
should  be  entirely  between  ourselves. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham        A&H 

Richmond, 
May  5th,  1864. 

My  Dear  Wife 

I  write  you  with  a  heavy  heart.  I  have  received  today  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Morrison,  bringing  the  sad  intelligence  that  Sister  Mary  is  no 
more.  It  appears  that  she  died  on  the  night  of  my  departure  fiom 
home,  after  suffering  severely  with  convulsions,  for  four  or  five 
days  preceding.  Beside  yourself,  and  our  dear  children,  there  was 
no  being  in  the  world  who  loved  me  more  sincerely,  and  none 
whose  loss  I  shall  more  deeply  deplore.  Dr.  M.  writes  that  her 
children  were  all  present  at  her  death,  except  Wm.  and  Jos.,  and 
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that  their  ft  lends  rendered  eveiy  service  and  consolation  in  their 
power,  in  her  last  days. 

It  is  well  nigh  a  year  since  we  lost  our  dear  boy,^^^  and  I 
suppose  afflictions  will  visit  iis  towards  the  end  of  life  with  more 
frequency  than  heretofore.  May  we  have  strength  and  resignation 
to  bear  as  we  shotdd,  the  decrees  of  providence. 

I  had  a  letter  from  James  written  the  30th.  April,  asking  me  to 
see  the  Seer,  of  War,  and  get  appointment  passed  throtigh;  and  I 
called  last  Tuesday  and  was  promised  that  it  shall  be  attended  to, 
but  have  not  heard  from  it  since.  There  is  much  excitement  here 
today,  as  well  as  yesterday,  in  expectation  of  a  great  battle  between 
the  armies  of  Lee  and  Grant.  The  enemy  have  commenced  cross- 
ing the  Rapidan;  and  troops  are  being  liinried  up  from  here. 
Hunton's^^^  y^  Brigade  has  just  passed  through  the  streets. 
I     saw     another     this     morning,     and     Buckner's^^^     came     eii 


'■*'  Eugene  Berrien  Graham  (185H-186,S)  was  Graham's  tenth  child  and  ninth  son. 
Clark,  "Graham  Descendants  ";  Graham,  General  Joseph  Graham,  1H4. 

'^2  Eppa  Hiinton  (1822-1908),  of  Virginia,  was  a  lawyer,  planter,  and  geneial  of  state 
militia  prior  to  1861.  As  a  delegate  to  the  Virginia  secession  convention  he  advocated 
prompt  secession,  l)elie\ing  that  a  satisfactory  compromise  would  preserve  the  Union, 
and  prevent  war.  He  was  obviously  wrong.  At  the  insistance  of  his  fellow  delegates 
Himton  resigned,  raised  a  regiment,  and  led  it  with  distinction  at  First  Manassas. 
In  fact,  he  led  this  regiment,  the  X'irginia  Eighth,  creditably  and  sometimes  brilliantly 
in  most  of  the  battles  fought-  by  the  Army  of  Northern  X'irginia.  Himton  was  pro- 
moted to  brigadier  general  in  1863  and  with  this  rank  served  until  his  capture  on 
April  6,  1865.  He  opposed  radical  reconstruction  and  acted  with  the  Conservatives 
of  his  state.  He  was  a  Democratic  member  of  the  United  States  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, 187.3-1881,  and  the  Senate,  1892-1895.  In  Congiess  he  served  ably,  being  noted 
for  his  hard  work,  gootl  judgment,  and  imfailing  fairness  in  debate.  Perhaps  his 
most  conspicuous  role  was  as  the  only  Southerner  on  the  controversial  electoral  com- 
mission of  1877.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  IX,  421-422. 

''*'^  Simon  Bolivar  Buckner  (1823-1914),  of  Kentucky,  graduated  from  West  Point  in 
1844,  taught  there,  and  sei'ved  with  distinction  in  the  Mexican  War  before  resigning 
his  commission  in  1855.  After  three  profitable  years  in  Chicago  as  a  businessman  he 
moved  to  Louisville.  As  the  war  clouds  gathered,  Buckner  entleavored  to  organize 
Kentucky  militarily  and  by  1860  was  major  general  of  Kentucky  troops.  He  vainly 
sought  to  maintain  his  state's  neutrality,  declining  proffered  commissions  as  briga- 
dier general  from  both  armies.  When  the  Kentucky  legislatine  repudiated  neutrality, 
he  joined  the  Confederate  army  as  a  brigadier  general.  He  was  captured  by  Grant 
when  Fort  Donelson  fell  and  was  sid)sequently  imprisoned  for  several  months.  After 
his  exchange  in  August,  1862,  he  rose  to  lieutenant  general  while  serving  in  the  west. 
After  the  war  Buckner  lived  in  Uouisiana  where  he  engaged  in  newspaper  work  antl 
business  until  1868.  By  then  the  political  sentiment  in  Kentucky  was  more  tolerant, 
and  Buckner  returned  to  wide  applause;  he  immediately  became  editor  of  the 
Louisville  Courier.  He  was  governor,  1888-1892;  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1891;  and  the  unsuccessful  Democratic  vice-presidential  candidate  in 
1896.  When  he  died  in  1914,  Buckner  was  the  last  smviving  Confederate  lieutenant 
general.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  111,234-236. 
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route  from  Ten.  yesterday  evening.  The  cars  are  stopped  at  Guin- 
nea  Station  and  not  allowed  to  go  up.  It  is  expected  to  be  a  most 
sanguinary  conflict,  but  all  seem  hopeful  of  success. 

We  hear  today  from  N.C.  that  the  Ironclad  Albemarle  has  come 
around  to  New  Berne,  and  I  suppose  an  attack  may  be  at  any  time 
expected  there. 

Congress  will  sit,  I  think,  thro'  this  month,  tho'  there  is  a  prop- 
osition pending  to  adjourn  in  two  weeks. 

I  am  still  at  the  Ballard  House — tho'  the  price  is  high,  $25.  per 
day,  I  could  not  find  a  comfortable  seperate  [sic]  room  elsewhere, 
board  is  nowhere  under  $15.  There  is  but  little  visiting  among 
members  or  citizens.  I  called  yesterday  at  the  President's  office,  but 
he  was  said  to  be  much  engaged,  and  I  did  not  go  in.  I  shall  not 
call  at  the  house,  owing  to  their  late  affliction. 


William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham        A&H 

Richmond, 
May  6th,  1864. 

My  Dearest 

Though  I  wrote  you  yesterday,  I  have  now  to  acknowledge  yours 
of  the  1st.  inst.  conveying  the  sad  news  of  my  sister's  decease,  of 
which  I  had  heard  from  Dr.  M.  on  yesterday. 

I  wish  you  w'd  direct  Anderson  to  have  the  corn  shelled  for 
Newlin,  &:  take  it  in  wagon  to  Mebaneville.  Beal  writes  me,  that 
the  agents  of  Gov't  have  taken  Robt's^^^  best  Mule  and 
were  going  to  Earhart's^^^  to  take  one  of  mine.  This  tho'  you 
have  seen.  Mr.  Strayhorn  arrived  this  morning  with  your  package 
of  letters. 

I  regretted  to  receive  today  from  Sec.  War^^^  a  note  say- 
ing that  there  was  no  vacancy  on  Gen'l  Cooke's  staff,  Sc  Jas.  could 


144  Robert  Davidson  Graham  (1842-1905),  the  fifth  son  of  the  William  A.  Grahams, 
farmed  in  Mecklenburg  County  before  the  war.  He  attained  the  rank  of  captain 
in  the  Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment  and  was  wounded  in  1865.  Besides  being 
a  lawyer  and  farmer,  Robert  Graham  held  various  government  appointments,  1884- 
1890.  He  never  married.  Spencer  Alumni  Project;  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants"; 
Military  Service  Records. 

1"*^  Earhart  was  Graham's  Lincoln  County  plantation  which  he  had  inherited  from 
his  brother  James  Graham  in  1851. 

1*6  James  A.  Seddon. 
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not  be  appointed.  He  will  be  disappointed  and  mortified,  but  that 
is  the  fate  of  many. 

May  8th.  I  failed  to  finish  the  foregoing  in  consequence  of  the 
excitements  growing  out  of  the  pending  battle  in  the  Wilderness, 
near  Chancellorsville,  on  the  6th.  and  7th.  I  sent  you  two  telegrams 
on  yesterday — About  10  o'clock  I  received  one  from  G.  P.  Col- 
lins,i'*^  saying  "James  was  wounded  in  the  thigh,  not  seri- 
ous." I  determined  to  go  up  today,  but  last  night  I  had  a  telegram 
from  James  himself  saying  he  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  slightly, 
and  would  come  here  today.  Maj.  Webb^^^  also.  The  cars 
expected  at  6  o'clock.  Thos.  Whitted^^^  sent  his  servant  man 
to  ask  me  to  come  and  see  him  in  the  hospital  this  morning.  I  found 
him  with  one  eye  shot  out,  the  ball  striking  him  on  the  outer  cor- 
ner of  it,  and  passing  back  thro'  the  head,  but  it  is  not  tho't  mortal, 
and  he  is  cheerful  and  doing  well.  I  write  his  Father  today.  Whitted 
and  his  servant  both  saw  James  after  his  wound,  and  represent  him 
in  no  danger.  Cooke's  Brigade  bro't  on  the  action,  was  distin- 
guished for  gallantry,  and  suffered  severely.  Of  the  Orange  guards, 
Davis,  son  of  Dr.  D.  Chapel  Hill,  and  John  HilP^^  there  were 

killed,  Paul, 151  Forrest^^^  ^nd  many  others  wounded — also  Maj. 
Webb  severely  in  shoulder.  Gen'l  Cooke  was  present,  and  in  Com- 
mand. Gen'l  Lee's  telegrams  represent  that  he  was  successful  in 
driving  the  enemy  back  into  his  entrenchments,  and  could  spare 


1'*'^  Maj.  George  P.  Collins,  of  Washington  County,  was  quartermaster  of  Pettigrew's 
Brigade.  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  II,  407;  IV,  556. 

1"*^  Joseph  C.  Webb,  a  druggist  in  Hillsborough,  succeeded  Pride  Jones  as  captain 
of  the  Orange  Guards,  which  became  Company  G  of  the  Twenty-seventh  North 
Carolina  Regiment,  of  which  he  was  later  major  and  lieutenant  colonel.  After  the 
war  he  was  active  in  the  Ku  Klux  Klan.  Military  Service  Records;  Hamilton,  Recon- 
struction in  North  Carolina,  462. 

149  Thomas  B.  Whitted  was  in  the  Orange  Guards,  now  Company  G,  Twenty- 
seventh  North  Carolina  Regiment.  In  November,  1864,  he  was  broken  from  sergeant 
to  private  and  assignee!  to  the  quartermaster's  department  in  Hillsborough.  Military 
Service  Records. 

^^^  Graham's  information  was  incorrect,  as  both  privates  Roderic  C.  Davis  and  John 
T.  Hill  apparently  survived.  Davis  was  rendered  ineffectual  by  poor  health;  Hill  was 
captured  near  Petersburg  on  April  2,  1865,  and  imprisoned  until  June  at  Point 
Lookout,  Maryland.  Military  Service  Records. 

^51  David  C.  Paul  enlisted  at  Hillsborough  on  April  2,  1863,  and  served  as  private 
in  Company  G,  Twenty-seventh  North  Carolina.  In  early  March,  1865,  he  deserted 
to  the  enemy  and  his  transportation  was  paid  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  Military 
Service  Records. 

1^2  Private  Albert  J.  Forrest  volunteered  April  20,  1861,  and  served  through  the 
war.  He  was  captured  in  early  April,  1865,  and  imprisoned  at  Point  Lookout,  Mary- 
land, until  June  26,  1865.  Military  Service  Records. 
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force  to  defend  Richmond.  Gen  Is  Jones^^^  of  Va.  and  Jenkins^^^ 
S.C.  were  killed.  Longstreet,!^^  StafFord,!^^  Pegrami57  and  others 


i^-^  William  Edmundson  Jones  (1824-1864)  was  a  Virginian  educated  at  Emory 
and  Henry  College  and  West  Point,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1848.  After  several 
years  of  uneventful  frontier  duty  he  resigned  his  commission  in  1857,  toured  Europe, 
and  settled  down  to  "farm"  his  estate  near  Glade  Spring  Depot,  Virginia.  In  1861 
Jones  raised  a  company  known  as  "Washington  Mounted  Rifles,"  which  elected  him 
captain.  He  and  his  company  fought  at  First  Manassas  under  J.  E.  B.  Stuart.  Later 
he  was  colonel  of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Cavalry.  Continuing  under  Stuart,  he  was 
promoted  to  brigadier  general  in  September,  1862.  He  distinguished  himself  at 
Brandy  Station  in  June,  1863,  and  protected  the  flank  and  rear  of  Lee's  army  en 
route  to  Pennsylvania.  Jones  participated  in  Longstreet's  Knoxville  expedition  of 
1864  and  was  then  ordered  to  check  David  Hunter,  who  was  raiding  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley.  On  Jime  6,  1864,  he  was  killed  at  Piedmont  while  seeking  to  accom- 
plish his  last  assignment.  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  166-167. 

1^'*  Micah  Jenkins  (1835-1864),  scion  of  the  Soutn  Carolina  plantation  aristocracy, 
graduated  from  The  Citadel  and  then  established  other  military  schools  in  his  state. 
Commissioned  colonel  of  the  Fifth  South  Carolina  Regiment,  he  fought  well  at  First 
Manassas  and  commanded  Jenkins's  Palmetto  Sharpshooters  in  the  Peninsula  cam- 
paign. After  leading  a  brigade  at  Williamsburg,  Seven  Pines,  and  Frayser's  Farm, 
Jenkins  was  promoted  to  brigadier  general.  He  was  wounded  at  Second  Manassas, 
fought  in  the  Tennessee  campaign,  and  was  killetl  at  the  Wilderness  by  Confederate 
fire.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  435. 

^^^  James  Longstreet  (1821-1904)  was  born  in  South  Carolina  but  was  reared  in 
Georgia  and  Alabama.  In  1842  he  graduated  from  West  Point,  eighth  from  the 
bottom  in  a  class  of  sixty-two.  He  served  in  Mexico  under  both  Taylor  and  Scott  and 
was  brevetted  major.  He  was  major  in  the  paymaster's  department  when  he  re- 
signed his  commission  to  join  the  Confederacy  as  a  general  officer.  After  Antietam  he 
was  promoted  to  lieutenant  general.  Longstreet  fought  well  once  battle  was  joined 
and  was  a  nearly  perfect  corps  commander,  but  one  major  flaw  in  his  performance 
was  his  reluctance  to  move  vigorously  when  he  believed  his  superiors'  plan  to  be 
faulty.  At  Gettysburg  he  differed  with  Lee  over  strategy  and  was  dilatory  in  attacking 
Meade  on  the  second  day.  Some  southern  historians  have  blamed  Longstreet  for  the 
Gettysburg  defeat,  but  Lee  with  characteristic  generosity  ditl  not.  Longstreet  was  not 
very  effective  after  Gettysburg;  he  surrendered  at  Appomattox.  A  Republican  after 
the  war,  he  was  a  federal  officeholder  from  1869  to  1904;  Longstreet  was  ostracized 
by  New  Orleans  society.  He  wrote  Annals  of  War  (1879)  and  From  Manassas  to 
Appomattox  (1892)  in  which  he  criticized  Lee  and  others  while  making  extravagant 
claims  for  his  own  generalship.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XI,  391-393. 

^56  Leroy  Augustus  Stafford  (1822-1864)  was  an  affluent  and  prominent  Louisiana 
planter  when  the  Civil  War  interrupted  his  way  of  life.  He  raised  a  company  and 
was  mustered  into  Confederate  service  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Ninth  Louisiana 
Infantry,  a  regiment  he  commanded  as  colonel  after  October,  1861.  Stafford  fought 
in  numerous  battles  and  campaigns  before  sustaining  a  mortal  wound  on  May  5, 
1864,  the  first  day  of  the  Wilderness.  He  was  at  that  time  a  respected  Confederate 
brigadier  general  who,  according  to  Lee,  fell  while  "leading  his  command  with 
conspicuous  valor."  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  287-288. 

'^^A  Virginia  battery  was  commanded  by  John  C.  Pegram,  who  was  killed  at 
Petersburg  later  in  the  year. 
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wounded.  On  the  side  of  the  enemy  Gen'l  Wadsworth.^^^  N.Y. 
Maj.  Gen'l  was  killed  and  several  Brigadiers,  and  4,000  prisoners 
taken  by  Lee.  Whitted  says  the  battle  was  fought  with  musketry 
in  thick  woods,  where  they  could  not  charge  with  bayonet,  at  the 
distance  of  only  75  yards.  No  fight  yesterday  there,  but  reported 
as  renewed  again  today. 

Day  before  yesterday  the  enemy  advanced  up  James  river  in 
ships  above  City  Point.  One  of  their  vessels  blown  up  by  torpedo, 
another  taken  after  fight.  They  landed  on  the  South  side  of  river, 
and  this  morning  we  hear  that  they  have  cut  the  railroad,  20  miles 
beyond  Petersburg.  The  city  Militia  has  been  called  out  every  day, 
8c  today  has  gone  down  the  river  to  oppose  them.  We  are  said  also 
to  have  large  forces  about  Petersburg,  and  a  battle  may  be  going  on 
between  that  and  this  place  today.  1  shall  direct  this  by  way  of 
Danville,  and  you  should  send  letters  that  way. 

You  will  be  naturally  anxious  to  know  what  appearance  the  City 
presents.  Much  more  quiet  than  you  would  expect;  though  the 
enemy  are  making  a  most  desperate  onset,  the  spirit  of  resistance  is 
fully  as  determined. 

I  neglected  to  say  Walker  Andersoni^s  of  Gen'l  Cooke's  Staff 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Wilderness. 

It  is  veiy  difficult  to  get  over  the  Railroad  now,  even  where  the 
enemy  have  not  control,  and  several  members  of  Congress  have 
experienced  difficulty  in  getting  by  the  Provost  Marshals. 


^^^  James  Samuel  Wadsworth  (1807-1864),  of  New  York,  attended  Yale  and  Har- 
vard before  reading  law  with  Daniel  Webster.  However,  he  never  practiced  law  but 
devoted  his  time  to  managing  his  extensive  estate.  Originally  a  Free-Soiler,  he  became 
a  Republican  who  hoped  to  preserve  the  Union.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  abortive 
Washington  Peace  Conference  of  February,  1861.  After  serving  as  McDowell's  aide- 
de-camp  at  First  Manassas,  Wadsworth  was  commissionetl  brigadier  general  of 
United  States  volunteers.  He  was  military  governor  of  Washington  (March-September, 
1862)  and  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  New  York  governor  in  the  fall  of  1862.  Sub- 
sequently he  commanded  a  division  at  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  the 
Wilderness.  He  was  mortally  wounded  at  the  Wilderness  on  May  6,  1864 — the  same 
day  he  was  brevetted  major  general.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  882-883. 

159  Robert  Walker  Anderson  (1838-1864),  of  New  Hanover  County,  a  brother  of 
Confederate  General  George  B.  Anderson,  graduated  from  the  univei-sity  in  1858  and 
was  a  tutor  in  Greek,  1858-1861.  After  having  served  on  his  brother's  staff,  Robert 
Anderson  was  assigned  to  Cooke's  Brigade  as  ordnance  officer.  Lieutenant  Andereon 
was  killed  in  the  Wilderness  on  May  5,  1864.  Later,  his  widow  Rebecca  Cameron 
Anderson,  a  daughter  of  the  Paul  C.  Camerons,  married  John  W.  Graham.  Spencer 
Alumni  Project;  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  IV,  506-507;  Clark, 
"Graham  Descendants." 


94  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

James  T.  Mitchell^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Camp  4th.  N.C.  Cavalry, 
Kinston,  N.C, 
May  7th.,  1864. 

I  most  respectfully  ask  your  influence  as  a  Senator  from  N.  Car- 
olina, to  prevent  the  confirmation  of  the  appointment  making  Col. 
James  Bearing  a  Brigadier  General  of  N.C.  Cav'l'y.  Gen'l  Bearing 
is  a  Virginian,  very  young,  and  with  little  experience,  having  never 
commanded  a  Reg't  a  single  month,  in  the  field;  yet  he  has  been 
promoted  over  his  Senior  Officers,  suddenly,  and  without  any 
claim,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  position.  We  have  men  in  our  own 
State  fully  competent  to  command  our  troops,  without  going  to 
Virginia  for  Officers,  who  have  no  interest  in  the  honor  of  our 
State,  and  no  pride  in  the  deeds  of  her  Sons,  save  so  far  as  they  tend 
to  their  own  private  advancement. 

I  protest  against  the  appointment  oi  any  Virginian  to  command 
N.  Carolina  forces,  and  this  appointment  in  particular,  because  I 
think  it  [is]  treating  Col.  B.  B.  Ferebee^^^  with  marked 
injustice. 

This  Regiment  went  through  the  Pennsylvania  Campaign  last 
year  under  a  Virginia  Brigadier,  (Robertson)  1^2  ^nd  suffered 
much. 


1^^  James  T.  Mitchell,  of  Caswell  County,  was  captain  of  Company  B,  Fourth  North 
Carolina  Cavalry  (Fifty-ninth  Regiment).  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina 
Regiments,  1,653;  111,457. 

i^i  Dennis  Dauge  (Dozier)  Ferebee  (1815-1884),  of  Camden  County,  but  a  native  of 
Currituck,  attended  the  Bingham  School  and  graduated  from  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  in  1839.  After  reading  law  under  Judge  William  Gaston,  Ferebee  became  a 
successful  lawyer  and  planter.  He  was  a  member  of  Commons  in  1846,  1848,  1856,  and 
1858,  and  a  delegate  to  the  conventions  of  1861  and  1865.  Although  he  originally 
denied  the  right  of  secession,  Ferebee  accepted  it  as  an  accomplished  fact  and  was 
colonel  of  the  Fourth  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  conducting  himself  as  a  superb 
soldier  and  effeaive  officer.  Spencer  Alumni  Project;  McCormick,  Convention  Per- 
sonnel, 34-35;  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  111,456. 

162  Beverly  Holcombe  Robertson  (1827-1910),  a  native  of  Amelia  County,  Virginia, 
was  graduated  from  West  Point  in  1849  and  saw  long  service  on  the  frontier.  In 
August,  1861,  he  was  dismissed  from  the  United  States  Army  for  "having  given  proof 
of  his  disloyalty."  After  returning  to  Virginia,  he  was  elected  colonel  of  the  Fourth 
Virginia  Cavalry  and  participated  in  the  Valley  campaign  of  1862;  after  the  death  of 
Turner  Ashby,  Robertson  commanded  Jackson's  cavalry.  Promoted  to  brigadier 
general  in  June,  1862,  he  led  his  brigade  at  Cedar  Mountain,  Second  Manassas,  and 
Antietam,  served  several  months  in  North  Carolina  (October,  1862-April,  1863),  and 
rode  with  Stuart  in  the  Gettysburg  campaign.  Criticized  by  Stuart,  he  was  named  to 
command  the  District  of  South  Carolina  in  October,  1863.  In  November  he  joined 
Longstreet  at  Knoxville,  only  to  be  relieved  of  his  command  "owing  to  mutinous 
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We  were  detached  from  our  Brig,  and  sent  to  this  State  to  recruit 
last  February.  Now  it  seems,  from  an  order  received  last  night,  that 
we  are  to  be  placed  under  another  Virginian. 

Col.  Ferebee  is  the  Senior  Colonel  in  the  CavTy  service,  went 
through  the  Pennsylvania  Campaign  with  much  honor,  receiving 
several  sabre  wounds,  and  while  leading  his  Reg't  in  a  charge  at 
Culpepper  Court  House  last  October,  was  wounded  by  a  Minnie 
Ball,  disabling  him  for  months;  yet  his  claims  to  promotion  are 
neglected,  while  he  has  the  mortification  of  seeing  young  Virgin- 
ians placed  over  him.  His  rank  certainly  entitles  him  to  promotion, 
and  his  services  entitle  him  to  some  respect  from  the  War  Dep't. 

1  most  earnestly  solicit  your  influence  to  procure  the  appoint- 
ment in  question  for  Col.  D.  D.  Ferebee,  of  this  Regiment. 

Most  Respectfully, 

Daniel  L.  Russell^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Brunswick  C'ty., 
May  7th.,  1864. 

When  1  met  you  in  Raleigh  a  few  weeks  since,  1  stated  to  you  the 
case  of  my  son,  Dan'l   L.   Russell,  Jr.,i^'*  that   he  had  been  dis- 

remarks  to  his  brigade."  He  returned  to  South  Carolina  where  he  remained  until 
forced  by  the  advancing  Sherman  to  join  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  with  whom  he  sur- 
rendered. Robertson  conducted  an  insurance  btisiness  in  Washington  after  the  war. 
Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  259-260;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  702. 

^^  Daniel  Lindsay  Russell,  a  planter  of  Brunswick  County,  was  formerly  an 
enthusiastic  Whig.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Commons,  1862-1864.  Connor,  Manual, 
1913,513. 

164  Daniel  Lindsay  Russell,  Jr.  (1845-1908),  of  Brunswick  County,  attended  the 
Bingham  school  and  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  withdrawing  from  the  latter 
at  age  sixteen,  to  enter  the  Confederate  army.  A  vigorous  and  romantic  young  man 
whose  motto  was  "Love  and  War,"  he  raised  a  company  at  his  own  expense  and  was 
elected  captain.  He  reported  with  his  company  to  Fort  Fisher  where  he  was  frus- 
trated by  inaction  as  the  great  armies  struggled  for  supremacy  in  Virginia.  After 
about  a  year  the  impetuous  yoimg  Russell  chartered  a  boat  and  sought  to  transport 
his  men  to  Virginia  in  defiance  of  orders.  He  was  court-martialed  for  flagrant  insub- 
ordination and  sentenced  to  be  shot.  The  intervention  of  influential  friends,  includ- 
ing the  Confederate  senator  George  Davis  of  Wilmington,  resulted  in  a  presidential 
pardon.  However,  Russell's  problems  with  the  military  were  not  over.  Subsequently, 
he  was  harassed  by  conscription  officers,  despite  his  position  as  Brunswick  Comity 
commissioner.  His  father,  a  former  Union  Whig  and  now  state  legislator,  vocally 
opposed  the  Confederate  conscription  laws,  only  to  be  denounced  publicly  as  a 
traitor  by  Captain  W.  M.  Swann,  Confederate  recruiting  officer  stationed  at  Wilming- 
ton. Young  Russell,  armed  with  a  club  and  a  gun,  entered  Swanns  office  and 
assaulted  him.  He  was  again  coin  t-martialed.  This  time  he  was  convicted  and  stripped 
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missed  by  a  Court  Martial  for  assaulting  Capt.  Swann.  The  County 
Court  appointed  him  Commissioner  for  this  C'ty,  to  distribute 
food,  etc.,  among  the  soliders'  Families.  General  Whiting  ordered 
him  to  report  to  General  Hebert^^^  at  Smithville,  but  he  went 
to  Gov'r  Vance,  who  gave  him  a  statement  claiming  him  as  a 
necessary  officer,  a  copy  of  which  please  find  enclosed.  Although  he 
held  this  certificate  or  claim,  from  the  Gov'r,  General  Whiting  had 
him  arrested  in  Raleigh  some  five  or  six  weeks  ago,  and  ordered 
him  to  be  taken  to  Wilmington,  he  proceeded  to  that  place  at  once, 
and  when  he  arrived  there.  General  Whiting  gave  him  a  sort  of 
parole,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  you,  that  ordered  him,  as  you  will 
see,  to  go  home  and  remain.  That  he  did  for  a  considerable  time, 
not  being  able  to  attend  to  any  business  whatever,  although  there 
was  about  1000  bushelles  of  corn  in  Wilmington  to  be  transported 
to  different  points  for  distribution  among  the  suffering  women  and 
children  of  the  C'ty.  On  the  17  April,  the  Gen'l  sent  him  another 
statement,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  you.  We  are  of  opinion  that  Gen. 
Whiting  has  given  a  one  sided  statement  of  the  whole  case  to  Mr. 
Seddon,  with  the  view  to  get  the  War  department  to  place  Dan'l 
in  the  service,  contrary  to  the  law,  and  in  defiance  of  the  claim  of 
Gov'r  Vance.  It  is  extremely  unpleasant  to  have  my  son  bound 

of  rank.  Despite  a  recommendation  by  the  court  of  clemency  because  of  Russell's 
youth,  district  commanding  general  William  Henry  Chase  Whiting  ordered  the 
sentence  executed,  declaring  Russell's  actions  dangerously  detrimental  to  military 
discipline.  Whiting  did.  however,  provide  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  enter  the 
company  of  his  choice  as  a  private.  At  this  point  Russell,  Jr.,  then  only  nineteen, 
was  elected  to  the  state  legislature,  thus  exempting  him  from  the  conscription  laws. 
Vance  and  other  state  leaders  were  undoubtedly  much  relieved  since  Russell's  case 
had  become  a  cause  celebre  at  a  time  when  North  Carolinians  were  becoming 
increasingly  critical  of  the  Davis  administration.  Regardless  of  the  merits  of  his 
conduct  Russell  emerged  from  these  episodes  with  a  permanent  bitterness.  Later  he 
was  a  superior  court  judge,  1868-1874;  a  member  of  the  lower  house  of  the  state 
legislature,  1876-1878;  a  Republican  congiessman,  1879-1881;  and  North  Carolina 
governor,  1897-1901,  having  been  elected  by  a  fusion  of  Republicans  and  Populists. 
Robert  F.  Durden,  Reconstruction  Bonds  and  Twentieth-Century  Politics,  South 
Dakota  v.  North  Carolina  (Durham:  Duke  University  Press,  1962),  4-5;  hereinafter 
cited  as  Durden,  Reconstruction  Bonds;  Raleigh  News  and  Observer,  October  30, 
1896,  November  3,  1937;  Durham  Morning  Herald,  July  17,  1960;  General  Order  No. 
25,  Department  of  Cape  Fear;  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1550. 

1^^  Louis  Hebert  (1820-1901),  scion  of  the  Louisiana  plantation  aristocracy,  gradu- 
ated third  in  the  West  Point  class  of  1845.  He  resigned  from  the  army  two  years  later 
to  manage  the  family  sugar  interests.  Prior  to  1861  he  was  an  officer  of  state  militia, 
a  member  of  the  state  senate,  and  chief  engineer  of  Louisiana.  He  served  the  Con- 
federacy as  colonel  and  brigadier  general.  After  Vicksburg  fell,  Hebert  was  given 
command  of  the  heavy  artillery  in  and  around  Fort  Fisher  and  also  acted  as  chief 
engineer  of  the  Confederate  War  Department  in  North  Carolina.  Following  the  war, 
he  returned  to  Louisiana  and  became  an  editor  and  teacher.  Warner,  Generals  in 
Gray,  130-131. 
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down  in  this  way  by  an  unprincipled  tyrant,  as  he  is,  and  I  ask  you 
as  a  friend,  to  call  at  the  War  department,  and  see  if  you  cannot  get 
a  final  discharge  from  the  arrest,  and  from  Military  Service,  as  he 
holds  the  Civil  appointment  under  the  State  Government. 

I  leave  home  for  Raleigh  on  the  16th.,  and  shall  be  very  glad  to 
hear  from  you  before  I  leave,  if  it  is  convenient  for  you  to  let  me. 

[Enclosure] 
Copy  of  Conscription  Exemption  Issued  for 
Daniel  L.  Russell,  Jr.,  by  Ze  bill  on  B.  Vance 

State  of  North  Carolina, 
Executive  Department, 
Raleigh, 

MaVch  11th.,  1864. 

I  claim  the  exemption  of  Dan.  L.  Russell,  Jr.,  County  Commis- 
sioner of  Brunswick  Co.,  from  conscription,  as  a  State  Officer, 
necessary  to  the  civil  administration  of  the  State  Government. 

[Enclosure] 

Copy  of  Orders  Issued  to  Daniel  Russell,  Jr., 
by  General  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 

H'd  Q's.  Wilmington, 
March  27th.,  1864. 

Dan.  L.  Russell,  Jr.,  will  proceed  to  his  home  &  there  remain 
until  his  case,  Sc  the  claim  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  upon  him 
are  decided. 

He  will  communicate  in  writing  with  these  Head  Quarters,  for 
permission  to  visit  Wilmington,  &  for  leave  of  absence. 

[Notation  on  letter] 
N.B.  This  was  given  after  the  arrest  in  Raleigh,  Sc  after  Col. 
Barnes,!^^  Aid  to  the  Governor,  who  was  absent  in  Virginia,  had 


166  David  Alexander  Barnes  (1819-1892),  of  Northampton  County,  was  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  read  law  with  William  Gaston,  and  enjoyed 
a  successful  practice.  A  Whig  in  politics,  Barnes  was  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1844,  1846,  and  1850,  and  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1861.  He  was  an  aide  to  Governor  Vance  during  the  Civil  War.  Afterwards  he  was 
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requested  Whiting  to  allow  him  to  remain  in  Raleigh  'till  the 
Gov.  returned — ^which  request  was  refused. 


[Enclosure] 

Copy  of  Parole  Notice  Issued  to  Daniel  L.  Russell,  Jr., 
by  General  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 

H'd'Q's,  Wilmington. 
April  17th.,  1864. 

Your  case  has  been  referred  to  the  War  Department  for  decision. 
Until  action  is  taken,  1  have  agreed,  in  conformity  with  the  requi- 
sition of  Gov.  Vance,  to  allow  you  to  attend  to  your  business  as 
County  Commissioner.  You  are  therefore  released  from  parole,  8c 
hRvc free  pass  through  the  County. 

[Notation  on  letter] 

N.B.  This  indicates  the  present  status  my  son  occupies.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that  this  letter  was  written  after  Gov.  Vance  had  made  a 
formal  demand  for  his  release,  which  the  Gov.  did  on  his  return 
from  Virginia.  It  will  also  be  observed,  that  the  release  from 
"parole"  is  not  a  discharge  from  Military  custody,  but  simply  a 
permission  to  go  thro'  a  County;  in  other  words,  the  extension  of 
the  limits  of  the  arrest. 

Daniel  M.  Barringer^^'^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh, 

May  9th.,  1864. 

At  the  request  of  my  Brother,  Col.  Rufus  Barringer}^^  whose 

a  superior  court  judge,  1865-1868.  He  was  elector  on  the  Scott-Graham  ticket  in 
1852,  and  Graham  was  probably  a  significant  factor  in  his  securing  the  appointment 
as  Vance's  aide.  Spencer  Alumni  Project;  McCormick,  Convention  Personnel,  16. 

16^  Daniel  Moreau  Barringer  (1806-1873),  of  Cabarrus  County,  a  lawyer,  politician, 
and  diplomat,  was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  He  served  in  five 
sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina;  was  a  Whig  member  of  the 
United  States  House  of  Representatives,  1843-1849;  minister  to  Spain,  1849-1853;  and 
a  delegate  to  the  futile  Washington  Peace  Conference  of  1861.  He  was  a  university 
trustee,  1832-1868.  Spencer  Alumni  Project;  Concise  Dictionary  of  American  Biog- 
raphy, 50. 

1^^  Rufus   Barringer  (1821-1895),  of  Cabarrus  County,  was  a  lawyer.  Confederate 
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name,  I  learn,  is  before  the  President  for  Brig.  Gen  I  of  Cavalry, 
etc.,  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  by  order  of  Gen'l 
Stuart,  of  Deer  7,  1863.  I  think  my  Brother  deserves  promotion. 
In  the  original  organization  of  the  1  Reg't,  N.C.  Cav.,  by  Gen'l 
Ransom,i^9  ^ho  was  a  stranger  to  the  officers,  he  did  not  have  the 
rank  he  was  justly  entitled  to.  But  for  this,  he  would  have  been 
promoted  long  ago. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  you  are  placed  on  the  very  important  Com. 
of  Finance.  The  Revenue  Law  of  last  Session  needs  amendment, 
in  several  essential  particulars.  Unless  relief  is  given  to  Corpora- 
tions, especially  Banks,  in  this  State,  they  will  be  compelled  to  wind 
up  on  account  of  heavy  taxes. 

I  think  too  great  injustice  is  done  to  the  bona  fide  holders  of 
8  pr.  ct.  Confederate  Bonds,  (100  Mill.  Loan.)  for  they  were  origi- 
nally taken  chiefly  by  patriotic  men  who  gave  dollar  for  dollar  in 
good  money. 

Dr.  Deemsi^o  desires  me  to  call  your  attention  especially 
to  the  omission  to  exempt  from  taxation  all  donations  or  en- 


general,  farmer,  and  historian.  After  graduating  in  1842  from  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  he  studied  law  with  his  elder  brother  Daniel  M.  Barringer  and  at  Judge 
Richmontl  M.  Pearson's  law  school  at  Richmond  Hill,  Yadkin  County.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Whig  who  favored  progressive  policies.  As  a  member  of  the  Commons  in  the 
1848-1849  session,  he  was  influential  in  establishing  the  North  Carolina  Railroad 
Company.  Barringer,  a  Bell-Everett  elector  in  1860,  opposed  secession  but  supported 
the  Confederate  effort.  He  rose  in  rank  from  captain  to  brigadier  general,  fought  in 
seventy-six  engagements,  was  woundetl  three  times,  and  was  captured  on  the  retreat 
to  Appomattox.  He  was  married  to  William  A.  Graham's  niece,  Eugenia  Morrison 
(1833-1858),  daughter  of  Robert  Hall  and  Maiy  Graham  Morrison.  He  was  the 
brother-in-law  of  Stonewall  Jackson  and  Daniel  H.  Hill.  After  the  Civil  War,  he 
favored  conciliation  and  espoused  Republican  policies.  Ashe,  Biographical  History, 
I,  116-125;  "Graham  Descentlants  ";  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  46-41 . 

*^^  Robert  Ransom. 

^^^  Charles  Force  Deems  (1820-1893),  a  Methodist  minister,  educator,  and  author 
received  an  A.B.  degree  from  Dickinson  College  in  1839.  For  twenty-five  years  begin- 
ning in  1841  he  was  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  Methodist  Conference.  During 
this  time  he  was  professor  of  logic  and  rhetoric  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
1842-1847;  professor  of  natural  science  at  Randolph-Macon  College,  1847-1848; 
president  of  the  Greensboro  Female  College,  1850-1854;  and  headmaster  of  St. 
Augustine's  Institute,  a  Wilson  coeducational  preparatory  school,  1859-1864.  He  also 
served  various  churches.  A  slaveowner  who  opposed  secession,  Deems  ministered  to 
the  men  of  the  Confederate  army  in  various  ways.  In  1865  he  removed  to  New  York 
City  where  he  preached  and  edited  a  variety  of  religious  journals  including  the 
Watchman  and  Christian  Thought.  His  work  as  a  minister  culminated  in  the 
Church  of  Strangers  which  flourished  in  a  building  given  by  Cornelius  Vanderbilt, 
Deems's  personal  friend.  Stephen  B.  Weeks,  "Charles  Force  Deems,  '  Van  Noppen 
Papers. 
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dowments  for  educational  purposes.  He  is  the  financial  agent  of 
the  "N.C.  Orphan  Endowment  Fund" — ^tbr  the  education  of  the 
children  of  deceased,  indigent  soldiers,  etc.,  and  a  tax  on  this  Fund 
would  be  very  injurious.  It  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  monies  of  the  University,  which,  indeed,  may  ultimately 
have  the  control  of  it,  under  certain  conditions.  The  amount  is 
now  between  two  &:  three  hundred  thousand  Dollars,  and  constant- 
ly increasing.  Please  give  it  your  special  attention. 

Please  show  this  letter  to  your  colleague,  Mr.  Dortch,i^i 
as  I  have  not  time  this  m'n'g  to  write  to  him  on  the  subject. 

We  are  all  anxiety  about  Military  movements  in  Va.  I  regret 
to  learn  your  son  James  is  wounded,  I  hope  not  seriously. 


Richard  C.  Puryear^'^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Shallowford,  N.C., 
May  10th.,  1864. 

A  matter  of  much  importance  to  every  one  in  this  County  is  my 
apology  for  trespassing  for  a  moment  upon  your  time.  There  is  a 
great  scarcity  of  grain  in  this  section  of  Country.  Our  County  made 
large  appropriations  to  buy  grain  for  soldier's  families,  and  for  the 
poor  who  are  not  able  to  procure  it  for  themselves.  Agents  employ- 
ed by  the  County  went  to  So.  Ca.,  bought  large  quantities  of  com 
and  peas,  got  it  to  the  R.  R.,  and  not  one  bushel  can  now  be  got  on 
the  R.  R.  Many  poor  families  are  suffering,  and  some,  I  fear,  will 
starve,  unless  we  can  get  transportation  for  the  com.  Many  indi- 
viduals also,  who  needed  corn,  made  purchases,  and  cannot  get  a 


I'^i  William  Theophilus  Dortch  (1824-1889)  was  born  on  a  Nash  County  plantation, 
studied  at  the  Bingham  School,  read  law  with  B.  F.  Moore,  and  became  one  of  the 
most  successful  lawyers  in  eastern  North  Carolina.  He  was  a  member  of  the  state 
House  of  Commons  from  1852  to  1861  (speaker  in  1860);  Confederate  senator,  1861- 
1865;  and  state  senator,  1876-1885  (speaker  in  1881).  An  original  secessionist  who 
greatly  admired  Jefferson  Davis,  Dortch  was  conservative  during  Reconstruction  and 
an  ardent  Democrat.  Henry  G.  Connor,  "William  Theophilus  Dortch,"  Van  Noppen 
Papers. 

1^2  Richard  Clanselle  Puryear  (1801-1867)  was  born  in  Mecklenburg  County,  Vir- 
ginia, but  moved  to  Surry  County.  After  receiving  a  classical  education,  he  became 
a  planter  near  Huntsville.  Active  in  public  affairs,  he  was  a  colonel  of  militia;  a 
magistrate;  a  member  of  the  state  House  of  Commons  in  1838,  1844,  1846,  and  1852; 
a  state  senator  in  1840;  a  Whig  congressman,  1853-1857;  and  a  delegate  to  the  Con- 
federate Provisional  Congress.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1488;  Connor, 
Manual,  191 3, 'i\Q. 
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bushel  home.  It  is  not  only  the  immediate  need  of  the  corn  that 
will  injure  us,  but  the  certainty  of  a  great  deficiency  in  the  next 
crop  if  we  fail  to  get  grain  for  our  stock  employed  on  our  farms. 
This  scarcity  does  not  affect  me,  as  I  am  not  dependent  on  the  road 
for  grain.  But  I  know  of  some  men  in  the  County,  of  large  families, 
and  good  farmers  who  cannot  make  crops  unless  they  can  shortly 
get  the  grain  which  they  have  purchased  in  So.  Ca. 

I  thought  perhaps  you  might  be  able  to  prevail  on  the  author- 
ities in  Richmond  to  give  an  order  for  the  corn  to  be  brought  to 
Salisbury,  from  which  Depot  it  will  be  hauled  by  the  owners.  This 
is  a  matter  of  much  importance  to  the  people  of  this  County,  and 
I  feel  certain  that  you  will  do  all  you  can  for  us. 

I  would  not  have  troubled  you  with  this  matter,  but  I  wrote  to 
Mr.  Gaither^^^  several  times  last  session,  but  never  received 
a  line  from  him,  and  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  trouble  him  again. 
He  does  not  believe  Government  contracts  binding,  and  would  not 
be  likely  to  respect  individual  obligations. 

I  hope  you  will  never  adjourn  until  you  have  restored  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  and  placed  our  lives,  our  property,  and  our  lib- 
erties beyond  the  reach  of  Despots. 

I  was  delighted  with  Orr's^^"*  reply  to  Wigtall^^s  ^  few  days 
ago  in  the  Senate.  Please  present  my  kindest  regards  to  Mr.  Orr. 
Tell  him  he  is  speaking  the  sentiments  of  the  people  in  this 
State — all  loyal,  all  true  to  the  South,  willing  to  fight  and  die 


i'^^  Burgess  Sidney  Gaither  (1807-1892),  of  Asheville,  a  leader  of  the  Whig  party  in 
western  North  Carolina,  was  born  in  Iredell  County,  attended  the  University  of 
Georgia  where  he  was  a  classmate  of  Alexander  H.  Stephens  and  Robert  A.  Toombs, 
and  became  a  successful  lawyer.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1835;  state  senator  (1840,  1844,  1861);  district  solicitor;  and  a  Confederate  con- 
gressman, 1862-1865.  As  a  Confederate  legislator  he  sustained  the  Davis  war  measures, 
although  this  course  meant  breaking  with  some  of  his  former  Whig  associates.  Sub- 
sequently, he  faced  Reconstruction  with  fortitude  and  hope.  Ashe,  Biographical 
History,  II,  93-9ii. 

i^"*  James  Lawrence  Orr  (1822-1873),  of  South  Carolina,  attended  the  University  of 
Virginia  and  read  law  in  preparation  for  a  long  career  as  journalist,  lawyer,  and 
politician.  He  was  a  state  legislator,  1844-1848;  a  Democratic  United  States  congress- 
man, 1849-1859;  a  secessionist  delegate  to  the  convention  of  1860;  a  commissioner  to 
Washington  in  1861;  a  Confederate  brigadier  general;  a  Confederate  senator.  1861- 
1865;  governor  of  South  Carolina,  1865-1867;  and  minister  to  Russia,  1872-1873.  A 
political  opportunist  who  tacked  with  the  winds  of  public  opinion,  Orr  was  a 
Unionist  until  South  Carolina  became  overwhelmingly  secessionist.  By  1864  he 
realized  that  the  plight  of  the  Confederacy  was  serious  and  characteristically  urged 
Davis  to  seek  a  negotiated  peace.  He  accommodated  to  the  Johnson  and  congressional 
plans  of  reconstruction,  ultimately  losing  the  confidence  of  South  Carolina.  He 
became  a  Republican  and  was  appointed  ambassador  to  Russia  by  Grant.  Dictionary 
of  American  Biography,  XIV,  59-60. 

1"^^  Louis  Trezevant  Wigfall  (1816-1874)  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina  who 
settled  in  Marshall,  Texas,  in  1848.  Educated  by  the  University  of  Virginia  and  South 
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for  liberty,  and  never  will  weai  the  chains  of  a  foreign  or  Domestic 
tyrant,  and  many  a  Wig  will  fall,  and  many  a  head  with  [it] , 
before  we  become  slaves.  We  shall  have  first  to  forget  the  deeds  of 
our  forefathers,  and  lose  all  appreciation  of  the  blessings  they  be- 
queathed us.  Then  we  shall  be  fit  subjects  of  Slavery,  and  it  matters 
not  whether  our  Master  be  a  Northern  or  a  Southern  tyrant. 

I  should  be  much  pleased  to  hear  your  opinion  upon  state  of 
affairs  generally,  and  the  future  prospects  of  our  country,  and  par- 
ticularly as  to  the  cunency. 

What  would  be  best  to  be  done  with  the  new  issue,  if  held  in 
large  sums?  There  are  many  I  would  write,  but  I  will  not  trespass 
further  upon  your  time.  Please  attend  to  this  corn  matter  as  soon 
as  convenient,  and  let  me  know  the  result. 

If  we  be  much  longer  prevented  by  the  Government  from  get- 
ting our  corn,  the  suffering  will  be  great,  and  much  of  the  crop 
now  planted  will  never  be  tended.  Pardon  me  for  this  long  letter. 

Daniel  H.  Hill  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Camp  near  Walthall  Junction, 
May  10th.,  1864. 

[Note:  Internal  evidence  indicates  that  Hill  may  have  intended 
to  date  this  letter  June  10  rather  than  May  10.] 

We  had  quite  an  exciting  day  yesterday.  The  Yankees  attacked 
the  militia  and  the  fortifications  around  Petersburg,  broke 
through,  ^  were  dashing  into  town  when  they  were  met,  &  driven 
back  by  Dearing's  Cavalry.  The  militia  stood  their  ground  well, 
but  fired  badly  and  inflicted  little  damage  on  the  Yankees.  Eight 
of  our  most  respectable  citizens  were  killed,  seven  of  them  old  men. 
About  twenty  were  captured,  and  probably  a  larger  number 
wounded. 

Our  defenseless  condition  is  a  subject  of  much  concern.  The  loss 
of  Petersburg  would  be  the  same  as  that  of  Richmond. 


Carolina  College,  Wigfall  was  a  lawyer,  a  notorious  duelist,  and  a  fire-eating  and 
rabid  secessionist.  He  was  Texas  state  senator,  1857-1859,  and  a  United  States  senator, 
1859-1861,  having  tlefeated  his  bitter  enemy  Sam  Houston  in  a  contest  for  the  latter 
position.  He  became  a  Confederate  brigadier  general  and  was  a  Confederate  senator, 
1862-1865.  He  was  a  bitter  opponent  of  Davis's  conduct  of  the  war,  though  an 
advocate  of  the  power  of  the  Confederate  government  in  military  affairs.  Wigfall  was 
instrumental  in  securing  the  belated  appointment  of  Lee  as  general-in-chief  of  all 
Confederate  armies.  Upon  the  collapse  of  the  Confederacy,  he  fled  to  England  where 
he  lived  until  1872.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XX,  187-188. 
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Daniel  Harvey  Hill 

Your  letter  enclosing  that  of  Mr.  Seddon  has  not  reached 
[me.]  It  may  have  been  stopped  in  the  Adj't  General's  office. 
There  is  no  species  of  bad  faith  which  may  not  be  apprehended. 

I  write  simply  to  warn  you  against  any  ostensible  reasons 
which  the  Dept.  may  give.  I  left  the  correspondence  with  Hon.  Mr. 
Fuller, 17^  &  it  will  expose  the  fallacy  of  the  pretexts  which 
may  be  urged. 

It  is  natural  and  proper  that  Gen'l  Lee  should  wish  with  him 
the  glorious  heroes  who  have  shared  in  the  hardships  &  dangers  of 
his  Campaign.  I  would  rather  serve  as  a  Private  than  deprive  one 
of  them  of  his  merited  promotion.  In  fact,  it  is  not  advancement  in 
the  future,  but  vindication  of  the  past,  which  I  wish.  If  your  Dele- 
gation could  effect  nothing  else,  they  might  succeed  in  a  demand 
for  a  Court  of  Inquiiy  at  such  time  as  the  interests  of  the  service 
would  admit  of  it. 


1^6  Thomas  C.  Fuller  (1833-1901),  of  Fayetteville,  had  attended  the  university  one 
year,  had  gone  into  business,  antl  then  had  become  a  lawyer.  For  a  time  he  was  first 
lieutenant  in  the  Thirty-sixth  (Second  Artillery)  North  Carolina  Regiment.  He 
resigned  his  commission  in  1863,  having  been  electetl  to  the  Confederate  Congress. 
A  Whig  before  the  war,  Fuller  became  a  Democrat  afterwartls.  He  became  a  dis- 
tinguished lawyer  and  was  judge  of  the  United  States  Court  of  Private  Land  Claims, 
1891-1901.  Spencer  Alumni  Project;  Manarin,  North  Carolina  Troops,  I,  199,  559. 


104  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

I   feel  deeply  grateful  for  your  great  kindness,  Sc  will  always 
remember  it  with  thankfulness. 


Theodore  Bryant  Kings bury^'^'^  to  William  A.  Graham     UNC 

Halifax,  N.C., 
May  11th.,  1864. 

I  wish  to  direct  your  attention  to  one  instance  of  oppressive  tax- 
ation. My  Father  left  my  wife  and  children  some  $15,000.  The 
greater  part  of  this  am't  is  invested  in  N.C.  Bonds — a  portion  being 
also  in  the  hands  of  individuals.  In  ordinary  times,  the  interest  was 
of  some  importance  to  us  in  enabling  us  to  live.  But  now,  the  whole 
of  it  is  not  only  swallowed  by  the  capacious  jaws  of  the  monstrous 
tax  bill,  together  with  the  one  percent  to  be  paid  the  State,  but  the 
trustee  has  to  be  paid  for  his  services.  In  a  word,  the  entire  interest 
goes  for  taxes  and  some  $75.  additional  has  to  be  paid,  either  out 
of  my  salary  as  a  minister,  or  from  the  rent  of  a  house  %c  lot,  if  there 
should  fortunately  be  anything  left  after  paying  the  various  taxes. 
I  understand  that  cases  similar  to  the  one  just  given  are  quite  com- 
mon. I  can  not  imagine  that  the  Congress  purposed  to  overwhelm 
and  ruin  for  the  time,  widows,  orphans,  or  persons  holding  prop- 
erty through  trustees.  The  taxation  referred  to  is  unjust  and 
unequal,  for  no  other  class  of  persons  is  taxed,  not  only  all  interest, 
but  more  than  the  interest.  If  you  can  accomplish  anything  towards 
altering  the  tax  bill,  so  as  to  bear  less  oppressively  upon  the  class 


^^^  Theodore  Bi-yant  Kingsbury  (1828-1913),  a  native  of  Granville  County,  was  the 
product  of  English  ancestry,  his  father's  family  in  this  country  dating  back  to  1630. 
He  was  a  literal^  critic,  journalist,  and  minister  in  his  long  career.  At  sometime  he 
was  editor  of  the  Leisure  Hour,  a  meritorious  literary  weekly  published  at  Oxford; 
Our  Living  and  Our  Dead,  which  memorialized  North  Carolinians  who  served  the 
Confederacy;  the  Educational  Journal,  a  publication  devoted  to  promoting  public 
education;  and  the  Wilmington  Messenger.  Not  until  1902  tlid  he  retire  from  his 
journalistic  enterprizes.  A  Methodist  minister  for  nearly  ten  years  including  the 
Civil  War  epoch,  Kingsbury  received  two  honorary  doctorates,  one  from  Wake  Forest 
College  and  the  second  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  which  he  had 
attended  without  graduating.  One  of  the  most  notable  episodes  in  his  career 
occurred  during  his  association  with  Josiah  Turner  who  was  then  editor  of  the 
Raleigh  Sentinel.  Kingsbui"y  joined  Turner's  staff  in  July,  1869,  and  remained  for 
over  two  years.  During  his  tenure  as  associate  editor  of  the  Sentinel,  he  enthusias- 
tically supported  Turner's  opposition  to  the  Holden  administration  and  matched 
Turner's  boldness  in  denouncing  Holden's  encroachment  on  the  liberty  of  North 
Carolinians.  Kingsbury  was  a  literary  man  of  high  polish  and  ability,  largely  self- 
educated  by  his  voluminous  reading.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  I,  356-364. 
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described,  you  will  doubtless  confer  a  substantial  favor  on  a  large 
number  of  persons  in  N.C. 

Zebulon  B.  Vance  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

State  of  North-Carolina, 
EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  May  11,  1864 

Let  me  beg  you  to  try  what  legislation  can  be  had  to  relieve  the 
State  from  the  inquisitions  and  absurd  "regulations"  upon  the 
blockade  trade.  As  they  at  present  exist  it  will  be  impossible  to  con- 
tinue our  business.  I  have  directed  all  our  ships  not  to  return  un- 
less the  restrictions  are  removed,  and  large  quantities  of  merchan- 
dize [sic]  &:  machinery  are  lying  at  the  Island  and  will  I  fear 
cause  great  loss  to  the  state. 

The  Confed.  Govt,  claims  that  states  are  liable  to  the  regulations 
as  individuals. 

William,  A.  Graham,  to  Susan  Washington  Graham        A&H 

Richmond, 

May  15th,  1864. 

My  Dearest, 

I  write  this  line  with  some  uncertainty  as  to  when  it  may  reach 
you. 

The  past  week  has  been  one  of  great  events  and  considerable 
excitement.  On  the  North,  beginning  at  Orange  C.  H.  and  extend- 
ing to  Fred'k'bg.  Gen'ls  Lee  and  Grant  have  had  a  series  of  battles 
of  the  most  bloody  character,!^^  with  results  generally  favor- 
able to  our  Arms — ^with  great  slaughter  of  the  enemy,  and  consid- 
erable losses  to  us — especially  in  high  officers — among  them  Gen'l 
Jenkins^^^  of  S.C.,  (whose  acquaintance  I  made  on  my  Journey 


178  -phis  reference  is  to  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May  5-7.  1864,  in  which  Grant 
lost  an  estimated  17,666  men,  exclusive  of  cavalry,  and  Lee  lost  a  total  of  7,730,  and  to 
the  Spotsylvania  campaign,  particularly  to  the  bitter  fighting  for  the  "Bloody  Angle," 
May  10-12,  where  Grant  lost  nearly  11,000  men.  Lees  losses  at  the  "Bloody  Angle" 
are  not  known  but  were  probably  less  since  he  was  entrenched.  Boatner,  Civil  War 
Dictionary,  788,  925. 

179  Brig.  Gen.  Micah  Jenkins. 
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hither)  Col.  Garretti^o  of  Bertie,  N.C.  Gen'l  Staffordisi  La.,  etc., 
etc.  killed,  Gen'l  Longstreet  and  many  others  severely  wounded. 
The  two  armies  there  are  still  in  force  confronting  each  other. 
Grant  ['s]  is  severely  wounded  &  dead  on  a  field  of  many  miles, 
and  pushing  on  to  fresh  attacks. 

The  enemy,  under  Butler,!^^  have  lodged  a  force,  said  to 
be  30,000,  between  James  and  Appomatox  [sic]  rivers,  below 
here,  Sc  cut  the  railroad  between  this  city  and  Petersburg,  &:  all 
communication  is  cut  off.  Cannonading  was  heard  all  day  yester- 
day, on  that  line,  in  Richmond,  and  we  hear  there  was  some  skir- 
mishing with  small  arms,  but  without  much  damage  to  either  side. 
A  great  battle  may  be  looked  for  in  that  quarter  soon.  The  enemy 
have  also  sent  a  raid  and  cut  the  Danville  road  near  the  depot 
called  Tula.  Beside  this,  there  was  a  raid  East  of  this  place,  three 
days  since,  leading  to  an  engagement  in  which  the  firing  was  dis- 
tinctly heard  here,  and  some  portion  of  the  action  seen  from  the 


1^^  Thomas  Miles  Garrett  (1830-1864),  of  Bertie  County,  who  rose  from  captain 
to  colonel  in  the  North  Carolina  Fifth  Regiment,  attended  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  graduating  in  1851,  and  practiced  law  prior  to  joining  the  Confederate 
army.  Garrett  fell  at  Spotsylvania.  Spencer  Alumni  Project;  Clark,  Histories  of  the 
North  Carolina  Regiments,  I,  289. 

1^1  Gen.  Leroy  A.  Stafford. 

182  Benjamin  Franklin  Butler  (1818-1893),  who  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
came  to  manhood  in  Lowell,  Massachusetts.  He  graduated  from  Waterville  (now 
Colby)  College,  read  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Massachusetts  bar  in  1840.  He 
soon  built  a  large  criminal  practice,  maintaining  offices  in  Lowell  and  Boston.  In 
politics  he  was  an  ambitious  Democrat  who  served  in  the  state  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  1853  and  in  the  state  Senate  in  1859.  He  supported  Breckinridge  for  the 
presidency  in  1860  but  before  the  decade  was  out  was  a  leading  Radical  Republican. 
During  the  war  Butler  rivaled  Lincoln  and  Grant  in  notoriety.  Five  days  after  the 
fall  of  Sumter  he  dramatically  arrived  with  the  Massachusetts  Eighth  to  lift  the 
blockade  of  Washington,  DC.  The  first  major  general  of  volunteers  to  be  appointed 
by  Lincoln,  Butler  demonstrated  no  great  military  ability  but  contributed  greatly 
to  the  Union  cause  because  of  his  status  as  a  popular  and  colorful  Democrat.  He 
was  badly  defeated  at  Big  Bethel,  commanded  a  successful  amphibious  attack  on 
Hatteras  Inlet,  occupied  New  Orleans  and  was  its  controversial  military  governor; 
his  failure  to  support  Grant's  offensive  of  1864  adequately  allowed  his  army  to  be 
bottled  up  at  Bermuda  Hundred  by  an  inferior  Confederate  force  under  Beauregard. 
He  coined  the  phrase  "contraband-of-war"  when  referring  to  slaves  who  fled  into 
Union  lines,  and  it  entered  the  language.  After  the  war  he  aligned  himself  with  the 
Radical  Republicans,  sat  in  the  national  House  of  Representatives  from  1867  to  1875, 
and  was  one  of  the  House  managers  in  impeachment  proceedings  against  Andrew 
Johnson.  He  was  returned  to  Congress  for  one  term,  1877-1879,  as  a  Greenbacker.  In 
1882,  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Greenback  and  Democratic  parties,  Butler  was 
elected  governor  of  Massachusetts,  a  coveted  office  which  had  frequently  eluded  him. 
He  was  the  unsuccessful  presidential  candidate  of  the  National  (Greenback)  party 
in  1884.  This  was  his  last  political  activity.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  III, 
357-359;  Warner,  Generals  in  Blue,  60-61. 
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top  of  high  buildings.  Gen'l  J.  E.  B.  Stuart^^^  was  mortally 
wounded  in  this  last,  and  brought  to  the  City  and  died.  Gen', 
Gordon^^^   N.C.   wounded   also   &   in   hospital   here. 

As  I  wrote  you  by  a  passenger  going  to  Greensboro',  G.  P. 
Collins  telegraphed  me  that  James^^^  was  wounded  in  thigh, 
not  serious,  on  Thursday  5th.  The  same  evening  I  received  mes- 
sage from  James  saying  his  wound  was  slight.  I  did  not  therefore 
go  up  as  I  designed.  He  came  down  with  Maj.  Webb,i^^ 
Rencher,!^''  young  Avery^^^  and  many  others,  wounded 
on  Monday  the  9th.  was  shot  on  the  inner  side  of  thigh  above  knee 
and  ball  not  extracted,  &:  could  not  then  be  found.  A  board  sat  on 
Thursday,  gave  him  a  furlough,  and  I  prepared  to  start  home  with 
him  on  Friday,  by  Danville,  but  on  Thursday  night  that  road  was 
cut,  and  we  could  not  go.  On  Saturday  the  ball  was  found  near 
opposite  side  of  thigh,  &   the  physicians,  Read  &  DeRosset,i*^^ 


^^  James  Ewell  Brown  Stuart  (1833-1864),  of  Virginia,  graduated  from  West  Point 
in  1854,  saw  service  in  Indian  warfare,  and  was  at  Harper's  Ferry  at  the  capture  of 
John  Brown.  He  resigned  his  commission  in  1861  and  entered  the  Confederate  army. 
A  dashing  cavalryman  whom  Lee  called  the  "eyes  of  the  army,  "  Stuart  was  promoted 
to  brigadier  general  in  1861  and  major  general  in  1862.  The  Confederate  cavalry 
suffered  a  great  loss  when  he  was  killed  at  Yellow  Tavern.  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography,  XVIII,  170-172;  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  296-297. 

^^^  James  Byron  Gordon  (1822-1864),  of  Wilkes  County,  graduated  from  Emory 
and  Henry  College,  became  a  merchant,  and  served  in  the  state  legislature  in  1850. 
He  rose  from  captain  to  brigadier  general  in  the  Confederate  army  and  commanded 
a  North  Carolina  cavalry  brigade  after  September,  1863.  After  fighting  in  numerous 
battles  and  skirmishes  including  Spotsylvania  and  Yellow  Tavern,  Gordon  was 
wounded  at  Meadow  Bridge  on  May  12,  1864,  and  died  in  Richmond  six  day  later. 
Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  348;  Connor,  Mariwa/^  1913,  854. 

1^^  James  A.  Graham. 

186  Joseph  C.  Webb 

1^^  John  Grant  Rencher  ('1840  1909),  of  Chatham  County,  a  native  of  New  Mexico, 
graduated  from  the  state  university.  At  this  time  he  was  captain  of  Company  K, 
Thirty-third  North  Carolina  Regiment.  Spencer  Alumni  Project. 

188  Willoughby  F.  Avery  (1843-1876),  of  Burke  County,  was  a  student  at  the 
university,  1860-1861,  and  was  awarded  an  honorary  A.B.  in  1911.  At  this  time  he 
was  a  captain  in  the  Thirty-third  North  Carolina  Regiment.  Spencer  Alumni 
Project. 

189  Moses  John  DeRosset  (1838-1881)  was  born  in  Wilmington  and  receivetl  his 
early  education  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  where  he  demonstrated  a  remarkable  apti- 
tude for  languages  and  mathematics.  In  1859  he  received  his  M.D.  degree  from  the 
University  of  New  York  and  was  immediately  appointetl  resident  at  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital in  New  York  City.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was  a  Confederate  surgeon,  serving 
at  the  time  of  this  letter  in  that  capacity  in  the  Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment. 
From  1865  to  1873  he  practiced  in  Baltimore  where  he  also  lectured  in  the  sciences 
and  medicine  in  local  colleges.  He  removed  to  Wilmington  in  1873  where  he 
specialized  in  ophthalmology  and  otology.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  eye  surgei^.  The 
National  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography,  Being  the  History  of  the  United 
States  as  Illustrated  in  the  Lives  of  the  Founders,  Builders,  and  Defenders  of  the 
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gave  him  Chloriform  [sic]  Sc  cut  it  out,  without  apprizing  me.  He  is 
doing  well,  as  I  telegraphed  you  yesterday,  slept  well  last  night, 
and  if  the  railroads  shall  be  opened,  I  will  try  to  send  him  home 
as  soon  as  practicable.  The  ball  is  a  minnie,  considerably  battered, 
and  I  suppose  struck  a  tree  before  taking  effect  on  him.  The  Drs. 
say  it  did  not  touch  the  bone,  nor  break  any  of  the  large  sinews 
or  arteries.  The  wound  is  not  worse  than  Wms.^^^  was,  if  as 
bad.  He  is  in  the  officer's  hospital  at  the  Baptist  Institute,  has 
Aleck^^i    with    him,    and    is    well    attended    to. 

Mrs.  Rev.  Drs.  Hoge  ^  Brown  have  been  very  kind  to  him,  as 
well  as  other  ladies,  who  visit  the  hospitals  in  numbers.  I  called 
yesterday  on  those  ladies,  to  acknowledge  their  kindness.  They 
are     friends     of    Anna     Jackson. ^^^ 

John  and  Rob't  are  between  this  place  and  Pet'r'b'g.  I  have  not 
heard  from  them,  but  Ransom's  Brigade  is  there.  Jo.  Mor- 
risoni93  with  Gaston  Lewis '^^^  Reg't  was  here  yesterday — troops 
are  moving  every  day,  and  a  determination  manifested,  to 
repel  the  enemy  if  human  means  can  accomplish  it.  Measures  have 
been  taken  to  keep  Congress  advised  of  their  operations,  so  as  to 
avoid  capture,  by  any  sudden  incursion.  Notwithstanding  the 
interruption  of  the  Railroad  lines,  I  have  referred  to,  there  is  still 
telegraph  communication  to  the  South,  as  yet,  by  Lynchburg, 
and  by  that,  I  sent  my  message  of  yesterday. 

The  excited  condition  of  the  Country  &  city  is  unfavorable  to 
the  transaction  of  business,  and  to  social  intercourse.  I  have  made 
but  few  acquaintances  beyond  the  members  of  the  Senate.  I  con- 
tinue at  the  Ballard  House,  at  $25.  per  day — ^some  have  rooms 
there,  eating  where  they  wish,  but  hardly  any  can  live  at  less  than 
$20.  It  is  hoped  the  session  will  be  short,  but  untill  the  military 
contest  is  decided,  nothing  can  be  ascertained. 

Republic,  and  of  the  Men  and  Women  Who  Are  Doing  the  Work  and  Moulding 
the  Thought  of  the  Present  Time  (New  York:  James  T.  White  and  Company,  50 
volumes  and  index,  1892-1968),  XI,  203,  hereinafter  cited  as  National  Cyclopaedia  of 
American  Biography. 

190  William  A.  Graham,  Jr.,  wounded  during  the  Gettysburg  campaign,  was  now 
major  and  assistant  adjutant  general  of  state  troops. 

^^1  Aleck  was  James  Graham's  Negro  servant. 

^^2  Graham's  niece  Anna  Morrison  Jackson  (1831-1915)  was  the  second  wife  and 
widow  of  General  "Stonewall  "  Jackson.  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants.  " 

^^^  Joseph  Graham  Morrison  (1842-1906).  Clark,  'Graham  Descendants." 

194  William  Gaston  Lewis  (1835-1891),  of  Wayne  County,  a  graduate  of  the  Uni 
versity  of  North  Carolina,  was  promoted  from  lieutenant  to  brigadier  general  in 
Confederate  service.  In  April,  1865,  he  was  severely  wounded  and  captured  at  Farm- 
ville,  Virginia.  After  the  war  he  was  a  successful  railroad  and  civil  engineer.  Boatner, 
Civil  War  Dictionary,  481-482;  Spencer  Alumni  Project. 
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As  I  write,  at  S  o'clock  Sunday,  cannon  is  heard  at  intervals  in 
the  direction  of  Petersburg,  while  it  also  rains  and  the  thunders 
of  heaven  are  heard  along  the  skies. 

Gen'l  Daniel, 1^^  of  N.C.  wounded  in  Lee's  battles  is  dead. 
Tom  Whitted  has  been  moved  to  Winder  hospital.  I  have  not  seen 
him  for  a  week.  John  Hancock  [unidentified]  is  there  wounded, 
with  many  others.  You  have  heard  of  Walker  Anderson's  death  in 
the  same  action  in  which  James  was  wounded. 

Monday  16th.  There  is  hope  the  Danville  road  will  be  opened 
tomorrow,  &  I  mail  this. 

Reports  from  the  South  side  James  river  say  our  defenses  are 
good  and  sufficient.  Lee  fought  Grant  on  the  14th  with  great 
slaughter,  and  general  advantage.  The  Northern  papers  received 
within  a  day  or  two,  have  a  disparing  [sic]  tone,  under  cover  of  a 
pretence. 

Daniel  H.  Hill  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Camp  near  Walthall  Junction, 
May  19th.,  1864. 


Did  you  get  a  package  of  letters  through  Major  Morrison,  exhib- 
iting the  hard  treatment  by  the  administration?  Would  it  be 
proper  to  introduce  a  resolution  of  inquiry  in  Congress,  as  to  the 
cause  of  this  treatment,  I  mean  a  call  upon  the  President  to  explain 
his  reason  for  reducing  me  in  rank^^  and  keeping  me  so  long  out  of 
the  field?  If,  however,  the  resolution  would  injure  the  interests 
of  the  Country,  it  is  better  that  I  should  be  sacrificed. 

L  have  thought,  however,  that  a  simple  remonstrance  by  the 
N.C.  delegation  in  a  private  interview  with  His  Excellency,  woidd 
have  prevented  all  this  undeserved  harshness.  It  may  now  be  too 
late  to  effect  anything. 


'^s  Junius  Daniel  (1828-1864),  of  Halifax  County,  graduated  from  West  Point  in 
1851  and  served  on  the  frontier  prior  to  his  resignation  from  the  army  in  1858.  For 
the  next  few  years  he  managed  his  father's  Louisiana  plantation.  When  war  came, 
he  became  colonel  of  the  Fourteenth  North  Carolina  Regiment  and  was  promoted 
to  brigadier  general  in  September,  1862.  He  commanded  a  brigade  at  Gettysburg,  the 
Wilderness,  and  Spotsylvania,  where  he  was  mortally  wounded  on  May  12,  1864,  at 
the  "Bloody  Angle.  "  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  222. 
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Richard  Spaight  Donnell^^^  to  William  A.  Graham        UNC 

House  of  Commons, 
May  19th.,  1864. 

I  write  you  hastily,  a  line  in  behalf  of  our  friend,  Mr.  Daniel  L. 
Russell  of  Brunswick,  who  of  course  feels  great  anxiety  in  regard 
to  his  son  Daniel,  of  whose  difficulties  he  informs  me  that  he  has 
already  acquainted  you. 

You  will  remember  that  his  son  was  the  Captain  of  a  Company 
in  the  Confederate  service,  bearing  the  character  of  a  very  efficient 
officer,  that  he  avenged  an  insult  upon  an  enrolling  officer,  who 
had  used  disrespectful  language  relative  to  his  Father.  He  was 
court-martialed,  and  by  the  court  ''dismissed  from,  the  service.'' 
This  is  the  language  of  the  sentence,  and  is  the  whole  punishment 
awarded  by  the  court.  After  this,  Capt.  Russell  was  appointed  a 
Commissioner  for  the  County  of  Brunswick,  under  our  act  "for 
the  purchase  of  provisions."  After  this  he  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Camp.  I  mention  these  facts  merely  to  recall  them  to  your  mind. 
Gov.  Vance  has  claimed  him  as  entitled  to  exemption,  and  has 
had  some  correspondence  with  the  department  at  Richmond  in 
reference  to  the  subject,  and  he  has  prepared,  and  just  forwarded, 
a  letter,  in  reply  to  one  fro  in  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary  of  War  claims  Capt.  Russel  [sic]  is  a  con- 
script, and  refuses  to  allow  his  exemption.  I  have  read  his  letter, 
and  observe  that  he  has  either  mistaken  the  sentence  of  the  court- 
martial,  or  he  has  assuined  consequences  from  it  which  cannot  be 
waiTanted  by  it.  He  says  in  his  letter  that  Capt.  Russell  was 
"reduced  to  the  ranks"  by  that  court.  Such  certainly  is  not  the 
language  of  the  sentence,  and  this  does  not  follow  as  a  consequence 
of  a  sentence  of  disunion  fro  in  the  service.  Having  assumed  that 
Captain  Russel  [sic]  was  in  the  ranks  at  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment as  Commissioner,  he  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
no  law  exempting  or  allowing  of  exemptions  of  men  already  "m 
the  army.'' 


196  Richard  Spaight  Donnell  (1820-1867),  of  New  Bern,  attended  New  Bern 
Academy  and  Yale  College  before  graduating  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
in  1839.  He  practiced  law  in  New  Bern  and  Washington,  N.C.,  during  his  career. 
Donnell  was  a  Whig  member  of  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives,  1847- 
1849,  a  delegate  to  the  constitutional  conventions  of  1861  and  1865,  and  a  member  of 
the  General  Assembly  during  the  war  years.  He  was  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  1864.  In  the  convention  of  1861  he  opposetl  secession  and  counseled  compromise. 
McCormick,  Convention  Personnel,  32;  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  821. 
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There  is  no  dispute,  as  I  understand,  as  to  the  fact  that  the  order 
to  Capt.  Russel  [sic]  to  report  himself  to  camp  was  not  until  after 
his  appointment  as  Commissioner.  I  believe  that  the  State  has  a 
right  to  claim  her  officers  and  agents,  whether  in  or  out  of  the 
army,  and  without  reference  to  any  Act  of  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject. But  if  this  be  not  true,  it  is  certainly  a  mistake  on  the  part  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  assume  that  Capt.  Russel  [sic]  was  either 
in  fact  or  in  theory,  "in  the  army''  at  the  time  of  his  appointment. 

However,  my  object  in  writing  you  is  to  solicit  your  assistance 
for  Mr.  Russel  [sic],  if  you  can  see  any  way  in  which  you  can 
render  any,  and  as  the  matter  is  now  fresh,  and  the  correspondence 
not  finished  between  the  Governor  and  the  Secretary,  I  have 
thought  this  the  auspicious  time. 

You  will  confer  a  great  favor  on  Mr.  Russell,  and  much  oblige 
me,  if  you  interpose  your  valuable  aid  in  the  behalf  of  his  son. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham        A&H 

Richmond, 

May    19th,    1864. 

My  Dearest 

Knowing  the  anxiety  in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  which 
you  naturally  feel,  I  have  made  exertions  to  bring  James  Home, 
but  have  been  twice  disappointed.  First  by  the  breaking  of  the 
Danville  Railroad  by  the  enemy,  last  Thursday  night,  when  I  had 
made  preparations  to  set  off  with  him  the  next  morning — this 
break  occurred  at  the  Coal  fields  13  miles  from  here,  by  a  raiding 
force.  This  being  repaired  and  the  cars  resuming  their  trips,  I 
procured  tickets  and  carried  him  aboard  the  cars  yesterday  morn- 
ing. At  the  moment  of  setting  off  the  Conductor  announced  to  the 
passengers  that  a  bridge  at  Roanoke  90  miles  from  here  had  given 
way,  and  an  Engine  had  been  precipitated  into  the  River,  Sc  the 
cars  w'd  not  run  for  two  or  three  days.  So  we  were  obliged  to 
return.  I  now  hope  to  get  him  off  in  a  day  or  two  with  Mr.  Whitted, 
by  Friday  perhaps;  but  do  not  be  disappointed,  should  he  not  come 
so  soon.  He  is  doing  very  well,  is  comfortably  situated  and  quite 
cheerful.  John  and  Rob't  are  both  safe  and  well.  There  was  a  small 
engagement  of  their  army  now  commanded  by  Beauregard,  near 
Drewry's  Bluff  last  Monday,  but  their  Reg't  did  not  suffer.  Jo. 
Morrison  was  shot  in  the  calf  of  the  leg  below  knee  Sc  ball  went 
down  and  was  cut  out  near  ankle.  I  visited  him  last  evening  at 
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Chimberazo  Hospital  and  he  is  doing  well.  Anna  Jackson  is  ex- 
pected soon  with  Dr.  Hoge,!^^  returning  from  Gen'l  Assembly  at 
Charlotte. 

There  has  been  the  most  dreadful  carnage  of  the  war,  in  the 
late  battles  of  Lee  and  Grant  along  Rapidan.  The  enemy's  loss  is 
said  to  be  not  less  than  40  to  60,000;  ours  much  less  but  very  con- 
siderable— especially  in  officers.  Gen's  Daniel,  and  Gordon  of  N.C. 
have  both  been  killed,  besides  Cols.  Garrett [,]  Brabble, i^s  etc., 
etc.  of  that  state;  Gen'ls  Jenkins  and  Perrini99  of  S.C.  [,]  Pegram  of 
Va.  [,]  Stafford,  La,  J.  E.  B.  Stewart [,] 200  Va.  besides  Longstreet, 
Mat  Ransom20i&:  many  others  wounded,  Avery202losing  an  arm  &: 
leg  broken.  Our  arms  have  been  generally  successful,  but  in  the 
affair  at  Drewry's  bluff,  we  lost  fearfully  in  killed  and  wounded, 


1^^  Moses  Drury  Hoge  (1819-1899),  of  Virginia,  was  a  celebrated  Presbyterian 
minister  and  among  Richmond's  fn^t  citizens.  A  graduate  of  Hampden-Sydney  Col- 
lege and  the  Virginia  Union  Theological  Seminary,  he  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church  of  Richmond  in  1845.  There  he  remained  until  his 
death.  His  church  became  the  largest  in  the  Virginia  Synod  and  among  the  most 
influential  in  the  entire  Presbyterian  denomination.  Early  in  the  Civil  War  he 
preached  to  Confederate  troops  twice  weekly  and  continued  to  work  as  volunteer 
chaplain  whenever  possible.  In  1862  his  concern  led  him  to  run  the  blockade  in 
order  to  secure  Bibles  and  other  religious  books.  He  was  successful  in  this  venture 
also,  procuring  10,000  Bibles,  50,000  Testaments,  and  250,000  portions  of  the  Scrip- 
tures for  distribution  among  the  Confederate  troops.  In  1875  he  was  unanimously 
elected  moderator  of  the  Presbyterian  General  Assembly.  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography,  IX,  121-122. 

^^^  Edmund  C.  Brabble,  of  Tyrrell  County,  rose  from  captain  to  colonel  in  the 
Thirty-second  North  Carolina  Regiment.  He  was  a  strict  disciplinarian,  yet  humane 
and  genuinely  concerned  for  his  men.  He  was  killed  at  Spotsylvania  in  May,  1864. 
Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  II,  522. 

199  Abner  M.  PeiTin  (1827-1864),  of  South  Carolina,  began  his  military  career  as 
captain  in  the  Fourteenth  South  Carolina  Regiment  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Con- 
federate brigadier  general,  receiving  his  appointment  to  the  latter  position  in  Sep- 
tember, 1863.  He  commanded  a  brigade  at  Gettysburg,  the  Wilderness,  and  Spotsyl- 
vania, where  he  was  killetl  in  the  "Bloody  Angle  "  on  May  12,  1864.  Boatner,  Civil 
War  Dictionary,  642. 

200  J.  E.  B.Stuart. 

201  Brig.  Gen.  Matt  W.  Ransom  commanded  a  brigade  composed  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth,  Twenty-fifth,  Fifty-sixth,  Eighth,  and  Thirty-fifth  North  Carolina  Regiments. 
Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  V,  175. 

202  Clark  Moulton  Avery  (1819-1864),  of  Burke  County,  attended  the  University  of 
North  Carolina.  He  was  a  captain  in  the  Bethel  Regiment  who  became  lieutenant 
colonel  and  then  colonel  of  the  Thirty-third  North  Carolina  Regiment.  A  gallant 
officer  who  always  led  and  fought  well,  Avery  was  wounded  and  captured  at  New 
Bern.  After  several  months  of  imprisonment  at  Johason's  Island,  he  returned  to  his 
command.  He  died  of  wounds  received  at  the  Wilderness.  Clark,  Histories  of  the 
North  Carolina  Regiments,  I,  78;  II,  570. 
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but  took  some  2,000  prisoners.  Breckenridge^os  had  a  victory  in  the 
valley  of  Va.  over  Sigel.204  The  Cadets  of  Va.  Mil.  Ins.  were  in  the 
fight  Sc  five  killed — ^among  them  a  McDowell,^^^  i  suppose,  the 
Brevard  McDowell. 

From  beyond  the  Miss'pi  we  have  news  of  triumphs  over  Steele^^^ 


203  John  Cabell  Breckinridge  (1821-1875)  was  born  near  Lexington,  Kentucky,  ant! 
graduated  from  Centre  College  in  1839.  After  continuing  his  studies  at  Princeton 
and  Transylvania  colleges,  he  established  a  legal  practice  in  Lexington.  In  1849  he 
was  electetl  to  the  state  legislature  and  in  1851  began  two  terms  as  a  Democratic 
congressman.  His  election  to  Congress  in  Clay  coimtry  marked  him  as  one  of  his 
state's  most  popidar  men.  He  proved  his  ability  as  Buchanan's  vice-president;  and 
when  the  Charleston  convention  floundered,  he  accepted  the  nomination  of  the  rump 
Baltimore  convention.  Although  ninning  on  a  platform  which  reaffirmed  the 
extreme  southern  view  of  slavery,  Breckinridge  denied  that  he  was  encoinaging  dis- 
union. He  gained  seventy-two  votes  in  the  electoral  college  but  lost  his  own  state  to 
John  Bell.  As  a  lame  duck  vice-president,  he  advocated  the  Crittenden  compromise 
but  counseled  that  the  Constitution  gave  no  power  to  coerce  the  states.  He  retiuned 
to  Kentucky,  only  to  flee  south  when  the  state  abandoned  its  original  neutral 
posture  and  welcomed  Union  troops.  He  rose  to  Confederate  major  general  and 
served  ably  in  numerous  battles  despite  a  lack  of  experience.  After  Lee's  surrender 
he  fled  the  country  and  remained  abroad  imtil  1869  when  he  was  allowed  to  resume 
his  Lexington  law  practice.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  railroad  buikling  in 
Kentucky  but  declined  political  opportunities.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography, 
in,  7-10. 

204  pYanz  Sigel  (1824-1902)  was  a  native  of  the  German  grand  tluchy  of  Baden. 
After  graduating  from  a  military  academy  at  Karlsruhe,  he  joined  the  rebels  of 
1848  against  Prussia.  He  was  minister  of  war  for  the  defeated  rebels  and  first  fled 
into  exile  in  Switzerland.  In  1852  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  where  he  taught 
school  in  New  York  and  St.  Louis.  By  1861  he  was  director  of  St.  Louis  schools  and  a 
leader  of  the  large  Gemian-born  minority  in  the  city.  Sigel  became  a  symbol  for 
those  immigrants  who  were  Unionist  and  antislavery.  Appointed  brigadier  general, 
he  became  a  major  general  in  March,  1862.  Thousands  of  German  and  Dutch  recruits 
proclaimed,  "I  fight  mit  Sigel."  Unfortunately,  however,  Sigel's  military  career  was 
very  undistinguished  and  he  had  the  misfortune  to  command  the  Federal  troops  at 
the  battle  of  New  Market  (1864)  where  he  was  soundly  tlefeated  by  the  cadets  of 
the  Virginia  Military  Institute.  Subsequently  he  was  removed  from  field  command 
and  resigned  his  commission  as  major  general  on  May  4,  1865.  For  the  next  forty 
years  he  was  active  in  publishing  and  politics,  but  he  never  attained  high  public 
office.  Warner,  Generals  in  Blue,  447-448. 

205  William  Hugh  McDowell  (I846-I864)  was  a  native  of  Beattie's  Ford,  Iredell 
County,  who  had  entered  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  in  August,  1863.  He  was 
killed  at  the  Battle  of  New  Market  on  May  15,  1864,  while  serving  as  a  private  in 
Cadet  Company  B.  William  Couper,  The  V.  M.  I.  New  Market  Cadets,  Biographical 
Sketches  of  All  Members  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  Corps  of  Cadets  Who 
Fought  in  the  Battle  of  New  Market,  May  15,  1864  (Charlottesville:  The  Michie 
Company,  1933),  134-135,  hereinafter  cited  as  Couper,  V.  M.  I.  New  Market  Cadets. 

206  Frederick  Steele  (18 1 9- 1 868),  a  native  of  New  York,  graduated  from  West  Point 
in  1843.  Twice  brevetted  during  the  Mexican  War.  he  later  served  routinely  as  an 
infantry  officer  in  California,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  and  Kansas  before  he  was  ap- 
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and  Banks.207 

Congress  has  resolved  to  adjourn  on  the  31st.  inst.  I  will  try  to 
get  James  off,  without  accompanying  him  therefore,  as  I  wish  to  be 
here  at  the  adjournment,  Sc  the  time  will  be  short  to  go  and  return. 
The  City  is  of  course  the  scene  of  great  excitement.  The  firing  has 
been  heard  here  of  two  or  three  battles,  and  the  smoke  seen  from 
the  tops  of  buildings.  The  defences  here  are  good,  Sc  the  spirit  of 
resistance  high.  The  enemy  however  are  making  raids,  Sc  burnt 
two  days  since  the  Meherrin  bridge  20  miles  this  side  of  Weldon, 
and  but  for  the  repulse  of  Grant's  great  army  would  have  tried  to 
encircle  Richmond  before  this  time.  Gen'l  Whiting  has  been  in 
command  at  Petersburg,  and  I  hear  today  is  superseded  &:  Gen'l 
D.  H.  Hill  placed  in  his  stead.  There  will  be  severe  fighting  in  that 
quarter  before  this  affair  shall  terminate.  I  have  had  no  letter  from 
John  or  Rob't  but  will  try  to  go  to  see  them,  before  the  adjourn- 
ment. Wm.  wrote  me  he  would  be  here  this  week,  but  the  opera- 
tions of  the  enemy  have  no  doubt  prevented  him,  and  may  dis- 
appoint his  further  arrangements. 

There  are  frequent  rains  here,  Sc  quite  a  flood  in  James  river. 
I  am  still  at  the  Ballard  House,  have  seen  but  little  company,  and 

pointed  colonel  of  the  Eighth  Iowa  Volunteers  in  September,  1861.  He  soon  advanced 
to  brigadier  and  later  to  major  general  of  United  States  troops.  His  service  was  in 
the  West.  After  the  capture  of  Vicksbiirg  he  was  ordered  to  crush  any  rebel  forces 
in  Arkansas.  He  succeeded  in  taking  Little  Rock  in  September,  1863.  The  following 
spring  he  was  ordered  to  collaborate  with  N.  P.  Banks  in  the  ill-fated  Red  River 
campaign.  His  active  sei-vice  ended  when  he  commanded  a  division  in  the  campaign 
against  Mobile.  Steele  remained  in  the  regular  army  as  colonel,  only  to  die  trag- 
ically of  apoplexy  which  caused  him  to  fall  from  his  carriage.  Warner,  Generals  in. 
fi/we,  474-475;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  194-195. 

207  Nathaniel  Prentice  Banks  (1816-1894),  who  proudly  bore  the  nickname  "the 
Bobbin  Boy  of  Massachusetts,"  was  meagerly  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
labored  in  an  early  New  England  cotton  mill.  Keenly  ambitious,  he  worked  diligently 
to  improve  his  education  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  twenty-three  yeai-s  of  age. 
He  was  defeated  seven  times  before  gaining  a  seat  in  the  state  legislature;  however, 
he  was  soon  chosen  speaker  and  in  1853  presided  over  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1853,  sometimes  characterized  as  the  ablest  assemblage  in  Massachusetts  history. 
Also  in  1853,  Banks  was  elected  as  a  Democrat  to  Congress — the  first  of  ten  non- 
continuous  terms  under  five  different  party  affiliations.  In  1856  Banks,  now  an 
American  party  member,  was  elected  speaker  after  133  ballots  in  what  was  considered 
the  first  defeat  for  the  proslavery  forces  in  a  quarter  century  and  the  first  victory 
for  the  national  Republican  party.  He  earned  a  reputation  as  a  very  effective  speaker 
prior  to  his  election  in  1858  to  the  governorship  of  Massachusetts.  During  the  Civil 
War  he  served  as  major  general  of  volunteers;  and  despite  his  undistinguished  and 
controversial  military  career.  Banks  contributed  immeasurably  to  northern  morale 
and  propaganda.  His  most  notable  military  failure  was  the  ill-fated  Red  River 
campaign  which  he  commanded.  Returneti  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1865, 
he  served  six  inteimittent  terms  as  well  as  one  session  in  the  Massachusetts  Senate 
and  nine  years  as  a  United  States  marshal.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  I, 
577-580. 
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have  not  made  an  extensive  acquaintance.  There  is  nothing  of 
the  observance  of  the  forms  of  social  intercourse  which  was  custo- 
mary at  Washington.  Whether  from  the  excitements  of  the  crisis, 
or  other  causes  I  know  not.  The  business  men  of  the  City  are  all 
out  under  arms  as  Militia,  and  I  cannot  even  purchase  a  few 
articles  of  which  I  am  in  need,  and  I  hear  the  mails  are  not  made 
up,  neither  is  the  printing  done,  which  is  ordered  by  Congress. 

I  fear  a  great  panic  must  prevail  in  the  country,  from  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  mails  from  this  City,  and  the  battles  which  take 
place  not  far  off,  leaving  it  in  doubt  whether  the  whole  Gov't  be 
not  made  prisoners.  The  Military  dispositions  appear  to  be  good 
and  there  is  less  apprehension  of  such  disaster  here,  than  you 
might  presume.  James  has  Aleck  with  him,  and  will  take  him 
home.  Maj.  Webb  can't  travel  for  two  weeks,  neither  Jo.  Morrison. 
Gen'l  Daniel's  body  went  South  two  days  since,  Gen'l  Gordon's 
will  go  tomorrow.  He  died  today  at  1  o'clock,  was  wounded  9  miles 
from  here  at  same  time  with  Stewart.^os  The  last  was  buried  here. 

The  immense  hospitals  are  a  striking  feature  of  things  here. 
I  met  at  Chimberazo  Mrs.  Dr.  Brown  Sc  Miss  Hoge  visiting  Jo. 
Morrison,  and  they  were  kind  enough  to  take  me  in  their  carriage 
to  that  in  which  James  is,  near  the  Capital. 

I  believe  I  destroyed  a  long  letter  I  wrote  you  yesterday,  in  ex- 
pectation of  going  home  today.  In  that,  I  mentioned  having  visited 
Gen'l  Ransom,  who  is  at  a  private  house  here,  wounded,  with  a 
broken  arm,  and  that  he  spoke  in  most  complimentary  terms  of  the 
conduct  of  John  and  Rob't  in  the  action  at  Plymouth,  &  generally; 
and  said  he  had  written  me  a  letter  to  this  effect  to  Hillsboro'. 

My  love  to  my  dear  daughter 

Ever  Affectionately  Yours 

Jonathan  Worth  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh 

May    20th,    1864 

I  have  not  $3,000  in  the  Treasury  of  new  issue  of  Con.  Currency. 
Nor  can  any  be  had  here  from  the  Depository,  Confederate  Pay- 
master, or  the  Banks.  I  shall  probably  require  $100,000  to  pay 
the  per  diem  of  the  members  of  the  Genl  Assembly.  I  got  Mr. 
Winston209  to  go  to  Richmond  to  try  to  raise  the  money.  Please 
give  him  what  aid  you  can. 


208  J.  E.  B.Stuart. 

209  Patrick  Henry  Winston. 
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If  the  modifications  of  the  currency  act  which  have  passed  the 
Senate,  shall  pass  the  house,  I  shall  want  a  copy  of  it,  if  not  immedi- 
ately published  in  the  papers.  The  Genl  A  will  probably  sit  not 
more  than  one  week  after  this.  We  do'nt  [sic]  know  what  legisla- 
tion is  necessary  till  we  see  what  Congress  shall  have  done. 
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The  original  letter  of  May  22,  1864,  from  William  A.  Graham  to  Zebulon  B.  Vance 
is  filed  in  the  North  Carolina  State  Archives,  Raleigh. 
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William  Horton^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

House  of  Commons 
Raleigh,  N.  Carolina 
May  21st,  1864 

For  the  want  of  active  and  dilligent  tax  assessors  and  collectors 
in  some  of  the  western  counties  of  this  state  a  great  many  of  our 
people  have  had  no  chance  to  pay  their  Confederate  taxes  due  last 
year.  As  the  fault  does  not  belong  with  the  tax  payer  we  think  it 
very  unjust  to  make  him  when  ever  he  is  called  upon  to  pay  to 
loose  [sic]  the  33 Vs  per  ct  while  others  who  have  been  more  fortu- 
nate in  being  waited  on  by  the  tax  officers,  had  an  opportunity  of 
paying  before  their  money  became  subject  to  the  tax  of  33  V3  per  ct. 

We  therefore  hope  that  Congress  will  so  modify  the  tax  act  as 
to  allow  all  arrearages  of  taxes  for  last  year  to  be  paid  in  the  old 
issue  at  par  value.  I  wrote  to  Hon  G.  W.  Logan^n  sometime  ago 
upon  this  subject  but  have  reed  no  answer. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Zebulon  B.  Vance  A&H:  VANCE 

Richmond, 

May  22nd.,  1864. 

I  avail  myself  of  a  private  opportunity  to  address  you  this  line 
to  say  that  I  read  your  message  today  with  great  satisfaction.  The 
topics  are  well  chosen,  and  treated  in  a  becoming  manner. 

I  had  moved  on  the  subject  of  our  State  commerce  before  re- 
ceiving your  letter,  in  conjunction  with  Col.  Orr,  of  S.C.,212  and 
hope  to  get  a  Bill  reported  tomorrow,  by  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, in  accordance  with  our  views. 


210  William  Horton  represented  Watauga  County  in  the  House  of  Commons  in 
1862,  1864,  and  1866.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  844. 

211  George  Washington  Logan  (1815-1899),  of  Rutherford  ton,  had  been  a  Union 
Whig  before  Lincoln's  tall  for  troops.  In  1863  he  was  elected  to  the  Confederate  Con- 
gress as  an  advocate  of  peace.  He  represented  Rutherford  and  Polk  counties  in  the 
convention  of  1865  and  Rutherfortl  in  the  1866  session  of  the  legislature.  He  embraced 
Republicanism  and  served  as  a  superior  court  judge,  1868-1874.  A  highly  controver- 
sial local  figure,  Logan  gained  notoriety  during  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  disturbances  of 
the  Reconstruction  era.  He  has  been  characterized  as  an  honest  judge  "but  was 
entirely  innocent  of  law  in  addition  to  being  incompetent  from  lack  of  ability." 
Connor,  Manual,  1913,  449,  799,  895;  Griffin,  Old  Try  on  and  Rutherford,  '221; 
Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina,  414. 

212  Confederate  Sen.  James  Lawrence  Orr. 
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I  regret  that,  by  repeated  interruptions  on  the  eve  of  leaving 
home,  I  did  not  address  a  letter  to  Thomas,  as  I  designed,  but  the 
session  of  Congress  will  probably  end  in  ten  days,  and  I  shall  have 
opportunity  to  communicate  with  the  people. 

Every  thing  is  in  a  state  of  excitement  here.  Gen'l  Lee  has  fallen 
back  to  Hanover  junction,  as  we  learn  this  evening,  in  conse- 
quence of  Grant's  landing  troops  at  Port  Royal  to  outflank  him. 
But  great  confidence  is  felt  in  his  ability  to  defeat  Grant,2i3  and 
drive  him  back  in  the  end. 

The  slaughter  in  the  late  actions  has  been  immense,  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy,  and  very  considerable  to  us.  And,  as  usual,  exceed- 
ingly heavy  on  N.C. 

Bartholomew  F.  Moore^^"^  to  William  A.  Graham         A&H 

[ca.  May  22,  1864] 

I  have  this  moment  read  yours  of  the  19th.  inst.  No  such  statute 
was  ever  enacted.  It  passed  (so  far  as  appears  from  Barton's  de- 
bates) without  debate,  through  the  Senate,  Sc  was  in  the  Ho.  Rep. 
rejected  by  a  vote  of  1 13  to  19.  I  have  read  the  debates  on  the  bill 
twice  at  least,  and  they  ought  to  shame  the  present  generation — 
pray  read  them.  No  technical  objection  is  taken  to  the  bill,  for  the 


213  Ulysses  Simpson  Grant  (1822-1885),  of  Ohio,  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  per- 
formed gallantly  in  Mexico  but  subsequently  was  driven  to  drink  by  the  loneliness 
and  boredom  of  frontier  outposts.  Threatened  by  a  court-martial  for  neglect  of  duty, 
he  resigned  his  commission  in  1854.  Years  of  failure  followed.  When  the  Civil  War 
erupted.  Grant  might  well  have  been  voted  the  officer  least  likely  to  succeed;  how- 
ever, his  successes  are  part  of  the  American  military  tradition.  He  attracted  attention 
first  in  the  West  by  his  capture  of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson.  He  averted  defeat  at 
Shiloh  and  went  on  to  score  brilliant  victories  at  Vicksburg  and  Chattanooga.  Now 
lieutenant  general.  Grant  was  made  general-in-chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  in  March,  1864.  He  assumed  the  strategic  direction  of  the  war.  Traveling  with 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Grant  presented  the  gallant  Lee  with  a  different  breed  of 
adversary.  He  adopted  the  policy  of  pounding  relentlessly  against  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  eventually  driving  Lee  lo  the  ground;  but  he  proved  to  be  a 
generous  victor  at  Appomattox.  Grant  emerged  from  the  war  the  principal  Northern 
military  hero.  Unfortunately,  he  was  drawn  into  the  maelstrom  oT  Reconstruction 
politics  and  his  reputation  was  tarnished  by  two  undistinguished  terms  as  president. 
Grant,  although  honest  and  well-meaning,  was  simply  out  of  his  element.  For  two 
years  after  retiring  as  president,  he  enjoyed  a  triumphal  world  tour.  Impoverished 
by  the  failure  of  an  ill-considered  business  venture.  Grant  spent  the  last  months  of 
his  life  writing  the  two-volume  Personal  Memoirs  of  U.  S.  Grant,  one  of  the  great 
autobiographies  in  the  English  language.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  VII, 
492-501;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  "552-353. 

2'^  Bartholomew  F.  Moore  was  obviously  deeply  concernetl  about  suspension  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  by  the  Davis  administration. 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  119 


r^ 


Bartholomew  Figures  Moore 

Congress  was  bent  on  making  war  on  the  principle.  There  has 
been  in  all  our  history  no  prouder  triumph  of  liberty  over  pro- 
posed encrochments  [sic]  on  personal  liberty  (and  consequently 
the  proper  rights  of  the  States)  than  was  then  achieved.  You  will 
see  that  the  conservative  formulae  of  arrests  were  preserved,  which 
the  late  Act  totally  ignores,  assuming,  as  I  suppose,  that  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  writ,  suspended  all  other  guarantees  of  personal  liberty. 
I  have  been  endeavoring  to  get  3  h  Geo  S-c^i^  and  it  is  not  to  be 
found  here.  Just  before  I  opened  your  letter  I  had  written  to 
Richmond  for  a  copy.  I  know  enough  of  the  Statute,  however,  to 
say  to  you  it  applied  to  treasons,  real  or  suspected,  against  the 
King's  person  or  Gov't;  and  that  it  authorized  the  King  to  secure 
and  detain  such  persons  who  might  be  arrested  by  the  privy 
Council;  and  forbade  any  judicial  tribunal  to  try  the  suspected 
person  during  the  term  of  the  suspension,  etc.  The  language  of 
the  title  of  the  bill  is  to  "secure  and  detain"  and  the  act  forbids  a 
trial  so  long  as  the  act  may  continue  in  power.  This,  you  will  per- 
ceive, is  not  a  suspension  of  the  hab.  corp.  act  simply,  but  a  denial 
of  a  speedy  trial,  the  Hab.  Corp.  writ  did  but  secure  to  the  prisoner 
an  enquiry  into  his  case,  and  gave  him  a  discharge,  if  nothing  ap- 
peared against  him.  If  anything  did  appear,  he  was  remanded  or 
allowed  bail.  This  is  the  whole  efficacy  of  the  hab.  Corp.  The  writ 
had  no  life  until  after  arrest,  and  its  suspension,  therefore,  cannot 


215  While  this  citation  is  not  clear,  Moore  was  apparently  refening  to  a  parliamen 
tai'y  statute  enacted  dining  the  reign  of  Cieorge  III. 
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interfere  with  any  of  the  formulae  prescribed  for  arrests,  as  upon 
warrants  ^  charges  on  oath — these  formulae,  important,  &  of  the 
very  substance,  were  preserved  in  the  Bill  I  send  you,  &:  utterly 
ignored  in  the  recent  act.  Do  read  the  debates  on  this  invasion  of 
English  (American)  liberty.  They  will  arm  your  heart  against 
tyrants  &  cheer  it  in  the  midst  of  the  expiring  cries  of  Liberty. 

I  had  considered  this  question  14  mos.  before  Brown2i6  sent  his 
Message,  &:  under  the  signature  of  "David"  I  had  occupied  the 
place  now  assigned  to  Stevens, 217  against  the  heresy  of  the  suspen- 
sion. I  intend  to  furnish  some  paper  here  with  a  part  of  Jno.  Ran- 
dolph's speech  against  it. 

I  pray  you,  prepare  yourself  well.  I  know  the  inclination  of  your 
soul,  and  I  hope  that  you  will  speak  out  for  the  good  old  State  once 
more.  And  if  she  die,  that  she  die  uttering  in  her  last  breath,  bless- 
ings on  the  writ  of  habeas  Corpus. 

Edward  Belo^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Salem,  N.C. 
May   22,   64 

My  son  Robert^i^  of  Comp  H.  56th  Regt  N.  C.  T.  is  reported 
wounded  Sc  in  enemys  hands.  I  have  directed  a  line  to  Col  Faison 
enquiring  [sic]  into  particulars,  but  as  I  fear  it  may  not  reach  him, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  the  favour  of  you,  if  either  of  your  sons 
in  said  Regt  have  escaped  unhurt,  to  ask  of  one  of  them  the  favour 
of  giving  me  full  particulars.  Robert  on  several  occasions  men- 
tioned one  of  your  sons  as  his  best  friend  in  the  Regt.  Sc  if  he  is 
spared,  will  no  doubt  gladly  respond. 

Myself  Sc  family  are  mourning  the  loss  of  Roberts  younger 
brother  in  the  late  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Sc  the  anxiety  to  hear 
particulars  of  Roberts  case,  which  I  know  none  can  appreciate 
more  than  yourself,  must  be  our  excuse  for  trespassing  thus  far  on 
your  time  Sc  patience. 

216  Gov.  Joseph  Emerson  Brown  of  Georgia. 

21^  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  vice-president  of  the  Confederacy. 

^^^  Edward  Belo,  of  Salem,  was  a  Moravian  trained  as  a  master  cabinetmaker; 
however,  he  abandoned  his  craft  to  become  a  prosperous  merchant.  His  store  was 
located  on  Main  Street  and  his  family  occupied  the  second  floor  of  the  building. 
Belo  also  operated  a  foimdry  north  of  town.  Late  in  life,  in  1879,  he  became  vice- 
president  of  the  newly  established  Wachovia  National  Bank.  Fries  and  others, 
Forsyth, 52,  183. 

21^  Robert  W.  Belo  was  at  this  time  second  lieutenant.  Company  H,  Fifty-sixth 
North  Carolina  Regiment.  He  lost  a  foot  at  Ware  Bottom  Church  on  May  20,  1864. 
Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  III,  316. 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  121 

With  the  sincere  hope  that  your  sons  may  have  come  safely 
through 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susayi  Washington  Graham        A&H 

Richmond, 

May  22nd,  1864. 

My  Dear  Wife 

An  opportunity  occius  to  send  this  by  private  hand  a  part  of  the 
way  home,  and  I  avail  myself  of  it. 

James  left  with  Mr.  Whitted  two  days  since,  and  I  trust  has 
arrived  safely  at  home. 

I  have  not  heard  from  John  or  Rob't  since  he  left,  but  hope  they 
are  uninjured,  or  I  should  have  been  informed  to  the  contrary. 
On  Friday  last  there  was  a  severe  engagement  between  Beauregard 
&:  Butler's  troops  on  their  line,  but  I  have  not  heard  that  their 
Brigade  was  in  action.  The  official  report  is,  that  we  drove  the 
enemy  into  his  entrenchments,22o  and  were  holding  him  there, 
but  with  a  loss  of  500  killed  and  wounded,  in  which  Clingman's22i 
'k  Martin's222  N.C.  &  Wise's223  Va.  Brigade  suffered  most.  The 


220  A  Confederate  force  under  Beauregartl  checked  Butler  at  Drewrys  Bluff  and 
bottled  up  the  Federals  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  Virginia,  thus  thwarting  Grant's 
strategy  for  a  joint  effort  against  Lee  and  Richmond.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary, 
61,247-249. 

221  Thomas  Lanier  Clingman  (1812  1H97),  of  Surry  (now  Yadkin)  County,  was  a 
University  of  North  Carolina  graduate,  read  law  with  William  A.  Graham,  and  prac- 
ticed his  profession  for  sixty  years  in  Asheville.  Clingman  served  in  the  House  of 
Commons  (1835)  and  the  state  Senate  (1840)  before  his  election  to  the  United  States 
House  of  Representatives.  He  sat  in  the  House  from  1843  to  1845  and  from  1847  to 
1858.  Initially,  he  was  a  dedicated  Whig;  but,  as  he  became  increasingly  fearful  of 
Northern  encroachments  upon  Southern  rights,  Clingman  wavered.  He  abandoned 
the  Whigs  for  the  Democratic  party  about  1852,  recognizing  that  the  Democracy  was 
rapidly  becoming  the  bastion  of  slavery.  In  1858  he  was  elected  to  replace  Asa 
Biggs  in  the  United  States  Senate,  a  position  he  held  until  March  28,  1861.  Clingman 
favored  secession  and  quickly  rushed  to  the  Confederate  coloi^,  seizing  first  as 
colonel  of  the  rwenty-fifth  North  Carolina  Regiment  but  later  as  a  brigadier  general. 
A  participant  in  numerous  engagements,  Clingman  was  severely  wountled  dining 
the  defense  of  the  Weldon  Railroad  in  1864.  After  the  war  he  sought  unsuccessfully 
to  resume  his  place  in  the  United  States  Senate.  Although  he  remained  influential  in 
the  Democratic  party,  his  only  official  public  sei^ice  was  as  a  delegate  to  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1875.  Clingman  was  an  avid  mountain  explorer  and 
developer  of  Great  Smoky  mineral  resources.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  IV, 
220-221;  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  708;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  159. 

222  Biig  Gen.  James  Green  Martin. 

223  Henry  Alexander  Wise  (1806-1876),  of  Virginia,  graduate  of  Washington  (now 
Washington  and  Jeffei^on)  College,  was  led  early  to  the  states'  rights  philosophy  by 
his  mentor  in  the  law,  Henry  St.  George  Tucker.  A  Tyler  Whig  by  the  1850s,  Wise 
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wounded  have  been  sent  to  Chester, — not  bro't  here — and  I  have 
heard  of  none  of  the  casualties  except  that  Col.  Lamb224  of  N.C. 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  Gen'l  Walker225of  Ga.  killed.  Gen'l 
Lee  has  had  more  lighting,  and  the  enemy  are  still  before  him  in 
force.  Meade226  has  issued  congratulatory  orders  to  his  troops 
claiming  success,  saying  he  is  reinforced,  &:  that  Lee  cannot  get 
reinforcements.  The  contraiy  is  true.  Lee  is  receiving  reinforce- 
ments. The  contest  in  that  quarter  therefore,  will  still  go  on  with 
vi^or,  but  our  authorities  are  sanguine  of  success. 

The  news  is  favorable  from  all  other  quarters,  unless  it  may  be 
Georgia,  where  Gen'l  Johnston227  has  fallen  back,  and  the  enemy 

was  a  tactless  and  aggressive  defeiKler  of  slavei'y .  Perhaps  he  was  best  known  for  his 
excited  reaction  to  John  Brown's  raids.  Wise,  governor  of  \'irginia,  1856-1860,  insisted 
on  Browns  execution  despite  considerable  evidence  that  Brown  was  insane.  He 
favored  "fighting  in  the  imion"  for  Southern  rights  l)ut  embraced  secession  and 
became  a  fiery  defender  of  the  Confederacy.  As  a  Confederate  general  he  was  active 
as  defender  of  Roanoke  Island,  the  South  Carolina  coast,  and,  late  in  the  war,  Peters 
burg  and  Richmond.  His  spirit  undisturbed  by  defeat.  Wise  resumed  his  legal 
practice  in  Richmond.  He  did  not  really  approve  the  course  of  consenatives  or 
radicals  in  postwar  Virginia  politics.  He  never  requested  amnesty  but  encouraged 
the  young  men  of  X'iiginia  to  accept  defeat  and  look  to  the  future.  Dictionary  of 
American  Biograpliy,  XX,42'V425;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  944. 

2'-'*  Lieut.  Col.  John  C.  Lamb  of  the  Sexenteenth  North  Carolina  Regiment  was 
mortally  wountled  on  May  20,  1864,  in  an  assault  against  Butler's  fortifications  at 
Bermuda  Hundred.  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  II,  4-5. 

^^^Craham's  reference  here  to  Ceoi^ian  William  Henry  lalbot  Walker,  whose 
service  was  in  the  Wc^t,  was  erroneous.  Ihe  general  officer  to  whom  Craham  should 
have  referred  was  William  S.  Walker,  of  Ploritla,  who  had  fought  in  the  Mexican 
War  as  a  midshipman.  He  rose  from  captain  to  brigadier  general  in  Confederate 
service.  He  joined  Beauregard  for  the  Drewry's  Bluff  Campaign.  On  May  20,  1864,  he 
accidentally  rode  into  the  Federal  lines  where,  upon  refusing  to  surrender,  he  was 
wounded  (losing  a  leg)  and  captured.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  886-887. 

'-'-^  Ceorge  Cordon  Meade  (1815-1872)  was  l)oni  in  Cacfi/,  Spain,  where  his  father 
was  a  LInited  States  naval  agent.  After  experiencing  an  impoverished  youth,  he 
graduated  from  West  Point  in  18-^5  but  resigned  his  commission  after  the  Seminole 
campaigns  and  engaged  in  engineering  work.  He  returned  to  the  army  in  1842  and 
fought  in  the  Mexican  War,  but  most  of  his  experience  l)efore  1861  was  in  making 
topographical  and  coastal  geodetic  surveys.  Appointed  l)rigadier  general  in  1861,  he 
commanded,  as  a  major  general,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  Gettysburg  and  sub- 
sequently he  is  l)est  remembered  for  checking  Lee  on  this  important  battlefield. 
Although  Meade  enjoyed  no  great  j)opularity,  he  was  sound,  steadfast,  and  efficient; 
he  was  bitterly  disappointed  when  Sherman,  and  not  he,  was  promoted  to  lieutenant 
general  to  succeed  Grant.  After  the  war  Meade  earned  a  good  record  as  military 
governor  of  the  I  bird  District  during  the  troubled  days  of  Reconstruction.  At  the 
age  of  fifty-seven,  Meade  died  of  pneimionia,  his  system  ha\ing  nexer  comj^letely 
recovered  from  a  seveie  woimd  sustained  at  White  Oak  Swamp  in  1862.  Dictionary 
of  Atnerican  Jiiography,  \II,  474-476;  Boatner,  Cii>il  War  Dictionary,  5,S9-540. 

2'^^  Joseph  Eggleston  Johnston  (1807-1891),  of  Virginia,  was  a  graduate  of  West 
Point   in    1829  and  sened   in   the  Black   Hawk   expedition  and   the  Seminole  wars. 
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have  possession  of  Rome,  and  the  country  to  within  30  miles  of 
Atlanta.  This,  I  learn  from  one  of  the  Ga.  Senators — it  is  not  pro- 
claimed here,  and  I  don't  wish  you  to  mention  it,  till  it  is  an- 
nounced in  the  papers.  Beauregard  reports,  that  he  has  the  enemy 
hemmed  in,  between  the  two  rivers  and  can  shell  their  Camp  from 
his  position,  and  drive  them  out.  The  enemy's  cavalry  were  at 
Ashland  yesterday,  and  are  burning  through  the  coinitry  in  that 
quarter.  The  news  is  issued  in  bulletins  two  or  three  times  a  day, 
if  any  comes  in  from  the  armies. 

I  have  not  seen  Jo.  Morrison  since  my  last,  or  Rob't,  who  was 
to  have  called,  but  I  presume  has  returned  to  Gen'l  Hill.  J.  Webb, 
young  Avery,  Rencher,  8cc  in  the  hospital  James  left,  are  doing 
well.  The  others  are  so  far  off,  from  2  to  4  miles,  that  I  have  not 
leisure  to  visit  them.  There  are,  however,  5,000  or  more  N.C.s  in 
them  wounded,  from  what  I  learn  of  my  colleagues. 

Please  direct  Anderson  to  have  about  5  Barrels  of  Flour  ground 
and  put  up,  that  it  may  be  sold,  with  the  quantity  of  wheat  on 
hand,  we  can  spare  that.  Also  to  have  the  cradles  put  in  order  at 
once.  I  regret  to  hear  that  the  wheat  crop  is  looking  badly.  If 
Congress  shall  adjourn,  as  I  expect,  on  the  31st,  I  hope  to  reach 
home  a  day  or  two  after. 

The  places  of  business  here  are  still  shut  up,  and  I  have  failed 
to  get  an  umbrella  or  a  hat,  except  a  cheap  straw  one.  The  reserved 
force,  45  to  50,  &:  17  to  18  are  being  called  out  in  Va.,  and  I  fear 
it  may  be  done  before  long  in  our  State. 

I  have  no  leisure  to  write  more. 

Ever  Affectionately  Yours 

My  Love  to  Sudie  and  Sister  E.  who  I  am  glad  to  know  is  with 
you. 


During  the  Mexican  War,  he  was  five  times  wounded,  won  three  brevets,  and  led 
the  charge  at  Chapiiltepec.  His  experience  in  the  prewar  army  was  largely  in  topo- 
graphical engineering  and  cavalry.  He  was  a  senior  Confederate  general.  Unlucky  in 
being  frequently  wounded,  he  also  incurred  the  enmity  of  Davis  and  Braxton  Bragg 
and  never  realized  his  promise  as  military  leader.  Commanding  in  the  defense  of 
Atlanta  for  a  time  and  in  the  Carolinas  campaign,  Johnston  surrendered  to  Sherman 
on  April  26,  1865.  After  the  war  he  was  in  business  in  Savannah,  Arkansas,  and 
Richmond;  he  was  a  Democratic  congressman,  1879-1881,  and  a  railroad  com- 
missioner, 1887-1891.  Johnston  died  of  pneumonia  contracted  while  standing  hatless  in 
the  rain  at  General  William  I .  Sherman's  funeral.  Boatner,  Cwil  War  Dictionary, 
441;  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1132. 


124  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham        A&H 

Richmond, 

May  22nd,  1864. 
9  o'clock,  P.M. 

My  Dearest 

Mr.  J.  Devereux's  son,  who  was  courier  to  Gen'l  Daniel  till  he 
was  killed,  is  going  to  Raleigh,  and  will  mail  this  there.  Wm.  ar- 
rived here  at  1 1  today  and  is  staying  with  me  tonight.  I  was  glad 
to  hear  by  him  from  home,  and  also  from  Raleigh.  He  came  from 
Ral.  to  Pet'b'g  and  thence  up  the  road  to  Lynchburg,  to  the  cross- 
ing of  Danville  road  and  thence  here.  He  will  go  to  Amelia  to- 
morrow morning,  &  return  next  Thursday.  He  has  been  to  the 
officer's  hospital  this  afternoon,  and  found  J.  Webb,  etc.,  doing 
well. 

Col.  Hoke  of  N.C.  spent  Friday  night  in  Danville  &  learned  that 
a  train  of  wounded  on  which  James  and  Whitted  were,  arrived 
there  at  10  at  night,  so  I  hope  that  James  came  to  you  on  Saturday 
night. 

Mr.  Van  Bakelyn  had  been  today  at  Drewry's  Bluff  and  heard 
that  John  and  Rob't  were  safe,  but  did  not  see  them.  Gen'l  W.  H. 
Walker228  of  that  Army  (Beauregard's)  was  captured  in  the  battle 
of  last  Friday,  and  is  in  the  [hands]  of  the  enemy.  Let  yr.  bro. 
George229  know  it. 

There  has  been  a  stirring  movement  of  troops  through  the  City 
today,  going  to  Gen'l  Lee.  It  is  now  stated,  and  no  dotibt  truly, 
that  he  has  fallen  back  to  Hanover  Junction  26  miles  from  this 
place  in  consequence  of  Grant's  landing  troops  at  Port  Royal,  be- 
low Fred'k'bg  to  outflank  him.  There  is  great  confidence  that  he 
will  defeat  Grant — drive  him  back  in  the  end. 

I  hear  nothing  further  of  interest  tonight. 

Ever  Affectionately  Yours 


228  William  S.  Walker.  Graham  made  an  error  in  his  use  of  H.  as  an  initial.  He 
was  apparently  still  thinking  of  William  H.    1.  Walker  of  Georgia. 

229  George  Washington  (1818-1894),  of  North  Carolina  and  Florida.  W.  A.  Graham 
Clark  (comp.),  "Descendants  of  James  Washington  (d.  1766)  of  Northampton  County, 
N.C,"  chart  of  December  15,  19,19,  in  the  Graham  Papei^,  Southern  Historical  Col- 
lection, Univer-sity  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  hereinafter  cited  as  Clark, 
"Washington  Descendants." 
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John  F.  MurriW^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh, 

May    23rd.,    1864. 

The  Confederate  tax  law,  after  imposing  a  tax  of  5  per.  ct.  on 
land  and  Slaves,  directs  that  all  such  property  purchased  since  some 
time  in  the  year  1862. 

1  suppose  the  calculation  of  the  framers  and  supporters  of  the 
Law  to  have  been  that  such  purchases  were  made  with  Confederate 
money. 

I  bought  a  plantation  in  October  last  for  six  thousand  dollars, 
($6,000)  and  gave  my  notes  five  years  after  date,  as  the  man  would 
not  sell  on  any  other  terms.  The  same  lands  are  valued  at  Twenty- 
five  hundred  dols.,  ($2,500.)  by  the  County  Board  of  valuation, 
and  upon  that  am't  the  State  and  County  taxes  are  levied  and  col- 
lected, as  would  also  have  been  the  Confederate  tax,  had  the  land 
changed  owners  since  1862.  The  tax,  as  you  know,  is  5  pr.  ct.,  and 
I  shall  have  to  pay  three  hundred  dollars,  ($300.)  tax  on  the  same 
lands  upon  which  the  former  owner  would  have  paid  one  hundred 
and  twenty -five  dollars.  ($125.  It  seems  to  me  that  Congress  must 
have  intended  this  different  assessment  to  reach  those  persons  who 
have  made  large  amoinits  of  Confederate  money,  and  invested  the 
same  in  Real  Estate,  and  not  to  such  as  have  purchased  upon  lo7ig 
credit  at  an  advanced  price. 

You  see  my  tax  on  the  same  lands  is  $175.  more  than  would  have 
been  the  former  owners,  and  1  have  gained  nothing  by  purchasing 
with   a  depreciated  currency. 

1  hope  you  will  give  the  matter  a  little  consideration,  and  if  you 
are  not  too  much  engaged  on  more  important  matters,  ask  the  pas- 
sage of  a  resolution  explaining  the  law  in  this  particular.  There 
may  be  many  others  similarly  circumstanced. 

We  miss  you  very  much  from  our  body,  but  hope  you  are  where 
yoiu'  services  will  be  more  benefit  to  our  State  and  Country. 


230  John  F.  Murrill  was  a  senator  from  Onslow  County  who  served  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  1862-1864.  John  L.  Cheney,  Jr.  (ed.).  North  Carolina  Government,  1385- 
1974  (Raleigh:  North  Carolina  Department  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  1975),  329,  here- 
inafter cited  as  Cheney,  North  Carolina  Government. 
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Newspaper  Account  of  William  A.  Graham's  Speech  on 

Habeas  Corpus^^^ 

The  resolution  instructing  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  suspending  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  when  the  present  law  suspending  the  said  writ  shall 
have  expired,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  proceeded  to  express  his  views 
in  opposition  to  the  present  law,  and  to  give  his  reasons  why,  in  his 
opinion,  another  law  to  the  same  effect  should  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  Graham  reviewed  at  length  the  present  law,  and  stated  his 
objection  to  it.  It  gave  the  President,  Secretary  of  War,  and  the 
commanding  General  west  of  the  Mississippi,  the  authority  to 
aiTest  and  incarcerate,  but  it  was  easy  to  show  that  though  this 
authority  was  by  law,  limited  to  these  personages,  in  fact  it  was 
given  to  the  military  authorities  throughout  the  country.  In  proof 
of  this,  he  read  General  Order  No.  1,  issued  from  the  War  De- 
partment immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  law  suspending  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Graham  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  law  be- 
cause it  was  violative  of  the  Constitution,  and  violative  of  private 
right;  it  interfered  with  State  legislation,  and  was  likely  to  excite 
dissatisfaction  among  the  people.  The  passage  of  this  law  had 
touched  a  nerve  of  exquisite  sensibility.  The  effusions  coming  up 
to  us  from  so  many  different  sources,  and  different  parts  of  the 
country,  were  not  the  clamor  of  politicians,  designed  to  put  the  ins 
out,  and  the  outs  in,  but  were  the  expression  of  the  genuine  senti- 
ment of  the  people.  The  people  had  given  their  blood,  their  treas- 
ure, their  children,  everything  to  the  cause,  and  they  do  not  think 
any  emergency  should  require  the  sacrifice  of  their  freedom. 
They  feel  that  with  this  power  in  the  hands  of  the  military,  any 
person  actuated  by  fear,  or  some  other  motive,  may  have  them 
at  any  moinent  cast  into  prison  without  resort.  They  do  not  feel 
that  it  is  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  a  few  spies  and 
disloyal  men,  to  put  every  person  between  the  Potomac  and  the 
Rio  Grande  under  a  feeling  of  terror  and  apprehension.  He  might 
be  asked,  what  he  would  do?  Would  he  let  spies  pass  through  the 
country,  and  disloyal  persons  and  enemies  inciting  slaves  to  in- 
surrection, and  stirring  up  dissatisfaction?  By  no  means.  Military 
commanders  had  the  right  to  arrest  all  such  persons,  and  put  them 


23*  Prom  tlie  Raleigh  Standard,  June  S,  1864.  Graham  made  the  a(l(hess  on  May  24, 
1864. 
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in  prison,  and  if  there  were  any  good  ground  for  their  arrest,  there 
was  no  danger  of  their  getting  out  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  Gen- 
erals should  take  the  responsibility,  of  such  arrests,  and  he  (Mr. 
Graham)  would  go  as  far  as  any  one  in  passing  a  bill  of  indemnity 
to  protect  Generals  who,  by  mistake  or  upon  false  information,  had 
arrested   innocent   persons. 

The  feeling  of  apprehension  produced  by  this  law  should  be 
removed  from  the  people  of  the  country.  The  people  should  be 
talked  to  with  reason  and  moderation.  He  did  not  allude  to  spies 
and  traitors.  But  if  Congress  would  explain  to  the  people  of  every 
section  of  countiy  in  whicli  there  might  be  dissatisfaction,  that 
everything  that  was  being  done  was  for  the  public  interest,  it 
would  receive  their  cordial  support.  Conciliation  with  our  people 
was  better  than  force  and  terror.  The  people  of  the  Sotith  were  a 
proud  and  sensitive  people,  and  they  know  that  those  high  in 
authority  derived  their  powers  from  them.  When  they  hear  of 
a  law  of  this  sort  they  say,  "what  have  I  done  that  such  a  law  should 
be  necessary?"  If  it  was  told  them,  "It  was  not  intended  for  you;" 
"I  don't  know^  that"  they  reply;  "some  spy  or  informer  or  other 
evil  disposed  person  may  lodge  information  which  will  cause  my 
arrest  and  imprisonment  without  remedy  under  this  law." 

But  the  greatest  objection  to  the  law  was  the  comfort  it  gave  to 
the  enemy;  Southern  emissaries  inight  go  North  and  explain  that 
we  were  a  united  people  and  all  that;  but  Mr.  Seward  will  tell 
them  that  this  is  all  false;  that  when  there  are  stich  stringent  meas- 
ures enacted  to  arrest  persons,  merely  upon  suspicion,  our  govern- 
ment can  have  no  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  people;  the 
people  are  in  such  a  condition  that  they  (the  Yankees)  have  only 
to  persevere  a  little  while  to  ensure  a  triumph.  This  law  not  only 
produces  despondence  and  despair  in  our  own  people,  but  it  ani- 
mates and  cheers  our  enemies. 

Mr.  Graham  then  spoke  of  North  Carolina.  If  any  one  supposed 
that  anything  in  the  condition  of  the  State  had  at  any  time  called 
for  the  passage  of  this  law,  that  opinion  was,  in  his  belief,  erron- 
eous. When  Lincoln,  by  his  proclamation,  had  declared  war,  she 
said  there  was  no  neutrality  for  her.  She  threw  herself,  heart  and 
soul,  into  the  contest,  and  in  the  manner  in  which  she  had  borne 
herself,  in  her  contribution  to  the  cause,  of  men  and  means,  in  the 
valor  of  her  sons  on  every  battle  field,  she  might  well  challenge 
comparison  with  any  State  in  the  Confederacy.  He  had  learned 
from  the  Adjtitant  General  of  North  Carolina  that  the  State  had 
contributed  to  the  war  ninety-seven  thousand,  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-six  men,  besides  two  regiments,  the  muster-rolls  of  which 
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had  not  been  received.  Of  this  number  there  were  now  fifty  thou- 
sand in  the  field.  When  General  Lee  began  the  fight  in  the  Wilder- 
ness, with  that  army  which  was  the  admiration  of  the  world,  one- 
half  of  them  were  North  Carolinians.  He  knew  not  what  was  the 
number  now,  reduced  by  the  dead  who  were  under  the  sod,  and  the 
wounded  in  the  hospitals. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  Graham  said  he  had  thought  it 
necessary  to  express  his  views,  on  this  law,  because  it  had  come  be- 
fore the  Senate  in  two  forms — the  bill  to  provide  compensation  to 
a  commissioner  appointed  under  the  law,  and  the  resolution  now 
under  discussion.  He  did  not  think  another  law  to  suspend  the  writ 
either  necessary  or  expedient.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he 
was  content  that  tiie  present  law  should  remain  in  force  until  it 
expired  by  limitation.  H  thought  the  burden  imposed  by  it  on  the 
necks  of  the  people  should  be  withdrawn;  yet  if  a  bill  properly 
guarded,  suspending  the  writ  o^  habeas  corpus  should  be  brought 
forward,  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  withhold  his  vote. 


William  A.  Graham  to 

Daniel  L.  Russell  UNC:  carter 

Richmond, 

May  24th.,  1864. 

Your  letter,  with  those  of  Messrs.  Donnell,  Little,  8c  Warren,  in 
relation  to  your  son  Capt.  Daniel  Russell,  was  duly  received. 

I  waited  on  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  whom  it  is  possible  to 
have  only  short  interviews,  and  brought  the  case  to  his  notice.  He 
replied  that  the  demand  of  Gov.  Vance  to  have  him  released  as  a 
State  officer,  could  not  be  admitted;  but  Gen'l  Whiting  had  been 
ordered  to  send  on  the  record  of  the  case,  and  the  matter  should  be 
considered  when  it  came. 

I  regret  that  I  can  give  you  no  further  satisfaction  in  relation  to 
it.  But,  from  the  manner  of  the  Secy,  I  inferred  that  he  inclined  to 
giant  the  relief  asked,  but  wished  to  negative  the  claim  of  Gov. 
Vance.  I  will  write  you  again  should  any  thing  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge, concerning  the  affair. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  slaughter  of  the  recent  battles,  the 
contest  is  not  decided.  The  operations  around  this  City  will  per- 
haps continue  all  summer.  I  write  in  haste. 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  129 

Daniel  H.  Hill  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Camp  at  Bacon's  Farm, 
May  25th.,  1864. 

We  have  not  heard  for  several  days  from  Joseph,  8c  are  anxious 
about  him.  Gen'l  Beauregard  is  unwilling  for  me  to  leave  him  just 
now,  &:  I  cannot  get  in. 

Please  let  me  know  whether  the  package  sent  by  Maj.  Morrison 
has  been  rec'd,  and  if  anything  can  be  done  in  my  case.  Feeling 
that  I  have  always  done  my  duty  at  all  times,  Sc  under  all  circum- 
stances, I  find  it  very  hard  to  bear  the  despotism  of  Mr.  Davis. 

In  an  interview  with  him  after  I  was  relieved  by  Gen'l  Bragg,232 
I  was  unfortunate  enough  to  make  him  mad,  and  his  treatment 
has  been  the  result  of  his  malignant  feelings,  excited  thereby. 

If  convenient,  please  drop  me  a  line  to  the  care  of  Gen'l  Beau- 
regard, Sc  sent  through  Adj't  Gen'l's  Office. 

If  engaged  on  more  important  matters,  I  hope  that  you  will  not 
trouble  yourself  about  this. 

William  A.  Graham  to 
Susan  Washington  Graham  A&H 

Richmond, 

May  25th,  1864. 

My  Dear  Wife 

I  send  this  by  Wm.  who  will  mail  it  at  Raleigh;  and  enclose  a 
letter  I  received  today,  from  John,  though  it  is  hardly  legible,  and 


232  Braxton  Bragg  (1817-1876),  of  Warren  County,  a  brother  of  Thomas  Bragg, 
was  a  graduate  of  West  Point  who  sei-ved  with  distinction  in  the  Mexican  War,  re- 
ceiving three  brevets.  After  resigning  from  the  army  in  1856,  he  was  a  success  fill 
Louisiana  sugar  planter  antl  commissioner  of  public  works.  On  the  way  to  becoming 
a  full  Confederate  general,  Bragg  was  Albert  Sidney  Johnston's  chief  of  staff  and 
commander  of  the  Confederate  right  at  Shiloh.  In  June,  1862,  he  became  commander 
of  the  Army  of  Tennessee.  Bragg,  irritable  and  quarrelsome,  made  many  enemies; 
and,  although  he  was  a  good  organizer,  he  demonstrated  his  incapacity  for  high 
command.  Several  of  his  subordinates,  including  D.  H.  Hill,  petitionetl  for  his  re- 
moval. Despite  the  frequent  complaints  about  Bragg,  President  Davis  appointed  him 
special  military  adviser,  a  post  he  held  from  February,  1864,  to  January,  1865.  Mean- 
while, Hill  was  consigned  to  a  military  limbo.  Many  Southerners  regartled  Bragg  as 
Davis's  evil  genius.  He  was  captured  with  Davis  in  Georgia  on  May  9,  1865.  After 
receiving  a  parole,  Bragg  became  a  civil  engineer  in  Texas.  In  Bragg's  defense  it 
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is  not  in  a  very  cheerful  tone.  Such,  however  are  the  vicissitudes 
of  War.  I  am  thankful  that  he  and  Rob't  are  yet  safe,  notwithstand- 
ing the  disasters  to  their  Reg't,  from  blundering  Generalship.233 

I  have  left  the  Ballard  House,  and  am  boarding  with  Mr.  Gil- 
mer234  at  the  house  [of]  Mr.  Norfleet  a  nephew  of  Dr.  Roan,235 
and  am  more  quietly  situated  than  I  was  there.  Geo.  L.  Washing- 
ton236  is  here  today,  sent  to  try  and  get  an  exchange  of  Gen'l 
Walker,  for  one  of  the  Yankee  Gen'l's,  Hickman237  or  Wessels. 
Geo.  says,  Gen'l  W's  leg  has  been  amputated.  He  was  sent  by  Beau- 
regard, under  flag  of  truce,  to  Butler's  lines  for  the  same  object,  but 
Butler  refused  notice  of  the  communication  because  addressed  to 
"the  Commander  of  U.  S.  forces" — not  recognizing  him.  So  he  is 
sent  there  to  see  if  our  authorities  will  not  make  a  proposition  for 
this    object. 

Expectation  is  on  tiptoe  for  the  great  battle  between  Lee  and 
Grant,  near  Hanover  junction  26  miles  from  here — troops  appear 
daily  in  the  streets  going  to  Lee-Breckenridge's  command,  some 
6,000,  have  also  joined  him;  and  it  [is]  hoped  he  has  force  suffi- 
cient for  a  victory — but  the  contest  will  be  most  sanguinary. 

No  telegrams  have  been  rec'd  today,  of  which  I  have  heard.  The 
falling  back  of  Johnston  in  Ga.  is  regarded  as  unfortunate,  though 
it  may  be  only  strategic,  to  give  advantageous 

should  be  noted  that  he  was  a  genuine  patriot  of  the  Confetlerate  cause  and  that 
some  of  his  problems  in  pei^onal  relations  may  have  been  attributable  to  a  painful 
chronic  physical  disorder — migraine  headaches.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography, 
II,  585-587;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  78-79. 

233  xhe  Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  in  which  John  W.  and  Robert  D. 
Graham  were  officers,  had  been  heavily  engaged  in  the  Drewry's  Bluff  campaign. 
This  letter  suggests  dissatisfaction  with  the  generalship  of  William  Henry  Chase 
Whiting  whose  inaction  may  have  resulted  in  a  lost  opportimity  to  crush  Butler's 
army.  Whiting  afterwards  asked  to  be  retinned  to  Wilmington,  and  the  generous 
Beauregard  giantetl  his  request  without  commenting  publicly  on  his  performance 
in  the  actions  of  May,  1864,  around  Drewry's  Bluff.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary, 
249,916. 

2"^'*  John  Adams  Gilmer,  now  a  Confederate  congressman. 

235  Dr.  Felix  Roan. 

236  George  Lawrence  Washington  (1842-1892),  Graham's  nephew.  Clark,  "Washing- 
ton Descentlants.  " 

237  Charles  Adam  Heckman  (1822-1896),  of  New  Jersey,  was  a  brigadier  general  in 
the  Army  of  the  James  and  commanded  the  defenses  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth.  He 
was  captured  on  May  16,  1864,  at  Drewry's  Bluff  when  his  brigade  was  overwhelmed 
during  a  heavy  fog.  He  was  exchanged  in  September,  1864,  but  prior  to  that  time 
was  one  of  fifty-one  Federal  officers  who  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  Union  batteries 
then  shelling  Charleston.  His  sid)sequent  military  career  was  undistinguished  and 
in  late  March,  1865,  he  was  relievetl  of  command  and  ordered  home.  Warner, 
Generals  in  Blue,  226-227. 

238  Gen.  Joseph  Eggleston  Johnston  had  relieved  Braxton  Bragg  and  at  this  time 
commanded   the  Army  of  Tennessee.  Confronted  by  superior  forces,  Johnston  was 
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I  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  against  the  suspension  of 
Habeas  Corpus,  but  will  not  find  time  to  repeat  my  remarks,  they 
were  attentively  received  by  the  Senate. 

There  is  now  some  doubt  as  to  the  adjournment  next  Tuesday 
and  the  session  may  continue  some  days  longer. 

My  love  to  dear  Sissy  &:  the  boys,  and  to  Sister  E. 

Ever  Affectionately 

Confederate  Passport  A&H 

Confederate  States  of  America 


Department  of  State 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come — Greeting: 
I,  the  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  bearer  hereof,  William  A. 
Graham,  of  No.  Carolina,  whose  signature  is  annexed,  is  a  member 
of  the  Senate  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  I  do  notify 
all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the  said  William  A.  Graham,  pursu- 
ant to  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  Congress,  approved  23rd  May 
1864,  and  hereunto  subjoined,  is  entitled,  without  any  other  evi- 
dence than  this  Certificate,  to  travel  in  all  parts  of  the  Confederate 
States,  except  to  visit  an  Army  or  vessel  of  war  against  the  orders 
of  the  Commanding  Officer  thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  J.  P.  BENJAMIN,  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  have  hereunto  subscribed  my 
name,  and  caused  the  Seal  of  the  Department  of  State  to  be  affixed 
at  Richmond,  this  26th.  day  of  May  1864. 

J.  P.  Benjamin239 
Secretary  of  State 

Signature  of 
W.  A.  Graham 

forced  periodically  to  withdraw  further  into  Georgia.  Rome  had  recently  been  aban- 
doned antl  on  the  nights  of  May  19,  20  the  Confederates  had  retired  from  positions 
around  Cassville  to  Allatoona  Pass.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  30-M. 

239judah  Philip  Benjamin  (1811-1884)  was  born  in  the  Danish  West  Indies  of 
Portuguese  Jewish  parents.  He  was  brought  to  Charleston  as  a  child  and  attended 
the  Fayetteville  Acatlemy  and  Yale  College.  In  1831  he  moved  to  New  Orleans  where 
he  tutored  English,  engaged  in  various  business  pursuits,  antl  studied  law.  He  be- 
came a  successful  and  wealthy  lawyer  and  sugar  planter.  Benjamin  represented 
Louisiana  in  the  United  States  Senate,  I85'M861,  fiist  as  a  Whig  but  later  a  Demo- 
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William  Horton  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh,  N.C. 
May  27th,  1864 

Your  favor  of  the  25th  inst  was  reed,  today  and  in  reply  I  have 
to  say  that  I  did  not  intend  to  accuse  the  subordinate  or  local  as- 
sessors and  collectors  of  negligence  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
They  failed  to  discharge  their  duties  simply  for  the  want  of  blanks, 
which  was  the  result  of  negligence  somewhere  in  that  department 
or  it  might  possibly  have  been  in  the  mails.  Very  few  in  my  county 
(Watauga)  have  paid  their  taxes  for  the  year  1863  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  it  is  the  case  to  some  extent  in  Ashe. 

I  was  of  the  opinion  that  Congress  could  afford  us  relief  simply 
by  a  resolution  authorizing  the  tax  collector  to  receive  the  old  issue 
at  par,  which  of  course  would  be  nothing  more  than  justice  as  it 
was  not  the  fault  of  the  taxpayer  that  it  was  not  paid  before  the 
time  expired  for  funding. 

Daniel  H.  Hill  to  William,  A.  Graham,  UNC 

Camp  near  Walthall  Junction, 
May  27th.,  1864. 

Your  kind  favor  has  just  been  rec'd,  &  I  feel  tnaly  grateful  for 
your  sympathy. 


crat  when  the  Democracy  became  the  bastion  of  Southern  rights.  One  of  the  fii>>t 
Southern  senators  to  advise  secession  after  Lincoln's  election,  he  served  the  Con- 
federacy as  attorney  general,  secretary  of  war,  and  secretary  of  state,  holding  the 
latter  post  for  just  over  three  years. 

While  Benjamin  was  secretary  of  war,  the  South  lost  Roanoke  Island  and  Forts 
Henry  and  Donelson,  for  which  he  was  blamed.  Reasoning  that  few  Southerners 
recognized  the  Souths  limitations,  Davis  was  adamant  in  his  defense  of  Benjamin 
and  extravagant  in  his  praise.  Davis  cheated  an  irate  Confederate  Congress  of  its 
prey  by  appointing  his  friend  secretary  of  state.  As  Davis's  atlministration  became 
more  unpopular,  Benjamin's  alienation  from  the  Southern  people  became  complete 
and  he  was  the  subject  of  bitter  criticism.  When  the  plight  of  the  outmanned  South 
became  more  apparent,  Benjamin  supported  the  controversial  plan  to  arm  slaves, 
with  emancipation  to  be  their  reward.  He  publicly  advocated  such  a  course  on 
February  9,  1865,  in  a  widely  debated  speech.  Faithful  to  Davis  until  the  war's  end 
was  imminent,  Benjamin  fled  to  England  where  he  became  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished members  of  the  English  bar.  1  here,  he  published  a  learned  Treatise  on  the 
Law  of  Sale  of  Public  Property.  In  1872  he  receivetl  an  appointment  as  the  queen's 
counsel.  Benjamin  died  in  Paris  and  was  interred  there,  far  from  the  South  he  sought 
to  sei-ve.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  II,  181-186;  Biographical  Directory  of 
Congress,  542. 
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The  package  was  sent  by  Maj.  Morrison  the  day  before  the  R. 
Road  was  cut,  ^  I  suppose  has  been  lost.  I  send  you  the  material 
portion  of  the  correspondence,  with  the  exception  of  Gen'l 
Cooper's240letter  of  the  10th.  Feb.,  tendering  service  at  Charleston. 
In  this,  he  gives  the  President's  reason  for  not  nominating  me  to 
the  Senate,  that  the  law  required  a  Lt.  Gen'l  to  command  an  Army 
Corps,  and  that  there  was  no  Army  Corps  for  me. 

The  following  reasons  will  show  the  fallacy,  (not  to  call  it  by  a 
harsher  name)  of  this  extraordinary  position.  1st.,  A  Lt.  Gen'l  is 
not  required  to  command  an  Army  Corps,  any  more  than  a  Major 
Gen'l  a  Division,  a  Brigadier  a  Brigade,  or  a  Colonel  a  Regiment, 
and  such  officers  to  this  hour  are  in  command  of  Dept's,  Districts, 
and  Posts. 

2nd.  When  no  Corps  could  be  found  for  me,  Sc  that  was  given 
as  a  reason  for  my  being  dropped,  a  Corps  was  found  for  Gen'l 
Hood.241 

3rd.  At  the  very  time  it  was  thought  improper  for  me  to  have 
any  other  Command  than  a  Dept.,  Lt.  Gen'l  Smith242  was  com- 
manding the  Dept.  of  Trans-Mississippi,  Lt.  Gen'l  Longstreet  of 


240  Samuel  Cooper,  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  was  the  highest  ranking  Confederate 
officer. 

241  John  Bell  Hood  (1831-1879),  of  Kentucky,  graduated  from  West  Point  in  1853. 
After  sei"ving  in  California  and  Texas,  he  resignetl  as  first  lieutenant,  accepting  the 
same  rank  in  the  Confederate  army.  No  man  rose  so  rapidly  as  Hood  who  was  pro- 
moted brigadier  general  (March,  1862),  major  general  (October,  1862),  lieutenant 
general  (February,  1864,  to  rank  from  September,  1863),  and  to  the  temporary  rank 
of  full  general  (July,  1864-January,  1865).  He  fought  at  Yorktown;  Gainess  Mill; 
Second  Manassas;  Antietam;  Fretiericksburg;  Gettysburg — where  he  lost  an  arm; 
Chickamauga — where  he  lost  a  leg;  in  the  defense  of  Atlanta — where  he  commanded; 
and  in  the  bloody  failures  of  the  Franklin  and  Nashville  campaign.  Hood  was  with- 
out peer  as  a  combat  leader  at  the  brigade  and  divisional  level.  Although  he  failetl  as 
an  administrator  and  strategist,  Hood  excelled  as  a  corps  or  army  commander. 
Despite  his  wounds  and  defeats  he  loved  to  fight  and  instilled  this  quality  in  the 
men  he  led.  After  the  war  Hood  was  a  factor  and  commission  merchant  in  New 
Orleans  where  he  died  in  1879  of  yellow  fever  as  did  his  wife  and  eldest  child.  Boat- 
ner,  Ciinl  War  Dictionary,  407 -40S;  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  142-143. 

242  Edmund  Rirby  Smith  (1824-1893)  was  born  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  to  New 
England  parents.  He  graduated  from  West  Point  in  1845,  was  twice  brevetted  in 
Mexico,  taught  mathematics  at  West  Point,  and  campaigned  against  the  Indians  on 
the  Texas  frontier.  He  entered  Confederate  sewice  as  a  lieutenant  colonel  and  was 
rapidly  promoted  to  brigadier,  major,  lieutenant,  and  full  general,  achieving  the 
latter  rank  in  Februai-y,  1864.  Smith  gained  distinction  at  First  Manassas  and  in 
Bragg's  invasion  of  Kentucky.  F"rom  1862  to  1865  he  commanded  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department.  He  was  the  last  Confederate  general  in  the  field,  and  his  hopeless- 
ly isolated  position  finally  forced  his  surrender  on  May  26,  1865.  After  the  war 
Smith  was  president  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  1  elegraph  Company,  chancellor  of 
the  Univei^ity  of  Nashville  and  after  1875  professor  of  mathematics  at  the  University 
of  the  South.  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  279-280. 
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Dep't  of  East  Tennessee,  &:  Lt.  Gen'l  Polk, 243  of  Dep't  of  Missis- 
sippi. 

4th.  It  was  suggested  to  the  President  that  I  could  be  sent  to 
Charleston  with  the  nominal  rank  of  Lt.  Gen'l,  but  still  subordi- 
nate to  Gen'l  Beauregard,  &  that  this  might  be  done  without  preju- 
dice to  the  service,  &  would  save  my  feelings.  He  replied  that  it  was 
a  Maj.  Gen'l's  command,  and  must  be  given  to  a  Maj.  Gen'l.  At 
that  very  time,  the  name  of  Lt.  Gen'l  Pemberton,  (as  His  Excel- 
lency himself  stated)  had  been  submitted  to  Gen'l  Beauregard  for 
that  position. 

Since  that  time,  promotion  to  Lt.  Generalcy  has  been  offered  to 
Gen'ls  R.  Ransom  Sc  Whiting. 

But  it  is  not  worth  while  to  follow  this  insincere  &:  untruthful 
reason.  The  whole  brunt  of  my  offence  is,  that  in  an  interview  with 
His  Excellency,  I  made  him  angry  by  telling  him  that  he  had 
discriminated  between  me  and  Gen'l  Polk,  that  we  had  both  been 
relieved  by  Gen'l  Bragg.  He,  (Davis)  had  restored  Polk,  given  him 
another  command,  and  a  complimentary  letter,  while  he  had  kept 
me  out  of  the  field,  though  Gen'l  Bragg  had  stated  that  he  had  no 
fault  to  find  with  me  as  a  soldier.  For  this,  the  President  resolved 
to  punish  me,  wound  my  feelings,  and  degrade  me  in  public  esti- 
mation. 

Please  show  this  correspondence  to  Senator  Orr.  He  seems  not 
to  be  afraid  of  His  Excellency,  like  the  most  of  the  members. 

I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  these  matters.  But,  unless  some- 
thing is  done  now,  I  am  a  degraded  man  for  life,  though  I  feel,  Sc 
know,  that  I  have  always  done  my  whole  duty. 


243  The  reference  here  is  to  Leonidas  Polk  (1806-1864),  a  North  Carolina  kinsman 
of  James  K.  Polk  who  came  from  the  same  sturdy  Scotch-Irish  stock.  Before  graduat- 
ing from  the  United  States  Military  Academy  in  1827,  Polk  was  converted  by  the 
West  Point  chaplain.  His  life  was  dramatically  changed.  He  resigned  his  commission, 
gratluated  from  the  Virginia  Theological  Seminary,  and  enteretl  the  Episcopal 
ministry.  As  missionaiy  bishop  of  the  Southwest  Polk  traveled  5,000  miles  in  his 
first  six  months  of  service.  In  1841  he  was  named  bishop  of  Louisiana.  He  tried 
vainly  to  be  both  a  successful  bishop  and  sugar  planter,  but  his  plantation  was  a 
financial  failure.  At  one  time  he  was  the  enlightened  master  of  four  hundretl  slaves. 
When  the  Civil  War  erupted,  Polk  believed  that  the  South's  cause  was  sacred,  and  he 
offered  his  services  to  President  Jefferson  Davis,  a  former  West  Point  contemporary. 
His  appointment  as  a  general  officer  was  made  partly  for  its  psychological  and  moral 
effect;  but  although  his  senice  in  the  West  was  controversial,  Polk  was  an  effective 
corps  commander,  considering  his  limited  experience.  He  was  killed  at  Pine  Moun- 
tain, near  Marietta,  Georgia,  in  June,  1864.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XV, 
39-40;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  651-65H. 
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James  A.  Seddon  to  William  A.  Graham.  UNC 

Richmond,  Va. 
May  28th,   1864. 

I  have  considered  the  application  of  Capt.  Foy244  for  authority 
to  raise  two  companies  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  submitted 
by  you. 

In  reply  1  have  the  honor  to  say  that  our  leading  Generals  have 
made  urgent  representations  of  the  mischievous  effects  resulting 
from  the  issue  of  such  authorities,  and  by  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  Department  has  ceased  to  grant  them.  An  exception  can 
not  be  made  in  this  case. 

W.  P.  Wilkiiis  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Roxboro,  N.C., 
May  28th,   1864. 

My  Richmond  paper  (the  ''Whig')  does  not  report  your  speech 
on  the  repeal  of  the  law  suspending  Habeas  Corpus.  If  the  speech 
was  reported  at  all  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  send  me  a  copy. 

You  would  also  oblige  me  by  sending  (if  you  can  conveniently 
do  so)  a  copy  of  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Impressment 
law,  as  to  issuing  specie  certificates;  also  of  the  tax  law.  Should 
Congress  pass  any  other  laws  of  general  interest,  we  should  be  glad 
to  receive  through  you  one  or  two  printed  copies  as  our  own  mails 
and  papers  are  now  very  irregularly  reed,  and  when  received  do 
not  often  contain  the  laws  until  long  after  their  passage. 

Your  friends  here,  1  am  gratified  to  state  are  much  pleased  with 
the  course  you  have  thought  proper  to  pursue  in  regard  to  Habeas 
Corpus  and  the  vindication  of  North  Carolina;  and  we  are  also 
particularly  pleased  with  Mr.  Gilmer's  remarks  upon  the  same 
subjects  while  the  Conservative  people  generally,  I  believe,  feel 
mortified  and  disappointed  at  the  course  of  Mr.  Gaither.^^  It 
is  well  known  that  his  remarks  in  vindication  of  the  President 


244  Yi^jg  ig  probably  Christopher  D.  Foy  who  was  captain  of  Company  H,  Sixty- 
seventh  North  Carolina  Regiment,  which  was  raised  from  Duplin,  Jones,  and  Craven 
counties.  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  III,  704. 

245  Confederate  Congressman  Burgess  S.  Gaither  pertmbed  many  North  Carolin- 
ians by  consistently  supporting  the  Davis  administration.  Yearns,  Confederate  Con- 
gress, 22\. 
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are  not  true.  He  speaks,  to  my  mind,  like  one  employed  to  excuse 
and  gloss  over  a  bad  action. 

No  news  of  interest.  Mr.  Reade^^e  is  home,  as  well  as  usual  8c 
pleased  with  his  judicial  experience  in  the  mountains. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham        A&H 

Richmond, 

May  30th,  1864 

My  Dear  Wife 

Yours  of  24th.  is  received  today.  I  am  glad  to  learn  from  it  that 
James  is  recovering  so  well. 

Congress  today  agreed  to  postpone  the  adjournment  till  the  7th. 
of  June,  when  I  think,  it  will  certainly  adjourn.  John  came  to  the 
city  this  morning  Sc  took  breakfast  with  me,  Sc  returned  on  train  at 
3  o'clock.  He  and  Rob't  are  still  in  Beauregard's  army,  near  the  half 
way  station  on  the  Petersburg  R.  Road,  in  trenches  not  far  from 
the  enemy's  front.  He  says  there  is  shelling  now  and  then,  but 
generally  quiet  in  that  quarter.  He  left  Rob't  very  well.  He  expects 
to  go  to  Wm's  wedding,  &:  was  to  get  some  articles  he  would  need. 
I  expected  to  see  him  again,  but  he  went  to  the  hospital,  and  I  to 
the  Senate,  and  he  did  not  return  to  me.  I  am  truly  thankful  that 
he  and  Rob't  have  been  so  far  spared. 

I  attended  yesterday  evening  the  funeral  of  a  son  of  Judge  Wat- 
son,247  a  senator  from  Miss^pi,  who  died  of  a  wound  received  some 
ten  miles  from  here  last  Monday.  The  services  were  at  the  Church 
of  Dr.  Hoge,  and  very  impressive.  There  has  been  heavy  cannonad- 


246  Edwin  G.  Reatle  of  Roxboro. 

247  John  William  Clark  Watson  (1808-1890),  of  V^irginia  and  Mississippi,  graduated 
from  the  law  school  of  the  Univereity  of  Virginia  in  1830.  After  practicing  his  pro- 
fession in  Abingdon,  Virginia,  from  1831  to  1845,  he  removed  to  Holly  Springs, 
Mississippi,  where  he  was  to  reside  until  his  death.  In  Mississippi  he  continued  his 
political  activities  and  was  soon  an  influential  member  of  the  Whig  party.  As  a 
member  of  the  Mississippi  Convention  of  1851  he,  with  the  majority,  opposed  seces- 
sion. In  I860  he  established  a  newspaper  in  Holly  Springs  and  sought  to  stem  the 
rising  disunion  sentiment.  He  reluctantly  accepted  Mississippi's  secession  and  held 
several  offices  in  the  Confederate  government  including  a  senatorship  in  1864-1865; 
he  also  lost  two  sons  killed  during  the  war.  A  member  of  the  convention  of  1865, 
Watson  approved  its  work  although  he  consistently  opposed  doing  anything  to  antag- 
onize the  victors.  In  1868  he  led  the  successful  fight  against  the  constitution  drafted 
by  the  "Black  and  Tan  "  convention  and  was  active  in  overturning  the  Ames  ad- 
ministration. From  1876  to  1882  he  was  a  circuit  court  judge  reputed  to  be  a  "terror 
to  evil  doers.  "  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XIX,  547. 
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ing  this  afternoon  down  James  River,  and  it  is  supposed  our  Iron 
Clads,  3  in  number,  are  shelling  Butler's  Camp.  The  great  armies 
of  Lee  and  Grant  confront  each  other,  both  on  this  side  of  the 
Pamunkey,  10  or  12  miles  from  here,  and  a  battle  is  supposed  to  be 
imminent.  Large  quantities  of  ammunition  were  sent  out  yesterday 
in  waggons.  There  is  much  confidence  felt,  that  Lee  will  drive 
the  enemy  back.  For  the  past  two  days,  the  accounts  from  Gen'l 
Johnston  in  Georgia,  are  favorable,  that  is,  he  has  had  two  engage- 
ments, &:  been  successful  in  both.^^s 

I  have  been  bothered  by  the  derangement  of  my  trunk  lock,  ^ 
had  a  new  one  in  part,  put  on  today,  at  the  price  of  $25.  1  dined 
this  afternoon  with  Judge  Lyons,249  with  a  small  party  of  gentle- 
men, Gov'r  Smith,25o  Mr.  Baldwin,25i  Maj.  Gen'l  Ransom,252  Lt. 
Gov.   Montague253  of  Va.,  member  of  House  Reps.  &:  Mr.  Jas. 


24«  Johnston  had  checked  Sherman  at  Dallas  (New  Hope  Church)  May  25-May  27 
only  to  be  outflanked  to  the  east.  He  was  forced  to  fall  back  to  new  positions  in 
hopes  of  protecting  the  vital  railroad  linking  Atlanta  and  north  Georgia  and  Tennes- 
see. Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  32. 

249  William  Henry  Lyons  was  a  Richmond  attorney  and  jurist. 

250  William  "Extra  Billy"  Smith  (1796-1887)  was  one  of  Virginia  s  remarkable  men 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  A  lawyer  and  a  Democrat,  he  was  a  state  senator,  1836- 
1841;  successful  mail  contractor;  United  States  congressman,  1841-1843  and  1853-1861; 
Virginia  governor,  1846-1849,  and  1864-1865;  Confederate  congressman;  and  Con- 
federate brigadier  general.  After  the  war  he  farmed  his  estate  Monterosa  in  Fauquier 
County.  Smith's  retirement  from  public  life  was  interrupted  when,  at  the  age  of 
eighty,  he  was  elected  to  the  Virginia  House  of  Delegates  where  he  sewed  from  1877 
to  1879.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XVII,  361. 

251  John  Brown  Baldwin  (1820-1873),  of  Staunton,  Virginia,  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools,  Staunton  Academy,  and  the  University  of  Virginia.  After 
reading  law  with  his  father.  Judge  Briscoe  G.  Baldwin,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1841  and  established  a  successful  practice  in  his  hometown.  A  Union  Whig  in 
politics,  he  opposed  secession  until  the  people  of  Virginia  had  sanctioned  the  ordi- 
nance; then  he  decided  that  his  duty  lay  with  his  state.  He  was  appointed  inspector 
general  of  Virginia  troops  and  was  later  colonel  of  the  Fifty-second  Virginia  Infantry, 
seeing  active  service  in  West  Virginia.  While  at  the  front  he  was  elected  to  the  first 
Confederate  Congress.  He  was  returned  thereafter  until  the  war  ended.  In  October, 
1865,  he  was  elected  to  the  state  House  of  Delegates  and  was  chosen  speaker — a  posi- 
tion he  filled  with  exceptional  ability.  The  mles  of  procedure  he  evolved,  known  as 
"Baldwin's  rules,"  were  long  used  by  his  successors.  He  was  a  constructive  con- 
servative who  was  influential  in  the  return  of  Virginia  to  the  Union.  During  his 
last  years  of  life  Baldwin,  whose  health  was  declining,  took  no  active  part  in  politics 
but  continued  his  Staunton  legal  practice.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  I,  536. 

252  Robert  Ransom,  Jr.,  of  North  Carolina. 

253  Robert  Latane  Montague  (1819-1880),  of  Virginia,  was  a  graduate  of  William 
and  Mary  College;  a  highly  successful  lawyer;  commonwealth  attorney;  secessionist 
delegate  ^o  and  president  of  the  Convention  of  1861;  lieutenant  governor,  1860-1864; 
member  of  the  second  Confederate  Congress;  member  of  the  House  of  Delegates 
(1872);  and  district  court  jutlge  from  1875  until  his  death.  Lyon  Gardiner  1  yler  (ed.), 
Encyclopedia  of  Virginia  Biography  (New  York:  Lewis  Historical  Publishing  Com- 
pany, 5  volumes,  1915),  111,42,  hereinafter  cited  as  Tyler,  Virginia  Biography. 
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Lyons,254  father  of  the  Judge,  and  had  quite  a  pleasant  party. 

My  present  boarding  house,  Mr.  Norfleet's,  is  much  more  pleas- 
ant than  the  hotel,  which  I  have  just  left.  Messrs.  Gilmer  & 
Bridgers255  of  N.C.  are  my  fellow  boarders. 

I  met  Bryan  Cobb256  on  the  public  grounds  this  evening  on 
crutches  from  wound.  He  is  getting  well,  &  will  go  home  tomor- 
row. Dr.  Jones  of  Chapel  Hill  has  gone  to  the  Army  to  look  after  a 
son  of  his,  who  has  lost  a  leg.  Judge  Person's257  son  is  in  hospital 
here,  badly  wounded,  and  in  some  danger.  Cripples,  armed  Regi- 
ments, bands  of  Yankee  prisoners,  long  trains  of  ambulances,  meet 
you  ever  and  anon  in  the  streets.  It  is  truly  an  awful  trial,  through 
which  the  Country  is  passing. 

Mr.  James  Patterson  is  here  with  a  wounded  son.  I  will  send  this 
by  him  or  T.  Webb.  Mr.  Wm.  Johnston  is  here  also,  about  Rail- 
road matters.  Tell  Anderson  to  watch  the  wheat  at  Ray's  till  har- 


254  James  Lyons  (1801-1882),  of  Richmond,  attended  William  and  Mary  College 
and  became  an  eminent  lawyer.  A  trusted  and  popular  leader.  Lyons  was  a  state 
legislator;  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Con\ention  of  1850;  membei  of  the  Con- 
federate Congiess.  1862  1864.  having  replaced  John  lyler;  and  an  ardent  advocate  of 
internal  improvements  and  public  education.   Fyler,  Virginia  liiograpliy,  111,41-42- 

2'^5  Robert  Rufus  Bridgers  (1819-1888).  of  Edgecombe  County,  was  at  this  time  a 
member  of  the  Confederate  Congress.  He  gnaduated  from  the  Lhiixersity  of  North 
Carolina  first  in  the  class  of  1841.  He  immechately  l)ecame  a  lawyer  and  achieved 
distinction  through  his  al)ility  and  (hligence.  A  staunch  Democrat,  he  served  in  the 
state  legislature  as  a  commoner  in  1844  and  from  1856  to  1861.  Although  he  was 
not  a  fervei^.t  secessionist.  Bridgers  favored  a  convention  in  1861.  expecting  that 
secession  would  result.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  1862  1865, 
and  supported  the  Davis  administration  to  the  extent  his  constituents  would  sus- 
tain. Bridgerss  abiding  interest,  however,  was  not  law  or  politics.  He  became  a 
highly  successfid  businessman,  manufacturer,  and  railroad  builder.  He  had  or- 
ganized and  developed  a  larboro  bank  of  which  he  became  president  in  1851.  During 
the  1850s  he  acquired  large  landholdings  which  he  operated  as  a  highly  pro- 
ductive plantation.  In  1860  he  became  a  director  of  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon 
Railroad,  a  company  he  had  improved  significantly  by  promoting  a  I  arl)oro  link. 
He  vainly  urgeil  both  the  railroad  and  the  Confederate  government  to  pro(hice 
large  c]uantities  of  cotton  for  export  so  as  to  establish  Southern  credit  abroad. 
During  the  war  he  revamj)ed  the  facilities  for  the  mining  and  manufacture  of 
iron  in  Lincoln  and  adjacent  counties  (the  "High  Shoals  property").  The  iron- 
works supplied  nails  and  plows  to  C^arolina  farmers  and  was  allegedly  the  second 
largest  such  pioducer  in  the  Confederacy.  When  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon 
resumed  operations  in  the  fail  of  1865.  liridgers  was  elected  president.  For  the 
next  twenty-thiee  years,  thirteen  of  which  he  was  also  general  superintendent,  he, 
as  president,  sought  to  improve  and  expand  the  line  which  was  to  be  the  Atlantic 
Coast  Line  Railroad.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  III.  ,S'i-,S4. 

2.5H  liiyan  W.  Cobb,  of  Wayne  Cx)imty,  after  attending  the  Hillsboro  Military 
Academy,  was  a  captain  in  the  Second  Noith  Carolina  Regiment.  Clark,  Histories  of 
the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  I,  162. 

2 s?  Samuel  J.  !*erson,  of  New  Hanover  County,  had  been  a  superior  court  judge, 
1854-1858.  He  lepresented  his  county  in  the  House  of  Coimnons  from  1860  to  1865. 
Connor,  Manual,  191  h  449,  724. 
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vest.  I  fear  the  crop  will  be  short  at  best.  Write  me  whether  you 
need  anything  I  sh'd.  buy  before  leaving  here.  .  .  . 

My  love  to  my  dear  Sissy  and  our  boys  and  Sister  E.  I  regret  [to] 
hear  of  the  death  of  your  bro.  wife  and  have  told  some  of  her 
friends  of  it  here. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham        A&H 

Richmond, 
June  1st,  1864. 

My  Dear  Wife 

I  am  pained  to  inform  you,  that  Maj.  Thos.  M.  Smith^ss  was 
killed,  day  before  yesterday,  in  an  action  some  10  miles  from  this 
place.  His  body  was  bro't  here  yesterday  evening  by  young  Mr. 
Harding,  of  Milton,  and  I  hope  left  this  afternoon  for  his  home  on 
the  Danville  R.  R.  Poor  Julia  had  written  me  only  a  day  or  two 
since,  desiring  for  him  an  appointment  of  Judge  of  a  Military 
Court.  His  Colonel,  Boyd, 2^9  was  killed  at  Wilderness,  and  the 
Lieut.  Col.  wounded,  so  that  the  command  of  the  Reg't  devolved 
on  him. 

I  wrote  you,  by  Mr.  Webb,  that  John  had  been  here  last  Mon- 
day. Since  that  time  Butler  has  sent  off  a  large  part  of  his  force  from 
the  confluence  of  the  James  Sc  Appomatox  [sic],  to  join  Grant, 
and  Hoke's  division  and  Martin's  Sc  Clingman's  N.C.  Brigades 
have  passed  thro'  this  place  to  Gen'l  Lee.  But  Ransom's,  Wise's  ^ 
some  other  troops  are  still  facing  Butler's  troops  between  this  place 
and  Petersburg,  so  that  John  &  Rob't  are  still  there. 

Cannon  firing  was  heard  for  some  time  this  morning,  beyond 
Mechanicvill  [sic] ,  some  10  miles  from  here,  but  it  is  said  to  have 
been  only  a  skirmish.  Gen'l  Lee  is  said  to  have  sent  to  Rich'd  for 
1,000  negroes  to  fortify.  This  appears  as  though  a  battle  was  not 
very  imminent.  I  think  10  to  15,000  troops,  infantry  and  cavalry. 


258  Thomas  McGehee  Smith  (1834-1864),  of  Caswell  County,  had  attended  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  and  was  a  promising  Milton  attorney.  In  1859  he  had 
married  Julia  Susan  Alexander  of  Mecklenburg  County,  Graham's  niece.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  the  beloved  Smith  was  major  of  the  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina  Regi- 
ment. Spencer  Alumni  Project;  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants  ";  Clark,  Histories  of  the 
North  Carolina  Regiments,  III,  36,  38. 

259  Samuel  H.  Boyd,  of  Rockingham  Coimty,  had  risen  from  captain  to  colonel  in 
the  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina.  Wounded  and  captured  at  Gettysburg,  he  was 
killed  in  May,  1864,  while  leading  a  charge  against  Federal  lines.  Clark,  Histories 
of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  III,  36-37. 
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must  have  passed  through  this  city  yesterday  for  Lee's  camp,  be- 
side others  last  night. 

Congress  has  agreed  to  adjourn  next  Tuesday  the  7th.  inst.  but 
propositions  are  already  made  to  rescind  that,  8c  postpone  to  a 
more  distant  day. 

Tell  James,  Col.  Gilmer^^o  is  here,  still  on  crutches;  made  a 
visit  to  his  Regiment  6  miles  out,  and  returned  today.  Saw  and 
spoke  to  Gen'l  Lee,  etc.  He  bro't  me  a  message  from  Gen'l 
Cooke,26i  that  the  decision  of  the  Sec.  War  in  his  application  for 
James'  appointment  on  his  staff  was  inconsistent  with  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  department. 

Gov't  has  had  the  Pet'b'g  Road  so  engrossed  in  transporting 
troops,  that  the  mails  have  gone  by  Danville,  the  last  day  or  two. 

The  weather  has  become  warm  and  I  am  very  tired  of  this  place, 
but  hope  some  good  may  be  done  by  the  action  of  Congress  in  the 
remainder  of  the   Session. 

It  is  so  far  to  the  Hospital,  that  I  have  not  seen  Jos.  Morrison 
this  week.  I  hope  he  is  doing  well. 

My  love  to  all  at  home 

Ever  Affectionately  Yours 

Robert  D.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Bermuda  Hundreds,  Va., 
June  2nd.,  1864. 

Dear  Father: 

Your  letters  of  late  dates  reached  me  in  due  time. 

We  are  still  confronting  the  remainder  of  Butler's  army,  on  this 
peninsular,  having  from  time  to  time  sent  re-inforcements  to  Gen'l 
Lee.  I  think  it  probable  that  our  Brigade  will  be  here  for  some 
time  yet;  we  would  have  been  sent  on  to  Lee,  but  for  Ransom's 
being  hors  du  combat.  Since  John  was  over  to  see  you,  we  have 
been  very  quiet,  except  shelling,  until  today.  This  morning  we 
carried  the  Yankee  rifle-pits  in  our  front,  capturing,  it  is  said. 


^^'O  John  Adams  Gilmer,  Jr.  (1838-1892),  of  Greensboro,  graduated  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  in  1858.  He  volunteered  and  was  eventually  promoted 
to  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Twenty-seventh  North  Carolina.  A  severe  wound  sus- 
tained in  October,  1863,  ended  his  military  career.  A  successful  lawyer,  he  was  state 
senator,  1870-1872,  and  superior  court  jutlge,  1881-1889.  Spencer  Alumni  Project; 
Connor,  Afflnt/«/,  79/5,450,635. 

2^^  John  R.  Cooke  commanded  the  brigatle  to  which  the  Twenty-seventh  North 
Carolina,  James  Graham's  regiment,  was  assigned. 
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something  over  100  prisoners,  including  a  Major,  and  a  few  other 
officers.  My  Company  not  being  on  skirmish  line,  was  not  engaged. 
A  desultory  fire  is  still  kept  up  on  our  right.  As  the  ground  is  very 
open,  our  line  has  not  advanced  far  at  that  point.  Both  fortifica- 
tions are  in  a  wheat  field,  some  800  yards  apart. 

1  see  the  President  recommends  the  repeal  of  the  "ration  act." 
I  hope  the  only  change  to  be  made  will  be  to  allow  officers  to  buy 
from  Government  rations  for  their  servants  actually  with  them, 
or  have  it  issued  by  Q.  M.  In  some  parts  of  the  Country  it  is  im- 
possible to  buy  from  citizens. 

Lieut.  Coggins  is  anxious  for  you  to  do  something  in  relation 
to  South  Lowell  mail  route,  to  Durham's,  which  has  lately  been 
discontinued. 

I  am  sorry  to  learn  that  Col.  Leaven thorpe^^z  has  resigned.  We 
would  like  for  him  to  command  our  Brigade  in  Ransom's^^s  ab- 
sence. Faison264  is  recommended  by  Hoke265  for  himself. 

Jimmie  wrote  a  few  days  since  that  he  was  getting  on  pretty  well. 
I  wish  Willie  had  set  a  different  time  for  his  wedding. 

John  sends  love. 

John  B.  Smith^^^to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Hd.  Qrs.  In.  Signal  Corps, 
Petersburg, 

June  4th.,  1864. 

Esteemed  Sir: 

Though  a  stranger  to  you  personally,  1  take  the  liberty,  (as  you  are 
an  acquaintance  of  my  father,  R.  J.  Smith,  Esqr.,  of  Caswell  Co., 

262  Collett  Leventhorpe  (1815-1889),  an  Englishman,  attended  Winchester  Col- 
lege and  served  as  an  officer  in  the  British  army  before  settling  in  North  Carolina. 
He  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  Thirty-foiirth  North  Carolina  Regiment  and 
latei  held  the  same  position  in  the  Eleventh.  He  commanded  the  District  of  Wil- 
mington, April  to  September,  1862,  led  his  regiment  at  Gettysburg  where  he  was 
captured,  declined  appointment  as  Confederate  biigadier,  was  promoted  brigadier 
general  of  North  Carolina  troops  and  led  them  in  defending  the  railroad  linking 
Weldon  and  IVtei>>burg,  and  surrendered  with  Cieneral  Joseph  E.  Johnston.  Leven- 
thorpe was  a  businessman  in  the  South  after  the  war.  lioatner.  Civil  War  Dictionaty, 
481. 

2«:i  Matt  W.  Ransom. 

^^'*  Vdu\  V.  Faison,  now  colonel  of  the  Eifty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment. 

2«''>  Robert  F.  Hoke. 

266  John  B.  Smith,  of  Caswell  County,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  second  company  of  the 
Confederate   signal    corps,    who,    in    addition    to    land    service,   seived    on    the   slate 
blockade-runner  Ad- Vance.  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  V,  361. 
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N.C.)  also  the  Representative  of  our  good  Old  State  in  the  Senate 
of  the  C.S.,  of  calling  your  attention  to  a  Bill  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  for  a  complete  re-organization  of  the 
Signal  Corps  of  the  C.S.  Army. 

It  is  useless  for  me  to  attempt  an  explanation  of  the  utility  of 
this  Branch  of  the  Service,  so  highly  appreciated  by  our  Generals 
in  the  field,  nor  is  Congress  deficient  as  to  a  knowledge  of  its 
efficiency.  This  is  an  acknowledged  fact.  But  what  the  bill  pro- 
poses, is  to  unite  the  two  now  existing  Corps  under  one  competent 
head,  therby  [sic]  giving  unanimity  of  action  and  co-operation  on 
[the]  part  of  each.  The  Bill  also  requires  that  the  new  organization 
shall  perform  Scouting  as  well  as  Signal  duty,  wherever  an  occasion 
offers.  I  have  been  in  the  Signal  service  for  two  years,  (after  hav- 
ing served  the  first  12  months  in  Infantry)  and,  consequently,  have 
had  a  good  opportunity  of  becoming  well  acquainted  with  its 
different  uses,  and  do  know  that  ours,  the  Ind.  Sig.  Corps,  of  about 
200  men,  have  performed  the  duties  which  could  not  have  been 
performed  by  one  thousand  Cavalry,  this  is  acknowledged  by  the 
Gen'ls  who  have  been  in  command  of  this  Dept.  since  our  Corps 
has  been  in  existence.  To  show  you  the  material  of  which  it  is 
composed,  I  can  only  point  you  to  an  instance  which  occurred 
while  Butler's  fleet  was  ascending  the  James,  down  to  within  a 
few  miles  of  the  mouth  of  which  our  line  extended.  Having  given 
the  first  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  Yankee  fleet,  the  men  were 
ordered  to  keep  the  line  open  at  all  hazards.  Post  "K"  at  Sandy  Pt. 
on  the  North  side  of  the  James  was  attacked  by  a  force  of  over  100 
men,  landing  from  their  gunboats  in  front  of  the  station,  while 
another  party  landed  and  marched  around  in  their  rear.  The  little 
band  of  eight  (8)  of  our  men  fought  them,  not  surrendering  until 
4  of  them  were  killed,  3  badly  wounded,  only  one  was  unhurt. 
I  had  a  younger  brother  at  that  post,  but  have  hopes  of  his  not 
having  been  killed,  as  we  have  heard  the  names  of  the  4  killed,  his 
name  was  not  amongst  them. 

Hopeing  this  Bill  which  has  been  submitted  by  our  very  com- 
petent Signal  Officer,  Maj.  J.  F.  Milligan,  may  meet  with  con- 
sideration from  yourself. 
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Jonathan  Worth  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Treasury  Department, 
June  4th.,  1864. 

I  have  never  been  so  much  embarrassed  since  I  came  into  this 
office.  The  Gov't  places  no  new  issue  in  the  hands  of  the  Deposi- 
tory here,  and  furnishes  the  Q.  M.  with  no  money  to  pay  for  cloth- 
ing supplied  by  this  State.  Nothing  has  been  paid  for  Jan.,  Feb., 
Mar.,  Ap'l  or  May.  The  amount  for  Jan.  and  Feb.,  is  upwards  of 
1700,000.,  and  probably  as  much  for  the  subsequent  months.  1 
made  the  most  strenuous  exertions,  through  Mr.  Winston,  to  get 
money  enough  to  pay  the  members  of  the  Gen'l  Assembly,  and  got 
fair  promises,  but  not  a  dollar  has  come. 

The  Gen'l  A.  passed  an  Act  empowering  me  to  exchange  or  fund 
the  old  issue  on  hand,  as  I  may  deem  best.  I  do  not  know  how  to 
exercise  this  discretion,  until  I  shall  know  whether  the  Currency 
Act  shall  be  amended  by  this  Congress,  as  to  currency  held  by  the 
States.  While  this  remains  uncertain,  I  deem  it  inexpedient  to  pay 
out  the  old  issue,  less  331/4  per  cent.  I  have  had  no  money  for 
weeks  past,  except  old  issue,  and  our  own  Treasury  notes.  Our 
notes  being  worth  a  premium  of  about  100  per  cent,  I  am  unwill- 
ing to  use  [them]  when  there  is  no  need  of  it,  if  the  Gov't  would 
pay. 

I  am  completely  blocked  up — and  most  grievously  annoyed.  I 
do  not  know  whether  you  can  do  anything  for  my  relief,  but  deem 
it  proper  to  inform  you  how  matters  stand,  in  the  hope  you  may 
be  able  to  quicken  the  Treasury  Department  in  some  way. 

In  my  report  to  the  Gen'l  Assembly,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  you, 
I  ask,  if  the  Gen'l  Assembly  should  deem  necessary  to  continue  our 
clothing  bureau,  that  the  power  conferred  on  the  Gov'r  by  the 
resolution  of  Sep'r,  1861,  to  draw  on  me  at  discretion,  be  repealed, 
and  a  specific  appropriation  made.  Since  the  adjournment  of  the 
Gen'l  Assembly,  I  find  that  Judge  Shepherd, 267Ch'n  of  the  Com. 


267  Jessie  George  Shepherd  (1821-1869),  of  Cumberland  County,  graduated  from 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  1841.  A  lawyer  by  profession,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  1854-1858;  1862-1865;  a  superior  court  judge,  1858-1860; 
and  a  university  trustee,  1862-1868.  Spencer  Alumni  Project. 
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on  Finance,  reported  a  bill,  and  that  it  passed  both  houses,  with- 
out discussion,  repealing  out  and  out  the  resolution  of  Sep'r,  1861, 
"to  provide  winter  clothing  for  our  troops."  The  whole  establish- 
ment rests  on  this  resolution,  now  repealed.  I  wished  the  estab- 
lishment to  be  abolished,  but  I  am  sure  such  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Gen'l  Assembly.  If  they  had  so  intended,  they  would  have 
made  provision  for  winding  it  up  and  the  payment  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  vast  amount  invested  in  the  concern.  Judge  Shepherd, 
as  every  other  member  did,  concurred  in  the  properiety  of  re- 
pealing so  much  of  it  as  authorised  the  Gov'r  to  draw  at  discretion, 
and  I  suppose,  thought  nothing  more  than  this  would  result  from 
the  repeal  of  the  whole  resolution,  and  I  have  no  idea  that  he,  or 
any  other  member,  intended  to  take  away  the  base  on  which  the 
whole  superstructure  rested.  He  did  not  show  me  his  bill,  nor  did 
I  hear  of  its  provisions  until  after  the  adjournment.  The  Gov'r  had 
left  the  city,  to  be  absent  some  two  weeks,  before  this  discovery 
was  made.  I  know  not  what  he  will  do.  The  Clothing  Department 
has  command  of  several  millions  of  dollars,  besides  the  goods 
continually  coming  through  the  blockade,  and  may  therefore 
continue  its  operations,  if  the  Gov't  choose,  but  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  law,  so  far  I  know.  Is  not  this  a  dilimma?  Although  it  is 
an  evident  mistake,  it  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  most  fortunate  one 
for  the  State,  and  no  way  prejudicial  to  the  common  cause,  if  it 
shall  result  in  turning  over  the  establishment  to  the  Confederacy. 

Daniel  H.  Hill  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

June  4th.,  1864. 

I  feel  deeply  grateful  to  you,  &:  the  N.C.  Delegation,  for  the  in- 
terest manifested  in  my  behalf.  Mr.  Davis  thought  that  I  had  no 
friends  last  session,  &  that  I  could  be  treated  harshly  with  impun- 
ity. Had  our  Delegation  acted  the7i,  his  course  wotild  have  been 
different. 

I  do  not  desire  promotion,  especially  in  Lee's  Army.  None  but 
the  grand  heroes  of  that  heroic  band  should  receive  promotion  in 
it. 

All  that  I  wish,  is  the  vindication  of  my  past  history. 

My  friends  might  demand  for  me  an  investigation  of  my  conduct 
while  with  the  Army  of  Tennessee.  I  can  neither  live,  nor  die  satis- 
fied, with  a  stain  upon  my  character. 
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I  would  be  content  with  a  statement  from  Mr.  Davis  that  he  had 
no  fault  to  find  with  me  as  a  soldier,  &  had  refused  to  nominate 
me  to  the  Senate  out  of  personal  pique. 

He  has  often  said  the  former,  &  love  of  truth  should  make  him 
say   the  latter. 

I  hope  that  I  am  understood.  I  do  not  wish  promotion,  especially 
in  Lee's  Army.  It  would  be  an  injustice  to  better  men.  All  I  want 
is  the  vindication  of  my  character.  That  could  be  most  effectually 
done,  it  is  true,  by  my  promotion.  And  I  would  be  willing  to  resign 
it  the  next  day,  &:  go  into  the  field,  in  any  capacity.  I  told  Mr. 
Seddon  that  I  was  willing  to  command  a  Corporal's  Guard.  When, 
however,  I  go  to  my  troops,  I  want  to  go  to  them  with  an  un- 
tarnished name.  I  can  conceive  of  no  position  more  humiliating 
&  degrading  than  that  of  an  officer  in  command  of  men  who  dis- 
trust him,  or  who  are  ashamed  of  his  record. 

I  think  that  I  feel  on  this  subject  as  every  soldier  must  feel,  &: 
no  one  understands  it  better  than  Mr.  Davis  himself. 

A  formal  demand  for  a  Court  of  Inquiry  by  Congress,  would 
be  granted.  It  has  been  refused  me  three  times.  The  last  time  no 
reply  was  deigned  to  my  application. 

At  this  momentous  crisis,  my  affairs  are  infinitely  small,  Sc  I 
feel  mortified  to  trouble  anyone  with  them.  But  it  is  hard  to  bear 
a  life-time  of  humiliation  through  the  vindictiveness,  unmerited 
and  unprovoked,  of  the  most  malignant  man  on  earth. 

Daniel  H.  Hill  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Camp  near  Walthall  Junction, 
June  13th.,  1864. 

Poor  an  opinion  as  I  have  of  his  [Davis's]  truthfulness,  I  hardly 
thought  that  he  would  have  ventured  upon  many  quibbles,  when 
he  must  have  been  aware  that  you  knew  them  to  be  quibbles.  How 
does  an  officer's  declination  to  accept  a  proffered  command  put 
him  out  of  the  service?  What  law  requires  a  relieved  officer  to  re- 
port for  duty?  What  law  authorizes  Davis  to  drop  an  officer  for 
failing  to  do  that  which  no  law  required  him  to  do?  How  came  he 
to  assert  that  I  was  Chief  of  Staff  to  Beauregard,  when  he  knew 
to  the  contrary?  When  apparently  most  frank,  he  is  most  crafty  and 
insincere.  There  are  but  two  remarks  in  his  conversation  that  have 
any   significancy.    His  statement   that   he   intended   B.    R.   John- 
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son's268  Division  for  me  was  not  true.  It  was  simply  made  to  in- 
timate that  I  had  lost  my  chance,  and  as  a  preparation  for  the 
claim  that  there  is  no  position  for  me.  He  means  to  give  me  no 
command,  and  has  meant  so  ever  since  he  got  angry,  at  our  inter- 
view. You  may  rest  assured  that  this  will  be  his  course. 

The  second  significant  remark  was  about  Pemberton.269  This 
was  not  a  gratuitous  taunt.  It  means  this,  if  a  Lt.  General  be  patri- 
otic enough  to  become  a  Lt.  Col.,  why  can  not  a  Major  General  be 
patriotic  enough  to  become  a  Private. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  Report  sent  to  Gen'l  Cooper.270  It  is  an  idle 
form,  which  will  result  in  nothing.  It  will  not  be  noticed  in  any 
way,  or  noticed  simply  to  tell  me  that  there  is  no  place  for  me,  in 
the  hope  that,  like  the  patriotic  Pemberton,  I  will  resign. 

Bragg's  claim  not  to  have  prejudiced  Davis  against  me  seems  to 
be  based  upon  the  telegram  to  him,  asking  for  an  amnesty  to  all 
the  criminals.  When  Col.  Strange^^i  approaches  you  again,  please 
ask  him  whether  this  telegram  was  before  or  after  Bragg  asked  for 


268Bushiocl  Rust  Johnson  (1817  1880),  a  native  of  Ohio,  graduated  from  West 
Point  in  1840.  He  served  in  Florida  and  Mexico  before  resigning  his  commission  in 
1847  to  become  a  teacher.  Successively  he  was  associated  with  the  Western  Militai"y 
Institute  in  Kentucky  and  the  University  of  Nashville  where  he  was  superintendent 
of  the  military  college  and  professor  of  civil  engineering.  He  entered  the  Con- 
federate army  as  colonel  and  rose  to  major  general,  serving  with  distinction.  After 
the  war  Johnson  was  chancellor  of  the  University  of  Nashville.  Warner,  Generals  in 
Gray,  157-158;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  431. 

^^'^  John  Clifford  Pemberton  (1814-1881)  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  a  graduate 
of  West  Point,  and  a  veteran  of  service  in  the  Seminole  and  Mexican  wars  and  on 
the  frontier.  In  April,  1861,  he  resigned  as  captain  and  offered  his  sword  to  the 
Confederacy,  in  part  because  his  wife  was  a  Virginian.  Appointed  initially  as  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  Pemberton  was  rapidly  promoted  imtil  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  general  in  October,  1862.  At  this  juncture  he  was  given  command  of  the 
Department  of  Mississippi  and  Eastern  Louisiana,  a  district  which  included  the 
crucial  stronghold  of  Vicksbing.  Confused  by  contratUctory  orders  and  outgeneraled 
by  Grant,  he  presided  over  the  stubborn  but  futile  defense  of  Vicksburg.  After  the 
fall  of  V^icksbmg  he  never  received  a  command  commensurate  with  his  rank. 
Charges  of  disloyalty  were  made  because  of  his  northern  ancestry.  These  charges 
weie  unjust;  Pemberton's  major  fault  was  metUocre  ability.  Subsequently  he  re- 
signed his  commission  and  was  appointed  lieutenant  colonel  of  artillery,  a  capacity 
he  served  faithfully.  He  farmed  in  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  after  the  war.  Warner, 
Generals  in  Gray,  232-2^^3. 

270  Confederate  Atljutant  and  Inspector  Cieneral  Samuel  Cooper. 

271  Robert  Strange,  Jr.  (182'M877),  of  Wilmington,  a  native  of  Cumberland  County, 
graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  1841.  He  studied  law  and 
established  a  Wilmington  practice.  Strange  was  a  major  in  the  Mexican  War;  state 
legislator,  1852-1854;  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1861;  major  in  the 
Confederate  army;  state  solicitor;  and  a  chrector  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear.  Mc- 
Cormick,  Convention  Personnel,  80. 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  147 

my  removal,  and  whether  Bragg  ever  wrote  a  private  letter  to 
Davis,  reflecting  upon  my  military  character. 2^2 

I  had  seen  Polk's273  letter  before.  It  is  ingenious,  but  Bragg 
could  not  be  satisfied  with  it,  as  he  himself  told  me  that  he  found 
Polk,  two  hours  after  the  attack  was  ordered,  sitting  in  a  rocking 
chair  three  miles  in  rear,  &:  reading  a  newspaper. 

Mr.  Davis  got  irritated  when  I  exhibited  at  an  interview  in 
Richmond  a  mass  of  papers  to  show  that  Polk  gave  no  order  or 
intimation  to  any  one  to  attack  at  daylight,  that  the  delay  in  feed- 
ing the  men  did  not  occupy  half  an  hour,  that  his  line,  as  shown 
by  certificates  of  one  Maj.  Gen'l,  two  Brigade  Commanders,  Sc 
many  inferior  officers,  was  at  right  angles  to  mine,  and  not  at  a 
slight  inclination,  as  he  claimed,  8c  was  consequently  turned  in 
flank  to  the  enemy,  Sc  finally,  that  so  far  from  the  troops  being 
ready  to  attack  at  daylight,  they  were  not  ready  at  half  after  ten 
o'clock,  k  that  my  Corps  fought  more  than  an  hour,  &:  was  badly 
repulsed  before  a  shot  was  fired  by  any  other  of  our  forces. 

You  will  greatly  oblige  me  by  getting  a  copy  of  the  original 
paper  sent  to  Mr.  Davis.  It  is  doubtless  lost.  If  it  could  be  signed 
by  our  whole  Delegation,  it  would  be  a  legacy  to  my  children.  I 
feel  truly  grateful  for  the  very  kind  letter  sent  to  me.  Give  the 
members  my  heart-felt  acknowledgements  for  their  flattering  ap- 
preciation. I  would  like  to  know  what  they  wish  done,  when  Davis 
replies  that  there  is  no  position  vacant. 

[Enclosure] 
Report  from  Daniel  H.  Hill  to  Samuel  Cooper 

Camp  Walthall  Junction, 
June  13th.,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  am,  as  I  have  been  for  the  last 
seven  months,  awaiting  orders  from  the  Department.  My  address 


272  In  July,  1863,  Hill  had  been  promoted  to  lieutenant  general,  pending  con- 
firmation by  the  Confederate  Congress,  and  ordered  to  aid  Braxton  Brag^  in  Ten- 
nessee. After  Chickamauga,  Hill  and  others  recommended  that  President  Davis 
remove  Bragg  from  command  for  incompetence.  Davis  resented  Hill's  part  in  the 
criticism  of  his  old  friend  Bragg.  As  a  result  Davis  refused  to  recommend  Hill's 
promotion.  Under  a  shadow  Hill  reverted  to  the  rank  of  major  general  and  was 
denied  a  significant  field  command.  Not  until  Bentonville  was  he  given  a  remnant 
of  a  command.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  A0\. 

27^  Bragg  was  highly  dissatisfietl  with  the  performance  of  Lieutenant  General 
Leonidas  Polk  at  Chickamauga;  Polk  failed  to  attack  when  ordered.  Bragg  removed 
Polk  from  command  and  ordered  him  coin  t-martialed,  but  Davis  reinstated  "the 
fighting  bishop.  '  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  6b^. 
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is  Petersburg,  or  Head  Quarters  of  General  Beauregard. 

The  Army  Regulations  require  officers  on  leave  of  absence  to 
report  monthly.  1  know  of  no  other  law,  enactment,  or  regulation 
on  the  subject  of  reporting.  Not  being  on  leave  of  absence,  I  did 
not  deem  it  my  duty  to  trouble  the  Department  with  gratuitous 
reports.  I  have,  however,  learned  in  an  unofficial  manner,  that  I 
am  expected  to  report  to  you.  I  do  so  accordingly,  &:  will  continue 
to  make  reports  as  often  as  the  Department  may  require. 

Very  Respectfully, 
Your  ob't  Serv't, 
Dan  H.  Hill 

Maj.  Gen'l. 


John  D.  Hyman^'^'^  to  William  A,  Graham 


A&H 


Raleigh, 

June  23rd.,  1864. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  an  article  which  I  clip  from  the  "Daily 
Progress  "275  of  this  morning. 

You  will  please  do  me  the  favor  to  inform  me  whether  your 
position  is  correctly  given,  and,  if  not,  to  state  what  your  true  posi- 
tion is,  touching  the  pending  contest  for  Governor,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  publishing  your  letter. 

[Enclosure] 
Article  from,  the  Daily  Progress,  yi/ne  23 ,  1864 

"All  the  Leading  Men  are  for  Vance" 

The  Destructive  supporters  of  Gov.  Vance,  the  Destructive 
candidate  for  Governor,  are  frequently  heard  to  utter  this  false- 


2^4  John  D.  Hynian,  a  native  of  Edgecombe  County,  was  a  lawyer  and  journalist. 
He  attended  the  state  university  and  for  a  time  in  the  1850s  had  been  coeditor 
with  /ebulon  B.  Vance  of  the  Asheville  Spectator.  They  remained  political  allies 
and  firm  friends.  At  the  time  of  this  letter  Hyman  was  editor  of  the  Raleigh  Con- 
servative, the  organ  of  the  Vance  administration  founded  in  1864.  Spencer  Alumni 
Project;  Glenn  Tucker,  Zeb  Vance,  Champion  of  Personal  Freedom  (New  York: 
Bobbs-Merrill  Company,  1965),  69,  hereinafter  cited  as  1  ucker,  Z^b  Vance. 

275  xhe  Daily  Progress  (Raleigh)  was  sympathetic  to  the  peace  movement  and 
obviously  claimed  broader  support  than  existed  for  that  faction. 
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hood.  If  they  mean  by  the  "leading  men"  those  original  secession- 
ists who  proclaim  themselves  to  the  world  "patriots  and  property 
holders,"  or  the  recipients  of  blockade  favors  who  fawn  around 
Gov.  Vance  like  children  who  hang  around  a  confectioner  who 
occasionally  gives  them  sugar  plums,  or  the  fireeaters  who  helped 
to  bring  on  a  war  they  have  refused  to  help  fight,  and  who  de- 
nounced Vance  as  Holden's  candidate  and  a  traitor  two  years  ago, 
then  we  agree  with  them,  but  if  it  be  insisted  that  the  "leading 
men"  in  the  State  for  virtue,  intelligence  and  patriotism  are  for 
Vance,  we  deny  it.  Hon.  W.  A.  Graham,  Hon.  E.  G.  Reade,  Hon. 
Bedford  Brown,  Hon.  Nat.  Boyden,  E.  J.  Warren,  Esqr.,276  ^nd 
many  others  we  might  name,  have  not  declared  for  Vance,  nor  will 
they,  for  as  they  hold  principles  in  common  with  Mr.  Holden  and 
entirely  different  from  those  enunciated  by  Gov.  Vance,  Mr.  Davis 
and  the  administration,  they  cannot  support  him  without  stulti- 
fying themselves.  Nor  are  Honorables  G.  W.  Logan,  J.  T.  Leach, 
Josiah  Turner,  Jr. ,277  j.  M.  Leach278  and  J.  G.  Ramsey ,279  of  the 


276  Etlwarcl  Jenner  Warren  (1826-1876)  was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  College.  In  1846  he  settled  in  Washington,  North  Carolina,  where  he 
taught  school  and  studied  law.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1848,  he  soon  established  a 
successful  practice  in  competition  with  a  distinguished  group  of  attorneys  including 
David  M.  Carter  (later  his  partner),  Thomas  Sparrow,  Fenner  Bryan  Satterthwaite, 
and  Richard  Spaight  Donnell.  In  his  youth  Warren,  influenced  by  Daniel  Webster, 
turned  naturally  to  the  Whig  party  and  as  a  Union  Whig  opposed  secession  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Convention  of  1861.  As  a  senator  from  Beaufort  County,  1862-1865,  he 
consistently  sought  to  point  up  the  importance  of  eastern  North  Carolina  and 
sought  state  and  Confederate  action  to  rid  the  area  of  Yankees.  An  intimate  of 
Graham  and  Vance,  Warren  was  a  member  of  Governor  Vance's  council,  spokesman 
for  the  administration  in  the  legislature,  and  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1865.  After  the  war  he  considered  himself  a  Conservative  and  was 
reluctant  to  affiliate  with  either  the  Democratic  or  Republican  factions.  He  was 
again  in  the  state  Senate  in  1870,  when  he  voted  to  impeach  Holden.  He  died  on 
December  10,  1876,  after  supporting  Vance  for  the  United  States  Senate.  Lindsay  C. 
Warren,  Beaufort  County's  Contribution  to  a  Notable  Era  of  North  Carolina  History 
(Washington:  Government  Printing  Office,  1930),  1-32  passim,  hereinafter  cited  as 
Warren,  Beaufort  County's  Contribution. 

277  Josiah  lurner,  Jr.  (1820-1901),  of  Hillsborough,  was  a  lawyer,  political  journal- 
ist extraordinary,  and  politician.  He  was  always  an  admirer  of  William  A.  Graham, 
whose  advice  he  frequently  sought  and  followed.  He  was  a  Whig  member  of  Com- 
mons in  1852,  1854,  1858,  1860,  and  was  elected  as  a  Conservative  to  the  state  Senate 
in  1868,  but  tlid  not  take  his  seat.  He  opposed  secession  but  fiecame  a  Confederate 
captain  of  cavalry.  Wounded  and  disabled  in  the  New  Bern  campaign,  Turner 
resigned.  In  1863  he  was  elected  to  the  Confederate  Congress  as  a  peace  candidate. 
He  was  actively  hostile  to  the  Davis  administration  and  urgently  desired  peace. 
After  the  war  Turner  became  a  Conservative  and  was  an  enthusiastic  enemy  of 
William  W.  Holden.  In  1868  he  purchased  the  Raleigh  Sentinel  and  edited  it  as  an 
anti-Holden  organ.  Bitterly  opposed  to  congressional  reconstruction.  Turner  soon 
displayed  a  genius  for  polticial  polemic  as  he  held  the  carpetbag  government  up  to 
ridicule  and  abuse.  He  was  probably  the  one  man  most  responsible  for  overturning 
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present  Congress,  for  Vance,  but  on  the  contrary  we  believe  that 
every  one  of  them  will  vote  for  and  support  Mr.  Holden.  If  by 
"leading  men"  the  Destructive  organs  mean  to  claim  for  Vance 
the  oligarchs,  the  stall-federates,  the  shade  officers,  speculators  and 
all  such  as  want  the  war  to  continue  and  the  great  heart  of  the 
people  to  be  prolonged  to  bleed  that  they  may  acquire  wealth  by 
the  suffereings  of  honest  industry,  or  retain  office  and  wear  tinsel 
that  would  have  to  be  given  up  should  the  war  stop  they  but  claim 
what  belongs  to  them,  for  all  such  men  will  vote  for  Vance.  We 
don't  want  their  votes  for  Mr.  Holden,  for  should  such  persons 
vote  for  him  we  should  expect  to  see  the  honest  masses  against 
him.  The  pampered  stall-federates  and  oligarchs  will  support 
Gov.  Vance  because  they  are  Destructives  and  original  secession- 
ists; but  the  farmers,  mechanics  and  patriotic  working  masses  of 
the  people  of  the  State  will  support  and  elect  Mr.  Holden. 

Let  Conservatives  remember  that  Jim  Morris,  Zeke  Jones,  John 


congressional  reconstruction  in  North  Carolina.  During  the  height  of  the  Kirk- 
Holclen  war,  I  inner  was  imprisonetl  after  issuing  a  public  dare  to  Governor  Hoklen. 
Later,  Furner's  arrest  was  one  of  the  charges  brought  against  Holden  in  impeach- 
ment proceedings.  In  later  life  Turner  was  a  pathetic  figure  who  seemed  to  lose 
his  balance.  He  went  bankrupt,  lost  the  Sentinel,  and  never  got  the  political  pre- 
ferment he  desired.  The  Democrats  distrusted  his  instability  and  erratic  behavior, 
and  he  died  a  Republican.  The  historian  and  biographer  Samuel  A.  Ashe  believed 
that  the  death  of  Graham  in  1875  signaled  Turner's  loss  of  control.  Turner  had  the 
highest  respect  for  Graham  and  cared  only  for  his  advice  and  counsel.  Dictionary 
of  American  Biography,  XIX,  68-69;  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  III,  415-426. 

278  James  Madison  Leach  (I8I5-1891),  a  native  of  Randolph  County,  graduated 
from  West  Point  in  1838  but  soon  abandoned  the  army  for  a  career  as  lawyer  and 
politician.  He  settled  permanently  in  Lexington  about  1845.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  1848-1856;  state  senator  in  1865,  1866,  and  1879;  American 
party  delegate  to  the  Unitetl  States  House  of  Representatives,  1859-1861,  (and 
Democratic  member,  187I-I875);  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  North 
Carolina  Regiment;  and  a  Confederate  congressman,  1864-1865.  Biographical  Direc- 
tory of  Congress,  1445;  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  588-589,  936,  9.39;  Clark,  Histories  of 
the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  II,  144. 

279  James  Graham  Ramsay  (1823-1903),  of  Rowan  County  but  a  native  of  Iredell, 
graduated  from  Davidson  College  in  1841  and  from  Jefferson  Medical  College  in 
1848.  An  ardent  Henry  Clay  Whig,  he  opposed  secession  and  supported  the  Bell- 
Everett  ticket  in  1860.  He  was  a  member  of  the  state  Senate  from  1856  to  1862  and 
again  in  1883,  supporting  the  Vance  administration  until  1863  but  eventually  join- 
ing the  peace  movement  because  of  his  concern  for  civil  liberties.  He  was  a  successfid 
candidate  for  the  Confederate  Congress,  serving  in  1864-1865.  After  the  war  he  be- 
came a  Republican  and  was  an  intimate  of  Holden.  Van  Noppen  Papers;  Thomas 
Wilson  Lingle  and  others  (eds.),  Alumni  Catalogue  of  Davidson  College,  Davidson, 
N.C.,  1837-1924  (Charlotte:  Presbyterian  Standard  Publishing  Company,  1924),  45; 
Salisbury  Hera/d,  January  10,  1903. 
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Spelman  280  Wm.  Robinson,28i  David  Cobb,  Sam  Person,  282  w.  W. 
Avery, 283  John  Kerr284  w.  K.  Lane285  and  A.  M.  Lewis286  are  some 
of  the  "leading  men"  that  support  Vance.  Where  is  there  a  true 
Conservative  that  can  vote  with  such  men.  And  then  remember, 
too,  that  every  original  secessionist  in  the  State — ^men  who  next 
to  the  Abolitionists  are  more  to  be  despised  than  any  upon  earth — 
is  pledged  to  vote  for  Vance,  because  he  is  their  candidate. 
Such  are  some  of  the  "leading  men"  that  support  Vance. 

William  A.  Graham  to  John  D.  Hyman  [Copy]  287        a&H 

Hillsboro', 

June   30th.,    1864. 

Your  note  enclosing  an  article  from  the  Progress  on  the  pending 
election  for  Governor  of  the  State,  and  enquiring  whether  my 


2^^' John  Spelman  was  editor  of  the  Weekly  State  Journal  published  in  Raleigh. 
His  editorials  revealetl  him  to  be  an  intense  secessionist  and  a  strong  defender  of  the 
Confederate  government.  Apparently  he  hated  Holden  violently  and  dared  him  to 
carry  the  peace  banner  by  challenging  Vance  in  the  1864  gubernatorial  contest. 

281  William  Robinson,  associate  editor  of  the  State  Journal,  1861-1863. 

282  Jiulge  Samuel  J.  Pereon. 

283  William  Waightstill  Avery  (1816-1864),  of  Burke  County,  was  the  scion  of 
several  influential  North  Carolina  families  distinguished  in  local  affairs.  In  1837 
he  gratluated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  and  in  1839  he  began  a  legal 
career,  subsequently  becoming  one  of  the  leading  advocates  in  the  mountain  area. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1842,  1850,  and  1852,  and  of  the 
state  Senate  in  1856  and  1860.  A  Democrat,  Avery  headed  the  North  Carolina  dele- 
gation to  the  1860  convention.  Upon  the  election  of  Lincoln  he  counseled  immediate 
secession.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Confederate  Provisional  Congress.  Later,  in 
1864,  he  joined  a  group  of  hastily  raised  citizens  to  confront  a  group  of  irregidar 
hostile  troops  which  had  entered  North  Carolina  from  lennessee.  In  the  ensuing 
skirmish  Avery  was  killed.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  1,445-446. 

284  John  K^en  (1811-1879),  of  Caswell  County,  read  law  with  Richmond  M.  Pearson. 
Defeated  as  the  Whig  gubernatorial  candidate  in  1852,  he  served  one  term  in  the 
United  States  House  of  Representatives,  1853-1855,  where  he  was  deeply  influenced 
by  the  Kansas-Nebraska  debates.  Having  entered  Congress  a  Union  Whig,  he  re- 
turned a  Democrat  and  Southern  rights  man.  Kerr  was  a  member  of  the  Commons 
in  1858  and  1860  and  a  superior  court  judge,  1862-1863,  1874-1879.  Biographical  Di 
rectory  of  Congress,  1 159;  Van  Noppen  Papers;  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  449-450,  545. 
Manual,  1913,  449-450,  545. 

28.5  William  K.  Lane,  of  Wayne  County,  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  State, 
1852-1854;  state  senator,  1856-1864;  and  a  Confederate  captain.  Connor,  Manual, 
1913,  438,  849;  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  IV,  72. 

286  Augustus  Marion  Lewis  (1821-1896),  of  Raleigh,  was  a  native  of  Franklin 
Coimty,  who  became  a  lawyer  after  attending  the  university  for  a  time.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Commons,  1856-1858,  paymaster  of  the  state  with  the  rank  of  major 
in  the  Civil  War,  and  a  university  trustee,  1874-1893.  Spencer  Alumni  Project. 

287  Copy  in  the  Graham  Manuscript  Collection. 
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position  in  respect  to  it  is  represented  therein  is  correct,  has  been 
received.  In  reply  thereto  I  have  to  say  that  while  deprecating  the 
contest  that  has  arisen  touching  the  election  and  not  at  all  par- 
ticipating in  the  acrimonious  feeling  with  which  the  canvass 
seems  to  be  conducted  by  a  portion  of  the  public  press,  I  supposed 
that  it  was  well  known  that  I  am  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  re- 
election of  Gov.  Vance.  Months  ago,  when  none  other  had  been 
announced  and  when  I  anticipated  no  opposition  unless  from  his 
original  opponents,  I  advised  him  in  view  of  the  general  success  of 
his  administration  that  I  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  withhold  his 
name  as  a  candidate  for  re-election.  Like  views  have  been  uniform- 
ly expressed  whenever  the  subject  has  been  suggested  in  my  cor- 
respondence and  conversation. 

His  administration  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  characterized  by 
ability,  energy,  and  zeal  in  its  endeavors  to  give  success  to  our  arms 
in  the  great  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged,  whilst  it  has  sought 
carefully  to  guard  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  State  and  the 
liberty  and  safety  of  her  citizens.  In  this  line  of  policy  he  has  but 
cooperated  with  a  majority  of  the  General  Assembly,  chosen  at 
the  same  time  with  himself,  and  I  am  persuaded  has  met  with 
general    approbation. 

I  write  but  to  answer  your  enquiry,  with  no  leisure  or  inclina- 
tion to  speculate  on  what  the  future  may  have  in  store  for  us  in 
the  dispensation  of  National  events,  but  in  the  next  two  years  as 
in  the  past  I  am  quite  satisfied  to  intrust  to  Gov.  Vance  the  powers 
conferred  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  on  the  Chief  Executive 
Magistrate  of  the  State. 

Very  respectfully  Yr  obed't  Serv't, 
W.A.Graham. 

J.  D.  Hyman,  Esqr. 

Editor  of  the  Conservative,  of  Raleigh. 

Daniel  H.  Hill  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Petersburg, 
Virginia, 

July  7th.,  1864. 

Rob't  went  over  to  find  the  Major,288  when  he  heard  of  his 
wound,  that  we  both  might  visit  him,  but  he  did  not  find  out 

2**8  John  Washington  Graham  had  sustained  a  minor  wound. 
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where  he  had  been  placed  until  he  had  gone.  The  56th.  Reg't  is 
now  a  reserve,  Sc  not  in  the  trenches.  Col.  Faison  told  me  yesterday 
that  the  Capt.  was  well.  The  casualties  now,  among  our  men,  are 
very  few,  Sc  owing  mostly  to  their  own  carelessness.  Our  works  can 
only  be  taken  by  mining,  followed  by  a  furious  assault.  We  sus- 
pect the  Yankees  to  be  mining  on  the  fronts  held  by  Gen'ls  Col- 
quitt289  &  Elliott,29^  Sc  are  preparing  counter-mines.  From  100  to 
150  shells  are  thrown  into  Petersburg  daily.  The  destruction  of 
property  is  very  great,  but  not  of  life.  All  except  the  extremely 
poor,  have  left  the  "shelled  district,"  as  it  is  called. 

I  told  you  that  the  Pres'ts  objection  to  assignment  to  command 
because  of  not  reporting,  was  a  mere  quibble.  The  Report^^i  was 
made  on  the  13th.  June,  rec'd  Sc  filed  away  on  the  14th.,  (as  I  learn 
from  Maj.  Melton,  A.  A.  G.)  &  on  the  17th.  Gen'l  Early292  applied 


289  Alfred  Holt  Colquitt  (1824-1894),  of  Georgia^  was  a  graduate  of  Princeton,  a 
successful  lawyer,  an  officer  in  the  Mexican  War,  a  state  legislator,  a  States'  Rights 
Democrat  congressman,  1853-1855,  and  a  delegate  to  the  Georgia  secession  conven- 
tion. He  rose  from  captain  to  brigadier  general  in  the  Confederate  army,  command- 
ing a  brigade  at  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellbrsville,  and  Petersburg.  An 
unusally  astute  politician,  Colquitt  was  governor  of  Georgia,  1876-1882,  and  United 
States  senator,  1883-1884.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  IV,  315-316;  Biographi- 
cal Directory  of  Congress,  12^;  Boatner:  Civil  War  Dictionary,  166. 

290  Stephen  Elliott,  Jr.  (1830-1866),  of  South  Carolina,  was  the  son  of  an  Episcopal 
bishop.  He  attended  Harvard  College,  was  graduated  from  South  Carolina  College 
in  1850,  and  became  a  planter  on  Parris  Island  in  his  native  state.  A  well-known 
yachtsman  and  fisherman,  Elliott  was  also  a  state  legislator  before  the  Civil  War. 
He  entered  Confederate  sei-vice  as  captain  of  the  Beaufort  Volunteer  Artillery  and 
rose  to  colonel  while  sening  in  South  Carolina  from  1861  to  1864.  Ortlered  to 
Virginia  to  participate  in  the  defense  of  Petersburg,  Elliott  was  promoted  to  briga- 
dier general  in  May,  1864.  He  was  severely  wounded  at  the  Crater,  recuperated  slow- 
ly, and  returned  to  duty  only  to  be  badly  wounded  a  second  time  at  Bentonville. 
Exhausted  by  wounds  and  exposure,  Elliott  died  a  few  months  later.  Warner, 
Generals  in  Gray,  81-82;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  262-263. 

2^1  This  reference  was  to  a  report  by  Hill  on  the  Battle  of  Chickamauga. 

292  jubal  Anderson  Early  (1816-1894),  of  Virginia,  was  one  Confetlerate  general 
who  remained  "unreconstructed"  until  his  death.  Although  he  may  have  recon- 
sidered his  judgment  that  the  Negro  race  would  meet  a  deplorable  fate  without  the 
blessings  of  slavery,  his  bitterness  against  the  federal  government  was  unabatetl. 
Early  graduated  from  West  Point  in  1837  but  resigned  his  commission  in  1840  to 
practice  law.  From  1840  to  1861,  he  was  a  lawyer  (except  for  the  interim  when  he 
servetl  in  the  Mexican  War),  a  state  legislator,  antl  attorney  for  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia.  As  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention  of  1861  he  votetl 
against  secession.  Nevertheless,  he  quickly  joined  the  Confederate  army  as  colonel 
of  the  Twenty-fourth  Virginia  Regiment,  which  he  led  at  First  Manassas.  He  rose  to 
lieuienant  general  and  was  a  corps  commander  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
After  Cold  Harbor  he  was  given  independent  command  and  ordered  to  the  Shenan- 
doah to  confront  Federal  forces  under  David  Hunter.  When  Hunter  abandoned  the 
Valley  to  him.  Early  moved  on  Washington,  only  narrowly  missing  an  opportunity 
to  take  it.  Subsequently  he  retired  to  Virginia  from  which  he  raitled  widely.  His 
cavalry  burned  the  town  of  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  one  such  foray.  Even- 
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to  Richmond  to  have  me  given  command  of  Breckenridge's^^s  Di- 
vision, (as  B.  was  sick.)  Hunter^Q^  vvas  then  in  two  miles  of  Lynch- 
burg, &:  I  was  on  the  ground,  ready  to  take  part  in  the  fight,  ex- 
pected at  daylight  next  morning.  The  answer  to  his  application 
was,  "Maj.  Gen'l  Elzey295  will  be  sent  to  you  tomorrow,  B.  Bragg, 

tually  he  suffered  defeat  at  the  hands  of  Sheridan  at  Winchester  and  Cedar  Creek. 
In  March,  1865,  his  troops  were  dispersed  by  Custer  at  Waynesboro,  Virginia. 
Thwarted  in  his  plans  to  join  Kirby  Smith  west  of  the  Mississippi,  Early  left  the 
counti-),  only  to  return  in  1869.  Although  he  was  widely  criticized  for  his  defeats 
dining  the  war,  he  became  veiy  popular  aftei"wards  and  was  widely  admired.  For  a 
time  he  was  employed  by  the  Louisiana  lottery  at  a  substantial  salary,  but  he  was 
an  attorney  in  N'irginia  for  most  of  his  remaining  years.  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography,  598-599;  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  79-80. 

293  John  C.  Breckinridge. 

294  David  Hunter  (1802-1886)  was  born  in  Washington,  D.C.,  giaduated  from 
West  Point  (1822),  and  served  the  army  in  the  Mexican  War  and  at  various  mid- 
western  outposts  from  1822  to  1861,  except  for  an  interim  (18.S6-1842)  when  he  en- 
gaged in  business  in  St.  Louis.  As  brigadier  general  ot  volunteers  Hunter  commanded 
the  second  division  of  McDowells  army  at  First  Manassas.  His  division  was  slow  to 
attack,  and  he  was  unjustly  blamed  for  the  rout  which  followed.  After  commanding 
the  Western  Department  briefly  in  1861-1862,  he  was  appointed  commander  of 
the  Department  of  the  South.  Hunter  immediately  Ijesieged  Fort  Pulaski,  Georgia, 
which  fell  to  his  troops  on  April  11,  1862.  His  next  actions  were  controversial.  He 
issued  ordei>>  freeing  the  Negio  slaves  who  had  come  luider  Federal  control,  pro- 
claimed all  slaves  in  his  department  liberated,  and  organized  a  Negro  regiment 
(the  First  South  Carolina).  I  he  Confederacy  declared  him  a  felon  and  ortlered  him 
executed  if  captured.  I  he  border  states  stirred  restively.  Eventually  Lincoln  an- 
nulled his  orders  touching  slavery,  but  Congress  uphekl  his  action  in  raising  a 
Negro  regiment.  Following  his  unsuccessful  attempts  to  capture  Charleston,  Hunter 
was  assigned  to  court-martial  tUity  for  several  months.  However,  after  the  defeat  of 
Sigel  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  he  was  given  command  there  in  May,  1864,  with 
orders  to  cross  the  Blue  Ridge  so  as  to  create  a  diversion  while  Grant  moved  against 
l.ee.  Hunter  reached  Lynchbiug  on  June  16  but  retreated  into  West  Virginia  when 
Jubal  A.  Early  confronted  him  in  force.  In  so  doing  he  left  the  Valley  unprotected, 
and  Early  menaced  Washington,  reaching  the  outskirts  of  the  capital.  Later,  when 
Phil  Sheridan  was  ordered  to  neutralize  the  Valley  permanently.  Hunter  resumed 
court  martial  (hity.  He  presided  over  the  military  commission  which  tried  the 
conspirators  accused  of  assassinating  Lincoln.  Brevetted  brigadier  general  and 
major  general  of  volimteers  during  the  war,  Huntei  retired  from  active  service  in 
1866  as  colonel.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  400-401. 

295  Arnold  Elzey  (1816-1871),  scion  of  an  old  Maryland  family,  was  born  Jones 
but  changed  his  name,  for  family  reasons,  upon  his  graduation  from  West  PoiiU  in 
18.17.  He  served  with  credit  in  the  Seminole  and  Mexican  wais,  and  was  said  to  have 
fired  the  first  giui  in  the  latter.  In  command  of  the  Augusta  arsenal  in  1861,  he 
surrendered  with  the  honoi^  of  war  after  the  fall  of  Siunter,  took  his  conunand  to 
Washington,  and  resigned.  He  entered  the  Confederate  army  as  lieutenant  colonel 
but  was  promoted  to  brigadier  general  on  the  field  at  First  Manassas.  Severely 
wounded  at  Gaines's  Mill,  he  was  incapacitated  for  several  months.  Although  not 
fully  recovered,  he  was  promoted  to  major  general  and  given  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  Richmond,  where  he  continued  imtil  the  fall  of  1864.  He  organized  the 
"Local  Defense  Brigade,"  composed  of  government  clerks  and  workmen,  which  was 
commended  by  Lee  for  its  fine  appearance  and  quick  movements.  Later  in  1864 
he  became  chief  of  artilley  in  the  Army  of  Lennessee.  Hill's  caustic  conunent  was 
probably  most  unjust  since  Elzey  enjoyed  the  respect  of  men  of  both  armies.  Dic- 
tionary of  American  Biography,  VI,  121-124;  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  82-8-5. 
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Gen'l."  I  suppose  that  you  know  that  E.  is  utterly  worthless,  from 
hard  drink,  and  other  vices.  1  cannot  but  think  that,  had  I  been 
assigned  to  that  command,  the  result  at  Lynchburg  would  not 
have  been  so  eminently  discreditable  to  our  arms. 

The  promotion  of  A.  P.  Stewart^^^  to  a  Lt.  Generalcy,  8c  Polk's 
Corps,  left  his  Division  without  a  head,  &:  here  was  another  chance 
for  me.  But  Davis  has  promoted  Mercer, 297  and  put  him  in  charge 
of  it.  Mercer  has  not  heard  a  ball  in  this  war.  He  has  never  been 
in  a  battle,  in  this,  or  any  other  war,  having  been  for  thirty  years 
Cashier  of  a  Bank. 

This  last  appointment  demonstrates  fully  that  Davis  has  doomed 
me  to  the  shelf  for  the  war.  This,  I  have  never  doubted.  His  pro- 
fessions to  the  contrary  have  been  most  atrocious  falsehood.  He 
has  no  regard  for  truth. 

My  friends  think  that  I  ought  not  to  remain  here  in  a  false  posi- 
tion. But,  as  I  agreed  to  abide  by  the  wishes  of  your  Delegation,  I 
do  not  like  to  leave  without  hearing  from  you.  I  have  written  to 
my  wife  that  I  would  leave  on  the  18th.,  unless  some  unforeseen 
incident  should  occur. 

If  at  leisure,  please  drop  me  a  few  lines.  Our  mails  are  stopped 
now  at  Weldon,  &  do  not  come  through,  but  if  the  note  were  ad- 
dressed to  Stony  Creek,  I  think  that  I  would  get  it.  The  trains  iTin 
no  further  than  to   that  point. 


29«  Alexander  Peter  Stewart  (1821  1908),  "Old  Straight"  to  his  men.  was  a  native 
lennessean  and  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  class  of  1842.  In  1845  he  resigned  to 
become  an  educator,  occupying  the  chair  of  mathematics  and  natural  and  experi- 
mental philosophy  at  Cumberland  University,  Lebanon,  Tennessee,  and  at  Nashville 
University  prior  to  1861.  Although  he  was  a  strong  Union  Whig,  he  soon  joined  the 
Confederate  army.  Appointed  as  major,  he  rose  to  lieutenant  general  and  was  a 
corps  commander  in  the  West.  He  surrendered  with  General  Johnston  in  North 
Carolina,  having  brought  the  remnants  of  the  Army  of  lennessee  that  far.  He  re- 
turned to  Cumberland  after  the  war;  engaged  in  business  in  St.  Louis,  1870-1874; 
and  was  chancellor  of  the  University  of  Mississippi,  1874-1886.  Later  he  was  a 
commissioner  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Military  Park.  Dic- 
tionary of  American  Biography,  XVIII,  3;  Warner,  Generals  in  Grflv,  293-294. 

2^7  Hugh  Weedon  Mercer  (1808-1877),  of  Georgia,  a  native  of  X'irginia,  graduated 
from  West  Point  in  1828,  third  in  his  class.  He  resigned  from  the  army  in  18,S3  and 
settled  in  Savannah.  From  1841  to  1861  he  was  cashier  of  the  Planters'  Bank  there. 
He  entered  Confederate  service  as  colonel  of  the  Fii^t  Cieorgia  \'oliuiteei>>  and  was 
promoted  to  brigadier  general  in  October,  1861.  Although  he  lemained  in  Cieorgia 
for  most  of  the  war,  he  commanded  a  Cieorgia  brig^ade  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  of 
1864.  If  not  distinguislied,  Mercer's  military  career  was  creditable.  Hill  was  mistaken 
as  to  that  as  well  as  to  his  promotion  and  to  his  being  given  connnand  of  Stewart's 
division.  Warner,  Generals  in  Grav.  216-217. 
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William  A.  Graham,  Jr.,  to  William  A.  Graham        DUKE 

Raleigh 

July   21st,    1864 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  inst.  The  coupons  of 
the  new  6  s  8c  also  the  old  are  only  worth  par. 

A  letter  from  Geo.  Washington  [George  Lawrence  Washington] 
this  morning  says  that  a  grand  advance  was  ordered  at  daylight  on 
the  18th  but  seven  of  our  men  deserted  to  the  enemy  during  the 
night  and  it  was  abandoned.  We  are  fearing  a  raid  from  east  Tenn. 
in  the  country  about  Morganton  and  have  ordered  the  68th  Regt. 
(Col.  Hinton)298  to  Morganton.  The  deserters  are  very  numerous 
from  the  Yadkin  river  west  and  are  forming  .  .  .  themselves  into 
bands.  There  are  as  many  as  300  in  Yadkin  Co. 

I  will  send  you  the  money  by  first  opportunity  after  I  get  it  from 
Mr.  Worth.  The  canvass  is  progressing  warmly  in  this  Co.  The 
news  from  Persons  [5?c]  and  in  the  west  is  very  favorable  to  Govr. 
Vance.  I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  the  flour  yet.  Please  write 
Cameron  and  know  why  it  has  not  been  sent. 

Tax  List  UNC 

List  of  Property  of  Wm.  A.  Graham 

FOR  Taxation  of  Confederate  Gov't, 

IN  Orange  County,  Aug.  1864. 

Lands  all  employed  in  agriculture. 

1.  Homestead  56  acres,  value  in   1860 

House  destroyed  by  fire  Dec'r  1 1th.  1862,  present  value 

2.  Estes  tract                  833  acres,  value  in    1860 

3.  Ray  tract                    695  acres,        "  "       " 
1/2  of  Cole  tract           92     do 

all  employed  in  agriculture. 

Slaves 

Males  age  Females  age 

Abram  46  Lizzy — cripple  49 

Alfred  carpenter  42  Leah  36 


298 


James  W.  Hinton. 
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Steve — gardener 

53 

Isabella 

14 

Jim 

38 

Margaret 

11 

Ben 

31 

Ann 

5 

Richard 

31 

Sarah 

16 

Aleck — in  army 

16 

Eliza 

35 

Tom 

15 

Lucy 

15 

Michael 

12 

Caroline 

10 

Cladwood 

9 

Julia  Ann 

7 

Alfred 

7 

Louisa 

5 

Caesar 

5 

Eliza  Dick 

12 

Gilbert 

3 

Sally 

3 

Johnston 

14 

Maria 

5 

John — trough  blacksmi 

ith       26 

Charlie 

4 

Edward 

23 

Milly 

2 

Henderson — trough  mason     38 

Mary 

3 

Shepard 

Lizetta 

25 

Neil 

10 

Henry — infant 

All 

employed  in 

agriculture. 

House  servants 

Males 

age 

Females 

age 

Dave 

33 

Mima 

61 

Tom 

15 

Amanda 

22 

Neil 

9 

Nancy 

13 

Caroline 

26 

Rhoda 

21 

Laura 

11 

- 

Slaves  hired 

Willis  to  J.  M.  Park 
Sally  to  J.  M.Wolfe 
Lewis — blacksmith — to  Altman 


48 
45 
22 


Horses  and  Mules  in  Agriculture 


6  Mules,  one  of  them  blind. 

4  Horses — one  of  them  20  years  old,  since  dead. 

4  Oxen. 

3  Two-Horse  Ploughs,  5  One-horse  do. 


26 

Head 

25 

23 

15 

20 

Bushels 

value 

$3,000. 
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2  Harrows,  8  old  Hoes,  2  Mattocks,  2  Axes. 

5  Cradles,  4  old  Mowing  scythes. 

1  Four  Horse  waggon,  old.  1  Two  Horse  do.  1  Ox  do. 

2  old  1  Horse  Carts. 
1  Wheat  Fan.  1  Horse  Rake. 
1  set  Blacksmith  tools. 

Horse  not  in  agriculture 
1  sorrel  Mare,  Stella 

Cattle 

Sheep   &:  lambs 

Hogs 

Pigs 

Wheat 

Furniture,  Household  &  Kitchen 

Rosewood  Piano  Forte 

1   Carriage  — good — &  Harness      $      500. 
1  do       — old,  broken  down      $         50. 

1    Buggy  Sc  Harness — old —  $       100. 

Library  of  Law  k  other  Books,    $  2,500. 

Paintings,  Pictures,  etc. 

Silver  ware  &  Plate 
3  Gold  Watches 

Gold  Coin 

Solvent  credits  tenable 
Bank  bills  &  Treas.  notes 

$9,495. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Edward  J.  Hale^^^     A&H:  HALE 

^  Hillsboro', 

August    8th.,     1864. 

I  forget  my  state  of  account  with  the  Observer,  but  believe  the 
subscription  expired  in  April  last.  1  therefore  enclose  herein  $30., 
being  $25.  in  old  issue;  the  currency  sent,  to  pay  for  two  copies 


$      500. 

$      600. 

$      300. 

5,000. 

$        60. 

1,200. 

95. 

25,000. 

200. 

95. 

3,000. 

299  Although   this   letter  has  suffered   badly  from   both  fire  and   water,  it  is  suf- 
ficiently important  to  warrant  inclusion  of  what  is  readable. 
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semi-weekly,  my  own  at  this  place  and  another  to  my  sons,  G.  8c  A. 
Graham,  at  Chapel  Hill. 

I  observed  some  weeks  since  in  your  paper,  an  editorial  state- 
ment, to  the  effect  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  suspend  Habeas 
Corpus  had  no  relation  to  the  State  of  [illegible] ^^^  on  which  as- 
servation  one  Senator  and  one  member  of  the  House  were  re- 
turned. 

This  is  a  mistake,  I  was  not  there  at  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  it 
was  a  secret  proceeding.  But  Mr.  Rives,^^!  in  his  speech  on  the 
repeal  said,  he  had  read  a  message  from  the  Pres't  to  Congress,^^^ 
(secret),  which  demonstrated  a  necessity  for  the  act,  though  I  think, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  also  said  that  it  was  not  intended 
for  N.C.  I  feel,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  say,  tho'  not  for  publication, 
that  the  message  in  question  does  evidently  point  to  N.  C,  and 
what  is  more  offensive  to  her  Chief  Justice,^^^  (without  mention 
[illegible]  of  either),  and  was,  in  my  opinion,  by  reason  of  [illegi- 
ble] the  sensibilities  of  her  people,  that  portion  of  her  obligation. 

The  other  men  of  the  State,  who  advised  the  ear  of  the  President, 
and  forwarded  the  passage  of  an  act  which  made  a  pretence  of  sus- 
pending Habeas  Corpus,  subverted  the  law  of  arrest  &  commit- 
ment, totally  distinct  subjects,  Sc  superseded  the  civil  magistracy  of 


3*^0  Undoiibtetlly,  as  is  clear  from  the  context,  the  damaged  words  are  "North 
Carolina." 

301  William  Cabell  Rives. 

302  Probably  this  reference  was  to  Davis's  message  of  February  3,  1864,  which  con- 
tained no  special  mention  of  North  Carolina;  however,  Davis  did  indicate  a  desire 
to  extend  executive  and  military  power — an  ambition  which  further  alarmed  sensi- 
tive North  Carolinians. 

303  Richmond  Mumford  Pearson  (1805-1878),  of  Surry  County,  a  native  of  Rowan, 
was  chief  justice  of  the  North  Carolina  Supreme  Court.  He  graduated  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  in  1823  and  practiced  in  Salisbury  where  he  gained  a 
reputation  as  a  thorough  student  of  the  law.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Commons, 
1829-1833;  superior  court  judge,  1836-1848,  where  he  proved  to  be  an  unusually 
able  trial  judge;  and  state  supreme  court  judge,  1848  to  1868  (chief  justice  after 
1858).  A  truly  great  teacher,  he  operated  a  famous  law  school  where  he  trainetl  more 
than  one  thousand  attorneys.  He  opposed  secession  on  moral  and  legal  grounds,  had 
no  love  for  the  Confederacy,  and  incurred  considerable  unpopularity  by  his  de- 
cisions in  habeas  corpus  proceedings  growing  out  of  the  Confetlerate  conscription 
laws,  which  Pearson  believed  to  be  illegal.  Despite  his  opposition  to  certain  policies 
of  the  Davis  administration,  no  taint  of  disloyalty  blemished  his  reputation.  His 
conduct  during  Reconstruction  was  more  controversial.  Ignoring  the  traditional 
aloofness  of  the  judiciary  in  political  matters,  Pearson  publicly  and  covertly  sup- 
ported the  Republican  party.  Although  he  issued  writs  of  habeas  corpus  during  the 
Kirk-Holden  war,  he  declined  to  seek  their  enforcement,  thus  aiding  Holden.  He 
presided  fairly  at  Holden's  impeachment  but  was  sympathetic  to  the  governor,  even 
to  the  extent  of  advising  his  counsel  privately.  Pearson  feared  impeachment  pro- 
ceedings himself  but  was  probably  spared  that  ordeal  by  his  former  stutlents.  Dic- 
tionary of  American  Biography,  XIV,  360-361. 
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the  country  with  the  Military,  in  the  cognizance  of  offenses,  well 
defined  &:  provided  against,  in  the  criminal  code  of  every  enlight- 
ened nation. 

Like  influences  occasioned  the  offensive  reply  of  the  Pres't  to 
the  letter  of  Gov'r  Vance,  suggesting  that  offers  should  be  made  for 
negotiation  with  the  enemy,  in  which  he  undertakes  to  ignore  the 
Gov'r  &:  Gen'l  Assembly  as  proper  sources  of  information  in  regard 
to  the  State,  and  to  denounce  as  traitors  a  part  of  the  people,  tells 
the  Gov'r  that  he  is  dealing  too  mildly  with  them,  &  to  treat  them 
with  force. 

From  that,  and  like  causes,  springs  mainly  the  chagrin  of  the 
old  democratic  party,  which  constituted  %  of  the  secession  party, 
it  finding  itself  in  a  minority. 

The  State  has  been  disparaged  in  the  estimation  of  her  allies, 
and  thus  is  not  so  much  regarded  among  them  as  Kentucky,  Arkan- 
sas, or  Tennessee,  the  majority  of  whose  people,  at  least  in  the 
first  mentioned  State,  are  openly  with  the  enemy,  or  offer  him 
but  feeble  resistance.  Mr.  Holden's  personal  ambition,  which  has 
been  properly  and  signally  rebuked  in  the  recent  election,  is  not 
the  sole,  or  chief,  cause  of  this  state  of  things.  The  presses  and 
politicians  of  the  original  secession  school,  with  all  their  abhor- 
rence of  party,  have  abated  nothing  of  their  old  venom,  and  can 
hardly  allude  to  any  of  their  old  opponents  without  giving  vent  to 
a   [illegible]  suspicion  of  disloyalty. 

And  the  question  of  secession  agitating  the  great  majority  of  the 
people,  this  [illegible]  must  be  broad  enough  to  explain  the  ob- 
jects of  their  denunciation.  In  their  creed,  every  person  who  was 
against  Vance  in  elections  is  against  the  convention  now.  Hence, 
I  was  asked  by  our  Senate  at  Richmond  whether  "Gov.  Vance  had 
not  proved  a  much  better  man  than  he  was  supposed  to  be  at  the 
time  of  his  election,"  I  replied.  No,  those  who  elected  Gov.  Vance 
were  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  State.  They  embarked  in 
this  revolution  as  a  necessity,  expecting  a  dreadful  war,  and  he  and 
they  had  sustained  it  far  more  effectively,  as  a  general  thing,  than 
his  opponents.  His  actions  but  demonstrated  his  consistency.  By 
another  Senator,  (Mr.  Barnwell,^^^  of  S.C.),  I  was  told  in  June, 


^O"*  Robert  Woodward  Barnwell  ('1801-1882),  of  South  Carolina,  graduated  from 
Harvard  College  in  1821  with  highest  honors.  His  life  was  devoted  to  public  service. 
He  was  elected  to  the  state  legislature  in  1826;  served  in  the  United  States  House  of 
Representatives,  1829-1833,  during  which  time  he  signed  the  Ordinance  of  Nullifica- 
tion; presided  as  president  of  South  Carolina  College  (now  the  state  university), 
1835-1841;  sat  briefly  as  a  United  States  senator  in  1850;  and  was  a  delegate  to  the 
secession  convention  and  one  of  the  three  state  commissioners  to  the  Buchanan  ad- 
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that  Col.  Keith,  of  that  State,  had  just  passed  through  N.C., 
and  was  assured  and  convinced  that  Holden  would  be  elected 
Gov'r  by  at  least  20,000  majority.  A  lawyer  of  this  State,  at  his 
place  of  residence  on  the  James  river,  a  few  weeks  since,  and  who 
had  never  been  in  N.C.,  asked  what  I  thought  about  the  election 
of  Gov'r.  I  replied  that  Mr.  Vance  would  be  elected  by  a  great 
majority,  that  Mr.  Holden  was  supported  by  no  [illegible]  for  the 
Legislature,  except  [illegible]  and  this  was  a  striking  index  of 
public  sentiment.  He  expressed  great  relief  at  "hearing  me  say 
so,  "  was  apparently  under  great  anxiety,  etc.  Thus  it  is,  that  the 
party  feeling  of  a  small  number  of  active  men,  with  the  aid  of  a 
considerable  number  of  presses,  has  been  impressing  the  public 
mind  with  distrust  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

When  I  met  these  things  in  my  remarks  against  a  proposition  to 
continue  the  suspension  of  Hab.  Cor.,  and  more  at  length  in  a 
speech  in  secret  session,  with  such  statements  as  that  N.C.  had 
furnished  102,500  men  in  [illegible]  and  66,000  of  those 
[equipped?]  and  paid  by  her  Legislature,  [illegible]  before  any 
conscription,  [illegible]  for  as  it  appeared  there  was  no  necessity 
for  conscription  for  her.  She  had  never  failed  to  fill  a  requisition 
made  on  her,  and  she  has  had  46  Regiments  in  the  great  battles  of 
Richmond  in  1862,  and  56  in  Virginia  now,  and  when  I  spoke  of 
a  Reg't  it  was  not  a  collection  of  300  or  400  men,  to  create  offices 
for  Cols,  or  Lt.  Cols.,  but  from  900  to  1500  men,  equipped  and 
panoplied  for  war,  out  of  her  own  Treasury  in  the  first  instance. 
That  one  half  of  Lee's  army  at  the  commencement  of  this  campaign 
in  the  Wilderness,  was  composed  of  N.C.  troops,  etc.,  etc.  Senators 
expressed  to  me  great  satisfaction,  one,  not  concurring  in  my  gen- 
eral views,  said  he  thought  I  should  bring  these  facts  to  the  notice 
of  the  Pres't,  etc. 

I  have  gone  into  this  in  detail,  to  show  you  how  little  regard  is 
shown  [illegible]  of  the  State,  &  few  [illegible]  just  meed  of  praise, 
in  a  war  which  could  not  have  been  maintained  to  this  day  with- 
out her  aid,  and  which  she  has  done  more  to  support  than  any 
other  State,  save  Georgia,  &:  perhaps  Va.  In  the  distribution  of 


ministration.  During  the  Civil  War  he  presided  as  temporai"y  chairman  over  the 
Confederate  Provisional  Congress,  signed  the  Confederate  constitution,  and  sat 
in  the  Confederate  Senate  from  1861  to  1865.  After  the  war  he  was  chairman  of  the 
faculty  of  the  University  of  South  Carolina,  1866-1873,  and  univei^ity  librarian,  1873- 
1882.  Although  he  supported  slavery  and  favored  secession,  Barnwell  was  more 
moderate  than  many  of  his  fiery  South  Carolina  contemporaries  in  expousing  the 
Southern  cause.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  I,  640-641. 
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patronage  by  the  administration  she  is  hardly  known,  and  a  closed 
corporation  determines  on  the  pittance  of  local  appointments. 

I  have  had  no  conversation  with  the  Pres't  on  these  topics,  but 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  looks  rather  to  private  than  public 
sources  for  information  Sc  counsels,  in  respect  to  the  State. 

I  communicate  these  impressions  in  that  confidence  which  is 
due  to  old  friendship,  I  shall  give  the  administration  a  cheerful 
support  in  all  measures  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  country, 
but  [illegible]  N.C.  shall  [illegible]  with  me,  to  [illegible]. 

William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain  A&H 

Hillsboro 

Aug.    15th,    1864 

My  dear  Sir, 

Augustus'  health  seems  to  be  so  feeble,  that  I  deem  it  best  for 
him  to  remain  at  home  this  week,  and  accompany  his  mother  to 
Ray's  Springs  seven  miles  north  of  this  place,  whither  she  designs 
to  ride  every  day  or  two.  He  will  return  next  Monday  if  he  shall 
get  better.  John  will  return  to  his  Regt.  at  Petersburg  this  week, 
tho'  he  has  not  recovered  entirely  of  his  wounds.  Robt.  is  still 
there,  and  has  not  been  off  duty  one  time  since  the  opening  of  the 
campaign,  by  the  Plymouth  expedition  in  the  spring.  [He  was 
wounded  in  March  ?] ,  but  he  has  not  recovered  the  use  of  his  leg 
sufficiently    for    marching. 

Unless  something  tending  to  peace  shall  arise  out  of  the  pending 
Presidential  election  at  the  North,  I  see  no  prospect  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war.  Mrs.  G.  unites  with  me  in  tendering  regards  to 
Mrs.  Swain  &:  the  young  ladies. 

Very  truly  yours, 
W.  A.  Graham 

Hon  D.  L.  Swain 

I  shall  be  gratified  to  get  from  the  Legislative  Library,  "[Fenes?] 
reign  of  James  2nd." 
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Robert  Davidson  Graham 
Robert  D.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Co.,  D.,  56th.  Reg't.  N.C.T. 
Petersburg,  Virginia, 
August  26th.,  1864. 

Dear  Father: 

John  rejoined  the  Reg't  two  days  since,  without  further  accident 
than  having  been  turned  back  from  Weldon.  He  made  no  stop  at 
Hillsborough,  he  tells  me,  as  he  passed  there  on  his  way  via  Dan- 
ville. The  Reg't  has  been  without  a  field  officer  since  he  was 
wounded  on  18th.  June.  For  that,  and  other  reasons,  we  are  all 
quite  glad  to  see  him  back  aa^ain. 

I  hope  Mother  received  my  letter  of  22nd.,  the  day  after  our 
engagement  on  the  Weldon  R.  R.  There  was  quite  a  heavy  fight 
over  there  yesterday,  but  the  papers  this  morning  give  very  little 
information.  You  will  probably  get  full  particulars  before  the  re- 
ceipt of  my  letter.  A  cavalry  man  from  the  field  this  morning, 
reports  the  enemy  driven  from  the  road  with  a  loss  of  3500  prison- 
ers, and  18  pieces  of  artillery.  Another  report  states  that  they  have 
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gone  down  the  road  towards  Weldon,  that  place  now  in  their 
possession.  Yesterday  at  Bermuda  Hundreds,  the  enemy's  works, 
containing  only  a  skirmish  line,  was  carried,  and  some  250  Yankees 
captured.  I  send  Sister  Julia  a  Yankee  paper,  the  Geneva  (N.Y.) 
Gazette,  which  you  may  find  it  interesting  to  look  over!  I  also  got 
a  New  York  Herald  from  the  Yankees  in  our  front,  day  before 
yesterday.  I  went  over  the  picket  line  to  distribute  some  of  the 
Adj't  Gen'l's  Orders,  No.  65,  on  the  subject  of  Yankee  desertion. 
I  didn't  show  them  my  rank,  nor  ask  what  they  thought  of  the 
subject,  as  one  of  them  may  have  been  officers  "in  undress, "  like 
myself.  This  is  the  first  time  we  have  had  any  exchanges  of  papers 
in  our  front  for  some  time.  The  rascals  take  advantage  of  a  lull  to 
advance  their  lines.  The  Herald,  like  the  Gazette,  is  against  Lin- 
coln, though  not  so  bitter.  I  have  seen  several  Yankee  letters  since 
the  fight  on  the  right,  and  I  judge  the  sentiment  of  the  army  is 
rather  favorable   to   McClelland. ^^^. 

George  Washington  is  still  tnihurt,  is  with  Col.  McMaster,306 
who  commands  the  So.  Ca.  Brigade  at  present.  His  Hdqrs.  are  in 


30^  George  Brinton  McClellan  (1826-1885)  was  born  in  Philadelphia  of  Scottish 
parentage.  He  attended  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  but  graduated  from  West 
Point  in  1846,  second  in  his  class  of  fifty-nine.  Assigned  to  the  engineers,  he  proved 
to  be  an  outstanding  officer  prior  to  his  resignation  in  1857  to  become  chief  engineer 
of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  and  in  1860  was  named  president  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi.  Soon  after  the  Civil  War  began,  McClellan  was  appointetl  major  general 
and  given  command  of  the  Department  of  Ohio.  He  was  instrumental  in  keeping 
Kentucky  in  the  Union  before  moving  east  where  he  achieved  his  most  notable  suc- 
cesses and  failures.  A  great  organizer  and  administratoi,  he  commanded  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  which  he  fashioned  into  an  efficient  military  imit.  His  master  plan 
called  for  a  move  up  the  Virginia  peninsula  which  woidd  result  in  the  capture  of 
Richmond.  His  moment  of  destiny  came  in  the  spring  of  1862;  but  this  army  was 
turned  back  by  Johnston  and  Lee,  and,  although  still  intact,  was  withdrawn  at 
Lincoln's  command.  He  commanded  again  at  Antietam  but  failed  to  follow  up  his 
advantage  and  was  relieved  of  command.  Advocating  a  negotiated  peace,  he  was  the 
Democratic  presidential  nominee  in  1864.  After  the  war  he  was  an  engineer.  He  was 
governor  of  New  Jersey,  1878-1881.  As  a  soldier  McClellan  approached  greatness 
but  never  matured,  perhaps  because  major  responsibilities  were  thrust  on  him  too 
soon.  Lost  opportunities  plagued  him.  Reluctant  to  engage,  he  overestimated  the 
enemy  numbers  consistently.  Unlike  Grant,  McClellan  was  never  willing  to  use  an 
imperfect  tool,  regardless  of  the  unprepa redness  of  the  enemy.  One  of  his  most 
serious  weaknesses  was  a  lack  of  awareness  of  the  polticial  realities  confronting  the 
Lincoln  government.  Nevertheless,  Lee  consideretl  McClellan  his  ablest  adversary. 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XI,  581-585. 

306  pif2  William  McMaster,  of  Fairfield,  South  Carolina,  graduated  from  the  Col- 
lege of  South  Carolina  in  1847.  He  distinguished  himself  as  colonel  of  the  Seventeenth 
South  Carolina  Regiment,  tlespite  the  suggestion  in  this  letter  that  his  conduct  was 
suspect.  After  the  war  he  was  a  prominent  Columbia  lawyer.  As  a  University  of  South 
Carolina  trustee  and  state  senator  he  led  a  futile  effort  to  prevent  the  establishment 
of  Clemson  College  (now  Clemson  University).  Alumni  Directory,  University  of  South 
Carolina  (Columbia:   University  of  South  Carolina,  1926),  hereinafter  cited  as  Alumni 
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100  yards  of  mine.  James  Riley ,^07  who  lost  his  leg  in  Sunday's 
fight,  is  doing  well  at  Fair  Groiuid's  Hospital.  Lieut.  Coggins^^^ 
death  was  a  surprise  to  us  all.  His  body  was  sent  home.  He  is  the 
second  1st.  Lieutenant  that  the  Co.  has  lost  in  the  war.  His  Mother 
will  feel  his  loss  most  keenly. 

Please  send  some  syrup  in  bottle  returned  by  Miller,  if  conven- 
ient. With  much  love  to  all  the  family, 

Your  affectionate  Son, 

[P.S.]  George  stupidly  neglected  to  send  the  little  tin  basket  by 
Clark.  1  don't  know  when  another  opportunity  will  be  offered. 
Your  letter,  23rd.,  came  to  hand  last  night.  1  am  rather  surprised 
to  learn  by  Lieut.  Wilson,309  that  Clark^io  allowed  one  of  the 
deserters  to  escape  him  after  he  had  caught  him.  He  was  named 
St  out, ^^^  from  the  S.  W.  corner  of  Orange,  and  I  expected  to  have 
an  example  made  of  him,  he  was  a  Sergeant  himself. 

John  W.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham,  UNC 

Petersburg,  Va., 
"In  the  Trenches," 
56  Reg't  N.C.T., 
August  28th.,  1864. 

My  Dear  Father, 

I  reached  Petersburg  last  Tuesday  night,  and  joined  my  Regi- 
ment next  day  at  nearly  the  same  point  at  which  I  left  it  on  18th. 

Directory  of  USC;  Daniel  Walker  Hpllis,  South  Carolina  College,  Volume  II  of  Col- 
lege to  University  (Columbia:  University  of  South  Carolina  Press,  2  volumes,  1951, 
1956),  83,  119,  153,  hereinafter  cited  as  H  oil  is.  South  Carolina  College. 

•^^^  James  Riley,  an  Orange  County  farmer,  was  a  private  in  Company  D,  Fifty-sixth 
North  Carolina  Regiment.  He  lost  his  left  leg  due  to  wounds  sustained  on  August  21, 
1864,  in  defending  the  Weldon  Railroad.  Military  Service  Records. 

'^^^  Joseph  B.  Coggins,  of  Orange  County,  attended  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
in  1860-1861.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  "Graham's  Rifles"  for  the  duration.  He  was 
promotetl  through  various  ranks,  achieving  a  first  lieutenancy  in  February,  1864. 
Wounded  near  Petersburg  in  June,  he  dietl  in  August.  In  1911  the  university  awarded 
him  the  A.B.  degree  posthumously  as  of  1863.  Military  Service  Records;  Spencer 
Alumni  Project. 

309  Charles  R.  Wilson. 

3^0  James  M.  Clark,  a  sergeant  in  Company  D,  Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment, 
was  detailed  to  Orange  County  in  August,  1864,  to  capture  deserters.  He  was  severely 
wounded  near  Petersburg  on  March  25,  1865,  and  hospitalized  until  May  12.  Military 
Service  Records. 

311  Thomas  D.  Stout  rose  from  private  to  sergeant.  He  enlisted  on  July  15,  1862,  for 
the  duration  but  deserted  on  August  9,  1864.  Military  Service  Records. 


166  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

of  June — our  right  resting  about  300  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of 
the  "Crater"  made  on  30th.  of  July.  7  he  men  seemed  very  glad  to 
see  me  back,  and  were  in  good  spirits,  notwithstanding  their  heavy 
loss  in  the  affairs  of  last  Sunday,  of  whicli  I  suppose  Robert  gave 
you  an  account.  The  Reg't  had  443  for  duty  when  I  left,  now  only 
about  220  in  tlie  trenches,  though  with  the  sick  in  [the]  Brigade 
Infirmary,  cooks,  prisoners,  guards,  wagoners,  and  ambulance 
corps,  we  report  351  present.  We  have  an  aggregate  of  798,  about 
70  of  them  prisoners,  and  a  good  many  so  badly  wounded  that  they 
will  never  be  fit  for  duty. 

Our  Brigade  acted  splendidly  in  the  charge  last  Sunday,  and  are 
confident  that  tliey  would  have  taken  the  Battery  of  16  guns  play- 
ing on  them,  if  McRae's  Brigade  liad  kept  up  on  the  right,  who 
says  he  had  orders  to  stop  at  the  first  line  of  enemy's  works,  while 
Col.  Harris,3i2 —  Com'd'g  Ransom's — says  he  was  ordered  to  go 
as  far  as  he  could.  I  doubt  if  we  could  liave  held  the  works  after 
taking  them,  as  Gen'l  Heth  had  no  support  ready.  As  it  turned  out, 
we  lost  heavily,  and  accomplished  nothing,  except  taking  some 
prisoners.  My  Reg't  lost  more  than  |4  of  those  engaged,  many  of 
them  [from]  terrible  wounds  from  grape.  Finnegan's,'"^!'^  (Florida) 
is  the  Brigade,  1  understand,  which  the  papers  abuse  for  not  sup- 
porting Hagood^i4  on  the  rigiit.  The  wliole  truth  is,  Heth  and 
Mahone^i-^  knew  nothing  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  or  how  his 


312  John  L.  Harris,  of  Person  County,  was  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  North  Carolina  Regiiueiit.  He  was  severely  wounded  at  Hatcher's  Run  late  in 
the  war.  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  II,  271 ,  290. 

•^'•^  Joseph  Finegan  (1814-1885),  of  Florida,  became  head  of  military  affairs  in  his 
state  early  in  1861.  In  April,  1862,  he  was  appointed  a  Confederate  brigadier  general 
and  given  command  of  the  Department  of  Middle  and  Eastern  Florida.  He  com- 
manded at  the  Battle  of  Olustee  and  seived  in  X'irginia  from  May,  1864,  to  March, 
1865.  A  lawyer  by  profession,  he  was  a  Florida  state  senator,  1865-1866,  and  later  a 
cotton  broker  in  Savannah,  Georgia.  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  88-89. 

•^'■^Johnson  Hagood  (1829-1898),  of  South  Carolina,  after  giaduating  from  The 
Citatlel  in  1847,  became  a  lawyer  and  planter.  Commissioned  colonel  of  the  First 
South  Carolina  Regiment,  he  participated  in  the  bombardment  of  Port  Sumter  and 
First  Manassas  before  returning  to  the  defenses  of  Charleston.  He  was  promoted  to 
brigadier  general  in  July,  1862,  and  fought  at  the  Wilderness,  Weldon  Railroad,  antl 
in  the  defense  of  Petei>»burg.  For  sixty-five  days  he  was  heavily  engaged  before  Petei-s- 
bing,  losing  about  1,500  of  his  2,300  men.  After  the  wai  he  took  a  leading  part  in 
promoting  diversified  farming  and  restoring  the  southern  echication  system.  A  politi- 
cal ally  of  Wade  Hampton  IH,  Hagood  helped  to  end  reconstruction  politics  and 
served  as  South  Carolina's  governor  from  1880  to  1882.  Concise  Dictionary^  of  Ameri- 
can liiography.l^H'Z;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  1^65. 

3i5YVilliam  Mahone  (1826-1895),  of  'Virginia,  was  a  graduate  of  the  Virginia 
Military  Institute,  president  of  the  Norfolk- Petersburg  Railroad,  and  a  Confederate 
major  general.  An  able  field  conniiander  and  capable  athuinistrator,  he  particularly 
distingiushed  himself  in  the  Wilderness  and  at  the  Battle  of  the  Crater.  After  the  war 
he  was  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  Atlantic,  Mississippi,  and  Ohio  Railroad  and 
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works  ran.  I  have  read  this  morning's  "New  York  Herald"  of  26th., 
and  "Tribune"  of  25th.  Gold  255%.  Herald  says  McClellan  will  be 
nominated  at  Chicago.  Scarcely  anyone  I  meet  speaks  of  peace  as 
at  all  likely  to  take  place  soon,  and  the  men  expect  to  spend  the 
winter  at  Petersburg.  From  all  that  I  see  in  the  Northern  Papers 
as  yet,  Lincoln  will  be  reelected  and  the  War  continued,  yet  I  trust 
that,  after  the  Chicago  nomination  things  may  wear  a  better  aspect 
for  us. 

I  have  not  seen  Thomas  Roulhac^i^  since  my  return,  but  under- 
stand he  is  well.  Col.  Rutledge^i^  is  again  in  command  of  the 
Brigade.  Col.  Luke^i^  has  not  returned  to  the  Regiment,  though 
his  leave  has  expired, — neither  [has]  Col.  Faison.^i^ 

Robert  is  still  well,  no  casualties  in  his  Company  since  Sunday. 
Everything  quiet  today.  The  Yankees  shelled  the  town  a  good  deal 
yesterday. 

George  Washington  is  about  100  hundred  yards  from  me,  as  his 
Brigade  is  on  my  right. 

Write  soon. 

Your  afft'e  Son, 

[P.S.]  The  trenches  looked  pretty  hard  when  I  first  came  in,  but 
we  manage  to  get  along  pretty  well.  Our  Company  goes  out  every 
day   to   wash. 


later  the  Norfolk  and  Western.  In  1879  he  organized  and  led  the  Readjuster  Move- 
ment to  scale  the  state  debt.  A  United  States  senator  from  1880  to  1882,  Mahone 
built  and  dominated  the  Republican  party  in  Virginia,  thus  breaking  the  Democ- 
racy's control  of  the  "solid  South  "  for  a  time.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XII, 
211-212. 

316  Thomas  Ruffin  Roulhac  (1846-1907),  of  Hillsborough,  attended  the  Wilson 
school  and  the  Hillsborough  Military  Academy  but  ran  away  from  school  to  become 
a  soldier  the  day  after  North  Carolina  seceded.  Before  he  attained  the  age  of  fourteen, 
he  was  a  Confederate  drill  master.  Later  he  was  a  private  and,  after  Gettysburg,  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Forty-ninth  North  Carolina  Regiment.  Captured  at  Five  Forks, 
April  1,  1865,  he  was  imprisoned  briefly  at  Johnson's  Island.  Roulhac  studietl  law 
with  his  eminent  grandfather,  Thomas  Ruffin,  practiced  in  California,  and  married 
and  settled  in  Alabama  in  1870.  He  practiced  at  Mobile,  Greensboro,  and  Sheffield. 
He  was  a  circuit  court  judge,  and  later  United  States  district  attorney.  Joel  C.  DuBose 
(ed.).  Notable  Men  of  Alabama,  Personal  and  Genealogical  with  Portraits  (Atlanta: 
Southern  Historical  Association,  2  volumes,  1904),  II,  78-79,  hereinafter  cited  as 
Dubose,  Notable  Men  of  Alabama. 

'^^'^  Henry  M.  Rutledge. 

318  G.  Gratiott  Luke. 

31^  Paul  Faison. 
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Thomas  P.  Devereux  to  William  A.  Graham,  UNC 

Hashoven, 
August  29th.,  1864. 

Perhaps  I  am  about  to  do  a  very  foolish  thing.  I  have  a  desire  to 
fill  two  offices  before  I  put  off  my  mortal  coil.  One  is,  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  convention  which  I  see  must  be  called,  to  amend  or 
make  over  the  unholy  affair  which  is  called  the  constitution  of  the 
Confederate  States.  My  object  in  this  work  is  the  hope  of  leaving 
my  descendants  a  country,  a  real  government ,  rather  than  a  mere 
agency  to  manage  their  affairs,  &  to  you  I  make  myself  sufficiently 
plain  when  I  say  that  the  model  I  should  adopt  would  be  the 
engrafting  into  the  instrument  those  principles  which  we  under- 
stand by  the  term  Hamiltonian  or  Federal.  My  hopes  on  my  avail- 
ability to  this  end  are  not  very  bright,  for  to  you  I  can  say  I  hardly 
hope  for  conservatism  enough  in  the  masses  to  trust  me  with  the 
care  of  their  interests.  I  can  offer  nothing  as  an  inducement  to 
office,  but  a  most  decided  identity  of  interest,  and  the  fact  that  I 
have^  'k  can  have^  no  object  but  to  promote  that  interest. 

The  second  office  I  seek  is  that  being  one  of  the  commission 
which  I  see  will  shortly  meet,  (Peace  and  Independence  being 
established)  to  adjust  all  matters  of  trade,  boundary,  etc.,  includ- 
ing, if  you  please,  the  word  Amity  in  the  etc.  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Confederate  States.  My  habits  of  early  life,  my  educa- 
tion, the  pursuits  of  my  latter  days,  etc.,  have,  I  think,  made  me 
more  familiar  with  the  subject  than  many  others,  perhaps  I  might 
say,  most  others,  but  especially  I  think  I  am  free  from  the  ruthless 
hatred  which  is  so  rife,  "k  which  I  fear  will  perpetuate  a  state  of 
warfare  between  the  countries — at  the  same  time,  I  yield  to  no 
one  in  holding  Southern  sentiments  8c  opinions  ad  extremum,  but 
I  am  not  prepared  to  quaiTell  with  every  body  who  does  not  exact- 
ly agree  with  me.  I  have  no  right  to  expect  anything  from  my  early 
secession  proclivities,  for  I  had  none,  &:  profess  none,  8c  one  of  my 
chief  wishes  is  to  use  the  now  admitted  right  of  secession,  (I  sup- 
pose admitted)  so  regulated  as  to  give  us  the  confidence  of  the  out- 
side world,  as  a  government  which  cannot  be  dissolved  by  the 
whim  of  an  accidental  majority.  Sometimes  I  think  I  am  an  old 
fool  in  not  declining  all  business,  but  my  private  affairs,  so  calmly 
waiting  for  the  end,  but  I  have  concluded  that  I  ought  to  do  what 
I  can,  k  I  know  no  better  way  of  expressing  my  willingness  than  to 
place  my  name  and  services  at  your  disposition,  assuring  you,  my 
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dear  Sir,  that  my  expectations, — if  they  amount  to  so  high  a  status, 
— are  very  moderate,  8c  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  never  again 
to  think  of  the  subject. 

I  have  been  pleased  to  hear  that  one  of  your  sons  thinks  of  sett- 
ling in  this  vicinity,  if  he  does,  be  pleased  to  give  him  a  letter  to 
me. 

I  am  spending  the  summer  months  at  the  pine  wood  residence 
of  Mr.  Edmtnidston,  about  seven  miles  from  Conacanara,  where 
we  all  maintain  health  &  appetite. 

The  low  ground  crop  is  fair,  the  tipland  very  good,  but  I  have, 
three  times,  lost  my  low  groLUid  crop  on  tiie  31st.  of  August,  8j  we 
are  not  yet  safe. 

Mrs.  D.  unites  with  me  in  best  respects  to  Mrs.  G.,  8c  inany 
wishes  for  an  early  8c  honorable  peace 

Believe  me, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

George  Little  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh,  N.C., 

September,     1864. 

During  last  Spring,  certain  members  of  the  old  line  Conserva- 
tive party,  advocates  of  the  election  of  Gov.  Vance,  finding  their 
views  on  public  affairs  not  correctly  represented,  by  any  news- 
papers published  at  the  seat  of  Government,  united  in  purchasing 
the  press,  etc.  of  the  "Spirit  of  the  Age,"  and  establishing  the  Con- 
servative. Much  valuable  service  was  rendered  by  it  in  the  late 
campaign,  by  publication  of  documents,  and  circulation  of  true 
political  principles,  at  home,  and  in  the  army. 

Our  party  was  successful,  and  our  candidate  elected.  But  to 
keep  that  party  united  and  triumphant,  it  is  essential  that  the 
"Conservative"  shall  be  sustained  and  continued,  it's  [sic]  circula- 
tion increased,  it's  [sic]  power  of  doing  good  enlarged,  by  provid- 
ing a  new  press,  and  new  material  necessary  to  enable  it  to  do  the 
business  of  a  first  class  newspaper. 

For  these  ends,  more  money  is  needed,  and  the  Committee  ap- 
peal with  confidence  to  you  for  your  cooperation,  to  effect  an  ob- 
ject so  desirable;  especially  as  the  investment  has  every  prospect  of 
being  profitable. 
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It  is  proper  to  mention  that  Col.  Hyman  consented  to  take 
charge  of  the  editorial  department  only  during  the  campaign,  and 
he  has  resigned  this  charge. 

A  gentleman  of  fine  talents  and  attainments,  of  large  experience 
in  public  affairs,  whose  wounds  bear  testimony  to  his  gallant  con- 
duct in  the  field,  has  consented  to  become  his  successor,  and  enter 
on  the  duties  during  the  winter.  In  the  meantime,  ample  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  the  successful  conduct  of  the  paper. 

The  subscriptions  to  the  stock  of  this  enterprise  have  usually 
varied  from  five  shares,  or  $500.,  to  fifteen  shares,  or  $1500., — for 
the  most  part,  $1,000. 

A  subscription  from  yourself  is  solicited,  as  well  as  your  aid  in 
promoting  the  circulation  of  the  paper. 

Please  answer  immediately,  if  possible. 

John  W.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham.  UNC 

56th.  Reg't,  N.C.T. 
In  the  Trenches, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va. 
September  5th.,  1864. 

My  Dear  Father, 

I  received  your  letter  by  Mr.  Faucette  on  yesterday,  and  was 
very  glad  to  hear  from  home  once  more,  that  you  were  all  well. 
Everything  has  been  pretty  quiet  since  my  last  letter,  with  the 
exception  of  severe  shelling  by  the  enemy  on  last  night  and  on 
Monday  night  last.  My  Reg't  was  in  rear  of  Gracie's32o  Brigade  on 
the  first  occasion,  and  we  had  to  take  a  mortar  shelling  until  late 
in  the  night.  On  last  night  I  was  in  command  of  Reserves,  (3  Reg'ts 
from  our  Brigade)  near  Reservoir.  The  Yankees  kept  us  awake  a 
good  part  of  the  night.  We  moved  in  the  works  at  3  a.m.  this  morn- 
ing, I  suppose  we  will  not  go  out  again  in  some  time.  We  rested 
three  days.  The  mortars  have  commenced  again  this  evening.  We 


320  Archibald  Gracie,  Jr.  (1832-1864),  a  native  of  New  York  who  settled  in  Alabama, 
was  educated  in  Heidelberg,  Germany,  and  at  West  Point,  where  he  graduated  in 
1854.  He  resigned  his  army  commission  in  1856  to  join  his  father  in  the  mercantile 
trade  in  Mobile,  Alabama.  In  the  Confederate  army  he  rose  from  captain  to  brigadier 
general.  He  was  killed  on  December  2,  1864,  while  observing  the  enemy  through  a 
telescope  from  the  trenches  before  Petersburg.  During  the  war  all  the  other  members 
of  the  Gracie  family,  including  his  father,  adhered  to  the  Union,  living  in  New  York. 
The  cordial  relations  which  were  maintained  demonstrate  the  trauma  of  divided 
family  loyalties.  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  1 13-1 14. 
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open  our  mortars  whenever  they  commence  shelling  the  town.  A 
good  many  shells  have  struck  not  far  from  my  Bombproof,  and 
thrown  some  dirt  into  it.  We  collect  all  the  shells  and  fragments 
thrown  by  the  enemy,  and  throw  all  the  whole  ones  back  to  them, 
and  the  pieces  to   Richmond. 

I  was  very  glad  to  receive  the  box  from  home,  which  Serg't  Clark 
brought  through  safely.  Also  the  barrel  for  Gen'l  Beauregard.  We 
are  all  pained  to  hear  of  the  loss  of  Atlanta,  which  we  heard  of- 
ficially on  yesterday,  though  the  Yankees  were  cheering  all  along 
the  lines  last  Friday  night,  and  halloaed  to  us  that  "Atlanta  had 
gone  up.  ' 

A  mortar  has  just  thrown  some  more  dirt  on  me.  Our  Bomb- 
proofs  stand  the  64  lbs.  shell  pretty  well,  but  the  Yankees  have 
begun  to  give  us  the  11  inch  shell,  which  makes  them  rather  un- 
safe, as  these  heavy  shell  may  go  through.  In  fact,  the  men  prefer 
dodging  around  traverses  to  the  bombproofs. 

Col.  Faison  reported  for  duty  today.  There  is  no  news,  except 
that  the  Yankees  are  again  massing  on  our  right,  (Weldon  R.  R.) 
1  have  heard  nothing  from  Gen'l  Early  in  some  time.  Robert  is 
quite  well.  Lieut.  Wilson  has  again  failed  to  pass  examination  for 
1st.  Lieut,  in  his  Company. 

My  arm  has  never  got  entirely  well,  and  pains  me  sometimes 
in  cloudy  weather.  This  is  again  your  birthday.  I  wish  you  many, 
many  happy  returns  of  it,  and  would  so  much  like  if  we  all  could 
spend  it  at  home  with  you.  I  am  afraid  the  fall  of  Atlanta  will  se- 
cure Lincoln's  re-election,  and  do  much  to  prolong  the  War.  I 
suppose  we  will  have  soine  heavy  fighting  on  the  right  in  the  next 
two  weeks,  as  Grant  will  probably  try  to  play  the  same  game  as 
Sherman32i  at  Atlanta.  Our  men  are  in  good  spirits,  but  look  for  a 
long  war. 

Best  love  to  Mother  and  Sisters 
Your  affectionate  Son, 


^21  William  lecuniseh  Sherman  (1820-1H91),  of  Ohio,  emerged  from  the  Civil  War 
as  the  most  controversial  of  Federal  generals.  A  graduate  of  W^est  Point  in  1840, 
Sherman  traveled  widely  in  the  South  before  1861  and  was  superintendent  of  a  mili- 
tai^  college  at  Alexandria,  Louisiana,  1859-1861.  He  loved  the  South  and  her  people, 
but  his  fervent  devotion  to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution  motivated  him  to  serve 
the  United  States.  He  considered  it  to  be  his  duty  to  end  the  contest  between  the 
North  and  South  as  quickly  as  possible.  His  subscxjuent  conduct  should  be  considered 
in  that  light.  Sherman  gained  Grant's  esteem  and  confidence  by  his  successes  in  the 
West  and  eventually  rose  to  supreme  command  in  that  area.  Grant,  now  commander- 
in-chief,  ordered  Sherman  to  move  against  Johnston  and  Atlanta  in  the  spring  of 
1864.  Relentlessly  Sherman  forced  the  Confederates  back,  largely  by  flanking  move- 
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Thomas  P.  Devereux  to  William  A.  Graham.  UNC 

Conacanara, 

September   14th.,    1864. 

It  is  a  shame  to  inflict  my  handwriting  upon  any  body,  but  the 
kindness  manifested  in  your  reply  to  my  last,  tempts  me.  I  think 
you  fully  understand  the  extent  of  my  political  aspirations,  &:  that 
I  need  make  no  protestations  on  that  subject.  I  shall  be  willing  to 
put  off  this  mortal  coil  could  I  see  the  Confederacy  established 
well,  a  full  judiciary  act,  the  right  to  incorporate  a  Bank,  &:  to  im- 
pose protective  duties  generally,  with  a  clear  &  express  grant  of 
those  powers  which  our  old  political  friends  were  compelled  to 
gain  by  a  fair  construction,  &  which  to  you  and  myself  are  known 
as  Federal  in  purpose,  %c  which  I  pray  to  suggest  may  be  called 
Confederate.  Could  I  bear  a  part  in  rearranging  the  powers  of 
government,  I  should  be  glad,  &:  die  the  more  contented,  but  my 
personal  gratification  is  a  small  matter,  i/ they  are  settled,  that  is 
the  important  effect,  and  I  am  free  to  confess  that,  much  as  I  be- 
lieve a  reconstruction  of  the  Union  would  now  entail  unnumbered 
woes  upon  both  countries,  much  as  I  should  deplore  it  as  the  ever 
springing  seed  of  future  evil,  I  think  it  is  a  less  one  than  the  at- 
tempt to  carry  on  the  Confederacy  without  a  well  constructed  and 
available  Judiciary  Department,  and,  my  dear  Sir,  I  have  a  strong 
confidence  that  if  the  blessing  of  peace  rends  our  present  rope  of 
sand,  there  is  a  willingness  in  all  parts  of  the  country  &:  in  all 


ments,  until  Atlanta  fell  in  September.  Then,  with  Grant's  approval,  Sherman  un- 
leashed his  army  for  the  famous  "march  through  Georgia  "  as  he  sought  to  break 
Confederate  resistance  by  destroying  its  source  of  supply.  By  bringing  the  war  to  the 
civilian  population,  he  hoped  to  bring  the  war  to  an  early  conclusion.  He  contended 
that  it  was  far  better  to  destroy  goods  than  lives.  This  concept  of  warfare  has  earned 
him  the  reputation  of  being  the  first  of  the  modern  generals.  His  army  lived  off  the 
land,  destroying  war  supplies  and  public  buildings,  railroads,  and  manufacturing 
facilities.  While  serious  personal  violence  to  noncombatants  was  not  widespread,  it  is 
obvious  that  discipline  in  his  army  was  not  strict  enough.  After  occupying  Savannah 
on  December  21,  1864,  Sherman  marched  northward  into  the  Carolinas,  causing  even 
more  destruction  than  in  Georgia.  His  men  were  especially  ruthless  in  South  Carolina 
which  was  considered  the  cradle  of  secession.  On  April  17,  1865,  eight  days  after 
Appomattox,  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Confederate  commander  in  the  Carolinas, 
surrendered  to  Sherman.  His  generous  terms  were  later  repudiated  by  a  Washington 
government  enraged  by  the  assassination  of  Lincoln.  Promoted  to  major  general  of 
the  regular  army  in  1864,  Sherman  became  lieutenant  general  in  1866  and  was  com- 
manding general  of  the  army,  1871-1883.  After  the  war,  he  resolutely  declined  to 
participate  in  politics,  became  a  friend  of  the  South  and  of  many  Confederate  soldiers, 
and  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  president's  plan  of  reconstruction.  Dictionary  of 
American  Biography,  XVII,  93-97;  Warner,  Generals  in  Blue,  441-444. 
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parties,  now  to  try  a  stronger  government,  which  means  a  govern- 
ment with  greater  centralization,  able  to  do  its  own  fighting,  its 
own  taxing,  Sc  its  own  judging,  &  again,  permit  me  to  say  that, 
similar  to  the  dying  prophet  with  his  last  inspiration  clearer  than 
those  of  his  youth,  I  see  that  you  are  one,  Sc  a  leading  one,  of  those 
who  are  to  fight  the  battle  of  the  constitution,  Sc  you  will  succeed, 
all  depends  upon  peace,  when  that  visits  us,  you  cannot  begin  the 
contest  too  soon.  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Arkansas, 
&  I  for  this  purpose  will  add  Kentucky  &  Missouri,  had  no  kind 
of  hand,  not  the  least  influence  in  (if  you  will  pardon  the  expres- 
sion) constructing  the  present  platform.  It  is  reasonable  that  their 
influence  should  be  fully  acknowledged  &  felt  at  an  early  day.  On 
our  conduct  to  our  neighbour,  the  principles  which  should  regu- 
late our  intercourse,  we  agree  so  fully,  it  is  not  necessary  I  should 
say  a  word. 

We  have  had  quite  a  time  on  the  subject  of  taxation,  &:  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  5  per  cent  property  tax,  there  is  one  part  of  it 
is  construed  by  the  bureau  Sc  now  attempted  to  be  administered, 
which  you  will  hear  of  elsewhere,  Sc  which  I  will  barely  point  at — 
viz — property  employed  in  agriculture  is  construed  to  mean  noth- 
ing but  the  very  land  which  produces  the  tithable  crops,  the  very 
negro  who  hoes  it  Sc  the  horse  which  ploughs  it,  the  negro's  hoe,  if 
I  understand  aright,  &:  the  horse,  ploughs,  Sc  the  negro's  child  are 
to  be  taxed  5  per  cent,  &  of  consequence,  if  the  produce  is  not 
tithable,  sweet  potatoes  &:  flax,  the  land  is  to  be  taxed.  So,  if  the 
land  is  weak,  Sc  the  farmer  has  two  shifts,  one  for  cultivation  in 
each  alternate  year,  one  half  is  free  in  respect  to  the  tithe,  but  the 
other  is  to  be  taxed  to  the  full  extent,  and  I  fear  the  controversy 
will  finally  involve  the  right  of  Congress  to  impose  a  direct  tax 
until  the  census  is  taken.  Of  this  you  will  probably  hear  more,  but 
there  is  one  part  of  that  law  which  is  incapable  of  no  dispute  as  to 
its  construction,  which  seems  to  me  dreadfully  hard,  although  I 
am  in  no  way  affected  by  it,  viz,  the  5  &  1  per  cent  tax  on  money 
at  interest.  The  State  and  County  tax  on  the  same  subject  make 
the  sum  of  nearly  7  per  cent  on  the  property,  when  it  can  under 
no  circumstances  yield  more  than  6.  Now  I  believe  that  it  is  an 
universal  rule  that  a  great  law-abiding  people  will  not  submit  to 
systems  of  taxation  which,  of  necessity,  results  in  insolvency.  Sup- 
pose as  there  are  very  many  in  our  State  who  live  where  [illegible] 
on  money  at  6  per  cent,  the  tax  takes  from  them  a  portion  of  their 
capital  every  year,  8c  they  must  live,  the  result  is  beggary.  Yesterday 
a  gentleman  under  60  years  of  age,  living  upon  a  small  property, 


174  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

cultivated  without  any  view  of  selling  the  product,  having  a  large 
vested  property,  with  only  himself  Sc  his  wife,  Sc  who  1  know  is  by 
no  means  expensive,  told  me  he  could  not  live  where  tlie  construc- 
tion given  the  law  under  a  certain  diminution  of  his  property  at 
the  rate  of  8000  Dlls.  per  annum,  now  call  it  6000,  which  it  will 
probably  be,  &:  with  an  estate  of  100,000  Dlls,  he  is  worth  nothing 
at  70.  Hope  must  not  be  destroyed  in  the  human  heart,  if  it  is,  the 
very  best  subjects  in  the  world  are  at  once  transformed  into  the 
worst  rebels.  There  is  a  view  of  it  under  our  legislation  [which] 
is  peculiar.  Admit,  as  Mr.  Davis  has,  that  a  direct  tax  is  now  uncon- 
stitutional, suppose  a  guardian  who  is  positively  restricted  from 
ever  diminishing  the  estate  of  his  ward  pays  the  tax  Sc  binds  out  his 
ward,  although  he  may  have  a  capital  of  20,000.  Is  the  payment  of 
the  tax  by  the  guardian  available  against  the  ward  when  he  comes 
of  age?  You  see,  I  avail  myself  of  the  privilege  you  gave  me,  Sc  shall 
write  Mr.  Turner  and  my  friend  Mr.  Baldwin  on  the  same  subject. 
I  am  dreadfully  depressed.  1  ride  daily  to  the  post  office  &:  get 
nothing  to  comfort  me.  I  feel  certain  that  in  the  present  crisis  if 
ever  the  balance  of  Military  success  is  with  us.  Peace  will  be  the 
consequence,  but  if  the  opposite  is  the  case,  1  know  not  what  to 
look  for.  1  hardly  know  whether  to  wish  the  election  of  McClel- 
land or  Lincoln.  Sc  the  only  preference  I  have  is  that  I  think  it 
better  with  a  miserable  man  than  a  foole.  God  give  tis  a  safe 
deliverance. 


George  W.  Brooks^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Near  Brandon,  Miss.,  Septr.  14th,  1864. 

You  will  doubtless  be  surprised  to  receive  this  from  me — ^whom 
you  have  not  heard  from  in  so  long  a  time  and  amid  the  general 
distress  and  embarrassment  of  the  Country.  But  Sir  I  have  been 
anxious  to  know  your  opinions  as  to  the  proper  policy  for  the  South 
in  the  present  crisis.  Of  course  we  all  agree  that  every  resistance 
possible  must  be  made  while  so  cruel  a  foe  is  upon  our  Soil.  But 
what  should  be  the  political  or  diplomatic  policy  at  this  juncture. 
I  hold  an  opinion  upon  which  I  would  be  glad  to  know  your  views 


322  George  Washington  Brooks  (1821-1882),  a  native  of  Elizabeth  City,  was  a  lawyer 
who  was  a  Southern  Unionist  in  political  philosophy.  He  was  a  United  States  judge 
serving  from  1865  until  1882  in  the  North  Carolina  district.  Concise  Dictionary  of 
American  Biography,  1 10. 
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That  is — that  the  South  should  put  itself  upon  the  McClellan  or 
peace  platform  and  say  to  the  North  we  will  reorganise  the  govern- 
ment— provided — they  will  elect  a  peace  Candidate  an  antiwar 
man — and  further  guarantee  to  the  South  to  be  ratified  by  all  the 
Northern  States  the  following — Viz  1  A  Restoration  of  all  the 
available  property  wrested  from  Southern  Citizens  since  the  begin- 
ning of  this  war —  2  Noninterference  with  Slavery  in  the  States 
forever  after —  3  An  equal  division  of  the  Territories  by  the  old 
Missouri  Compline —  4  A  faithful  execution  of  the  Fugitive 
Slave  law,  5  A  repeal  of  all  the  obnoxious  Acts  of  Congress  and 
Proclamations  of  the  President  since  the  War  commended —  6  An 
assumption  of  the  Federal  war  debt  by  the  several  Northern  States 
(The  Southern  States  assuming  the  Confederate)  7  In  fine  all 
and  every  right  of  equality  under  the  old  Constitution 

Such  strikes  me  as  a  fair  settlement  of  the  great  issue  now  be- 
tween the  North  and  South.  It  must  be  settled  at  last  by  Concession 
and  Compromise  A  reorganization  of  the  old  Government  is  the 
cheapest  concession  which  the  South  can  make  Sc  will  at  the  same 
time  secure  to  her  greater  concessions  from  the  North  than  any 
other  one  thing  which  we  can  concede  The  settlement  would 
place  the  South  on  sane  and  safe  ground,  rather  than  taking  the 
varying  chances  of  war. 

Now  seems  to  be  a  favorable  time  to  make  such  terms  with  the 
North.  Public  sentiment  is  rapidly  tending  to  such  an  issue.  Shall 
we  accept  it  or  shall  we  reject  it.  I  will  be  glad  to  know  your  views 
upon  the  points  which  I  have  made.  Of  course  this  correspondence 
is  private  as  there  are  many  things  at  a  time  like  this  which  might 
be  said  privately,  which  should  not  from  prudential  reasons  be 
made  public. 

I  repeat  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

1  often  think  of  a  conversation  I  had  with  you  in  the  fall  of  1860 
on  the  train  as  I  was  leaving  my  old  State  for  the  South  as  to  the 
evils  of  secession. 

Spaight  M.  Reel^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Sept.  19th,  1864 

I  Wright  you  a  fewe  lines  to  let  you  know  that  I  have  orders  to 
report  in  Lincolnton  to  morrow  prepared  to  go  to  camp     I  will 


^23  Spaight  N.  Reel  was  Graliaiii's  overseei  at  Eai  hart  Plantation. 
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put  out  a  weeks  pervision  in  the  morning  Sc  tell  the  Negras  what 
[to]  work  at  untill  you  can  make  som  araingment  I  expect  to 
pass  down  Wednesday  &:  will  stop  to  see  you  if  I  can  if  not  I  will 
wright  to  you  as  soon  as  I  stop 

We  ar  somthing  over  haff  dune  filling  [pulling]  fodder  I  have 
the  ditch  very  ner  cut  through  the  upper  bottoms     like  som  40  yds 

I  would  like  [to]  see  you  I  learn  they  hav  picked  ougt  4  men 
ougt  of  my  company  I  doant  like  to  go  with  ougt  a  fair  showing 
I  am  going  to  Lincolnton  today  and  see  Mr  [illegible]  to  ask  why 
he  picked  us  4  men  I  think  there  is  other  men  has  as  goo  a  right 
to  go  as  us  that  hav  maid  aplication  for  detail  Mr  Shipp  told  me 
he  thought  if  you  would  go  with  me  to  Raleigh  you  could  get  me  a 
detail  if  you  think  you  can  I  wold  like  very  much  you  woud  do 
so  I  will  sattisfie  you  for  you  troble  I  knew  nothing  untill  last 
evng 

James  A.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham.  UNC 

In  the  Trenches, 

Near  Petersburgh,  Va., 

September  19th.,  1864. 

My  dear  Father, 

Our  Brigade  is  still  in  the  trenches,  and  I  don't  know  when  we 
will  be  relieved,  but  hope  that  it  may  be  soon,  unless  there  is  a 
chance  of  a  fight  outside.  I  would  rather  fight  in  the  trenches  than 
have  to  go  out  and  charge  Yankee  works.  I  don't  find  the  trenches 
near  as  disagreeable  as  I  anticipated.  The  Yankees  do  not  shell  our 
part  of  the  line  much,  and  most  of  those  they  throw  pass  over,  and 
beyond  us.  They,  however,  keep  up  pretty  constant  sharpshooting, 
but  there  is  very  little  danger,  unless  the  men  expose  themselves 
uselessly.  The  men  have  become  so  accustomed  to  the  firing  that 
they  do  not  care  for  it,  and  some  one  is  killed  or  wounded  every 
day,  by  exposing  himself  when  there  was  no  necessity  for  it. 

I  visited  Petersburg  a  day  or  two  ago,  and  did  not  find  it  knocked 
to  pieces  near  as  much  as  I  expected.  The  houses  on  Sycamore 
Street  are  not  damaged  very  much.  I  did  not  go  on  to  Bolingbrook 
Street,  which  is  said  to  be  the  worst  used  up  of  any,  but  from  what 
I  could  see  of  it  I  did  not  think  any  of  the  houses  were  damaged 
beyond  repair. 

Johnny  and  Robert  are  some  distance  to  the  left  of  our  Brigade. 
Johnny  came  up  to  see  me  on  Saturday.  I  have  not  seen  Robert  yet. 
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My  leg  is  about  as  well  as  it  was  when  I  left  home,  but  I  don't  think 
is  any  better.  I  am  at  present  staying  with  Gen.  Cooke.  None  of 
his  Staff  are  with  him,  except  his  Adj't  Gen'l,  and  he  told  me  I  had 
better  act  with  him  until  some  of  them  returned,  or  until  my  leg 
got  so  that  I  could  walk  better. 

I  expect  to  return  to  my  Company  pretty  soon,  as  they  are  with- 
out an  officer  now.  Capt.  Dickson324  has  applied  to  go  on  the 
"Retired  List." 

It  is  very  strange  that,  after  my  appointment  as  Inspector  was 
refused,  on  the  grounds  that  only  one  Adj't  &  Insp'r  Gen'l  was 
allowed  to  a  Brigade,  an  Inspector  was  ordered  to  report  to  Gen'l 
Cooke  for  duty  with  his  Brigade.  He  has  not  reported  yet,  and  I 
don't  think  Gen'l  Cooke  wants  him. 

I  do  not  care  for  the  position  now,  as  I  will  be  Capt.  of  my 
Company  as  soon  as  Dickson  is  retired,  but  I  dislike  very  much 
to  be  treated  in  any  such  way. 

I  suppose  you  have  seen  accounts  in  the  papers  of  Hampton's325 
captures  in  the  rear  of  Grant's  Army, — 2500  beef  cattle,  wagons, 
horses,  etc.  He  is  fast  proving  himself  equal,  if  not  superior  to 
Stewart.326 

There  is  nothing  new.  The  Yanks  are  shelling  pretty  heavily 
on  our  left,  but  that  is  the  case  almost  every  evening.  .  .  . 


•^2'*  Stephen  Dickson,  of  Orange  County,  enlisted  in  April,  1861,  as  a  private  but 
was  soon  elected  second  lieutenant  of  the  Orange  Guards,  a  company  of  which  he  be- 
came captain  in  April,  1863.  He  received  a  disabling  wound  at  Bristoe  Station  in 
late  1863  and  retired  in  November,  1864.  Military  Service  Records. 

325  Wade  Hampton  III  (1818-1902),  was  a  member  of  the  up-country  South  Caro- 
lina plantation  aristocracy.  A  graduate  of  South  Carolina  College,  he  studied  law  and 
had  extensive  plantations  in  South  Carolina  and  lx)uisiana.  He  was  a  state  legislator 
in  the  1850s.  Although  he  opposed  secession,  Hampton  raised  his  famous  "Legion" 
and  became  a  great  cavah-y  leader.  He  served  with  J.  E.  H.  Stuart,  whom  he  succeeded 
in  May,  1864,  and  was  woimded  three  times.  He  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  general 
in  February,  1865.  After  the  war  Wade  Hampton  was  the  symbol  in  his  state  of  the 
conservative  political  forces  which  succeeded  in  restoring  white  supremacy.  Elected 
governor  in  1876,  he  served  two  terms  and  then  was  elected  United  States  senator, 
serving  from  1879  to  1891.  He  was  commissioner  of  Pacific  Railways,  1893-1897.  Dic- 
tionary of  American  Biography,  VIII,  213-215;  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress, 
1000-1001. 

326  J.  E.  B.  Stuart. 
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Men  in  camp  are  depicted  enjoying  a  game  of  cards  and  resting.  The  photograph  is 
from  the  files  of  the  Division  of  Archives  and  History,  Raleigh;  the  original  photo- 
grapher is  not  identified. 


Robert  D.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham 


UNC 


Co.  D.,  56th.  Reg't, 
N.C.  Troops 
Petersburg,  Va., 

September  21st.,  1864. 

Dear  Father: 

This  leaves  me  in  good  health,  but  suffering  from  the  effects  of 
a  wound  received  last  night  about  101/2  o'clock.  It  is  not,  however, 
I  am  glad  to  say,  of  a  serious  nature,  but  was  inflicted  by  a  minnie 
ball,  glancing  from  the  embankment  of  a  covered  way,  leading  from 
the  breastworks,  and  striking  me  on  the  lower  part  of  the  neck, 
just  above  the  left  shoulder  blade.  I  was  knocked  down,  and  imme- 
diately my  left  shoulder  and  arm  became  completely  paralyzed.  I 
was  not  certain  for  some  time  where  the  ball  had  struck.  I  am  still 
on  duty,  having  recovered  from  the  shock,  though  my  neck  is  quite 
sore  yet.  The  bump  has  gone  down,  and  I  hope  to  be  over  it  in  a 
few  days,  shall  not  go  to  the  rear,  as  there  is  no  marching  to  be 
done.  John  was  rather  unwell  a  day  or  two  since,  but  is  on  duty 
today,  and  will  be  out  this  evening.  Maj.  Cook  tells  me  he  received 
the  letter  and  box  by  Walter  Thompson,327  who  arrived  last  night. 


327  Walter  A.  Thompson  of  the  Orange  Guards  was  then  a  private  in  the  Twenty- 
seventh  North  Carolina  Regiment.  Military  Service  Records. 
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I  have  had  so  much  to  do  lately  that  I  have  not  been  over  to  Cook's 
to  see  Jimmie.  John  was  over  there  last  Saturday.  I  understand  the 
President  has  assigned  an  Inspector  to  the  Brigade,  whom  the 
General  says  he  will  not  receive.  Faison  is  in  command  of  our  Bri- 
gade, and,  I  understand,  expecting  a  temporary  appointment.  He 
is  now  a  ranking  officer,  "present  for  duty.  " 

My  company  elected  2d.  Lieut.  Rob't  T.  Faucett328  1st.  Lieut., 
to  supply  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Lieut.  Coggin 
[Joseph  B.  Coggins] .  "Co.  H.,"  to  which  he  belonged,  then  elected 
my  1st.  Serg't  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  Faucett's  promotion. 
My  men  seem  to  be  in  better  spirits  than  they  have  been  for  some 
time.  The  deserters  seem  to  have  taken  all  the  discontent  with 
them.  We  are  sometimes  under  a  pretty  heavy  mortar  shelling  in 
our  present  position,  but  have  a  sufficient  number  of  substantial 
bombproofs.  Mine  is  some  twenty  steps  in  rear  of  the  main  ditch 
and  I  was  wounded  while  returning  to  it  from  a  visit  to  the  relief 
of  the  Guard  then  on  duty,  to  see  that  they  were  maintaining 
proper  vigilance. 

We  are  now  enjoying  some  of  the  fine  bfeef  captured  by  General 
Hampton  on  his  late  raid.  .  .  .  George  Washington  is  now  A.  D.  C. 
to  Maj.  Gen'l  Hoke,  with  whom  he  is  quite  a  favorite. 

[P.S.]     Thomas  Roulhac  is  very  well.  His  Regiment  is  back  in 
reserve.  Maj.  Broadnax^zs  also  well. 

Rufus  Barringer  to  William  A.  Graham  unc 

Hd.  Qtrs.  Cav.  Brig., 
September  24th.,  1864. 

The  Campaign  has  been  so  active,  %c  I  have  been  kept  so  busy,^^^ 
that  I  have  not  heretofore  had  leisure  to  thank  you  for  your  kind 


'■^'^^  Robert  T.  Faucett,  an  Orange  County  farmer  before  the  war,  was  promoted  to 
first  lieutenant  of  Company  D,  Fifty  sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  on  September 
20,  1864.  He  was  capturetl  at  DinwicUlie  Courthouse  in  early  April,  1865,  and  impris- 
oned until  June  18,  1865,  at  Johnson's  Island.  Militai-y  Service  Records. 

329  John  Wilson  Broadnax  (b.  1821),  of  Rockingham  County,  graduated  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  in  1841  and  farmed  thereafter.  A  Confederate  major, 
he  was  commissai^yman  on  the  staff  of  Ransom's  Brigade.  Spencer  Alumni  Project; 
Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  IV,  569,  572. 

330  Barringer  had  been  in  command  of  the  brigade  previously  led  by  Gen.  James 
B.  Gordon  until  he  was  mortally  wounded  at  Meadow  Bridge  on  May  12,  1864.  In 
June  of  that  year  Barringer  was  promoted  to  brigadier  general.  Under  the  command 
of  W.  H.  Fitzhugh  Lee,  Barringer  led  his  brigade  until  his  capture  at  Saylor's  Creek 
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RUFUS  Barringer 


on  April  3,  1865.  After  Sheridan's  raid,  Barringer's  Brigade  was  engaged  in  numerous 
skirmishes  in  the  execution  of  its  assignment  to  guard  the  Petersburg  &  Weldon 
Railroad.  In  August  the  brigade  was  reassigned  to  its  position  below  Petersburg. 
On  August  25,  1864,  at  Reams 's  Station,  the  division  was  commanded  by  General 
Barringer.  In  the  month  of  September  the  brigade,  still  assigned  to  guard  the  rail- 
road, was  active  in  the  Stony  Creek  encounter  and  in  Hampton's  Beef  Steak  Raid, 
September  11-16.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  46,  478;  Manarin,  North  Carolina 
Troops,  11,5-6. 
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and  unsolicited  efforts  in  my  behalf,  at  the  time  of  my  promotion. 
I  trust  it  is  not  now  too  late  to  do  so;  8c  that  you  have  not  thought 
me  unmindful  of  the  service  then  rendered  me. 

My  promotion  was  under  peculiar  and  rather  trying  circum- 
stances, but  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  that  I  hope  my 
efforts  to  justify  the  confidence  reposed  in  me,  have  not  been 
entirely  unsuccessful,  or  unavailing  for  the  good  of  our  cause.  1 
took  the  Brigade  when  it  was  much  reduced,  (just  after  the  Sheri- 
dan raid) .331  We  have  since  then,  done  much  service,  &:  fought 
many  severe  actions;  yet  I  am  happy  to  say  that  we  are  two  hundred 
stronger  than  when  I  took  the  command;  and  that  therefore  no 
disaster  has  befallen  us.  All  the  difficulties,  too,  naturally  arising 
Sc  expected  from  the  promotion  of  a  Junior  over  Seniors,  are  fast 
disappearing.  And  1  trust  and  pray  that  we  may  be  able  to  inflict 
still  heavier  blows  upon  the  enemy,  Sc  reflect  additional  honor 
upon  North  Carolina. 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  kind  partiality  towards  me,  for- 
merly, Sc  the  efficient  services  you  have  recently  rendered  me. 


3^1  F'hilip  Henry  Sheridan  (18'U-1888),  of  Ohio  but  a  native  of  New  York,  gracUiatecl 
from  West  Point  in  185>S.  A  captain  when  the  Civil  War  began,  he  rose  by  1864  to 
major  general  in  the  regular  army.  His  Civil  War  career  was  brilliant.  Initially  active 
in  the  western  theater  of  operations  Sheridan  distinguishetl  himself  at  Booneville, 
Perryville,  Stone  Mountain,  Chickamauga,  ant!  Missionary  Ridge.  Crant  was  so 
favorably  impressed  that  he  gave  Sheridan  command  of  all  cavali^  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  In  May,  1864,  his  decisive  raids  on  Confederate  commimications  caused 
alarm  and  apprehension  in  Richmond.  Later  in  the  summer,  as  commander  of  the 
Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  he  effectively  executetl  Grant's  ordere  to  destroy  all  supplies 
in  the  Valley.  When  his  ai my  was  surprised  at  Cedar  Creek  in  October,  he  lotle 
twenty  miles  from  Winchester  to  rally  his  men  to  victory.  Sheridan  was  active  in 
cutting  Lee's  communications,  flanking  the  Confederates,  anti  forcing  the  retreat  of 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  to  Appomattox.  Given  command  of  the  Fifth  Military 
District  (Louisiana  and  Texas)  in  1867,  he  was  soon  removed  by  President  Andrew 
Johnson  for  his  vigorous  execution  of  congressional  reconstruction.  Later  Sheridan 
was  instrumental  in  forcing  the  plains  Indians  to  settle  upon  their  reservations. 
Promoted  to  lieutenant  general  in  1869,  he  succeeded  Sherman  as  commanding 
general  in  1884,  and  received  the  highest  rank,  that  of  general,  in  1888.  General 
Sheridan's  revealing  Personal  Memoirs  were  completed  a  few  days  before  his  death. 
As  a  military  commander  he  was  cool  and  self-possessed — a  dashing  and  brilliant 
leader  of  men.  His  two  rules  of  batde  were  to  take  the  offensive  whenever  possible 
and  to  wring  the  last  possible  advantage  from  a  defeatetl  enemy.  Dictionary  of  Ameri- 
can Biography,  XVII,  79-81;  Warner,  Generals  in  Blne,4'M-^'^9. 
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John  Washington  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham        UNC 

56th.  Reg't,  C.T.  In  the  Trenches, 
Petersburg,  Va., 

September  25th.,  1864. 

My  Dear  Father, 

I  received  your  letter  by  Walter  Thompson  on  last  Wednesday, 
and  Robert  and  myself  were  very  glad  indeed  for  the  box  sent  from 
home,  as  we  are  drawing  beef  nearly  all  the  time — some  of  that 
captured  by  Gen'l  Hampton.  We  occasionally  get  sugar  Sc  coffee. 
Our  Brigade  still  occupies  the  same  position  as  when  I  last  wrote, 
Gen'l  Hoke's  Division  being  still  in  reserve.  I  understand  that  they 
will  remain  out  some  two  weeks  longer,  they  are  drilling  and  hav- 
ing Dress  Parades  every  day.  Col.  Faison  is  still  in  command  of  the 
Brigade.  Col.  Luke's  leave  expires  to-day,  so  that  I  suppose  I  will 
be  relieved  from  command  of  the  Reg't  tomorrow,  which  I  have 
had  most  of  the  time  since  my  return.  I  have  not  seen  Jimmie  since 
my  last  letter,  or  Tom  Roulhac,  as  the  49th.  Reg't  N.C.  is  not  with 
the  Brigade,  but  in  rear  of  Gen'l  Elliott's  line. 

There  has  not  been  much  of  interest  with  us  during  the  past 
week,  except  severe  shelling  by  the  enemy  on  Wednesday,  and 
yesterday  morning.  In  fact  they  shell  us  some  nearly  every  day, 
and  at  times  the  sharp-shooting  is  quite  brisk.  They  open  all  their 
batteries  when  they  hear  of  a  victory,  and  call  out  to  us  the  "news." 
We  give  them  an  invitation  to  take  Petersburg. 

One  of  Robert's  company  (Willie  James)332  was  severely,  prob- 
ably mortally,  wounded,  by  a  piece  of  shell  yesterday  morning  in 
the  town,  he  was  absent  from  the  lines  without  permission.  There 
was  only  one  slightly  wounded  in  the  Reg't. 

Robert  asks  me  to  say  to  Mother  that  if  she  sees  any  of  John 
Wood's333  or  Green  Riley's334  folks,  to  tell  them  to  return  as  soon 
as  possible,  as  we  need  every  man  at  his  post,  those  not  able  to  do 
duty  in  the  Trenches,  can  relieve  others  in  the  rear.  It  seems  to  be 


-^•^2  Henderson  William  James,  of  Orange  County,  was  a  private  in  Company  D, 
Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina.  Military  Service  Recortls. 

"^^^  John  D.  Woods,  of  Orange  County,  enlistetl  for  the  duration  in  "Graham's 
Rifles  "  in  May,  1862.  A  private,  he  was  captiued  at  Five  Forks  on  April  1,  1865,  and 
imprisoned  at  Point  Lookout,  Maryland,  until  Jime  21,  1865.  Military  Service 
Records. 

^•^'*  Green  W.  Riley,  of  Orange  County,  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he  volunteered 
in  February,  1863.  He  was  absent  from  his  company  frequendy  because  of  illness  and 
was  finally  listed  as  AWOL.  Military  Service  Records. 
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the  general  opinion  that  Grant  will  make  a  determined  effort  to 
take  Richmond  and  Petersburg  during  the  next  month.  This  may 
be  so,  but  others  suppose  that  Lincoln  will  risk  his  chances  on  what 
is  already  gained,  brag  largely  of  what  Grant  is  to  do,  and  avoid 
battle  until  after  the  election.  I  do  not  think  Grant  will  attack 
unless  he  is  largely  reinforced,  in  fact  I  believe  we  would  whip  him 
to-day  in  an  open  fight,  and  could  drive  him  from  his  works,  but 
the  loss  would  be  so  heavy  to  us,  that  we  would  be  nearly  ruined. 
If  he  out-generals  Lee,  Beauregard,  Sc  Hampton,  he  will  have  to 
display  more  ability  than  I  give  him  credit  for.  We  are  gaining 
strength  every  day,  and  my  Reg't  could  carry  into  a  fight  nearly 
400  muskets.  The  men  are  somewhat  mortified  at  our  recent  dis- 
asters, but  in  good  spirits  as  to  our  prospects  here,  and  perfectly 
confident  of  whipping  Grant,  if  he  will  attack  our  position. 

There  is  some  firing  from  heavy  guns  to  our  left  this  morning, 
I  suppose  on  the  James.  Early's  defeats  were  quite  unexpected, 
and  are  said  to  be  owing  to  his  cavalry,  under  Fitz  Lee^^s  ^nd 
Lo max ,336  permitting  the  enemy  to  gain  his  rear.  I  think  reinforce- 
ments were  sent  off  to  him  last  night,  as  the  trains  were  running  a 
good  deal  across  the  river.  Our  prospects  do  not  seem  so  bright 
just  now,  but  I  trust  that  it  is  but  temporary,  though  we  will  have 
a  desperate  struggle  yet  for  our  Independence. 

Best  love  to  Mother  and  Sisters  Sudie  and  Julia. 

Your  aff  son, 
John 


"^"^5  Fitzhugh  Lee  (1835-1905),  of  Virginia,  a  nephew  of  Robert  E.  Lee,  graduated 
from  West  Point  in  1856.  He  resigned  in  1861  and  joined  the  Confederate  army  in 
which  he  rose  from  lieutenant  to  major  general.  He  was  an  able  and  effective  officer 
and  must  rank  among  the  great  cavalrymen  of  the  war.  His  reconnaissance  before 
Chancellorsville  contributed  heavily  to  Jackson's  success  in  the  battle.  After  the  war 
Lee  farmed  and  became  a  leading  Democrat.  He  was  governor  of  Virginia  1886-1890; 
consul  general  to  Havana,  1896-1898;  and  major  general  of  volunteers  in  the  Spanish- 
American  War.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XI,  103-105. 

^^6  Lunsford  Lindsay  Lomax  (1835-1913),  of  Virginia,  was  Fitz  Lee's  West  Point 
classmate  (1856)  and  Ufelong  friend.  He  resigned  from  the  old  army  in  1861  and 
eventually  rose  to  the  rank  of  major  general.  After  the  war  he  farmed  until  1885 
when  he  became  president  of  the  Virginia  Agriailtural  and  Mechanical  College 
(V.P.I.)  at  Blacksburg,  a  position  he  filled  ably  until  1899.  From  1899  to  1905  he 
engaged  in  the  important  task  of  completing  the  compilation  of  Confederate  records, 
published  by  the  War  Department  under  the  title  War  of  the  Rebellion:  Official 
Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies.  Once  this  task  was  accomplished, 
Lomax  was  appointed  a  commissioner  of  the  Gettysburg  military  park.  He  served 
enthusiastically  in  this  capacity  until  his  death.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography, 
XI,  369-370. 
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Robert  has  about  recovered  from  the  injury  he  received  in  being 
knocked  down  by  a  Minnie  Ball,  has  remained  on  duty. 

James  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham,  UNC 

In  the  Trenches  near 
Petersburg,  Va. 

Sept  29th,  1864 

As  David  Parks337  is  to  start  home  in  the  morning  for  Onions, 
Potatoes  etc.  for  the  army,  I  will  write  by  him  and  also  send  back 
my  box  with  bottles  Jar  etc.  I  would  be  glad  if  you  would  send  me 
a  box  by  him  of  anything  good  to  eat  as  we  are  getting  only  beef 
and  bread  nowadays.  Suppose  you  send  Gen.  Cooke  a  small  box 
also,  a  few  vegetables,  a  bottle  or  two  of  catsup,  mustard  etc.  Parks 
will  start  back  in  about  10  days  and  and  [sic'\  said  he  could  bring 
anything  for  me  very  easily. 

I  had  a  letter  from  George^^s  a  day  or  two  ago  in  which  he  said 
that  you  were  all  very  much  amused  at  the  idea  of  my  dodging  from 
the  shells  so  much.  I  have  gotten  used  to  them  now  and  don't  care 
much  for  them.  We  are  having  a  pretty  quiet  time  now,  but  get 
shelled  out  rather  oftener  than  I  like. 

I  have  not  seen  Johnny  and  Robert  for  some  time,  but  under- 
stand that  they  are  on  the  reserve  now.  I  saw  Gen.  Kirkland^sQ 
yesterday.  He  is  looking  very  well  and  is  just  on  the  left  of  our  Bri- 
gade. I  wish  they  would  put  us  on  the  reserve  for  a  while  and  let 
us  rest  for  a  short  time,  for  I  am  getting  tired  of  being  shot  at  all 
the  time.  George  Washington  is,  I  understand,  with  Gen  Hoke 
now.  I  have  not  seen  him  or  Syd  Alexander34o  yet.  I  was  very  glad 


^^"^  David  C.  Parks  was  commissary  sergeant  in  Company  G,  I  vventy-seventh  North 
Carolina  Regiment,  whose  captain  was  James  A.  Graham.  Clark,  North  Carolina  Reg- 
iments, II,  462. 

338  George  Washington  Graham  (1847-1923)  received  the  A.B.  degree  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina  in  1868,  attended  the  University  of  Virginia,  and  giadiiated 
with  honors  in  medicine  from  the  University  of  New  York  in  1870.  He  practiced  in 
Atlanta  and  Raleigh  before  settling  in  Charlotte  in  1880,  where  he  became  a  foremost 
member  of  his  profession.  Spencer  Ahmini  Project. 

339  William  W.  Kirkland,  a  native  of  Hillsborough. 

34"  Sydenham  Benoni  Alexander  (1840-1921),  of  Mecklenburg  Coimty,  was  Graham's 
nephew,  the  son  of  Dr.  Moses  Winslow  and  Violet  Graham  Alexander.  He  was  an 
I860  graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina  who  rose  from  private  to  captain 
in  the  Forty-second  North  Carolina.  A  farmer  after  the  war,  he  was  influential  in  the 
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to  see  Gen  Walker's^^i  name  among  the  list  of  officers  who  arrived 
by  "Flag  of  truce  boat"  last  week.  Gen  Bob  Johnston342  was,  I  see 
by  the  papers,  among  the  killed  in  the  recent  battles  in  the  Valley. 
One  poor  fellow  of  our  Brigade  was  shot  for  desertion  day 
before  yesterday.  My  company  are  all  pretty  well  and  having  a 
pretty  good  time  eating  the  Yankee  beef  which  Hampton  captured 
a  short  time  ago.  . .  . 

P.  S. 

I  suggested  to  Gen  Cooke  that  he  had  better  let  me  send  his  gloves 
to  you  by  Parks  and  have  them  dyed,  as  white  will  not  do  for  Camp. 
I  accordingly  send  them.  Please  dye  them  and  return  them  by 
Parks.  Gen'l  says  he  is  not  particular  as  to  the  color  and  would 
leave  that  to  your  taste. 

George  W.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Chapel  Hill 
Oct.  1st,  1864 


All  of  the  students  were  enrolled  here  to  day  from  sixteen  up  and 
of  course  I  was  among  the  number.  Gus^^s  ^^ys  that  he  heard  the 

founding  of  North  Carolina  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College.  He  was  state  sena- 
tor, 1879-1881,  1883-1889,  1901-1903;  president  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad;  and 
a  Democratic  congressman,  1891-1895.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  461;  Clark, 
"Graham  Descendants." 

"^41  William  S.  Walker  had  been  woundetl  and  captured  in  May,  1864,  in  the  defense 
of  Petersburg. 

^42  Robert  Daniel  Johnston  (1837-1913),  of  Lincoln  County,  attended  Davidson 
College,  received  the  A.B.  degree  from  the  state  university,  and  studied  law  at  the 
University  of  Virginia.  Commissioned  a  Confederate  captain,  he  served  in  the 
Twenty-third  North  Carolina  Regiment  and  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel 
and  brigadier  general  successively.  He  was  seriously  wounded  at  Seven  Pines,  Gettys- 
burg, and  Spotsylvania,  the  last  wound  incurred  while  he  was  leading  a  brigade. 
Subsequently  he  fought  in  Earlv's  Valley  campaign,  at  Petersburg,  and  at  Appomat- 
tox. Johnston  was  a  Charlotte  lawyer  until  1885  and  a  bank  president  until  1895. 
In  1908  he  was  appointed  registrar  of  the  United  States  land  office  in  Birmingham. 
James  A.  Graham's  information  was  obviously  incorrect.  Lingle,  Davidson  Alumni, 
69;  Roatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  441-442. 

^^  Augustus  Washington  Graham  (1849-1936)  was  the  youngest  Graham  son  to 
attain  his  maturity.  He  graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  1868, 
obtained  his  law  license  in  1872,  was  a  Hillsborough  commissioner,  1875-1885,  state 
senator,  1885-1887,  member  of  the  state  House  in  1901,  1903,  1905,  1909  (speaker), 
and  the  extra  session  of  1913,  secretary  to  the  Virginia-Maryland  Boundary  Com- 
mission, 1874-1877,  superior  court  judge,  1895-1897,  and  president  of  the  American 
Cotton  Exchange,  1919-1922.  He  was  a  Democrat  who,  after  1888,  was  a  resident  of 
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enrolling  officer  say  that  we  all  had  to  go  to  Hillsboro  on  the  14th 
or  15th  of  this  month.  If  so  please  send  after  me  on  the  14th  which 
is  next  Friday  week.  1  will  find  out  and  let  you  know  whether  we 
have  to  go  or  not  before  the  14th.  I  do  not  see  why  we  have  to  go  to 
Hillsboro  after  being  enrolled  here. 

Yesterday  I  was  told  that  none  of  the  students  here  would  be 
enrolled  and  this  morning  about  10  o'clock  we  were  ordered  to 
appear  at  the  enrolling  office  immediately.  1  have  not  seen  Gov 
Swain  about  being  enrolled  yet  but  was  going  to  see  him  this  morn- 
ing but  was  ordered  to  the  enrolling  office  before  I  could  get  off. 
I  expect  to  go  down  there  this  evening  to  see  cosin  [sic]  Ella  and 
will  see  him  then. 

Please  ask  mother  to  send  up  some  sheets  and  pillow  cases  and 
shovel  and  tongs  and  the  other  things  that  I  mentioned  in  my  last 
letter.  Please  have  my  shoes  mended  and  sent  back  when  you  send 
the  others  and  please  be  sure  and  send  us  a  tub  for  we  need  one 
very  much. 


William  Y.  Maclin^'^'^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Hicksford, 

Greensville  City., 
Virginia. 

October  7th.,  1864. 

Will  you  do  me  the  kindness  to  let  me  know  if  there  is  a  farm  for 
rent  in  any  part  of  the  country  near  Hillsboro',  say  within  ten  or 
fifteen  miles.  1  wish  a  comfortable  dwelling,  Sc  land  enough  for 
from  twenty  to  thirty  hands.  1  am  uncomfortably  near  the  Yankee 
lines,  and  fear  by  continuing  here,  1  may  loose  [sic]  the  greater 
portion  of  my  perishable  property,  in  fact,  1  do  not  know  that  even 
the  house  would  be  spared  over  my  head,  were  we  to  fall  within 
their  lines.  The  raiders  have  been  within  a  few  miles  of  our  dwell- 
ing on  two  occasions,  carried  of  [f]  many  slaves,  &:  horses,  and  did 
other  damage  to  all  they  visited. 

Oxford.  Upon  Graham's  death  the  Oxford  Public-Ledger  commented:  "He  was  a 
man  of  probity  and  industry  and  his  keen  intellect  and  interest  in  things  and  people 
made  him  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  the  state  during  the  active  years  of  his 
life."  Spencer  Alumni  Project;  Oxford  Public-Ledger,  October  16,  1936. 

■^^'*  William    Y.    Maclin,   of  Vii^inia,   was   a    student   at    the    University    of  North 
Carolina,  1822-1825,  and  of  course  knew  Graham  there.  Spencer  Alumni  Project. 
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I  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  making  an  exchange  of 
provisions  with  the  Gov't,  as  mine  are  nearer  the  army  than  those 
they  would  give  in  exchange.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  making 
this  request  of  you,  not  knowing  whether  you  will  recollect  me  as 
an  old  College  mate,  &:  being  in  doubt  as  to  whether  any  of  my 
classmates  from  N.C.  are  still  living  in  Hillsboro.  I  recollect  Wm. 
8c  Peter  Norwood,  sons  of  the  late  Judge  N.,  Alex'r  Kirkland, 
Henry  Webb,  son  of  Dr.  Webb,  &  Fred.  Nash — But  whether  they 
are  living,  and  where  located,  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  I 
should  like  the  vicinity  of  Hillsboro',  as  a  place  of  refuge  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  have  spent  many  pleasant  hours  there  whilst  pre- 
paring for  College. 

I  am  aware  that  in  removing  to  so  great  a  distance,  that  my  sacri- 
fices must,  of  necessity,  be  great,  such  as  I  would  not  willingly  incur 
for  a  light  cause,  but  my  conviction  is,  that  I  have  only  a  choice  of 
evils,  viz.,  to  go  at  a  heavy  expense, — or  remain,  and  be  subjected 
to  the  loss  of  my  property,  as  well  as  to  any  indignities  an  unprin- 
cipled enemy  may  choose  to  heap  on  me.  The  negroes  within  12 
or  15  miles  of  us  are  leaving  for  the  enemy's  lines  every  week,  &:  1 
am  in  constant  expectation  that  the  epidemic  will  reach  us.  We 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  Gen'l  Lee  will  be  able  to 
maintain  his  position  around  Petersburg.  General  Beauregard 
informed  us,  (as  he  was  passing  to  examine  the  fortifications  at 
Wilmington)  that  "Petersburg  was  perfectly  safe,''  he  was  no  doubt 
sincere,  but  may  be  mistaken,  &:  if  it  should  fall,  we  are  at  once  at 
the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  for  Gen'l  Lee  must  fall  back  to  Richmond, 
there  being  no  other  way  of  escape.  Should  Gen'l  Lee  retain  Peters- 
burg, and  find  it  necessary  to  remove  his  cavalry  to  the  north  side 
of  the  Appomattox,  we  are  at  once  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 

Please  oblige  me  by  giving  the  information  sought  in  this  letter 
at  your  earliest  convenience. 

James  G.  Ramsay  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Paleraio,  Rowan  Co.,  N.C, 
Oct.  18th,  1864. 

If  I  recollect  rightly  Congress  is  to  meet  in  Richmond  on  the 

first  Monday  in  November.  Most  important  events  have  transpired 

since  we  left  the  City,  and  perhaps  still  more  important  events  will 

transpire  before  we  shall  either  meet  or  adjourn.  I  do  not  think 

Richmond  a  proper  place  for  Congress  to  meet,  under  the  circum- 


188  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

stances.  It  will  be  almost  impossible  to  deliberate  with  that  calm- 
ness which  the  momentous  issues  involved  require,  in  the  very 
center  of  battle  itself;  and  it  is  possible  that  the  City  may  fall  and 
the  Congress  be  captured.  The  former  will  be  a  most  depressing 
event,  but  if  accompanied  by  the  latter,  it  will  be  most  disasterous 
to  our  cause. 

It  is  left  to  the  President,  as  you  know,  to  convene  us  elsewhere, 
if  his  judgment  so  prompts  him;  but  when  we  consider  that  the 
election  in  the  north  for  President  and  the  meeting  of  the  Con- 
federate Congress  take  place  about  the  same  time,  and  that  a  proc- 
lamation from  our  President  convening  it  elsewhere,  if  issued  in 
time,  would  be  known  at  the  north  in  time  to  influence  the  election 
there,  perhaps  injuriously  to  our  interests,  and  when  we  take  into 
consideration  also  what  influences  will  operate  on  the  President's 
mind  when  he  reflects  upon  the  effect  of  such  a  move  upon  our 
own  people.  We  may  rest  assured  that  he  will  not  alter  the  place 
of  our  meeting,  unless  influenced  so  to  do  by  the  appeals  of  the 
members  themselves. 

The  Continental  Congress  in  77  did  not  think  proper  to  remain 
in  Philadelphia  after  the  Battle  of  Brandywine  because  an  easy 
access  to  the  City  was  presented  to  the  enemy,  and  therefore  it 
adjourned  to  Lancaster. 

I  address  you,  with  the  suggestion  that  you  write  to  Mr.  Davis 
on  the  subject,  if  in  your  judgment  you  think  we  should  meet  else- 
where, and  urge  him  to  convene  us  accordingly.  A  letter,  (private 
of  course)  might  be  addressed  to  each  member  of  Congress,  and  the 
object  might  be  obtained  without  being  known  in  the  north,  in 
time  to  influence  the  election.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  you  on 
the  subject. 

John  W.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham  DUKE 

In  the  Trenches  near 
Petersburg 
Oct.  22,  1864 


I  find  my  Regt  next  to  the  Appomattox,  the  24th  being  on  our 
left.  We  do  not  get  as  much  shelling  as  when  I  was  last  on  the  line 
and  it  is  very  seldom  that  any  mortars  are  thrown  at  us.  In  fact  it  is 
very  quiet  now  on  our  portion  of  the  lines — ^scarcly  [sic'\  any  sharp- 
shooting  though  we  get  a  man  killed  or  wounded  occasionally,  and 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  189 

the  enemy  for  a  few  nights  have  been  shelling  some  new  batteries 
which  we  are  erecting  in  our  rear. 

We  find  part  of  the  enemy's  front  line  pulled  down  this  morning, 
a  little  to  the  right  of  our  immediate  front.  I  suppose  they  will 
abandon  a  large  portion  of  their  front  line,  as  it  is  enfiladed  by  our 
Batteries  on  Chesterfield  side  of  the  River,  and  they  have  their 
Winter  quarters  on  second  line,  in  front  of  which  they  are  putting 
a  strong  line  of abattis  [sic]. 

There  are  very  few  Bombproofs  on  this  part  of  the  line  and  very 
poor  accommodations  for  our  men  to  spend  the  Winter.  Genl 
Hoke^'*^  ought  to  have  had  this  attended  to  this  summer,  as  we  are 
now  hard  pressed  for  forage  and  wood  and  need  our  wagons  for 
those  purposes,  as  we  haul  forage  over  a  hundred  miles.  We  are 
slowly  getting  bombproofs  made,  though  there  is  no  certainty 
about  our  remaining  here  for  any  length  of  time.  We  have  been 
looking  for  a  charge  of  the  Yankees  upon  us  for  one  or  two  morn- 
ings past,  upon  the  reports  of  Deserters.  But  these  I  have  generally 
found  to  be  entirely  unreliable,  as  they  always  come  with  some 
story  or  other.  Our  Hd  Qrs  are  .  .  .  partially  bombproof.  That  is 
our  sleeping  room  is,  but  not  oiir  sitting  room  in  which  we  have  a 
fire  place  and  transact  business. 


Robert  Hall  Morrison  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Cottage  Home, 
Oct.  27th,  1864. 

I  noticed  recently  an  advertisement  by  Mr.  Aug't  Benton  calling 
for  200  hands  to  build  Government  Stables;  and  also  Lumber  for 
the  same  purpose.  He  professes  to  act  as  agent  for  the  Q'r  Mast's 
dept.  and  to  make  Lincoln,  Gaston,  Cleveland,  &:  Polk  counties 
the  field  of  his  operations.  This  fact  seems  to  indicate  the  intention 
of  wintering  the  Broken  down  Horses  of  the  Army  in  this  imme- 
diate section.  Elsewhere  it  has  been  published  that  2500  Horses 
are  to  be  sent  to  this  State  to  recruit.  If  the  recruiting  of  last  Spring 
was  a  fair  sample  of  the  work  —  2500  Horses  be  Sent  to  this  part  of 
the  State  &:  15,000  Prisoners  in  Salisbury  to  be  fed,  it  becomes  a 
matter  of  serious  inquiry  whether  there  is  grain  enough  in  this 
Section  to  do  it? 


345 


Biigatle  Commander  Robert  F.  Hoke. 
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Imprisonment  seems  to  be  the  Short  Rule,  and  often  in  the 
hands  of  unprincipled  agents.  I  fear  unless  these  matters  are  in- 
quired into  by  Congress  our  Country  will  be  desolated  by  those 
professing  to  be  our  friends. 

By  the  Letter  of  Senator  Hill^^e  of  Ga.  I  see  it  stated  that  there 
is  72  0  law  whatever  for  the  Swarm  of  Provost  Marshals  who  crowd 
our  Rail  roads.  If  that  may  take  place  without  lawful  authority, 
I  think  it  possible  that  greedy  agents  of  other  departments,  may 
assume  authority  which  they  have  no  right  to  exercise. 

While  the  subject  of  arming  our  slaves  is  being  agitated,  I  think 
it  ominous  that  the  Convention  of  Governors ,3^^^  should  have  used 
ambiguous  language  when  alluding  to  their  Services  and  the  pro- 
priety of  calling  for  them.  Perhaps  it  would  be  wrong  to  suppose 
that  they  intended  arming  our  negroes  for  field  Service,  when  the 
language  does  not  clearly  express  it;  but  any  thing  looking  that 
way  seems  amazing  to  me. 

Are  we  prepared  to  confess  our  cause  so  hopeless  as  to  appeal  for 
aid  to  our  own  negroes? 

If  we  arm  them  and  teach  them  to  fight,  what  Security  have  we 
for  exemption  from  their  hostility?  Would  they  not  go  over  to  our 
enemies  whenever  opportunities  offer? 


^^e  Benjamin  Harvey  Hill  (1823-1882)  of  Georgia,  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Georgia  in  1843  with  fii^t  honors.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1844,  he  established  his  law 
office  at  Lagrange  and  developed  an  extensive  and  highly  lucrative  practice  in  both 
criminal  and  civil  law.  He  entered  politics  as  a  Whig,  supported  the  Compromise  of 
1850,  joined  the  American  party  rather  than  embrace  the  Democracy,  opposed  seces- 
sion as  long  as  practicable,  and  servetl  in  the  provisional  Confederate  Congress.  In 
November,  1861,  Hill  was  elected  Confederate  senator,  a  position  he  held  until  the 
war  ended.  While  many  of  the  original  secessionists  deserted  the  Davis  administra- 
tion. Hill  was  consistent  in  his  support  of  the  Confederate  government.  He  was 
recognized  in  Richmond  as  a  champion  and  spokesman  of  the  Davis  administration, 
justifying  such  unpopular  policies  as  conscription  ant!  suspension  of  habeas  corpus 
as  necessary  war  measures.  After  1865  Hill  opposed  radical  reconstruction  until 
1870  when  he  advised  Georgians  to  accept  the  inevitable  and  to  tin  n  to  new  issues. 
This  advice  made  him  anathema  to  Georgia  Conservatives;  however,  in  1875  he  was 
elected  as  a  Democrat  to  the  United  States  Congress.  He  sei-ved  as  a  representative, 
1875-1877,  and  as  a  United  States  senator,  1877-1882.  In  Congiess  he  attracted  atten- 
tion as  a  moderate  southerner,  defended  the  Davis  administration  against  charges  of 
inhumanity,  and  supported  the  compromise  of  the  disputed  Hayes-Tilden  election. 
Dictionary)  of  American  Biography,  IX,  25-27. 

'^'*^  A  meeting  of  the  governors  of  several  of  the  states  east  of  the  Mississippi  was 
agreed  upon,  and  the  announcement  preceding  declared  that  it  was  not  a  peace 
meeting  but  one  called  to  consult  on  the  general  interests  of  each  state  and  the  Con- 
federacy. Ihe  meeting  took  place  at  Augusta,  Cieorgia,  on  October  17,  1864;  the 
governors  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi  were  present.  Gov.  William  Smith,  of  Virginia,  presided.  The  resolutions 
adopted  were  published  generally,  and  are  in  the  Raleigh  papers  of  October  24,  1864. 
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And  remove  the  male  negroes  to  the  field  and  who  will  make  a 
support  for  the  women  and  children? 

The  great  mass  of  our  white  men  are  in  the  service.  Remove  the 
negro  men  from  the  agricultural  pursuits  of  the  South  at  present, 
and  provisions  for  our  Plantation  could  not  be  made,  to  say  nothing 
about  the  support  of  our  armies. 

Already  the  drain  of  white  laborers  is  so  great  that  great  detri- 
ment must  ensue  to  agriculture.  Black  Smiths,  Tanners,  Sc  Waggon 
Makers,  etc.,  are  taken  by  Whole  Sale,  under  the  last  call  for  de- 
tailed men.  Call  into  service  the  negio  man,  and  the  result  must 
be  frightful. 

I  trust  Congiess  may  have  the  wisdom  and  firmness  to  arrest 
those  schemes  of  madness  which  may  ruin  our  cause. 

David  L.  Swain  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Chapel  Hill, 

October  29th.,  1864. 

Can  you,  with  any  reasonable  degree  of  convenience,  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Univ.  in  Raleigh,  on  Monday?  You 
rendered  eminent  sei'vices  on  an  occasion  similar  to  that  which 
calls  us  together  now,  not  long  since,  and  the  danger  at  present  is 
more  imminent  than  it  was  then.  A  note  just  received  from  Gen'l 
Holmes,  renders  it  certain  that  13  out  of  14  Seniors  will  be  imme- 
diately conscribed,  unless  very  earnest  remonstrances  of  the  Board 
can  save  us. 

The  question  of  suspension  of  the  exercises  will  follow 
conscription. 

William  A.  Graham,  to  David  L.  Swain      a&H:  swain 

Hillsboro', 

Nov.  4th,  1864. 

I  have  just  received  your  note  of  yesterday ,3"^*^  and  have  to  reply 
in  regard  to  the  certificates,  that  as  you  are  uncertain  about  taking 
them,  I  deem  it  better  to  carry  them  to  Richmond,  where  they  can 
be  at  once  realized.  Unless,  therefore,  you  determine  at  once  to 


^^®  Swain's  note  was  not  found. 


192  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

take  $1,000  (in  which  event  you  may  remit  the  money  $600.  by  my 
sons,  and  receive  the  certificate  on  Monday  by  them)  I  prefer  to 
retain  them. 

The  occurrence  before  the  Board  of  Trustees,349  of  which  you 
informed  me,  was  of  so  extraordinary  a  character,  considering  the 
circumstances,  that  I  think  it  proper  you  should  be  advised  of  the 
following  facts.  In  the  case  of  Bowers  &:  ux  vs  Strudwick,  a  Bill  to 
settle  the  estate  of  S.  Witherspoon,  dec'd,  at  June  term  1863,  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  the  Clerk  reported  as  due  to  the  Plaintiff  after 
satisfying  a  lien  of  the  defendant  on  certain  slaves,  the  sum  of 
$1,600.  Mr.  Phillips,35o  counsel  for  defendant  excepted  to  the 
report,  because  the  estimates  were  made  in  Confed.  currency, 
whereas  the  debt  was  entitled  to  specie.  The  Court  at  June  term 
1864  sustained  the  exception,  and  directed  the  Clerk  to  reform  his 
report,  by  stating  an  account  as  of  1858,  when  the  Bill  was  filed. 
The  result  was,  that  the  lien  is  reported  not  satisfied  and  the  Pl'ff 
gets  nothing. 

The  Court,  Pearson  Judge,  in  sustaining  the  exception,  says, 
that  the  delay  of  one  year  in  rendering  the  decision  was  not  on 
account  of  any  difficulty  on  the  question,  but  the  Court  in  1863 
wished  to  avoid  the  declaration  that  Confed.  money  was  in  a  state 
of  depreciation,  but  now  Congress  and  the  whole  public  admitted 
it. 

If  the  Court  could  discuss  and  treat  the  subject  politically, 
by  delay  of  justice,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  it  was  a  forbidden  topic, 
when  considering  the  means  of  keeping  the  University  in 
operation. 

Joseph  S.  Cannon^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh 

Nov.  5th,  1864 

I  have  been  appointed  to  procure  bacon  for  the  State  from  the 
citizens  east  of  the  Chowan  by  purchase  and  exchange  during  the 


349  T^j^e  minutes  of  the  university  trustees  directly  preceding  this  date  contain 
nothing  that  clarifies  this  statement.  Graham  was  asked  to  urge  the  president  not  to 
withtlraw  the  exemption  from  the  draft  of  the  two  higher  classes,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  investigate  the  question  of  furnishing  military  instruction,  and  a  resolu- 
tion was  adopted,  declaring  that  the  closing  of  the  university  would  be  a  calamity, 

and  that  its  maintenance  was  "as  imperatively  enjoined  as  the  maintenance  of  the 
Executive,  Legislative,  and  Judicial  Departments." 

350  Samuel  F.  Phillips. 

351  Joseph  S.  Cannon  (1823-1882)  was  a  purchasing  agent  for  the  state  as  this  letter 
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present  winter  and  next  spring. 

It  is  necessary  to  have  permission  from  the  War  Department  to 
bring  the  bacon  to  Raleigh  and  to  carry  across  the  lines  the  articles 
exchanged  for  it. 

I  wish  you  to  get  an  indorsement  of  the  inclosed  paper  from  the 
Hon  Secretary  of  War  giving  me  this  privilege  as  the  Agent  of  the 
State  the  same  that  agents  of  the  Confederacy  have. 

I  will  be  glad  to  recieve  [sic]  it  as  soon  as  convenient  because  I 
have  a  lot  of  salt  now  on  the  lines  which  I  wish  to  deliver  in  small 
quantities  to  the  citizens  and  I  think  it  unsafe  where  it  is.  Also 
some  few  other  articles. 

I  might  get  permission  from  Genl.  Baker  ^52  b^t  he  is  near  the 
town  of  Washington  and  it  is  very  inconvenient  to  get  there.  Be- 
sides that  the  Command  of  that  section  may  be  changed  several 
times  during  the  season,  and  I  might  find  it  very  inconvenient  to 
leave  my  business  each  time  to  go  in  search  of  the  new  Commander, 
while  a  permit  from  the  Secretary  of  War  will  last  me  during  my 
term  of  office. 

Please  excuse  me  for  giving  you  this  trouble. 


French  Forrest^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Richmond, 

November  24th.,  1864. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  bill  was  prepared  and  submitted 
to  the  Navy  Committee  of  both  Houses,  "for  the  establishment 


clearly  indicates.  Cannon  attended  the  University  of  North  Carolina  (1848-1849), 
became  a  lawyer,  and  was  cleric  and  master  in  equity  for  many  years.  He  was  a  Union 
Whig  delegate  to  the  Secession  Convention,  served  on  Vance's  staff  during  the 
Civil  War,  and  later  was  Holdens  secretary.  Spencer  Alumni  Project;  McCormick, 
Convention  Personnel,  25. 

^^2  Laurence  Simmons  Baker  (1830-1907),  of  North  Carolina,  was  gratluated  from 
West  Point  in  1851,  last  man  in  a  class  of  forty  two.  After  years  of  duty  in  garrison 
and  on  the  frontier,  he  resigned  his  commission  in  May,  1861,  to  sei^c  his  native 
state.  He  was  colonel  of  the  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry  ant!  fought  under  Lee  in 
Virginia.  In  July,  1863,  he  was  promoted  to  brigadier  general,  C.S.A.  At  the  time  of 
this  letter  he  was  territorial  commander  of  North  Carolina  with  headquartei>>  in 
Goldsboro.  Subsequently,  he  opposed  Sherman  in  South  Carolina  and  commandetl  a 
brigade  at  Bentonville.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  AO. 

353  French  Forrest  (1796-1866),  of  Maryland,  entered  the  navy  in  1811,  served  with 
Perry  on  the  lakes,  and  distinguished  himself  in   the   Mexican  War.  He  became  a 
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and  equalization  of  the  grade  of  Officers  of  the  Navy,  and  for  other 
purposes, "  it  was  gotten  up  with  great  care  and  deliberation,  and 
received  the  approbation  of  all  most  [almost]  all  the  different 
grades  of  Officers  in  the  service,  but  it  was  postponed  from  time  to 
time  to  make  way  for  the  introduction  of  a  provisional  Navy  bill, 
which  passed  at  the  close  of  the  session,  without  argument.  I  would 
respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  whether  any  good  has  resulted 
from  the  formation  of  a  provisional  Navy;  the  general  received 
opinion  is,  that  it  has  failed  in  all  respects  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
service,  or  the  expectations  of  its  most  ardent  advocates;  that  it  is 
fraught  with  injurious  consequences  to  the  discipline  and  subordi- 
nation of  the  Navy,  cannot  be  denied  by  anyone,  conversant  with 
such  matters,  and  the  effect  will  be  more  seriously  felt  at  some 
future  day  than  can  now  be  well  imagined.  The  experiment  has 
now  been  fairly  tested,  and  has  failed  to  merit  the  approbation  of 
its  supporters,  and  I  hope,  if  there  should  be  any  objection  to 
repealing  the  law,  that  the  "Regular  Navy  bill"  now  before  your 
Committee  may  be  reported,  with  such  alterations  and  amend- 
ments as  you  may  deem  essential,  it  will  not  materially  conflict 
with  the  Provisional  Bill,  but  the  officers  deem  it  all  important 
that  something  should  be  done  to  place  them  on  a  right  footing, 
and  save  the  Navy  for  future,  if  not  for  present,  usefulness. 

I  have  been  requested  to  write,  or  see  you  on  the  subject,  as  the 
officers  desire  your  influence,  and  interposition  in  this  matter,  I 
do  so  the  more  willingly  as  I  am  satisfied  that  you  understand  the 
requirements  of  the  Navy  far  better  than  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee, or  of  the  Senate. 

William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain    A&H:  SWAIN 

Richmond, 

Nov.  26th,  1864. 

I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  Lt.  Gen'l  Holmes,  inquiring 
whether  the  President  had  exempted  the  students  of  the  Univer- 
sity. Five  or  six  days  since,  I  transmitted  to  the  President  your 

captain  in  1S44  but  resigned  to  join  the  Confederate  navy,  maintaining  his  rank  as 
captain.  I  liird  in  seniority,  Forrest  commanded  at  Norfolk,  1861-1862,  where  he  had 
general  charge  of  the  alterations  on  the  Merrimac.  Later  he  commanded  the  James 
River  squadron.  Had  his  opportunities  been  greater,  Forrest  might  have  been  more 
distinguished  as  a  Confederate  naval  officer  because  he  had  real  ability.  Dictionary 
of  American  Biography,  \'I,  .5.S1-5'V2. 
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letter  covering  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  on  that 
topic,  with  a  note  asking  his  favorable  consideration.  I  had  pre- 
viously to  my  late  visit  to  Hillsboro',  ^  before  the  arrival  of  your 
communication,  brought  it  before  him,  in  a  personal  interview. 
His  reply  was  not  very  encouraging,  being  to  the  effect,  that  it  was 
among  the  calamities  of  war,  that  breaks  up  all  our  Institutions — 
that  Gen'l  Lee  needs  men  in  the  army,  and  they  must  be  supplied 
from  some  source,  but  would  consider  it,  when  the  proceedings 
were  received,  etc.  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  call  again,  and 
am  awaiting  his  determination.  The  sentiment  of  Congress  seems 
to  be  much  in  favor  of  universal  equality,  and  I  doubt  whether  any 
thing  can  be  effected  by  Legislation. 

The  war  fever  seems  to  prevail  to  as  great  a  degree  as  ever  in 
Congress;  and  with  it  a  disposition  to  clothe  the  Executive  with 
still  stronger  powers. 

You  need  not  be  surprized  at  another  suspension  of  Hab. 
Corpus,  and  the  creation  of  more  crimes  laesae  Majestatis. 

The  armies  in  this  neighborhood  seem  quiet,  save  only  occa- 
sional cannon  firing. 

The  expedition  of  Sherman  in  Ga.  is  now  the  chief  subject  of 
attention.  It  must  result  in  serious  disaster  to  the  enemy  or  to  us. 
The  news  from  that  quarter  is  very  much  confined  to  official 
circles,  and  the  results  quite  uncertain. 

I  will  send  you  the  President's  reply  as  soon  as  received. 

William  A.  Graham  to  a&h.vance 

Ze bill  on  B.  Vance 

Richmond, 
November  29th.,  1864. 

I  have  read  your  message  in  some  haste,  but,  in  general,  think 
your  recommendations  wise  and  appropriate.  I  think  it  of  great 
importance  that  in  any  regulations  on  the  subject  of  troops  fur- 
nished to  the  Confed.  Gov't,  there  shall  be  a  respectable  body 
guard  reserved,  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  State. 

I  write  mainly  to  say,  that  I  have  heard  of  the  introduction  into 
our  Legislature,  of  Resolutions  proposing  negotiations  for  peace, 
through  the  agency  of  Com'rs  appointed  by  the  States.^^^  \  regret 


^•''•*On  November  25  John  Pool  ititrocluced  the  following  resolutions  in  the  North 
Carolina  Senate:   "Resolutions  to  initiate  negotiations  for  an  honorable  peace, 
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this  movement,  especially  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  seem  to  have 
gained  an  advantage  in  Ga.,  and  are  overrunning  a  portion  of  that 
State.  It  will  be  seized  upon  by  the  enemy  as  a  declaration  favor- 
able to  them,  and  will  dispirit  our  own  people,  as  a  confession  of 
despondency.  I  hope  there  is  no  danger  of  the  resolution  receiving 
the  approbation  of  the  Legislature.  Such  a  proceeding  must  lead 
to  embarrassment  here,  and  very  seriously  embroil  the  State  with 
the  Confed.  Gov't.  It  will  also  awaken  jealousy  in  the  other  States, 
which  will  operate  to  the  injury  of  the  common  cause. 

It  is  difficult  to  divine  the  future,  but  I  am  not  without  hope 
that,  after  the  termination  of  this  campaign,  say  between  New  Year 
and  March,  the  enemy  will  very  seriously  consider  whether  it  is 
expedient  to  prepare  for  expeditions  next  year  upon  the  grand 
scale  necessary  to  success, — and  that,  after  the  opening  of  Congress 
at  Wash'g'ton,  we  may  see  overtures  of  peace. 

I  regret  that  our  Gov't  seems  so  little  inclined  to  make  offers  to 
take  the  initiative,  which  I  think  it  might  do  with  propriety,  but, 
if  the  enemy  move,  I  trust  it  may  lead  to  good  results. 

Mr.  Henry ,35^  of  Ten.  made  a  speech  today  on  his  resolutions, 

"...  to  wit: 

"  I  o  avoid  formal  objections  hitherto  raised,  and  effectually  open  negotiations  for 
the  termination  of  this  most  imfortiinate  and  destructive  war, 

''Resolved,  that  five  commissionei^  be  elected  by  this  General  Assembly,  to  act  with 
commissioners  from  the  other  States  of  the  Confederacy,  as  a  mediimi  for  negotiating 
a  peace  with  the  United  States. 

''Resolved,  each  of  the  other  States  of  the  Confederacy  be  respectfully  requested  to 
create  a  similar  commission,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  and  to  cooperate  with 
North  Carolina  in  requesting  President  Davis,  in  the  name  of  these  sovereign  States, 
that  he  Tender  to  the  United  States  a  conference  for  negotiating  a  peace  through  the 
medium  of  three  commissioners. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Governor  make  known  to  each  of  the  other  States  of  the  Con- 
federacy this  action  of  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  and  endeavor  to 
secure  their  cooperation. 

"Resolved,  That  whenever  any  five  of  the  States  shall  have  responded  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners,  the  Governor  commiuiicate  the  proceeding,  officially, 
to  President  Davis,  and  request  his  prompt  action  upon  the  proposition." 

Pool's  resolutions  were  reported  favorably  on  December  14  but  were  tabled  in  a 
close  vote.  Daniel  G.  Fowle  introduced  similar  resolutions  in  the  House  on  November 
29,  but  no  action  was  taken.  Journal  of  the  Senate  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  at  Its  Session  of  1864-65  (Raleigh:  William  E.  Pell,  1866),  26- 
27,  38,  hereinafter  cited  ds  Journal  of  the  Senate;  Journal  of  the  House  of  Commons 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  at  Its  Session  of  1864-65  (Raleigh:  William 
E.  Pell,  1866),  55,  hereinafter  cited  ds  Journal  of  the  House. 

,3.5.5  Q^,^(avus  Adolphus  Henry  (1804-1880),  of  I  ennessee,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky 
and  a  giaduate  of  T  ransylvania  College.  A  metnber  of  the  Kentucky  legislatine,  1831- 
1833,  he  moved  to  1  ennessee  where  he  became  a  leader  of  the  Whig  party,  served  in 
the  legislature,  and  won  the  title  of  "Eagle  Orator  of  Tennessee.  "  He  toined  the 
North  in  1860  on  behalf  of  the  Bell  Everett  ticket  and  was  a  Confederate  senator. 
National  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography,  XIH,  131. 
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defining  position,  and  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  relations. 

The  state  of  affairs  in  Ga.  occasions  some  gloom  here,  and  it  is 
somewhat  added  to  by  a  most  inopportune  and  ill-considered  ap- 
plication for  a  general  suspension  of  Hab.  Corp.,  wjiich,  I  fear,  is  to 
be  granted. 

Newspaper  Account^^^  of  Graham's  Speech 

of  December  1, 1864,  on 

the  Exemption  of  State  Officers 

Mr.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  regarded  this  as  an 
unnecessary  resolution,  and  thought  that  it  ought  not  to  be  passed. 
It  came  to  the  Senate  unaccompanied  with  any  statistics  relative 
to  the  number  of  officers  exempted  by  the  States.  He  had  seen  in 
the  newspapers  a  tabular  statement  of  the  troops  furnished  by  the 
States,  and  the  number  of  those  exempted,  but  he  had  learned,  on 
inquiry,  that  that  statement  was  not  relied  upon  by  the  Military 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  steps  were 
being  taken  to  have  it  corrected.  It  was  a  novel  thing  for  Congress 
to  open  a  communication  with  the  States  upon  any  subject,  espe- 
cially upon  this.  The  proposition  embraced  in  this  resolution  was 
that  Congress  should  correspond  with  the  States,  and  ascertain 
whether  they  could  spare  any  more  troops  for  the  Confederate 
armies.  Such  correspondence  should,  if  necessary,  be  had  by  the 
Executive,  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  For  Congress  to  address  the 
States  on  this  subject  would  imply  an  insinuation  that  the  States 
had  been  delinquent.  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  were  repre- 
sented, in  the  statement  just  alluded  to,  to  have  a  larger  number 
of  exempts  than  any  of  the  other  States.  This  was  either  a  mistake, 
or,  if  a  fact,  could  be  easily  explained,  so  far  as  regarded  the  State 
of  North  Carolina.  The  Governor  of  North  Carolina  in  1861 
undertook,  it  being  the  only  condition  upon  which  the  President 
could  receive  the  number  of  troops  that  the  State  was  furnishing, 
to  clothe  the  North  Carolina  troops.  This  arrangement  was  still  in 
force,  and  by  it  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina  is  the  grand  Com- 
missary of  fifty  thousand  troops.  To  clothe  these  troops  the  Gov- 
ernor found  it  necessary  to  make  importations  and  to  keep  up 
manufactories,  both  of  which  required  the  exemption  of  a  number 
of  men.  Besides,  the  State  kept  up  in  its  own  service,  a  brigade  of 


356  Yxoxw  Hillsborough  Recorder,  Deceiiibei  14,  1864. 
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infantry  and  a  battalion  of  artillery.  These  men,  though  in  the 
State  service,  had  been  under  the  control  of  Confederate  command- 
ers, and  had  supplied  the  places,  within  their  State,  of  Confederate 
troops,  who  were  needed  elsewhere.  The  Governor  of  North  Caro- 
lina, it  must  also  be  mentioned,  had  been  made  by  the  Legislature 
the  grand  almoner  of  thousands  and  thousands  of  women  and 
children,  whose  protectors  were  absent  in  the  Confederate  service. 
To  distribute  subsistence  to  this  multitude  required  the  exemption 
of  a  number  of  men.  But  besides  all  these  there  were  a  number  of 
State  officers,  clerks  of  courts,  justices  of  the  peace,  etc.  These  could 
not  be  reached  by  any  law  that  Congress  could  pass.  But  they  had, 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  been  made  home  guards,  and  were  at 
this  time  doing  duty,  arresting  deserters,  maintaining  order,  and 
performing  other  duties.  The  resolution,  he  repeated,  was  super- 
derogatory,  and  would,  he  feared,  be  taken  offensively  by  the  States. 
The  people  of  North  Carolina  were  proud  of  having  furnished  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  troops  to  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment, besides  having  three  thousand  in  the  State  service.  The 
resolution  would  not  be  considered  respectful.  It  would  be  con- 
sidered that  Congress  had  appointed  a  committee  to  reason  with 
them  upon  their  delinquency.  If  such  a  letter,  as  proposed  by  the 
resolution,  was  to  be  written  to  the  States,  they  would  reply: 
"Search  your  own  departments,  and  see  if  there  are  not  many  men 
there  who  should  be  in  the  field;  look  at  your  commissioners  about 
the  courts,  the  persons  employed  in  the  confiscation  of  property, 
the  hangers-on  about  post  quartermaster's  offices,  etc.,  etc.  "  He 
hoped  these  questions  would  not  be  raised  between  the  States  and 
the  Confederate  States.  For  the  reasons  he  had  stated,  he  did  not 
think  the  matter  commended  itself  to  the  favor  of  the  Senate,  and 
he  would,  therefore,  move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Barnwell,^^^  of  South  Carolina  agreed  perfectly  with  what 
had  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  N.C.,  (Mr.  Graham.)  He  had 
been  opposed  to  the  resolution  from  the  first,  not  liking  to  see 
questions  raised  between  the  States  and  the  Confederate  States. 
Whatever  the  States  did  in  this  matter  must  be  done  of  their  own 
motion. 

Mr.  Graham's  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  adopted,  and  the 
resolutions  were  thus  disposed  of 


•^•"''^  R()l)crt  Woodward  Barnwell. 
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John  F.  Freeland^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Near  Petersburg,  Va. 
Dec.  5th,  1864 

I  write  to  you  in  behalf  of  the  men  in  my  company  in  reference 
to  the  one  hundred  dollar  bonds  which  will  I  understand  be  paid 
to  them  soon. 

I  wish  to  know  if  they  will  pay  tax  on  property  and  whether  they 
will  be  transferable  or  not.  The  impression  with  the  men  is  that 
they  will  not  be  payable  under  twenty  years  and  unless  they  are 
informed  better  a  good  many  of  the  men  will  allow  themselves  to 
be  swindled  by  transfers  and  spectulators  [sic] .  Any  information 
on  the  subject  will  be  thanfuUy  [sic]  received. 

Daniel  H.  Hill  to  William  A  Graham  UNC 

Davidson  College,  N.  C, 
December  7th.,  1864. 

Many  thanks  for  your  prompt  attention  to  the  matter  of  the 
Report  of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  The  attempt  to  suppress  it, 
I  hope  has  failed. 

Enclosed  1  send  you  Bragg's  letter  to  Mr.  Davis,^^^  asking  for 
my  removal  from  the  Army  of  Tennessee.  I  cannot  reconcile  it  with 
his  statements  to  me  in  the  presence  of  Lt.  Col.  Anderson,36o  nor 
with  those  of  Senator  Semmes^^i  &  Col.  Strange^^z  to  you.  I  think. 


^^  John  F.  Freeland,  a  native  of  Orange  County,  served  in  the  Bethel  Regiment 
before  eventually  becoming  captain,  Company  G,  Eleventh  North  Carolina  Regiment. 
Clark,  North  Carolina  Regiments,  I,  1 19,  586;  Moore,  North  Carolina  Roster,  I,  394. 

•^^9  Copy  in  Hill's  writing. 

^^^  Lt.  Col.  Archer  Anderson  served  as  Hill's  adjutant  during  the  Chickamauga 
Campaign.  R.  N.  Scott  and  others  (eds.).  The  War  of  the  Rebellion:  A  Compilation 
of  the  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies  (Washington:  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office,  70  volumes,  1880-1901),  Series  I,  XXX,  Part  II,  64,  140,  147, 
hereinafter  cited  as  Official  Records  (Army). 

^^1  Thomas  Jenkins  Semmes  (1824-1899)  was  a  native  of  Georgetown,  D.C.,  and  a 
graduate  of  Georgetown  College  and  the  Harvard  Law  School.  He  began  practice  in 
Washington,  but  in  1850  removed  to  New  Orleans  where  he  practiced  thereafter. 
He  was  a  state  legislator;  state  attorney  general;  delegate  to  the  secession  convention; 
and  Confederate  senator  from  Louisiana,  1862-1865.  Perhaps  Semmes's  most  notable 
achievements  came  after  1865  when  he  attained  recognition  as  the  head  of  the 
Louisiana  bar  and  appeared  as  counsel  in  nearly  every  major  civil  suit  for  years. 
He  was  also  professor  of  civil  law  at  the  University  of  Louisiana  (now  Tulane)  from 
1873  until  his  death.  In  1886  he  was  elected  president  of  the  American  Bar  Asso- 
ciation. He  served  in  the  state  constitutional  conventions  of  1879  and  1898.  Diction- 
ary of  American  Biography,  XVI,  582-583. 

^^2  Robert  Strange,  Jr. 
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however,  that  Bragg  is  right  in  one  respect.  He  has  not  influenced 
Mr.  Davis  against  me,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  latter  knew 
him  too  well  to  attach  any  importance  to  his  letter.  Mr.  D's  treat- 
ment has  all  grown  out  of  the  unintentional  offence  I  gave  him  in 
our  unfortunate  interview.  This,  he  will  never  forget,  or  forgive. 
He  will  wait  till  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  8c  will  then  drop 
me.  I  think  that  your  Delegation  could  save  me  from  this  degreda- 
tion,  but  I  feel  unwilling  to  annoy  your  Body  with  my  personal 
matters. 

You  promised  me  the  letter  of  the  Delegation  to  Mr.  Seddon, 
signed  in  full  by  all  the  members.  I  feel  very  anxious  to  get  it,  as  a 
vindication  of  my  memory  to  my  children,  when  I  am  no  more. 
You  will  confer  a  great  favor  by  sending  me  a  copy  of  it. 

I  was  packed  up,  ready  to  go  to  Georgia,  when  I  learned  that 
communication  with  Beauregard  was  cut  off,  and  that  Bragg  was 
in  command.  It  chafes  me  to  be  idle  at  such  a  time,  but  I  am  too 
feeble  for  the  ranks,  &:  no  other  service  will  ever  be  given  me. 

I  told  you  last  summer  that  Mr.  Davis  would  not  keep  faith  with 
your  Delegation,  &  that,  having  raised  the  quibble  that  he  could 
not  give  ine  a  command,  because  I  had  not  reported  for  duty,  he 
would  not  give  me  one  after  such  report. 

I  have  thought  that  an  application  from  the  N.C.  Delegation 
for  me  to  have  command  of  the  N.C.  troops  in  Lee's  Army,  might 
bring  him  to  terms.  My  friends  write  that  this  is  the  wish  of  the 
troops.  Of  that  I  know  nothing  personally.  But  I  feel  sure  that, 
whatever  their  feelings  may  be  to  me  as  an  individual,  they  have 
great  regard  for  me  as  a  soldier. 

My  wife  has  not  been  well  since  the  birth  of  her  baby,  Sc  her 
state  of  health  has  operated  injuriously  on  the  child.  It  has  been 
well  for  my  family  that  my  banishment  has  been  so  long. 

Have  you  ever  read  anything  like  Hood's  moveinent  into 
Tennessee?363  Has  it  a  parallel  in  all  history?  Who  is  the  author  of 
it?  If  the  expedition  prove  a  disaster,  (and  it  stirely  will)  poor  Hood 


363  I  his  reference  is  to  Gen.  John  Bell  Hood's  invasion  of  Tennessee  in  an  abortive 
attempt  to  lure  Sherman  north  from  Georgia.  Hood  was  decisively  beaten  by  George 
Henry  Ihomas  at  the  Battle  of  Nashville  (December  15-16,  1864).  The  shattered 
Army  of  I  ennessee  withdrew  to  northern  Mississippi  where,  in  January,  1865,  Hood 
was  relieved  of  command  at  his  request.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  305-309. 
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must  bear  it.  If,  perchance,  a  success,  the  Executive  will  be  the 
great  strategist.  Beauregard,  entre  nous,  wrote  it  to  me  six  weeks 
ago,  disclaiming  its  paternity. 

[Enclosure] 
Braxt  on  Bragg^^"^  t  o  Jeffers on  Davis 

Head  Qrs.  Army  of  Tennessee, 
Missionary  Ridge, 

October  11th.,  1863. 

Sir: 

With  a  view  to  the  more  efficient  organization  and  command  of 
this  Army,  I  beg  you  will  relieve  Lt.  Gen'l  Hill  froin  duty  with  it. 
Possessing  some  high  qualifications  as  a  commander,  he  still  fails 
to  such  an  extent  in  others,  that  he  weakens  the  moral  and  military 
tone  of  his  command. 

The  want  of  prompt  conformity  to  orders  of  great  importance, 
is  the  immediate  cause  of  this  application. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  ob't  Servant, 
BRAXTON  BRAGG. 
Gen'l. 

[Endorsement  by  Hill:] 

I  became  aware  of  the  existence  of  this  letter  in  my  conversation 
with  Mr.  Davis.  My  first  application  for  a  Court  of  Inquiry  was 
refused,  upon  the  ground  that  there  were  no  charges  or  allegations 
against  me.  After  seeing  this  letter,  I  based  upon  it  a  second  appli- 
cation, stating  that  there  were  allegations  against  me.  The  appli- 
cation was  not  noticed  in  any  way,  but  left  unanswered. 

Newspaper  Editorial  on  William  A.  Graharrfi^^ 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  eminent  citizen  mentioned 
in  the  following  paragraph  from  Raleigh  Conservative,  is  Hon. 
W.  A.  Graham: 


^^'*  Braxton  Bragg  was  undeniably  opposed  to  Hills  advancement. 
365  From  the  Fayetteville  Observer,  December  12,  1864. 
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"Perhaps  it  may  not  be  out  of  place,  and  we  do  not  intend  to 
violate  confidence,  to  allude  to  the  views  of  a  distinguished  citizen 
of  the  State  whose  position  entitles  him  to  the  entire  confidence 
of  our  people,  and  to  none  more  than  confidence  of  the  Conserva- 
tive. The  peace  movement  in  our  Legislature  he  views  with  anx- 
iety and  interest.  The  present  position  in  our  affairs,  in  his  opin- 
ion, requires  the  most  delicate  and  cautious  action,  and  the  wisest 
reserve.  Improper  impressions  upon  the  enemy,  as  well  as  divisions 
among  ourselves  must  both  be  avoided." 

Governor  Graham  possesses  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
North  Carolina,  not  only  of  the  party  with  which  he  has  acted,  but 
of  all  parties.  The  influence  of  his  clear  head,  calm  temper,  and 
sound  judgment,  has  been  felt  heretofore  in  every  position  in 
which  he  has  chosen  to  exert  them.  It  may  not  be  improper  now 
to  say  (since  we  have  alluded  to  it  in  a  Raleigh  paper)  that  a  speech 
delivered  by  him  in  one  of  the  caucusses  held  during  the  last  Legis- 
lature so  effectively  killed  off  the  miserable  peace  movement  that 
afflicted  and  disgraced  that  period,  that  they  were  never  heard  of 
again. 

Governor  Graham  is  now  the  same  that  he  was  then,  jealous  of 
the  honor  of  his  State,  and  devoted  to  the  cause  of  his  country.  We 
tixist  that  his  influence  will  not  be  less  now  than  then,  with  those 
who  have  that  honor  and  that  cause  at  heart,  and  that  the  resolu- 
tions of  Mr.  Pool,3^6  even  the  less  objectionable  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Fowle,367  will  be  allowed  to  "sleep  the  sleep  that  knows  no 
waking." 

William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain    A&H:   SWAIN 

Richmond, 

Deer.  17th,  1864. 

Your  two  letters  have  been  received,  and  in  answer  to  the  matter 
of  business  personal  to  yourself  I  have  the  pleastne  to  say,  that  Mr. 


366  JqI^p  Pool  (1826-1884),  of  Pasquotank  County,  was  a  graduate  of  the  Univereity 
of  North  Carolina,  a  lawyer,  and  a  politician.  He  was  state  senator,  1856-1860  and 
1864-1865,  unsuccessful  Whig  candidate  for  governor  in  1860,  delegate  to  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1865,  and  United  States  senator,  1868-1873.  After  retiring 
from  the  Senate,  he  practiced  law  in  Washington,  D.C.  A  strong  Unionist,  Pool  took 
no  part  in  the  secession  movement  and  opposed  the  war,  winning  election  to  the 
state  Senate  as  a  peace  candidate.  After  the  Civil  War  Pool  was  associated  with  the 
Radical  Republicans  but  was  never  so  partisan  as  others.  He  was  very  influential 
in  getting  national  anti-Ku  Klux  Klan  legislation  passed.  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography,X\,  64-65. 
^^^  Daniel  Gould  Fowle. 
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Hunter368  this  morning  informed  me,  that  upon  calling  on  the 
Com'r  of  taxes  (which  he  did  in  consequence  of  a  resolution  intro- 
duced by  me)  he  was  advised,  the  instructions  were  prepared  and 
would  be  issued,  directing  that  the  credit  for  tythes  on  rented  land 
should  be  allowed  and  apportioned  between  the  tenant  and  land- 
lord, according  to  the  several  interests  in  the  crop. 

The  President  has  been  sick  for  a  week  or  two,  but  is  reported 
as  well  today.  It  may  be  owing  to  this  circumstance  that  he  has  as 
yet  returned  no  answer  to  your  communication  covering  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Or  he  may  be  awaiting  the  action 
of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  details  and  exemptions.  There  is  a 
rampant  spirit,  I  fear,  in  Congress,  to  put  every  body  into  the  ranks 
of  the  Army.  Mr.  Bridgers^^^  of  Mil.  Com'tee  in  the  House,  tells 
me  tonight,  that  Gen'l  J.  E.  Johnston  has  been  invited  before  that 
Com'tee,  and  gave  it,  as  his  opinion,  that  there  should  be  no  ex- 
emptions or  details  of  those  between  the  limits  of  age,  except 
skilled  mechanics,  employed  on  Gov't  contracts!  an  absurdity 
shewing  that  military  men  are  but  poor  Judges  of  the  policy  of  a 
nation — as  Gen'l  Lee  is  reported  to  favor  the  employment  of  negro 
troops:  which  if  true,  is  but  an  illustration  of  the  same  thing.  We 
should  prepare  to  open  the  University  as  usual,  and  await  results 
with  patience. 

The  Government  has  lost  much  of  the  confidence  of  the  Coun- 
try, since  the  opening  of  this  session  of  Congress.  The  recom- 
mendation in  favor  of  negro  soldiers,  followed  up  by  the  message 
of  the  Gov'r  of  Va.  is  occasioning  great  disquietude  as  to  the  safety 
of  the  institution,  and  Hunter  informs  me,  that  many  negroes  are 
already  absconding,  from  fear  of  being  taken  for  such  service, 
under  a  Bill,  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  allowing  40,000  to  be 
impressed  as  army  laborers.  A  conspiracy  Bill  has  passed,  which  is 
the  Sedition  law  of  1798,  biu  more  extensive  and  stringent,  to  be 
executed  through  Military  Courts  upon  all  men  between  17  and 
50.  A  suspension  of  Habeas  Corpus  will  probably  follow  in  a  few 
days,  though  as  yet,  there  is  some  prospect  of  meliorating  that,  as 
compared  with  the  former  act.  Gov.  Foote  told  me  on  the  street 
this  evening,  that  he  had  in  a  speech  today,  taken  leave  of  the 
House  Reps,  and  would  not  return  to  it,  if  that  act  were  not  re- 
pealed. (He  supposed  it  had  passed  the  Senate,  which  was  a  mis- 


36^  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter  represented  Virginia  in  the  Confederate  Senate. 
^^^  Robert  Riifus  Bridgers  of  North  Carolina. 
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take).  He  said  he  w'd  not  resign  at  present,  but  would  leave  Rich- 
mond, as  he  w'd  not  legislate  in  chains. 

Early's  Command  has  come  down  from  the  Valley  and  gone  to 
Pet'b'g.  Our  army  in  this  quarter  is  strong.  But  much  uneasiness  is 
felt,  as  to  Sherman's  operations,  and  the  expedition  of  Hood. 

I  regret  the  distractions  among  our  friends  at  Raleigh,  but  in 
the  terrible  ordeal  through  which  we  are  passing  there  is  much 
room  for  difference  of  opinion,  without  alienation  or  want  of 
charity. 

I  see  Mr.  Pool's  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table  by  a  close  vote. 
Two  or  three  sets  of  resolutions  looking  to  peace,  or  negotiations, 
have  been  introduced  into  the  House  Reps,  but  they  have  been 
smothered.  The  Vice  Pres't  is  here — no  cordiality  between  him 
[and]  the  Head  of  the  Gov't.  The  Financial  scheme  of  the  Sec. 
Treasury  is  under  discussion  in  the  Ho.  Reps,  and  may  be 
adopted.  1  am  disposed  to  take  anything  that  may  promise  relief, 
but  have  not  considered  it  sufficiently,  to  declare  in  its  favor. 

1  hope  to  be  at  home  the  week  of  the  holidays,  and  will  be  grati- 
fied if  you  will  come  and  spend  a  day  or  two,  bringing  Mrs.  S.  My 
three  sons  at  Petersburg  are  yet  safe.  James  writes  me  today,  that 
he  was  in  the  late  expedition  to  Belfield,  in  pursuit  of  Grant's 
detachment,  &:  suffered  severely  from  the  weather,  but  had  re- 
turned to  his  quarters. 

I  learn  with  pain  the  scarcity  of  food  among  our  people,  referred 
to  by  you,  and  fear  the  military  policy  will  render  it  worse  next 
year.  With  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  S.  and  the  young  ladies. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Theophilus  H.  Holmes  UNC 

Richmond 

Dec.  21st,  1864 

On  the  12th  of  November  last  the  Secretary  of  War  was  pleased 
to  make  an  order  for  the  detail  of  Spaight  M.  Reel  or  either  for  his 
furlough  untill  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and 
the  order,  I  learn,  has  been  forwarded  to  your  office,  from  which  I 
supposed  it  would  be  transmitted  to  said  Reel.  If  this  has  not  been 
done,  please  cause  the  order  to  be  sent  to  him  at  his  post  office, 
Cottage  Home,  Lincoln  Co.,  N.C. 

I  have  nothing  as  yet  from  the  President  as  to  the  detail  of  the 
students  of  the  university. 
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William  A.  Graham  to  duke:  bryan 

James  A.  Bryan^'^^ 

Richmond 

Dec.  22nd,  1864 

Your  letter  was  received  today,  and  I  waited  on  the  Secretary  of 
War  who  said  if  1  would  write  him  a  letter,  stating  the  facts  as  to 
the  necessity  for  attending  to  your  Father's  estate,  he  would  send  it 
to  your  Brigade  &  order  a  furlough  for  30  days.  This  I  did  imme- 
diately, and  I  hope  [you]  will  get  the  furlough  by  the  time  this 
reaches  you. 

My  sons  John  &  James  are  with  me  today.  I  hope  to  leave  this 
city  for  Hillsboro  on  friday  next  to  spend  the  week  of  holidays  at 
home. 

Very  affectionately  yours 

William  A.  Graham  to  a&H:VANCE 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

Richmond, 

December  23rd.,  1864. 

I  had  intended  to  defer  a  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th.  inst.^''^ 
untill  I  should  reach  home,  (as  I  supposed,  tomonow),  but  being 
detained  here  a  day  by  accident,  I  avail  myself  of  the  leisure  to 
write  you. 

I  deeply  deplore  the  dissensions  among  friends,  which  your  let- 
ter reveals,  and  which  is  easily  to  be  inferred  froin  the  reports  of 
proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly.  In  the  varying  aspects  of 
our  affairs,  there  is  much  room  for  difference  of  opinion,  &  much 
occasion  for  Charity  &:  toleration. 


•^^^*  James  A.   Bryan,   nephew   of  William   A.  Graham,  was   the  son   of  the  James 
West    Bryans.   John    Bryan   Williams   (comp.),  "The   Records   of  the   Isle   of  Wight 
Bryans  in  North  Carolina  and  the  South,  from  1689  to  1896,"  in  the  Bryan  Family 
Papers,  Duke  University  Manuscript  Collection,  Duke  University,  Durham,  herein 
after  cited  as  "Records  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Bi-yans.  " 

371  Not  found. 
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I  regard  the  salvation  of  this  countiy,  if  saved  it  can  be,  as  in  the 
hands  of  the  conservative  men,  who  opposed  the  revolution  while 
there  was  a  chance  to  avert  it,  but  when  it  became  inevitable,  have 
nobly  done  their  duty,  in  endeavouring  to  give  it  success.  I  regret 
any  division  among  them,  because  of  their  power  to  do  good,  and 
the  sincerity  of  their  patriotism  in  endeavouring  to  take  care  of  the 
countiy,  and  this  the  more,  because  their  opponents  have  been 
from  the  beginning,  and  are  now,  united  as  a  party,  with  their  old 
animosities,  political  and  almost  personal,  unabated,  and  their 
spirit  of  proscription,  wherever  there  [is]  a  crumb  of  patronage, 
as  intense  as  ever. 

The  advent  of  the  conservatives  to  power  in  North  Carolina  was 
the  spontaneous  effusion  of  the  popular  will,  designed  to  rebuke 
faction  and  proscription,  while  determined  to  stand  by  the  country 
in  the  dreadful  struggle  through  which  it  was  destined  to  pass. 

I  would  exhort  those,  therefore,  who  have  been  as  brethren 
heretofore,  to  bear  and  forbear  much,  before  coming  to  a  final 
estrangement. 

The  country  is  now  in  an  agony  of  trial.  That  it  becomes  us  not 
to  quail,  but  to  act  manly  parts,  is  the  dictate,  not  only  of  patriot- 
ism, but  of  interest,  to  render  to  the  common  cause  our  due  meed 
of  service,  but  not,  in  so  doing,  to  surrender  the  sovereignty  or 
safety  of  the  State.  Self  defence  is  the  fust  law  of  nature,  and  "our 
first,  best  country  ever  is  at  home."  It  is  wise,  therefore,  to  retain 
that  force  which  is  exempted  from  conscription  by  law,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  State  itself,  and  still  wiser  to  abstain  from  intestine 
divisions  which  may  lead  to  the  shedding  of  fraternal  blood.  At 
the  same  time,  the  common  cause  must  be  supported,  disorder 
must  be  suppressed,  and  society  made  safe. 

While  these  general  principles  should,  in  my  opinion,  guide  our 
action,  you  in  your  public  position,  which  you  hold  by  almost  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  people,  can  afford  to  be  tolerant,  without 
any  danger  of  the  imputation  of  yielding  from  unworthy  motives, 
and  in  fact,  not  yielding  at  all  any  vital  principle.  Criticism  from 
friends,  as  well  as  adversaries,  is  to  be  expected  in  public  life.  When 
it  exceeds  just  bounds  &:  becomes  personal,  every  one  is  the  best 
judge  in  his  own  case,  of  the  notice  to  be  taken  of  it.  So  far  as  may 
depend  upon  my  counsels,  you  may  be  assured,  in  case  of  differ- 
ence, of  the  remonstrances  of  friendship,  rather  than  the  cavilling 
of  enmity. 

I  shall  spend  a  week  at  home,  and  may  possibly  visit  Raleigh  for 
a  day,  and  see  you. 
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The  military  situation  is  threatening.  No  official  accounts  as 
yet  from  Hood.  If  the  reality  be  as  bad  as  the  report  in  the  Northern 
papers,  the  expedition  is  a  disastrous  failure,  and  the  hope  of 
recovering  Tennessee  is  lost. 

Lee's  army  here,  is  sufficient  for  defence.  Nothing  for  three  or 
four  days,  from  Savannah  &  Sherman.  Raids  reported  north  of  this, 
on  the  Central  R.  Road,  and  a  formidable  expedition  beyond 
Lynchburg,  towards  the  salt  works.  Hab.  Cor.372  will  be  shorn  of 
much  of  its  former  hideousness,  but  is  still  unnecessary  and  offen- 
sive. The  amelioration  has  been  gained  by  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  since  last  winter.  The  enemy  seems  bent  on  active  opera- 
tions during  the  winter.  I  had  hoped  there  would  be  such  a  cessa- 
tion as  would  allow  some  effort  at  negotiation.  Both  Gov'ts  seem  to 
me  sadly  deficient  in  tact  on  this  head. 


•^^2  Habeas  corpus.  North  Carolinians,  particularly  men  like  \'ance  and  Ciahani, 
were  very  critical  of  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  by  the  Davis  ad- 
ministration. 
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1865 

Request  from  a  Wake  Coimty  Committee  UNC 

to  Jam.es  A.  Se (id 071 

[January,  1865.] 

The  undersigned  Citizens  of  Wake  County,  N.C.,  respectfully 
ask  you  to  cause  to  be  detailed  for  the  benefit  of  this  Community, 
private  Henry  E.  Hollowayi  Co.  "E"  5th.  N.C.  Cavali^.  Mr.  H.  has 
been  in  sei^ice  but  a  short  time,  having  been  on  detail  as  shoe- 
maker. Your  petitioners  beg  to  be  pennitted  to  state  a  few  facts. 
Mr.  Holloway  was  the  only  shoemaker  in  this  Community,  and 
ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  has  been  making  shoes 
at  very  reduced  prices.  The  poor  around  him  have  been  almost 
entirely  dependent  on  him  for  shoes,  while  soldiers  in  the  sei'vice 
from  this  community  have  relied  on  Mr.  Holloway  almost  exclu- 
sively for  their  shoes.  He  is  likewise  afflicted  with  a  spinal  disease 
of  long  standing,  (as  one  of  your  petitioners,  who  is  his  family 
physician,  can  testify),  and  will  be  able  to  render  but  little  service 
as  a  soldier. 

He  is  a  man  of  large  family,  having  fifteen  in  number,  the  most 
of  them  children. 

Your  petitioners  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  every  man  who  can 
render  service  to  the  Coinitry  as  a  soldier  is  needed,  &:  needed  7iow, 
&  they  would  not  ask  for  the  detail  of  any  man  if  they  believed  for 
a  moment  that  he  could  serve  the  Country  more  efficiently  in  the 
field  than  at  home.  We  have  cheerfully  given  our  sons  8c  brothers 
to  this  holy  tause,  and  we  stand  ready  to  sacrifice  our  all,  if  necessary , 
on  the  Altar  of  our  bleeding  Country.  The  necessity  of  this  detail 
is  so  urgent,  that  we  have  adopted  this  method  of  appealing  direct- 
ly to  you,  instead  of  sending  it  through  the  customaiy  channel, 
where  it  will  be  necessarily  delayed.  Every  man  &:  woman  in  this 
entire  Community,  &:  their  relatives  in  the  field,  would,  if  neces- 
sary, sign  this  petition  with  great  pleasure. 

We  are,  with  profound  respect. 

Your  fellow  countrymen, 
&  Ob't  Servants, 


'  I'ei  haps  this  request  that  Holloway  be  excused  from  military  duty  was  successful. 
1  he  records  of  the  Fifth  North  Carolina  Cavalry  do  not  mention  him. 
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Anderson  Page, 
Rev.  W.  M.  Jordan, 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  D.  Page, 
Solomon  Wiggins, 
Jacob  Sorrel, 
E.  S.  McCuUers, 
B.  G.  Graham,  M.D., 
Capt.  J.  R.  Page, 
Heiny  B.  Whitaker, 
J.  H.  Whitaker, 
John  W.  Page,  M.D. 

Daniel  H.  Hill  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Augusta,  Georgia., 
January  3rd.,  1865. 

The  action  of  Congress  in  case  of  Gen'l  Johnston, 2  and  your 
kind  mention  of  my  condition  in  the  Conference,  induces  me  to 
hope  that  Congress  may  do  something  for  me.  My  case  is  much 
stronger  than  Gen'l  J's,  inasmuch  as  he  was  not  reduced  in  giade. 
His  exalted  rank,  position  and  character  turned  the  eyes  of  the 
counti'y  upon  him,  while  I,  in  my  obscurity,  was  overlooked.  Here, 
however,  is  the  fact,  that  I  was  degraded  in  rank,  and  kept  out  of 
command  a  year,  when  the  President,  by  his  official  letter  through 
Gen'l  Cooper ,3  and  by  his  own  mouth  had  stated  that  I  had  done 
nothing  to  impair  his  confidence.  One  of  the  Major  Generals  in 


•^  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston  was  the  subject  of  considerable  discussion  in  the  Con- 
federate Congress.  Removed  from  conimantl  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  in  July,  1864, 
at  the  insistence  of  the  Georgia  delegation  who  deplored  his  Fabian  tactics  in  con- 
fronting Shermans  army,  Johnston  became  a  stomi  center  in  the  efforts  of  Congress 
to  assert  itself  on  war  policy.  In  mid-Janiiai^,  1865,  the  Confederate  Senate  adopted 
a  resolution  "advising"  President  Jefferson  Davis  to  appoint  Lee  as  general-in-chief, 
Beaiiregaid  to  command  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  and  Johnston  to  head 
the  Army  of  I  ennessee.  Davis  countered  with  a  compromise  whereby  Lee  vvoidd 
become  commander-in-chief.  The  Congress  then  adopted  an  innocuous  resolution 
suggesting  that  Johnston's  reassignment  vvoidd  be  favorably  received  by  the  public — 
a  resolution  Davis  ignored.  Although  Davis  believed  Johnston  unfit  for  command, 
he  allowed  Lee,  now  commander-in-chief,  to  restore  Johnston  to  command  in  late 
Februar-y.  Yearns,  Confederate  Congress,  148,227. 

I  his  letter  suggests  that  D.  H.  Hill  hoped  Congress  might  similarly  intenene  on 
his  behalf. 

^  Gen.  Samuel  Cooper,  senior  officer  in  the  Confederate  army,  was  adjutant 
and  inspector  general. 
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my  Corps,  (Breckinridge)^  went  to  him  and  spoke  in  the  highest 
terms  of  me.  Breckinridge,  Cleburne,^  Sc  all  my  Brigadiers  sent 
me  notes  of  sympathy  &:  appreciation  upon  my  removal  from  the 
Army.  What,  then,  have  I  done?  Bragg,  it  is  true,  wrote  a  private 
letter  to  the  President,  complaining  of  me.  But  he  told  me  in  the 
presence  of  Lt.  Col.  Anderson  that  he  had  nothing  against  ine,  as 
a  soldier,  but  that  he  had  heard  I  had  been  talking  about  him. 
This,  I  assured  him,  was  untrue,  8c  that  my  most  confidential  Staff 
officers  did  not  know  my  opinion  of  him.  I  told  him,  however,  that 
I  had  signed  the  memorial  for  his  removal,  but  that  I  had  neither 
written  it,  nor  gotten  it  up.  Moreover,  Bragg  has  been  very  busy 
since  in  assuring  every  body  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
President's  prejudice  against  me.  He  has  then  neutralized  his  own 
private  letter.  There  remains,  then,  nothing  except  the  offence  I 
gave,  unwittingly,  to  Mr.  Davis  in  my  interview  with  him,  as  I  told 
you  Sc  the  N.C.  Delegation. 

I  have  in  my  possession  the  statement  of  Lt.  Col.  Anderson  of 
Bragg's  conversation  with  ine,  and  also  the  testimonials  of  my 
officers.  Those  of  Cleburne  and  Breckinridge  are  particularly 
strong.  The  latter  is  still  living,  and  will  endorse  his  previous 
sentiments. 

Mr.  Davis  has  done  all  that  the  Executive  could  to  blacken  my 
character  Sc  reputation.  I  may  fall  any  day  in  this  bloody  strife,  and 
my  name  go  down  to  my  children  with  the  Executive  stain  upon 
it.  Is  there  no  remedy?  Congress  can  ask  for  my  restoration  to  rank, 
or  can  demand  the  reasons  of  my  degradation.  This  would  cancel, 
in  public  estimation,  the  wrong  done  through  private  spite.  The 
myth  about  the  lost  dispatch  is  biu  a  specimen  of  the  temper  exhib- 
ited towards  me. 

I  leave  my  affairs  in  your  hands,  believing  that  your  friendship 
and  sense  of  justice  will  secure  for  me  all  that  can  be  obtained.  I 


^  Maj.  Gen.  John  Cabell  Breckinridge  coniniancled  a  division  of  D.  H.  Hi  Us  corps 
at  Chickamauga  and  Missionary  Ridge.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  S'}. 

^  Patrick  Ronayne  Cleburne  (1828-1864),  a  native  of  Ireland,  after  three  yeai^s  in 
the  British  army,  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Arkansas.  He  became  a  lawyer  and 
acquired  considerable  landed  property.  In  politics  he  was  initially  an  ardent  Whig 
but  later  became  a  Democrat.  He  rose  from  captain  to  major  general  in  the  Con- 
federate army.  A  veteran  of  many  battles,  he  won  the  title  "Stonewall  Jackson  of  the 
West."  Lee  likened  him  to  "a  meteor  shooting  from  a  clouded  sky."  As  enthusiasm 
for  the  Confederate  cause  waned  after  Gettysburg  antl  Vicksburg,  Cleburne  became 
the  first  to  suggest  arming  slaves  and  mustering  them  into  military  sei-vice,  a  policy 
belatedly  advocated  by  the  Davis  government  in  1865.  He  was  killed  while  leading 
his  division  at  the  Battle  of  Franklin  on  November  -^0,  1864.  A  superb  combat  officer, 
his  death  was  a  calamity  to  the  Confederate  cause.  Dictionary  of  American  Bi- 
ography, IV,  190-191;  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  53-54. 
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deeply  regret  the  trouble  I  give  you,  but,  educated  as  a  soldier,  I 
naturally  feel  very  keenly  any  reflection  upon  my  character  as 
such,  and,  as  I  have  no  legacy  to  leave  my  children  but  a  good 
name,  I  cannot  bear  that  to  be  taken  away  without  an  effort  to 
secure  their,  &  my,  right  to  it. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham        A&H 

Richmond, 

Jan'y  8th,  1865. 

My  Dearest 

I  arrived  here  the  day  after  leaving  home  at  2  o'clock  p.m.  having 
stayed  in  Greensboro'  till  5  P.M.  dining  with  Mr.  Gilmer,  who 
with  Mr.  Leach  came  on  with  me;  passing  all  the  way  in  an  express 
train  with  our  luggage  for  seats,  btit  with  a  stove,  and  comfortable 
fire. 

I  tarried  one  day  after  arrival  at  the  Spottswood's  Hotel:  and 
have  taken  private  quarters  with  Mr.  Gilmer  at  the  house  of  a 
bachelor  music  teacher  named  Snider,  a  German,  btit  don't  know 
whether  I  shall  continue.  The  location  is  eood,  btit  othei^wise  not 
inviting. 

There  is  no  truth  in  the  reports  in  N.C.  that  Gen'l  Lee  had  been 
made  Gen'l  in  Chief  of  the  Army,  &:  Gen'l  Johnston  restored  to  the 
command  in  Ten.  &  Ga:^  but  things  remain  as  they  were.  There  is 
a  deep  feeling  of  anxiety  about  the  state  of  the  country,  and  with 
it  more  liberality,  at  least  in  Congress,  and  a  disposition  to  listen 
to  counsels  not  heretofore  much  regarded.  1  have  not  seen  the 
President,  but  shall  have  occasion  to  do  so  tomorrow  in  regard  to 
some  N.C.  soldiers  condemned  to  be  shot  for  mutiny. 

Much  solicitude  pervades  the  country  and  the  insane  proposals 
of  the  papers  here,  to  make  soldiers  of  slaves,  and  to  offer  our  alle- 
giance to  England  and  France,  with  abolition  of  slavery  as  an  in- 
ducement to  recognition  by  them,  adds  to  the  public  depression. 
Of  this,  don't  speak  as  coming  from  me. 

I  found  in  my  papers  an  invitation  from  Mrs.  Lay^  to  dine  at 
Judge  Campbell's  on  Christmas  day:  which  I  have  acknowledged, 


^  While  the  luniors  to  which  Graham  refers  may  have  been  premature,  in   Fel^rii 
ary,  1865,  Lee  was  given  overall  command  and  Johnston  was  reassigned  to  command 
of  the  Army  of  Tennessee.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Diet  iofiary,  441,  411 . 

^  Mrs.  Henrietta  (George  W.)  Lay  was  a  daughter  of  Judge  John  A.  Campbell. 
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and  asked  her  directions  as  to  sending  the  turs  by  express,  but  have 
not  had  her  answer. 

There  has  been  no  conference  with  Grant  as  yet.  The  Blairs,^ 
it  was  said,  were  coming  from  Washington,  but  have  gone  back. 

Robt.  writes  me  he  will  try  to  visit  you  about  the  16th.  inst. 
Capt.  Sloan  is  here  from  James'  camp  yesterday,  and  will  go  on  to 
Greensboro'  Jas.  Bryan  did  not  get  his  furlough — 1  shall  inquire 
into  it  tomonow. 

My  Love  to  all.  By  mistake  I  bro't  off  an  umbrella,  I  suppose, 
Sister  Eliza's,  which  I  regret.  Let  her  take  ours  till  I  return  it. 
$3,000  are  asked  for  furs,  and  I  have  not  bo't  for  your  brother. 

Ever  Affectionately  Yoins 

[P.S.]  Disclosures  are  being  made,  showing  a  bad  state  of  Finances, 
and  will  lead  to  the  resignation  or  dismissal  of  the  Sec.  War.^ — 
don't  mention  it.  We  have  just  heard  of  the  burning  of  the  Gov't 
Stores  at  Charlotte. ^^ 

Albert  Johns o7i^^  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Raleigh,  N.C. 
Jan.  9th,  1865. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  memoriali2  from  mechanics  of  this  city, 
acting  in  concert  with  similar  memorialists  from  different  parts 
of  the  countiy,  praying  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  to 


^  The  Francis  P.  Blaii-s,  senior  and  junior,  were  anxious  to  mediate  the  outstantl- 
ing  sectional  differences  so  that  the  war  might  end.  See  also  footnote  16,  p.  215. 

^\'irginian  James  A.  Sedtlon  had  been  appointed  secretary  of  war  in  November, 
1862,  and  had  performed  creditably;  however,  by  early  1865  the  plight  of  the  Con- 
federacy was  rapidly  becoming  desperate.  The  beleaguered  public  wanted  new  men 
and  new  measures.  In  mid-Januar-y  the  Virginia  delegation  in  the  Confederate 
Congress  expressed  its  lack  of  confidence  in  Davis's  cabinet.  Although  the  Virginia 
disgruntlement  was  directed  primarily  at  Secretary  of  State  Judah  P.  Benjamin. 
Seddon  resigned  on  January  18.  There  followed  an  interlude  in  which  Davis  chided 
Congress  antl  declined  to  accept  Setldon's  resignation  and  praised  him  publicly. 
Finally,  on  February  16,  1865,  Seddon's  resignation  was  accepted,  allegedly  on  the 
grounds  of  poor  health.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XVI,  546;  Yearns,  Con- 
federate Congress,  2'^0-2S2',  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  730. 

'^  I  he  Charlotte  fire  to  which  Craham  refers  purportedly  destroyed  70,000  bushels 
of  grain  and  large  supplies  of  sugar,  molasses,  clothing,  blankets,  etc.  The  cause  of 
the  fire  was  not  clearly  established.  John  B.  Jones,  A  Rebel  War  Clerk's  Diary,  con- 
densed, edited,  antl  annotated  by  Earl  Schenck  Miei^  (New  York:  Sagamore  Press, 
Inc.,  1958),  477-478,  hereinafter  cited  as  Jones,  War  Clerk's  Diary. 

^^  Albert  Johnson  was  a  Raleigh  mechanic  of  considerable  ability,  as  this  letter 
suggests. 

^2  Not  found. 
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grant  them  such  exemptions  from  military  service  as  will  promote 
their  usefulness  to  the  government  and  the  country  during  the  war. 
Under  existing  laws,  they  are  frequently  called  out,  to  the  neglect 
of  those  duties  for  the  performance  of  which  they  have  been 
exempted  or  detailed.  Employers  and  employees  are  alike  injured 
and  the  usefulness  of  the  latter  to  the  army  and  the  people  is  mate- 
rially impaired.  I  believe  that  all  good  mechanics  can  at  this  time 
render  more  service  to  the  commonwealth  by  steadily  pursuing 
their  regular  avocations  than  they  could  in  the  field.  When  this 
struggle  commenced,  if  we  had  had  the  mechanical  skill  of  our 
enemy,  I  have  no  doubt  our  success  would  have  been  greater.  In 
my  humble  opinion,  it  were  wiser,  instead  of  sending  mechanics 
to  the  field,  to  encomage  them  to  excel  and  to  increase  their  use- 
fulness by  liberal  legislation  in  their  behalf.  It  does  appear  to  me 
that  the  very  life  of  the  counti'y  is  in  a  great  measure  dependent 
upon  its  mechanics,  and  I  trust  that  when  the  claims  of  this  class 
are  properly  presented,  Congress  will  not  be  illiberal  in  its  exemp- 
tions, for  in  the  workshop  their  services  are  invaluable,  and  it  takes 
much  time  and  experience;  much  mental  and  physical  labor  to 
make  a  first  rate  mechanic.  Whenever  your  name  has  been  before 
the  people,  the  mechanics  of  our  good  old  State,  have  ever  given  it 
their  cordial  support.  And  now  they  appeal  to  you  to  exert  your 
high  influence  to  secure  the  passage  of  such  laws  as  will  protect 
them  from  conscription,  and  enable  them  to  pursue  their  regular 
avocations  unmoltsted.  As  the  law  now  stands,  a  mechanic  cannot 
leave  one  employer  and  go  to  another  without  permission,  even 
when  it  is  to  his  interest  to  do  so.  When  he  asks  an  increase  of 
wages  or  solicits  a  transfer,  he  is  often  told,  that  if  dissatisfied  he 
must  either  behave  himself,  or  go  to  camp!  Many  of  the  Govern- 
ment contractors  and  corporations  are  making  immense  fortunes, 
while  poor  mechanics  in  their  employ  are  not  allowed  to  change 
their  situations  for  better  wages,  or  any  other  cause,  but  are  held 
in  the  vise  of  an  iron  despotism.  The  einployer  is  the  despot  who 
coins  his  profits  too  often  from  the  sweat  of  labor  and  suffering.  Is 
the  Government  a  gainer  by  this  system?  I  am  sorry  to  say.  Sir, 
that  cases  of  this  kind  have  come  under  my  own  observation,  not 
only  in  this  City,  but  elsewhere,  and  I  have  seen  enough  to  con- 
vince me  that  the  mechanics — the  men  of  labor,  are  the  greatest 
sufferers  in  this  war.  If  you  will  but  compare  the  wages  paid 
mechanics  with  the  price  of  the  prime  necessaries  of  life,  you  well 
might  wonder  how  they  can  live  at  all  and  feed  their  wives  and 
little  ones.  Say,  that  they  get  $10.  per  day.  Will  this  sum  buy  a 
bushel  of  meal?  Before  the  war  they  received  at  least  $2  per  day 
with  which  they  could  buy  four  bushels.  They  had  as  well  be  in 
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the  Army  as  far  as  wages  are  concerned,  for  then  their  famiHes 
would  be  cared  for.  The  hardships  to  which  mechanics  are  sub- 
jected are  greatly  owing  to  the  present  system  of  exemption  and 
detail  which  does  not  allow  them  to  change  their  situations  when 
offered  higher  wages.  I  do  not  see  why  the  mechanic  should  not 
be  permitted  to  sell  his  talent  for  the  highest  market  price,  as  well 
as  the  farmer  who  sells  his  produce  for  as  much  as  he  can  get.  A 
large  number  of  mechanics  have  left  the  country — and  especially 
the  City  of  Richmond — since  the  war  commenced,  for  this  veiy 
reason,  and  they  are  still  leaving.  These,  or  the  most  of  them,  are 
not  actuated  by  a  want  of  patriotism,  but  rather  by  a  want  of  the 
actual  necessaries  of  life.  I  visited  Richmond  a  short  time  since 
and  conversed  with  several  old  and  respectable  mechanics,  whom 
I  had  known  for  years.  They  told  me  that  before  the  war  they  had 
saved  a  little  from  their  hard  earnings,  but  it  was  now  all  gone, 
and  they  could  barely  get  bread  to  eat. 

Now,  my  dear  Sir,  hunger  knows  no  law.  It  has  broken  down 
stone  walls,  swam  rivers,  scaled  mountains,  devoured  its  own  off- 
spring and  drunk  its  own  blood.  I  ain  glad  to  say  we  have  not  yet 
arrived  at  that  extremity.  But  God  only  knows  what  may  be  the 
last  resort,  should  this  cruel  war  last  much  longer,  and  no  laws  be 
made  to  protect  the  mechanical  and  laboring  skill  of  the  Cotuitry. 
And  now,  my  dear  Sir,  I  leave  this  matter  entirely  in  your  hands; 
and  having  had  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaintance  for  a  number 
of  years,  though  but  an  humble  mechanic,  while  you  have  filled 
so  worthily,  high  and  honorable  positions,  I  enclose  to  you,  as  the 
choice  of  those  I  represent,  the  accompanying  memorial,  knowing 
that  you  will  give  it  just  and  fair  consideration,  and  trusting 
through  your  influence  to  obtain  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

You  will  confer  a  meat  favor  on  me  and  the  mechanics  of  this 

o 

city  to  call  the  attention  of  our  Whole  Delication  [delegation]  to 
this  letter  and  memorial. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham        A&H 

Richmond, 

Jan'y  14th,  1865. 

My  Dear  Wife, 

This  being  Saturday,  I  had  somewhat  expected  that  Rob't  might 
be  here  on  his  way  home,  as  I  trust  a  furlough  may  [be]  allowed 
him. 
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I  dined  this  week  with  Judge  Gholson,!^  the  Rep's  from  Peters- 
burg district,  who  is  keeping  house  k  has  a  pleasant  family;  have 
been  no  where  else,  except  in  the  performance  of  public  duties. 

It  has  been  a  week  of  considerable  excitement.  A  deficit  in  the 
Treasury  of  near  four  Hundred  millions,  has  been  brought  to 
light,  of  which  the  Head  of  departments^  and  Sec.  of  War^^  seem 
to  have  been  ignorant — that  is,  demands  against  the  Gov't  to  this 
amount,  are  now  discovered,  over  and  above  what  was  known 
before — and  new  provisions  are  necessary  in  order  to  meet  it. 
Treasury  notes  therefore,  fell  very  greatly,  and  gold  has  gone  up 
to  70.  for  1. 

Blair,i6  the  old  man,  has  been  here  two  or  three  days,  on  some 
sort  of  eiTand,  not  official,  to  the  Gov't;  he  and  his  family  seem  to 


^^  Thomas  Saunders  Gholson  (1808-1868).  of  Virginia,  attentled  a  secondary  school 
in  Oxford,  North  Carolina,  and  gratluatetl  from  the  University  of  Virginia  in  1827. 
He  studied  law  and  enjoyed  highly  successful  practices  in  Brimsvvick  Coimty,  Peters- 
burg, and  Richmond,  gaining  a  wide  itputation  as  a  speaker  of  unusual  eloquence. 
He  served  as  judge  of  the  fifth  judicial  circuit  of  Virginia  from  1859  to  1863  and  as 
a  Confederate  congressman,  1863-1865.  As  a  member  of  Congress  Gholson  advocatetl 
a  vigorous  military  policy,  an  inclusive  conscription  of  eligible  whites,  and  opposed 
the  use  of  Negro  troops.  After  the  war  he  established  a  cotton  and  tobacco  com- 
mission house  in  Liverpool,  England.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  VII,  233- 
234. 

^^  George  A.  Irenholm  (1806-1876)  was  secretary  of  the  treasury  from  July,  1864, 
until  the  collapse  of  the  Confederate  government.  A  South  Carolina  cotton  merchant, 
Trenholm  was  ineffectual  in  dealing  with  the  chaos  of  Confederate  finance.  While 
his  ideas  were  largely  ignored  by  the  Congress,  which  could  do  no  better.  Secretary 
Trenholm  was  generally  regarded  as  an  accessible,  "high-toned"  gentleman  and  as 
such  was  not  subjected  to  the  abuse  heaped  upon  other  members  of  the  Davis  ad- 
ministration. Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  847;  Yearns,  Confederate  Congress,  230. 

1^  James  A.  Setidon. 

*^  Francis  P.  Blair,  Sr.  (1791-1876),  a  native  of  Virginia,  was  reared  in  Kentucky 
and  lived  much  of  his  life  at  Silver  Springs,  Mainland,  near  Washington,  D.C.  He 
graduated  from  1  ransylvania  College  in  1811,  served  briefly  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  became  an  influential  political  journalist.  Blair  entered  politics  as  an  advocate 
of  financial  and  judicial  relief  measures  in  a  Kentucky  rent  by  economic  conflicts. 
For  a  time  he  assisted  Amos  Kendall,  editor  of  the  Argus  of  Western  America  (Frank- 
fort), but  later  he  was  clerk  of  the  state  circuit  court  and  president  of  the  Common- 
wealth Bank.  Although  he  supported  Henry  Clay  in  the  1824  presidential  race, 
Blair  soon  became  an  enthusiastic  Jacksonian.  He  continued  to  write  powerful 
articles  for  the  Argus  of  Western  America  in  which  he  advocated  lower  tariffs,  cheap 
land,  legislative  control  of  judicial  decisions,  and  direct  election  of  the  president, 
while  tlenouncing  nullification  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  In  1830  Jackson 
brought  Blair  to  Washington  to  edit  the  Globe,  thus  replacing  Duff  Cireen's  Tele- 
graph as  the  administration  organ.  From  1830  to  1841  he  exerted  enormous  in- 
fluence, receiving  the  patronage  of  the  Democratic  party,  sewing  as  confidential 
adviser  to  Jackson  antl  Van  Buren,  and  setting  the  tone  for  the  Demoaatic  press 
throughout  the  country.  After  Polk  was  elected  in  1845,  Blair  retired  to  his  estate, 
which  became  a  political  mecca.  He  despaired  when,  in  the  1850s,  the  Democracy 
abandoned  its  Jacksonian  principles  and  became  the  bastion  of  slavery.  Reluctantly 
he  joined  his  sons  in  the  Republican  party  and  worked  to  elect  Lincoln.  He  lx.'came 
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have  been  on  most  intimate  terms  with  Mr.  Davis.  He  asked  an 
interview  with  the  Pres't  which  should  be  perfectly  confidential, 
and  it  was  allowed.  What  was  said  has  not  transpired:  but  at  its 
close,  Mr.  Davis  told  him  to  say  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  that  if  he  would 
appoint  a  Commission  to  confer  on  terms  of  peace,  the  Pres't 
would  appoint  one  to  meet  him,  or  if  he  chose  to  appoint  a  Min- 
ister, he  would  do  likewise.  This,  was  allowed  to  be  told  to  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  but  it  is  not  wished  to  let  it  out  generally. 

A  member  of  Congress,  who  has  seen  Blair  and  knew  him 
formerly  says,  he  represents  Lincoln  as  not  extreme  in  his  views: 
but  that  Stanton, 17  Sec.  War,  is  the  leader  of  Abolition  sentiment. 
He  (B.)  says,  he  has  a  plan  for  settlement,  but  its  success  depends 
on  secrecy;  that  he  is  sorry  our  papers  are  attacking  Davis,  etc.  I 
have  little  faith  in  Blair's  sincerity;  he  advocated  emancipation  in 
Maryland,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  is  part  of  his  plan  here.  How- 
ever, it  is  something  for  the  Pres't  not  to  have  rejected  all  inter- 
course with  Lincoln,  unless  independence  were  acknowledged,  as 
has  been  his  temper  heretofore. 

The  interview  for  conference  on  peace  which  I  expected  w'd 
take  place,  when  I  was  at  home,  has  not  been  had. 

Gov.  Foote,  as  you  will  see  in  the  papers,  was  arrested  beyond 
Fred'bg  by  a  Provost  Marshal,  for  saying  that  he  was  going  to 

an  unofficial  adviser  to  Lincoln,  and  it  was  largely  through  his  efforts  that  the 
abortive  Hampton  Roads  Conference  was  arranged.  Blair  loved  the  South  and  her 
people  and  grieved  at  their  plight.  A  vigorous  supporter  of  presidential  reconstruc- 
tion, he  considered  Radical  Republicanism  to  be  intolerable  and  returned  to  the 
Democratic  fold.  He  died  in  1876,  convinced  that  he  had  been  true  to  the  Jacksonian 
principles  of  his  youth.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography.  II,  330-332. 

^^  Edwin  McMaster  Stanton  (1814-1869),  of  Pennsylvania  and  Washington,  D.C., 
was  a  native  of  Ohio  who  studied  at  Kenyon  College  and  became  a  lawyer  of  national 
repute.  He  was  especially  able  in  the  management  of  civil  and  constitutional  cases, 
frequently  appearing  before  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  Although  he  dis- 
approved of  slavery,  he  had  supported  Breckinridge  in  1860  in  a  forlorn  hope  that 
the  Union  might  be  preserved.  In  December,  1860,  he  joined  the  lameduck  Buchanan 
cabinet  as  attorney  general.  Stanton  was  utterly  distrustful  and  critical  of  the  Lincoln 
administration;  but,  ironically,  he  replaced  Simon  Cameron  as  secretary  of  war  in 
1862.  A  man  of  recognized  ability,  his  appointment  was  generally  applauded.  He 
proved  to  be  an  honest  and  effective  administrator  characterized  by  quickness  of 
decision,  mastery  of  detail,  and  vigor  in  execution.  Although  Stanton  was  sometimes 
arrogant,  irascible,  and  even  unjust,  Lincoln  appreciated  his  patriotism  and  devotion 
to  duty  and  kept  him  in  office  despite  criticism  from  within  and  without  the  ad- 
ministration. Vi^hen  Lincoln  was  assassinated,  Andrew  Johnson  prevailed  upon 
Stanton  to  remain  in  the  cabinet.  The  secretary  of  war  masterfully  presided  over 
demobilization  but  soon  began  to  connive  with  the  Radical  Republicans  to  under- 
mine piesidential  plans  for  reconstruction.  When  Johnson  sought  to  remove  him 
from  office  in  1867,  Stanton  refused  to  accede  to  the  president's  request,  arguing 
that  the  Tenure  of  Office  Act  barred  his  removal.  He  accepted  the  inevitable  and 
resigned  when  the  impeachment  charges  against  Johnson  failed.  Appointed  to  the 
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Washington  to  make  peace. i^  The  Pres't  has  sent  a  message  to 
the  House  as  to  the  arrest,  and  I  suppose  it  will  direct  his  discharge. 
He  is  kept  in  Fred'bg  on  his  parole. 

The  Greensboro'  and  Danville  road  has  been  injured  by  flood, 
and  I  expect  to  hear  of  great  disasters  elsewhere.  The  transporta- 
tion is  interrupted  by  it  for  several  days,  and  also  mails. 

We  hear  today  of  another  attack  on  Fort  Fisher.  There  is  some 
dread  here  of  the  failure  of  supplies  to  Lee's  Army,  as  well  [as] 
Sherman's  movement,  and  on  the  whole,  a  good  deal  of  despon- 
dency. 

I  have  written  many  things  here  of  rather  secret  nature.  Speak 
of  them  only  to  proper  persons.  .  .  . 

There  is  more  of  a  tendency  to  peaceful  counsels  than  there  has 
been,  in  Congress. 

My  blessing  on  all  the  household — 
Ever  Affectionately  yours 

Jas.  Bryan  did  not  [get]  his  furlough. 

Alexander  Rives^^  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Carlton 

Jan.  18th,  1865. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  assuring  you  of  my  gratification  at  your 
vote  against  the  admission  of  another  m/5 -representative  from 

Supreme  Court  in  1869  by  Grant,  he  died  before  taking  his  seat.  The  enigmatic 
Stanton  has  puzzled  historians  to  this  day.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XVII, 
517-521. 

1^  Henry  Stuart  Foote  of  Mississippi  might  be  characterized  as  the  "Vallandigham 
of  the  South."  Always  a  staunch  Unionist  and  an  opponent  of  secession,  Foote 
nevertheless  served  in  the  lower  house  of  the  Confederate  Congress.  From  this 
vantage  point  he  consistently  criticized  the  Davis  administration.  An  ardent  advocate 
of  peace,  Foote  finally  became  so  disgruntled  with  the  Davis  government  that  he 
left  Richmond  in  disgust  and  resigned  his  congressional  post.  After  a  brief  in- 
carceration by  Confederate  authorities,  Foote  entered  Federal  territory.  Subse- 
quently, he  submitted  peace  proposals  to  Lincoln  and  Seward  which  were  cooly 
received,  whereupon  he  departed  for  Europe.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography , 
VI,  501. 

^9  Alexander  Rives  (1806-1885),  son  of  one  of  the  most  wealthy  and  eminent 
merchants  of  Virginia,  attended  Hampden-Sydney  College  and  the  University  of 
Virginia,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1829.  He  became  a  distinguished  lawyer 
and  jurist.  Opposition  to  the  Van  Buren  subtreasury  scheme  caused  him  to  become 
a  Whig.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  state  convention  of  1850-1851;  member  of  the 
House  of  Delegates,  1852-1853;  state  senator,  1859-1867;  judge  of  the  state  supreme 
court  of  appeals,  1866-1869;  and  United  States  district  court  judge,  1869-1885.  Rives 
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Missouri.  This  offence  againt  the  principle  of  representation  has 
gone  too  far;  I  trust  nothing  more  will  be  required  to  arouse  the 
public  mind  to  this  intolerable  evil,  than  the  decisive  stand  taken 
by  the  noble  but  small  minority  of  which  you  are  one. 

Public  dangers  are  thickening  around  us.  I  have  been  greatly 
grieved  and  disappointed  at  the  course  of  otu'  Va.  Assembly.  It  is 
said,  however,  that  they  are  engaged  in  secret  session  canvassing 
the  ability  and  prospects  of  the  confederacy;  and  that  they  will  take 
action  for  a  peaceful  settlement,  if  they  should  find  cause  to 
despair  of  a  successful  prosecution  of  the  war.  But  I  have  lost 
confidence  in  their  nerve,  and  capacity  to  read  aright  the  signs 
of  the  times. 

Allow  me  to  say,  I  look  with  more  hope  to  your  Legislature, 
which  convenes  again  on  the  20th.  There  seems  to  be  no  terrorism 
there,  to  overawe  deliberation,  and  induce  representatives  to 
falsify  their  opinion  by  their  votes. 

Is  it  not  now  time  to  ordain  State  Conventions,  and  thus  enable 
the  people  in  each  State  to  dispose  of  themselves  in  their  own  way? 

Should  you  give  the  weight  of  your  great  influence  to  such  a 
movement  by  your  legislature,  I  should  not  doubt  of  its  success. 
The  example  would  be  contagions.  It  would  have  effect  upon  this 
State:  and  be  the  means  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  people  here, 
a  proper  control  over  their  own  destinies.  Who  can  doubt  its 
right  or  propriety  under  the  doctrine  of  Secession?  Virginia 
expressly  reserved  in  her  ordinance  the  right  to  secede. 

It  is  useless,  however,  to  talk  of  Conventions  or  peace  move- 
ments until  we  are  willing  to  give  up  the  chimera  of  Independence. 
On  that  basis,  nothing  can  be  sought  or  resolved  but  war,  war,  war. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  people  of  this  part  of  the  state  would  yield 
up  their  unwise  desire  for  independnece,  if  they  could  be  restored 
to  their  rights  under  the  Union.  You  have  seen  enough  of  the  folly 
and  wickedness  of  the  Jeff:  Davis  Dynasty,  to  decide  whether  the 
people  have  any  real  interest  in  its  perpetuation. 

I  trust  you  will  pardon  this  obtrusion  upon  you  of  opinions, 
from  which  you  may  dissent.  I  have  long  cherished  the  highest 
respect  for  your  character,  opinions  and  course.  In  this  dark  hotir 
of  our  fortunes,  I  look  to  yotir  intelligence,  manliness  and  influence 
for  extrication  from  evils,  which  you  foresaw,  and  would  fain 
have  averted. 


was  a  bitter  foe  of  secession,  and  it  may  have  been  his  strong  Union  sentiment  which 
motivated  him  to  become  a  Repubhcan  after  the  war.  National  Cyclopaedia  of 
of  American  Biography,  XIX,  11 1-1 12. 
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Susan  Washington  Graham 
(Susannah  Sarah  Washington  Graham) 


Permit  for  Slave  to  Join  Capt.  James  A.  Graham  a&h 

Hillsboro,  Jan.  23th/65 

The  bearer  Aleck  is  sent  to  Capt.  James  A.  Graham  Co.  G.  27th 
regt.  N.C.  Troops     Cookes  Brigade     near  Petersburg  Va. 

Susan  W.  Graham 

Rufus  Barringer'^^  to  William,  A.  Graham  UNC 

Benfield, 

January  25th.,  1865. 

I  see  that  Congress  is  much  divided  as  to  the  best  mode  of  officer- 
ing the  Army. 21  As  you  were  kind  enough  to  ask  my  views  on  the 
subject,  I  venture  to  give  you  the  following  hasty  suggestions: 


20  Rufus  Barringer  (1821-1895),  of  Cabarrus  County,  was  now  a  brigadier  general. 
2iThis  letter  reveals  all   too  dearly  the  troubles  that   beset  a  demoralized  Con- 
federate army.  Victorious  armies  are  not  subject  to  the  criticism  offered  by  Barringer. 


220  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

The  plan  of  electing,  whether  by  men  or  officers,  is  found,  in  the 
main,  to  have  worked  badly  in  our  Army.  At  the  reorganization  in 
1862,  large  numbers  of  totally  incompetent  parties  were  elected. 
Congress  saw  this,  Sc  attempted  by  the  Act  of  Oct'r  13,  '62,  to 
remedy  the  evil  by  the  interposition  of  Ex.  Boards.  These  Boards 
have  done  little  or  no  good,  probably  some  harm.  They  cause  in- 
tolerable delays,  engender  strife  &:  destroy  that  responsibility  that 
should  rest  on  every  commanding  officer.  Seeing  the  evil  had  not 
been  remedied.  Congress  again  interposed,  8c:  passed  the  harsh  Act 
of  Feb'y  17th.,  1864.  Under  these  measures  immense  numbers  of 
incompetent  officers  have  been  either  dropped,  or  forced  to  resign. 
Still  the  evil  continues,  for  the  simple  reason  that  jtist  so  soon  as 
one  set  of  incompetents  is  gotten  out,  another  equally  as  bad  is 
put  in  by  the  men.  The  Act  promoting  for  valor  &  skill  has  effected 
little  or  no  good,  because  it  has  been  virtually  annulled  by  the 
order  of  the  Secy  of  War,  requiring  a  detailed  report  in  each  case. 
This  is  an  effective  bar  to  all  privates,  who  rarely  act  singly,  &:  it  is 
both  unpleasant  and  difficult  to  discriminate  where  all  act  well. 

To  see  that  the  Army  is  badly  officered  we  have  but  to  look  at 
its  condition.  We  have  always  had  from  Ys  to  1/4  its  numbers  ab- 
sent without  leave.  Our  troops  straggle,  steal,  rob  &  pillage  beyond 
anything  the  world  ever  saw.  The  men  fight  when  got  into  action, 
but  there  is  no  real  steadiness,  no  mutual  confidence,  in  the  hour 
of  danger.  Thousands  are  known  to  skulk  or  ttn  n  to  plundering 
(friend  &  foe.)  The  slightest  mishap  is  permitted  to  turn  the  tide  of 
battle.  Our  victories  are  rarely  decisive,  our  defeats  are  often  routs. 
Guards  andtsentinels  sleep  on  their  posts.  Pickets  leave  their  lines, 
whole  commands  are  frequently  surprized.  All  this,  too,  with  the 
finest  material  on  eartli,  &  after  4  years  of  pretended  Drill  &  Dis- 
cipline! Several  courses  tend  to  produce  this  state  of  things.  But 
in  my  humble  opinion  it  restilts,  in  the  main,  from  having  so  many 
incompetent  Company  officers.  Wherever  you  see  good  Company 
officers,  you  are  likely  to  see  full  ranks,  discipline,  energy  8j  effi- 
ciency. It  is  precisely  the  reverse  when  you  see  bad  ones.  On  them 
depends  almost  entirely  the  work  of  discipline  &  efficiency.  They 
&  they  alone  are  in  close,  constant,  K:  direct  contact  with  the  men. 
It  is  easy  for  them  to  make  of  the  men  just  what  they  please.  But 
without  their  cordial  co-operation,  superior  officers  can  scarcely 
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effect  anything  in  the  way  of  discipline.  A  Company  officer  who  is 
careless  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  or  who  lacks  courage, 
promptitude,  energy  or  decision  of  character,  is  a  standing  invi- 
tation to  his  men  to  commit  every  militai^  offence — even  to  deser- 
tion. It  is  so  easy  for  Company  officers  to  screen  their  men,  if  they 
choose   to   do   so. 

Now,  whatever  may  be  the  theories  to  the  contrary,  I  know  from 
long  experience  Sc  close  observation,  that  the  men  will  not  elect 
their  officers  from  their  best  material.  It  is  idle  to  think  of  soldiers 
at  this  stage  of  the  war,  voting  themselves  into  fights,  when  it  is 
just  as  easy  to  vote  themselves  out  of  them.  I  am  aware  that  the 
privilege  of  "selection"  is  liable  to  great  abuse.  In  the  earlier  years 
of  the  war  this  was  more  likely  to  be  so  than  at  present.  By  this 
time  the  Company  and  Regimental  commanders  know  full  well 
the  character  of  nearly  every  man  in  their  commands,  especially 
those  noted  for  valor,  fidelity,  skill  in  action,  and  capacity  to  com- 
mand. It  is  their  interest,  as  well  as  their  duty,  to  make  good  selec- 
tions, and  1  believe  they  will,  (in  the  main)  do  it.  I  am,  therefore, 
strongly  in  favor  of  giving  the  power  of  appointinent,  certainly  as 
to  all  future  vacancies,  to  the  Gen'l  Comm'g  the  army,  on  the 
recommendation  of  Company  Sc  all  intermediate  commanders. 
The  true  militaiy  rule  is  to  give  a  commander,  (as  far  as  possible) 
the  choice  of  his  subalterns,  &  then  hold  him  to  a  strict  responsi- 
bility. We  have  adopted  almost  the  very  reverse  of  this  rule. 

If  Congress  should  not  think  proper  to  adopt  the  inode  of  "se- 
lection;" Sc  the  elective  feature  must  be  retained,  let  it  be  subject 
to  the  approval  of  at  least  the  Co.  8^:  Reg't  Commanders.  If  Boards 
are  still  thotight  necessary,  let  them  report,  not  as  now  to  the 
Sec't'y  of  War  &  President  Davis, — where  we  never  hear  of  them 
again, — but  to  the  Com'd'g  Gen'l. 

As  to  "Consolidation"  I  think  it  necessary  in  many  instances. 
Our  Ariny  should  have  more  compactness.  This  is  quite  essential 
to  efficiency.  I  would  urge  the  policy  of  gathering  up  from  every 
source  every  able  bodied  man  between  18  &:  45,  &:  putting  them 
into  the  field,  and  discharging  from  the  field  all  over  45,  K:  all  too 
much  disabled  for  active  duty.  Two  thirds  of  these  two  classes  are 
an  inctimbrance  to  the  army,  whether  in  the  field  or  in  the  Depts. 
They  will  do  more  good  at  home.  I  would  afjolish  (as  far  as  prac- 
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ticable)  the  whole  power  of  electing;  and  reduce  the  list  of  exemp- 
tions to  the  smallest  possible  number.  But  alone,  all  I  hope  &:  pray 
that  Congress  may  be  able  to  infuse  into  the  Gen'ls.  (both  Civil  ^ 
Military)  some  real  energy,  some  true  faithfulness,  &  some  com- 
mon honesty  in  the  execution  of  all  public  trusts. 

My  Brigade  continues  full,  cheerful  &:  hopeful,  though  we  have 
been  sorely  tried,  since  the  freshets,  for  Forage  for  our  animals. 

With  my  regards  to  Mr.  Dortch,  Mr.  Gilmer,  &  other  friends,  I 
remain, 

Very  truly  yours,  etc.. 


John  M.  Morehead^^  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Greensboro', 

Jan.    27th,    1865. 

My  nephew,  James  M.  Hobson,23  a  most  gallant  fellow,  has  been 
prisoner  a  long  time  at  Fort  Delaware,  Morris'  Island,  and  now  at 
Fort  Pulaski. 

My  Sister,  his  Mother,  writes  me  that  she  had  seen  a  Mr.  Fitz- 
hugh  just  from  Fort  Pulaski  on  6th.  Dec.  who  was  his  companion, 
^  that  he  said:  "By  writing  or  seeing  Major  Hatch24  our  agent  of 


22  John  Motley  Morehead  (1796-1866),  scion  of  a  substantial  Virginia  family  which 
moved  to  North  Carolina,  attended  the  "log  college"  of  David  Caldwell  and  grad- 
uated from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  1817.  He  read  law  with  Archibald 
De  Bow  Murphey.  Down  to  1835  Morehead  was  a  Jacksonian  Democrat;  but,  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1835,  he  associated  himself  with  the 
western  group  favoring  constitutional  revision,  internal  improvements,  and  public 
education.  As  North  Carolina's  second  Whig  governor  (1841-1845)  he  actively  sought 
the  goals  suggested  above  while  fostering  significant  humanitarian  reforms  such  as  a 
state  school  for  the  afflicted.  Morehead  opposed  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  and  was 
a  delegate  to  the  abortive  Washington  Peace  Conference  in  February,  1861.  He  was 
briefly  a  delegate  to  the  Provisional  Confederate  Congress.  In  addition  to  his  po- 
litical connections,  which  were  many,  Morehead  was  very  influential  in  state  business 
circles.  He  was  involved  in  railroad  building,  textile  manufacturing,  and  commercial 
and  mercantile  enterprises.  At  one  time  president  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad 
Company,  he  advocated  development  of  a  complete  transportation  system.  Dictionary 
of  American  Biography,  X\ll,  159. 

23  James  Marcellus  Hobson  (1840-1905),  of  Davie  County,  a  graduate  of  the  uni- 
versity, was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Second  North  Carolina  Regiment.  He  was  captured 
at  Spotsylvania,  and,  as  this  letter  indicates,  had  a  bad  prison  experience.  He  sur- 
vived and  after  the  war  moved  to  Alabama  where  he  was  a  state  legislator  and  pro- 
bate judge.  Spencer  Alumni  Project. 

2^*  William  Henry  Hatch  (1833-1896),  of  Missouri,  was  a  nadve  of  Kentucky,  a 
lawyer,  politician,  and  Confederate  soldier.   During  the  Civil  War  he  rose  to  the 
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John  Motley  Morehead 

exchange  at  Richmond  to  demand  of  Major  Mulford,^^  the  Yankee 
agent,  Lt.  James  M.  Hobson  in  exchange  for  a  Yankee  Lt.  he  will 
be  exchanoed.  ' 

I  think  he  belonged  to  Capt.  James  T.  Scales^^  Company  (an- 
other nephew)  in  2nd.  Reg't  N.C.  Troops  (Infantry). 

Scales  has  been  promoted  and  is  now  Col.  or  Lt.  Col.  of  the  Reg't 
and  Hobson  1st.  Lt.  and  if  out  of  Prison  woidd  be  Capt. 

May  [I]  ask  of  you  the  favor  to  see  Major  Hatch  or  whoever  can 
effect  the  exchange  and  have  it  done.  He  ought  to  be  released.  He 


rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  and  from. 1863  was  commissioner  of  prisoner  exchanges. 
From  1879  to  1895  Hatch  represented  Missomi  in  Washington  as  a  Democratic 
congressman.  His  chief  interest  was  agriculture,  owing  pei  haps  to  some  forty  happy 
yeais  spent  on  the  farm.  As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  he  sponsored 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  Act  (1884),  the  first  oleomargarine  act  (188(5),  a  meat 
inspection  act  (1890),  and  the  Hatch  Act  (1887),  which  provided  federal  aid  in  the 
establishment  of  agricidtural  experimentation  stations.  He  was  also  a  leader  in  the 
agitation  to  raise  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  cabinet  status.  National  Cyclo- 
paedia  of  American  Iiiography,\'\U,  ^54;  Concise  Dictionary  of  American  Biography, 
411-412. 

"■^•^  John  Elmer  Mulford,  of  New  York,  was  at  this  time  Federal  exchange  agent. 
Boatner,  Ciinl  War  Dictionary,  574. 

2^  James  I  urner  Scales  (1838  1904),  of  Henry  C^ounty,  \'irginia,  gratluated  from  the 
Univei>iity  of  North  Carolina  in  1858.  He  served  with  distinction  as  an  officer  in  the 
Second  North  Carolina  Regiment,  lising  to  tlie  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel.  I  wice 
woinuled,  but  cool  and  brave  under  fire.  Scales  led  the  Second  Regiment's  last 
charge  at  Appomattox.  He  was  a  lawyer  by  profession.  Spencei  Aliunni  Project; 
Manarin,  Nortfi  Carolina  Troops,  III,  .380,  421;  Cllark,  North  Carolina  Regiments,  \\  , 
460. 
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is  as  Q;allant  a  man  as  ever  drew  a  sword.  He  and  his  two  brothers 
have  all  been  wounded  from  two  to  five  times  each.  His  father  has 
died  since  he  was  in  prison,  Augustus  Hobson,^^  whom  you  knew, 
and  he  has  stiffered  greatly  from  his  imprisonment. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  service  let  me  know  and  I  will  visit  Richmond 
if  it  will  do  any  good.  Write  me  the  prospect. 

We  have  rumors  upon  rumors,  Seddon  resigned,  Breckenridge 
in  his  place,  you  in  the  Navy,  Blair  with  all  kinds  of  propositions 
for  Peace,  etc.,  etc. 

Do  not  let  oin  people  be  deluded  with  the  prospect  of  peace 
when  there  is  none.  No  relaxation  of  preparation  for  defence 
should  take  place. 

Such  a  Country  as  large  as  ours  can  never  be  conquered  if  the 
people  will  that  it  shall  Jiot  be  conquered. 

William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain  A&H 

Richmond, 

Jan.  28th,  1865. 

The  intervention  of  F.  P.  Blair,  who  has  passed  two  or  three 
times  back  and  forth  from  Washington  to  this  City  recently,  has 
resulted  in  the  appointment  today,  by  the  President,  of  an  in- 
formal Commission,  consisting  of  Messrs.  A.  H.  Stephens,  R.  M.T. 
Hiniter  and  J.  A.  Campbell,  to  proceed  to  Washington,  and  confer 
with  a  like  band  there,  on  the  subject  of  matters  of  difference 
between  the  Northern  and  Soiuhern  States,  with  a  view  to  terms  of 
peace.28  The  action  of  the  Senate  was  not  invoked,  it  is  presumed, 
because  the  appointinent  of  formal  Ministers  might  be  considered 
inadmissible,  untill  the  question  of  recognition  shoidd  be  settled 
in  our  favor.  I  trust  that  a  termination  of  hostilities  will  be  the 
result.  From  several  conversations  with  Mr.  Hiniter  (in  concert 
with  whom  I  have  been  endeavom  ing  to  reach  this  form  of  inter- 
course since  the  commencement  of  the  Session  of  Congress)  I  am 
satisfied  the  first  effort  will  be  to  establish  an  armistice  of  as  lono 
duration  as  may  be  allowed:  and  then  to  agree  upon  terms  of  settle- 


2'^  Samuel  Augustus  Hobson  was  a  planter  in  Rowan  and  Davie  counties. 

28  the  efforts  of  Francis  P.  Blair  resulted  in  the  Hampton  Roads  Peace  Con- 
ference of  February  3,  1865.  I  he  Confederate  commission  of  Stephens.  Hunter,  and 
Campbell  met  with  Lincoln  and  Seward  in  an  abortive  attempt  to  restore  peace. 
The  conference  failed  because  the  Confederates  insisted  on  independence  while  the 
Federals  rejected  any  plan  which  did  not  include  reunion  and  emanicipation.  Boat- 
ner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  "Ml;  Concise  Dictionary  of  American  History,  4\9. 
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ment.  Upon  the  latter  I  anticipate  great  conflict  of  views.  The 
Northern  mind  is  wedded  to  the  idea  of  restoration,  and  notwith- 
standing extravagance  of  the  violent  republicans,  I  am  convinced 
would  for  that  guarantee  slavery  as  it  now  exists,  and  probably 
make  otlier  concessions,  including  of  course  amnesty,  restoration 
of  confiscated  property,  except  slaves,  and  perhaps  some  compensa- 
tion for  a  part  of  these.  On  the  other  hand,  while  the  people  of 
[the]  South  are  wearied  of  the  war,  and  are  ready  to  make  the 
greatest  sacrifices  to  end  it,  there  are  einbarrassments  attending  the 
abdication  of  a  great  Government,  such  as  now  wields  the  power 
of  the  South  especially  by  the  agents  appointed  to  maintain  it, 
that  are  difficult  to  overcome.  The  Commission  is  a  discreet  one, 
and  upon  the  whole,  is  as  well  constituted  as  I  expected,  and  I 
trust  that  good  will  come  of  it.  I  have  not  seen  any  one  of  the 
gentlemen  since  hearing  today  of  their  appointment,  and  I  learn 
they  are  to  set  off  tomorrow.  I  am  ignorant  therefore,  of  the  in- 
structions they  may  carry  if  any  have  been  given.  The  Vice  P.  was 
not  on  terms  with  the  head  of  the  Gov't  untill  a  reconciliation 
yesterday.  I  think  his  views  of  the  future  not  well  defined  although 
he  has  been  severely  critical  upon  the  action  of  this  Gov't,  legisla- 
tive and  administrative,  in  the  past.  I  think  he  is  deluded  with  the 
idea  of  a  league  somewhat  like  the  old  articles  of  confederation  of 
1777,  as  shadowed  forth  in  the  Georgia  resolutions  of  a  year  ago, 
and  has  shown  a  strong  repugnance  to  reconstruction,  which  he 

considers  an  obsolete  idea,  though  he  has  a  great  horror  of  the  rav- 
ages of  the  war,  and  the  danger  to  free  institutions  from  its  dura- 
tion. The  other  two  gentlemen  have  fewer  crochets  [sic]  of  the 
brain,  and  1  believe  will  be  less  difficult  to  satisfy  by  reasonable 
and  substantial  terms. 

Although  the  North  would  seem  to  [be]  bent  on  war  unless  and 
untill  the  Union  be  restored,  they  yet  regard  us  a  formidable  foe, 
and  I  suspect  the  ruling  authorities  estimate  our  power  as  highly 
as  it  deserves.  The  Sec.  State  here,  I  iniderstand,  says,  that  tliey 
have  been  frightened  into  negotiations,  by  the  articles  in  the  Rich- 
mond Enquirer,  threatening  a  Colonial  connexion  with  England 
and  France,  while  others,  1  hear  from  Mr.  Rives,  assert  that  the 
North  are  much  troubled  by  the  proposition  to  make  soldiers  of 
slaves.  1  have  no  faith  in  either  of  these  fancies,  but  have  no  doid3t 
they  regard  us  as  far  from  being  subdued:  and  are  willing  to  treat 
rather  [than]  incur  the  preparations  for  what  they  conceive  neces- 
sary for  final  success.  An  intelligent  prisoner,  Mr.  Roulhac^^  of  Fla. 


-"  Probably  Joseph  Blomii  Giegoire  Roiilhac  (1825  1863). 
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recently  returned,  informs  that  by  the  influence  of  his  mercantile 
acquaintance  he  was  paroled  and  allowed  to  spend  six  weeks  in  the 
City  N.Y.  and  to  travel  to  Washington,  etc.  According  to  his  ob- 
servation there  is  an  abatement  in  the  feeling  of  hostility  to  the 
South,  and  a  disposition  to  peace,  but  upon  the  basis  of  recon- 
struction. Mr.  Singleton,3o  of  Illinois,  (who  has  been  here  at  times 
for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  a  supposed  quasi  diplomat,  but  from 
the  company  he  keeps  is  more  of  a  speculator)  I  am  told,  gives  the 
same  account. 

The  Va.  delegation  in  Congress  having  in  view  the  Sec.  State,^i 
declared  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Cabinet,  but  struck  no  game 
except  their  own  Sec.  of  War.  He  has  resigned,  and  Breckinridge, 
it  is  announced,  is  to  succeed  him — in  every  way  his  inferior  as  to 
habits  and  capacity  for  business,  and  a  representative  of  a  State 
which  has  not  ten  thousand  men  in  our  Army — and  reports  are 
given  from  Official  sources  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher .^2  Private  ac- 
counts represent  it  as  a  disgraceful  affair.  The  favorites  of  the 
President  seem  destined  for  our  ruin. 

Mr.  Trenholm^s  insists  on  adding  one  Hundred  percent  to  the 
taxes  of  last  year,  including  tythes.  He  may  be  a  good  merchant, 
and  has  talent,  but  he  is  not  versed  in  the  finances  of  a  nation. 
Gen'l  Lee  has  addressed  a  letter  to  a  member  of  the  Va.  Senate^^ 


3^  James  Washington  Singleton  (1811-1892),  of  Illinois,  a  native  of  Virginia,  was  a 
physician,  lawyer,  planter,  railroad  promoter,  and  politician  at  various  times  in  a 
long  career.  He  was  a  state  legislator,  1850-1854  and  1860-1862;  delegate  to  the  state 
constitutional  conventions  of  1847  and  1862;  and  a  Democratic  congressman,  1879- 
1883.  A  product  of  southern  antecedents.  Singleton  labored  persistently  for  peace 
during  the  Civil  War.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  peace  movement  in  the 
North  while  pursuing  the  political  aims  of  the  "Sons  of  Liberty."  Late  in  the  war 
he  went  frequently  to  Richmond  where,  with  Lincoln's  blessing,  he  conducted  in- 
formal negotiations.  Nothing  substantial  developed  from  his  efforts.  Dictionary  of 
American  Biography,  XV H,  191. 

^^  Judah  P.  Benjamin. 

32  Fort  Fisher  was  a  Confederate  fort  located  at  the  southern  tip  of  New  Hanover 
County.  Begun  in  April,  1861,  it  was  constructed  of  sand,  palmetto  logs,  and  railroad 
iron.  The  fort  was  named  for  Col.  Charles  F.  Fisher  (1816-1861),  who  was  killed  at 
First  Manassas  while  leading  the  Sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment.  It  controlled  the 
Cape  Fear  and  kept  Wilmington  open  until  it  fell  on  January  15,  1865.  Powell. 
North  Carolina  Gazetteer,  179;  Van  Noppen  Papers. 

33  George  A.  Trenholm  (1806-1876),  of  South  Carolina,  was  a  Charleston  merchant 
who  carrfed  on  a  large  business  through  the  blockade  prior  to  his  being  appointed 
Confederate  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  July,  1864.  He  was  captured  at  the  end  of 
the  war  and  imprisoned  until  October,  1865.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  847. 

3"*  The  Confederacy  was  always  troubled  by  a  shortage  of  manpower.  Even  though 
slavery  released  large  numbers  of  whites  who  might  otherwise  have  been  required 
to  remain  at  home,  by  the  winter  of  1864-1865  the  ranks  of  the  Confederate  armies 
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advocating  the  enlistment  of  slaves  as  soldiers  with  emancipation 
of  themselves  and  families  and,  ultimately,  of  the  race.  With  such 
wild  schemes  and  confessions  of  dispair  [sic]  as  this,  it  [is]  high 
time  to  attempt  peace,  and  I  trust  the  Commission  above  named, 
will  pave  the  way  to  it. 

[P.S.]  Not  a  word  from  the  Pres't  about  the  liability  of  your  stu- 
dents to  Military  service,  tho'  I  breakfasted  with  him  yes- 
terday. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Zebiilon  B.  Vance  A&H:  VANCE 

Richmond, 

January  28th.,  1865. 

I  hasten  to  advise  you  that  an  informal  Commission  consisting 
of 

A.  H.  Stephens 
R.  M.  T.  Hunter 
J.  A.  Campbell 
has  been  appointed  by  the  President,  to  proceed  to  Washington, 
and  confer  on  the  differences  between  the  Northern  and  Southern 
States.  This  is  so  important  a  movement,  and,  as  it  has  obtained 
publicity  here,  I  have  felt  at  liberty  to  communicate  it  to  you. 

It  has  no  doubt  been  occasioned  by  the  visits  of  Blair,  who  is 
again  here,  said  to  have  been  detained  by  the  ice  in  the  river  today. 
What  will  be  [the]  result  no  one  can  foresee,  but  to  all  it  is  a 
fountain  of  good  hopes. 


had  been  drastically  depleted  by  battle,  disease,  and  desertion.  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee. 
long  an  advocate  of  emancipation,  endoi'sed  arming  the  slaves  with  freedom  as  their 
reward  for  military  service.  This  realistic  view  was  expressed  in  early  Janiiai"y,  1865, 
to  Andrew  Hunter,  a  \'irginia  state  senator.  Lee,  cutting  to  the  essence  of  the 
question,  wrote:  "I  think,  therefore,  we  must  decide  whether  slavery  shall  be  ex- 
tinguished by  our  enemies  and  the  slaves  used  against  us,  or  use  them  ourselves  at 
the  risk  of  the  effects  which  may  be  produced  on  our  social  system."  Benjamin 
Quarles,  The  Negro  in  the  Civil  War  (Boston:  Little,  Brown  and  Company,  195.S), 
279,  hereinafter  cited  as  Quarles,  Negro  in  the  Civil  War. 

The  fact  that  the  influential  Lee  advocated  arming  the  slaves  did  not  defuse  it  as 
a  political  issue,  as  subsequent  discussions  in  these  papers  will  demonstrate.  William 
A.  Graham  joined  with  other  conservative  congressmen  in  opposing  these  proposals 
vigorously. 
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Alexander  H.  Stephens  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Richmond,  Va., 
Jan. 28th,  1865. 

Will  you  please  take  the  Chair  on  the  Meeting  of  the  Senate  on 
it's  [sic]  next  days  Session  and  preside  over  the  body  during  my 
absence  and  that  of  Mr.  Hunter,  President  pro  temporary  under 
the  existing  rules  of  the  Senate  or  such  other  Rule  as  may  be 
adopted, 

William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain     A&H:  SWAIN 

Richmond, 
Feb.  5th,  1865. 

The  Commission  to  confer  with  the  Northern  Gov't  returned 
yesterday  evening.  1  have  not  seen  any  of  the  gentlemen,  but  learn, 
on  good  authority,  that  nothing  was  effected  of  a  beneficial  nature, 
except  that  a  general  exchange  or  parole  of  prisoners  may  be 
looked  for. 

They  were  met  on  ship  board  by  Lincoln  and  Seward,  in  person, 
in  sight  of  Fortress  Monroe,  who  said  they  could  entertain  no 
proposition  looking  to  the  independence  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  could  only  offer  that  these  States  should  return  to  Union  un- 
der the  Constitution,  in  the  existing  condition  of  affairs,  with 
slavery  as  it  is,  but  liable  to  be  abolished  by  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution. 

They  brought  also  the  information  that  their  Congress  on 
Wednesday  last,  had  passed  a  Bill  by  a  vote  of  1 18  to  54,  to  amend 
the  Constitution,  so  as  to  abolish  it  in  the  States,  which  is  to  be 
submitted  to  the  State  Legislatures  for  approval  of  three  fourths. 

These  officers  are  said  to  have  exhibited  great  cotirtesy,  and 
kindness,  in  the  interview.  Lincoln  recurring  to  what  he  had  been 
willing  to  do,  in  the  outset,  and  from  time  to  time  since,  but  that 
public  opinion  now  demands  his  present  ultimatum. 

The  Com'rs  saw  large  numbers  of  black  troops  on  their  journey. 

I  have  seen  but  few  persons  today,  but  the  impression  will  be, 
that  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  prosecute  the  War. 

The  administration  is  weak  in  the  estimation  of  Congress,  and 
a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  could  be  carried  tlirough  the  Senate, 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  229 

if  approved  by  those  it  has  been  accustomed  to  consider  opposi- 
tion. 

I  am  not  sure  that  this  vote  will  not  be  carried  as  to  the  Sec. 
State.35 

Senator  HilP^  left  yesterday  for  Ga.  to  attend  the  Session  of  the 
Legislature  and  endeavour  to  revive  public  confidence,  etc. 

The  Com'tee  of  our  Legislature  left  the  evening  before  the  re- 
turn of  the  Com'rs,  disposed,  I  believe,  to  await  further  progress 
of  events.  The  situation  is  critical,  and  requires  a  guidance  beyond 
human  ken. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham        UNC 

Richmond, 
Feb.  5th.  1865. 

My  Dear  Wife 

The  Commission  to  confer  with  the  Northern  Gov't  returned 
yesterday  evening.  I  have  not  yet  seen  any  of  the  gentlemen,  but 
learn,  that  nothing  beneficial  has  been  accomplished  by  it,  except, 
that  a  general  exchange  of  prisoners  is  probable,  or,  if  not  that,  a 
general  parole. 

7  hey  were  not  allowed  to  proceed  to  Washington,  but  were  met 
by  Lincoln  and  Seward  on  board  ship  in  sight  of  Fortress  Monroe. 
Both  of  these  functionaries  evinced  gieat  courtesy  and  personal 
kindness,  but  proposed  only  a  return  of  the  Southern  States  to  the 
Union  under  the  old  Constitution  with  slavery  as  it  is,  but  subject 
to  be  abolished  by  an  amendment,  which  may  be  made  in  future. 

They  brought  the  information  that  an  act  had  passed  their 
Congress  last  Wednesday,  by  the  requisite  majority  of  two-thirds, 
to  abolish  slavery,  which  yet  requires  the  approbation  of  three 
fourths  of  the  State  Legislatures  to  give  it  effect.  They,  L.  &  S.  said, 
they  could  not  offer,  or  entertain  any  terms  looking  to  indepen- 
dence: and  thought  their  military  force,  and  its  present  situation, 
would  enable  them  to  enforce  their  terms. 


35  Secretary  of  State  Jiulah  P.  Benjamin  was  the  most  unpopular  man  in  the  Davis 
cabinet,  even  though  he  was  undoubtedly  the  ablest.  Rembert  VV.  Vc\i\\i:k,  Jejfersoyi 
Davis  and  his  Cabinet  (Baton  Rouge:  Louisiana  State  University  Press,  1944),  chap- 
ter V  passim,  hereinafter  cited  as  Patrick,  Davis  and  his  Cabinet. 

^^  Senator  Benjamin  H.  Hill. 
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There  seems,  therefore,  to  be  no  ahernative  looked  to  here,  but 
a  continuance  of  the  war.  How  it  will  terminate  God  only  knows. 
I  expect  this  afternoon  to  see  Mr.  Stephens,  and  learn  more  partic- 
ulars of  the  interview.  It  was  held  on  ship  board,  as  above  stated, 
and  lasted  5 1/2  hours. 

The  Commissioners,  I  am  told,  saw  large  numbers  of  negro 
troops,  by  their  way  on  James  River. 

I  went  out  yesterday  to  look  for  a  pair  of  shoes  for  Julia,  as  you 
requested,  but  found  the  prices  from  $150.  to  $200.  I  will  probably 
purchase  a  pair  tomorrow. 

No  news  here  of  military  events,  but  Sherman  seems  to  be  mov- 
ing on  Eastern  Ga.  and  S.  C. 

The  weather  has  become  clear,  and  if  this  continues,  so  that  the 
roads  improve,  active  hostilities  may  be  expected. 

The  second  Naval  bill  has  not  yet  passed,  and  George  had  better 
continue  at  the  University. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham,        A&H 

Richmond, 

Feb. 10th,  1865. 

My  Dearest 

I  received  your  letter  today,  and  very  much  regret  to  hear  of 
your  sickness. 

There  was  a  large  public  meeting  yesterday ,^7  and  speeches  made 
to  try  to  inflame  the  war  spirit.  I  was  myself  applied  to,  to  take  part 
in  the  performance,  but  declined,  and  was  very  glad  I  did  so,  as 


•^^  This  reference  was  to  a  Richmond  mass  meeting  held  on  February  9,  1865,  to 
discuss  the  plight  confronting  the  Confetleracy.  After  a  patriotic  speech  by  Robert 
M.  T.  Hunter  of  Virginia,  Judah  P.  Benjamin,  the  only  cabinet  member  present, 
delivered  a  most  extraordinary  and  controversial  speech  urging  the  enlistment  of 
slaves.  Benjamin  stated  that  the  armies  were  exhausted  and  that  blacks  must  be 
recruited  with  freedom  as  the  inducement.  He  warned  that  Lee  had  advised  him 
that  Richmond  would  be  lost  without  reinforcement.  Benjamin  called  upon  the 
states,  especially  Virginia,  to  respond.  He  urged  southerners  who  had  cotton  and 
other  agricultural  products  to  give  them  to  the  government. 

Needless  to  say,  Benjamin's  appeals  created  a  furor  and  intensified  demands  that 
he  be  removed  from  the  administration.  It  was  quickly  forgotten  in  many  quarters 
that  what  Benjamin  proposed  was  one  last  desperate  effort  to  gain  independence. 
On  February  13  a  Senate  resolution  to  censure  Benjamin,  which  William  A.  Graham 
supported,  resulted  in  a  tie  vote  and  thus  failed  by  the  narrowest  of  margins.  Had  it 
passetl,  the  resolution  would  undoubtedly  have  been  ignored  by  President  Davis 
who  thought  it  epitomized  legislative  interference  with  the  executive  prerogative. 
In  fact,  Davis  and  Benjamin  were  closer  after  the  events  described  above.  Jones, 
Rebel  War  Clerk's  Diary,  496;  Patrick,  Davis  and  his  Cabinet,  199-200. 
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an  elaborate  speech  was  made  by  the  Seer.  State,  in  favor  of  em- 
ploying negroes  as  soldiers,  and  other  remarks  made,  to  which  I 
should  have  felt  bound  to  express  my  dissent.  I  did  not  go  to  the 
meeting,  but  understand  that  every  thing  tended  to  foster  the 
spirit  of  desperation — but  nobody  volunteered.  There  is  much 
real  depression  in  the  face  of  all  this.  And  a  few  weeks  will  bring 
us  to  a  severe  test.  Mr.  Stephens  has  gone  home  and  I  have  reason 
to  believe,  not  to  make  speeches,  but  to  counsel  with  the  people 
on  the  crisis.  But  say  nothing  of  this.  The  great  question  is,  can 
Sherman  be  resisted,  and  I  have  conversed  with  no  person  who  can 
shew  how  it  is  to  be  done. 

I  had  yesterday  a  letter  from  James,  saying,  he  had  been  engaged 
in  the  action  of  the  Sth.^s  Poor  Hollo way^^  of  his  Co.  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  Dickson^o  shot  through  the  arm.  Gen'l  Pegram  of 
this  place  was  killed.  Three  weeks  ago  had  been  married  in  St. 
Paul's  Church,  and  yesterday  was  followed  there  by  his  widow 
bride  and  numerous  relatives.  I  stepped  into  the  Church  with  the 
procession,  and  have  seldom  seen  a  sadder  company. 

I  am  to  dine  tomorrow  with  Judge  Perkins.^^  I  have  not  seen 
Mrs.  P.  since  I  came  to  the  City. 

I  wrote  to  Augustus  yesterday. 

I  am  [glad]  to  learn  that  John  was  at  home  as  well  as  Robt.  It 
is  doubtful  whether  they  will  return  again. 

William  A.  Graham  to  a&H:VANCE 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

Confidential.  Richmond, 

February  12th.,  1865. 

Your  telegram  was  received  today,  in  which  you  request  that  I 
shall  solicit  Mr.  Stephens  to  take  Raleigh  in  his  way  home,  and 
make  a  public  address  there,  on  the  state  of  the  country. 


3^  The  engagement  referred  to  was  fought  at  Dabney's  Mill,  Virginia,  February 
5-7,  as  Grant  and  Lee  grappled  for  position. 

3^  Benjamin  F.  Holloway,  of  Orange  County,  was  an  original  member  of  the 
Orange  Guards.  He  was  killed  at  Hatcher's  Run.  Military  Service  Records. 

'^^  In  May,  1864,  William  J.  Dickson  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  G  (Orange 
Guards),  Twenty-seventh  North  Carolina  Regiment.  After  sustaining  the  wound  de- 
scribed in  this  letter,  he  was  hospitalized  and  furloughed,  never  returning  to  duty. 
Military  Service  Records. 

■*!  John  Perkins,  Jr.  (1819-1885),  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  a  native  of  the 
latter,  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  and  the  Harvard  law  school.  A  resident  of  New  Orleans, 
he  was  a  lawyer  who  engaged  in  extensive  planting.  He  was  a  Democratic  congress- 
man, 1853-1855,  president  of  the  Louisiana  secession  convention,  and  Confederate 
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In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  Mr.  Stephens  left  this  city  last 
Wednesday  morning  for  Ga.,  that  he  declined  to  make  any  speech 
here  after  his  return  from  the  interview  with  Lincoln  &  Seward, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  lie  does  not  design  to  address  the 
people  of  his  own  State,  as  the  papers  of  this  city  have  announced, 
but  without  authority.  He  had  liad  no  intercourse  with  tlie  Presi- 
dent during  this  session  of  Congress,  untill  within  a  few  days  be- 
fore the  appointment  of  tlie  Commission  to  confer  with  the  U.  S. 
Gov't.  They  were  brought  together  by  the  interposition  of  friends, 
and  held  two  long  consultations,  at  the  end  of  which,  he  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  Commission.  After  his  return  froin  Hampton  roads 
they  met  again,  but,  having  an  opinion  that  the  President  is  not 
conducting  our  affairs  wisely,  he  refused  to  take  part  in  any  public 
demonstration,  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  future,  and  is 
said  to  have  left  here  in  inuch  despondency  as  to  future  prospects. 
A  deep  anxiety  pervades  the  minds  of  others,  not  so  much  on  ac- 
count of  the  termination  of  the  negotiations,  as  of  the  military 
situation.  Grant  is  understood  to  have  been  heavily  reinforced,  so 
as  to  confine  to  this  section  all  of  Lee's  army,  and  Sherman  threat- 
ens to  overrun  S.C.,  and  perhaps  our  own  State,  at  no  distant  day. 
The  speeches  at  public  meetings  here,  and  the  inflammatory  lead- 
ers in  the  newspapers,  brought  out  no  vokmteers,  but  degenerated 
into  an  advocacy  of  the  fatal  policy  of  appealing  to  our  slaves  for 
assistance  against  the  enemy.  Subsistence  for  Lee's  army  is  also 
jeopardised  [sic]  by  the  occupation  of  the  S.  C.  Railroad  by  Sher- 
man, and  every  advance  he  makes  in  this  direction.  The  forces  we 
have  in  that  quarter  do  not  seem  to  be  concentrated,  but  are 
divided  out  between  Charleston,  Augusta,  Columbia,  and  I  know 
now  what  other  localities,  with  jarring  counsels  among  our  Gen- 
erals. 

No  one  advises  the  acceptance  of  the  terms  offered  by  Lincoln, 

but  the  question  is  being  considered,  what  is  being  done  to  resist 
his  armies,  and  whether  reunion,  by  which  ten  States  may  defeat 
the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  &  retain  slavery,  be 
not  preferable  to  the  triumph  of  his  arms,  and  the  subjection  of 
every  thing  to  his  power.  Whether  a  soltition  can  be  given  to  these 
problems  by  the  agency  of  this  Gov't,  or  tlie  interposition  of  the 
States,  is  also  a  matter  of  consideration.  The  President  is  not  in 
favor  with  Congress,  and  is  believed  not  to  possess  the  wisdom  re- 
quired for  the  emergency.  His  administration  could  be  easily  made 

senator,  1862-18(55.  He  traveled  extensively  alter  the  wai ,  returning  to  Louisiana  in 
1878.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1446. 
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powerless,  but  that  would  be  to  weaken  the  cause  of  the  country. 
The  Sec'y  State  is  very  unpopular,  and  was  struck  at  by  the  Va. 
delegation  in  their  request  for  a  general  change  of  Cabinet,  by 
which  Seddon  was  induced  to  resign.  This  delegation,  in  a  body, 
was  the  only  one  consulted,  before  the  introduction  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  Hab.  Corpus,  and  you  will  see  from  the  President's  reply  to 
Seddon  that  a  pretty  quarrel  now  exists  between  them. 

The  Commissioners  represent  Lincoln  &:  Seward  as  apparently 
courteous,  kind,  and  anxious  for  peace,  but  earnest  in  stating  their 
terms,  and  seemingly  confident  in  their  power  to  enforce  them. 

No  one  can  foresee  what  turn  events  may  take.  Congress  will  be 
in  session  for  two  or  three  weeks  yet,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  keep 
you  advised  of  their  progress.  There  is  said  to  be  a  deep  depression 
in  the  army,  or  portions  of  it.  In  the  late  battle  near  Pet'b'g,  certain 
troops,  (Va.,  I  believe),  refused  to  charge  untill  Gen'l  Lee  rode 
forward  to  lead  them  in  person,  and  in  so  doing  had  a  button  shot 
from  his  coat. 

The  employment  of  slaves  as  soldiers  has  again  been  brought 
before  the  Senate,  &:  referred  to  Committee.  I  look  upon  it  as  a 
fatal  measure,  if  adopted,  and  Mr.  Hunter42  believes  the  agitation 
of  this  subject  in  the  President's  message,  was  the  cause  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  Constitution  U.S.,  to  abolish  slavery. 

I  have  thus  given  you  something  of  the  undercurrents  of  events, 
and  conversations  here,  pertaining  to  the  serious  crisis  which  is 
now  upon  us,  and  have  to  beg  that  you  will  observe  proper  discre- 
tion among  those  to  whom  you  may  think  proper  to  confide  them. 

William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain  A&H 

Richmond, 

Feb. 12th,  1865. 

You  will  have  seen  in  the  papers  the  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers appointed  to  confer  with  the  Gov't  U.  S.,  with  the  Message  of 
the  Pres't,  as  well  [as]  his  speech  at  the  African  Church,  and  the 
addresses  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  several  members  of  Con- 
gress, at  a  public  meeting,  to  give  expression  to  sentiment  on  the 
result  of  the  Mission.  Judging  from  these,  and  the  editorials  of  the 
newspapers  of  this  city,  there  would  appear  to  be  nothing  in  con- 
templation but  bella,  horrida  hella.  I  was  not  present  at  any  of 


42  Senator  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter. 
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Jefferson  Davis  (1808-1889)  was  inaugurated  as  president  of  the  Confederacy  on 
February  18,  1861,  and  served  throughout  the  war.  Some  of  his  policies  concerning 
the  conduct  of  the  war  provoked  controversy  among  Confederate  statesmen  and 
military  men.  After  his  flight  from  Richmond  on  April  3,  1865,  he  was  captured  at 
Irwinville,  Georgia,  on  May  10,  1865,  and  imprisoned  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia, 
until  1867.  Upon  his  release  Davis  retired  to  his  estate  Beauvoir  near  Biloxi,  Missis- 
sippi, where  he  wrote  The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Confederate  Government. 

these  proceedings,  but  learn  that  the  assembleges  [5/c]  were  large, 
and  apparently  very  enthusiastic,  but  no  volunteers  were  called 
for,  and  none  appeared.  Instead  of  that,  labored  argtiments  were 
made  in  favor  of  making  soldiers  of  slaves.  The  speech  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  went  far  beyond  the  newspaper  report,  and  its  im- 
prudences in  his  situation  are  the  subject  of  severe  criticism.  He 
declared  among  other  things,  "that  unless  the  slaves  were  armed, 
the  cause  was  lost,"  with  revelations  of  details  of  the  attempt  at 
negotiation  exceedingly  indecorous  and  impolitic.  All  these  dem- 
onstrations are  likely  to  pass  off  as  the  idle  wind,  and  the  great 
qtiestion  still  remains  what  shall  be  done  to  save  the  Country.  Mr. 
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Stephens  and  Judge  Campbell  refused  to  make  any  public  ad- 
dresses. The  former  has  gone  home,  and  it  is  understood  does  not 
design  to  speak  in  public  there,  though  the  papers  have  announced 
the  contrary.  An  interview  was  brought  about  by  the  intervention 
of  friends,  between  him  and  the  Pres't  immediately  before  the 
Commission  was  constituted,  and  he  accepted  a  place  in  it.  Another 
took  place  after  his  return,  but  he  is  understood  to  have  left  with 
the  conviction  that  Mr.  Davis  is  incapable  of  conducting  our 
affairs  to  any  successful  issue.  I  had  from  Judge  Campbell  today  a 
minute  narrative  of  the  whole  mission  from  beginning  to  end:  and 
he  fully  concurs  in  the  opinion  just  expressed  as  that  of  Mr.  Ste- 
phens. It  seems  that  they  were  under  instruction  not  to  treat, 
except  upon  the  basis  of  independence,  and  carried  romantic  pro- 
positions about  an  armistice  coupled  with  an  alliance  to  embark  in 
a  war  with  France  [,]  to  maintain  the  Monroe  doctrine  and  expel 
Maximilian^s  from  Mexico. 

Lincoln  was  courteous,  and  apparently  anxious  for  a  settlement 
but  firm  in  the  announcement  that  nothing  could  be  entertained 
till  our  difficulties  were  adjusted,  and  that  upon  the  basis  of  a 
restoration  of  the  Union.  That  as  far  as  he  had  power  as  Pres't, 
amnesty,  exemption  from  confiscation,  etc.,  should  be  freely  ex- 
tended, reviewed  his  announcements  in  his  inaugural  Proclama- 
tions, Messages,  etc.,  to  shew  what  he  considered  his  liberality  to 
the  South,  and  that  he  could  unsay  nothing  he  had  said.  As  to 
slavery,  it  must  stand  on  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  he  brought  information  of,  as  having  passed  the  two 
Houses  a  day  or  two  before,  but  that  the  dissent  often  States  could 
still  reject  it.  These  terms  not  being  agreed  to,  he  and  Seward  rose 
to  depart,  but  with  a  manifestation  of  disappointment,  as  inferred 
by  my  informant,  that  propositions  were  not  submitted  on  our 
side.  Thus  terminated  the  Conference. 


'^  Emperor  Maximilian,  an  Austrian  Hapsbui^  prince,  was  placed  on  the  Mexican 
throne  by  the  money  and  army  of  the  adventuresome  Louis  Napoleon  of  France,  who 
hoped  to  take  advantage  of  American  preoccupation  with  the  Civil  War.  Louis 
Napoleon  believed  that  Maximilian's  presence  in  Mexico  would  stabilize  the  chaotic 
Mexican  government.  If  Maximilian  succeeded,  Mexico  would  pose  a  block  to  United 
States  expansion  into  Latin  America.  France  also  might  reap  benefits  in  commerce 
and  empire  from  a  strong,  friendly  Mexican  state. 

The  venture  soon  encountered  trouble.  Maximilian  was  confronted  by  persistent 
opposition  from  Juarez  and  Mexican  liberals,  by  the  coolness  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, and  by  the  deep  resentment  of  the  United  States.  After  five  years  Louis  Na- 
poleon abandoned  Maximilian  to  his  fate.  Without  French  armies  to  support  him, 
the  Hapsburg  prince  and  sometimes  Mexican  emperor  was  captured  and  shot.  His 
execution  was  a  further  stimulus  to  the  rising  tide  of  Mexican  nationalism.  J.  Fred 
Rippy,  Latin  American:  A  Modern  History  (Ann  Arbor:  University  of  Michigan 
Press,  1958),  338-339,  hereinafter  cited  as  Rippy,  Latin  America. 
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There  is  a  widening  breach  between  the  Pres't  and  Congress — a 
general  opinion  on  their  part  that  he  is  unfit  for  the  present  duties 
of  his  position,  while  there  is  division  of  opinion  as  to  the  prospect 
of  relief  on  a  different  line  of  policy  and  under  different  auspices. 

The  Military  situation  is  threatening.  Grant  has  been  rein- 
forced, Sherman  seems  to  advance  almost  without  impediment, 
and  with  divided  counsels  among  our  Generals  in  that  quarter, 
Judge  C.  thinks  another  Mission  should  be  sent,  but  regards  it  as 
out  of  the  question,  in  the  temper  Sc  with  the  committals  of  the 
Pres't. 

Our  Legislature  has  adjourned,  that  of  Ga.  will  meet  this  week. 
Speed  in  affairs  is  necessary.  There  is  not  time  for  States  to  act  in 
concert,  without  which  they  can  effect  nothing,  and  sufficient 
harmony  of  views  for  action  here,  without  the  Executive,  and 
many,  perhaps  a  majority,  for  the  most  desperate  expedients.  A 
short  time  must  bring  forth  important  results. 

I  have  written  very  freely,  but  in  confidence  that  you  will  ob- 
serve the  proper  secrecy.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  any  suggestions 
that  may  occur  to  you.  The  sources  of  consultation  here  are  not 
so  numerous  as  I  could  wish. 

Samuel  F.  Phillips  to  William  A.  Graham,  A&H 

Chapel  Hill 

Feb.  14th,  1865. 

I  have  read  the  various  reports  (North  and  South)  of  the  Con- 
ferences at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  I  confess,  with  small  satisfaction — 
or  rather,  with  great  dissatisfaction.  I  gather  that  no  effort  was 
made  there  for  a  settlement  based  upon  a  reconstruction  of  the 
United  States.  I  understand  that  anything  of  that  sort  was  scouted 
at  once  as  inadvisable.  We  have  a  report  from  our  own  commission- 
ers in  20  lines,  of  a  four-hours  conversation,  in  which  the  Southern 
public  has  not  a  particle  of  information  as  to  what  our  Comm'rs 
said.  Mr.  Lincoln's  conversation  is  given  shortly,  without  any  con- 
text of  the  questions  or  replies  upon  our  side.  Why  is  this  concealed 
from  the  public?  The  North  knows  it  through  Messrs.  L.  &:  Seward. 
What  conceivable  reason  is  there  for  keeping  it  from  us?  All  that 
class  of  citizens  who,  as  a  last  resort,  and  preferable  to  that  fate  which 
stares  us  in  the  face,  wished  to  know  upon  what  terms  the  South 
might  reunite  with  the  North,  have  been  utterly  disappointed, — or 
rather  have  been  played  with — trifled  with, — and  insulted;  for  the 
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Comm'rs  pretend  as  if  Mr.  L.  had  been  sounded  and  catechized  as 
to  his  views  in  that  regard,  when  it  is  clear  from  the  utterances  of 
Mr.  Benjamin,  and  the  Northern  telegrams,  that  any  shade  or  man- 
ner of  reconstruction  was  dismissed  by  our  Comm'rs  as  inadmis- 
sable.  All  that  Mr.  L.  said  upon  this  must  have  been  voluntary. 
Nothing  that  he  said  about  details  was  objected  to,  because  our 
Comm'rs  would  not  discuss  that  sort  of  peace  at  all.  Still  Mr.  Ste- 
phens, etc.,  think  it  candid  to  represent  to  the  South  that  those 
details  were  discussed,  and  that  what  they  represent  as  said  by  Mr. 
L.  about  "pains  &  penalties"  was  his  ultimatum,  adhered  to  after 
all  that  could  be  said. 

I  submit.  Governor,  that  this  is  unfair  to  the  Southern  people  in 
the  last  degree,  and  m,eant  to  stir  Southern  blood  to  desperate  re- 
sorts for  carrying  on  the  war.  Why  did  not  the  Comm'rs  return  and 
say  that  Mr.  L.  refused  hidependence,  and  that  his  plans  for  resto- 
ration were  not  discussed,  because  inadmissable  in  any  shape?  I 
gather  this  to  be  the  truth.  The  report  made  appears  to  me  to  be 
Jesuitical.  I  submit  that  we  cannot  know  from  this  conversation 
(as  told)  anything  of  what  the  North  will  give  to  regain  us  without 
more  war — except  that  Emancipation  is  a  fixed  fact.  What  length 
of  time  will  be  allowed  to  carry  out  this  change  we  do  not  know, 
and  as  I  fear,  will  never  know. 

I  suppose  that  Blair's  platform,  as  announced  in  Northern  Pa- 
pers, is  substantially  that  upon  which  Lincoln  stood  at  the  Con- 
ference, and  yet  by  the  uncandid  report  of  our  Commissioners,  the 
South  is  led  to  believe  that  it  is  not.  Emancipation  will  be  pro- 
nounced categorically  &:  briefly  in  the  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion; but  the  forms  and  gradations  by  which  it  will  be  caiTied  out, 
are  left  to  legislation. 

I  read  your  interesting  letters  to  Gov.  Swain  since  my  return  from 
Raleigh.  I  cordially  concur  in  your  views  of  Mr.  Stephens.  There 
has  been  lying  about  Raleigh  some  copies  of  a  4th.  July  speech 
made  by  him  when  a  young  man,  which  is  devoted  to  the  doctrines 
of  State  Rights,  and  shows  the  sort  of  meat  upon  which  he  grew  up. 
I  shall  never  recover  from  the  effect  produced  upon  me  by  his  quo- 
tation of  Milton's  invocation  to  Light  upon  his  seeing  the  late 
democratic  abortion  at  Chicago.  That  a  man  could  turn  aside  from 
the  mighty  throes  &:  convulsions  of  this  country,  and  suffer  spasms 
of  enthusiasm  at  seeing  such  a  chimera  as  a  platform  built  by 
Fernando  Wood,'*4  gives  me  such  a  taste  of  his  quality  as  is  for  all 

^  Fernando  Wood  (1812-1881)  was  a  New  York  City  businessman  and  politician. 
He  entered  politics  in  1834,  associating  himself  with  Tammany  Hall.  After  serving 
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time.  There  is  no  salvation  in  his  right  arm!  Great  he  may  be 
among  the  States  Rights  men  of  Cottondom — ^and  I  allow  them 
much — ^but  there  is  not  among  the  whole  of  those  gentlemen  now 
in  being  a  thimbleful  of  that  sort  of  statesmanship  that  is  necessary 
in  dealing  with  such  men  as  Seward,  Palmerston  or  Napoleon.  I 
venture  they  all  laugh  in  their  sleeves  whenever  brought  in  contact 
with  the  theories  upon  which  our  Statesmen  act.  Acute  they  may 
be,  but  mad  as  March  hares  upon  most  of  those  points  which  con- 
cern the  welfare  of  States.  The  manner  in  which  they  have  miscal- 
culated the  comparative  resources  of  the  North  and  the  South  is 
but  a  piece  with  the  presumption  and  ignorance  with  which  they 
have  marshalled  the  resources  of  the  latter.  I  look  for  nothing  but 
a  prolongation  of  our  misery  and  a  deeper  depth  of  ruin  as  the  ft  uit 
of  their  longer  continuance  in  the  management  of  Southern  inter- 
ests. What  lamp  is  there.  Sir,  but  that  of  experience, — and  if  so 
what  light  is  it  that  our  experience  of  these  men  casts  upon  our 
future?  No  such  baleful  star  ever  looked  down  upon  a  perplexed 
people.  It  is  not  the  same  species  of  theoretical  folly  which  appears 
among  the  fanatics  of  the  earlier  French  Rev'n  that  marks  our 
rulers,  but  it  is  a  species  of  that  folly  which  reminds  one  very  much 
of  the  reveries  of  Camille  Desmoulins,  the  Girondists,  Marat  etc. 
But  the  theme  is  endless.  I  have  been  aroused  to  this  by  my  conclu- 
sions of  what  was  intended  by  Mr.  Davis  in  concurring  in  Blair's 
notions  of  an  interview.  He  meant  to  pervert  the  meeting  into  a 
means  of  arousing  public  spirit  in  the  South  to  a  new  exertion  of 
its  strength  in  a  desperate  cause — an  exertion  to  be  followed  by  a 
more  entire  collapse.  He  has  no  idea  whatever  of  yielding  his  posi- 
tion by  one  inch,  so  long  as  he  can  get  Southern  blood  to  back  his 
pretensions.  The  dissatisfaction  in  Georgia  and  N.C.  some  weeks 
ago  rather  affected  him,  and  produced  this  recent  appearance  of 
yielding  to  the  common  desire  for  peace.  It  was  a  yielding,  however, 

one  term  in  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives  (1841-1843),  Wood  became 
the  head  of  the  lammany  faction  and  was  elected  mayor  in  1854  and  reelected  in 
1856.  Because  he  permitted  graft  and  corruption  in  city  government,  he  was  ousted 
by  his  fellow  leaders  of  Tammany  Hall.  Undeterred,  Wood  formed  a  group  named 
Mozart  Hall  and  recaptured  the  mayor's  office  in  1859.  In  1860  he  appeared  at  the 
Charleston  Convention  at  the  head  of  a  contesting  New  York  delegation  with  pro- 
Southern  sympathies.  In  January,  1861,  Wood  startled  the  nation  by  proposing  that 
New  York  City  secede  in  order  to  establish  a  free  city.  His  plea  was  futile.  As  the 
war  dragged  on,  he  denounced  the  Lincoln  administration's  policies  and  advocated 
peace  by  conciliation.  He  joinetl  with  the  controversial  Vallandigham  in  organizing 
the  Peace  Democrats.  As  a  Democratic  congressman  from  New  York  (1863-1865  and 
I867-188I)  he  reflected  the  dominant  views  of  the  banking  and  business  community 
by  favoring  a  sound  currency  and  tariff  for  revenue  only,  despite  the  posture  of  the 
national  party.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XX,  456-457. 
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only  for  a  short  while — if  indeed  ever  more  than  the  appearance  of 
yielding.  Because  it  is  most  evident  that  his  only  Commission  (so 
to  say)  to  the  Comm'rs  was  to  secure  our  Independence.  I  have  a 
very  strong  conviction  that  there  has  been  very  great  duplicity 
towards  a  large  portion  of  the  Southern  People  displayed  in  this 
little  drama.  It  is  most  offensive  to  me. 

I  have  read  several  letters  of  yours  this  Jan'y.  &:  Feb'y.  to  Gen'l 
Patterson,45  to  Gov.  Swain,  2,  to  Capt.  Berry ,^^  1,  &:  one  to  myself. 
I  have  gathered  from  them  that  you  have  no  definite  views  of  the 
future.  You  do  not  say  that  the  South  ought  to  fight  on,  taking  no 
alternative  for  Independence,  but  extermination.  You  do  not  say 
that  upon  such  and  such  an  event  you  will  advise  that  the  war 
cease.  You  are  disposed  to  look  hopefully  upon  the  circumstances 
that  surround  us,  and  await  the  turning  up  of  something  in  future 
that  will  be  a  guide  of  opinion.  I  could  not  faithfully  set  forth  my 
opinions  of  you  as  a  public  man,  without  using  language  which 
would  somewhat  savor  of  servility,  and  I  have  therefore  the  more 
painfully  looked  for  some  signal  from  yoti  that  I  might  direct  my 
own  action  by.  I  ask  myself:  Does  Gov.  Graham  mean  (without 
saying  so)  that  this  war  offers  but  two  alternatives — Independence 
or  Ruin.  1  hear  intelligent  men  say  that  they  think  so.  They  think 
there  must  be  Independence  or  stark  destruction.  Such  is  the 
atmosphere  around  Rich'd  and  the  President.  Believing  this,  they 
are  for  putting  into  the  army  our  negioes.  They  are  right,  upon 
their  premises.  From  my  point  of  view  there  are  no  denunciatory 
epithets  too  strong  for  this  scheme.  I  regard  it  as  folly  and  as  a 
crime.  Such  a  Crime!  and  such  madness!  A  thing  to  bring  upon  us 
not  only  ruin,  but  disgrace:  to  make  us  a  byeword  and  a  hissing 
among  the  nations;  to  bring  such  domestic  agony  upon  our  com- 
munity as  the  world  has  rarely  witnessed  in  any  age,  and  to  cover  us 
with  public  ignoininy  forever.  Yet  your  Richmond  Papers  teem 
with  it:  and  no  voice  is  reported  as  having  been  raised  in  open  ses- 
sion to  characterize  it  as  it  should  be.  I  thank  you  for  what  you  have 
written  as  said  by  you  in  your  place  upon  this  monstrous  progeny 


4'>  Samuel  F.  Patterson  (1799  1874),  a  native  of  Virginia,  settled  in  Wilkes  County 
at  the  age  of  fifteen.  He  became  one  of  the  most  influential  men  in  his  area  ami  his 
plantation  Palmyra  was  renowned  for  its  elegance.  Since  Patterson  was  an  old  friend 
and  colleague  of  Graham's,  their  correspondence,  though  infret]uent  in  these  years, 
was  often  revealing.  Pattei>>on  was  a  successful  merchant,  farmer,  atid  politician.  His 
most  notable  public  services  were  as  state  treasurer,  president  of  the  Bank  of  North 
Carolina,  president  of  the  Raleigh-Gaston  Railroad  (1840-1845),  state  legislator,  major 
general  of  state  militia,  longtime  University  trustee,  and  delegate  to  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  1865.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  II,  328-333  passim. 

4«  Captain  John  Berry  (1798-1870),  of  Hillsborough. 
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of  philo-slavery,  but  I  suppose  (as  no  such  thing  is  referred  to  in 
our  Papers)  that  what  you  said  was  said  privately.  I  have  read  Gen'l 
Lee's  letter  to  Mr.  A.  Hunter^^  upon  this  project,  and  regret  to  see 
that  he  did  not  limit  himself  to  treating  of  its  military  aspects,  but 
commits  himself  to  it  as  a  political  question.^^  ij  seems  weak 
enough  in  either.  But  I  thought,  before  seeing  his  letter,  that  per- 
haps he  had  merely  indicated  what  he  thought  a  resource  for  sol- 
diers in  the  Confed.  and  left  the  political  question  for  discussion  by 
those  more  familiar  with  it,  or  at  least  those  to  whom  their  public 
duties  committed  this  view.  I  thought  that  might  be  excused,  but 
after  reading  the  letter  repeatedly  I  own  that  my  conceptions  of  the 
General  are  lowered.  I  take  it  that  he  exaggerates  when  he  says  that 
the  question  is  whether  we  shall  use  them,  or  whether  the  enemy 
shall.  No  thoroughness  of  system  will  prevent  the  enemy  from  pro- 
curing as  many  of  them  in  future  as  they  have  already.  Our  own 
papers  represent  Sherman  as  procuring  only  7000  men  in  his  march 
from  Atlanta  to  Savannah,  and  great  part  of  these  are  said  to  have 
deserted.  Is  it  supposed  that  any  Conscription  law  for  slaves  will 
prevent  such  results  hereafter?  But  I  will  not  discuss  a  matter  you 
have  thoroughly  considered. 

Our  Comm'rs  to  Richmond^^  returned  well  pleased  with  their 
visit  and  complimented  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Davis,  Gov.  Smith,  the 
Va.  Legis.  and  our  own  Congress'l  delegation.  Carter  and  Pool 
were  of  opinion  that  nothing  would  come  of  the  Commission  of 
Messrs.  Stephens,  etc.,  and  they  decided  that  the  State  should  inau- 
gurate her  own  policy  in  regard  to  peace  without  regard  to  it.  We 
had  sundry  revelations  of  the  plans  which  the  Pres't,  etc.,  had  in 
soak  for  gaining  our  ends  substantially  by  the  conference.  I  do  not 
know  whether  you  are  informed  upon  these  matters.  I  do  not  know 
whether  now  it  would  be  important  to  inform  you  of  them — as  if 
it  were.  I  should  not  hesitate  in  introducing  you  into  our  secret 
session — being  sure  that  if  you  had  been  in  R.  you  would  have  been 
invited  to  attend.  I  regarded  the  Pres't's  plan  of  an  Armistice  upon 
the  uti  possidetis  accompanied  by  a  "gate  tax"  to  the  U.  S.  for  per- 
mission to  come  into  our  own  ports  as  one  of  the  most  transcenden- 
tal and  fanciful  solution  to  a  contest  like  the  present  that  ever 


4^  Andrew  Hunter. 

^  The  comment  suggests  the  depths  of  feeling  touched  by  the  proposals  to  enlist 
slaves;  it  also  suggests  the  fragile  nature  of  fame  and  popularity. 

'^^  The  legislature  sent  a  commission  composed  of  John  Pool,  David  M.  Carter, 
Samuel  J.  Person,  and  Edward  D.  Hall  to  Richmond  to  interview  Davis  on  the  state 
of  the  country.  Nothing  came  of  it. 
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entered  the  mind  of  a  statesman.^^  I  use  this  last  word  to  avoid 
circumlocution.  Mr.  Gilmer's  idea  of  a  "Diet'^i  comes  from  the 
same  latitude  with  Gov.  Morehead's  plan  for  the  Finances;^^  and 
may  be  dismissed  with  the  remark  that  if  it  be  no  better,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  it  comes  from  a  gentleman  who  has  never  studied 
the  subject  of  diet  very  particularly. 

Governor,  I  have  very  decided  convictions  as  to  the  future  of 
this  war  for  North  Carolina — either  a  speedy  taking  the  reins  out 
of  the  hands  of  her  present  rulers,  and  an  utterance  of  her  voice 
now,  whilst  its  tones  can  be  recognized  by  all  her  sons — or  being 
overrun  by  the  enemy,  held  like  Tennessee,  a  pseudo  Convention 
called,  strange  faces  seen  in  her  halls  of  legislation,  her  legitimate 
advisers  out  of  her  bounds,  cruel  legislation  upon  all  objects  of 
property,  especially  an  explosion  of  slavery  in  our  midst  and  at 
once.  Things  settling  down  upon  this  basis  after  some  convulsions; 
and  New  North  Carolina  launched.  That  is  my  horoscope.  I  feel 
impatient  whenever  it  is  suggested  that  North  Carolina  is  to  be 
helped  by  Mr.  Davis.  I  do  not  say  that  impatience  is  wisdom.  On 
the  other  hand  I  do  not  say  that  ''this  patient'  may  not  be  upon 
the  street  again.  But  he  will  die',  and  he  may  die  so  suddenly  as  to 
astonish  those  friends  who  have  watched  his  decline. 

Jonathan  Worth  to  William  A.  Graham.  a&H 

Raleigh, 

Feb.  15th,  1865. 

If  your  Congressional  duties  have  allowed  you  leisure  to  give 
any  attention  to  our  proceedings  at  home,  you  will  have  perceived 

^^*  1  his  scheme  was  given  little  consideration  by  the  Confederate  government.  The 
fact  that  Davis  suggested  it  is  important,  however.  He  was  aj3parently  seeking  some 
way  to  end  the  war  while  maintaining  the  fiction  of  independence. 

^1  On  February  20,  1865,  John  A.  Gilmer  introduced  a  series  of  resolutions  in  the 
Confederate  Congress  proposing  a  plan  similar  to  John  C.  Calhoun's  concurrent 
majority.  The  United  States  and  the  Confederate  States  would  be  two  independent 
nations  linked  by  an  American  Diet.  Each  section  would  have  one  vote  in  the  Diet, 
and  the  president  of  each  section  would  have  a  veto  over  any  legislation  passed. 
Although  Gilmer's  plan  woidd  probably  have  led  to  an  impasse,  or  woi-se,  at  least 
he  was  seeking  some  workable  solution  to  an  increasingly  hopeless  situation.  For 
Glimer's  resolutions  see  the  Hillsborough  Recorder,  March  1,  1865. 

^2  This  reference  was  probably  to  a  letter  John  M.  Morehead  wrote  to  President 
Davis  on  September  5,  186,S,  suggesting  as  a  solution  of  the  counties  financial  ditfi 
cidties  the  issuance  of  $400,000,000  in  tax  exempt  -iO-year  bonds,  bearing  six  percent, 
payable  semiannually.  As  practical  suggestions  the  plans  of  Gilmer  and   Moreheatl 
were  on  a  par  of  absurtlity. 
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that  our  Treasury  was  exhausted  last  Nov'r,  that  the  General 
Assembly  appropriated  $3,000,000  for  Soldier's  families,  $500,000 
for  the  Asylums,  about  $500,000  for  procuring  Salt  and  continued 
our  standing  army  of  3500  men  ^  the  Home  guard  called  out 
monthly  whereby  their  conveyance  to  and  fro  on  the  R.  Roads  is 
enormously  expensive,  etc.  The  sum  total  required  will  not  be 
short  of  $10,000,000 — ^while  the  Revenue  Bill  will  not  raise  ex- 
ceeding $4,000,000:  and  that  not  receivable  at  the  Treasury  till 
next  Fall.  I  had  to  raise  money  immediately  to  pay  the  Gen'l  As- 
sembly, the  Asylums,  the  Commissary  Dept.,  etc.  I  could  not  get  a 
dollar  from  Richmond.  About  $3,000,000  were  due  for  clothing, 
and  the  Gen'l  A.  directed  $2,500,000  of  this  turned  into  the  Treas- 
ury. I  have  twice  addressed  the  Sec.  of  the  Treasury  importuning 
him  to  have  this  $3,000,000  paid.  It  was  due  monthly.  I  have  been 
unable  to  get  a  dollar.  Small  payments  have  been  made,  barely 
enough  to  keep  the  clothing  Dept  in  operation.  That  Dept  will 
not  pay  over  to  me  unless  the  whole  $3,000,000  be  paid.  If  this 
were  paid,  and  the  appropriations  you  lately  made  of  upwards  of 
$2,000,000  in  favor  of  this  State,  I  think  I  could  get  along  till  the 
taxes  come  in.  For  months  past  I  have  had  to  supply  the  Treasury 
by  the  sale  of  State  bonds.  If  the  Gov't  will  not  pay  us,  the  State 
credit  will  be  almost  destroyed  by  the  vast  amount  of  bonds  I  shall 
be  forced  to  put  in  the  market. 

Mr.  Trenholm  promises  me  liberally,  but  indefinitely  as  to 
time  and  amount.  This  want  of  certainty  is  excessively  annoying. 
I  can't  know  how  to  act. 

I  make  this  general  statement  in  the  hope  you  may  in  some  way 
be  able  to  expedite  the  payment.  If  the  Treasy.  will  not  pay  your 
appropriation,  which  is  what  I  expect,  can  no  action  of  Congress 
expedite  it?  I  want  currency — not  bonds. 

The  failure  of  peace  negotiations  has  produced  here  despon- 
dency instead  of  military  enthusiasm.  Nobody  would  have  expected 
any  results  had  it  been  known  that  our  Com'rs  were  instructed  to 
make  Independence  a  preliminary  to  negotiations. 

All  have  much  respect  for  Gen'l  Lee's  military  opinions.  It  is 
understood  that  he  holds  the  arming  of  our  slaves  essential  to  our 
success.  The  opinion  is  nearly  universal  in  this  State  that  this 
would  be  a  most  effectual  mode  of  recruiting  for  the  enemy. 

The  only  hope  from  the  peace  movement  was  that  the  enemy 
would  consent  to  terms  of  re-union  which  we  could  accept,  in  pref- 
erence to  the  probable  results  of  a  continuance  of  the  war. 

Such  is  the  hatred  which  the  measures  of  the  Government  have 
produced — especially  against  the  Pres't;   that  many  men  having 
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large  influence  over  public  opinion,  do  not  take  pains  to  conceal 
their  conviction  that  the  establishment  of  our  Independence  would 
be  no  permanent  blessing  to  us. 

From  what  I  gathered  among  the  members  and  all  other  sources, 
I  think  a  gloomy  despondency  is  taking  possession  of  the  public 
mind,  which  nothing  can  remove  but  a  brilliant  victory  at  some 
prominent  point. 


^^\ 


John  Berry 

John  Berry  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Hillsbourough, 

Febbuary  the  17,  1865. 

at  the  request  of  many  of  your  friends  I  rite  you  this  Communi- 
cation to  inform  you  of  the  state  of  things  in  old  Orange  there 
was  a  publick  meeting  some  Days  back  at  Chapel  Hill  &:  the  Citi- 
zens were  much  excited  Sc  devided  in  sentiment  Mr.  Phillips  and 
Swaine  headed  one  party  &  Person  k  others  the  other  I  went  up 
to  town  yesterday  to  consult  our  friends  about  the  propriety  of 
gitting  up  A  Large  Central  meting  to  express  our  sentiments  Sc 
then  herd  for  the  first  time  of  the  meting  at  Chapel  Hill;  with 
much  regreate  for  if  ever  there  was  A  time  when  our  people 
should  be  united  it  is  now  &:  I  was  much  supprised  at  the  corse 
Mr.  Phillips  thought  proper  to  take  I  verry  well  knew  that  pre- 
vious to  the  conference  of  the  Commishoners  with  Lincoln  and 
Suerward  that  his  views  was  uttry  on  the  subject  of  peace  he 
expressed  him  self  in  the  convention  of  the  Legislature  to  appoint 
the  Commishon  to  Richmond  as  willing  to  go  an  inch  or  go  a  Lea- 
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gue  in  favour  of  peace  that  he  considered  the  sun  of  the  confed- 
racy  but  Little  above  the  westerne  horizon,  it  was  then  understood 
or  believed  that  if  we  could  reconstruct  &  git  our  Rites  guranteed 
under  the  constitusion  of  the  united  stats  as  exsept  it  that  the  peo- 
ple would  be  willing  but  after  the  conference  when  we  were  told 
if  we  would  lay  down  our  arms  and  submit  to  the  Laws  of  the 
united  stats  we  could  have  peace  or  in  other  words  through  our 
selves  on  the  tender  mercies  of  A  black  Republican  Congress  now 
in  power  Sc  as  to  our  negroes  Congress  had  allready  emancipated 
them  after  this  decleration  I  thought  there  would  be  but  one  senti- 
ment &  that  would  be  to  fight  it  out  if  our  people  were  united 
they  cant  subjugate  us  though  we  have  been  greatly  weakened  by 
the  blunders  of  the  last  campaine  I  have  not  seen  the  procdings 
of  the  Chappel  Hill  meting  but  am  told  that  Mr.  Phillips  thinks  if 
we  submit  to  Lincolns  terms  we  will  be  able  to  save  some  of  our 
property  &  to  carry  out  these  veiws  he  is  advocating  A  Conven- 
tion so  that  we  can  have  separite  state  action  the  verry  thing  that 
has  ruint  us  allready  for  if  we  had  had  a  Convention  of  all  the 
Southern  stats  at  first  we  never  would  have  brought  upon  us  this 
greate  ruin  for  ther  would  have  been  no  secesion  but  to  the  point 
your  friends  Desire  that  you  Deliver  A  speach  on  the  condishon 
of  the  contry  on  tusday  of  March  Cort 

I  think  as  the  people  of  Orange  Look  to  you  for  Counsell  in  this 
there  extremity  you  should  not  with  hold  it  from  them  the  high 
standpoint  veiw  you  have  of  our  true  condishon  would  enable  you 
to  advis  our  people  in  this  trying  crisis  it  is  due  to  your  self  that 
your  opinions  should  be  known  for  not  onley  the  people  of 
Orange  desire  your  counsell  but  the  people  of  the  whole  state  look 
to  you  to  Leade  in  this  perilous  Crisis 

if  after  due  consideration  you  should  concur  with  me  in  opinion 
that  the  people  of  the  state  are  intiteled  to  your  opinions  at  this 
Juncter  of  our  nashonel  affaires  you  will  rite  me  to  that  effect  &  I 
will  have  notice  given  or  if  you  prefere  that  this  Communication 
should  have  come  from  a  number  of  Gentlemen  that  can  be  ar- 
ranged if  you  will  rite  me  to  that  effect 

I  Remaine  your  sincere  friend 

P.  S.  Let  me  hear  from  you  at  your  erlest  convnience  I  have 
Just  seen  the  procedings  at  Chappel  Hill  &:  am  glad  to  see  that 
Govnor  Swaine  is  for  further  resistence  you  I  beleive  can  unite 
our  people 
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G.  A.  Houston  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Charlotte 
Feb  17,  65 

I  learn  you  wont  a  man  on  you  farme  on  this  side  of  the  river  I 
will  under  take  with  you  if  we  can  agree  on  tirms  I  am  generous 
and  a  genius  You  can  call  on  B.  W.  Alex  Dr  Hayes  .  .  .  and 
others  for  my  caricter  I  will  under  take  with  you  say  you  have 
7  or  8  hands  I  will  go  for  the  8  if  you  work  10  or  12  handes  I 
will  under  take  for  the  9  ninth  of  all  say  corn  wheet  and  oats  rey 
Barly  hay  fotter  paes  potates  and  fishery  and  10  tenth  of  the  pork 
in  the  fall  and  for  cotton  I  dont  wont  to  work  more  than  5  ackers 
I  wont  no  part  of  it  you  Bord  and  loge  me  and  may  wash  some 
I  have  a  family  I  wount  take  them  with  me  thare  as  my  house- 
hould  stuff  too  much  to  move  You  can  ans  soon  as  I  have  some 
more  chances  to  be  implid  in  the  same  way 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham        A&H 

Richmond 

Feb. 18th,  1865 

I  have  not  heard  from  you  this  week  and  being  much  engaged, 
do  not  remember  that  I  have  written  you. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  ftom  William  upon  his  return  to 
Raleigh,  after  ten  days  at  home,  informing  me  of  some  domestic 
occurances,  [sic]  among  them,  the  thefts  at  the  Estes  place.  They 
are  not  great,  however  annoying  in  these  times  of  trouble.  He  also 
mentions  that  John  was  to  set  off  for  Petersburg  about  the  time  he, 
himself,  left,  and  that  Robert  with  the  Va.  ladies  was  to  leave  about 
this  time.  Captain  Sloan  was  here  today,  Sc  tells  me  James  is  well, 
&  spoke  of  coming  to  see  me  in  a  few  days.  Dickson  of  his  Company 
is  in  the  hospital  here,  &:  I  hear  from  Mr.  Turner  who  saw  him  this 
afternoon  that  he  hopes  to  leave  next  week  for  home. 

It  is  a  period  of  great  excitement.  The  enemy,  we  are  informed 
certainly,  have  taken  Columbia,  without  resistance,  capturing  the 
Treasury  note  plates  and  a  large  amount  of  notes — etc.  What  will 
be  their  next  movement  is  uncertain;  but  it  is  improbable,  it  may 
be  in  the  direction  of  Charlotte.  I  can  not  learn  what  forces  can  be 
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circulated,  to  oppose  him — if  any — such  is  the  alleged  necessity  of 
military  secrets. 

There  is  considerable  despondency  among  rational  persons, 
while  the  newspapers  and  the  desperadoes  talk  only  of  fierce  war. 
The  excitement  growing  out  of  the  refusal  of  the  Northern  Govt, 
to  meet  on  the  basis  of  independence,  seems  to  have  subsided.  Some 
country  papers  bring  accounts  of  public  meetings,  but  no  volun- 
teers. Some  army  meetings  have  also  been  held,  but  under  the 
influence  mainly  of  officers.  Confidence  in  the  Pres't's  wisdom 
declines.  His  secretary  of  state  is  odious.  A  majority  of  congress 
however,  I  fear,  will  vote  a  law  to  make  soldiers  of  negroes.  I  dis- 
cussed the  subject  today  in  closed  doors,  and  several  Senators  de- 
sired that  I  should  prepare  my  speech  for  publication,  when  the 
injunction  of  secrecy  shall  be  removed.  Congress  may  sit  till  the 
10th  of  March,  but  I  hope  for  an  earlier  adjournment.  In  the  Mean 
While  [sic] ,  events  are  hurrying  forward  and  the  Confederacy 
seems  to  be  in  the  crisis  of  its  fate.  I  shall  endeavour  to  meet  what- 
ever fate  may  befall  us  with  calmness,  and  take  such  course,  as  the 
interest  and  honor  of  the  State  shall  require.  I  believe  I  mentioned 
to  you  that  I  had  had  a  full  account  from  Judge  Campbell  of  the 
mission  and  conference  with  Seward  and  Lincoln.  He  is  earnestly 
desirous  of  peace,  but  has  no  belief  in  the  ability  or  wisdom  of  Mr. 
Davis  to  effect  it.  He  says,  a  mission  should  be  at  once  sent  to 
Washington  to  negotiate  terms — Sec — 

I  regret  that  I  have  been  unable  to  meet  John  and  Robt  at  home. 
If  they  were  as  expert  as  some  of  the  young  men  of  the  Army  in 
getting  leaves,  they  might  come  to  see  me,  before  the  adjournment. 
I  have  gotten  no  shoes  for  Julia  as  Wm.  desired,  Sc  have  concluded 
to  get  a  calfskin,  and  take  to  him  provided  I  get  money.  The  treas- 
ury is  low,  and  there  are  some  grounds  to  fear,  expecially  since  the 
fall  of  Columbia,  that  we  may  find  trouble  in  getting  paid.  .  .  . 
Exchanged  prisoners  are  coming  up  the  river  every  few  days,  and 
having  some  knowledge  of  me,  they  call  for  some  assistance.  Wilbur 
came  up  yesterday,  looking  well,  having  been  taken  at  Fort  Fisher. 
A  poor  young  fellow  from  Alamance  called  today,  suffering  severely 
from  frost  bite  in  his  feet. 

I  wrote  you  the  Vice-Pres't  had  gone  to  Ga.  very  much  out  of 
heart,  and  expressing  no  confidence  in  the  Pres't. 
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David  L.  Swain  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Chapel  Hill 

February  18th, 1865. 

Your  letter  of  the  12th.  reached  me  yesterday  at  too  late  an  hour 
to  reply  by  return  mail. 

My  letter  written  two  days  ago  about  Mr.  Benjamin^s  will  show 
a  marked  coincidence  in  our  views  with  reference  to  that  function- 
ary. I  regard  universal  enfranchisement  as  far  preferable  to  the 
partial  abolition  he  advocates.  I  concur  with  you  in  opinion  also 
that  the  tendency  of  the  model  meetings  at  Richmond,  is  towards 
anxiety  and  desperation.  With  all  my  respect  and  affection  for 
Governor  Vance  I  doubt  whether  his  proclamation  will  produce 
the  effect  he  desires. ^^  ^j-^  you  aware  of  any  precedent  for  such  a 
proclamation?  Warning  against  seditious  meetings  and  proceed- 
ings, as  in  the  case  of  Gen'l  Jackson's  appeal  to  S.C.  in  1832,  and 
Gov.  V's  to  N.C.  last  year  fall  properly  within  the  range  of  exec- 
utive duties.  In  the  present  crisis  it  seems  to  me,  unless  the  people 
speak  out  of  their  own  accord,  it  will  be  in  vain  for  the  leader  to 
attempt  to  give  them  a  voice.  The  fires  of  patriotism,  so  much 
spoken  of  at  Richmond,  must  result  from  spontaneous  combustion, 
and  cannot  be  kindled  by  a  slow  match. 

I  wrote  to  the  Governor  immediately  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher 
that  the  brunt  of  the  War  was  now  to  be  sustained  by  Va.,  N.C. 


^^  This  letter  has  not  been  found. 

5"*  On  February  14,  1865,  Governor  Vance  issued  a  long  proclamation  exhorting 
North  Carolinians  to  fight  on.  Almost  hysterical  in  tone,  it  was  one  of  \'ance's  worst 
public  papers.  He  urged  the  cessation  of  the  peace  movement,  saying,  "At  one 
blow,  all  our  hopes  in  the  humanity  and  moderation  of  our  enemies  are  dashed  to 
the  grountl,"  and  that  subjugation  was  all  that  was  offered  by  the  United  States.  He 
gave  a  highly  exaggerated  account  of  the  horrors  that  were  impending  with  defeat: 
"Four  million  slaves,  two  himdred  thousand  of  whom  have  been  in  arms  against  us, 
turned  loose  at  once  in  our  midst,  our  lands  confiscated,  and  sold  out  to  pay  the 
cost  of  our  subjugation,  or  parcelled  out  among  Negio  soldiers  as  a  reward  for  the 
slaughter  of  their  masters;  our  women,  children,  antl  old  men  reduced  to  beggary, 
and  driven  from  their  once  happy  homes,  our  mutilated  and  diseased  soldiers  stain- 
ing in  rags  from  door  to  door,  spurned  by  even  pensioned  Negro  soldiers,  whilst  the 
gallows  grows  weary  untler  the  burden  of  our  wisest  statesmen  and  bravest  defenders, 
to  say  nothing  of  universal  financial  ruin  and  the  intolerable  oppression  of  a  rapa 
cious  and  vindictive  foe.  .  .  .  We  must  fight.  It  is  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  sub- 
jugate us,  if  the  people  are  undivided."  The  Governor's  proclamation  was  published, 
among  other  places,  in  the  Hillsborough  Recorder,  February  22,  1865. 
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and  S.C.  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  at  no  period  in  our  history,  was 
the  highest  exercise  of  statesmanship  so  important [,]  that  if 
Calhoun,  Clay  and  Webster  were  living,  I  would  have  great  confi- 
dence in  their  ability  to  find  a  solution  of  our  difficulties.  That 
among  living  men,  I  was  more  disposed  to  look  to  yourself,  Mr. 
Rives  and  Col.  Orr,  to  give  the  proper  direction  to  public  senti- 
ment, than  to  any  others.  We  have  now  no  port  of  entry  even  for 
blockade  runners.  Sherman,  I  suppose,  has  either  closed  or  is  clos- 
ing our  only  rail  road  communication  with  the  South  Western 
States,  while  we  are  talking  about  independance  as  3.  sine  qua  non, 
Missouri,  and  Tennessee  are  organizing  State  governments  under 
the  United  States  and  following  in  the  wake  of  Maryland  and  West 
Virginia  in  the  abolition  of  slavery.  All  the  slaves,  all  the  cotton, 
all  the  tobacco,  all  the  Corn,  and  all  the  gold  in  the  Confederacy 
will  not  enable  the  premier  to  secure  us  from  devastation  much 
less  to  bring  back  West  Virginia  and  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Benjamin  is  very  far  from  desiring  such  a  result,  but  I  have 
no  doubt  his  speech^^  has  produced  more  disposition  to  return  to 
the  old  government,  than  would  have  resulted  from  a  direct  effort 
to  that  end.  We  must  have  wiser  and  soberer  counsels.  Your  per- 
sonal intercourse  will  enable  you  to  judge  more  correctly  than  I, 
as  to  the  men  most  to  be  relied  upon  in  the  present  exigences  in 
our  affairs.  I  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  great  moment,  that  there  shall 
be  a  consultation,  and  concurrence  of  sentiment,  with  the  leading 
minds  in  the  three  states  to  which  I  have  referred.  Mr.  R.  and  Col. 
O.  may  not  be  the  representative  men  of  S.C.  and  Va.  but  N.C.  and 
so  much  of  the  Confederacy,  as  is  left  to  us,  looks  to  you  for  guid- 
ance, and  you  must  return  to  your  constituents  prepared  to  take 
the  helm. 

I  enclose  you  a  slip  giving  an  account,  very  imperfect  and  not 
very  accurate,  of  a  meeting  here  a  week  ago,  which  will  interest 
you,  simply  because  all  the  parties  concerned  are  neighbors  with 
whom  you  are  familiarly  acquainted.  The  meeting  was  gotten  up 
it  is  supposed  by  Mr.  Mickle,^^  a  very  worthy  man,  but  a  zealous 
partizan,  Sc  two  or  three  others  of  the  same  school.  Neither  Judge 


^^  This  reference  is  to  Benjamin's  Richmond  speech  of  February  9,  1865,  which 
urged  the  arming  of  slaves. 

^^  Andrew  Mickle  was  a  respected  Chapel  Hill  merchant  and  sometimes  bulbar  of 
the  University  of  North  Carolina.  Battle,  History  of  the  University,  647,  725;  Hender- 
son, Campus  of  the  University,  139,  196. 
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Battle,^^  Mr.  Phillips^^  nor  myself  were  invited  to  the  conclave. 
The  first  meeting  was  at  4  on  Friday  evening,  the  hour  of  my  rec- 
itation. The  Com.  to  prepare  resolutions  consisted  of  Mr.  Mickle, 
Dr.  Mallett^^  &  Jones^^  k  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,^!  all  extremists.  Judge 
Person62  ^^s  the  organ,  Jones  Watson,  Esq.  the  Chairman.  Judge 
Battle  and  myself,  though  regarding  the  meeting  as  premature  and 
ill  advised,  determined  to  attend  but  take  no  active  part  in  the 
proceedings.  I  had  no  conference  with  Mr.  Phillips  and  had  not 
seen  either  his,  or  the  Resolutions^^  offered  by  the  Committee. 
Just  as  the  meeting  was  about  to  adjourn,  I  remarked  that  "to 
prevent  misconception  at  present,  and  misrepresentation  in 
future"  I  would  offer  a  resolution,  without  asking  for  its  adoption. 
The  Chairman  and  Sec.  regard  it  as  having  been  adopted  with 
great  unanimity.  I  entertain  the  opinion,  that  there  was  no  regular 
vote  taken,  upon  that  or  any  thing  else  and  that  though  the  pub- 
lished account  does  not  so  represent  it,  that  a  decided  majority  of 
the  citizens  in  attendance  concurred  with  Mr.  Phillips  in  opinion. 
Judge  Battle  whose  opportunities  for  observation  were  much  bet- 
ber  than  mine,  has  no  doubt  upon  the  subject. 

The  proposition  to  amend  the  preamble,  1  made  at  the  instance 
and  with  the  concurrence  of  Judge  Person. 


5^  William  Horn  Battle  (1802-1879),  a  native  of  Edgecombe  County,  graduated 
from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  and  read  law  with  Jutlge  Leonard  Hentlerson. 
A  Whig  in  politics,  he  devoted  his  talents  to  the  law,  serving  as  the  state  supreme 
court  reporter,  a  superior  court  judge,  and  as  an  associate  justice  of  the  state  supreme 
court,  1852-1868.  He  was  professor  of  law  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  from 
1845  to  1868.  Twice  he  contributed  to  a  revision  of  the  statutes  of  North  Carolina. 
After  the  Civil  War  he  was  for  a  time  president  of  the  Raleigh  National  Bank. 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  11,58. 

^^  Samuel  F.  Phillips. 

59  William  Peter  Mallett  (1818-1889),  a  native  of  Fayetteville  and  giaduate  of  the 
Medical  College  of  South  Carolina,  settled  in  Chapel  Hill  in  1857.  An  eminent 
physician,  he  was  renowned  for  his  kindly  and  gentlemanly  tleportment.  Battle, 
History  of  the  University,  11,441. 

^^  Pride  Jones. 

61  The  Reverend  N.  W.  Wilson. 

^'^  Samuel  J.  Person. 

6^  On  February  10,  1865,  after  the  failure  of  the  Hampton  Roads  Conference,  a 
public  meeting  to  bolster  the  war  effort  was  held  in  Chapel  Hill.  Apparently  Phillips 
and  Swain  were  not  informed  of  the  meeting  because  it  was  suspected  that  their 
views  were  not  compatible  with  those  who  favored  a  vigorous  Confederate  effort. 
When  Phillips  appeared,  he  sought  a  delay  which  resulted  in  an  adjournment  until 
3  P.M.  the  next  day.  At  that  time  Phillips  led  an  abortive  attempt  to  set  aside  the 
original  resolutions,  substituting  for  them  a  call  for  a  state  convention.  Swain,  who 
was  apparently  more  sympathetic  to  the  position  of  his  neighbors,  did  succeed  in 
toning  down  the  preamble,  which  was  adopted  and  read:  "WHEREAS,  recent  events 
have  made  it  clear  that  the  general  desire  for  peace  cannot  be  gratified,  except  upon 
terms  that  the  Confederate  States  are  not  prepared  to  accept;  ..." 

The  Chapel  Hill  meeting  was  reported  in  detail  in  the  Hillsborough  Recorder, 
February  22,  1865. 
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Mr.  Watson  who  is  at  present  a  very  earnest  advocate  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  War,  became  somewhat  excited  during  the 
progress  of  the  meeting  and  though  Chairman,  participated  much 
more  freely  in  the  discussion  than  any  other  person  except  Judge 
P.  and  Mr.  PhilHps. 

These  unimportant  details  may  serve  as  straws  to  shew  which 
way  the  wind  blows. 

You  remark  that  "Judge  Campbell  thinks  now  the  mission 
should  be  sent."  If  it  can  be,  let  it  be  done,  by  all  means,  and  as 
soon  as  possible.  Even  in  this  quiet  State  of  N.C.  no  man  can  pre- 
dict with  any  certainty  what  may  or  may  not  occur  within  the  next 
thirty  days.  I  regret  that  the  Gen'l  A.  adjourned  to  so  late  a  day. 
At  present  life  and  property  are  safe  ivi  this  portion  of  the  State, 
but  in  the  extreme  West  and  East  and  some  intermediate  points 
there  is  no  adequate  protection  for  either. 

Your  sons  came  down  yesterday  leaving  all  in  good  health  at 
your  house.  I  was  very  anxious  to  have  seen  Maj.  John  before  his 
return. 


John  W.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham.  UNC 

Trenches, 

[Near  Petersburg,] 

February  22nd.,  1865. 

My  Dear  Father, 

I  reached  this  place  on  last  Thursday  night,  after  spending 
sixteen  days,  very  pleasantly,  at  home.  Robert  returned  Monday 
night,  bringing  Misses  Lane  and  Robertson  as  far  as  this  Junction. 
Desertions  have  become  very  frequent,  in  oin^  Army  of  late, 
amounting  to  nearly  30  in  my  Reg't,  for  the  past  ten  days,  but 
none  since  Saturday  night.  It  is  the  most  serious  evil  we  have  to 
contend  against,  but  I  hope  most  of  those  who  intend  leaving 
are  gone. 

It  has  been  generally  quiet  since  my  return,  except  the  shelling 
yesterday,  and  quite  a  severe  one  now  going  on, — the  mortars 
bursting  occasionally  uncomfortably  close. 

Our  news  from  the  South  is  very  meagre,  but  I  am  afraid  that 
we  have  made  but  very  poor  preparations  to  meet  Sherman,  Scho- 
field,^"*  and  Averill.^s  There  has  been  a  rumor  that  our  Division 


«4john  McAllister  Schofiekl  (1831-1906),  of  New  York,  graduated  from  West  Point 
in  1853  and  was  professor  of  natinal  phikjsophy  there  from  1855  to  1860.  He  rose  to 
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would  be  sent  South,  but  I  do  not  think  it  probable,  as  it  is  about 
the  largest  in  the  Army,  and  holds  so  much  of  the  lines  around 
Petersburg.  Have  not  seen  Jimmie  since  my  return. 

The  Yankees  are  throwing  some  shells  far  over  us  into  the  City, 
and  there  is  quite  rapid  firing  to  our  right,  a  salute  over  fall  of 
Columbia,  postponed,  no  doubt,  for  Washington's  birthday.  A  sad 
thought  that  the  day  should  be  used  for  such  a  purpose.  Some  time 
ago,  Capt.  L.  Harrill,^^  Qf  Rutherford,  (Co.  I  of  my  Reg't)  a  grad- 
uate of  Jefferson  Med.  Coll.,  Philad'a,  forwarded  an  application 
for  permission  to  appear  before  Army  Med.  Board,  to  be  examined 
for  position  of  Asst.  Surgeon.  The  Surgeon  General  wrote  back 
that  no  invitations  were  being  issued  at  that  time.  Capt.  H.  would 
be  very  thankful  if  you  coidd  assist  him  in  obtaining  an  invitation, 
as  there  are  now  several  vacancies  in  N.C.  Regt's,  (among  others, 
13th.  &  22nd.  Regt's  in  Scales'  Brigade)  and  would  write  to  the 
Surgeon  Gen'l  requesting  that  his  name  might  be  considered,  if 
any  invitations  were  now,  or  shortly  to  be  issued.  Capt.  Harrill  is 
a  very  clever  gentleman,  and  the  only  officer  above  Robert  over 
whorp  he  ought  not  to  pass  in  case  of  a  vacancy  among  the  field 
officers  of  the  Reg't,  so  that  I  would  be  gratified  if  you  could  show 
him  the  favor.  Col.  Luke  desires  Harrill  to  be  placed  in  Med.  Dep't, 

the  rank  of  major  general  in  Federal  service  during  the  Civil  War.  He  commanded 
the  Department  of  Missomi  prior  to  February,  1864,  when  he  became  one  of  Sher- 
man's three  corps  commanders.  He  took  part  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  badly 
shattered  the  Confederate  force  inider  Hood  at  the  Battle  of  Franklin,  I  ennessee. 
Early  in  1865  he  occupied  Wilmington,  from  where  he  joined  Sherman  at  Goldsboro 
in  late  March  for  the  final  moves  against  the  embattletl  Joseph  E.  Johnston.  The 
climax  of  Schofield's  long  and  distinguished  military  career  came  in  1888  when,  as 
a  lieutenant  general,  he  was  named  commanding  general,  a  post  which  he  held 
until  his  retirement  in  1895.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XVI,  452-454. 

^•'^  William  Woods  Averell  (1832-1900),  of  New  York,  graduated  from  West  Point 
in  1855,  ranking  in  the  lower  third  of  his  class.  His  antebellum  military  experience 
was  largely  as  a  cavalryman  on  the  western  frontier.  During  the  war  he  rose  from 
lieutenant  to  major  general.  Although  twice  relieved  of  command  for  lack  of  ag- 
gressiveness, his  victory  at  Cowan's  Ford,  Virginia,  in  March,  186'i,  represented  the 
first  defeat  for  the  Confedemte  horse  in  the  eastern  theater.  He  resigned  his  com- 
mission in  May,  1865,  and  served  as  consul  general  to  Canada  from  1866  until  1869. 
Afterwards  Averell  acquired  considerable  wealth  and  reputation  as  an  inventor  and 
manufacturer.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  '55;  Warner.  Generals  in  Blue,  12-1. '5. 

^6  Lawson  Harrill  (18.S8-1912),  of  Rutherford  County,  attended  the  common  school^ 
of  his  county  and  studied  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  returning 
home  in  March,  1861.  He  was  captain  of  Company  I,  Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regi- 
ment. Harrill  was  captured  in  late  March,  1865.  Upon  his  release  he  returned  to 
Rutherford  County  before  moving  west.  After  a  few  years  in  Abilene,  Kansas,  he 
settled  in  Statesville  where  he  practiced  medicine  until  his  death  in  1912.  Clark, 
North  Carolina  Regiments,  HI,  316,  .39.3;  Clarence  W.  Griffin,  History  of  Old  Tryon 
and  Rutherford  Counties,  North  Carolina,  1730-1936  (Asheville:  Miller  Printing 
Company,  1937),  302,  hereinafter  cited  as  Griffin,  History  of  Old  Tryon  and  Ruther- 
ford Counties. 
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and  says  Robert  shall  go  up,  if  a  vacancy  occurs,  while  he  has  com- 
mand. Col.  Luke  has  received  leave  of  absence  of  twenty  days,  but 
will  not  leave  until  last  of  the  month.  I  suppose  I  will  be  in  com- 
mand of  the  Reg't  then,  for  a  good  while,  as  Col.  Faison,  (who 
returned  from  his  second  extension  from  Secrty.  of  War  on  Sun- 
day night)  had  his  excuses  for  absence  over  time  on  first  leave, 
returned  unsatisfactory.  Gen'l  Lee  stating  that,  as  the  original  leave 
had  expired  before  extension  rec'd  from  Sec'y  of  War,  he  was 
absent  without  authority  during  intervening  time.  Col.  F.,  I 
suppose,  will  be  court-martialled  for  this,  as  the  Gen'l  above  him 
seems  to  be  in  pretty  bad  humour  about  the  length  of  time  he  has 
been  absent,  not  having  been  in  the  Trenches  since  18th.  of  Dec'r, 
1864. 

Col.  Faison67  requests  that  you  will  return  his  letter  to  you, 
asking  your  assistance  in  obtaining  the  first  extension,  if  you  have 
not  destroyed  it,  as  he  wishes,  he  says,  to  show  that  he  did  not  state 
that  his  wife  was  about  to  be  confined,  but  that  this  was  an  infer- 
ence of  yours  from  the  letter.  All  the  papers  in  relation  to  the 
matter,  including  your  letter  to  the  Sec'y  of  War,  have  been  cap- 
tured, as  Adj't  Faison^s  sent  them  by  Adj't  Cooke^^of  24th.  to  Col. 
F.,  but  the  former  was  captured,  meeting  Col.  Clarke^^  en  route, 
and  stopping  to  take  a  drink  with  him  near  Dinwiddle  C.  H. 

William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain    A&H:  SWAIN 

=  Richmond, 

Feb.  22nd,  1865. 

Yours  of  the  18th.  inst.  has  been  received  today,  and  some  events 
of  interest  having  come  to  my  knowledge  I  drop  this  line. 

The  Pres't  has  stated,  as  I  learn  from  truthful  sources,  has  said 
that  he  has  never  intended  to  commit  himself  officially  against 
negotiation  on  the  basis  of  reunion — that  his  speech  at  the  African 
Church  was  but  the  expression  of  his  individual  opinion.  What 
do  you  think  of  the  distinction,  or  of  the  specimen  it  affords,  of 
"the  wisdom  with  which  the  world  is  governed"?  I  regret  with  you 


^"^  Col.  Paul  F.  Faison  of  the  Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment. 

^^  Adj.  John  W.  Faison,  of  Northampton  Coinity,  of  the  Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina 
Regiment.  Clark.  North  Carolina  Regiments,  III,  318. 

«9  Oliver  D.  Cooke,  of  Craven  Coimty,  was  adjutant  of  the  Twenty-fourth  North 
Ca»olina  Regiment.  Clark,  North  Carolina  Regiments,  III,  318. 

^^*  Col.  William  John  Clarke  of  the  Fwenty-fourth  North  Carolina  Regiment. 
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the  Proclamation  of  Gov'r  Vance,  and  the  wrangles  to  which  it  will 
give  rise  in  County  meetings.  The  Country  is  to  be  distracted  and 
torn  by  dissensions  on  the  private,  not  public  opinion  of  the  Head 
of  the  Gov't,  and  the  people  have  a  right  to  exclaim  si  vis  me  flere, 
etc. 

A  Bill  to  conscribe  negroes  in  the  army  was  postponed  indefi- 
nitely in  the  Senate  yesterday,  in  secret  session.  I  argued  it  at 
length,  as  unconstitutional,  according  to  the  Dred  Scott  decision 
as  well  [as]  inexpedient  and  dangerous.  A  Bill  for  this  purpose, 
which  had  passed  the  Ho.  Reps,  was  laid  on  the  table.  There  may 
be  attempts  to  revive  this  fatal  measure.  All  the  influence  of  the 
administration  and  Gen'l  Lee  was  brought  to  bear  but  without 
success.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  instruct  the  Va.  Senators  to  vote 
for  it.  Mr.  Benjamin  has  been  writing  letters  to  induce  the  Bri- 
gades of  the  Army  to  declare  for  it.  I  rather  regret  that  I  did  [not] 
join  in  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  him,  which  only  failed.  Had 
I  gone  for  it,  I  learn,  it  would  have  been  carried  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

The  Military  situation  is  exceedingly  critical.  There  will  be  no 
stand  made  short  of  Greensboro;  whether  there  successfully  is 
doubtful.  Gen'l  Gilmer^i  has  been  sent,  Beauregard  said  to  be 
sick,  troops  passing  by  Cheraw  to  line  N.  C.  R.  R.  others  from 
Augusta  by  Abbeville,  etc.,  in  addition  to  Hardee's  force  at  Ches- 
ter, where  Beaur'gd  was  at  last  advices. 

Opinion  is  growing  in  favor  of  new  negotiations  to  save  the 
wreck  of  our  affairs,  if  military  results  continue  adverse.  I  shall 
meet  some  friends  this  evening  on  that  topic. 

I  write  in  haste,  as  to  matters  of  confidence.  Please  observe  the 
proper  secrecy.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  sustain  the  war  till 
their  authorities.  Confederate  or  State,  determine  otherwise.  But 


^1  Jeremy  Forbis  Gilmer  (1818-1883),  a  native  of  Guilford  County,  was  a  brother 
of  John  A.  Gilmer.  He  graduated  from  West  Point  in  1839,  fourth  in  a  class  of  thirty- 
one.  From  1839  to  1861  when  he  resigned  as  a  captain,  Gilmer  taught  engineering  at 
West  Point,  served  in  the  iMexican  War,  and  engaged  in  harbor  fortification  and 
river  and  harbor  improvement.  He  became  a  Confederate  lieutenant  colonel  of 
engineers.  His  first  duty  was  as  chief  engineer  to  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  in  the  West. 
Wounded  at  Shiloh,  Gilmer  was  promoted  from  colonel  to  major  general  in  August, 
1863.  Meanwhile  he  had  served  as  chief  engineer  of  the  Department  of  Northern 
Virginia  and  from  this  position  had  been  elevated  to  chief  of  the  engineer  bmeau  of 
the  Confederate  War  Department.  He  later  assisted  in  planning  the  defenses  of 
Atlanta  and  Charleston,  emeiging  from  the  war  as  one  of  the  most  outstanding 
engineers  in  Confederate  service.  From  1867  until  his  death  in  1883  Gilmer  was 
president  of  the  Savannah  Gas  and  Light  Company.  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  105; 
Boatner,  Cwil  War  Dictionary,  343-344. 
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in  the  mean  time,  there  is  no  reason  for  inflamed  resolutions,  to 
do  what  may  be  found  impossible,  and  what  they  may  be  compelled 
to  retract. 

John  A.  Campbell  to  William  A.  Graham,  UNC 

War  Department, 
Feb.  24th.  1865. 

I  understand  the  position  of  Mr.  Lincoln  to  be,  that  he  will  not 
make  any  treaty  or  agreement  with  the  Confederate  States,  but 
only,  that  he  will  treat  or  confer  with  individuals  resisting  the  na- 
tional authority,  and  will  disclose  to  them  the  terms  on  which  he 
will  make  an  adjustment.  I  do  not  consider  that  this  position  of  his 
will  prevent  the  settlement  of  the  conditions. 

In  any  event,  the  action  of  Congress  (U.S.)  might  be  required  to 
carry  into  effect  the  stipulations,  &:  whether  these  are  informally 
agreed  to,  or  are  formally  made,  it  is  presumed,  will  not  make  a 
wide  difference  in  the  final  result. 

The  stipulations  that  the  President  can  settle  under  his  powers 
as  President,  it  is  material  to  consider. 

He  is  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army,  and  has  exercised 
a  large  share  of  power  as  such.  He  has  the  power  of  position  by  the 
Constitution,  and  the  Acts  of  Confiscation  provide  "that  the  Presi- 
dent may,  by  proclamation,  extend  to  persons  who  may  have  par- 
ticipated in  the  existing  rebellion  in  any  State  or  part  thereof, 
pardon  &:  amnesty  with  such  exceptions  &:  on  such  conditions  as  he 
may  deem  expedient  for  the  public  welfare." 

The  Act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  the  16  day  of  July 
1862  embodies  the  principal  of  the  provisions  that  have  been  made 
relative  to  confiscation 

This  act  provides  "that  to  ensure  the  speedy  termination  of  the 
present  rebellion,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  U.S. 
to  cause  the  seizure  of  all  the  estate  and  property  moneys  stocks 
credits  &:  effects  of  the  persons  mentioned,  &:  to  apply  the  same  and 
the  proceeds  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  Army," 

The  proceedings  are  to  be  in  rem  in  any  district  Court  of  the 
U.S.,  or  in  the  district  of  Columbia  ^  the  property  is  to  be  sold 
under  decrees  of  condemnation 

There  is  another  act  on  this  subject,  upon  captured  and  aban- 
doned property  "k  provides  for  its  sale  &:  and  that  the  party  inter- 
ested may  receive  the  proceeds  after  the  war  upon  proof  of  loyalty. 
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I  think  the  effect  of  the  amnesty  would  be  to  relieve  all  property 
from  the  operation  of  the  law  of  confiscation.  My  impression  is  that 
it  would  have  the  effect  to  destroy  the  judicial  sales  made  under  it. 
These  sales  were  made  before  any  conviction  Sc  without  service  of 
process  on  the  party  &:  it  is  difficult  to  realize  how  the  act  can  be 
supported  against  one  claimed  to  be  a  citizen,  Sc  whose  loyalty  is 
vouched  by  a  Presidential  pardon. 

2.  In  this  connection  all  fines  and  penalties  incurred  by  any 
violation  of  revenue  laws  would  have  to  be  considered  &  a  return 
of  arrears  of  taxes  and  duties. 

A  clause  in  the  act  of  7  June  1862  is  to  this  effect: 

That  the  title  of,  in  &  to  each  parcel  of  land  upon  which  said  tax 
has  not  been  paid  as  above  provided,  shall  thereupon  become  for- 
feited to  the  United  States,  and  upon  the  sale  hereafter,  shall  vest 
in  the  U.S.  or  in  the  purchasers  at  such  sale  in  fee  simple  free  and 
discharged  from  all  prior  liens  incumbrances  right  title  and  clear 
whatsoever. 

There  are  some  conditions  precedent  to  the  operation  of  this 
section  of  the  act,  which  perhaps  have  not  yet  been  fulfilled,  but 
another  section  imposes  a  lien  upon  the  lands  which  does  not 
depend  upon  any  condition. 

The  arrears  of  taxes  for  three  years,  &:  the  stringent  conditions  of 
the  act  will  occasion  the  forfeiture  of  a  large  amount  of  property 
for  taxes  if  the  collection  of  the  arrears  is  insisted  on. 

The  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  consists  of  acts  of 
Congress  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  district  of  Columbia, 
in  the  territories,  forts,  arsenals,  etc.,  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive 
slave  acts.  Besides  these  there  is  an  act  to  liberate  all  slaves  in  places 
captured  by  the  U.S.  &:  the  penal  provisions  of  several  of  the  acts 
of  Congress  provide  specially  for  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  of 
the  owner. 

Western  Virginia  was  admitted  to  the  Union  in  December  1862. 
It  purports  to  have  been  done  upon  the  consent  of  the  people  of 
that  section  k  of  the  legislature  of  the  State. 

In  a  number  of  the  States  the  public  lands  have  been  appropri- 
ated by  the  State, — as  Florida,  Alabama,  Missi.  Louisiana  &:  Arkan- 
sas &  in  others  a  portion  of  the  public  money  of  the  U.  S.  was  seized. 

I  suppose  that  arrangements  as  to  these  would  be  required. 

The  Commissioner  being  empowered  to  settle  the  terms  of  peace 
upon  the  recognition  of  the  National  Authority,  would  have  to 
consider  very  carefully  the  laws  that  have  been  made  since  July 

1,  1861. 
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Besides  these  arrangements  the  disbanding  of  the  Army;  the 
adjustment  of  the  public  debts,  the  disposition  of  the  public  prop- 
erty; the  admission  of  the  States  into  fellowship;  the  suppression  of 
governments  that  have  grown  up  during  the  war  8c  affairs  connected 
with  the  internal  policy  of  the  States  should  command  attention. 

I  cannot  see  myself  that  order  can  be  fully  restored,  without  a 
long  interval  between  the  decision  to  reconstruct  the  Union,  and 
the  consummation  of  that  act.  I  question  whether  this  will  be 
agreed  to,  but  wise  statesmanship  clearly  indicates  that  it  would  be 
better  that  this  should  be  adopted  as  the  mode  of  procedure. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham.        A&H 

Feb.  26th.  1865. 
My  Dear  Wife 

I  was  pleased  to  learn  that  the  bacon  had  arrived  from  the  plan- 
tation, and  when  it  shall  be  sufficiently  smoked,  I  think  you  had 
best  put  a  part  of  it  in  the  wash  house  loft,  as  I  suppose  there  is  not 
room  over  the  office.  I  hope,  however,  to  get  home  about  a  week 
hence,  and  be  able  to  give  some  assistance  as  to  it. 

There  is  a  deep  anxiety  here,  in  relation  to  the  situation  of  the 
country.  Sherman  at  last  accounts  was  going  towards  Cheraw,  hav- 
ing abandoned  the  route  towards  Charlotte.  Scofield  was  on  the 
West  of  the  Cape  Fear  opposite  Wil'g'tn.  Our  forces  in  S.C.  not 
yet  contacted,  Beauregard^^  [^  complained  of,  Gen'l  Gilmer  has 
been  sent  to  Charlotte,  Some  troops  from  Ten.  coming  in  to 
Char'te  from  Augusta. 

I  had  interview  with  the  Pres't  yesterday  on  the  condition  of 
affairs,  but  cannot  communicate  particulars.  He  seemed  frank  and 
confiding,  and  was  exceedingly  courteous.  But  he  is  not  wise,  and 
does  not  appreciate  the  situation. 

Gen'l  Lee  is  here  today,  and  I  hope  to  see  him  tomorrow.  I 
have  had  several  confidential  conversations  with  Judge  Campbell, 
who  is  the  most  judicious  man  connected  with  the  Gov't.  I  have 
also  seen  his  family  this  week.  Mrs.  Lay  is  gieatly  obliged  for  your 
care  of  her  furs.  T.  Goldthwaite''^  stays  with  them. 

^2  General  Pierre  Gustave  Toutant  Beauregard  (1819-1893),  of  Louisiana,  the 
"Hero  of  Sumter,"  was  seconcl-in-comniand  to  Joseph  E.  Johnston  in  the  Carolinas 
Campaign.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  54-55. 

^•"^  Thomas  Goldthwaite  (184.3-1869),  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  son  of  Elizabeth  Isabella 
Witherspoon  and  Judge  Henry  Barnes  Goldthwaite,  was  Graham's  great  nephew. 
Clark,  "Graham  Descendants." 
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After  being  three  times  rejected,  the  bill  to  make  soldiers  of 
slaves  is  likely  to  pass  under  instructions  to  the  Senators  from  Va. 
from  her  Legislature.  They  have  heretofore  opposed  it.  I  regard  it 
as  equivalent  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Confederacy. 

Many  members  of  Congress  are  leaving  for  their  homes.  Every 
thing  is  a  critical  state,  and  I  feel  bound  to  continue  till  the  end  of 
the  Session. 

James  wrote  me  yesterday,  and  sent  his  best  suit  of  uniform, 
desiring  it  to  be  taken  home.  He  is  denied  a  furlough,  none  being 
now  granted  to  officers.  A  young  man  of  the  Reg't  from  Greens- 
boro' tells  me,  to  my  regret,  that  the  men  did  not  behave  as  well 
as  usual  in  the  fight  at  Hatchie's  run.'^^  i  have  had  letters  also  from 
John  and  Rob't  since  their  return.  Both  are  well,  but  from  both 
Reg'ts  there  has  been  much  desertion  of  late. 

I  have  been  recently  at  the  houses  of  Mr.  McFarland^^  Pres't  of 
the  Bank  of  Va.  and  Mr.  Windham  Robertson^^  a  lawyer  and  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  from  the  City. 

I  received  a  letter  horn  Wm.  today,  and  will  endeavour  to  get 
the  shoes  for  Julia. 

If  you  do  not  receive  further  advices,  you  may  send  the  carriage 
for  me  on  Sunday  evening  next. 

The  excitements  here  are  such,  that  I  can  hardly  think  of  what 
I  would  write.  Much  towards  the  end  of  this  revolution  will 
depend  on  the  action  of  the  next  few  days. 

I  hope  Sherman  will  not  turn  again  up  the  Catawba,  and  that 
our  places  there  will  not  be  disturbed.  I  wrote  Wallace^^  and  Dr. 
Maclean''^  a  few  weeks  since. 


^^The  Battle  of  Hatcher's  Run,  or  Dabney's  Mills,  was  fought  February  5-7,  1865. 

^•''  William  H.  McFarland,  of  Richmond,  was  a  prominent  lawyer  antl  financier.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Confederate  Provisional  Congiess.  Tyler,  Virginia  Biography, 
HI, 42. 

76  YVyndham  Robertson  (1803-1888),  of  Richmond,  after  attending  William  and 
Mary  College,  become  a  lawyer  and  planter.  He  was  a  Whig  state  legislator  and 
governor.  A  Unionist,  he  opposed  both  secession  and  the  coercion  of  seceded  states. 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XVI,  .S0-3I . 

^^  A.  M.  Wallace  was  overseer  on  Graham's  Leeper  Plantation  which  was  located 
principally  in  the  York  District  of  South  Carolina,  with  a  small  section  being  located 
in  Gaston  County,  North  Carolina. 

^^  John  D.  Maclean  (1779-1870)  of  the  Point  section  of  south  Gaston  County,  across 
the  South  Fork  of  the  Catawba  River.  A  physician  and  planter,  Maclean,  the  son  of 
Dr.  William  and  Mary  Davitlson  Maclean  of  Lincoln  C^ounty,  was  Graham's  first 
cousin.  Although  Graham  had  a  resident  overseer  on  each  of  his  western  plantations, 
John  D.  Maclean  apparently  exercised  a  general  supervisory  authority  in  his  absence. 
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Memorial  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

from  the  Officers 
of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia'^^ 

Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
February  27th.,  1865. 

Sir, 

We,  the  Officers  of  the  North  Carolina  Troops,  at  this  time 
present  with  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  desire  to  represent 
to  you,  which  we  do  with  much  regret,  that  numerous  desertions 
are  now  occurring  among  the  troops  from  our  State,  and  many  of 
them  are  going  to  the  enemy. 

We  believe  that  the  spirit  of  discontent  among  our  soldiers  owes 
its  birth  and  growth  to  the  influences  of  those  of  our  citizens  at 
home,  who  by  evil  counsels,  and  by  fears,  have  been  made  to  de- 
spair of  the  success  of  our  cause,  and  are  constantly,  while  the 
soldiers  are  home  on  furloughs,  and  through  the  mails,  instilling 
into  them  opinions  which  too  often  culminate  in  desertion.  We  are 
led  to  this  conclusion  by  intercepted  letters,  addressed  to  those  who 
have  deserted. 

Persuaded  that  much  good  would  result  to  our  people  and  con- 
sequently to  the  army,  if  our  Senators  and  members  of  Congress 
woidd,  as  early  as  practicable,  go  among  our  people  with  words  of 
cheer,  encouraging  the  timid,  satisfying  the  discontented,  and 
suppressing  party  discords,  we  have  concluded  to  address  you  this 
memorial,  expressing  our  views  upon  a  subject  which  we  think  of 
vital  importance,  asking  that  you  will  communicate  them  to  your 
colleagues. 

To  you  personally,  we  desire  especially  to  appeal,  who  by  reason 
of  your  long  and  eminent  public  services,  and  the  great  confidence 
reposed  in  you  by  our  people,  can  more  than  any  other,  command 
their  sympathy,  to  go  among  them,  and  endeavor  to  unite  them 


William  L.  Sherrill,  Annals  of  Lincoln  County,  North  Carolina,  Containing  Interest- 
ing and  Authentic  Facts  of  Lincoln  County  History  Through  the  Years  1749  to  1937 
(Charlotte:  Observer  Printing  House,  1937),  59,  99-100,  hereinafter  cited  as  Sherrill, 
Annals  of  Lincoln  County;  Robert  F.  Cope  and  Manly  Wade  Wellman,  The  County 
of  Gaston:  Two  Centuries  of  a  North  Carolina  Region  (Charlotte:  Heritage  Printers, 
1961),  59,  hereinafter  cited  as  Cope  and  Wellman,  The  County  of  Gaston;  Davidson, 
Major  John  Davidson,  72-7'5. 

^^The  historical  value  of  this  list  of  North  Carolina  officei^  with   their  rank  and 
outfit  makes  its  inclusion  desirable. 
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again,  in  an  honest  and  hearty  support  of  our  cause,  thus  renewing 
in  our  soldiers  that  enthusiasm  and  pride  which  has  caused  them 
in  the  past  to  win  for  their  State  and  themselves,  an  undying  name. 
Believing  that  the  efforts  of  yourself  and  colleagues,  thus  exerted, 
would  under  the  blessings  of  God,  do  much  for  the  good  of  our 
Country,  we  most  heartily  unite  in  asking  that  they  may  be  used 
in  its  behalf. 

We  are,  Sir,  with  great  respect, 
Very  truly, 


Hon.  W.  A.  Graham, 
C.  S.  Senate. 


Wm.  MacRae, 

Brig.  Gen'l 
W.  C.  Lankford  Maj. 

47th  N.C. 
W.  Hal  Harrison,  Capt. 

Co.  J.  47th.  N.C. 
R.  H.  Faucette,  Capt. 

Co.  "K"  47th.  N.C. 
S.  W.  Mitchell,  Capt. 

"H" 
John  H.  1  horp,  Capt. 

Co.  "A" 
Jas.  J.  Harris,  Capt. 

Co.  "B" 
J.  W.  Jones,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  "J" 
T.  S.  Lasater,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  "H" 
rhomas  Westray,  Lt. 

Co.  A. 
C.  Hutchings,  Lt. 

Co.  C. 
E.  Eason,  Lt.  Col., 

52d.  N.C.  Reg. 
W.  H.  Lilly,  Smg. 

52d.  N.C.  Reg. 
Sam'l  S.  Lilly,  Capt. 

Co.  J. 
W.  W.  Carmichael,  Capt. 

Co.  "D  " 


E.  R.  Outlaw,  Capt. 

Co.  C,  11th,  N.C.T. 
Thos.  Parker  Capt. 

Co.  "B"  11th.  N.C. 
W.  J.  Kerr,  Capt. 

Co.  "E",  11th.  N.C.T 
}.  R.  Whitaker,  Lt. 

Co.  "G"  11th  N.C.I. 
J.  F.  Alexander  Lt. 

Co.  "E" 
R.  B.  Alexander,  Lt. 

Co.  "A"  11th.  N.C.I 
E.  A.  Martin,  Adj't 

11th.  N.C. 
J.  M.  Yancy,  Capt. 

Co.  "K"  11th.  N.C. 
Jas.  L.  Adams,  Lt.  Col. 

26th.  N.C.'L. 
Thos.  Lilly,  Capt. 

Co.  "K",  N.C.T. 
Thos.  J.  Curcton,  Capt. 

Co.  B.,  26th.,  N.C.T. 
A.  B.  Dunall.  Capt. 

Co.  A,  26th.  Reg't. 
A.  R.  Johnson,  Capt. 

Co.  G,  N.C.T. 
William  N.  Snelling,  Lt. 

Co.  D. 
E.  H.  McManus,  Lt. 

Co.  E,  26th.  N.C.T. 
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J.C.  Hill,  2nd.  Lt. 

Co.  "A" 
A.  F.  Hurly,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  A. 
Romulus  L.  Cox,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  "K" 
J.  M.  Alexander,  Capt. 

Co.  "A" 
Chas.  M.  Stedman,  Maj. 

44th.,  N.C.  Troops 
R.  C.  Brown,  Capt. 

Co.  "B",  44th.  N.C. 
A.J.Ellis,  2nd.  Lt. 

Co.  A.  44  Regiment,  N.C.T. 
J.  H.  Johnston,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  K,  44th.  N.C.  Reg't. 
J.  P.  McCombs,  Asst.  Surg. 

11th.  N.C. 


J.  A.  Polk,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  "K",  20th.  N.C.  Reg't. 
J.  A.  Bush,  2nd.  Lt. 

Co.  "J  ",  26th.  N.C.  Reg't. 
J.  H.  Robinson, 

A.  A.  A.  G. 
John  C.  Gatins,  Lt. 

Co.  "G" 
Thomas  H.  Norwood,  Capt. 

Co.  "H  ",44th.,  N.C.  Reg't. 
W.  P.  Oldham,  Capt. 

Co.  "K  ",44th.  Rett  N.C. 
A.  M.  Russell,  2nd  Lt. 

Co.  F,  44th.  Reg't  N.C. 
W.  J.  Martin  Col. 

11th.,  N.C. 


All  the  Officers  present 
have  signed  this  memorial. 

Ransom's  Brigade 


G.  Gratiott  Luke,  Lt.  Col. 

56th.,  N.C. 
J.  1  .  Johnson,  Col. 

35  N.C.T. 
M.  W.  Maupin, 

B.  G'l. 
Jas.  T.  Davis,  Lt.  Col. 

49th.  N.Ca.  Reg't. 
R.  E.  Petty,  Maj., 

35th.,  N.C.  Reg't. 
I .  D.  Love,  Major, 

24th.,  N.C.T. 
H.  M.  Rudedge,  Col. 

25th.,  N.C.  Reg't. 


Lee  M.  McAfee,  Col. 

49th.  N.C.T. 
Jno.  L.  Harris,  Lt.  Col. 

24th.,  Reg't,  N.C.T. 
P.  F.  Faison,  Col. 

56th.,  N.C.T. 
S.  B.  1  aylor,  Lt.  Col. 

35th.,  N.C.  Reg't. 
Jno.  W.  Graham,  Maj., 

56th.  N.C.T. 
C.  Drury,  Major,  &  Q.  Mr. 
E.  A.  I  home,  Q.  M.  Off. 


Johnston's  &  Lewis'  Brigade 


W.  G.  Lewis,  Brig.  Gen'l. 
W.  G.  McNeely,  Capt.  Sc  A.  Q.  M. 
W.  P.  Hill,  Capt.  IN.  C.  S. 
W.  W.  Beard,  A.  J.  G. 
J.  A.  McPherson,  Capt. 
Co.  E.  6th.  N.C. 


Drury  Lacy,  Jr.  A.  A.  A.  Gen. 
E.  H.  Brame,  Capt.  &  A.  Q.  M. 
Dossey  Battle,  A.  D.  C. 
Sam'l    McD.    Tate,    Lt.    Col.    6 
S.  P.  Brown,  Lt. 
Co.  E.  6th.  N.C. 


N.C. 
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Sam'l  C.  Vance,  Lt. 

Co.  E.  6th.  N.C. 
W.  S.  Clinton,  Lt. 

Co.  "C"  6th.  N.C.T. 
Martin  L.  Snipes,  Lt. 

6N.C.T.  Co.  D. 
Miles  H.  Hunter,  Captain 

57  N.C.  Reg't. 
Jos.  H.  Dickey,  Capt. 

57  N.C.  Reg't. 
T.  B.  Leslie,  Lt. 

57  N.C.  Reg't. 
R.  Z.  Kirby,  2nd.  Lt. 

54th.  N.C.  Reg't. 
E.  Smith,  Lt. 
Benj.  P.  Johnson,  Lt. 
W.  J.  Harris,  Adj.  Ag't. 
John  H.  Miller,  Lt. 
A.  M.  Johnson,  Lt.  Co.  H.  21st.,  N.C. 
T.  B.  Gentry,  Capt.  Co.  G. 
N.  Durant,  Lt.,  Co.  J. 
W.  R.  Martin,  Lt.  H. 
J.  W.  Angel,  Lt.  Co.  L. 
S.  E.  Miller,  Lt.  Co.  D.  21st.  N.C. 
S.  M.  Jessup,  Lt.  21st.  Reg't  N.C. 
Ed.  Coley,2Lt.  21st.  Reg't. 


Jno.  M.  Walton,  Cadet 

C.S.A. 
D.  C.  Gunter,  Lt. 

Co.  "J  "  6th.  N.C.T. 
Jno.  Beard,  Cap. 

57  N.C.  Reg't. 
W.J.  Edmondson,  Lt. 

57  N.C.  Reg't. 
P.  W.  Carpenter,  Capt. 

57  N.C.  Reg't. 
L.  A.  Paschall,  Capt. 

54th.  N.C.  Reg't. 
J.  Marshall  Williams,  Lt. 
J.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Lt. 
A.     H.     Martin,    Capt.     54th.,     N.C. 
H.  A.  Clement,  Lt. 
James  T.  Beall,  Maj.  21st.  N.C. 
S.  D.  Newsom,  Lt.  21st. 
John  E.  Gilmer,  Capt.  Co.  M. 
Johns.  Dick,  Lt.  M. 
W.  H.  Pell,  Lieut.  J. 
R.  A.  Barrow,  Capt.  Co.  D.  21  N.C. 
M.  C.  Moore,  Capt.  Co.  K.  21  N.C.T. 
Calvin  Crews,  Lieut.  21  Reg't 
W.  F.  Nelson,  Act'g  Adj't. 


Johnston's  Brigade 


John  W.  Lea,  Col. 

5th.  N.C. 
E.  T.  Nicholson,  Capt. 
J.  M.  Taylor,  Capt. 

5th.  N.C. 
}.  M.  Duguid,  Capt. 

5th.  N.C. 
M.  F.  Hunt,  1st. 

Co.  E  N.C. 
G.  W.  Hunt,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  E.  N.C. 
Jas.  W.  Lea,  2nd.  Lt. 

Co.  G.  N.C. 
R.  E.  West,  2nd  Lt. 

Co.  E.  N.C. 
Wm.  Richardson,  2nd.  Lt. 

Co.  C. 
1  homas  Badger,  2nd.  Lt. 

Co.  G. 


A.  F.  Spencer,  Capt. 
Co.  D.  N.C. 

B.  W.  Collins,  1st.  Lt.  Co.  C,  N.C. 
B.  F.  Logan,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  E,  N.C. 
M.  L.  Shearin,  2d.  Lt. 

Co.  J,  N.C. 
W.  B.  Fleming,  2d.  Lt. 

Co.  C,  N.C. 
W.  G.  Baldwin,  Capt. 

20  N.C. 
Henry  Coleman,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  C,  N.C. 
S.  J.  Alexander,  2d.  Lt. 

Co.  A.  20th.  N.C. 
E.  S.  Moon,  Adj't 

20th.  N.C.T. 
1\  F.  Loon,  Col. 

20th.  N.C.T. 
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Kemp  Plummer,  Capt. 

Co.  C.  12th. 
J.  H.  Caldwell,  Lt. 

Co.  "B",  20th  N.C. 
J.  H.  Dashiel,Lt. 
Co.  "G"  20th.  N.C. 
W.C.  Wall,  Capt. 

23rcl.  N.C.  I. 
A.  D.  Peace,  Capt. 

Co.  E23d.  N.C.T. 
S.  Y.  Everett,  Adj't 

23d.  N.C. 
Wm.  Harris,  Lt. 

Co.  E  23d.  N.C. 
R.  E.  Wilson,  Capt.  Com'g 

1st.  N.C.  Battalion. 

C.  A.  Shultz,  1st.  iA. 

Co.  B.  1st.  N.C.  Battalion. 

A.  W.  Woodruff,  Lt. 

Co.  A  1st.  N.C.  Battalion 
M.  W.  Sapp.  Lt. 

Co.  B  1st.  N.C.  Battalion. 

B.  J.  Paschall,  1st.  Lt. 

B.  12th.  N.C.  Battalion. 
W.  A.  Montgomery,  Lt. 

Co.  "F"  12th.  N.C.  Battalion. 
J.  D.  Devane,  Maj.  20th.  N.C. 
Chas.  McDonald.  A.  C.  S. 
J.  C.  Erwin,  Lt. 

Co.  K,  5  N.C.T. 

A.  H.  Houston,  Adj't  A. 
15th.  N.C.T. 

R.  P.  Jerome,  Capt. 
Co.  B,  N.C.T. 

D.  A.  Harcom,  Capt. 
Co.  C  15th.  N.C.T. 

H.  D.  Kearney,  1st.  Lt. 
Co.  E  N.C.T. 

B.  T.  Hart,  Lieut. 
Co.  J  15th.  N.C.T. 

E.  D.  Foxhall,  Capt. 
Co.  "J"  15th.  N.C.T. 

L.  S.  Thompson,  Lt. 

Co. H.  15 
James  M.  McLane,  1st.  It. 

Co.  B.  15 
E.  W.  Mcllvane,  Lt. 

Co.  E. 
N.  E.  Price,  Lt.  &  act.  adj't 

N.C.  Reg't. 
Jno.  M.  Waddill,  2d.  Lieut. 

46th.  N.C.  Reg't. 


O.  Williams,  Lt.  Co. 

Co.  "C"  20th.  N.C.T. 
S.  F.  Lawton,  Lt. 

Co.  F,  20th.  N.C. 
G.  B.  Bullock,  Capt. 

23rd.  N.C.T. 
J.  D.  Knott,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  J  23d.  N.C.T. 
J.  A.  Breedlove,  Capt. 

Co.  G  23d.  N.C.  1 .  -^ 

R.  N.Allison,  Lt. 

Co.  E  23d.  N.C. 
Jno.  R.  1  urnbull,  Capt. 

1st.  N.C.T 
D.  D.  Osborne,  2d.  Lt. 

Co.  A.  1st.  N.C.  Battalion. 
S.  Williamson,  2  Lt. 

Co.  B.  1st.  N.C.  Battalion. 
V.  N.  Masters,  Lt. 

Co.  A  1st.  N.C.  Battalion. 
J.  S.  Drake,  Capt. 

Co.  H.,  12th.  N.C.  Battalion. 
P.  Durham,  Capt. 

Co.  "E"  12th.  N.C.  Battalion. 
Jno.  C.  Harper,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  "H  "  12th.  N.C.  Battalion. 
Rich.  Harris,  A.  Q.  M. 
J.  F.  Powell,  Sr. 
Jno.  R.  Cooke,  Brig.  Gen'l. 
G.  W.  Hammond,  Lt.  Col. 

15th.  N.C.T. 
W.  H.  Parker,  Lieut. 

Co.  A.  N.C.T. 

J.  W.  Horton,  2nd.  Lt. 
Co.D.  N.C.T. 

D.  E.  Green,  Capt. 
Co.  F  15th.  N.C.T. 

E.  S.  Euless,  Capt. 
Co.  C  15th.  N.C.T. 

H.  L.  Spicer,  Serg't  act.  Lt. 

Lt.  Co.  K 
R.  Barnes,  Lt. 

Co.  F.  15 
J.  A.  Morris,  Lt. 

Co.  E 
N,  M.K.  M.  Null,  Maj. 

46th.  N.C.  Reg't. 

F.  M.  Wishart,  Capt. 
Co.  B,  N.C.  Reg't. 

R.  P.  Troy,  Capt. 
Co.  "G  ". 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham 


263 


R.  A.  Bost,  Capt.  Co.  "K". 
J.  R.  Heflin.Capt. 

Co.  E,  46N.C.T. 
S.  W.  Jones,  Capt. 

Co.  "C",  46  N.C.T. 
H.  R.  McKinney,  Capt. 

Co.  A.  46  N.C.T. 
N.  A.  McNeill,  2d.  Lieut. 

46  N.C.T. 
J.  A.  Spencer,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  F.  46th  N.C.T. 
Thos.  Owen  Bret,  2nd.  Lt. 

Co.  "J"  46  N.C.T. 
J.  A.  Sloan,  Capt. 

Co.  B.  27th  N.C.T. 

C.  Herring,  Capt. 
Co.  D.  27th.  N.C.T. 

T.  E.  Pittman,  Adj't 

Co.  "D".  27th.  N.C.T. 
E.  G.  Wooten,  Capt. 

Co.  "G"  27th.  N.C.T. 
B.  G.  Barnes,  1st.  Lieut. 

Co.  "K"  27th.  N.C.T. 
N.  L.  Whitley,  2nd.  Lieut. 

Co.  A.  N.C.T. 
A.  A.  Hill,  Lt.  Col. 

48th.  N.C.T. 
J.  F.  Heitman,  Capt. 

Co.  "K"  48th.  N.C.T. 
W.  H.  H.  Lawhon,  Capt. 

Co.  D  48  N.C.T. 

D.  C.  Perrel,  Lt. 
Co.  H  48  N.C.T. 

R.  J.  Howie,  Lt. 

48  N.C.T. 
T.  B.  Sherill,  Lt. 

Co.  C. 
Jno  T.  Peden,  Capt.  Com'd'g 

55th  Regt  N.C.T. 
J.  G.  Cannady,  Ass't  Surg'n 

55th.  N.C. 
R.  M.  Briggs,  2d.  Lt. 

Co.  "K"  55  N.C. 
Chas.  K.  Jones, 

55th.  N.C.T. 


J.  S.  Shuford,  2  Lieut. 
Jno.  J.  Walker,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  E,  46  N.C.T. 
L.  S.  Mabry,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  "C",  46  N.C.T. 
G.  Willcox,  Capt. 

Co.  H.  46  N.C.T. 
M.  M.  Teague,  Capt. 

Co.  F.  46th.  N.C.T. 
O.  Holmes,  Capt. 

Co.  "J"  46th.  N.C.T. 
Jos.C.  Webb,  Maj. 

27th.,  N.C.  Inf  ty 
L.  G.  Hunt,  As'st.  Surg. 

27th.  N.C.T. 
C.  Harper,  2nd.  Lt. 

Co.  "D".  27th.  N.C.T. 
J  as.  A.  Graham,  Capt. 

Co.  G  27th.  N.C.T. 
John  G.  Parker,  Lieut.  Com'g 

Co.  "A"  27th.  N.C.T. 
S.  A.  Whitley,  2d.  Lieut. 

Co.  "C'27th.  N.C.T. 
S.  H.  Walkup,Col. 

48th.  N.C.T. 
J.  R.  Winchester,  Adj't 

48th.  N.C.T. 
J.  W.  Bitting,  Capt. 

Co.  "K"  48th.  N.C.T. 
W.  O.  Sternes,  Capt. 

Co.  E  48  N.C.T. 
C.  W.  Shaw,  Lt. 

Co.  D48N.C.T. 
C.  Plyler,  Chap.  Regt 
W.  M.  Parks,  Lt. 

Co.  F.  48  N.C.T. 

B.  F.  Richardson,  Capt. 
Co.  F.  48  N.C.T. 

C.  M.  Cooke,  Lt 
55th.  N.C.T. 

B.  F.  Briggs,  Capt. 

Co.  "A"  55  N.C. 
J.  B.  Cabaniss,  2d.  Lt. 

Co.  D  55  N.C. 
P.  R.  Elam,  2d.  Lt. 

Co.  C  55th.  N.C.T. 


Scales'  Brigade 


A.  M.  Scales,  Brig.  Gen'l. 
A.  D.  Montgomery,  A.  D.  C. 
H.  L.  Spicer  C.  S. 


R.  B.  Henderson,  A.  A.  Gen'l. 
G.  F.  Bason,  Lt.  &  Ord.  Off. 
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13th.  N.C.T. 


E.  B.  Withers.  Lt.  Col. 

W.  G.  Stephens,  Ass't.  Surg. 

C.  E,  Grier,  Adj't 

H.  S.  Guerrant,  Capt. 

J.  Rich.  Ireland,  2  Lieut. 

J.  P.  Rainey,  1st.  Lt.  Co.  "C" 

Robert  A.  Williams,  1st.  Lt. 

T.  C.  Evans,  Capt. 

John  W.  Allen, 2d.  Lt. 


R.  L.  Moir,  Capt. 
G.  D.  Bason,  Capt. 
G.  L.  Brown,  Capt. 
Frank  Williams,  Capt. 
Wm.  G.  Thompson,  2  Lt. 
W.  M.  Andrews,  2d.  Lt. 
J.  Roessler,  1st.  Lt. 
D.  S.  Lockett,  2d.  Lt. 


38th.  N.C.T. 


John  Ashford,  Col. 

G.  W.  Flowers,  Lt.  Col. 

J.  Y.  Wilson,  Major. 

Alsa  J.  Brown,  Capt. 

R.  M.  Middleton,  1st.  Lieut. 

C.  C.  Ingram,  2nd.  Lieut. 

J.  U.  Benton,  1st.  Lieut. 

John  F.  McArthur,  2d.  Lieut. 


T.  S.  Galloway,  Col. 
W.  S.  Mitchell,  Lt.  Col. 
G.  V.  Lamb,  Capt. 
R.  M.  Winbourne,  Lt. 
G.  H.  Gasdin,  Capt. 
J.  M.  Johnson,  Capt. 


John  M.  Robinson,  Capt, 
Wm.  E.  Faison,  1st.  Lt. 
O.  L.  Chesnutt,  Capt. 
J.  N.  Williamson,  1st.  Lt. 
Thos.  F.  Murdock,  2nd.  Lt. 
E.  M.  Cooke,  2d.  Lieut. 
J.  A.  Darden,  2d.  Lt. 
W.  R.  Carrington,  Lt. 
D.  M.  Mclntire,  Adj't 


22d.  N.C.  Regiment 


J.  B.  Clark,  1st.  Lt. 
C.  H.  Welborn,  2  Lt. 
A.J.  Busic,  2  Lt. 
E.  J.  Dobson,  Capt. 
C.  L.  Siler,  Capt. 
J.  M.  Robbins,  Lt. 


16th.  N.C.  Troops 


A.  S.  Cloud,  Lt.  Col. 

S.  R.  Hensley,  Adj't. 

W.  A.  Stowe,  Col.  16th.  N.C. 

E.  Rudasill,  Ensign 

J.  W.  Mills,  1st.  Lt. 

J.  H.  Fletcher,  2d.  Lt. 

M.  L.Wells,  1st.  Lt. 

J.  A.  Davenport,  2d'.  Lt.  Co.  M. 

H.  F.  White,  2d.  Lt.  Co.  M. 


J.  C.  Alexander,  Lt.  Col. 

G.  H.  Mills,  Lt.  Col. 

G.  Y.  Watson,  Chaplain. 

A.  L.  Rayler,  Capt. 

L.  Blackwell,  Capt. 

J.  M.  Ingle.  Lt.  Co.  F. 

C.  M.  McLoud,  Capt.  Co.  H 

W.  J.  Eddny,  1st.  Lt.  Co.  C 

N.  j.  Bryson,  2d.  Lt.  Co.  C 


G.  M.  Norment,  Major 
J.  Hogue,  1st.  Lieut. 
James  Koon,  Capt. 
W.  McK.  Mittag,  2d.  Lt. 


34  N.C.  Reg't. 


J.  A.  Roberts,  Capt.  Co.  H.  N.C.T 
W.  P.  Beam,  Capt. 
Thos.  P.  Philips,  Lt.  "C  "  N.C.T. 
Henry  Jenkins,  1st.  Lt.  34  N.C.T. 
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J.  C.  Todd,  2d.  Lt. 
M.  H.  Gillon,  1st.  Lt. 
S.  B.  Bradley,  1st.  Lt. 


G.  A.  Atwell,  Capt. 
W.  B.  Lowrance,  Capt. 


Lane's  Brigade 
18th.  N.C.  Troops 


John  W.  McGill,  Lt.  Col. 
T.  J.  Wooten,  Major. 
W.  H.  McLaurin,  Adj't. 
S.  H.  Long,  Capt.  Co.  C 
Owen  Smith,  1st.  Lt.  Co.  "C" 
C.  C.  Gibson,  2d.  Lt.  com'g  H. 
John  M.  Whitted,  2d.  Lt.  Co.  G 
Benj.  F.  White,  2d.  Lt.  Co.  "J" 


James.  H.  Lane,  Brig.  Gen'l. 

Jno.  D.  Barry,  Col. 

E.J.  Hale,Jr.,A.A.  Gen'l. 

William  M.  Fetter,  2d.  Lt.  Co.  "C 

John  J.  Poisson,  Capt.  Co.  "G" 

Alex.  Lewis,  2d.  Lt.  Co.  H. 

Wm.  O.  Robeson,  2d.  Lt.  Co.  "B" 


Seventh  N.C.  Troops 


J.  M.  W.  Alexander,  1st.  Lt. 

Company  "H  "  7th.  N.C.T. 
A.  M.  Walker,  2d.  Lieut. 

Co.  "K"  7th.  N.C.T. 


All  the  Officers  Present 


33d.  N.C.  Reg't. 


Jas.  A.  Weston,  Major. 
Spier  Whitaker,  Adj't. 
Geo.  H.  Snow,  1st.  Lt.  Co.  H. 
F.  B.  Craige,  1st.  Lt.  Co.  C. 
A.  B.  Howard,  2nd.  Lt.  Co.  C. 
L.  A.  Gaston,  Lt.  Co.  "J" 


J.  W.  Tate,  2d.  Lt.  Co.  F. 
Phil  H.  Sasser,  Lt.  Co.  "A  " 
Jno.  J.  Rencher,  Lt.  Co.  H. 
George  W.  Sanderlin,  Capt.  Co.  "E' 
Riddick  Catling,  Jr.  Cap.  Co.  "H" 


28th.  N.C.  Troops 


G.  W.  McCauley,  Capt 

R.A.White,  1st.  Lt. 

M.  A.  Lowe,  1st.  Lt. 

M.  M.  Thronebury,  2d.  Lue.t 


D.  F.  Morrow,  1st.  Lt. 
A.  W.  Stone,  Capt. 
M.  A.  Thornburg,  1st.  Lt. 
H.  A.  Parker,  1st.  Lieut. 


37th.  N.C.  Troops 


J.  L.  Bost,  Maj. 
John  B.  Petty,  Capt. 
Wm.  W.  Glenn,  2d.  Lt. 
C.  A.  Greer,  2d.  Lt. 
J.  J.  Ormand,  2d.  Lt. 
Joseph  L.  Englehard, 

A.A.G.  Wilcox's  Lt.  Div. 
H.  A.  Brown,  Col. 

1st.  Reg't  N.C.  Troops. 
F.  L.  London,  Capt.  &  A.A.G. 
W.  O.  Green,  Lt. 
W.  W.  Wharton,  Capt. 


Jno.  D.  Brown,  Capt. 
Felix  Tankersley,  1st.  Lt. 
R.  M.  Staley,  1st.  Lt. 
A.  F.  Yandle,  2nd.  Lieut. 
L.  H.  Hunt,  Maj.&  A.A.G. 

Wilcox'  Div. 
Bryan  Grimes,  Brig.  Gen'l. 
D.  G.  Coward,  Col.  Com'd'g 

Grimes'  Brig. 
J.  L.  Finley,Capt.&Qr.  M. 
J.  R.  Winston,  Col.  Com'd'g 

45th.  N.C.T. 
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J.  Glenn  Jeffreys,  2nd.  Lt. 
Co.  "J"  46th.  N.C.  Reg't. 

A.  W.  Watkins,  Lt.  Com'd'g 
Co.  H.  45th.  N.C.  Reg't. 

E.  P.  Hines,  Lt. 

Co.    F  " 
J.  Frank  Erwin,  1st.  Lt. 

Co.  K. 
Hampton  Beverly,  Capt. 

Co.  H,  43rd.,  N.C.  Reg't. 

B.  F.  Moore,  1st  Lt. 
Co.  H,  43rd.  N.C. 

James  H.  Colton,  Chap'n 

53rd.  N.C. 
J.  S.  Whitaker,  Lt. 

Co.  D.  43rd.  N.C. 
S.  D.  Farrier,  Lieut. 

Co.  A  45  th. 
W.  R.  Murray,  Adj't 

53rd.  Reg't. 
J.  S.  Richardson,  Capt. 

Co.  C.  53rd. 
Alexander  Ray,  Capt. 

Co.  D.  53rd. 
J.  H.  1  omlinson,  Capt. 

Co.  K.  53rd. 
T.C.  Miller,  1st.  Lt. 
L.  M.  Hill,  Surg. 

53rd.  N.C.T. 
J.  W.  Coker,  Capt. 

Co.  C.  32nd.  Reg't  N.C.  Troops. 
J.  L.  Furgurson.  3rd.  Lt. 

Co.  C.  32nd.  Reg.  N.C.T. 
J.  R.  Ottley,  Adjutant, 

32nd.  Reg't. 
J.  H.  Mitchell,  2d.  Lt. 

Co.  G.  32  N.C. 
W.  H.  H.  Tyson,  Capt. 

Co.  "J  "32nd.  N.C.T. 


J.  B.  York,  1st.  Lieut.  Com'd'g 

Co.  D.  45th.  N.C.  Reg't. 
E.  H.  Daniel,  Lt. 

Co.  H. 
J.  H.  Lindsey  -  Adj't  - 

45th. 
B.  B.  Singletary,  Ass't  Surg. 

45th. 
Alfred  Bridgers,  Capt. 

Co.  G.  43rd.  N.C. 

E.  A.  1  hompson.  Chaplain 
43rd.  N.C. 

Cary  Whitaker,  Capt. 

Co.  D.  43rd.  N.C. 
T.  J.  Bostick,  Lieut.  Com'd'g 

43rd.  N.C. 
J.  Morehead,  Jr.,  Col. 

53rd. 
J.  M.  Sutton,  Capt. 

Co.  A.  53rd. 
J.  S.  Leach,  Capt. 

Co.  C.  53rd. 
A.  G.  Albright,  Capt. 

Co.  F.  53id. 
J.  F.  Filer,  Capt. 

Co.  K.  53rd. 
T.  C.  Land,  2d.  Lt. 

Co.  "K  ".  53rd.  N.C. 
J.  W.  Rierson,  Maj. 

53rd.  Reg't. 
Jon.  F.  Davis,  2d.  Lt. 

Comp.  C.  32 
}.  W.  Miles,  1st.  Lieut. 

Co.  "D"  32nd.  Reg't. 
P.  C.  Shuford,  2Lt.^ 

Co.  E.  32nd  N.C.T. 

F.  M.  Tayloe,  2d.  Lt. 
Co.  G.  32  N.C. 

John  H.  Fhomas,  Com'd'g 
Co.  A.  32  N.C.  F. 


We  heartily  approve  of  the  views  expressed  in  the  foregoing 
memorial,  and  earnestly  trust  that  our  Representatives  may  be 
enabled  to  comply  with  its  suggestions.  In  addition,  we  will  add 
that  we  are  persuaded  that  an  additional  cause  of  discontent  and 
dissatisfaction  arises  from  a  want  of  reorganization  and  discipline, 
which  has  been  delayed  by  promises  of  consolidation,  which  has 
caused  a  feeling  of  uncertainty  to  exist  among  our  troops.  We 
therefore  respectfully  request  to  know  as  speedily  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient,  what  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  that  measure. 
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Wm.  R.  Cox.  Brig.  Gen'l. 

Wm.  M.  Parsley,  Lt.  Col.  Comm'd'g  1st.  Sc  3rd  No.  Ca.  Infantry 

W.  1  .  Ennett,  Maj.  3d.  No.  Ca.  I 

Fred  S.  Moore,  Capt.  Co.  "E" 

Jas.  I.  Metts,  Capt.  Co.  G.  3d. 

W.  H.  Thompson,  Capt.  Co.  C.  1st.  N.C. 

K.  B.  Powers,  Capt.  Co.  K  3d.  N.C. 

J.  H.  Albritton,  Capt.  Co.  A.  3d.  N.C. 

Thomas  D.  Boone,  Capt.  Co.  '  F"  1st.  N.C. 

A.  J.  Castine,  1st.  Lieut.  Co.  "K"  3d.  N.C.T. 
Thos.  H.  Mclntire,  Lt.  Co.  '  F "  1st.  N.C.T. 
G.  M.  Ormsby,  Lt.  "K"  3d.  N.C.  Infy 

T.  N.  Bishop,  Lt.  "E"  1st.  N.C.  Infantry 

French  Strange,  Adj't  1st.  N.C.I. 

W.  A.  Johnston,  Lt.  Col.  14th.  N.C.T. 

Jo.  Jones,  Capt.  "K"  Co.  14th.  N.C.T. 

W.  1 .  Jenkins,  Capt.  Co.  "A"  14th.  N.C.  Troops. 

G.  W.  Leftwich,  Lt.  Co.  "G"  14th.  N.C.  I . 

J.  L.  Mitchell,  Lt.  Co.  E 

M.  H.  Cross,  2d.  Lt.  Co.  "B". 

D.  W.  McGregor,  Lt.  Co.  "C" 

J.  Y.  Rogers,  Com'g  14  N.C.T. 

J  no.  B.  Brown,  Capt.  B  Co.  3rd. 

J.  1  urner  Scales,  Maj.  2  N.C.T. 

R.  H.  Jones,  Lt.  Co.  "G"  act.  adj. 

G.  Fulghum,  Lt.  Co.  "B"  N.C.T. 

W.  E.  Yelverton,  Lt.  Co.  "B"  N.C.T. 

L.  B.  Boyette,  Lt.  Co.  B  N.C.T. 

W.  J.  Street,  Lt.  Co.  "K"  N.C.I . 

B.  W.  Cobb,  1st.  Lt.  Co.  "H"  N.C.T. 
J.  M.  Hobson,  2d.  Lt.  Co.  "E  '  N.C.T. 
J.  B.  Norcum,  Capt.  Co.  H.  4th.  N.C.T. 
T.  G.  Lee,  Capt.  Co.  "D  "  4th.  N.C.I . 

I.  A.  Cowan,  1st.  Lt.  Co.  "B"  4th.  N.C.T. 
M.  L.  Bean,  1st.  Lt.  "K  "  Co.  4th.  N.C.T. 
S.  A.  Claywell,  2d.  Lt.  Co.  "C"  4th.  N.C.T. 
Jno.  D.  Wells,  2d.  Lt.  Co.  F.  4  N.C.  Reg't. 

C.  A.  Guppy,  2d.  Lt.  Co.  "G"  4  N.C.T. 

M.  D.  Kennedy,  2d.  Lieut.  Co.  "H"  4  N.C. 
J.  C.  McMillan,  Capt.  Co.  "E",  30th.  N.C.T. 

D.  C.  Allen,  Capt.  30th.  N.C.T. 
J.  W.  Badger,  Capt.  30th.  N.C.1\ 
J.  J.  Johnson,  Lieut.  30  N.C.T. 

S.  B.  Newton,  Lieut.  30  N.C.  Reg't. 
Jno.  S.  Fulford,  Lieut.  30th  N.C.T. 
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William  A.  Graham  to  Isaac  M.  St.John^^  UNC 

Richmond, 

February  28th.,  1865. 

Sir: 

I  transmit  for  your  perusal,  a  letter  of  W.  D.  Pearsall,  a  highly 
worthy  &:  intelligent  gentleman,  of  Kenansville,  Duplin  Co.,  N.C., 
representing  certain  grievances  suffered  by  citizens  of  that  County, 
from  the  manner  of  impressing  provisions,  by  officers  of  your  de- 
partment, without  just  compensation. 

Be  pleased  to  cause  inquiry  to  be  made,  Sc  justice  done  in  the 
premises. 

[Enclosure] 
W.  D.  Pearsall  to  William  A.  Graham 

Kenansville, 

February  21st.,  1865. 

Sir: 

At  the  request  of  a  number  of  "Bonded  Men,"  of  Duplin  &: 
Sampson  Counties,  1  write  you  in  their  behalf.  These  men,  a  V2 
dozen  in  number,  having  given  bonds  to  deliver  a  certain  quantity 
of  Bacon  %c  Beef  to  the  Gov't,  &  to  sell  all  their  surplus  grain, 
either  to  the  Gov't  or  soldier's  families,  at  prices  fixed  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Appraisement  for  the  State,  complain  that  the  Post 
Commissary  at  this  place,  under  instructions  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, did,  in  the  month  of  Dec.  last,  advertise  to  all  farmers  in 
these  Counties  to  bring  in  their  produce  &  they  should  receive 
local  prices  therefor. 


^^  Isaac  Munroe  St.  John  (1827-1880),  a  native  of  Georgia,  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  North,  graduating  from  Yale  in  1845.  He  was  a  journalist  and  civil  engineer 
before  the  war.  First  associated  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  from  1855  to 
1861,  he  worked  on  the  Blue  Ridge  Railroad  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  He 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Fort  Hill  Guards  of  South  Carolina  but  soon  became 
John  B.  Magruder's  chief  engineer  in  fortifying  the  peninsula.  In  October,  1862,  St. 
John  became  major  of  artillery  and  chief  of  the  Mining  and  Nitre  Bureau.  After  two 
additional  promotions,  he  became  brigadier  general  and,  superceding  Lucius  Bel- 
linger Northrop,  commissary  general.  His  service  to  the  Confederacy  in  producing 
batlly  needed  ordnance  supplies  was  invaluable.  After  the  war  St.  John  engaged  in 
railroading,  engineering,  and  mining  in  Kentucky.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary, 
716-717;  Warner,  Generals  in  Gray,  267-268. 
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A  Board  of  local  appraisers  was  convened  by  said  Commissary, 
who  advanced  the  price  of  corn  from  $5,  (which  was  the  price 
established  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  State)  to  $20  per  bushel. 
Of  bacon  from  $2.75  to  $5  per  pound,  of  Beef  from  $1  to  $2  per 
pound,  Sc  that  they  were  informed  by  said  Commissary  that  they, 
too,  would  be  allowed  the  advanced  price.  Under  this  action  of  the 
Gov't  agent,  these  complainants  did  deliver  grain  Sc  provisions  to 
the  Post  Commissary  at  Kenansville,  Sc  after  so  doing,  he  has 
refused  to  pay  any  thing  over  the  old  schedule  prices,  which  is  only 
1/4  of  what  he  has  paid  to  others  for  corn,  &  about  i/4  of  the  sum 
paid  to  others  for  meats. 

Complainants  admit  that  they  had  been  detailed  as  Agricultural- 
ists under  their  bonds,  &  that  by  their  bonds  they  were  only  en- 
titled to  schedule  prices.  Yet,  the  Gov't  having  set  that  schedule 
aside,  and  substituted  another,  they  think,  in  all  justice,  that  they 
ought  to  be  placed  on  equal  footing  with  the  balance  of  their 
Countrymen,  k  especially  so  from  the  fact  that  all  articles  of  mer- 
chandise, of  Mechanical  labor,  etc.,  are  priced  in  proportion  to  the 
price  of  provisions.  In  fact,  this  is  now  made  the  Standard — even 
Physicians,  School  teachers  and  every  one,  advance  their  charges 
with  the  price  of  provisions,  &:  the  Gov't  having  thus  advanced  the 
price  of  every  thing  else,  as  well  as  that  of  provisions,  it  is  a  hardship 
on  the  Bonded  Men  to  compel  them  to  abide  by  a  contract  which 
has  been  set  aside  by  the  Gov't  itself,  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

These  Complainants  think  they  have  an  equitable  claim  to  such 
prices  as  the  Gov't  pays  to  their  neighbors,  at  least  to  such  surplus 
as  they  may  have  after  delivering  the  quantity  of  meat  specified 
in  their  Bonds. 

If  you  think  it  right,  Sc  will  intercede  with  the  Sec.  of  War,  Sc 
will  then  procure  an  order  &:  forward  the  same  to  me,  &:  not  to  the 
Post  Commissary  here,  authorizing  him  to  pay  the  Bonded  Men 
the  same  price  he  pays  other  farmers,  I  will  see  that  you  be  paid  a 
reasonable  fee  for  your  trouble,  not  less  than  $1000.  If  the  order  is 
sent  directly  to  the  Commissary,  the  Complainants  may  think  they 
are  under  no  obligation  to  private  individuals,  &:  so  refuse  to  pay. 
But  if  sent  to  me,  I  will  place  it  in  their  hands,  &:  collect  the  fee. 

You  have  but  a  slight  knowledge  of  me.  I  am  aged  man,  beyond 
conscription.  Am  known  to  Senator  Dortch,  W.  K.  Lane,^!  Hon. 
O.  R.  Kenan, ^2  ^tc,  to  whom  I  refer  you. 


^1  William  K.  Lane,  of  Wayne  County,  was  a  state  senator  in  1858,  1860,  and  1862. 
Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,  849. 

^2  Owen  Rand  Kenan,  of  Duplin  County,  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  1834,  1835,  and  1836.  He  also  served  in  the  Confederate  House  of  Representatives 
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Resolution  for  Peace^^ 
1865 

Resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  advise  the  President,  to  open  com- 
munications with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  ascer- 
tain upon  what  terms  and  conditions  the  existing  war  may  be  ter- 
minated, provided  the  several  States  constituting  this  Confederacy 
shall  consent  to  readopt  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
and  that  the  President  be  requested  to  transmit  such  information, 
when  obtained,  to  the  Senate,  if  in  Session,  and  if  not  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  several  States. 

William  A.  Graham  to  A&H 

Susaji  Washingtofi  Graham, 

Richmond, 

March  4th,  1865 

My  Dear  Wife 

I  write  this  in  haste  by  Mr.  Bridgers,  who  expects  to  be  in  Hills- 
bo  ro'  and  has  a  daughter  there  at  school. 

James  came  over  yesterday  from  Pet'bg  to  see  me,  and  will  re- 
main till  tomorrow.  He  is  looking  pretty  well  Sc  has  some  appe- 
tite. Mr.  Gilmer  and  myself  entertain  him  at  our  bachelor 
quarters. 

Many  prisoners  are  arriving  from  the  north — among  them 
Robt.  Davidson,84  ^on  of  Brevard,  Capt.  Jo.  Davis^^  of  Franklin, 

from   February,   1862,  to  February,   1864.  He  died   in   Kenansville  in    1887.  Connor, 
North  Carolina  Mariiial,  1913,  595-596;  Marcus  J.  Wright,  comp..  General  Officers  of 
the  Confederate  Army  (New  York:  Neale  Publishing  Company,  1911),  170,  hereinafter 
cited  as  Wright,  General  Officers  of  the  Confederate  Army. 

^^  Although  a  survey  o{  the  foiirnals  of  the  Confederate  Congress  does  not  disclose 
any  such  Graham-sponsored  resolution,  he  favored  a  negotiated  peace  with  inde- 
pendence if  possible.  However,  he  was  apparently  willing  to  settle  for  less.  See 
Yearns,  Confederate  Congress,  178-18'^. 

^4  Robert  Davidson  was  the  son  of  Adam  Brevard  Davidson  and  Graham's  second 
cousin.  Davidson,  Major  John  Davidspn,  75,  78. 

^•''Joseph  Jonathan  Davis  (1828-1892),  was  a  native  of  Franklin  County  who  at- 
tended Wake  Forest  antl  William  and  Mary  colleges,  and  then  graduatetl  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  in  1850,  having  studied  law  untler  Judge  William  Horn 
Battle.  He  practiced  in  Oxford  before  settling  permanently  at  Louisburg.  During 
the  Civil  War,  Davis  was  a  captain  in  the  Forty-seventh  North  Caiolina  Regiment. 
Captured  at  Gettysburg,  he  was  imprisoned  at  Fort  Delaware  and  Johnson's  Island. 
At  the  latter  place  he  established  a  law  school  among  the  prisoners  so  that  their 
time  might  pass  profitably.  Davis  was  a  state  legislator,  1868-1870;  Democratic  con- 
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etc.  The  excitements  here  increase.  Gen'l  Early  was  defeated  and 
captured  yesterday  near  Charlottesville  by  Sheridan — the  news- 
papers are  requested  not  to  mention  it.  No  late  news  of  Sherman — 
was  skirmishing  near  Cheraw  at  last  accounts. 

Congress  having  failed  to  adjourn  as  soon  as  I  expected,  I  can- 
not be  at  home  on  Sunday.  I  hope  now  there  will  be  an  adjourn- 
ment next  Wednesday,  and  that  I  may  be  at  home  the  latter  part 
of  the  week. 

I  have  realized  the  drafts  I  have  been  some  time  expecting,  and 
can  spare  James  what  he  needs.  He  saw  John  yesterday.  He  and 
Robt.  were  well. 

With  my  love  to  all 

Ever  Affectionately  Yours 

Jonathan  Worth  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Treasury  Dept., 
Raleigh, 

March  7th,  1865. 

On  the  20th.  ult.  Mr.  Trenholm  wrote  me  he  had  ordered  a 
dft  of  $1,000,000  on  the  Depository  here  to  be  sent  to  me,  in  part 
of  the  amount  of  the  late  appropriation  in  favor  of  this  State. 
The  drft  has  not  come  to  hand.  ...  It  is  in  keeping  with  all  the 
conduct  of  the  Gov't  towards  this  State.  I  have  written  today  to 
Mr.  Trenholm,  but  have  no  hope  that  my  letter  will  receive  any 
substantial  attention. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  so  apparent  that  we  can  hope  nothing  from 
our  arms,  that  I  am  astonished  that  the  Government  persists  in 
making  a  show  of  fight,  which,  without  a  miracle,  can  residt  only 
in  a  further  destruction  of  life  and  property.  This  State  is  sub- 
jugated, and  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  whole  country  is.  Surely 
something  might  be  saved  from  the  wreck. 

I  am  doing  my  best  to  secure  the  valuables  in  my  charge.  I 
have  recommended  to  the  Com'rs  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the 
Literary  board  the  making  of  several  Inventories  of  the  State 
bonds  belonging  to  these  boards,  and  leaving  one  with  each  of 
the  Com'rs  and  then  burning  them.  1  propose  also  to  burn  all  the 


gressman,  1875-1881;  and  a  respected  justice  of  the  North  Carolina  Supreme  Court. 
1887-1892.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  786;  National  Cyclopaedia  of  Ameri- 
can Biography,  VII,  484-485. 
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N.C.  Treasury  notes,  having  the  officers  of  the  Banks  and  the 
Comptrollers  to  certify  the  am't  burned. 

With  the  residue  of  the  most  valuable  effects,  1  shall  fly  where 
the  Gov.  may  direct,  as  required  by  your  act  of  Assembly  passed 
in  secret  session  two  years  ago. 

Individually,  I  think  the  greatest  security  to  the  Capital  and 
the  many  valuables  which  must  be  left,  would  require  all  the 
Civil  officers  in  the  Capital  to  remain  at  their  posts,  and  ask  pro- 
tection of  the  effects  under  their  charge  and  of  the  building,  from 
the  commanding  officer  capturing  or  occupying  it. 

Very  truly 
Yours 

[P.S.]  Robbery  in  many  of  the  Counties  is  an  every  day  occur- 
rence. A  day  or  two  ago,  a  large  party  went  to  the  residence  of  our 
dec'd  friend,  I.  H.  Foust,^^  shut  up  his  wife  and  daughter,  burst 
open  his  safe,  and  stole  some  |10,000  in  money,  of  which  $1000 
was  Specie,  and  about  a  like  am't  Bank  notes.  They  also  stole 
sugar  and  other  valuables. 

They  also  broke  into  and  robbed  one  of  the  factories. 

William  A.  Graham  to  A&H 

Susan  Washington  Graham, 

Richmond, 

March  8th,  1865. 

My  dear  Wife 

1  hope  to  leave  Richmond  tomorrow  evening,  and  to  reach 
home  within  24  hours  after  this  reaches  you. 

Nothing  of  much  interest  has  occurred  since  my  last,  except  the 
passage  of  a  Bill  to  receive  into  the  Military  service,  with  the 
consent  of  the  owner,  one  fourth  of  the  male  slaves  between  18 
and  45  years  of  age. 

No  news  of  the  enemy  except  that  a  column  of  Sherman's  army 
was  at  Wadesboro,  N.C.  last  Sunday  night.  Johnston  was  con- 
centrating our  forces  at  Fayetteville.  Another  report  is,  that 
Sherman  was  moving  towards  Greensboro'.  Sheridan  was  on  the 


^^  Isaac  Henry  Foust,  of  Randolph  County,  whose  death  had  occurred  shortly  be- 
fore the  writing  of  this  letter,  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1860. 
Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913, 11\. 
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South  side  of  James  River,  and  it  is  not  known  what  point  he  may 
strike  for  there. 

John  Taylor  Woo(P'^  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Richmond, 

March  8th,  1865. 

The  President  would  be  glad  to  see  you  at  your  earliest 
convenience. 

William  A.  Graham,  to  A&H 

Susayi  Washirigton  Graham 

Richmond, 

March  10th,  1865. 

My  dear  Wife 

I  had  made  all  my  preparations  to  leave  Richmond  this  evening 
for  home:  but  a  message  has  been  received  from  the  President, 
desiring  Congress  to  remain  in  session  a  few  days  longer,  as  he  had 
important  communications  to  make.  I  therefore  shall  be  detained 
here  I  know  not  how  long.  Many  members  have  already  left,  and 
there  is  not  much  more  than  a  quorum  in  either  House.  But  in 
this  important  crisis,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  go.  Being  the  sole 
representative  of  the  State,  present  in  the  Senate  (my  colleague 
having  returned  home  two  weeks  since;  and  charged  therefore  in 
that  body  with  all  her  interests,  as  well  as  bearing  a  part  in  public 
counsels,  which  affect  eleven  other  States,  in  the  great  issues  now 


87  John  Taylor  Wood  (1830-1904)  was  a  native  of  Iowa  Territory  (now  Minnesota). 
His  father  was  an  army  surgeon  and  his  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Zachary  Taylor. 
After  a  brief  stay  at  the  naval  academy,  Wood  was  at  sea  from  1847  to  1850,  but  he 
returned  to  Annapolis  and  was  graduated  in  1853,  ranking  second  in  his  class.  He 
resigned  in  April,  1861,  and  in  October  was  appointetl  lieutenant  in  the  Confederate 
navy.  Wood  rose  to  a  captaincy  as  the  result  of  a  distinguisheti  career  which  included 
service  on  the  Virginia  (Merrimac),  duty  as  naval  aide  to  Jeffereon  Davis,  and  various 
assignments  at  sea,  the  most  notable  being  to  seiA'e  as  captain  of  the  Confederate 
raider  Tallahassee.  Beginning  in  August,  1864,  the  steam  sloop  Tallahassee  raided 
extensively  from  Wilmington  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and  back,  taking  thirty-three 
prizes.  With  Davis  on  the  retreat  from  Richmond,  Wootl  succeeded  in  escaping  via 
Florida  to  Cuba  and  eventually  to  Canatla.  He  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
Halifax  engaged  in  shipping  and  marine  insurance.  Dictionary  of  American  Bi- 
ography,  XX,  465-466. 
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pending,  I  cannot  weigh  any  sacrifice  of  private  interest  or  inclina- 
tion against  my  public  duties. 

What  may  be  the  import  of  the  President's  forthcoming  message 
I  am  not  at  liberty  to  make  known,  even  if  I  were  advised  of  its 
contents.  I  have  had  several  private  interviews  with  him  of  late, 
on  the  present  posture  of  our  affairs,  and  the  measures  necessary 
to  be  adopted;  but  tho'  exceedingly  courteous,  and  apparently 
frank,  I  fear  he  is  lacking  in  the  wisdom  necessary  for  the  crisis. 
These  are  from  their  nature,  of  course,  secret.  If,  therefore  inquiry 
shall  be  made  why  I  have  not  reached  home,  I  desire  you  to  say, 
simply,  that  it  became  necessary  to  extend  the  session  of  Congress, 
and  1  could  not  leave  till  the  adjournment.  What  will  be  the 
result  of  otir  deliberations,  God  only  knows. 

A  Bill  to  make  soldiers  of  negroes  passed  yesterday.  It  provides 
however,  that  they  shall  only  be  taken  with  the  consent  of  the 
masters,  and  this  I  hope  no  master  will  yield.  Certainly  I  shall 
not. 

A  telegram  was  received  yesterday  from  Gen',  Bragg  stating  that 
Gen'ls  Hill  and  Hoke  had  defeated  the  enemy  four  miles  below 
Kinston,  taking  three  pieces  of  Artillery  and  1500  prisoners. ^^  This 
is  cheering  news,  but  the  point  of  most  solicitude  is,  whether  a 
sufficient  force  can  be  concentrated  to  withstand  Sherman,  and 
arrest  his  invasion  from  S.C. 

I  had  a  note  from  John  yesterday  by  an  officer  who  came  from 
Pet'bg.  He  and  Rob't  were  well,  the  enemy  were  quiet  on  the 
line  fronting  them.  James,  1  wrote  you,  left  here  last  Sunday, 
after  a  stay  with  me  of  two  days.  He  deposited  with  me  his  best 
uniform,  boots.  Sec.  to  be  carried  home.  He  found  acquaintances 
among  the  returned  prisoners,  was  much  with  them,  and  passed 
one  evening  at  Mr.  Palmer's  while  here,  so  that  I  really  saw  but 
little  of  him,  and  the  two  days  of  his  visit  passed  away,  almost  as 
a  dream. 

Rains  here  are  almost  incessant,  and  I  fear  Mr.  Unsted  has  been 
able  to  do  but  little  in  preparing  for  a  crop.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
however,  that  the  elements  may  retard  the  progress  of  the  enemy, 
and  be  a  blessing  in  that  respect. 


^^Ihis  report  was  exaggerated.  1  he  action  at  Kinston  (March  7-10)  was  hotly 
contested,  but  eventually  the  Confederates  were  compelled  by  the  rapid  mounting 
of  Federal  strength  to  withdraw.  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  126. 
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Susan  Washington  Graham  to  UNC 

James  A.  Graham 

Hillsboro', 

March  11th.,  1865. 

My  dear  Son, 

I  have  thought  so  often  of  writing  you  since  the  receipt  of  your 
letter,  telling  us  of  your  failure  to  procure  a  furlough,  that  I  can- 
not determine  whether  1  have  written  you  or  not;  but  I  think  I 
wrote  to  you  the  day  after  I  started  your  box  by  Walter  Thompson. 
We  were  all  truly  sorry  that  you  could  not  come  home  before  the 
opening  of  the  Spring  campaign.  I  am  glad  that  you  bear  it  so 
philosophically,  and  hope  that  our  disappointment  may  at  least 
be  for  the  benefit  of  your  soldiers. 

May  God  protect  you,  my  dear  child,  thro'  the  coming  battles, 
that  our  hearthstone  may  again  be  gladdened  by  your  presence; 
but,  oh,  should  He  decree  otherwise,  I  pray  that  you  may  be  pre- 
pared, by  saving  faith  in  the  atoning  blood  of  Christ,  for  the 
blissful  rest  which  is  promised  to  the  faithful,  and  that  we  may 
spend  eternity  together,  in  singing  the  praises  of  redeeming  love. 

Jimmie,  you  have  great  cause  of  thankfulness  to  God  for  his 
goodness  in  sparing  your  life,  and  giving  you  so  much  time  to 
prepare  to  meet  His  face  in  peace,  and,  oh,  if  you  fail  to  improve 
the  opportunity,  will  you  not  deserve  His  righteous  indignation? 
I  pray  you,  my  child,  to  consider  the  matter  seriously,  and  to 
answer  the  question  to  your  own  conscience.  Examine  the  grounds 
of  your  hope  of  happiness  hereafter.  Are  you  depending  upon 
morality  or  good  works,  or  a  mere  profession  of  faith,  for  salva- 
tion? Consider  the  question  well,  my  dear  child,  and  pray  God 
to  give  you  true  repentance  for  sin,  as  a  transgression  of  his  Holy 
Law,  and  saving  faith  in  the  atonement  of  Christ,  which  is  the 
only  name  given  under  Heaven,  whereby  men  can  be  saved. 
"Except  ye  be  born  again,  ye  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God." 
May  the  Holy  Spirit  make  you  know  what  it  is  to  be  born  again, 
and  to  be  pardoned  And  justified,  and  saved  from  sin.  I  wish  you 
would  consider  this  matter  well,  my  dear  child,  and  write  me  fully 
your  views. 

Sister  Bettie^^  came  up  from  Kinston  Thursday  morning.  They 


89  Elizabeth  Heritage  Washington  Knox  (1808-1890).  Clark,  "Washington  Descen- 
dants." 
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were  fighting  at  Cobb's  Mills,  about  four  miles  from  Kinston, 
when  she  left  Wednesday  morning.  She  remained  at  Goldsboro' 
'till  near  night,  &:  could  hear  the  cannon  at  that  distance.  Hoke  got 
in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  took  1500  prisoners  about  3  o'clock 
Wednesday  afternoon.  That  night  our  troops  drove  the  enemy  3 
or  4  miles  to  another  breastwork,  which  they  had  previously 
thrown  up. 

Bettie  got  a  letter  from  Bettie  Knox^^  this  morning.  She  men- 
tioned the  above  facts,  and  that  a  Col.  Neal,^!  ^  his  Lt.  Co.,  of 
Georgia,  who  had  breakfasted  with  Bettie,  had  just  been  killed. 
The  Yankees  had  been  reinforced  by  several  thousands  Wednes- 
day night,  and  our  troops  had  received  reinforcements,  also.  The 
Telegram  today  reports  that  they  were  fighting  all  day  yesterday. 
The  enemy  attacked  our  breastworks  twice,  &:  were  repulsed.  Our 
forces  then  attacked  them,  but  we  have  not  yet  heard  the  result, 
but  the  mails  are  so  irregular,  you  will  probably  hear  all  parti- 
culars by  Telegraph  before  this  letter  reaches  you.  I  received  a 
package,  from  some  soldier,  I  believe,  containing  a  Coat,  2 — or  1 — 
prs.  pants,  and  a  vest.  I  have  them  washed  up  but  they  are  not 
worth  mending  up  for  you.  Do  you  still  wish  me  to  have  the  coarse 
pair  of  pants  made  for  you,  that  you  mentioned  in  a  former  letter? 
Write  at  once,  and,  if  I  can  get  the  material,  I  will  have  them  made. 
If  you  can  get  a  pair  from  your  Quarter  Master  it  would  be  much 
cheaper,  &  better,  for  I  do  not  [know]  how  soon  I  may  be  able 
to  get  the  material. 

We  hear  today  that  Sherman  is  down  in  Bladen  Co.,  &:,  of  course, 
making  for  Wilmington.  I  hope  our  troops  from  Fayetteville  may 
be  able  to  intercept  him.  It  may  be,  however  that  [they]  have 
been  sent  to  Goldsboro  &:  Kinston,  &:  not  be  able  to  return  in  time 
to  meet  him.  The  Yankee  Cavalry  have  been  to  Wadesboro'. 
Wheeler's^^  Cavalry  are  almost  as  much  feared  as  the  Yankees. 


90  Elizabeth  Washington  Knox  (b.  1846)  was  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Knox  and  the 
niece  of  Susan  Washington  Graham.  Clark,  "Washington  Descendants." 

^'  James  Henry  Neal,  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  had  risen  from  company  captain  to 
regimental  colonel  of  the  Nineteenth  Georgia  Regiment.  As  this  letter  reveals,  he 
was  killed  in  March,  1865.  Lillian  Henderson  (ed.  and  comp.),  Roster  of  the  Con- 
federate Soldiers  of  Georgia  (Hapeville,  Georgia:  Logino  and  Porter,  Inc.,  6  volumes, 
n.d.-1964),  II,  705,  hereinafter  cited  as  Henderson,  Roster  of  Confederate  Soldiers. 

^^  Joseph  Wheeler  (1836-1906),  of  Georgia,  graduatetl  from  West  Point  in  1859  with 
an  excellent  military  but  mediocre  academic  record.  After  serving  two  years,  spent 
partly  in  fighting  the  Indians  in  New  Mexico,  he  resigned  to  enter  the  Confederate 
army.  Appointed  a  lieutenant,  he  rose  to  lieutenant  general  and  earned  the  sobriquet 
"Fighting  Joe'  in  two  huntlred  engagements  and  eight  huntlred  skirmishes;  he  sus- 
tained three  wounds  while  gaining  Lee's  admiration  as  one  of  the  two  outstanding 
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Reel93  writes  that  they  have  recently  been  through  that  part  of 
the  Country,  and  stole  any  number  of  mules  &  horses, — one  young 
mule  from  Earharts.  The  negroes  all  took  to  the  woods,  and  it  was 
some  days  before  he  could  get  them  all  quieted.  He  thinks,  if  the 
Yankees  come  along,  some  of  them  will  certainly  go  with  them.  I 
am  afraid  that  the  Negro  bill  will  not  operate  advantageously  for 
our  side.  They  have  an  idea  that  they  are  to  be  put  into  our  army 
to  fight,  but  that,  if  they  go  to  the  Yankees  they  may  not  be  com- 
pelled to  fight.  The  fear  of  being  put  into  the  Army  has  no  doubt 
heretofore  prevented  many  of  them  firom  going  to  the  Yankees. 
Your  father  said  in  his  last  letter,  that  he  thought  they  would  pass 
the  "Negro"  Bill,  since  the  "instruction"  to  the  Virginia  members, 
who  had  voted  against  it.  His  opinion  is  unchanged  as  to  its  merits, 
but  of  course  the  majority  will  rule,  and  to  their  sorrow,  I  fear, 
as  they  have  done  in  enforcing  their  ideas  of  secession. 

I  hope  your  part  of  the  Army  were  allowed  to  observe  yesterday 
more  properly  than  our  forces  near  Kinston.  The  weather  was 
inclement,  and  but  a  thin  congregation  at  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Hill^'*  gave  a  well  prepared  discourse,  which  struck 
me,  however,  as  more  appropriate  for  raising  recruits  than  in- 
citing the  people  to  humiliation.  It  was  a  first  rate  harangue  for 
raising  volunteers,  and,  judging  from  the  approving  countenance 
of  one  gentleman  near  me,  it  ought  to  have  some  effect.  I  fear, 
however,  the  effect  will  be  to  loose  the  tongues,  without  inclining 
the  hands  to  grasp  the  musket. 

I  hope  you  will  write  often,  without  waiting  for  me.  I  com- 
menced this  letter  soon  this  morning,  with  the  hope  of  being  able 
to  write  at  leisure,  but  I  was  obliged  to  put  it  aside  before  I  had 

Confederate  cavalry  leaders  (the  other  so  honored  was  J.  E.  B.  Stuart).  For  much  of 
the  war  he  commanded  the  Confederate  horse  in  the  West.  His  command  usually 
lived  off  the  counti-y  and  in  the  latter  days  of  the  war  were  as  much  feared  as  Sher- 
man's men  in  many  quarters.  He  was  in  business  in  New  Orleans  after  the  war,  be- 
came an  Alabama  planter,  and  was  a  Democratic  congressman,  1881-1883  antl  1885- 
1900.  Wheeler's  congressional  career  was  undistinguished,  but  by  advocating  recon- 
ciliation of  the  North  and  South  he  became  a  national  symbol  of  harmony  and  union. 
He  was  a  major  general  of  United  States  volunteers  in  the  war  with  Spain  and  served 
briefly  in  the  Philippines  in  1900.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XX,  50-52. 

^^  Spaignt  N.  Reel  was  Graham's  overseer  at  Earhart  Plantation. 

94  The  Reverend  Halbert  Green  Hill  (1831-1924)  was  pastor  of  the  Hillsborough 
Presbyterian  Church  from  1863  to  1866.  A  graduate  of  Hampden-Sydney  College 
and  the  Vii^inia  Union  Theological  Seminary,  Hill  subsequently  served  in  Fayette- 
ville.  He  was  still  active  as  late  as  1920.  Robert  Hamlin  Stone,  A  History  of  Orange 
Presbytery,  1770-1970  (Charlotte:  Heritage  Printers.  Inc.,  1970),  329,  350,  371,  388, 
hereinafter  citetl  as  Stone,  A  History  of  Orange  Presbytery. 
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written  half  a  page,  and  have  been  interrupted  several  times  since, 
until  I  have  been  obliged  to  write  very  hurriedly,  to  be  in  time  for 
the  mail  this  afternoon.  I  live  such  a  life  of  interruptions,  that 
there  is  no  pleasure  in  letter  writing,  and  I  am  determined,  if  pos- 
sible, to  insist  upon  a  little  more  command  of  my  time. 

Calvin  Strayhorn  met  the  two  Watsons^^  in  the  road  Thursday. 
He  fired  at  Lorenzo,  who  ran,  and  Wesley  drew  a  pistol  Sc  shot 
Strayhorn  in  the  hand.  They  made  their  escape,  as  usual.  They 
are  a  disgrace  to  the  men  of  the  neighborhood. 

I  hope  your  Father  will  be  home  in  a  day  or  two,  possibly  to- 
night, or  in  the  morning. 

God  bless  you,  my  son. 

Your  affectionate. 
Mother. 

Your  Aunt  Eliza  &  Bettie  Knox  expect  to  remain  in  Kinston. 
Mrs.  Preston,  your  Aunt  Susan's  sister,  &  4  children,  who  are  on  a 
visit  to  Brother,  will  also  remain.  The  Yankees  destroyed  every- 
thing at  Mrs.  Preston's  home,  at  Abingdon,  Va. 

James  Chesnutt  to  Isaac  M.  St.  John  UNC 

Subsistence  Department, 
Kenansville,  N.  C, 
March  11th.,  1865. 

Gen'l: 

I  am  just  in  receipt  of  a  letter  written  by  W.  D.  Pearsall,  of  this 
place,  &  addressed  to  Hon.  W.  A.  Graham,  Senator  from  N.C.,  in 
behalf,  as  he  alledges,  of  some  Y2  Dozen  bonded  men  in  my  dis- 
trict, on  which,  in  accordance  with  yotu'  instructions,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report — and  first  I  would  state  that 
no  dissatisfaction  has  ever  been  manifested  to  me  on  the  part  of 
any  of  the  bonded  men  in  this  district,  except  in  the  solitary  in- 
stance of  Mr.  Joseph  Pearsall,  the  nephew  of  the  aforesaid;  this 
is  the  second  complaint  of  these  parties  on  the  same  subject,  the 
first  was  addressed  by  above  W.  D.  Pearsall,  at  the  instance  of  his 
nephew,  directly  to  the  Sec'y  of  War,  returned  to  this  office  for  a 
statement  of  the  facts,  and  my  course  fully  sustained.  There  has 


^^  Lorenzo  and   Wesley    Watson    were   two   notorious   outlaws    active   in   Orange 
County. 
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been  no  impressment  whatever  in  this  instance — and  the  facts 
are,  briefly,  these — Some  time  in  Dec'r  last,  I  received  orders  to 
give  local  valuation  for  all  provisions  which  might  be  brought  in 
voluntarily  to  this  department.  Due  notice  was  given  to  the 
farmers  of  my  district,  to  stimulate  them  to  send  in  at  once,  their 
available  surplus,  and,  as  the  consequence,  receipts  were  greatly 
increased.  About  two  months  previous  to  this  time,  I  was  re- 
quired to  obtain  a  statement  of  the  surplus  provisions  in  the  hands 
of  the  bonded  men,  Sc  Mr.  Jos.  Pearsall  reported  200  bushels  of 
Corn,  which  I  engaged  him  to  deliver  when  notified.  When  called 
upon  in  Deer  to  bring  in  his  surplus,  he  asked  if  he  was  not  en- 
titled to  local  valuation.  I  reffered  [sic]  him  to  the  notice,  and  not 
being  at  that  time  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  his  bond,  I 
gave  it  as  my  opinion  he  was — that,  however,  I  would  make  the 
necessary  inquiries,  and  settle  with  him  accordingly. 

A  few  days  after,  I  called  upon  the  Enrolling  officer  of  the  Coun- 
ty, &:  requested  to  see  a  Copy  of  the  Bond,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  Exempts  bound  themselves  to  furnish  a  certain  quantity  of 
Beef  Sc  Bacon,  and  to  dispose  of  «//  their  surplus  giain  &:  provisions 
to  the  Government,  &  to  Families  of  Soldiers  'W  rates  not  exceed- 
ing those  fixed  by  the  Commissi  07iers  of  the  State."  I  saw  at  once 
that  I  could  neither  pay,  nor  bonded  men  receive  local  appraise- 
ment, without  a  direct  violation  of  the  express  conditions  under 
which  they  were  exempted  from  the  performance  of  military  duty. 
I  notified  them  accordingly,  &:  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  all,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Pearsall,  were  satisfied  with  my  decision.  At  that 
time  he  had  furnished  only  150  bushels  of  the  200  due,  he  then 
addressed  his  letter  of  complaint  to  the  Sec'y  of  War,  that  having 
failed,  it  is  now  renewed  in  another  form,  with  the  promise  of  a 
bonus  of  at  least  $1000.  if  successful.  The  150  bushels  delivered,  I 
feel  sure,  is  all  the  Gov't  will  ever  get,  he  still  holds  the  balance  in 
his  hands,  and  will  hardly  bring  in  the  balance  volmitarily.  His 
character  for  parsimony,  I  regret  to  say,  is  proverbial  in  the 
County. 

I  have  the  honor,  Gen'l,  to  be. 
Very  Respectfully, 
Your  Ob't  servant, 
James  Chesnutt 

Capt.  k  A.  C.  S. 
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[Endorsement  on  back  of  letter] 

Kenans ville,  N.C.  Mar.  11th.  1865, 

Capt.  J.  Chesnutt,  A.  C.  S. 

Report  in  the  case  of  complaint  W.  D.  Pearsall 

in  behalf  on  bonded  men. 

Subsistence  Dept., 

Goldsboro',  Mar.  12/65 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  C.  G.  S. 

Bonded  men  have  never,  to  my  knowledge,  rec'd  over  Schedule 

rates  for  provisions  in  this  district.  They  were  exempted  from  field 

service  upon  condition  that  they  would  sell  at  that  price,  Sc  in  my 

opinion  could  not  receive  more  without  forfeiting  their  bonds. 

Wm.  W.  Morrison. 

Maj.  8c  Chf.  C  S.,  1st.  Dist.  N.  C. 

John  W.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham.  UNC 

Trenches  near  Petersburg, 
Virginia, 

March  12th.,  1865. 

My  Dear  Father 

Yours  of  the  9th  inst.  was  received  on  yesterday.  I  have  received 
no  letter  from  home  since  my  return,  and  am  anxious  to  hear  from 
you  all,  and  also  something  of  the  movements  of  Sherman  in  our 
State.  It  is  very  difficult  to  get  any  news  now,  as  the  papers  publish 
so  little  of  our  operations.  A  friend  brought  me  last  night  a  Rich- 
mond paper  containing  Gen'l  Lee's  announcements  of  victories 
by    Hampton   over    Kilpatrick^e   and    Rosser,^^   over   the   Army 


^6  (Hugh)  Juclson  Kilpatrick  (1836-1881),  of  New  Jersey,  dropped  his  first  name 
upon  entering  West  Point.  He  graduatetl  in  May,  1861,  seventeenth  in  a  class  of 
forty-five;  he  participated,  as  a  captain  of  Zouaves,  in  the  Battle  of  Bethel  where  he 
sustained  the  first  wound  to  a  regular  officer.  He  eventually  rose  to  brevet  major 
general,  United  States  Army.  Kilpatrick  had  an  active  career  as  a  cavalry  officer  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  before  assuming  command  of  a  cavalry  division  under 
Sherman  at  the  beginning  of  the  Atlanta  campaign.  As  commander  of  cavalry  he 
ranged  widely  during  Sherman's  "march  to  the  sea.  "  He  proved  to  be  a  destructive 
force  of  some  magnitude.  He  resigned  in  1865  to  become  minister  to  Chile,  filling 
that  position  until  1868  and  again  briefly  in  1881.  One  of  the  most  memorable  epi- 
sodes of  his  Civil  War  career  occurred  during  the  Carolina  campaign  when  Kilpatrick, 
a  notorious  Don  Juan,  was  routed  from  the  arms  of  an  itinerant  southern  belle — 
escaping  in  his  underwear — by  the  untimely  arrival  at  his  headquarters  of  Confederate 
horse  under  Wade  Hampton.  Warner,  Generals  in  Blue,  266-267. 

^^  Thomas  Lafayette  Rosser  (1836-1910),  of  Virginia,  resigned  from  the  graduating 
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near  Harrisonburg,  Va.  Also  a  report  that  Sheridan,  finding  a  force 
at  Lynchburg  ready  for  him,  is  rapidly  retreating.  We  were  ordered 
up  at  2 1/2  o'clock  last  night,  and  extended  to  the  right  and  23rd. 
Reg't  sent  out,  ready  for  movement.  I  hear  there  were  some  ex- 
pectations of  an  attack  on  Fort  Clifton  this  morning,  on  opposite 
side  of  Appomatox  [sic].  The  23rd.  has  come  back  to-day,  and  we 
have  resumed  our  old  position. 

The  Yankees  are  moving  in  our  front,  and  I  have  just  received 
orders  to  have  my  command  under  arms,  though  I  suppose  they  are 
merely  bringing  in  reserves,  on  account  of  unusual  stir  on  our 
lines,  which  they  can  see  from  Observatories.  It  is  a  beautiful  day, 
and  no  firing  on  either  side. 

1  think  the  interest  on  Mr.  Brown's  note  is  about  due.  Please 
make  the  best  aiTangements  you  can,  as  I  do  not  suppose  he  can 
pay  specie.  I  am  anxious  to  know  if  George  reached  home  safely 
with  my  horse,  and  how  she  stood  the  trip,  as  the  roads  must  have 
been  in  a  terrible  condition.  Col.  Luke  is  absent  on  leave,  and 
Col.  Faison  still  in  arrest,  awaiting  action  on  his  papers,  and  I 
learn  will  be  Court-martialed  for  not  rettirning  before  expiration 
of  his  original  leave. 

Give  my  best  love  to  Mother,  Sister  Julia,  and  Sudie,  and  say  to 
the  latter  that  1  will  write  soon. 

I  hear  of  no  movements  on  our  right.  .  .  .  Write  soon. 

Albert  Potts  Hill  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Military  Court, 

1st.  Corps,  A.  N.  V. 
March  12th.,  1865. 

1  rec'd  a  letter  some  time  since,  from  my  Brother,  D.  H.  Hill, 
in  which  he  requested  me  to  call  and  see  you,  in  reference  to  an 


class  at  West  Point  in  April,  1861,  to  enter  the  Clonfedeiate  army.  He  rose  from 
lieutenant  to  major  general.  He  was  an  able  ca\alry  officer  and  uits  twice  woinided. 
He  was  chief  engineer  for  the  Northern  Pacific  and  Canadian  I^acific  railroads  after 
the  war.  After  acquiring  considerable  means,  he  settled  near  Charlottesville,  Virginia, 
to  become  a  gentleman  farmer.  Appointed  brigadier  general  of  I'nited  States  Volun- 
teers, Rosser  commanded  a  brigade  in  the  war  with  Spain.  Warner,  GeyieraLs  in  Gray, 
264-265. 
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unfounded  charge,  prejudicial  to  himself,  in  connection  with  the 
Maryland  campaign  of  /62,  and  especially  in  reference  to  a  lost 
order.98  He  said  he  had  written  you  a  very  short  note  recently  on 
the  subject,  but  requested  me  to  call  and  see  you,  and  give  you  the 
facts  more  fully  than  he  was  able  to  do  in  a  hurried  note;  not 
knowing  your  place  of  residence,  (for  the  publication  of  it  in 
the  Whig  gives  neither  the  number  nor  name  of  your  residence, 
leaves  me  at  a  loss  where  to  find  you)  I  thought  this  morning  to 
give  you  a  short  and  hurried  statement  of  all  I  know  on  the  sub- 
ject, as  gathered  from  him  in  several  conversations. 

In  the  Spring  of  1863,  McClellan's  Report  was  published;  in 
that  he  stated  that  he,  (McClellan)  was  advised  by  an  order  ad- 
dressed to  Gen'l  D.  H.  Hill,  that  certain  dispositions  of  his  force 
had  been  made  by  Gen'l  Lee,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
information  thus  received,  he,  (McClellan)  determined  to  con- 
centrate his  force  on  Hill. 

Shortly  after  seeing  this  Report,  I  visited  Gen'l  D.  H.  Hill,  then 
in  command  at  Petersburg,  and  called  his  attention  to  the  facts 
stated  in  the  Report  of  McClellan.  He  had  not  seen  the  Report, 
but  said  he  knew  that  he  had  in  his  possession  the  identical  order 
in  question,  among  his  papers  at  home.  At  my  suggestion,  (for 
he  seemed  indifferent  about  it)  he  wrote  to  his  wife  to  look  for  it, 
and  after  some  search  she  found  it,  and  it  is  now  at  his  home. 

He  said  it  was  possible  that  a  courier  might  have  lost  a  similar 
order,  but  that  was  not  the  one  ever  received  by  him. 

He  also  mentioned  several  circumstances  confirmatory  of  his 
view  of  the  subject,  which  made  no  lasting  impression  on  me,  as 
I  myself  felt  satisfied  from  his  usual  particularity  about  papers, 
that  there  was  no  foundation  for  the  idea  that  one  had  been  lost 
from  his  office. 

This  is  mainly  all  I  know  on  the  subject;  I  know  not  what  pur- 
pose he  has  in  view  in  requesting  me  to  have  them  communicated 


^^  This  reference  is  the  "Lost  Order  of  Antietam"  which  outlinetl  Confederate 
plans  for  the  invasion  of  Maryland.  On  September  13,  1862,  at  Frederick.  Maryland, 
two  lounging  Federal  soldiers  found  a  paper  wrapped  around  some  cigars.  The  paper 
proved  to  be  a  great  find  as  it  was  a  copy  of  S.O.  191,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
detailing  Lee's  operational  plans.  Needless  to  say  this  "find"  proved  invaluable  to 
George  B.  McClellan,  the  Union  commander.  The  "Lost  Order"  was  found  on 
ground  formerly  occupied  by  D.  H.  Hill's  men.  E.  B.  and  Barbara  Long,  The  Civil 
War  Day  by  Day,  An  Almanac  1861-1865  (Garden  City.  New  York:  Doubleday  and 
Company,  Inc.,  1971),  265,  hereinafter  cited  as  Long,  The  Civil  War  Day  by  Day; 
Douglas  Southall  Freeman,  Lee's  Lieutenants,  A  Study  in  Command  (New  York: 
Charles  Scribner's  Sons.  3  volumes.  1943-1944).  U,  173-174,  hereinafter  cited  as  Free- 
man, Lee's  Lieutenants. 
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to  you.  I  think  there  is  a  settled  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  do  him  the  greatest  injustice,  btit  I  trust  he  will  show  by 
his  conduct,  that  his  patriotism  is  of  a  higher  and  more  unselfish 
character  than  that  of  Mr.  Davis. 

If  Mr.  Davis  chooses  to  indulge  his  petty  spite  towards  a  sub- 
ordinate, I  trust  Gen'l  Hill  may  have  the  magniminity  [sic]  not 
to  follow  the  illustrious  example  set  by  his  Superior. 

I  saw  an  officer  last  evening,  ft^om  Richmond,  who  told  me  that 
he  learned  from  an  officer  in  the  War  Department  that  the  recent 
success  near  Kinston,  No.  Ca.,  was  entirely  planned  and  executed 
by  Gen'l  Hill,  and  that  Bragg  was  30  miles  off,  and  yet  Bragg's 
Dispatch  creates  clearly  the  impression  that  he,  himself,  was 
present,  "aiding  &:  abetting." 

This,  I  would  scarcely  have  expected,  even  fi^om  Gen'l  Bragg — 
after  causing,  himself,  the  displacement  of  an  officer,  and  being 
the  cause  of  his  being  out  of  service  for  some  time,  and  then  when 
given  a  command,  that  he  had  the  good  luck,  after  so  gloomy  a 
period,  to  gain  a  handsome  little  success,  a  generous  man  would 
have  rejoiced  that  it  had  occurred  in  the  case  of  a  Brother  Officer 
temporarily  under  a  cloud,  but  Gen'l  Bragg  wishes  to  appropriate 
this  success  to  himself. 

1  regret  that  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  you  in 
person;  and  I  regret,  also,  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  write 
this  note  in  a  great  hurry,  as  I  only  thought  of  writing  it  a  few 
moments  ago,  just  as  the  courier  was  about  starting  to  the  City. 

You  may  perhaps  recollect  me,  as  we  have  had  some  professional 
correspondence  from  Canton,  Mississippi,  and  I  also  made  myself 
known  to  you  on  the  Rail  Road  in  No.  Ca.,  in  the  fall  of  1861. 

P.  S.  Of  course  I  expect  no  reply  to  this  communication,  as 
none  seems  needed,  but  if  you  wish  to  confer  with  me,  my  address 
is,  Col.  A.  P.  Hill,  Hd.  Qrs.  Lt.  Gen'l  Longstreet,  Richmond,  Va. 

William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain  A&H 

Richmond, 

March  12th,  1865. 

The  passing  week  will  develop  important  events.  The  President 
has  requested  Congress  to  prolong  its  session  to  receive  communi- 
cations which  he  desires  to  make.  Three  days  have  since  elapsed, 
but  nothing  except  routine  messages  have  thus  far  been  received. 
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I  am  not  at  liberty  to  anticipate  what  is  coming,  or  probably  to 
reveal  it  when  made;  but  doubtless  the  whole  horizon  of  the 
situation  will  be  surveyed,  and  an  occasion  presented  for  deter- 
minate action  as  to  the  future.  He  is,  in  my  opinion,  unequal  to 
the  crisis,  and  will  neither  make  peace,  for  our  security,  nor  war 
with  success.  But  nous  verrons. 

The  Bill  to  arm  slaves  has  become  a  law.  It  professes  to  take 
them  only  with  the  consent  of  the  masters:  and  in  the  event  of 
failure  in  this,  to  call  on  the  State  authorities  to  furnish.  I  trust 
no  master  in  N.C.  will  volunteer  or  consent,  to  begin  this  process 
of  abolition:   as  I  feel  very  confident  the  Gen'l  Assembly  will  not. 

We  hear  the  enemy  are  near  Fay'ville,  notwithstanding  the 
check  to  Kilpatrick  by  Hampton.  I  think  our  officers  of  State, 
except  the  Governor,  should  not  leave  Raleigh,  and  claim  protec- 
tion of  the  State  property  from  fire  or  other  destruction,  if  the 
enemy  came  there. 

A  raid  of  Sheridan's  force  has  been  above  this  City  some  days, 
destroying  the  James  river  Canal,  and  other  property,  and  last 
night  at  1  A.  M.  the  alarm  bell  was  rung  calling  out  the  local  force 
for  the  defense  of  the  City,  it  being  reported  that  the  enemy  was 
within  7  miles.  It  is  said  today  that  the  party  has  joined  Grant 
below  Richmond.  Commodore  Hollins^^  and  several  citizens  are 
said  to  have  been  killed  by  them. 

You  may  well  conceive  that  the  path  of  those  entrusted  with  the 
great  interests  of  the  people  is  beset  with  difficulties,  but  it  must 
be  trodden,  with  what  serenity  and  wisdom  we  may  command. 

John  W.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

In  the  Woods  near 
Hatcher's  Run 
March  17th  1865 


From  the  heading  of  my  letter  you  will  see  that  I  am  in  a  new 
position  on  the  lines,  our  Division  having  been  relieved  by  Genl 


^9  George  Nicolas  Hollins  (1799-1878),  of  Maryland,  who  entered  the  navy  in  1814 
as  a  midshipman,  was  captured  by  the  British  the  next  year,  served  under  Stephen 
Decatur  in  Algiers,  fought  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  commanded  several  ships  at  sea 
before  his  resignation  in  May,  1861.  He  entered  the  Confederate  navy  as  captain  and 
was  later  made  commodore.  He  was  in  command  in  New  Orleans  from  July,  1861, 
to  February,  1862,  and  subsequently  commanded  Confederate  naval  forces  in  the 
upper  Mississippi.  Although  his  plans  for  the  defense  of  New  Orleans  were  not  fol- 
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Gordon's^oo  (2nd)  Corps  on  night  before  last.  So  that  now  John- 
son's*^^  Division  occupies  the  extreme  right  of  Genl  Lee's  Army. 
We  have  the  fullest  and  I  suppose  the  best  Division  in  the  army. 
My  Brigade  is  on  the  left  of  the  Ds.  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
Genl  Cooke's^^^  Brigade  as  Jimmie  informs  me.  He  spent  a  greater 
part  of  the  day  with  me,  but  left  before  I  received  your  letter.  I 
will  go  over  to  the  Brigade  day  after  tomorrow  as  I  cannot  well  go 
tomorrow,  being  in  command  of  my  Regt  and  we  are  ordered  to 
commence  drilling  again  after  an  intermission  of  eleven  months. 

Our  men  were  very  much  opposed  to  leaving  the  Trenches  but 
have  found  so  much  better  quarters  than  they  expected  and  can 
now  for  the  first  time,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  days,  since  the 
17th  of  June  last,  walk  freely  above  ground  that  they  are  [in] 
high  spirits.  They  told  Gordon's  men  some  terrible  tales  of 
"Mortar"  life.  We  are  some  distance  in  rear  of  the  Works  and 
Picket  line,  as  there  are  no  Yankees  in  our  front,  the  works  line 
here  bending  back  to  S.S.R.R.  and  Cavalry  continue  the  old  line 
to  Stony  Creek. 

There  were  14  desertions  from  my  Regt  in  changing  positions — 
two  of  them  to  the  enemy.  George  A.  Ray  has  again  deserted.  My 
Brigade  are  very  anxious  to  be  sent  to  N.C.  of  which  I  think  there 
is  some  probability  if  bad  weather  should  continue.  Grant  is  said 
to  be  moving  troops  from  this  end  across  the  James. 

David  L.  Swairz  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Chapel  Hill, 
March  23,  1865. 

The  hack  has  just  arrived  without  a  Raleigh  mail,  but  brings 
from  the  Western  train  your  letter  of  the  12th.  By  Dr.  Hubbard 

lowed,  he  was  ordered  to  Richmond  after  New  Orleans  tell  in  April,  1862.  He  per- 
formed only  routine  duty  thereafter.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  IX,  152. 

^""  John  Brown  Gordon  (1832-1904),  of  Georgia,  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Georgia  in  preparation  for  a  career  as  lawyer,  engineer,  warrior,  and  politician.  He 
rose  from  captain  to  major  general  in  the  Confederate  army.  Gordon  participated  in 
the  major  battles  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  from  the  Peninsular  Campaign 
to  Appomattox.  Later  he  was  United  States  senator  and  Georgia  governor.  He  was 
commander-in-chief  of  United  Confederate  Veterans  and  wrote  Reminiscences  of 
the- Civil  War  (1903).  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  348-349. 

^0^  Confederate  Maj.  Gen.  Bushrod  Rust  Johnson. 

102  Brig.  Gen.  John   R.   Cooke  commanded  a   North   Carolina  brigade.   Boatner, 
Civil  War  Dictionary,  173-174. 
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who  has  just  been  summoned  on  account  of  Dr.  Curtis'  affliction 
to  Hillsboro',  I  have  only  time  to  write  a  hasty  note. 

I  see  that  the  Governor  has  called  his  Council,  and  hope  it  is 
a  prelude  to  an  immediate  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly.  I 
think  this  department  of  the  Government  ought  to  have  the  earli- 
est possible  opportunity  to  determine  the  course  of  action  which 
the  passage  of  the  negro  enlistment  bill  requires  at  their  hands. 
"Viderajit  consules  ne  quid  rei  publicae  detrimenti  capiret.''  In 
times  of  extreme  peril  the  sovereignty  should  never  be  in  obeyance, 
and  the  General  Assembly,  may,  I  think  with  great  propriety 
avail  itself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  submit  the  question  of 
Convention  or  no  Convention  to  the  people.  If  it  shall  do  so,  it 
will  be  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

If  you  concur  with  me  in  opinion  on  this  subject  and  had  occa- 
sion to  communicate  your  views  to  the  Governor,  you  may  state 
to  him  that  I  concur  with  you. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  safely  leave  home  and  have  a  full  confer- 
ence with  you  on  the  state  of  public  affairs. 

Some  600  Cavalry  passed  here  on  Sunday  belonging  to  Hamp- 
ton's division  and  squads  of  Wheeler's  men  have  been  going 
through  at  intervals  ever  since.  They  demean  themselves  quietly, 
notwithstanding  one  of  our  citizens  sends  out  to  them  small  quan- 
tities of  whiskey.  Some  50  mounted  men  and  a  long  wagon  train 
are  passing  while  I  write. 

Some  of  my  neighbors  have  been  constrained  to  furnish  incon- 
venient suppplies  of  corn,  as  well  as  long  forage,  and  we  will  all 
breathe  more  freely  when  it  shall  be  ascertained  that  all  are 
through. 

Thomas  C.  Fuller  to  William  A.  Graham.  A&H 

Fayetteville,  N.C., 
March  24th,  1865. 

Our  position  is  one  of  complete  isolation.  We  have  not  received 
a  mail  for  two  weeks,  I  am  therefore  without  information  as  to 
what  was  done  during  the  last  days  of  the  Session,  by  Congress.  I 
will  thank  you  to  tell  me  what  action  was  taken  on  the  last  message 
of  the  President. 
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I  arrived  at  home  on  Monday  the  20th.  inst.  and  found  our 
people  in  the  greatest  distress.  Sherman's  army  took  all  of  the 
horses  and  mules  in  their  line  of  march,  killed  a  great  many  of  the 
cattle  and  hogs,  and  destroyed  much  of  the  fencing.  They  robbed 
almost  every  one,  both  in  town  and  country,  of  their  corn,  forage, 
and  other  stores  of  provision;  and  so  demoralized  our  slave  popula- 
tion that  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  masters  can  again  assert  and 
exercise  their  authority.  I  think  the  hope  of  even  a  scanty  crop 
in  this  County,  is  very  faint  indeed. 

About  twenty  five  houses  in  this  County  (including  the  Arsenal 
buildings  and  factories)  were  burned,  but  I  have  not  heard  that 
the  torch  was  applied  to  a  single  private  residence,  which  was 
occupied. 

Mr.  Hale's  printing  office,!^^  with  all  of  its  fixtures,  material 
and  furniture  was  burned.  The  Presbyterian  office  was  not 
burned,  but  it's  type,  press,  etc.,  was  destroyed.  Mr.  Hale  thinks 
some  of  his  enemies  instigated  the  burning  of  his  office;  he  has 
therefore  determined  to  remove  from  the  town,  and  has  advertized 
his  dwelling  house  for  sale.  But  I  am  told  he  does  not  propose  to 
sell  for  Confederate  money.  He  demands  payment,  after  the  War, 
in  such  money  as  is  then  current. 

While  in  Richmond  I  was  told  that  the  "passage  of  the  enemy 
thro'  the  country  was  like  the  flight  of  an  arrow  thro'  the  air,"  that 
"overrunning  was  not  subjugation,"  etc. 

Well,  this  may  be  true  in  some  sections  of  the  country,  but  it 
is  far  different  here.  Our  people  are  subjugated — they  are  crushed 
in  spirit — they  have  not  heart  to  do  anything  but  meet  together 
and  recount  their  losses  and  sufferings. 

I  have  not  heard  of  the  killing,  by  the  enemy,  of  but  two  of  our 
citizens,  &:  they  probably,  by  impudence,  provoked  their  own 
death.  Neither  have  I  heard  of  a  single  case  of  violence  offered 
to  females. 

I  fared  very  well,  not  one  of  the  soldiers  entered  my  house  with- 
out permission;  and  my  losses  would  be  covered  by  two  hundred 
dollars. 


^^^  Edward  J.  Hale,  an  ardent  Confederate,  was  editor  of  the  influential  Fayetteville 
Observer. 
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Two  artists'  conceptions  of  events  occurring  during  Sherman's  march  from  Savan- 
nah through  the  Carolinas  are  pictured  here.  The  march  was  a  difficult  one  with 
rain  and  bad  roads  presenting  special  problems.  However,  during  the  night  of  April 
11  the  men  had  been  apprised  of  Lee's  surrender  at  Appomattox  and  were  in  high 
spirits  as  they  moved  from  their  base  at  Goldsboro  toward  Raleigh.  The  upper 
picture  of  men  on  the  march  is  signed  "Cabe";  the  lower  picture  showing  the  men 
foraging  for  food  is  signed  "James  E.  Fay  lor,  1888." 
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William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain  A&H 

Hillsboro', 

March  26th,  1865. 


I  arrived  at  home  on  this  day  week,  and  the  next  day  went  to 
Raleigh  to  have  an  interview  with  the  Governor  on  the  subject 
matter  referred  to  in  your  letter.  The  result  was,  a  convocation  of 
the  Council  of  State,  to  assemble  tomorrow. 

The  Legislature  of  Virginia  has  taken  a  recess  untill  the  29th. 
inst.,  and  I  think  it  very  important  that  that  of  N.C.  shall  be  in 
session  as  early  thereafter  as  possible. 

The  War  is  now  nearly  reduced  to  a  contest  between  these  two 
States,  and  the  United  States.  The  Military  situation  is  by  no 
means  favorable;  and  I  perceive  no  solution  of  our  difficulties, 
except  through  the  action  of  the  States.  The  public  men  in  the 
service  of  the  Confederacy  are  so  troubled  by  the  parts  they  have 
borne  in  past  events,  and  their  apprehensions  as  to  a  consistent 
record,  that  that  Government  does  not  answer  the  present  neces- 
sities of  the  Country.  I  wish,  if  possible,  to  see  you  in  the  course 
of  this  week  for  a  full  conference  on  these  important  topics.  The 
Governor  is,  I  think,  reasonable;  but  was  much  surprized  by 
some  of  the  facts,  I  communicated  to  him.  I  do  not  know  the  dis- 
position of  the  Council.  If  the  Legislature  shall  be  convened,  I 
will  attend  their  Session,  and  if  desired,  would  address  them  in 
private  meeting.  Much  pertaining  to  the  present  position  of  af- 
fairs cannot  with  propriety  be  communicated  to  the  public. 

I  received  last  night  a  telegram  from  my  son  James,  informing 
that  his  brothers  John  &  Rob't  were  both  wounded — the  former 
in  both  legs — the  latter  in  the  left,  in  an  attack  by  Gen'l  Lee  on 
the  left  of  Grant's  line,  yesterday  morning.  I  am  expecting  another 
message  tonight  from  Gen'l  Ransom,  which  may  occasion  me  to 
go  to  Petersburg  to  attend  to  them.  Lee  was  successful  in  surpriz- 
ing the  enemy,  and  driving  him  from  three  lines  of  intrenchments, 
taking  500  prisoners;  but  by  a  concentrated  force  of  the  artillery 
of  the  foe,  was  compelled  to  retire. 

James  says  he  was  unhurt. 

I  am  also  under  urgent  necessity  to  go  to  the  Catawba;  but  with 
a  large  force  of  Reserve  Artillery  all  around  us,  and  some  appre- 
hension of  the  advance  of  Sherman,  I  know  not  which  way  to  turn. 
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I  had  a  conversation  with  Gov.  Morehead  at  Greensboro',  and 
believe  he  realizes  the  situation. 


James  Phillips 


James  Phillips^^'^  to  William  A.  Graham 


A&H 


Chapel  Hill, 
April  3rd,  1865. 

Secession  seems  not  to  have  produced  the  results  predicted  by 
its  sanguine  friends.  There  was  to  be  no  war,  no  taxes  worth  prat- 
ing about,  but  an  increase  of  happiness,  boundless  prosperity, 
and  entire  freedom  from  all  Yankee  annoyance;  but  reading  mat- 
ters as  I  do  I  would  say  of  the  leaders  and  partisans,  tho'  others 


104  James  Phillips  (1792-1867),  a  native  of  England,  settled  first  in  Harlem,  New 
York.  In  1826  he  joined  the  faailty  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina  as  professor 
of  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy — a  position  which  he  held  for  forty  years. 
Licensed  by  the  Orange  Presbytery  in  18.S,S,  Phillips  preached  more  or  less  regularly 
until  1863.  He  was  the  father  of  Charles  and  Samuel  F.  Phillips.  Lefler  and  Wager, 
Orange  County,  336. 
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may  think  differently  "No  crab  more  active  in  the  dirty  Lance, 
Downward  to  climb,  Sc  backward  to  advance." 

I  am  not  gifted  with  prophetic  vision  to  peer  into  the  future  & 
see  what  may  be  in  reserve  for  us.  To  me  all  is  dim,  dark,  impene- 
trably so,  except  so  far  as  the  ruin  of  our  Southern  country  is  con- 
cerned. And  what  have  we  gained?  Our  soldiers  have  won  honor 
I  admit,  tho'  often  inefficiently  commanded.  They  have  done  all 
that  men  could  do,  and  much  more  than  some  of  the  officers  of 
the  present  war  suspected  they  were  capable  of  doing.  But  where 
are  we  after  a  4  years  struggle?  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  thought  ex- 
travagant when  I  say  On  the  brink  of  ruin.  Still  we  are  told  there 
is  hope,  &:  that  a  little  longer  struggle,  a  few  more  lives  laid  down, 
a  few  more  hardships  endured,  &:  then — what  then?  "Aye,  there's 
the  rub."  I  am  sick,  heartily  sick  of  this  war,  and  of  all  its  con- 
comitants; tired  of  reading  the  censored  inferences  of  our  political 
papers,  Sc  over  some  of  the  doings,  declarations,  &:  disorders  of 
our  government. 

If  you  will  forgive  this  I  will  be  silent,  for  I  sat  down  to  write 
on  a  very  different  subject,  but  had  to  throw  off  the  scum  before 
I  reached  it. 

You  have  a  servant  named  Henderson,  who  visits,  1  believe,  this 
place  once  a  fortnight  to  see  his  wife,  &:  he,  1  believe,  would  not 
be  unwilling  to  live  with  me  the  remainder  of  the  year  if  you  Sc  I 
could  agree  on  the  terms.  Would  it  suit  you  to  let  me  have  him? 
What  would  you  expect  as  an  equivalent  for  his  services?  For  I 
do  not  intend  to  go  in  debt,  but  to  confine  my  expenses  to  the 
shortness  and  emptiness  of  my  purse.  I  had  hired  a  man  and  his 
wife  for  the  present  year  last  Xtmas,  &:  about  3  weeks  ago  his  mas- 
ter, who  lives  within  the  enemies  lines  wrote  a  demand  for  them, 
apprehending  that  Gen.  Sherman  would  probably  pay  us  a  visit, 
or  come  so  near  that  the  servants  would  be  lost.  I  did  not  like  this, 
but  reluctantly  let  them  go,  Sc  am  now  without  any  one  to  attend 
to  my  garden  or  adjacent  lots,  &  I  cannot  afford  $15  a  day  for 
hired  hands. 

Will  it  suit  your  convenience  to  let  Henderson  come?  if  so,  be 
pleased  to  name  your  tenns,  &  1  will  give  a  prompt  answer. 

We  were  all  pained  to  hear  of  your  son's  misfortunes  Sc  really 
rejoice  that  their  lives  were  spared,  Sc  that  you  and  Mrs.  Graham 
were  spared  the  bitter  pangs  which  a  kind  Providence  has  averted. 
I  hope  to  shake  the  Major's  hand  yet  &:  congratulate  him  on  his 
escape. 
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David  L.  Swain  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Chapel  Hill, 
April  8th,  1865. 

Since  the  organization  of  our  State  government  in  December 
1776,  North  Carolina  has  never  passed  through  an  ordeal  more 
severe  than  that  which  we  are  about  to  undergo.  Unless  something 
can  be  done  to  prevent  it,  suffering,  privation  and  death; — death 
on  the  battle  field,  and  death  in  the  most  horrible  of  all  forms, 
the  lingering  death  of  famine,  is  imminent  to  thousands,  not 
merely  men,  but  helpless  and  innocent  women  and  children. 

The  General  Assembly  by  its  own  resolve  is  not  to  meet  until 
the  16th.  of  May.  If  the  Governor  shall  desire  to  convene  the 
members  at  an  earlier  day,  it  may  not  be  possible  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  Country  to  effect  his  purpose.  Some  of  them  may 
not  be  able  to  reach  Raleigh  in  the  present  condition  of  the  rail 
roads,  others  may  be  in  danger  of  arrest  if  they  attempt  it  and  few 
can  leave  home  without  risque  of  injury  to  person  or  estate.  We 
are  compelled  therefore,  to  look  to  other  sources  for  relief  from 
the  dangers  by  which  we  are  environed. 

In  ancient  times,  when  the  earliest  and  most  renowned  of 
republics  experienced  similar  trials,  the  decree  went  forth, 
"viderent  consules,  ne  quid  detrimenti  res  publica  capejit^  A 
dictatorship  is  abhorrent  to  all  our  ideas  of  civil  liberty,  and  I 
would  neither  propose  nor  support  one  under  any  circumstances. 
But  something  must  be  done,  and  done  speedily,  or  the  opening 
campaign  will  be  brief  and  fatal,  and  may  be  succeeded  by 
anarchy,  from  which  the  transit  to  military  despotism  is  speedy 
and  certain. 

The  State  has  no  citizen  to  whom  in  her  present  hour  of  peril 
all  eyes  turn  with  such  deep  anxiety  and  hope,  for  the  counsel 
and  guidance  demanded  by  the  crisis  as  yourself.  Fully  satisfied 
of  this  fact,  I  venture  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  your  meeting  me 
in  Raleigh  on  Monday  morning  and  inviting  a  conference  with 
the  Governor  on  the  present  state  of  public  affairs.  He  numbers 
among  his  many  friends  none  who  have  given  him  earlier,  more 
constant  or  zealous  support  in  the  important  situation  in  which 
Providence  has  been  pleased  to  place  him. 

I  am  the  oldest  of  his  predecessors,  and  at  your  entrance  into 
public  life  in  1832,  was  called  upon  to  discharge  similar  duties, 
in  a  somewhat  similar  perilous  condition  of  affairs.  I  have  had 
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too  many  and  sincere  proofs  of  confidence  and  affection  to  doubt 
that  he  will  listen  to  me  kindly,  and  I  know  that  he  will  yield  as 
favorable  consideration  to  your  suggestions  as  to  the  opinions  of 
any  citizen  or  functionary  in  the  Confederacy. 

Perhaps  he  may  be  inspired  not  merely  to  hear  us,  but  to  sum- 
mon his  predecessors  Messrs.  Morehead,^^^  Manly ^^^  Reid,^^^ 
Bragg,!^^  and  Clark, i^^  to  unite  with  us  in  consultation,  at  a  time 
and  under  circumstances  calling  for  the  exercise  of  the  highest 
power  of  Statesmanship.  At  present  1  do  not  feel  it  incumbent  on 
me,  even  if  my  views  were  more  fully  matured,  to  intimate  the 
ideas  I  entertain  of  what  must  be  done  and  done  promptly  to 
arrest  the  downward  tendency  of  our  affairs. 

I  hope  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  meet  me  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, if  you  concur  with  me  in  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
course  indicated,  and  in  this  event  must  beg  you  to  give  the  Gov- 
ernor immediate  notice  of  our  design. 


1^^  John  Motley  Morehead  was  governor  from  1841  to  1845. 

106  Charles  Manly  (1795-1871),  a  native  of  Chatham  County,  was  a  brother  of  Judge 
Matthias  E.  Manly  and  Rev.  Basil  Manly,  president  of  the  University  of  Alabama. 
He  graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  1814  antl  was  a  lawyer  by 
profession.  Politically  Manly  aligned  himself  with  the  Whig  party,  serving  for  many 
years  as  a  member  of  its  central  committee.  As  governor  of  North  Carolina  (1849- 
1851)  he  was  an  advocate  of  public  education  and  internal  improvements.  He  was 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina  trustees  from  1821  to 
1869,  except  when  he  wa.s  governor.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  VI,  357-366. 

10^  David  Settle  Reid  (1813-1891),  of  Rockingham  County,  was  a  successful  lawyer 
and  Democratic  political  leader.  A  conservative,  pro- Southern  man,  he  served  as  a 
state  legislator.  United  States  congressman  (1843-1847),  North  Carolina  governor 
(1851-1854),  and  United  States  senator  (1854-1859).  Reid  was  generally  considered  to 
be  the  wisest  and  most  resourceful  Democratic  leader  between  the  day  of  Nathaniel 
Macon  and  the  Civil  War.  Concise  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  852-853. 

108  Thomas  Bragg  was  the  North  Carolina  governor  from  1855  to  1859. 

109  Henry  Toole  Clark  (1808-1874),  of  Edgecombe  County,  a  graduate  of  the 
Univei-sity  of  North  Carolina,  read  law  with  his  kinsman  William  H.  Haywood,  Jr.; 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  but  never  practiced.  A  member  of  the  state  Senate, 
1850-1861,  he  was  elected  speaker  in  1860.  Upon  the  death  of  Gov.  John  W.  Ellis  in 
July,  1861,  Clark  succeetled  to  the  governorship.  He  initiated  many  of  the  policies  to 
be  employed  by  his  successor  Zebulofi  B.  Vance  before  Vance  defeated  him  and  be- 
came the  symbol  of  North  Carolina's  war  effort.  Clark  returned  to  the  state  Senate  in 
1866,  but  did  not  take  an  active  role  in  politics  after  his  return  to  his  Edgecombe 
plantation.  Van  Noppen  Papers. 
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William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Sivain    A&H:   SWAIN 

Hillsboro', 

April  8th,  1865. 

Yours  of  this  date  has  just  been  received,  and  I  entirely  concur 
in  your  estimate  of  the  dangers  which  environ  us. 

I  left  Richmond  thoroughly  satisfied,  that  1st.  Independence 
for  the  Southern  Confederacy  was  perfectly  hopeless. 

2nd.  that  through  the  administration  of  Mr.  Davis  we  could 
expect  no  peace,  so  long  as  he  shall  be  supplied  with  the  resources 
of  war,  and  that, 

3rd.  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  Government  immediately  to 
move  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an  adjustment  of  the  quarrel 
with  the  United  States. 

I  accordingly  remained  at  home  but  24  hours,  (that  being  the 
sabbath,  and  having  had  no  sleep  the  night  preceding)  before 
repairing  to  Raleigh  to  lay  before  the  Governor  such  information 
as  I  possessed,  and  to  urge  him  immediately  to  convene  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  I  told  him  that  Richmond  would  fall  in  less  than 
thirty  days,  and  would  be  followed  probably  by  a  rout,  or  dis- 
persion of  Lee's  army  for  want  of  food,  if  for  no  other  cause;  that 
the  Confed.  Gov't  had  no  plan  or  policy  beyond  this  event, 
although  it  was  generally  anticipated;  that  I  had  reason  to  believe 
Gen'l  Lee  was  anxious  for  an  accommodation;  that  Johnston  had 
not,  and  could  not  raise  a  sufficient  force  to  encounter  Sherman; 
that  I  had  conferred  with  the  Pres't  and  found  him,  though  in  an 
anxious  frame  of  mind,  constrained  by  the  scruple  that  he  could 
not  "commit  suicide"  by  treating  his  Government  out  of  exis- 
tence— nor  even  ascertain  for  the  States,  what  terms  would  be 
yielded,  provided  they  consented  to  readopt  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States;  that  the  wisest  and  best  men  with  whom  I  had 
been  associated,  or  had  conversed,  were  anxious  for  a  settlement, 
but  were  so  trammelled  by  former  committals,  and  a  false  pride, 
or  other  like  causes,  that  they  were  unable  to  move  themselves, 
or  in  their  States,  but  were  anxious  that  others  should;  and  that 
it  was  the  case  of  a  beleaguered  garrison  before  a  superior  force, 
considering  the  question  whether  it  was  best  to  capitulate  on 
terms,  or  hold  out,  &  be  put  to  the  sword,  on  a  false  point  of  honor. 

The  Governor  was  evidently  surprized  by  my  statement  of  facts, 
and  I  apprehend,  incredulous,  at  least  as  to  my  conclusions.  He 
agreed  to  consider  the  subject,  and  to  convene  the  council  of  state 
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to  advise  him.  The  notice  brought  the  council  together  on  that 
day  week.  I  heard  nothing  of  their  action;  and  being  solicitous 
on  the  subject,  on  Thursday  last  I  visited  Raleigh  again, ii^  found 
the  Governor  on  the  cars  here,  returning  from  Statesville,  and  we 
journied  together,  and  I  dined  with  him  after  arrival.  He  said  he 
had  purposed  writing  me,  but  it  had  been  neglected,  that  a  bare 
quorum  of  his  council  attended  the  meeting,  and  being  equally 
divided,  he  had  not  summoned  the  Legislature;  but  that  Mr. 
Gilmer,  whom  I  had  advised  him  to  consult,  and  every  body  else 
now,  he  believed,  agreed  with  me  in  opinion;  but  he  had  recently 
seen  Mr.  Gilmer,  and  he  suggested  him,  to  solicit  an  interview 
with  Gen'l  Sherman  on  the  subject  of  peace.  I  told  him  that  Mr. 
Davis  would  probably  complain  of  this,  and  should  be  apprized 
of  it,  if  held.  He  replied,  that  this  of  course,  should  [be]  done. 
I  suggested  however,  that  even  if  this  course  were  taken,  he  should 
be  in  a  position  to  act  independently  of  the  President,  and  there- 
fore should  convene  the  Gen'l  Assembly.  On  this,  he  was  reluc- 
tant, but  finally  agreed  to  call  the  council  of  state  again.  I  told  him 
in  parting,  that  if,  in  any  event  he  supposed  I  could  be  useful  to 
him,  to  notify  me,  and  I  would  attend  him.  I  am  induced  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  council  was  not 
disagreeable  [to]  him;  but  since  the  fall  of  Richmond  he  has  a 
truer  conception  of  the  situation.  I  wrote  him  a  note  on  the  day 
the  council  met,  advising  of  your  concurrence  in  the  necessity  of 
calling  the  Gen'l  Assembly.  He  went  on  Friday  last  to  witness  a 
review  of  Johnston's  army — proposed  to  me  to  accompany  him. 
I  declined,  not  seeing  any  good  to  be  accomplished  there.  Gen'l 


'*•'  I  he  (lay  after  this  letter  was  written,  B.  F.  Moore,  who  hated  secession  and  all 
its  works,  and  who  had  retired  from  practice  in  the  Confederate  district  court,  rather 
than  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confederacy,  wrote  Swain  a  letter,  in  which 
was  the  following  characteristic  comment:  "History  has  recorded  few  wars  so  un- 
necessary or  wicked  in  its  inception  &  heartless  towards  the  blood  of  those  who  carry 
it  on.  What  a  golden  opportunity  for  a  statesman  in  N.  C.  to  have  distinguished 
himself  by  ending  this  war  long  ere  this.  Our  Cio\.  has  never  had  sense  enough  to 
think  of  it,  or  moral  coinage  enough  to  have  imdertaken  it.  He  has  been  able  to 
wield  a  large  volume  of  the  public  mind.  Our  friend  Gov.  G.  has  had  sense  enough 
to  foresee,  in  part,  the  results.  And  he  has  been  able  at  all  times  to  have  wielded  a 
large  share  of  the  public  confidence,  but  he  has  been  waiting  for  something  to  turn 
up.  1  had  the  pleasine  of  his  company  last  Thursday  night  for  two  hoins  at  my 
house  where  we  talked  freely.  I  became  satisfied  that  he  intends  right,  but  he  was 
then  far  behind  the  present.  Next  week  he  will  be  up  with  this  present,  but  as  far 
behind  the  present  of  next  week.  I  think  he  has  abandoned  the  field  to  Sherman  to 
whom  we  now  must  look  alone.  Now  is  not  this  sad  &  Humiliating?"  Bartholomew 
F.  Moore  to  David  L.  Swain,  April  9,  1865,  Swain  Papers,  Southern  Historical  Collec- 
tion, University  of  North  Carolina  Library,  Chapel  Hill. 
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Johnston,  I  know,  and  appreciate  him  highly,  but  his  Generals 
are,  I  learn,  at  least  many  of  them,  drunken  men  of  desperate 
fortunes,  who  have  no  idea  but  to  continue  the  war  indefinitely. 

I  hope  you  will  go,  as  you  propose,  to  see  Governor  Vance.  I 
thought  of  inviting  you  to  my  first  interview  with  him;  and  if  he 
shall  contrive  a  meeting  with  Sherman,  I  hope  you  may  be  pres- 
ent. I  do  not  think  it  necessary,  perhaps  not  advisable,  myself  to 
visit  him  again  on  these  topics.  My  conversations  with  him  were 
very  full  and  earnest.  I  told  him  I  should  attend  the  session  of  the 
Gen'l  Assembly,  and  if  they  desired  it,  address  them  in  secret 
session;  that  I  had  had  confidential  conversations  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Va.  Legislature,  which  had  taken  a  recess  for  10 
days;  and  that  it  was  important  to  act  in  concert  with  that  body; 
that  my  colleagues  in  the  House,  the  Leaches,  Turner,  Ramsey, 
Fuller  Sc  Logan, m  were  ready  to  call  a  session  of  the  Assembly  by 
inducing  a  majority  to  come  together,  by  advertisement;  but  all 
this  had  no  effect  in  procuring  a  recommendation  to  the  council 
in  favor  of  the  call.  Meanwhile  three  precious  weeks  have  been 
lost. 

I  do  not  perceive  that  any  thing  will  be  gained  by  a  convention 
of  those  who  have  held  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate.  The  people 
regard  many  of  them  as  the  authors  of  their  ruin,  and  have  little 
respect  for  their  judgment.  Besides  the  poison  of  party  spirit  yet 
lurks  in  the  sentiments  of  many,  otherwise  good  men,  who  swear 
by  the  administration,  and  wage  indefinite  war  while  other  people 
can  be  found  to  fight  it. 

Suppose  you  come  to  my  house  tomorrow,  and  take  the  cars 
from  here  next  morning.  There  is  very  much  to  say  that  I  cannot 
write. 

I  set  off  to  Chapel  Hill  this  morning  to  see  you,  but  riding  first 
to  the  depot  to  inquire  for  news,  thought  I  had  intelligence  of  my 
sons  in  the  army.  This  proved  a  mistake,  but  interrupted  my  visit. 
I  fear  John  8c  Rob't  and  my  serv't  Davy  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands 
on  the  evacuation  of  Petersburg.  They  were  at  the  House  of  Mr. 
Wm.  R.  Johnson,  Jr.  &  doing  well.  Cooke's  Brigade,  in  which 
James  is  a  Capt.  was  hotly  engaged  in  the  action  of  Sunday.  1  have 
no  tidings  of  his  fate. 


m  Confederate  Congressmen  James  Thomas  Leach,  James  M.  Leach,  Josiah  Turner, 
James  Graham  Ramsay,  Thomas  C.  Fuller,  and  George  Washington  Logan. 
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P.S.  I  have  an  impression  that  Larkin  Smith, 112  Tythe  Col- 
lector, has  changed  his  instructions  so  as  to  allow  credit  for  prod- 
ucts of  rented  land.  You  can  ascertain  by  addressing  him.  No  act 
of  Congress  pertaining  to  it  passed  at  the  recent  session. 

William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain  A&H 

April  [9?],  1865 

Referring  to  our  conversation  in  relation  to  the  critical  and 
urgent  condition  of  our  affairs,  as  regards  the  public  enemy,  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that, 

1st.  the  General  Assembly  should  be  convened  at  the  earliest 
day  practicable. 

2nd.  that  when  convened,  it  should  pass  resolutions  expressive 
of  a  desire  for  opening  negotiations  for  peace,  and  stopping  the 
effusion  of  blood,  and  inviting  the  other  States  of  the  South  to 
unite  in  the  movement. 

3rd.  that  to  effect  this  object,  it  should  elect  Commissioners  to 
treat  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  report  the 
result  to  a  convention,  which  should  be  at  once  called  by  the  Leg- 
islature, to  wield  the  sovereign  power  of  the  State  in  any  emergency 
that  may  arise  out  of  the  changing  state  of  events. 

4th.  That  in  the  event  of  Sherman's  advance  upon  the  Capital, 
or  indeed  without  that  event,  let  the  Governor  propose  a  con- 
ference, or  send  a  Commission  to  treat  with  him,  for  a  suspension 
of  hostilities  untill  the  further  action  of  the  State  shall  be  ascer- 
tained in  regard  to  the  termination  of  the  War. 

All  this,  I  should  base  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  President  of 
the  Confederate  States,  that  he  conceives  it  inconsistent  with  his 
duty,  to  entertain  negotiations  for  peace,  except  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  absolute  independence  to  the  Southern  Confederacy,  with 
all  the  territories  claimed  as  belonging  to  each  State  composing  it. 
And  should  give  to  him  the  earliest  information  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  progress. 

^^2  Larkin  Smith,  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  had  resigned  his  commission  as  captain 
of  infantry.  United  States  Army,  on  May  13,  1861,  to  serve  the  Confederacy.  As  this 
letter  indicates.  Smith  was  now  a  Confederate  tithe  collector.  Francis  Bernard  Heit- 
man  (comp.),  Historical  Register  and  Dictionary  of  the  United  States  Army,  From  Its 
Organization,  September  29,  1789,  to  March  2,  1903  (Urbana:  University  of  Illinois 
Press,  2  volumes,  1965),  II,  183,  hereinafter  cited  as  Heitman,  Historical  Register. 
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[Telegram] 
Zebulon  B.  Vance  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Raleigh,  April  11th.,  1865. 

If  you  could  possibly  run  down  tonight  I  will  be  greatly  obliged. 
This  place  will  not  be  held  longer  than  tomorrow. 

William.  A.  Graham  and  David  L.  Swain  A&H 

to  William  T.  Sherman 

On  Board  R.  R.  Car,  Wake  Co., 
April  12th  1865. 

Major  Gen'l  W.  T.  Sherman 
Com'ding  U.  S.  forces. 

Sir 

The  undersigned  ^^  have  been  deputed  by  his  Excell'y  Gov- 
ernor Vance  to  bear  to  you  a  communication  of  this  date  and  to 
receive  your  reply.  Upon  meeting  Lt.  Gen'l  Hampton  on  the  way, 
and  being  ignorant  of  the  place  of  your  Head  Quarters,  we  avail 
ourselves  of  his  kindness  to  forward  the  dispatch,  and  take  the 
opportunity  to  say,  that  we  will  wait  at  Clayton  Station  on 
A.  Sc  N.C.  Railroad  for  your  reply,  and  if  convenient  will  wait 
upon  you  for  an  interview. 

Very  Respectfully, 
Your  Obed't  Serv'ts. 


^^3  Atter  having  received  Governor  Vance's  telegram  of  April  11,  1865,  William 
A.  Graham  decided  to  join  Vance  and  David  L.  Swain  in  Raleigh.  He  arrived  in 
Raleigh  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  April  12.  At  an  early  morning  meeting 
Vance  designated  Graham  antl  Swain  as  commissioners  to  treat  with  Gen.  William 
T.  Sherman  regarding  the  surrender  of  Raleigh.  The  two  commissioners,  accom- 
panied by  three  state  military  officers,  boarded  a  special  train  at  10:30  A.M.,  April 
12,  armed  with  a  safe  conduct  pass  provitled  by  Gen.  William  Joseph  Hardee.  The 
train  was  stopped  by  Confederate  cavaliy  under  Cien.  Wade  Hampton  HI  and 
ordered  back  to  Raleigh.  Backing  slowly  toward  the  capital,  the  train  was  again 
intercepted,  this  time  by  Federal  cavalry  which  escorted  the  commissioners  to  Sher- 
man's headquarters. 

Sherman  received  Graham  and  Swain  courteously  and  agreed  to  make  "an  amicable 
and  generous  arrangement  with  the  State  Government."  Due  to  unexpected  delays, 
the  commissioners  did  not  return  to  Raleigh  until  the  morning  of  April  13.  An 
apprehcRsive  Governor  Vance  had  abandoned  the  city  for  Gen.  Robert  F.  Hoke's 
encampment  some  eight  miles  west,  leaving  only  a  faithful  Negro  servant  who  had 
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[Enclosure] 
Zehulon  B.  Vance  to  William  T.  Sherman  A&H 

State  of  North  Carolina, 
Executive  Department 

Raleigh,  April  12,  1865. 

General  W.  T.  Sherman,  Commanding  United  States  Forces: 

General:  His  Honor,  Mayor  William  B.  Harrison,  is  authorized 
to  surrender  to  you  the  city  of  Raleigh.  I  have  the  honor  to  request 
the  extension  of  your  favor  to  its  defenseless  inhabitants  generally; 
and  especially  to  ask  your  protection  for  the  charitable  institutions 
of  the  State  located  here,  filled  as  they  are  with  unfortunate  in- 
mates, most  of  whose  natural  protectors  would  be  unable  to  take 
care  of  them  in  the  event  of  the  destruction  of  the  buildings. 

The  capitol  of  the  State,  with  its  libraries,  museum,  and  most 
of  the  public  records,  is  also  left  in  your  power.  I  can  but  enter- 
tain the  hope  that  they  may  escape  mutilation,  inasmuch  as  such 
evidences  of  learning  and  taste  can  advantage  neither  party  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  whether  destroyed  or  preserved. 
I  am.  General,  very  respectfully, 

Z.  B.  Vance. 

Grant  of  Safe  Conduct  from  William  T.  Sherman  A&H 

Headquarters., 
Raleigh,  N.C, 
Army  in  the  Field, 
April  13th.,  1865. 

To  all  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Union  Army: 

Grant  safe-conduct  to  the  bearer  of  this  to  any  point  twelve 
miles  from  Raleigh  and  back,  to  include  the  Governor  of  North- 
Carolina  and  any  members  of  the  State  or  city  government,  on 
his  way  back  to  the  capital  of  the  State. 

W.  T.  Sherman. 

Major-General  Commanding. 


the  keys  to  the  State  Capitol.  After  hasty  consultation  Swain  remained  to  await  the 
arrival  of  Sherman's  army  while  Graham  proceeded  to  Hillsborough  in  quest  of 
Governor  Vance.  Barrett,  Civil  War  in  North  Carolina,  372-375. 
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William  T.  Sherman  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Head-Quarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Raleigh,  N.C.  1865. 

April  13,  10  P.M. 

You  will  I  know  pardon  my  late  answer  to  your  note  when  I 
tell  you  I  was  at  Mr.  Badger's^i^  and  was  detained  there  a  little 
longer  than  I  expected  by  the  interest  of  the  visit. 

Enclosed  please  find  the  papers  you  ask  for.  Please  send  the 
one  for  the  Provost  Marshal,  and  if  it  is  known  where  Mr.  Burg- 
win's  horses  are  they  can  be  got  tonight.  Otherwise  Gen. 
Walcuttii^  will  get  you  a  pair. 

I  hope  you  will  not  be  delayed  by  this  second  accident.  I  can 
well  appreciate  how  you  must  take  these  acts  of  war,  and  will  not 
even  offer  an  apology  but  rather  refer  to  them  to  illustrate  how 
rapidly  mens  ideas  of  property  degenerate  during  war. 

I  should  like  to  know,  if  during  your  brief  interview  with 
Wheelers  men  you  sent  any  message  likely  to  reach  Gov'r  Vance, 
to  assure  him  of  your  safety,  and  relieve  his  mind  of  the  idea  that 
you  had  been  detained  by  us. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 
Yr  obt  Servant. 


^^"^  George  Edmund  Badger  (1795-1866)  was  born  and  educated  a  Federalist,  joined 
the  Jacksonians  about   1828  but  was  a  Whig  by   1836.  He  was  briefly  secretary  of 
the  navy  prior  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Harrison  cabinet  and  United  States  senator 
from  1846  to  1855.  In  the  Senate  Badger  supported  Southern  rights  while  maintain- 
ing a  nationalist  posture.  He  opposed  Polk's  war  policies  and  the  Wilmot  Proviso, 
although  he  upheld  the  constitutionality  of  the  right  of  Congress  to  limit  slavery 
in   the  territories.   He  favored   all   the   1850  compromise  measures  except  the  one 
abolishing   the  slave   trade  in   Washington.   He  refused   to  accept   the  doctrine  of 
popular  sovereignty   but  voted   for  the   Kansas-Nebraska  bill — a  vote  he  lamented 
as   the  biggest  mistake  of  his  political  life.  A  firm   Unionist,  Badger  was  a  party 
foimder  and  an  elector  on   the  Constitutional   Union  ticket.  As  a  delegate  to  the 
North  Carolina  Secession  Convention  he  opposed  secession  and  proposed  a  declara- 
tion of  Southern  independence  as  the  proper  expedient.  Badger  supported  the  war 
without  enthusiasm   until  his  health   failed    in   1863.   By  profession    Badger   was  a 
lawyer  with  a  wide  and  successful  practice.  He  frequently  argued  cases  before  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  and  ranked  with  Webster,  Crittenden,  Berrien,  and 
Cushing  as  one  of  the  ablest  advocates  of  his  day.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography, 
I,  485486. 

"5  Charles  Carroll  Walcutt  (1838-1898).  of  Ohio,  was  a  graduate  of  the  Kentucky 
Military  Institute  in  1858,  who  entered  the  army  as  major  in  the  Forty-sixth  Ohio 
Regiment,  of  which  he  became  colonel.  He  was  promoted  to  brigadier  general  in 
July,  1864,  and  breveted  major  general  in  March,  1865,  "for  special  gallantry.  "  He 
servetl  under  Sherman  from  Shiloh  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Subsequently,  Walcutt  re- 
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William  Tecumseh  Sherman 

[Enclosure] 
Orders  from  William  T.  Sherman  to  Provost  Marshal 

Head-Quarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
In  the  Field,  Raleigh,  N.C.  1865. 

To  the  Provost  Marshal 
State  House 

Cause  the  Carriage  horses  of  Mr.  Thos.  P.  Burgwin  to  be 
hunted  up  tonight  and  returned  to  him.  If  they  cannot  be  found 
I  want  Gen.  Walcutt  to  procure  a  pair  of  Carriage  horses  in  time 
for  Mr.  Burgwin.  I  want  Governor  Graham  to  have  the  use  of  a 
Carriage  8c  pair  of  horses  that  he  may  proceed  on  his  journey 
early  in  the  morning. 


turned  to  Ohio  where  he  was  active  in  RepubUcan  politics  at  the  local  and  state 
levels.  He  was  warden  of  the  Ohio  penitentiary,  mayor  of  Columbus,  and  United 
States  collector  of  internal  revenue.  Warner,  Generals  in  Blue,  5M-535. 
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Wade  Hampton  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Hd.  Qts. 

April  14th.  1865. 

The  letter  I  send  to  General  Johnston  will  shew  you  the  rea- 
sons which  impel  me  to  refer  you  to  the  Comdg.  General. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  accompany  Major 
Saunders  to  the  Hd.  Qts.  of  General  Johnston  and  that  you  will 
not  deliver  the  letter  of  Gen'l  Sherman  to  Gov.  Vance,  until  the 
wishes  of  General  Johnston  are  known.  Gov.  Swain  can  consult 
his  own  inclination  as  to  accompanying  you. 

I  am 

Very  Respy  Yrs. 

Zebulon  B.  Vance  to  William.  A.  Graham.  A&H 

Greensboro 
April  19,  1865 

Bring  in  your  carriage  for  the  president.^i^ 

Zebulon  B.  Vance  to  William.  A.  Graham  A&H 

Greensboro, 

April  21st.,  [1865] 

Dear  Governor 

The  terms  agreed  upon  by  Johnston  &:  Sherman, ii^  embrace 
substantially,  1.  Truce,  suspension  of  hostilities  east  of  the  Miss, 
indefinitely,  not  to  be  broken  except  upon  48  hour  notice. 


116  Pies.  Jefferson  Davis,  now  in  flight  as  the  Confederacy  disintegrated. 

1^^  The  terms  offered  by  Sherman  were  generous  indeed;  they  were  so  broadly 
stated  as  to  encompass  political  reconstruction.  Sherman,  poorly  versed  in  law  and 
politics,  erroneously  believed  that  he  was  merely  following  the  generous  reconstruc- 
tion program  President  Lincoln,  now  assassinated^  had  outlined  to  him  at  their 
recent  meeting  at  City  Point.  Clearly  Sherman's  peace  proposals  went  beyond  any- 
thing Lincoln  would  have  countenanced  for  they  guaranteed  slave  property,  recog- 
nized the  insurgent  state  governments,  held  out  the  prospect  that  the  Confederate 
debts  might  be  valid,  and  assured  a  general  amnesty.  President  Johnson  and  his 
cabinet  quickly  overruled  Sherman.  Grant  hastened  to  Raleigh  to  convey  Secretary 
of  War  Edwin  M.  Stanton's  stern  order  setting  aside  the  agreements  described  in  this 
letter.  Sherman  and  Johnston   met  again  on  April  26,  1865,  at  the  Bennett  House 
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On  April  17  and  18,  1865,  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  met  with  General  Sherman 
to  negotiate  Johnston's  surrender.  Pictured  above  is  the  artist  Davis's  sketch  of  the 
Bennett  House  interior,  site  of  the  actual  surrender  on  April  26. 

2d.  The  disbanding  of  all  C.  S.  Armies,  their  arms  to  be  turned 
over  Sc  deposited  in  Capitols  of  each  State,  etc. 

3d.  Recognition  of  State  Gov'ts  intact,  upon  Governor's  taking 
oath  of  allegiance,  Sc  disputed  State  Governments  to  be  decided 
by  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.  S. 

4.  General  amnesty — no  man  to  be  disturbed  in  person  or 
property,  for  crime  of  rebellion,  etc. 

5.  Restoration  of  Courts,  &  authority  of  U.  S.  in  force  over  the 
Country. 

I  believe  these  are  the  principal  points.  The  paper  is  signed 
by  both  Generals,  who  add,  "that  not  having  complete  authority, 
they  agree  to  procure  the  ratification  of  their  principals  as  soon 
as  possible." 


near  Durham  Station  where  they  concluded  a  peace  settlement  much  like  the  Ap- 
pomattox agreement  between  Grant  and  Lee.  One  legacy  of  this  episotle  was  con- 
tinuing enmity  between  Sherman  and  Stanton.  Randall  and  Donakl,  Cii>il  War  and 
Reconstruction,  528-529;  Benjamin  P.  1  homas  and  Harold  M.  Hyman.  Stanton,  The 
Life  and  Times  of  Lincoln's  Secretary  of  War  (New  York:  Alfred  A.  Knopf,  1962), 
402-418  passim,  hereinafter  cited  as  Thomas  and  Hyman,  Stanton. 


304  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

I  fear  that  there  may  be  a  delay  which  will  cause  our  own  troops 
to  do  us  more  damage  than  the  enemy  could.  The  greatest  state  of 
anarchy  and  confusion  prevails  here. 

The  terms  are  better  than  I  expected,  and  I  hope  may  be  made 
final. 

I  would  write  more,  but  write  with  great  trouble,  and  haste, 
and  don't  know  that  I  can  get  this  to  you. 

Robert  D.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham         UNC 

Petersburg,  Va. 
April  25th,  1865 

Hearing  of  a  chance  opportunity  to  send  a  letter  to  N.C.  I  drop 
you  a  line.  I  hope  Jimmie  whom  I  left  in  good  health  at  Appomat- 
tox left  on  the  13th  instant  has  reached  home  before  this  and  in- 
formed you  that  John  and  myself  are  also  doing  well.  I  have 
[a]  bout  recovered  the  entire  use  of  my  leg,  but  haven't  thrown 
away  my  crutches  as  I  do  not  wish  to  suffer  any  farther  from  my 
wound,  if  possible.  John  is  improving  much  more  rapidly  than 
either  had  expected.  Uses  two  crutches  and  can  get  about  the 
room  very  well.  He  has  not  yet  been  paroled,  but  we  do  not  sup- 
pose there  will  be  any  difficulty  about  it  as  some  wounded  officers 
have  been  paroled  from  the  hospital  here. 

I  reached  here  eight  days  ago.  Was  admitted  to  the  United 
States  Hospital  as  an  outdoor  patient.  The  trip  to  Appomattox 
Court  House  injured  me  considerably,  but  as  I  before  said  I  have 
almost  entirely  recovered.  Shall  start  home  by  the  first  opportu- 
unity.  Should  like  to  get  a  horse  and  come  through  the  country, 
as  it  is  so  hard  to  find  out  when  the  railroads  will  be  in  order. 

Dave^i^  is  still  with  me  and  anxious  like  myself  to  get  home.  We 
are  still  with  Mr.  Johnson.  Capt  Chambers^i^  from  Brig  is  with 
us,  slightly  wounded.  Will  start  to  N.C.  with  me.  Lives  near  States- 
ville. 

Much  love  to  Father,  sister,  and  brothers. 


11^  Dave  was  young  Graham's  black  servant  for  whom  Appomattox  and  freedom 
presented  a  dilemma,  at  least  temporarily,  as  they  did  for  all  freedmen. 

11^  Henry  A.  Chambers,  of  Rowan  County,  was  captain.  Company  C,  Forty-ninth 
North  Carolina  Regiment.  Respected  for  his  vigor,  devotion,  and  ability,  he  was 
wounded  at  Five  Forks  in  the  closing  days  of  the  war.  Clark,  North  Carolina  Regi- 
ments,III,  128,  132,  147,401. 
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Giles  Mebane  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

May  [1865] 

I  wrote  a  note  to  Gen'l  Schofield  enquiring  wether  [sic]  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Military  authorities  that  the  legislature  should 
not  meet;  he  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

I  saw  none  of  our  friends  &  acquaintances  in  Raleigh,  except 
those  who  live  there.  From  what  I  could  learn,  I  think  it  would  be 
very  easy  to  retain  control  of  the  State  in  the  hands  of  the  honest 
portion  of  the  union  men  of  this  State;  all  we  want  is  a  news-paper, 
&:  I  think  that  professor  Hedricki^o  is  the  man  for  editor,  Sc  if 
Hanesi2i  of  Davidson  could  be  associated  with  him,  the  triumph 
would  be  complete.  Hedrick  had  gone  to  Washington  with  Moore 
&:  others. 122  \  learn  that  the  Confederate  press  can  be  rented,  %z 


120  Benjamin  Sherwood  Hedrick  (1827-1886)  was  born  near  Salisbury  of  sturdy 
German  stock.  He  was  educated  in  local  schools  before  attending  the  Lexington 
academy  of  the  Reverend  Jesse  Rankin.  In  1851  Hedrick  graduated  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina  with  highest  honors.  Upon  David  L.  Swain's  recommendation 
William  A.  Graham,  then  secretary  of  the  navy,  appointed  Hedrick  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  Nautical- Almanac.  He  eventually  settled  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  and 
continued  his  studies  of  chemisti^  and  mathematics  at  Harvard  College.  In  1854 
Hedrick  was  appointed  to  the  chair  of  analytical  and  agricultural  chemistry  at  his 
alma  mater.  By  1856  Hedrick  had  become  convinced  that  slavery  was  tletrimental  to 
southern  society.  Although  he  voted  for  Democratic  candidates  in  August,  1856,  he 
allowed  himself  to  be  drawn  out  in  public,  admitting  that  he  would  vote  for  the 
Republican  presidential  candidate  John  C.  Fremont  if  a  slate  of  electors  were  formed 
in  the  state.  There  followed  a  bitter  newspaper  campaign,  led  by  Holden's  North 
Carolina  Standard,  demanding  Hedrick's  instant  dismissal  from  the  university's 
faculty  before  his  "Black  Republican  views"  seduced  the  minds  of  his  students.  The 
beleaguered  Hedrick  wrote  a  worthy  defense  claiming  the  right  to  hold  private 
views  and  denying  that  he  had  sought  to  influence  any  students.  His  facidty  col- 
leagues and  the  UNC  trustees  disavowed  sympathy  with  Hedrick's  political  views. 
After  an  abortive  attempt  to  tar  and  feather  him,  Hetlrick  fled  to  the  North,  there- 
after returning  only  briefly  to  the  state.  In  1861  he  was  appointed  principal  exam- 
iner in  the  Unitetl  States  patent  office,  a  position  he  held  until  his  death.  In  1865 
Hetlrick  influenced  Johnson's  reconstruction  plans  for  North  Carolina  by  urging 
moderation  in  racial  changes  and  by  mging  Johnson  to  rely  on  former  Union  men 
antl  moderate  secessionists.  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography,  IX,  127-128. 

^21  Lewis  Hanes  (1826-1882),  a  native  of  Forsyth  but  now  of  Davidson  County,  was 
a  journalist  active  in  politics.  He  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  (1860- 
1862  and  1864-1865).  An  opponent  of  secession,  Hanes  was  a  significant  force  in  the 
peace  movement.  In  July  and  August,  1863,  the  North  Carolina  Standard  published 
a  series  of  Hanes  articles  signed  "Davidson"  which  attracted  wide  attention.  He  was 
briefly  private  secretary  to  Holden  in  1865,  but  quickly  found  that  he  did  not  belong 
in  that  camp.  Hanes  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1865  but  was  not  seated.  Later  he 
became  a  Republican  and  was  editor  of  the  Raleigh  Era.  Connor,  North  Carolina 
Manual,  1913,  588;  Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina,  53,  1 13,  133, 

122  Lhis  reference  is   to  a  group  composetl  of  David   L.  Swain,  Bartholomew   F. 
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the  paper  started  in  a  few  days,  if  proper  exertions  are  made.  I  do 
not  know  that  Hedrick  would  undertake,  but  from  what  I  heard 
I  think  he  would,  as  he  could  get  an  extensive  circulation  Sc  make 
the  business  very  profitable.  Mr.  Worth, ^23  who  takes  more  interest 
in  the  business  than  any  one  I  saw,  says  Hanes  would  go  into  it,  ^ 
that  he  is  right  in  regard  to  his  union  friends  of  the  old  Whig 
party.  Please  write  to  Worth — a  word  from  you  will  help  much. 
Mr.  Moore  or  Mr.  Readi24  should  be  our  candidate  for  governor. 
Please  stir  yourself  some  &:  let  not  the  State  fall  into  the  hands  of 
malignant  Sc  unworthy  men.  I  am  so  entirely  secluded  from  the 
outside  world  that  I  can  see  no-body.  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear 
any  further  suggestions  from  you.  I  fear  for  Vance.  H olden  went  to 
Washington  with  his  distinguished  delegation  upon  express  invi- 
tation; Moore's  delegation  by  permission. 

I  have  heard  that  you  have  been  invited  to  go  on.  I  hope  it  is 
true,  ^  that  you  will  go.  God  save  the  State! 

David  L.  Swain  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Chapel  Hill 
May  6th,  1865. 

Since  I  left  your  house  this  morning  fortnight,  startling  events 
have  precipitated  themselves  in  such  rapid  succession,  that  I 
have  little  opportunity  to  observe  them,  much  less  consider  their 
bearings  and  relation.  I  found  on  my  arrival  at  sun  rise  that  the 
bed  railing  of  our  vehicle  had  been  fractured  by  the  previous  days 
travel,  and  that  repairs  were  indispensable  before  further  use 
could  be  made  of  it,  &  at  present  I  can  get  nothing  done  by  black- 
smiths or  carriage  makers.  On  Monday  morning  our  bay  mare 


Moore,  and  William  Eaton.  They,  in  company  with  John  H.  Wheeler,  met  Antlrew 
Johnson  on  May  17,  1865,  at  which  time  Moore  objected  strenuously  to  presidential 
plans  for  appointing  a  North  Carolina  governor  and  the  calling  of  a  convention 
without  consultation  with  the  state  legislature.  Upon  their  return  to  the  White 
House  at  Johnson's  invitation  on  May  18,  the  group  foimd  another  party  of  North 
Carolinians  headed  by  William  W.  Holden  present.  The  Holden  party  included 
Robert  P.  Dick,  Willie  Jones,  W.  R.  Richardson,  J.  H.  P.  Russ,  W.  S.  Mason, 
Rev.  Thomas  Skinner,  and  Dr.  R.  J.  Powell.  Swain,  Moore,  and  Eaton  tleclined  to 
participate  in  any  further  discussions  and  withdrew,  as  did  President  Johnson.  Sub- 
sequently, those  remaining  agreed  that  Holden  shoidd  be  appointed  provisional 
governor  of  North  Carolina.  Johnson  concurred.  Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North 
Carolina,  106-108. 

123  Jonathan  Worth. 

124  Edwin  G.  Reade. 
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was  taken  from  the  stable  before  my  eyes,  and  in  defiance  of  my 
remonstrances.  Henderson  was  able  to  identify  her  and  she  was 
returned  the  next  day,  and  again  taken  away  some  time  during  the 
following  night,  though  fastened  immediately  contiguous  to  the 
house  where  my  guard  was  posted  and  by  the  side  of  his  horse.  I 
deemed  it  unsafe  for  Henderson  to  set  off  for  home  with  Wheeler's 
cavalry  immediately  in  front  and  Kilpatrick's  in  his  rear,  and 
directed  him  to  remain  and  report  to  me  in  person  night  and 
morning,  this  he  did,  but  not  very  punctually,  for  two  or  three 
days,  when  he  disappeared,  whether  for  the  purpose  of  going 
home,  or  down  the  country  I  have  been  unable  after  much  in- 
quiry to  ascertain.  I  hope  however  he  is  with  you.  After  his  de- 
parture I  gave  up  our  mare  as  lost,  since  I  had  no  one  who  could 
identify  her.  Capt.  Smith  (of  Gen'l  Atkins'^^s  staff)  however, 
though  he  had  never  seen  her  except  when  Henderson  pointed 
her  out  in  the  first  instance,  assured  me  that  the  command  should 
not  move  before  he  ferretted  her  out,  and  contrary  to  my  expecta- 
tion he  found  her  and  delivered  her  some  days  afterwards  and  she 
has  been  quietly  resting  in  my  stable  ever  since. 

The  Captain's  pride  was  roused  and  he  manifested  ten  times 
the  anxiety  to  deliver  that  I  felt  to  receive  her.  My  premises  were 
not  trespassed  upon  in  any  other  instance,  and  we  have  experi- 
enced not  merely  protection,  but  remarkable  quiet.  I  have  known 
the  time  when  my  boys  could  create  more  disturbance,  noise  and 
confusion  in  an  hour,  than  Gen'l  Atkins'  brigade  have  exhibited 
in  a  week.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  while  the  village  and  college  have 
been  remarkably  preserved,  our  friends  in  the  Country  have  in 
numerous  instances,  been  foraged  upon,  not  merely  severely,  but 
barbarously.  I  have  reason  to  believe  however,  that  the  greatest 
cruelties  exhibited  here,  were  tender  mercies,  in  comparison  with 
what  the  inhabitants  in  Georgia,  in  So.  Ca.  (especially)  and  even 
in  N.C.  previous  to  our  descent  to  Gen'l  Sherman's  Head  Quarters, 
endured. 

I  found  Gen'l  Wheeler's  division  here  on  my  return  from  your 
house.  He  arrived  the  previous  day  and  left  us  Sunday  morning, 
and  we  have  good  reason  to  exclaim!  Save  us  from  our  friends! 
though  certainly  unable  to  'take  care  of  our  enemies'.  The  advance 
guard  of  Gen'l  Atkins'  Brigade  came  in  upon  us  that  evening  and 
the    entire    Brigade    the    next    morning    (Monday    17th.)    They 


^^^Smith  Dykins  Atkins,  of  Illinois,  was  a  native  of  New  York  who  rose  from  cap- 
tain to  brevet  major  general  of  volunteei>>  in  the  Union  army.  He  later  married 
David  L.  Swain's  daughter.  Boatner.  Civil  War  Dictionary,  28. 
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marched  for  your  town  on  Wednesday  3rd.  inst.  and  the  following 
morning  at  the  same  hour  Gen.  Couch's^^e  division  of  infantry, 
said  to  number  10,000,  came  in  sight,  and  passed  through  by 
3  P.M.  I  had  a  very  pleasant  interview  with  Gen'l  Couch,  who 
was  Frank  Bryan's  classmate  at  West  Point,  his  junior  in  command 
of  the  battery  which  you  remember  fired  the  first  gun  at  Buena 
Vista,  where  both  were  slightly  wounded,  both  promoted  for 
gallant  conduct.  He  seemed  to  remember  my  visit  to  West  Point 
in  Sep.  '42,  and  as  Atkins  and  Kilpatrick  had  done  before  him 
manifested  anxious  desire  for  the  preservation  of  the  University. 
Gen'l  Kilpatrick  reviewed  Atkins'  Brigade  on  Saturday  (29)  and 
tendered  me  a  permanent  guard  for  the  Campus,  where  Gen'l 
Atkins  on  his  arrival  had  posted  a  dozen  men.  Company  D,  of  the 
10th.  Ohio,  consisting  of  some  38  men,  under  the  command  of 
Lieut.  Bradley,  a  genteel,  accommodating  and  energetic  officer 
held  the  Campus,  and  have  orders  to  remain  for  20  days.  Mounted 
men  patrol  the  streets  at  night,  and  citizens  who  desire  it  have 
guards  quartered  in  their  Houses. 

It  is  I  think  much  to  be  regretted  that  Gov.  Vance  did  not 
return  to  Raleigh  immediately  after  we  met  him  and  delivered 
the  safe  conduct  and  Gen'l  Sherman's  letter  at  your  house.  I  am 
satisfied  that  so  far  as  Gen'l  Sherman  is  concerned  he  would  have 
been  permitted  to  continue  in  the  discharge  of  executive  duties, 
until  the  Legislature  could  have  convened,  called  a  Convention, 
and  organized  the  government,  under  the  new  regime. 

We  have  no  mails,  and  none  but  casual  and  occasional  inter- 
course with  the  outer  world.  A  stray  number  of  the  Progress  or 
Standard,  finds  its  way  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  days,  and  more 


126  Darius  Nash  Couch  (1822-1897),  of  New  York,  graduated  from  West  Point  in 
1846  in  the  top  fifth  of  a  distinguished  class.  George  B.  McClellan  and  "Stonewall" 
Jackson  were  his  classmates.  He  fought  well  in  the  Mexican  and  Seminole  wai^  anti 
while  on  a  leave  of  absence  gained  recognition  as  an  able  naturalist  while  exploring 
in  Mexico  with  an  expedition  sponsored  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  In  1855  he 
resigned  his  commission  to  become  a  manufacturer.  Couch  was  colonel  of  the 
Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment  when  hLs  friend  McClellan  assimied  command  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Appointed  brigadier  general  to  rank  from  May  17,  I86I, 
he  spent  the  winter  of  1861-1862  training  raw  recruits.  He  had  a  distinguished  record 
as  a  division  commander  in  the  Peninsular  campaign  and  was  promoted  to  major 
general  in  July.  He  led  his  division  in  the  Second  Bull  Run  and  Antietam  campaigns 
but  saw  little  action.  He  was  heavily  engaged  at  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville, 
gaining  favorable  attention  in  both  battles;  however,  he  distrusted  Joseph  Hooker's 
capacity  for  high  command  so  thoroughly  that  he  asked  to  be  retired.  Ihis  action 
combined  with  his  close  relationship  with  McClellan  ended  his  militai'y  career  in  the 
East.  He  commanded  the  Pennsylvania  militia  during  the  Gettysburg  campaign. 
Going  then  to  the  West,  he  led  a  division  at  Nashville  and  in  the  Carolinas.  Warner, 
Generals  in  Blue,  95-96;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  204-205. 
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rarely  a  letter  or  a  visitor  arrives  from  Raleigh.  I  fear  however 
that  the  absence  of  Gov.  Vance,  will  afford  an  undesired  pretext 
for  the  appointment  of  a  military  governor  by  President  Johnston 
[sic] ,  that  the  latter  will  ignore  all  State  authorities  posterior  in  ap- 
pointment to  the  20  May  1861,  and  that  a  Convention  will  be 
called,  in  such  manner  and  on  such  principle  of  organization  as 
the  Military  Governor  may  prescribe. 

The  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  Convention  will  be  numer- 
ous, multifarious  and  very  important.  I  suppose  as  a  matter  of 
course  you  will  be  a  delegate  from  Orange  and  suspect  that  my 
friend  and  neighbour  Mr.  Phillipsi27  will  be  disposed  to  be  your 
colleague.  1  do  not  greatly  covet  the  position,  but  would  not 
decline  it  if  tendered. 

Crops  are  greatly  behind  the  seasons.  Many  farmers  are  wholly 
destitute,  or  at  best  very  imperfectly  supplied  with  horses  and 
mules.  Slaves  are  utterly  demoralized  and  almost  entirely  idle. 
Four  of  my  men  ran  off  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign.  Three 
have  returned,  but  only  one  is  on  my  premises.  Women  and 
children  wish  to  remain,  1  cannot  afford  to  keep  them,  and  am 
loath  to  drive  them  away.  The  County  Courts  will  I  think  find  it 
necessary  to  bind  out  the  children  in  very  numerous  instances 
and  then  the  women  may  manage  to  shift  [for]  themselves. 

A  new  revenue  system  for  the  State  must  be  arranged  at  once, 
and  a  very  moderate  scale  of  taxation  adopted. 

The  annihilation  of  property  in  slaves,  of  all  State  bonds  issued 
since  May  '61,  of  all  Confederate  Bonds  and  Confederate  money, 
of  probably  %  of  all  Bank  stock,  leaves  little  besides  but  land  and 
money  at  interest  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Treasury.  I  fear  the 
rail  roads,  which  previous  to  the  war  barely  paid  expenses  and 
made  no  dividends,  cannot  be  repaired  and  relaid  without  great 
difficulty,  and  if  that  can  be  done,  will  yield  no  revenue.  Our  fore- 
bodings at  the  beginning  of  the  contest  were  very  gloomy,  but 
neither  of  us  recognized  the  extent  to  which  we  suffered  and  have 
yet  to  endure. 

There  are  probably  few  neighborhoods  in  the  State  more  en- 
tirely denuded  than  hereabouts  and  around  Raleigh.  Manlyi28  is 
represented  to  have  been  "very  low  down"  until  his  farm  was 
stripped  of  negroes,  live  stock  and  provision,  has  now  rallied,  and 
says  that  the  only  living  thing  on  his  premises  is  a  solitary  rat,  and 
that  the  Yankees  are  in  hot  pursuit  after  that. 

May  God  have  mercy  on  the  Country  and  upon  us. 


127  Samuel  F.  Phillips. 

128  Former  Whig  governor,  Charles  Manly. 
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William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain     A&H:  SWAIN 

Hillsboro' 

May  11th,  1865 

I  am  indebted  for  your  letter  received  several  days  since.  My 
experience  and  that  of  our  Community  from  the  two  armies  has 
been  similar  to  yours.  I  was  deprived  of  a  Mule,  all  the  forage  &: 
Corn  in  the  crib  at  my  plantation,  several  Hogs,  and  had  my 
meadow  grazed,  all  by  our  own  troops.  Gen'l  Atkins'  provost  Mar- 
shal sent  me  a  guard  the  night  they  spent  here,  since  which  time 
I  have  had  none  except  my  son  Augustus,  sleeping  in  the  Barn  for 
the  protection  of  my  horses.  My  son,  James,  came  on  foot  from 
Appomatox  [sic^  C.  H.  after  the  surrender  of  Gen'l  Lee.  Joseph 
arrived  from  Tarboro'  last  week,  and  John  and  Rob't  and  my  man 
drove  from  Pet'bg  night  before  last.  The  safe  protection  of  them 
all,  through  the  dreadful  ordeal  of  a  four  years  war,  in  which  no 
one  was  ever  cheered  by  the  smile  of  patronage,  is  a  source  of 
fervent  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  good.  John  walks  with  a  crutch 
as  yet,  but  will  not  be  permanently  disabled.  Rob't  is  quite  re- 
covered. They  came  by  Danville,  and  would  have  arrived  earlier, 
but  for  the  delay  in  resuming  Railroad  travel  after  the  ravages 
of  Sheridan. 

The  death  of  Pres't  Lincoln  has,  I  fear,  given  a  new  direction 
to  our  fate.  Treas'r  Worthi29  went  to  Raleigh  after  the  surrender 
of  Johnston's  army,  bearing  a  letter  from  Gov.  Vance,  proposing 
to  return  and  resume  his  duties.  Sherman  having  left,  Schofield 
informed  him,  he  would  not  be  recognized  in  his  office,  nor  any 
other  officer  of  the  State.  The  Gov.  summoned  me  by  telegram  to 
see  him,  in  Greensboro;  after  consultation  he  desired  that  Mr. 
B.  Brown,i3o  Mr.  Gilmer^^i  and  myself  should  visit  Washington 


129  Jonathan  Worth. 

^^^  Bedford  Brown  (1792-1870),  of  Caswell  County,  was  an  active  North  Carolina 
political  figure  for  many  years.  He  was  a  member  of  Commons,  1815-1818;  state 
senator,  1828-1829,  1858-1863;  and  United  States  senator,  1829-1840.  He  was  whole- 
hearted in  his  support  of  the  Jackson-Van  Buren  administrations  and  became  so 
disgruntled  that  he  left  the  state  for  six  years  when  the  Calhoun  wing  of  the  party 
refused  to  return  him  to  the  Senate  in  1842-  He  was  an  advocate  of  states'  rights 
within  the  Union,  opposed  secession  in  the  Convention  of  1861,  but  urged  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war.  By  1863  this  militant  mood  had  passed.  Subsequently,  his 
old  Unionist  posture  caused  both  Governors  H olden  and  Worth  to  use  him  as  a 
mediator  in  Washington.  Although  Brown's  intellectual  equipment  was  mediocre 
and  he  was  an  unusually  poor  speaker,  he  exerted  considerable  influence  in  the 
Jacksonian  era.  Jackson  was  his  great  friend  and  model.  Brown  owned  a  large  planta- 
tion. Locust  Hill,  in  Caswell  County.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  HI,  104-105; 
McCormick,  Convention  Personnel,  22;  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  606. 

131  John  A.  Gilmer. 
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to  confer  with  the  Pres't  relative  to  superseding  the  State  Gov't 
garrisoning  the  Country  with  troops,  test  oaths,  etc.  Schofield 
going  to  Greensboro  about  this  time,  told  the  Gov  r  (as  my  son 
Wm.  informs  me)  that  it  was  perhaps  fortunate  that  he  had  been 
absent  from  Raleigh  from  the  first,  for  that  after  the  death  of 
Lincoln,  and  change  of  policy,  he  would  probably  have  been  re- 
quired to  leave.  As  to  sending  a  Com'n  to  Washington,  he  could 
not  grant  a  passport  till  he  had  consulted  the  Pres't — which  he 
would  do  by  telegraph.  And  I,  of  the  three,  residing  nearest  to 
Raleigh,  he  agreed  to  advise  me  on  receipt  of  a  reply.  On  last 
Monday  he  sent  a  telegram  saying  "the  permission  asked  by  Gov'r 
Vance  for  you,  &  other  gentlemen  to  visit  Washington,  is  not 
granted."  The  Gov.  was  told  he  need  not  apprehend  any  arrest 
by  the  Military,  and  might  go  where  he  pleased. 

I  look  upon  the  rejection  of  this  application  as  a  gross  indignity 
to  the  State,  and  an  indication  that  rude  conduct,  and  harsh  meas- 
ures may  be  expected.  The  Military  order  of  Schofield  does  not 
abolish  slavery  de  jure;  and  this  is  manifest  from  the  desire  for  a 
State  Convention;  but  in  fact  the  protection  of  the  slaves  by  the 
Military,  in  the  absence  of  Courts  of  justice,  takes  away  all  remedy. 
Henderson  did  not  return  after  driving  you  home.  Several  others 
of  mine  have  left.  I  have  told  the  rest  I  would  give  victuals  and 
clothes  as  usual,  and  would  allow  wages  out  of  the  crops,  where 
I  thought  them  earned,  but  this  must  be  left  to  me,  and  my  au- 
thority to  remain  the  same.  The  increase  will  be  greatly  dimin- 
ished, and  many  must  perish.  They  are  not  capable  of  determining 
for  themselves,  in  a  matter  of  so  much  moment,  and  leave  home 
in  search  of  freedom,  like  knights  errant  in  search  of  adventures. 
Some  30,000  are  congregated  at  New  Berne  10,000  at  Raleigh. 
Falsehood  circulates  among  them,  even  more  currently  than 
among  the  whites;  and  they  are  told  of  persons  and  places,  where 
easy  employment  Sc  high  wages  may  be  had  for  the  offering;  and 
are  deluded  off  in  this  expectation. 

You  may  have  heard  that  Mr.  J.  C.  Washingtoni32  is  in  prison 
at  New  Bern  for  language  uttered  by  him,  shewing  enmity  to  the 
U.  S.  I  think  there  is  a  misapprehension  in  the  matter,  and  have 


^^2  John    Cobb   Washington    (1801-1889),   of   Kinston,   was    the    brother   of  Susan 
Washington  Graham.  Clark,  "Washington  Descendants." 
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written  Maj.  Blounti33  to  get  Mr.  J.  H.  Bryani34  to  go  down,  and 
see  if  the  difficulty  cannot  be  reconciled.  I  have  no  doubt  he  in- 
tended merely  to  assert  the  theory  of  the  secessionist,  that  untill 
the  State  by  Convention  should  recede  from  her  secession  he  was 
an  enemy  to  the  U.S.  I  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  go  down  my- 
self. I  propose  to  go  to  the  Catawba  next  week,  having  not  been 
there  since  last  fall.  We  are  witnessing  the  servility  of  a  restora- 
tion in  the  course  of  certain  newspapers.  The  speeches  of  the 
President  show  vindictiveness,  and  I  look  for  Military  rule  for 
some  time,  with  test  oaths,  etc. 
With  kind  regard  to  Mrs.  S. 

Fam  very  truly  Yours. 

[P.  S.]  Mr.  Nash  hears  today  that  his  son  Fred  lost  from  wounds. 
Stonemani35  made  a  most  destructive  raid  in  Burke,  Lincoln, 
Gaston,  etc. 


^^^  Alexander  Clement  Blount  (1816-1912),  of  New  Bern,  was  married  to  Julia 
Elizabeth  Washington  (1824-1888),  a  cousin  of  John  Cobb  Washington  and  Susan 
Washington  Graham.  Clark,  "Washington  Descendants." 

^•^'*John  H.  Bryan  (1798-1870),  of  New  Bern  and  Raleigh,  was  the  son  of  a  pros- 
perous merchant  whose  family  settled  in  Craven  County  in  1747.  He  roomed  with 
John  Y.  Mason,  later  secretary  of  the  navy  and  attorney  general,  before  graduating 
from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  1814.  After  reading  law  with  William 
Gaston,  Bryan  practiced  in  New  Bern  and  in  Raleigh  (after  1838);  his  failing  health 
forced  gradual  retirement.  In  politics  he  was  a  firm  and  ardent  Whig.  He  was  four 
times  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  while  a  young  man  but  later  in  life  pro- 
moted Whig  principles  by  attending  meetings,  contributing  money,  letter-writing, 
and  public  addresses.  He  was  a  University  of  North  Carolina  trustee  for  forty-five 
years.  Bryan  and  Graham  had  similar  interests  and  views.  Their  correspondence  is 
frequently  very  revealing.  Van  Noppen  Papers. 

1^^  George  Stoneman  (1822-1894),  a  native  of  New  York,  graduated  from  the 
United  States  IVIilitai"y  Academy  in  1846.  After  service  in  the  Southwest  he  took  part 
in  the  Kearney  expedition  to  California.  During  the  Civil  War,  Stoneman  served  on 
McClellan's  staff  during  the  Peninsula  Campaign,  as  chief  of  the  Cavalry  Bureau  in 
Washington,  and  in  the  assault  on  Atlanta.  He  rose  from  brigadier  general  of  volun- 
teers to  brevet  major  general  in  the  regular  army.  Stoneman  is  best  remembered  for 
his  cavalry  raid  of  December,  1864,  through  southwestern  Virginia,  east  Tennessee, 
and  the  Carolinas.  In  the  spring  of  1865  he  led  another  raid  into  western  North 
Carolina  in  support  of  Sherman's  campaign  in  the  Carolinas. 

In  1883  Stoneman  retired  from  the  army  and  was  elected  governor  of  California. 
His  administration  was  a  stormy  one  due  to  his  opposition  to  increasing  railroad 
influence  in  state  and  business  affairs.  He  favored  legislation  encouraging  irrigation 
projects.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography ,  XVIII,  92;  Boatner,  Civil  War  Diction- 
ary, 802. 
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Fragment  of  Letter  from  William  A.  Graham  a&h 

to  Unidentified  Correspondent 

May    13th.,    1865 


I  expected  to  send  my  letter  several  days  since.  I  neglected  to  say 
in  it  that  I  have  no  desire  to  be  in  a  Convention  chosen  as  the 
proposed  one  is  likely  to  be.  To  represent  a  free  people,  and  de- 
vote one's  faculties  to  the  promotion  of  their  weal,  is  among  the 
noblest  employments  of  man;  but  to  figure  on  the  public  stage, 
the  appointee  of  the  Executive,  under  pretence  of  exercising 
popular  power,  is  a  farce  in  which  I  have  no  wish  to  play. 

A  Capt.  &:  Company  arrived  here  yesterday  to  search  for  arms, 
organize  a  local  force,  and  prepare  the  public  sentiment  for  the 
election. 

My  plantation  in  S.C.  was  robbed  of  Mules  &:  Horses  Sc  other 
articles,  and  the  neighbors  despoiled  of  Clothing,  (mens,  womens 
Sc  children's)  and  other  valuables.  Mr.  Bridgers,!^^  at  the  Iron 
Works,  writes  me  that  such  also  was  the  case  with  him. 

George  W.  Lay^^'^  to  William,  A.  Graham  a&h 

Richmond, 
May  3 1st,  1865 

Judge  Campbell  (now  a  prisoner)  desires  to  prefer  a  Memorial 
for  amnesty  supported  by  testimony  on  various  points. 

He  refers  me  to  you  for  a  statement  of  his  earnest  desire  and 
efforts  for  some  time  past  to  interpose  negotiation  on  terms  likely 
to  be  accepted  and  thus  terminate  the  war. 


136  In  1862  Robert  R.  Bridgers  had  joined  with  others  in  operating  the  High 
Shoals  Iron  Works  in  north  Gaston  County  during  the  Civil  War.  His  works  supplied 
the  Carolinas  with  nails  and  plows  and  may  have  been  the  second  largest  such  opera- 
tion in  the  Confederacy.  The  venture  of  revamping  the  High  Shoals  property  even- 
tually proved  unsuccessful.  Cope  and  Wellman,  The  County  of  Gaston,  104;  Diction- 
ary of  American  Biograph);,  III,  33-34. 

13^  George  W.  Lay  was  the  son-in-law  of  John  A.  Campbell  to  whom  this  letter 
refers. 
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He  would  be  gratified  by  a  response  (at  your  earliest  conveni- 
ence) addressed  to  me  P.  O.  Box  230,  or  preferably  by  private  op- 
portunity if  safe  and  speedy. 

He  has  been  removed,  we  know  not  where,  but  we  hope  to  be 
allowed  correspondence  with  him. 

I  suggest  that  your  memorandum  statement  need  not  be  ad- 
dressed to  any  one  in  particular. 

William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain     A&H:  SWAIN 

Hillsboro' 

July  3rd,   1865. 

My  son  Robert  (now  at  his  plantation  in  Mecklenburg)  who 
left  College  at  the  end  of  the  Sophomore  year,  desires  to  attend 
the  lectures  on  Chemistry  and  some  other  branches  of  Science  at 
the  next  session.  But  in  the  uncertain  condition  of  slaves  on  plan- 
tations at  present,  he  would  be  pleased  to  remain  where  he  is  un- 
till  the  Chemical  course  is  commenced.  This  in  former  years  was 

not  untill  the  session  was  one  or  two  months  advanced.  1  will 
thank  you  therefore  to  inform  me  when  he  should  attend,  for  the 
purpose  he  has  in  view.  At  the  recent  commencement,  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Faculty  were  uneasy  as  to  the  ability  of  the  University 
to  pay  salaries  at  the  next  session,  and  1  supposed  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  might  be  required  before  the  session  opened. 
If  so,  and  you  will  come  this  way,  I  may  go  to  Raleigh  with  you. 
Independently  of  this,  I  shall  be  gratified  by  a  visit  from  you, 
especially  to  learn  something  of  your  observations  at  the  North 
upon  our  present  extraordinary  situation.  I  have  seen  no  one  of 
either  of  the  Commissions  who  went  to  Washington. 

I  have  written  to  Mr.  Moore  to  ascertain  the  precise  import 
of  the  acts  of  Congress  &  Proclamation  embraced  in  the  oath  of 
'Amnesty."  I  take  it,  that  they  require  acquiescence  at  least,  in 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  perhaps  positive  exertions.  I  have 
taken  no  oath,  and  determined  on  nothing,  respecting  an  applica- 
tion for  pardon. 

I  fear  an  assassin's  pistol  has  given  us  peace  not  much  more 
desirable   than   war. 
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Magnanimity,  wisdom  and  a  regard  for  the  Constitution  might 
restore  harmony,  if  not  cordiaHty  in  our  relations.  These  seem 
sadly  wanting  in  the  policy  adopted. 

Mrs.  G.  Sc  myself  were  hurried  back  from  the  Catawba  by  a 
telegram  announcing  illness  [of]  my  son  George.  We  were  re- 
lieved in  finding  him  better  and  he  is  now  up  again. 

The  experiment  of  sudden  emancipation  is  not  yet  half  devel- 
oped. The  transition  state  will  last  for  years.  I  shall  be  able  to 
save  my  crops  of  this  year  but  have  no  assurances  for  the  next, 
nor  will  there  be  any  safety  against  thefts  and  other  depredations 
on  stock  at  large.  Tomorrow  our  new  Justices  are  to  meet  to  take 
oaths  and  elect  officers,  under  Proclamations.  These,  as  in  Henry 
8ths  time,  have  the  force  of  law;  but  not,  as  then,  by  virtue  of  any 
statute.  1  hear  that  Mr.  Bridgers  has  gone  to  Washington  on  invi- 
tation of  the  President. 

Brig.  Gen'l  Thomas, i^s  commanding  at  Charlotte,  informed  me, 
that  General  orders  had  been  received  in  Sherman's  army  before 
entering  Raleigh,  to  respect  Gov.  Vance,  etc. 

Mrs.  G.  unites  with  me  in  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Swain  and  the 
young  ladies. 

James  M.  Leach  to  William  A.  Graham,  UNC 


Lexington, 

July    4th.,    1865. 


Private  &  confidential. 


I  was  in  Raleigh  last  week.  On  my  way  there,  &:  while  in  the 
City,  your  name  was  mentioned,  incidentally,  in  conversation,  &  I 
was  surprised  to  hear  the  opinion  expressed  that  you  would  hard- 
ly be  pardoned  now,  &  probably  not  during  the  year;  Sc  the  reason 
assigned  was,  that  you  had  written  a  letter  to  Gov.  Swain  immedi- 


^^^  Samuel   Thomas,  of  Ohio,  rose  from  lieutenant   to  brevet   brigadier  general. 
Boatner,  Civil  War  Dictionary,  837. 
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ately  before  leaving  for,  or  while  at  Washington  City,  the  purport 
of  which  was,  that  the  move  made  to  appoint  a  Provisional  Gover- 
nor Sc  to  oust  Gov.  Vance  &:  the  Legislature  was  unconstitutional, 
Sc  a  farce,  etc.  I  confess  I  thought,  &:  still  think  it,  unconstitutional, 
&:  have  so  expressed  myself  to  several  intelligent  8c  prudent  friends. 
Thinking  you  may  not  have  heard  this,  Sc  fearing  there  might  be 
something  in  it,  that  might  operate  to  your  prejudice,  should  you 
apply  for  pardon,  I  thought  it  was  due  to  friendship  that  I  should 
write  to  you;  hoping,  however,  that  neither  this,  nor  any  other 
act  of  yours  may  delay  or  hinder  your  restoration  to  full  citizen- 
ship. 

I  felt  some  repugnance  in  my  own  case  in  asking  for  endorse- 
ments from  every  quarter.  So  I  wrote  a  letter  some  three  weeks 
ago,  directly  to  Pres't  Johnson  (before  I  knew  such  applications 
must  go  through  Pro.  Gov.  Holden)  referring  him  to  my  speech 
Sc  votes,  of  record  in  Washington,  during  the  36th.  Congress, 
8c  merely  stating  my  course  of  action  since,  both  as  a  participant 
in  the  War,  k  while  in  the  Confederate  Congress,  ^  for  a  wonder, 
Sc  to  my  surprise,  he  at  once  pardoned  me,  without  reference  to 
anyone,  ^  forwarded  to  Gov.  Holden,  directing  him  to  hand  it 
over.  In  that  letter  I  took  occasion  to  speak  in  commendatory 
terms  of  yourself  and  Mr.  Gilmer,  2c  other  friends  of  the  N.  C. 
delegation. 

If  your  case  is  to  be  delayed — assuming  that  you  have,  or  will 
soon  make  application, — it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  may  be 
because  extreme  radical  Union  men,  (who  seem  determined  to 
have  everything  their  own  way,)  might  fear  your  influence,  Sc  even 
success,  if  desired  by  you,  even  before  the  new  Legislature,  for 
Senatorial  honors.  In  this,  however,  I  may  be  mistaken,  as  well  as 
in  supposing  you  may  have  any  trouble  in  getting  a  pardon. 

Here  I  might  stop,  but  will  add,  as  this  is  a  confidential  letter, 
that  my  whole  business  in  Raleigh  was  to  try  to  aid  our  good 
friend  Gilmer.  He  had  sent  on  his  petition  direct,  as  I  had.  It  was 
not  acted  on.  He  then  sent  one  through  Holden,  Sc  here  there  was 
some  "hitch"  or  delay  or  hindrance,  Sc  he  wrote  me  to  do  all  I 
could  for  him,  Sc  I  went  to  G.  to  see  him,  but  he  had  left  for 
Baltimore  on  professional  business — some  mining  business,  I 
think — so  I  went  on  to  Raleigh,  Sc  urged  the  matter  before  Holden 
in  every  form  I  could  think,  Sc  in  the  conversation,  mentioned 
your  name,  with  some  commendation,  as  it  afforded  me  pleasure 
to  speak  of  you  in,  &:  he  replied,  speaking  in  kind  terms  of  you, 
Sc  assuring  me,  that  individually  he  desired  to  be  liberal,  even 
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magnanimous,  etc.,  &:  I  replied  it  was  the  only  course  that  would 
insure  the  permanent  ascendancy  of  conservative  principles  in 
the  State;  that  we  could  not  ostracize  able,  ^  in  the  main  true  Sc 
conservative  men,  etc.,  etc.,  but  only  the  leaders  original  or  later 
war- — Secession  Leaders.  He  agreed  with  me,  8c  thanked  me  for 
the  advice,  but  rather  seemed  to  waive  your  case,!^^  (indeed  it  was 
not  directly  before  us)  and  asked  me  to  write  him  what  I  had  said 
in  Gilmer's  behalf,  &  anything  else  that  might  occur  to  me,  &:  he 
would  make  as  favorable  an  endorsement  as  he  conscientiously 
could,  might  be  able  to  endorse  all  I  might  write,  Sc  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  such  an  endorsement  as  would  get  it  through, 
regretting  and  putting  unnecessary  stress  upon  his  African  Church- 
following,  Jew-Benjamin  speech!  i^o  which  I  believe  you  know  I 
begged  him  not  to  make — ^at  any  rate  he  knows  it  full  well.  So  I 
wrote  to  Holden  &  also  the  best  letter  I  could  to  Pres't  Johnson, 
&  I  trust  &:  believe  he  will  get  through.  He  was  in  much  trouble 
when  he  wrote  to  me,  judging  from  the  tone  of  his  letter. 

Well!  Governor,  we  are  pretty  thoroughly  whipped  and  ruined 
— I  know  1  am.  But  I  am  determined  to  give  in  as  cordially  as 
possible,  and  have  been  as  you  may  see,  speaking  at  Union  meet- 
ings, Sc  doing  all  I  can  by  advice  &:  otherwise,  to  restore,  or  aid  in 
the  restoration  of  the  civil  authorities,  &:  placing  the  State  again 
fully  under  the  old  flag.  1  hope  it  may  meet  with  your  approbation; 
but  whether  right  or  wrong,  I  have  taken  my  stand  and  shall  main- 
tain my  position.  Some  3  weeks  ago  I  declared  for  Holden  &:  John- 
son, provided  they  pursued  a  fair,  manly,  magnanimous  course,  and 
line  of  policy.  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  forgo  personal  Sc  political  preju- 
dices, &  to  support  the  Government  Sc  the  "powers  that  be," 
rather  than  see  the  State  kept  out,  the  federal  bayonet  kept 
amongst  us,  8c  all  the  confusion,  demoralization,  ^  crises  of  the 
present,  as  the  certain  concomitants  of  federal  presence,  Sc  the 
garrison-in g  policy. 

I  received  several  weeks  ago,  a  letter  from  you,  giving  me  some 
information  that  had  not  before  reached  me.  I  would  be  glad  to 
hear  from  you  at  any  time. 


139  Holden,  now  provisional  governor  of  North  Carolina,  was  bitterly  hostile  to- 
ward Graham  at  this  time,  probably  because  Graham  had  not  endorsed  the  peace 
movement  despite  Holden's  pleas  that  he  do  so.  At  any  rate  Holden  apparently  had 
decided  not  to  recommend  a  pardon  for  the  former  Governor  Graham. 

1*^  Gilmer,  despite  the  warnings  of  the  peace  faction  in  the  North  Carolina  con- 
gressional delegation,  had  endorsed  the  position  taken  by  Judah  P.  Benjamin  in  his 
speech  of  February  9,  1865. 
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David  L.  Swain  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Chapel  Hill, 
July  4th,    1865. 

I  have  just  received  your  favour  of  yesterday. 

I  returned  from  New  York  by  way  of  Hillsborough  and  would 
have  called  in  upon  you,  but  for  the  unfavorable  intelligence 
which  reached  me  upon  the  train  in  relation  to  George's  health. 
I  was  very  anxious  to  see  you,  for  I  had  a  thousand  things  to  say  to 
you,  that  I  cannot  easily  communicate  in  writing. 

The  government  of  the  country  is  at  present,  and  will  be  for 
some  time  to  come,  a  military  despotism.  The  President  had  de- 
termined upon  his  course  of  action  before  our  arrival  at  Washing- 
ton, and  was  impervious  to  argument.  We  had  a  three  hours  inter- 
view the  day  after  our  arrival,  and  pressed  him  most  earnestly  to 
allow  the  Legislature  to  be  convened,  either  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  Senate,  or  Gen'l  Schofield,  assured  him  that  the  result  would 
be  the  immediate  call  of  a  Convention,  to  repeal  the  Ordinance  of 
Secession,  when  the  Government  would  be  restored  to  its  former 
state,  by  the  election  of  Governor,  etc.,  etc.  That  all  former  pre- 
cedents, were  in  favour  of  a  call  of  Convention  by  a  legislative 
body,  that  a  departure  from  the  usage  ought  not  to  take  place 
without  such  cogent  reasons  as  did  not  seem  to  us  to  be  presented 
in  the  condition  of  our  affairs,  and  might  give  rise  to  apprehen- 
sions which  it  was  desirable  to  avoid.  His  mind  however,  as  soon 
became  manifest,  was  already  made  up,  and  all  that  remained  for 
us  to  do,  was  to  endeavour  to  modify  a  course  of  policy  which  we 
could  not  control.  The  result  is  that  the  Governor  is  in  the  full 
exercise  of  powers,  not  merely  greater  than  known  to  any  of  his 
predecessors,  but  greater  than  ever  were  claimed  for  an  English 
monarch  since  1688. 

The  President  upon  the  whole  however,  made  a  favorable 
impression  upon  me.  He  has  a  clear  head  and  strong  will,  and 
thinks  for  himself.  He  will  be  much  more  apt  to  control  his  Cabi- 
net, arbitrarily  than  submit  to  direction  from  any  quarter. 

I  regret  to  be  constrained  to  say  that  there  is  less  charity  for  the 
rebellion,  in  the  Northern  mind,  than  I  had  supposed.  We  are 
regarded,  even  by  well  informed  men,  as  not  merely  in  the  wrong, 
out  without  the  semblance  of  excuse.  The  violent  death  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  a  most  deplorable  event,  and  the  increasing  multi- 
tude, and  too  many  of  the  leaders,  in  the  frenzy  of  the  moment 
were  inclined  to  wreak  summary  vengence  on  Mr.  Davis  and  his 
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most  conspicuous  followers.  Too  much  of  this  temper  is  still  ex- 
hibited, but  I  think  it  is  gradually  yielding  to  the  force  of  reason, 
and  that  ultimately  nothing  beyond  disfranchisement  and  for- 
feiture will  be  insisted  upon  in  any  case.  A  pardon  in  your  case  is 
necessary,  and  may  I  suppose  be  readily  obtained  through  the 
intervention  of  Gov.  Holden. 

Mr.  Bridgers  went  to  Washington,  not  on  the  invitation  of  the 
President,  but  to  sue  for  a  pardon,  as  I  learned  from  Col.  G.  W. 
Jones^^i  of  the  Ho.  of  Rep.  from  Tennessee,  who  spent  some  days 
with  Mr.  B.  and  was  pardoned  the  day  after  my  return  to  Wash- 
ington from  New  York. 

I  suppose  you  are  aware  that  an  appointee  to  office  must  swear 
that  "I  have  never  voluntarily  borne  arms  against  the  U.S.  since 
I  have  been  a  citizen  thereof;  that  I  have  voluntarily  given  no  aid, 
countenance,  counsel  or  encouragement  to  persons  engaged  in 
armed  hostility  thereto;  that  I  have  neither  sought,  nor  accepted, 
nor  attempted  to  exercise  the  functions  of  any  office  whatsoever, 
under  any  authority  or  pretended  authority,  in  hostility  to  the 
U.S.;  that  I  have  yielded  voluntary  support  to  any  pretended 
government,  authority,  process  or  constitution,  with  the  U.S. 
hostile  or  inimical  thereto,"  etc. 

The  Act  requiring  this  oath,  had  it  is  said  escaped  the  attention 
of  the  authorities  at  Washington,  when  the  Governor  &:  Judge 
were  appointed,  that  Judge  D  [ick]i42  has  stated  his  inability  to 


1'*!  George  Washington  Jones  (1806-1884),  a  native  of  Virginia,  migrated  to  Tennes- 
see early  in  life.  Educated  in  the  common  schools  and  academies  of  Tennessee,  Jones 
was  a  saddler's  apprentice  prior  to  embarking  on  a  long  political  career.  He  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  1832  to  1835;  was  a  member  of  the  state  legislature.  1835  to 
1841;  and  was  elected  as  a  Democrat  to  eight  terms  in  the  lower  house  of  Congress, 
serving  from  1843  to  1859.  He  represented  Tennessee  in  the  first  Confederate  Con- 
gress. Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1 136. 

142  Robert  Paine  Dick  (1823-1898),  of  Greensboro,  attended  the  Caldwell  Institute, 
and  was  graduated  by  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  1843.  A  successful  lawyer, 
Dick,  like  many  of  his  profession,  was  active  in  politics.  He  was  a  Douglas  Democrat 
in  1860,  refusing  to  withdraw  from  the  Baltimore  Convention  and  working  diligently 
to  elect  Douglas  as  the  only  alternative  to  disunion.  After  Lincoln's  call  for  troops, 
Dick  was  a  member  of  the  Secession  Convention.  He  voted  first  for  the  abortive 
Badger  ordinance  of  revolution,  embracing  secession  only  as  a  last  resort.  During  the 
Civil  War  he  served  on  the  council  of  state,  supported  Holden  in  the  gubernatorial 
contest  of  1864,  and  was  himself  elected  in  1864  to  the  state  Senate  as  a  peace  candi- 
date. He  urged  Andrew  Johnson  to  grant  a  general  amnesty  and  declined  appoint- 
ment to  the  federal  bench  because  he  would  not  take  the  "ironclad"  oath.  A 
Conservative  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1865,  Dick  moved  gradually 
to  accept  congressional  reconstruction.  He  participated  in  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party.  From  1868  to  1872  he  was  associate  justice  of  the  North  Carolina 
Supreme  Court  and  was  subsequently  a  federal  district  judge.  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography.  V,  287-288. 
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take  it,  &:  that  Atto.  Gen'l  Speedi"^  ^as  greatly  perplexed  as  to 
what  must  be  done. 

I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  have  all  impediments  removed,  in  time 
for  a  nomination  to  the  Convention.  It  is  immeasurably  important 
that  our  ablest  &:  best  men  should  be  called  into  service.  The 
President  is  earnest  in  his  professions  of  regard  for  his  native  state, 
and  of  anxiety  that  N.C.  shall  be  the  model  for  her  southern 
sisters. 

Gov.  Vance  and  Gov.  Letcheri44  are  in  the  Carrol  Prison.  Your 
old  friend  Gov.  Corwin^^^  who  speaks  of  you  in  very  warm  terms 
of  regard,  and  charged  me  to  present  him  most  kindly  to  your 
remembrance,  is  exerting  himself  to  procure  an  immediate  en- 
largement of  the  courts  of  the  City,  and  an  early  unconditional 
release  for  Gov.  Vance. 

David  L.  Swain  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Chapel  Hill, 
July  7th,   1865. 

I  have  intended  for  a  day  or  two  to  visit  you  tomorrow  and  ac- 
company you  to  Raleigh  on  Monday,  but  the  weather  is  danger- 
ously warm  and  my  conveyance,  the  Rockaway,  which  carried  us 


^^  Kentuckian  James  Speed  (1812-1887),  a  graduate  of  St.  Joseph's  College,  was  a 
lifelong  student,  practitioner,  and  teacher  of  the  law.  He  was  opposed  to  slavery — a 
position  taken  publicly  in  1847  while  he  was  a  state  senator — and  sought  to  preserve 
the  Union  while  avoiding  war.  A  member  of  the  Constitutional  Union  party's  central 
committee.  Speed  was  returned  to  the  Kentucky  state  senate  in  1861  and  exerted 
influence  to  keep  his  state  from  seceding. 

In  1864  he  was  appointed  attorney  general  by  President  Lincoln.  Upon  Lincoln's 
assassination  he  favored  trial  of  the  Lincoln  plot  conspirators  by  military  tribunal. 
He  broke  with  Andrew  Johnson  over  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  Bill  veto  and  resigned 
from  the  cabinet.  Speed  abandoned  moderation.  In  September,  1866,  he  attended 
and  chaired  the  Southern  Radical  Convention  in  Philadelphia.  He  became  a  promi- 
nent Republican,  advocating  Negro  suffrage  and  the  Fourteenth  Amendment.  Dic- 
tionary of  American  Biography,  XVII,  440441. 

*'*^  John  Letcher  (1813-1884),  of  Lexington,  Virginia,  graduated  from  Washington 
(now  Washington  and  Lee)  College  in  1833.  He  became  a  lawyer  and  journalist, 
editing  the  Valley  Star,  a  Democratic  paper  in  a  Whig  county.  By  1847  he  had 
become  an  advocate  of  abolition  in  northwestern  Virginia.  While  representing  his 
district  in  Congress  (1851-1859),  he  defended  Southern  rights  but  never  glorified 
slavery.  He  supported  Douglas  in  the  presidential  contest  of  1860  and  opposed  seces- 
sion until  Lincoln's  call  for  troops.  He  served  as  war  governor  (1860-1864)  and  sup- 
ported the  Confederate  war  effort  with  vigor.  After  the  war  he  advised  Virginians 
to  accept  the  results  of  defeat  and  set  a  good  example  for  them  by  quietly  resuming 
his  law  practice  in  Lexington.  He  was  twice  elected  to  the  state  House  of  Delegates 
in  the  1870s.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XI,  192. 

145  Thomas  Corwin   (1794-1865),  a  native  of  Kentucky,  enjoyed  a  long  political 
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from  Raleigh  to  Hills boro  in  April,  undergoing  repairs  which 
may  not  be  completed  in  time,  and  my  movements  therefore  un- 
certain. If  I  do  not  go  up  tomorrow,  I  must  go  down  to  Raleigh 
on  Monday,  and  am  very  anxious  to  see  you.  May  I  not  hope  to  see 
you  there? 

I  mentioned  the  other  day  that  our  government  was  at  present 
a  military  despotism,  and  would  continue  to  be  so  for  some  time 
to  come. 

The  President  grounds  his  argument  for  the  assumption  of  all 
power,  on  the  4th.  Sec.  of  the  4th  Art.  of  the  Constitution.  "The 
U.S.  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form 
of  government,"  et.  cet.  He  insists  that  no  State  has  seceded  or  can 
secede,  but  that  the  rebellion  has  entirely  disorganized  the  re- 
bellious States,  and  that  therefore  he  has  the  power  to  begin  at  the 
foundation,  build  up  and  reconstruct  the  entire  framework  of 
State  Government.  So  perfect  is  his  conception  of  the  demolition 
of  our  institutions  that  I  suppose  Gov.  Holden  regards  my  trustee- 
ship, and  Presidency  of  the  Univ.  vacated, ^^^  and  the  offices  at 
present  within  his  gift.  As  in  your  case  I  have  taken  no  oath,  and 
as  he  sent  me  to  West  Point  without  one,  I  suppose  I  may  regard 
my  commission  as  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  a  statute  pardon. 

I  send  herewith  a  Cincinnati  paper  containing  the  speeches  of 
Gen'l  Schenck^^^  Sc  Judge  Sherman^^  at  Columbus  on  the  21. 

career  in  Ohio  where  he  grew  up.  A  lawyer  by  profession,  Corwin  was  a  Whig  con- 
gressman (1831-1840),  governor  of  Ohio  (1840-1842),  a  United  States  senator  (1845- 
1850),  secretary  of  the  treasury  (1850-1853),  and  United  States  minister  to  Mexico 
(1861-1864).  Corwin's  fond  memories  of  Graham  stem  from  those  happier  days  when 
they  were  colleagues  in  the  Fillmore  cabinet.  Concise  Dictionary  of  American  Biog- 
raphy, 194;  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  740. 

1'*^  Not  until  July,  1868,  was  Swain  removed  from  the  presidency  of  the  Univereity 
of  North  Carolina;  however,  his  tenure  after  the  spring  of  1865  was  controversial  and 
widely  unpopular.  The  university  suffered  as  a  consequence.  Swain's  reputation  had 
been  damaged  because,  with  Graham,  he  had  treated  with  Sherman,  his  daughter 
Eleanor  had  married  Union  Brig.  Gen.  Smith  D.  Atkins,  of  Sherman's  army,  and  he 
had  been  too  conciliatory  in  accepting  the  "enemy."  Henderson,  Campus  of  the  First 
State  University,  183-188. 

^■^^  Robert  Cummings  Schenck  (1809-1890),  was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  a  graduate  of 
Miami  University,  Oxford,  Ohio.  A  successful  lawyer  and  Whig  politico,  he  was  a 
state  representative  (1839-1843),  United  States  congressman  (1843-1851),  and  minister 
to  Brazil  (1851-1853).  Soon  after  Schenck  returned  to  the  United  States,  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  debates  reopened  the  divisive  question  of  slavery  extension.  A  strong  anti- 
slavery  man,  Schenck  joined  the  newly  founded  Republican  party.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  to  urge  Abraham  Lincoln  to  seek  nomination  and  campaigned  vigorously  for 
his  man  in  the  election  of  1860.  For  over  two  years  when  war  came,  Schenck  served  as 
a  Union  officer,  rising  from  brigadier  to  major  general  of  volunteers.  Elected  to 
Congress  while  still  in  Union  service,  he  resigned  his  commission  in  December,  1862, 
and  was  seated  in  March,  1863.  From  1863  until  his  resignation  in  January,  1871, 
Schenck  was  a  partisan  Republican  who  considered  Lincoln  too  moderate  and  sub- 
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June.  Gen.  S.  knows  you  personally,  was  the  Pres't  of  the  Board  of 
Visitors  and  delivered  this  speech  while  I  was  at  West  Point.  I  had 
much  familiar  intercourse  with  him,  and  very  free  discussion  in 
relation  to  the  States  of  Rebellion.  He  is  a  man  of  considerable 
ability,  and  not  very  liberal  views  in  relation  to  men  or  things. 
He  competed  with  Vallandigham  at  the  last  election,  holds  him 
in  great  contempt,  and  has  no  charity  for  copperheads  in  general. 
He  was  originally  an  old  line  Whig,  and  has  been  the  life  long 
friend  of  your  friend  Gov.  Corwin.  Senator  Nye^^^  of  Nevada, 
an  abler,  and  Senator  Wilkinson^^^  of  Minnesota,  an  inferior  man, 

sequently  opposed  the  Johnson  plan  of  reconstruction.  As  chairman  of  the  House 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  he  advocated  contraction  of  the  currency  at  the  war's 
entl.  He  was  minister  to  Great  Britain  from  1870  to  1876.  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography,  XVI,  427-428. 

i^^John  Sherman  (1823-1900),  of  Ohio,  and  brother  of  William  Tecumseh  Sher- 
man, attended  the  common  schools.  Homer  Academy  of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  and  read 
law  in  preparation  for  a  long  and  influential  career  in  public  life.  An  old-line  Whig, 
Sherman  became  an  enthusiastic  Republican  and  was  among  the  earliest  champions 
of  the  new  party  to  win  prominence.  He  served  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  1855- 
1861;  the  United  States  Senate,  1861  1877,  and  1881-1897;  as  President  Hayes's  secre- 
tai-y  of  the  treasury,  1877-1881;  and  as  President  McKinley's  secretary  of  state,  1897- 
1898.  He  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  Republican  presidential  nomination 
in  1880,  1884,  and  1888. 

Although  his  pereonal  preferences  were  conservative,  Sherman  was  attuned  to  his 
more  moderate  or  sometimes  radical  Ohio  electorate.  Two  examples  will  suffice:  his 
attitudes  on  reconstruction  were  moderate  but  he  usually  voted  with  the  Radicals; 
during  the  war,  he  responded  to  the  debtor  psychology  of  his  supporters  by  working 
to  make  greenbacks  legal  tender.  He  also  led  in  planning  the  national  banking  sys- 
tem. As  treasuiy  secretary,  Sherman  advocatecl  cancellation  of  greenbacks  and 
resumption  of  specie  payments.  His  consei^ative  fiscal  policies  and  colorless  person- 
ality may  have  cost  him  the  presidency.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XVII, 
84-88. 

1*^  James  Warren  Nye  (1815-1876),  was  bom  in  Madison  County,  New  York.  A 
lawyer  by  profession,  he  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at  Cortland  Acad- 
emy, Homer,  New  York.  An  able  jurist,  he  was  judge  of  his  native  county  from  1840 
to  1848,  when  he  relocated  in  Syracuse  and  established  a  successfid  legal  practice.  In 
1857  he  became  the  first  president  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Police  for  New  York 
City. 

Nye  had  been  deeply  touched  by  the  slavery  issue.  He  was  twice  defeated  as  an 
antislavery  candidate  for  Congress  and  moved  naturally  into  the  Republican  party, 
A  noted  orator  who  frequently  laced  his  rhetoric  with  Biblical  quotations,  Nye  be- 
came a  staunch  Lincoln  man,  taking  the  stump  on  behalf  of  the  administration. 

In  1861  President  Lincoln  appointed  Nye  governor  of  Nevada  Territory.  He  proved 
an  excellent  governor  and  served  until  elected  United  States  senator  when  Nevada 
became  a  state  in  1864.  Always  a  loyal  Republican,  he  was  a  senator  until  1873. 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XIII,  600;  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress, 
1397. 

150  Morton  Smith  Wilkerson  (I8I9-I894)  was  a  native  of  New  York  whose  mature 
years  were  spent  in  Minnesota.  After  a  common  school  education  he  reatl  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1842.  After  practicing  in  Michigan  for  a  few  years,  he 
relocated  in  the  Minnesota  Territory  in  1847.  He  served  successively  as  a  member  of 
the  territorial  assembly,  1849;  Ramsey  County  register  of  deeds,  I85I  to  1853;  antl  as 
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Gov.  Cox^^i  of  Maryland  and  Col  Driggs^^^  of  Michigan,  a  member 
of  the  House,  concur  with  Schenck  in  opinion,  and  will  all  be 
disposed  to  keep  the  rebel  States  in  abeyance.  Combined,  they 
may  be  regarded  as  exponents  of  a  powerful  party  now  in  the  pro- 
cess of  formation.  They  all  believe  that  the  "arch  traitor  Jeff 
Davis"  Thompsoni53  g^  others  conspired  to  assasinate  [sic]  Mr. 
Lincoln,  and  were  guilty  of  the  still  greater  atrocity  of  murdering 
by  starvation  and  other  means  thousands  of  Union  soldiers  at 
Andersonville  and  elsewhere.  About  the  time  of  Mr.  Lincoln's 
death  all  were  the  advocates  of  Capital  punishment  in  the  cases  of 
Davis,  Stephens,  &:  others.  They  are  somewhat  softened  now,  and 
will  ultimately,  I  think,  be  content  with  confiscation,  and  dis- 
franchisement. N.C.  is  less  obnoxious  than  her  confederates,  but 
it  is  by  no  means  certain,  that  any  one  who  cannot  take  the  oath 
copied  in  my  last,  will  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  next  Congress. 
I  hope  you  will  be  there,  with  the  commission  of  a  Senator.  The 
issue  can  be  made  by  you  with  better  prospects  of  success  than 
any  one  else.  Preparatory  to  this,  it  is  important  that  you  shall  be 
promptly  pardoned.  The  recommendation  of  Gov.  Holden  is 
indispensable  and  may  be  readily  obtained,  and  you  must  go  into 
the  Convention. 


a  commissioner  to  codify  Minnesota  territorial  law.  In  1859  he  was  elected  a  Republi- 
can senator  from  the  new  state  of  Minnesota.  He  was  defeated  in  his  attempt  to  gain 
reelection.  After  the  war  he  sat  in  the  Forty-fii-st  Congress  (1869-1871),  the  state 
Senate  (1874-1877),  and  was  prosecuting  attorney  for  Faribault  County  (1880-1884). 
Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1816-1817. 

^^^  This  reference  was  to  Christopher  C.  Cox,  who  was  elected  lieutenant  governor 
of  Maryland  in  1864.  He  ran  on  a  Union  ticket  and  was  backed  by  the  war  forces. 
Heinrich  Ewald  Buchholz,  Governors  of  Maryland,  From  the  Revolution  to  the  Year 
1908  (Baltimore:  Williams  and  Wilkins  Company,  Second  Edition,  1908),  189,  195, 
hereinafter  cited  as  Buchholz,  Governors  of  Maryland. 

1^2  John  Fletcher  Driggs  (1813-1877)  was  born  in  New  York  and  engaged  in  business 
there  before  moving  to  Michigan  in  1856.  He  continued  his  business  career  in  Michi- 
gan antl  entered  politics,  serving  in  the  state  legislature  in  1859  and  1860.  Driggs 
served  as  a  Union  colonel  prior  to  his  election  to  the  United  States  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  1862.  He  served  three  terms  (March  4,  1863,  to  March  3,  1869).  Bio- 
graphical Directory  of  Congress,  830. 

*^  This  is  probably  Jacob  Thompson  (1810-1885),  who  was  a  native  of  Caswell 
County.  He  removed  to  Misissippi  after  graduating  from  the  university  in  1831.  A 
successful  lawyer  by  profession,  Thompson  enjoyed  an  active  public  career.  He  was 
a  Democratic  congressman  (1839-1851)  and  secretary  of  the  interior  (1857-1861)  in 
the  Buchanan  cabinet.  Thompson  was  an  ardent  Southern  rights  man  who  resigned 
from  the  cabinet  on  January  8,  1861,  anticipating  by  one  day  Mississippi's  secession. 
During  the  Civil  War  Thompson  was  inspector  general  of  the  Confederacy  and  a 
confidential  agent  to  Canada  (1864-1865).  After  a  brief  European  exile  Thompson 
settled  permanently  in  Memphis,  Tennessee.  Concise  Dictionary  of  American  Biog- 
raphy, 1060;  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1708. 
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I  received  a  letter  from  our  old  friend  Weld  on  N.  Edwards^^^ 
yesterday,  who  is  about  to  apply  for  a  pardon,  and  requests  a  letter 
from  me,  in  his  behalf,  to  President  Johnson,  which  I  will  write 
when  I  get  to  Raleigh. 

Gen'l  Schenck  has  no  idea  of  retaining  a  standing  army  of  less 
than  100,000  men.  I  suggested  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  the 
propriety  of  appointing  a  Committee,  not  merely  to  revise,  but  to 
rewrite  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  free  it  of  the  absurd 
intimation,  that  standing  armies  were  dangerous,  either  in  time  of 
peace  or  of  war,  or  that  any  other  species  of  government,  than  the 
Military,  was  in  accordance  with  the  modern  theory  of  Civil 
Liberty. 

I  concur  with  you  in  the  opinion  that  with  reference  to  Eman- 
cipation, we  are  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Take  the  cele- 
bration of  the  4th.  at  Raleigh,  for  example.  Mr.  Phillipsi^^  was 
summoned  from  Chapel  Hill  to  mark  the  extraordinary  occasion. 
His  speech  was  doubtless  a  good  one  delivered  to  a  thin  audience, 
without  the  ordinary  accompaniment  of  dinner,  wine,  or  toasts. 
The  negroes,  on  the  other  hand,  with  flaunting  banners,  and  in 
more  than  one  instance,  insulting  miens,  were  prominent  in  the 
principal  streets,  had  speeches,  songs,  religious  observances,  a 
plentiful  and  luxurious  dinner,  and  cast  their  white  brothers  en- 
tirely in  the  shade.  The  gentler  sex  shone  conspicuously, 

"The  glowing  domes  of  Zamas  royal  court — Have  faces  flushed 
with  most  exalted  shame,  and  when  with  these,  my  Prince  you 
soon  forget,  the  pale  unripened  beauties  of  the  North." — (Addi- 
son slightly  revised.) 

President  Johnson  is  ultimately  to  become  the  standard  bearer 
of  the  South — Chase^^e  or  Sumneri57  will  head  the  radical  aboli- 
tionists. 


^^4  Weklon  Nathaniel  Edwards  (1788-1873),  of  Northampton  County,  was  a  trained 
lawyer  but  was  more  interested  in  agriculture  and  politics.  He  was  a  protege  of 
Nathaniel  Macon  and  was  in  complete  sympathy  with  the  views  of  his  mentor.  He 
was  a  member  of  Commons  in  1814;  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives, 
1815-1827;  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1835,  where  he  opposed  democratic 
reforms;  the  state  Senate,  1833-1846  and  1850-1854;  and  the  Convention  of  1861,  where 
he  presided.  He  shrank  from  exercising  the  right  of  secession  before  Lincoln's  elec- 
tion, but  soon  became  its  chief  proponent.  His  election  to  the  presidency  of  the 
convention,  in  a  contest  with  Graham,  indicated  clearly  that  the  secessionists  were 
dominant.  After  1862  he  devoted  his  time  to  writing  a  Memoir  of  Nathaniel  Macon 
of  North  Carolina.  Despite  the  ravages  of  war  and  defeat  Edwards  led  a  comfortable 
life  on  his  beloved  plantation.  Poplar  Mount,  near  Ridgeway.  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography,  VI,  45-46. 

'^^  Samuel  F.  Phillips. 

15^  Salmon  Portland  Chase  (1808-1873),  of  Ohio,  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire 
and  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College.  After  a  long  career  as  United  States  senator 
and   Ohio   governor,    Chase,    a   presidential    aspirant   himself,  joined    the    Lincoln 
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[P.S.]  A  letter  from  Anna  written  yesterday  at  Raleigh  mentioned 
that  Mr.  J.  C.  Washington  would  return  from  New  Bern  today 
and  proceed  thence  to  New  York  in  a  day  or  two.  I  omitted  to 
mention,  at  the  proper  place,  that  I  have  heard,  indirectly,  that 
Gov.  Holden  does  not  intend  to  interfere  with  the  organization 
of  the  university. 


Bartholomew  F.  Moore  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Raleigh, 

July  9th,   1865. 

I  have  been  confined  by  sickness  to  my  bedroom  for  three  weeks 
and  am  convalescing  slowly. 


cabinet  as  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Long  active  in  the  antislavery  movement,  he 
criticized  Lincoln  for  what  he  believed  to  be  indecisiveness  and  took  part  in  move- 
ments to  force  the  presitlent  to  reorganize  his  cabinet  and  to  withtlraw  from  the  1864 
presidential  race.  Lincoln  overlooked  Chase's  activities  because  he  believed  the 
treasiiiy  secretary  to  be  an  effective  administrator.  In  1864  Lincoln  finally  acceptetl 
Chase's  third  offer  to  resign.  In  the  same  year  Lincoln  appointetl  Chase  chief  justice 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  Although  he  favored  Negro  suffrage  and  radical 
reconstruction,  Chase  became  disillusioned  at  the  corruption  and  excesses  of  the 
postwar  years.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  IV,  27-34. 

^^^  Charles  Sumner  (1811-1874),  of  Massachusetts,  was  a  prominent  leader  in  the 
struggle  against  slavery  and  for  racial  equality.  Educated  by  Harvard  College  and  the 
Har-vard  Law  School,  Sumner  moved  in  the  best  Boston  social  circles  and  traveled 
extensively  in  Europe.  He  was  a  foimder  of  the  Free  Soil  party  and  was  elected  to  the 
United  States  Senate  in  1851  by  a  coalition  of  Free  Soilers  and  Democrats.  Subse- 
quently, Sumner  was  reelected  as  a  Republican  in  1857,  1863,  and  1871. 

Senator  Sumner  bitterly  opposed  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  of  1850  and  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  Act  of  1854.  In  May,  1856,  after  he  delivered  a  particularly  vitriolic  speech 
entitled  "The  Crime  against  Kansas'*  in  which  he  denounced  his  hapless  colleague 
Sen.  Andrew  Pickens  Butler,  of  South  Carolina,  as  typical  of  the  selfish  plantation 
aristocracy,  Sumner  was  caned  into  unconsciousness,  while  he  sat  in  the  Senate 
chamber,  by  Rep.  Preston  Brooks,  Butler's  South  Carolina  kinsman.  This  episode  was 
one  which  attracted  wide  public  attention  and  was  all  too  demonstrative  of  the 
emotional  climate  of  the  1850s.  Over  three  years  passed  before  Sumner  had  recovered 
sufficiently  to  resume  his  place  in  the  Senate. 

During  the  war  Sumner  worked  to  effect  emancipation  and  opposed  presidential 
plans  for  reconstruction,  contending  that,  since  the  secession  states  had  committed 
"political  suicide,"  the  Congress  alone  could  decide  the  basis  for  reunion.  Sumner 
became  a  leader  of  the  Radical  Republicans.  Considering  Andrew  Johnson  to  be  the 
"enormous  criminal  "  of  the  century,  Sumner  took  a  prominent  role  in  the  abortive 
impeachment  proceedings  instituted  to  remove  Johnson  from  office.  Ihroughout  the 
postwar  years  Sumner  worked  diligently  to  ensure  equal  rights  for  black  Americans. 
He  died  while  leading  tlie  fight  for  the  legislation  incorporated  in  the  Civil  Rights 
Act  of  1875.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XVIII,  208-214;  Biographical  Direc- 
tory of  Congress,  1676. 
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In  reply  to  yours  of  27  ult.  You  are  right  in  your  conjecture  of 
the  substance  of  the  pacts  Sc  proclamations  concerning  the  negro, 
except  as  to  suffrage:  this  is  an  open  and  free  question. 

The  course  in  respect  to  confiscation,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to 
libel  the  property.  It  is  a  proceeding  in  rem.  The  owner  is  notified 
directly  or  through  advertisement  in  the  papers  &:  he  may  appear 
and  contest  by  answer.  Whether  they  ever  allow  a  jury  or  not  on 
any  issue  I  am  not  informed.  My  opinion  is  that  all  bills  of  pains 
and  penalties,  of  which  confiscation  is  one  form,  are  prohibited 
by  the  Constitution  directly  by  the  prohibition  to  pass  bills  of 
attainder.  So  seems  to  think  Judge  Marshall  and  Judge  Story. i^s 

Besides  this  prohibition,  there  are  other  clauses  of  the  consti- 
tution which  imply  strong  disfavor  of  such  a  proceeding.  I  think 
no  precedent  of  the  kind  can  be  found  in  England  or  the  Colonies 
where  the  property  of  the  Classes  was  confiscated.  A  bill  of  pains 
and  penalties  is  called  a  trial  by  the  legislature  of  any  person 
whom  that  body  may  charge  with  crime.  Now  if  our  Legislature 
— Congress  of  the  U.  States — can  do  this,  it  must  proceed  against 
each  individual  and  if  he  may  be  forth  coming  he  must  be  heard. 
This  seems,  as  far  as  I  have  read,  to  be  the  English  course. 

I  agree  with  you  most  cordially  in  your  view  of  the  falsity  of  the 
doctrine  which  assumes  an  annihilation  of  the  State  Gov't  by  a 
rebellion  or  suppression  of  a  rebellion.  The  clause  of  guarantee- 
ing, etc.,  is  the  very  poorest  of  foundations  upon  which  to  place 
the  powers  assumed  by  the  President  to  create.  I  argued  the  point 
with  the  Prest.  But  he  had  long  since  mounted  his  hobby,  and 
being  without  a  rival  he  was  bent  to  ride  after  his  own  way. 

Doubtless  the  Prest.  looks  to  the  abolishment  of  slavery  by  the 
Conv'n.  He  has  too  often  intimated  that  to  have  any  doubt.  The 
modus  operandi  is.  Either  to  keep  an  army  always  about  us  until 
it  is  done,  or  exclude  us  from  Congress.  He  suggests  that  Congress 
may  do  this. 

As  to  slavery,  I  was  for  gradual  emancipation  or  leaving  it  to 
Congress  to  emancipate.  Thinking  that  in  this  latter  case  they 
could  provide  for  the  negro  by  Colonization,  etc.  As  matters  now 
stand  and  as  they  will  stand  at  the  meeting  of  the  Conven'n,  there 
is  not,  nor  will  be,  any  other  than  one  course  left  for  us,  and  that 
is  to  emancipate.  If  we  withhold  the  ordinance,  they  will  be  free. 
We  cannot  now,  if  left  alone  reassert  dominion  over  the  slave.  It 
would  create  bloody  conflicts  and  a  feeling  at  the  North  which 


158  Moore  could  not  have  appealed  to  more  eminent  judicial  authority  than  Chief 
Justice  John  Marshall  (1755-1835)  and  Justice  Joseph  Story  (1779-1845). 
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would  end  in  taking  charge  of  the  country  by  force.  So  many  in- 
roads have  been  made  on  the  Constitution,  that  no  reliance  can 
be  placed  on  that  instrument  to  check  the  abolition  sentiment. 
Besides,  many  hold  that  the  proclamation  does  emancipate,  and  if 
so  they  would  hold  that  any  attempt  by  the  masters  to  repossess 
their  slaves  by  force  would  be  a  rebellion,  insurrection  or  some 
other  thing  wh'h  w'd  justify  the  presence  of  an  armed  force. 

I  do  not  think  any  pardon  has  been  granted  without  applica- 
tion. Bridgers^so  filed  his  petition  &  presented  it  to  the  Gov'r  Sc 
obtained  his  endorsement,  which  was  of  a  special  nature,  and 
rather  recommendatory  of  pardon. 

G.  W.  Jones^^*^  had  been  spending  his  time  with  Bridgers  and 
after  he  (Jones)  had  made  his  way  pleasantly  to  the  bosom  of  his 
old  friend,  Johnson,  he  interposed  for  Bridgers,  and  he  invited 
Bridgers  to  take  the  proceeding  which  he  did.  I  dictated  Bridgers 
pet'n  after  he  narrated  his  facts  to  me.  He  told  me  all,  and  saw  me 
just  on  the  eve  of  his  leaving  for  Washington.  I  have  not  heard 
from  him  since. 

Doubtless  the  bank  is  wrecked,  and  we  owe  it  to  our  friend, i^i 
who  seems  to  me  to  have  been  bereft  of  his  good  sense  since  the 
battle  of  Manassas.  He  is  much  dispirited  and  lately  has  frequently 
been  to  see  me.  I  feel  strongly  for  him. 

Paul  Cameroni62  has  also  been  to  see  me  on  account  of  his  pet'n 
and  so  has  Judge  Ruffin.i63 


1^^  Robert  Rufus  Bridgei^s. 

^6^  George  W.  Jones,  of  Tennessee. 

1^1  George  W.  Mordecai. 

162  Paul  Carrington  Cameron  (1808-1891),  the  son  of  Duncan  Cameron,  was  a 
longtime  resident  of  Hillsborough.  He  was  trained  in  the  law  but  devoted  his 
attention  to  agricultural  and  business  pursuits.  At  one  time  he  was  probably  the 
wealthiest  man  in  North  Carolina.  In  1860  he  managed  the  family  estates  and  was 
responsible  for  nineteen  hundred  slaves.  Cameron  was  president  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Railroad  Company  during  the  Civil  War.  Ashe,  Biographical  History  of  North 
Carolina,  111,48-56. 

^63  Thomas  Ruffin  (1787-1870),  a  native  of  Virginia,  graduated  from  the  College  of 
New  Jersey  (Princeton)  in  1805.  He  studied  law  in  Petersburg,  Virginia,  and  with 
Archibald  De  Bow  Murphey  in  North  Carolina.  He  established  his  practice  in  Hills- 
borough in  1808.  After  holding  various  minor  court  positions,  he  served  on  the 
North  Carolina  Supreme  Court  from  1829  to  1852,  presiding  as  chief  justice  from 
1833  imtil  his  retirement.  He  returned  to  the  court  for  one  year  in  1858.  Judge  Ruffin 
was  widely  respected  for  his  knowledge  in  common  law  and  equity;  in  constitutional 
law  he  is  ranked  with  John  Marehall  and  Lemuel  Shaw.  Unlike  his  Virginia  cousin, 
Edmund  Ruffin,  Thomas  Ruffin  was  an  ardent  Unionist  who  denied  that  secession 
was  legal.  When  all  attempts  at  compromise  failed,  he  voted  for  secession  in  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1861  and  supported  the  Confederate  war  effort. 
McCormick,  Convention  Personnel,  70-71;  Dictionary  oj  American  Biography.  XVI, 
216-217. 
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It  is  said  in  yesterday's  Standard  that  the  13th.  Exception  is  to 
be  greatly  modified  shortly.  I  hope  in  favor  of  mercy.  I  shall  file  no 
more  pet'ns  in  doubtful  cases  on  that  Exception  till  I  see  the  modi- 
fication. I  greatly  desired  the  President  to  modify  it,  when  I  was  at 
Washington. 

I  am  still  quite  weak;  I  should  be  glad  to  see  you  and  do  what 
I  can. 

I  think  you  delay  too  long. 


James  M.  Leach  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Lexington, 

July  17th.,  1865. 

My  attention  was  accidentally  drawn  to  a  copy  of  the  letter  I 
wrote  you,  in  looking  over  some  papers  yesterday.  I  see  I  omitted 
to  mention  one  of  the  main  reasons  urged  against  your  pardon.  I 
only  mentioned  a  letter  said  to  have  been  written  to  Gov.  Swain. 
I  should  have  added,  &:  intended  so  doing,  letters  written  to  Ra- 
leigh last  winter,  &:  before  that  time,  opposing  any  move  looking 
to  a  Convention.  I  hope  it  may  turn  out  that  these  suggestions  may 
be  altogether  unnecessary,  &  that  upon  application,  if  you  make 
it,  you  will  be  at  once  pardoned — a  hard  word,  especially  to  Con- 
servative men.  I  can't  believe  that  our  ablest  and  truest  men  are 
to  be  harrassed,  and  disfranchised,  even  for  a  day,  &  more  especial- 
ly, those  who  have  made  proud  records  in  their  Country's  history, 
&:  who  need  as  little  as  any  of  us,  the  sad  experience  of  the  past 
four  years,  to  teach  them  the  value  of  the  Government  in  the 
service  of  which,  they  have  won  their  honors. 

Robert  D.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Charlotte,  N.C., 
July  22nd.,  1865. 

Dear  Father, 

I  will  add  a  line  to  Brother  Joe's  letter  to  Sister.  I  came  in  from 
my  place  this  morning,  to  sell  produce,  and  attend  the  Gov't  sale 
of  horses,  mules,  wagons,  etc.  Sold  45  bshls.  corn,  and  4  scks  flour 
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=  $65.00.  Haven't  bought  anything,  as  there  are  no  good  bargains 
to  be  made  and  the  stock  has  diseases  among  them,  and  I  am  afraid 
for  any  of  it  to  go  on  my  place.  Wallacei^"*  is  in, — has  just  started 
back.  Says  he  wrote  you  but  a  few  days  ago,  saying  the  negroes 
were  doing  very  poorly  and  insolent.  He  carries  out  an  order  to  be 
read  to  them  from  the  Yankee  here,  in  charge  of  "Freedmen's 
Bureau."  The  Yankee  says  they  are  bound  now  to  work  better 
than  ever,  and  that,  if  they  do  not,  and  are  insolent,  they  must  be 
driven  off  without  pay,  or  be  flogged.  Dr.  McLeani^^  is  also  in 
town.  His  hands  are  doing  badly.  Wallace  says  the  negro  women 
say  they  do  not  intend  to  bring  in  any  more  spinning;  they  will 
use  it  for  themselves.  Some  of  them  say  they  do  not  intend  to  leave 
as  long  as  anything  is  there,  that  they  have  worked  for,  and  they 
are  otherwise  insolent.  Reel  sent  me  over  a  note  for  you.  He  simply 
says  they  are  all  doing  pretty  well,  that  Sam  had  returned,  and  was 
at  work.  He  expects  to  finish  threshing  this  week.  My  Sam  has  left 
me,  without  giving  notice.  He  left  last  Tuesday,  while  I  was  in 
here.  Beal,  who  is  in  today,  says  he  met  a  white  man  and  a  negro 
this  morning  in  a  wagon,  saying  they  were  going  to  my  house  to 
get  Sam's  things.  So  I  think  he  is  in  here  somewhere.  He  has 
threatened  the  lives  of  some  of  the  Police  Guards.  C.  Davidson 
intends  seeing  the  Yankee  authorities  here  today.  I  think  it  prob- 
able that  Sam  has  some  of  my  meat,  and  shall  probably  search  his 
house  if  I  find  where  he  settles. 

I  have  not  yet  seen  Hastings  about  Beal  and  the  corn  whiskey. 
I  am  afraid  I  can't  make  much  out  of  it  though  Beal  had  the  liquor 
made  there.  He  leaves  me  next  Tuesday,  25th. 

My  last  bargain  with  Sam  was,  that  I  would  keep  him  on  trial, 
and  give  him  nothing  if  he  left  before  end  of  the  year.  I  am  afraid 
of  his  stealing  and  doing  other  damage. 

I  have  a  bargain  with  Capt.  Brice  for  enough  bagging  for  my 
cotton,  and  yours  too,  I  hope,  as  soon  as  it  comes  on  to  him.  I 
don't  think  it  will  be  under  50  cts.  but  shall  take  [it]  at  that,  as  I 
think  it  will  rise  with  cotton.  Shall  probably  have  to  part  with  a 
bale  to  raise  enough  money  to  pay  for  it,  this  brings  today  highest 
price  33cts.  in  U.  S.  Treasury  notes,  24  cts.  in  specie.  .  .  . 


^''^A.  M.  Wallace  had  been  overseer  of  Graham's  York  District,  South  Carolina, 
plantation.  Apparently  he  had  stayed  on  to  work  the  land  despite  the  end  to  slavei-y. 
1^5  Dr.  John  D.  Maclean  of  Gaston  Coimty. 
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Andrew  Johnson  (1808-1875)  succeeded  to  the  presidency  upon  the  death  of 
Lincoln  April  15,  1865.  His  impeachment  stemmed  in  part  from  his  differences  with 
Congress  over  reconstruction  policies.  He  was  acquitted  and  served  out  his  term  in 
office.  Johnsdn  in  1875  was  elected  to  serve  as  a  senator  from  Tennessee. 

William  A.  Graham's  Application  for  Pardon^^^  A&H 


July   25th.   1865. 


To  Andrew  Johnson, 

President  of  the  United  States. 


The  Memorial  of  William  A.  Graham,  of  the  Co.  of  Orange, 
N.C.,  praying  amnesty  and  pardon  for  any  participation  by  him  in 


^^^The  official  copy  of  this  important  document  is  in  the  Record  and  Pension 
Office  of  the  United  States  War  Department. 
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the  late  war  of  the  States  South  of  the  Potomac  against  the  United 
States;  induced  by  the  Proclamation  of  the  President  dated  29th. 
of  May,  1865,  offering  clemency  upon  liberal  terms  to  any  who 
may  have  offended  as  therein  set  forth,  Respectfully  represents: 
That  this  memorialist,  a  native  citizen  of  North  Carolina,  believes 
that  he  is  the  owner  of  tenable  property  exceeding  in  value  the 
sum  of  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars;  that  he  was  moreover  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Convention  by  whose  unanimous  vote  the  ordinance 
was  adopted  professing  to  dissolve  the  connection  of  that  State 
with  the  United  States;  a  member  of  the  Senate  in  the  Legislature 
thence  next  ensuing,  and  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  in  the  second  Congress  of  the  same,  commencing  its 
first  session  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1864. 

He  states  that  for  more  than  thirty  years,  with  occasional  inter- 
ruptions, he  has  borne  a  part  in  the  counsels  of  the  State  or  of  the 
General  Government;  that  having  studied  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  for  the  regulation  of  his  conduct  as  a  citizen  and  the 
intelligent  performance  of  his  duties  in  public  station,  he  early 
became  convinced  that  it  was  not  a  mere  compact  among  the 
States  composing  the  Union,  but  a  rule  o^action  and  form  of  Gov- 
ernment  to  the  extent  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  it;  with  pro- 
visions for  determining  the  limits  of  those  powers,  and  sanctions 
to  defend  its  existence,  and  enforce  obedience  to  its  lawful  com- 
mands; that  he  has  never  given  any  countenance  or  support  to  the 
contrary  doctrine  of  nullification  and  secession  as  rights  of  the 
States  under  the  Constitution;  and  in  the  memorable  controver- 
sies of  1832-3.  and  1850-1  was  publicly  and  inflexibly  arrayed  on 
the  side  of  the  Union  and  the  Constitution  as  expounded  by 
Webster  in  the  discussion  of  1830,  Jackson  in  1832,  and  the  last 
efforts  of  Clay  in  1850. 

That  he  earnestly  and  constantly  deprecated  the  agitation 
North  and  South  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  which  politicians  have 
found  so  convenient  a  theme  in  Presidential  elections  for  the  last 
twenty-five  years;  and  warned  his  countrymen,  long  since,  that  if 
their  slaves  continued  to  be  wagered  as  stakes  on  every  game  for 
political  power  they  would  eventually  be  lost,  and  though  sensible 
of  the  bad  faith  and  worse  spirit  which  prevailed  in  many  of  the 
abolition  States  in  observing  the  covenants  of  the  Constitution 
in  reference  to  this  institution,  he  uniformly  advised  that  dis- 
cussion was  no  remedy,  but  that  on  the  contrary  it  would  but  ag- 
gravate the  evils  of  which  we  rightfully  complained. 

In  the  early  part  of  February,  1860,  this  memorialist,  though 
he  had  been  several  years  out  of  public  employment,  went  on  in- 
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vitation,  to  the  City  of  Washington  to  consult  with  other  gentle- 
men from  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  who  in  common  with 
him  felt  alarmed  by  the  violent  party  agitation  of  the  time,  and 
the  tendency  to  disunion  and  civil  war  which  pervaded  the 
country.  The  result  of  their  conference  was  a  convention  which 
nominated  Messrs.  Bell  and  Everett  for  the  Presidency  and  Vice- 
Presidency,  upon  the  basis  of  "The  Union,  the  Constitution  and 
the  enforcement  of  the  laws."  Old  party  affinities  however  were 
too  strong  and  the  topics  of  slavery  and  anti-slavery  were  too  much 
in  favor,  to  admit  an  appeal  of  so  much  moderation  and  conserva- 
tism. In  the  canvass  which  ensued  pride  and  passion  were 
aroused.  The  South  was  represented  as  the  victim  of  oppression 
and  wrong,  and  as  threatened  with  inevitable  ruin  if  Mr.  Lincoln 
should  be  elected;  and  it  was  argued  that  the  only  means  of  prob- 
ably avoiding  such  a  result  lay  in  voting  for  Mr.  Breckinridge. 
The  Electoral  election  in  this  State  was  carried  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Breckinridge  and  Lane;  and  a  Governor  and  majority  of  both 
houses  of  the  legislature  were  chosen  of  the  same  political  organi- 
zation. 

After  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  it  became  apparent  that 

a  majority  were  in  favor  of  secession;  but  fearing  the  people,  they 
did  not  attempt  the  call  of  a  convention  (requiring  to  effect  it  a 
majority  of  two  thirds  in  each  house),  but  passed  an  act  directing 
a  popular  vote  to  be  taken  on  the  question  of  calling  a  convention, 
with  no  distinctly  defined  objects  for  its  deliberations;  and  at  the 
same  time  delegates  to  be  chosen,  so  as  to  constitute  an  immediate 
Convention,  if  the  popular  decree  should  be  in  its  favor.  This  Me- 
moralist,  who  had  in  public  assemblies  of  the  people  and  otherwise 
uniformly  made  known  his  decided  opposition  to  secession  as  a 
right  or  a  remedy,  now  became  a  candidate  for  the  proposed  Con- 
vention, and  took  ground  in  opposition  to  calling  it;  because  it 
was  obviously  designed  to  dissolve  the  connection  of  the  State 
with  the  Union;  and  although  the  call  of  this  convention  was  ad- 
vocated by  nearly  all  of  the  public  prints  and  speakers  of  the 
State,  the  people  rejected  it  by  a  considerable  majority,  and  re- 
turned Union  men  to  the  number  of  two  thirds  or  three  fourths  of 
the  delegates,  this  memorialist  being  one  of  the  two  chosen  from 
this  county.  About  the  same  time  his  name  was  proposed  as  a 
representative  of  the  State  in  the  Peace  Conference  proposed  to  be 
held  in  the  City  of  Washington  at  the  instance  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  but  was  rejected,  as  he  has  reason  to  believe,  because  of 
his  well  known  sentiments  in  favor  of  Union  and  peace.  The 
Legislature  of  the  State  being  the  appointing  power. 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  333 

After  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter,  the  call  of  President  Lincoln  on 
the  Governor  of  this  State  for  troops  in  aid  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  refusal  of  the  latter  to  comply  with  the  requisition,  the 
Governor  called  out  the  Militia,  seized  the  fortifications  of  the 
United  States  on  the  coasts  of  the  State,  and  convened  the  Legis- 
lature to  devise  measures  of  war.  Contemporaneously  with  these 
events,  the  State  of  Virginia,  which  had  a  convention  then  in  ses- 
sion, passed  an  ordinance  decreeing  her  separation  from  the 
Federal  Union,  as  all  the  States  south  of  North  Carolina  to  the 
confines  of  Mexico  had  done  some  time  previously.  Tennessee 
adopted  a  like  measure  about  the  same  time. 

Thus  was  North  Carolina  completely  isolated  among  the  se- 
ceded States,  with  no  loyal  member  of  the  Union  nearer  to  her 
than  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  according  [to]  the  information  then 
current  (for  a  part  of  the  plan  of  secession  was  to  circulate  the  most 
exaggerated  reports  as  to  transactions  in  other  States),  with  the 
political  power  of  the  State,  both  executive  and  legislative,  in 
the  hands  of  secessionists,  there  to  remain  for  nearly  two  years 
by  reason  of  the  elections  aforesaid;  with  war  actually  begun  by 
reason  of  the  seizure  of  the  forts,  which  was  soon  followed  by  the 
capture  of  the  arsenal  at  Fayetteville,  including  37,000  stand  of 
arms. 

The  people  on  the  other  hand,  a  large  majority  of  whom  had 
so  recently  declared  against  secession,  were  without  arms,  without 
organization  or  the  means  of  organizing  or  acting  in  concert,  had 
a  horror  of  shedding  the  blood  of  neighbors  and  personal  friends, 
and  were  everywhere  plied  with  inflammatory  addresses,  appeal- 
ing to  their  manhood  and  domestic  attachments;  representing 
secession  as  the  right  of  a  State,  which  had  not  only  been  demon- 
strated by  Calhoun  but  traced  back  its  original  assertion  to  Jeffer- 
son and  Madison  in  the  memorable  period  of  1798;  that  the 
expulsion  of  the  troops  of  the  LInited  States  from  our  Forts  was 
but  the  maintenance  of  this  inestimable  right,  and  the  authority 
which  undertook  to  defend  them  was  the  aggressor. 

To  this  it  is  but  truth  to  add  that  down  to  this  point  of  time,  the 
course  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  been  such  as 
to  leave  in  extreme  doubt  what  would  be  the  fate  of  those  persons 
in  the  South  who  should  adhere  to  its  fortunes  in  the  pending 
struggle.  For  full  five  months  (for  the  withdrawal  of  some  of  the 
states  was  certain  from  the  time  of  the  Presidential  election,  if  not 
earlier)  hostile  preparations,  the  most  open  and  defiant  in  their 
character  had  been  in  progress.  President  Buchanan  in  his  annual 


334  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

message  to  Congress  had  solemnly  announced  that  there  was  no 
power  in  the  Government  to  use  coercive  measures  against  a 
State  to  prevent  her  withdrawal  from  the  Union,  and  his  subse- 
quent feeble  exertions  offeree  hardly  afforded  a  qualification  to 
this  avowal.  Mr.  Lincoln's  inaugural,  though  indicative  of  con- 
trary sentiments  and  a  new  policy,  was  not  clear  and  authoritative; 
and  even  after  his  proclamation  calling  for  volunteers,  there  were 
many  who  believed  that  the  accession  to  the  Confederacy  of  the 
great  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Tennessee  might 
change  the  purpose  of  the  Government,  and  allow  the  separation 
to  take  place  in  peace. 

This  memorialist  was  most  anxious  to  avoid  a  civil  war,  espe- 
cially among  the  people  of  the  State,  and  after  a  careful  survey  of 
the  situation,  with  war  actually  begun,  in  the  circumstances  just 
now  recited,  when  the  only  choice  left  was,  as  to  which  side  he 
should  espouse,  reluctantly  consented  to  join  in  the  revolution. 
He  took  the  step  with  pain  and  embarrassment.  It  brought  him 
into  cooperation  with  men  to  the  great  majority  of  whom  in  all 
his  public  life  he  had  been  opposed,  whose  principles  he  deemed 
fallacious,  and  in  whose  wisdom  and  capacity  for  practical  govern- 
ment he  had  but  little  confidence.  Deeming  it  his  duty  in  con- 
junction with  his  friends,  as  far  as  possible,  to  control  what  they 
had  been  unable  to  prevent,  he  sought  and  obtained  a  seat  in  the 
convention  now  called  by  nearly  an  unanimous  vote  of  the  Legis- 
lature, which  passed  the  ordinance  of  secession,  and  took  mea- 
sures in  addition  to  those  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  war. 

He  refused  in  the  canvass  preceding  this  election  to  give  any 
promise  to  vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  "permanent  Constitution" 
of  the  Confederate  States  (although  the  issue  was  distinctly  made) 
reserving  to  himself  full  discretion  to  vote  according  to  his  judg- 
ment in  the  convention;  and  then  he  advocated  a  postponement 
of  this  most  important  measure  until  further  conference  among 
the  States,  without  success.  In  this  body  also,  as  well  [as]  in  the 
Legislature  which  succeeded  it,  he  uniformly  opposed  all  proposi- 
tions to  abridge  the  power  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  to  suspend  the 
privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  to  substitute  military  for 
civil  tribunals  or  otherwise  impair  the  common  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen. He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  defeating  an  ordinance  pro- 
posing to  disfranchise  and  banish  every  citizen  of  the  State  who 
should  not  submit  to  a  test  oath  to  uphold  and  defend  the  Con- 
federate Government  with  arms,  and  abjure  his  allegiance  to  the 
United  States,  and  subjecting  to  severe  penalties  as  seditionists. 
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any  who  should  advocate  a  return  to  connection  with  the  United 
States.  He  Hkewise  proposed  and  carried  amendments  to  the  law 
of  Habeas  Corpus  to  prevent  evasions  by  returning  officers;  and 
in  one  instance  by  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  procured 
the  demand  and  surrender  of  a  citizen  who  had  been  seized  by 
military  order,  and  deported  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State.  He 
freely  admits  that  he  sincerely  desired  the  success  of  the  arms  of 
the  Confederate  States,  and  supported  such  measures  as  he  deemed 
conducive  to  that  end,  but  he  was  unwilling  to  sacrifice  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people  for  the  doubtful  prospect  of  independence. 
And  for  his  course  on  these  topics  and  his  stern  refusal  to  make 
public  addresses  in  which  he  was  expected  to  give  assurances  of 
final  success,  he  was  the  theme  of  free  censure  by  the  secession 
press  throughout  the  contest. 

This  memorialist  was  elected  a  senator  of  the  Confederate  States 
without  party  nomination  or  solicitation  on  his  part,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature, 
to  take  his  seat  at  the  second  session  of  the  second  permanent 
Congress.  This  occurred  on  the  first  Monday  of  May,  1864.  Prior 
to  this,  the  whole  male  population  of  the  country  from  seventeen 
to  fifty  years  of  age  and  all  its  resources  had  been  put  under  the 
control  of  the  President  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war;  and  the 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  had  been  suspended  until  ninety  days  after 
the  meeting  of  Congress.  He  opposed  with  success  any  further 
suspension  of  the  writ,  both  at  this  and  the  succeeding  session, 
and  all  measures  tending  to  supersede  the  civil  by  military  tri- 
bunals of  justice,  except  as  to  soldiers  in  actual  service.  This  me- 
morialist had  long  regretted  that  the  authorities  of  the  contending 
powers  had  not  been  brought  into  communication  on  the  subject 
of  peace;  and  at  this  session  in  conjunction  with  other  members 
of  both  houses  of  Congress  endeavored  to  procure  the  opening  of 
negotiations,  but  unsuccessfully.  For  the  same  object  he  labored 
at  the  ensuing  session,  and  has  reason  to  believe  that  to  his  coun- 
sels was  in  some  degree  attributable  the  conference  near  Fortress 
Monroe  between  the  President  and  Secretary  of  State  on  the  one 
side,  and  Messrs.  Stephens  Hunter  and  Campbell  on  the  other. 
This  memorialist  was  more  earnest  in  urging  the  Confederate 
Government  to  this  course  of  policy  after  that  conference  than 
before;  and  insisted  that  a  new  Commission  should  be  sent  with- 
out limitation  of  powers;  for  the  independence  of  the  Southern 
States  [was]  not  attainable,  and  if  the  administration  scrupled  to 
treat  on  the  basis  of  annihilating  their  government,  it  might 
nevertheless  ascertain  what  terms  would  be  yielded  by  the  United 


336  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

States  to  the  States  concerned,  and  communicate  the  same  to 
them  for  their  action.  But  his  exertions  in  his  behalf  were  without 
effect. 

Esteeming  it  the  duty  of  the  State  after  adopting  the  permanent 
Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States  to  support  their  cause  in 
honor  and  good  faith  until  there  should  be  a  fair  trial  of  the 
ability  of  that  Government  to  sustain  itself;  and  believing  that 
in  case  of  its  failure  or  success  the  common  Government  should 
first  undertake  the  task  of  concluding  a  peace  for  the  whole  coun- 
try, this  memorialist  advised  his  own  State  to  forbear  premature 
attempts  at  peace;  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  separate  con- 
vention of  the  State  or  Commissioners  appointed  by  her  Legisla- 
ture until  the  refusal  of  the  Confederate  authorities  to  treat 
according  to  the  necessities  of  the  situation  should  be  definitely 
ascertained.  He  was  convinced  that  the  administration  would  not 
adopt,  or  cooperate  in  those  measures  which  had  been  suggested; 
and  that  their  adoption  by  the  State  would  lead  immediately  to 
collision  between  the  two  governments,  and  to  what  he  had  been 
still  more  anxious  to  avoid,  a  civil  and  social  war  among  the  citi- 
zens of  the  State.  But  when  he  became  satisfied  of  the  fixed  pur- 
pose of  the  administration  to  adhere  to  the  recognition  of  inde- 
pendence as  the  basis  of  any  peace,  he  lost  no  time  in  counselling 
the  Government  of  North  Carolina  to  interpose  promptly  for  the 
termination  of  the  war.  The  rapidity  of  military  operations  on  the 
part  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  did  not  allow  adequate  time 
to  render  such  interposition  effectual;  and  it  is  perhaps  fortunate 
that  such  was  the  fact;  and  that  the  war  closed  when  and  [?>z]  the 
manner  it  did  close.  Had  the  State  intervened  now,  and  more 
especially  at  an  earlier  period,  the  disaster  to  the  cause  would  have 
been  imputed  solely  to  that  reason;  and  ill  blood  and  angry  feel- 
ing; crimination  and  recrimination  would  have  been  the  conse- 
quence. As  it  is,  all  are  convinced  that  the  result  is  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  exhausted  resources  of  the  country,  and  its  entire  inability 
longer  to  maintain  the  struggle  against  such  fearful  odds.  There  is 
left  therefore  no  jealously  or  controversy  among  States  or  individ- 
uals for  this  cause,  but  a  general  disposition  to  submit  as  to  a  de- 
cree of  fate. 

This  memorialist  denies  that  ambition  or  lucre  had  any  in- 
fluence on  him  in  the  inception  or  throughout  the  progress  of 
this  unhappy  war.  With  a  large  family  all  as  yet  dependent  on 
him  for  assistance  or  support,  he  finds  himself  a  heavy  loser  by 
its  results,  a  gainer  in  nothing.  Of  five  sons  who  were  in  the  mili- 
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tary  service,  throughout  nearly  the  whole  contest,  and  performed 
their  parts,  he  trusts  with  credit,  all  entered  the  ranks,  or  in  such 
places  as  they  held  in  volunteer  companies  before  the  war,  and 
received  only  such  offices  as  were  conferred  on  them  by  the  men 
of  their  neighborhood  and  the  ordinary  rules  of  promotion.  The 
only  exception  to  this  statement  is  that  two  of  them  after  more 
[than]  two  years  of  arduous  service,  were  permitted  to  resign  out 
of  the  Confederate  army  to  take  positions  on  the  staff  of  the  State 
troops. 

This  memorialist  has  cheerfully  resumed  his  obligations  of 
fidelity  and  duty  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
has  taken  the  oath  of  amnesty  prescribed  in  the  Proclamation  of 
the  President,  the  certificates  whereof  by  the  proper  officer  is 
hereunto  appended. 

This  memorialist  prays  that  in  consideration  of  the  premises 
pardon  and  amnesty  may  be  extended  to  him  for  any  and  all  of- 
fenses imputed  to  him  by  reason  of  his  connection  with  the  afore- 
said war  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

And  as  in  duty  bound,  etc. 

Wm.  A.  Graham. 
July  25th.  1865. 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

I,  William  A.  Graham,  of  the  County  of  Orange,  State  of  North 
Carolina,  do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  in  the  presence  of  Al- 
mighty God,  that  I  will  henceforth  faithfully  support,  protect 
and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Union 
of  the  States  thereunder:  and  that  I  will  in  like  manner  abide  by 
and  faithfully  support  all  Laws  and  Proclamations  which  have 
been  made  during  the  existing  rebellion  with  reference  to  the 
emancipation  of  slaves: 

So  help  me  God. 

W.  A.  Graham. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  at  Raleigh,  N.C.,  this  25th. 
dayofjuly,  A.D.,  1865. 
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James  S.  Barrett,  Capt.  48th.  N.Y.V. 
&:  Provost  Marshal 
Post  of  Raleigh,  N.C. 

The  above  named  has  fair  complexion,  grey  hair,  and  hazel 
eyes,  is  six  feet, — inches  high,  aged  60  years,  and  by  profession  a 
lawyer. 


Contract  with  Freedmen^^'^  UNC 

Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  etc., 

Head  Qrs.  Asst.  Commissioner, 

Raleigh.    [Aug.    6,    1865] 

This  indenture  made  Sc  entered  into  this  day  1865, 

between  of  the  county  of 

State  of  of  the  first  part,  and 

the  undersigned  Freedmen  &  women  of  the  second  part. 

Witnesseth — 

That  the  parties  of  the  second  part  have  agreed  to  become 
laborers  on  the  farm  of  from 

the  present  date  to  the  first  day  of  Jan 'y,  186  ;  &  they  do  agree 
to  do  all  kinds  of  labor  common  to  the  farms  of  the  country,  to 
work  ten  hours  per  day,  the  year  round,  to  obey  all  the  regula- 
tions necessary  for  the  proper  management  of  the  farm,  to  render 
the  amount  of  labor  faithfully,  that  is  usual  for  their  capacities, 
and  to  remain  until  the  expiration  of  the  contract.  And  they 
further  agree  that  one  half  of  the  amount  due  as  wages  shall  be 
retained  from  payment  till  the  end  of  each  year,  and  if  the  con- 
tract is  violated,  that  the  amount  due  as  wages  at  the  time  of  such 
violations  shall  be  forfeited.  A  refusal  to  perform  the  proper 
amount  of  work,  unless  in  cases  of  sickness,  shall  be  considered  a 
violation  of  the  contract,  and  the  amount  of  labor  he  lost  shall  not 
be  paid  for. 

And  the  parties  of  the  first  part  agree  that,  in  compensation  for 
such  labor  they  will  frirnish  the  parties  of  the  second  part  with 
comfortable  quarters,  and  will  furnish  the  men  four  pounds  of 
Pork,  and  one  Peck  of  meal,  the  women  three  and  one  half  pounds 

^^^  This  was  the  standard  labor  contract  which  was  required  by  the  Freedmen 's 
Bureau. 
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of  Pork,  and  one  Peck  of  meal  per  week,  (the  children  over  nine 
years  of  age  who  labor  in  the  field,  Pork  and  meal  in  proper  ratio 
as  compared  with  the  adults),  such  vegetables  as  are  usually  grown 
in  the  gardens  of  the  country;  and  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
respective  years  which  stands  opposite  their  several  names. 

And  the  parties  of  the  second  part  agree  to  observe  a  respectful 
deportment  to  the  parties  of  the  first  part,  and  their  agents,  and 
to  do  their  work  cheerfully  and  promptly. 


Names 


1865  1866 

Age  Salary  per  month       Salary  per  month 


This  contract  is  to  commence  with  this  date,  and  close  Jan'y 
1st.,  1867.  Given  in  duplicate  at  Raleigh,  N.C.,  this  6th.  day  of 
August,  1865. 

Witness 

E.  Whittleseyi68 

Col.  Sc  Asst.  Com.  FreedM  Bur. 

(Registered  at  Asst.  Com.  of  N.C.,  Raleigh,  N.C.) 

Joseph  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham.  UNC 

Charlotte, 

August  7th.,  1865. 

My  dear  Father, 

Yours  of  the  4th.  Inst,  was  received  last  evening. 

Rob  was  down  today  with  his  neighborhood  police,  in  search  of 
Sam,  who  has  threatened  the  lives  of  some  of  them.  They  have  not 
yet  succeeded  in  arresting  him.  Robert  hears  he  says  he  is  going 
to  bring  some  white  men  to  his  place,  and  carry  off  the  melons  he 
left,  and  is  constantly  watching  for  him.  Your  boy,  Fred,  is  working 
on  N.C.R.R.,  and  stays  at  Greensboro'.  Milliard  has  returned,  and 
is  at  work  for  Robert.  Went  off  by  permission  to  Salisbury,  to  look 
for  John,  who  was  said  to  be  sick  there. 

Mr.  Johnstoni69  t^lls  me  cotton  bagging  is  selling  in  N.Y.  at 
from  19  cts.  to  22  cts.,  and  in  Chester  brings  50  cts.  in  gold.  Rob 


*^^  Eliphalet  Whittlesey,  of  Connecticut,  after  sewing  the  Union  army  in  several 
capacities,  ended  the  war  as  colonel.  Forty-sixth  United  States  Colored  Infantry.  As 
this  tiocinnent  indicates  he  was  also  an  official  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau.  Boatner, 
Civil  War  Dictionary,  917. 

169  Probably  William  Johnston. 
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thinks  you  had  better  write  to  New  Bern,  and  see  what  sort  of  a 
bargain  you  can  make  there,  and  also  ascertain  the  freight  from 
that  place  here.  He  expects  to  be  here  again  next  Thursday  or 
Friday,  with  some  corn  for  Aunt  V.i^^ 

I  hear  the  transporation  very  much  crowded  by  cotton  at  Ra- 
leigh, and  it  is  difficult  to  get  it  through,  the  Military  not  being 
very  accommodating  on  their  part  of  the  line.  Rumor  says  we  are 
to  have  a  negro  garrison  here  very  soon,  that  they  are  to  relieve  the 
whites  throughout  the  South. 


Sophia  G.  Witherspoon^''^  to  William  A.  Graham         UNC 

Near  New  York  City, 
August  11th.,  1865. 

My  Dear  Brother, 

It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  written  to  you,  altho'  I  have  often 
thought  of  you,  especially  since  this  war  came  on.  We  have  indeed 
passed  through  a  great  Revolution,  'k  I  trust  those  of  us  who  have 
not  suffered  with  many  others  do  feel  thankful  that  their  dear 
ones  have  been  spared  to  them. 

Joe  8c  George  Goldthwaite^^^  both  were  wounded.  Joe's  left  arm 
is  of  but  little  use  to  him,  he  can  hold  any  thing  in  his  hand  when 
it  is  put  in,  but  cannot  reach  it  out  from  his  side  to  take  hold  of 
any  thing.  George  was  shot  in  the  Head,  the  Ball  glanced  on  the 
left  side,  one  half  inch  further,  and  it  would  have  killed  him,  he 
does  not  suffer  from  it  in  any  way,  his  Hair  will  hide  the  scar. 
John  Goldthwaite,i73  xh^  oldest,  was  engaged  in  Government  Em- 


i7<>  Violet  Graham  Alexander. 

1'^^  Sophia  Graham  Witherspoon  (1791-1865),  William  A.  Graham's  beloved  oldest 
sister,  was  the  widow  of  Dr.  John  Ramsay  Witherspoon  (1774-1852).  The  Wither- 
spoons  lived  at  Brookland,  their  plantation  near  Greensboro,  Hale  County,  Alabama. 
This  poignant  letter,  written  shortly  before  her  death,  reflects  the  impact  of  war  and 
defeat  on  Mrs.  Witherspoon's  family.  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants." 

^72  Joseph  Graham  Goldthwaite  (1845-1905)  and  George  Goldthwaite  (1846-1891) 
were  the  grandsons  of  the  letter  writer.  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants.  " 

1^3  John  Witherspoon  Goldthwaite  (1840-1883)  was  a  grandson  of  Sophia  Graham 
Witherspoon.  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants. " 
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ploy,  k  never  was  in  the  field.  Thomas, 1^4  you  know,  was  at  Rich- 
mond. Henry,  175  joe,  &  George  were  in  the  service,  they  are  at 
work  in  Mobile,  Clerks  in  the  Custom  House,  Thomas  reviewing 
his  law,  with  a  Hope  of  being  admitted,  &  Alfred^^^  still  at  school. 
His  Mother,  if  she  can  raise  the  means,  wants  to  send  him  to  Col- 
lage next  Winter,  has  not  fixed  on  any  Collage  as  yet. 

Elizai77  lost  heavily  by  the  Explosion  in  Mobile,  she  lost  5  ware 
Houses,  Sc  3  Wharfs,  which  will  cut  off  considerable  of  her  income, 
as  well  as  doing  damage  to  other  Buildings  that  she  owned.  We 
don't  know  yet  what  is  to  be  the  loss  in  Bank  Stock.  My  sons  will 
loose  [sic]  as  others  will,  in  the  loss  of  Negroes.  Neither  ware  in 
debt.  Sidney  s^^^  wife  is  in  poor  health,  we  all  feel  anxious  about 
her.  Sidney  writes  me  only  one  of  his  Negroes  has  left,  but  he  would 
be  glad  if  more  would  go,  they  work  so  little,  Sc  they  are  not  al- 
lowed to  turn  them  off  as  yet,  in  his  neighborhood,  he  was  6 
months  in  service  &  came  home,  8c  was  assistant  Sergeon  in  a  Hos- 
pital, &  Thomas^^^  was  assistant  Qartermaster,  only  60  days  out 
with  the  Malitia  at  Mobile.  Neither  of  them  ware  secession  men. 
Thomas  thinks  of  going  into  the  Commission  Business  again,  he 
has  a  well  improved,  small  place,  but  poor  land,  where  they  spent 
their  summers,  they  have  lived  there  all  the  time  since  the  War 
began.  People  South  will  have  to  begin  a  new  way  of  living.  I 
could  always  wait  on  myself  as  well  as  most  people  who  had  been 
raised  with  servants,  8c  I  miss  mine  very  much.  She  would  have 
come  North  with  me,  but  I  thought  I  could  not  afford  the  Ex- 
pense. My  health  is  generally  good.  I  find  I  have  lost  too,  the  half 
of  a  Ware  house,  Sc  the  Rent  for  four  years,  &:  how  much  in  Bank 
I  don't  know.  Mr.  Dickey^^^  says  I  will  have  plenty  to  keep  me 


174  Thomas  Goldthwaite  (1843-1869).  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants. " 

175  Dr.  Henry  Goldthwaite  (1842-1895).  Clark.  "Graham  Descendants." 

176  Alfred  Goldthwaite  (1847-1892),  the  youngest  of  the  family.  Clark,  "Graham 
Descendants." 

177  Elizabeth  Isabella  W^itherspoon  Goldthwaite  (1816-1884),  of  Mobile,  Alabama, 
the  daughter  of  the  letter  writer,  was  the  widow  of  Judge  Henry  Barnes  Goldthwaite 
(1802-1847)  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants." 

178  Dr.  Robert  Sidney  Witherspoon  (1823-1894),  of  Gallatin,  Tennessee,  was  Sophia 
Graham  Witherspoon's  son.  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants." 

179  This  reference  is  to  another  son,  Capt.  Thomas  Fr^uiklin  Witherepoon  (1825- 
1909),  who  livetl  in  California  and  Kentucky  before  finally  settling  in  Gallatin, 
Tennessee.  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants." 

18^  Charles  Denslow  Dickey  (1820-  ),  of  New  York  City,  had  married  Mary 
Sophia  Witherspoon  (1829-1880)  in  1856.  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants." 
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from  want  while  I  live,  so  I  trust  to  what  he  tells  me,  he  has  al- 
ways attended  to  my  affairs.  He  has  lost  most  of  what  property  he 
had  South,  but  has  made  a  great  deal  more  here  than  ever  he 
made  South.  He  is  now  a  partner  in  the  Firm,  he  has  a  beautiful 
place  nine  miles  from  the  City,  on  the  East  River,  can  come  within 
1 1/2  miles  of  his  House,  either  by  Rail  or  Carr  or  Boat  for  10  Cents. 
He  has  50  Acres  of  Land,  enclosed  with  stone  fence,  with  a  fine 
Garden  ^  orched.  I  have  never  seen  finer  fruit,  or  more  of  it  on  so 
small  a  place,  he  walks  around  early  in  the  morning  before  brec- 
fast,  at  half  after  7  he  leaves  for  the  City,  Sc  at  half  after  5  he  comes 
home  &:  dines  at  6.  We  at  home  have  lunch  at  one.  These  Yankees 
are  wonderful  people  for  Industry.  I  was  much  attracted  by  the 
hurry  you  see  on  Broadway,  you  don't  see  people  walking  leisurely 
along  as  you  do  South;  they  go  as  if  they  had  some  great  object 
ahead  &  wanted  to  overtake  it. 

A  number  of  people  fi"om  Mobile  have  been  here  on  various 
kinds  of  Busness  [sic] ,  some  8  or  10  families  would  like  to  come  Sc 
live  to  get  away  from  the  negro,  they  are  so  insolent,  &  the  people 
think  it  is  the  Yankee  troops  that  are  among  them  that  makes 
them  so,  they  talk  so  much  about  there  being  as  good  as  the 
whites,  &:  now  they  are  equally  free.  The  people  here  seem  proud 
of  their  great  success,  &:  say  the  South  is  a  Great  Country,  &:  when 
the  Yankees  come  down  there,  they  will  put  new  life  into  them, 
that  the  Iron  oar  &  Lime  &  Coal  &  Marble  &  Copper  will  tell  for 
itself  in  5  years  from  this  time.  Emigration  is  coming  in  here,  I  see 
by  the  papers,  but  whare  they  will  go  I  have  not  seen  yet.  I  hope 
some  of  them  may  go  to  Mobile,  the  Negroes  are  asking  such  high 
prices  for  their  labour,  Sc  if  you  hire  for  3  months  you  have  to 
Clothe,  beside  pay  wages,  &:  if  6  months,  pay  the  Dr.  Bills  if  they 
should  be  sick,  everybody  is  trying  to  get  white  servants.  The 
white  people  that  you  hire  here  do  a  great  deal  more  work  than 
the  Negro  does  South,  &:  if  the  [y]  do  not  suit,  dismiss,  &:  try  an- 
other &:  you  don't  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Clothing  or  Dr. 
if  they  get  sick  that  is  their  lookout,  unless  you  choose  to. 

My  expectation  is  to  go  back  to  Mobile  in  the  fall,  say  Novem- 
ber, if  I  live.  I  fear  the  Winter  will  be  too  Cold  for  me,  by  that 
time  I  will  want  to  see  my  other  children. 


I  occasionally  hear  of  you  thro'  Sophia  Alexander, i^i  she  has 
kept  me  apprized  of  events  in  North  Carolina.   If  any  of  your 

181  A  niece,   Mary  Sophia  Alexander  (1831-1916).  of  Charlotte,  Clark,   "Graham 
Descendants.  " 
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Children  should  have  occasion  to  come  to  this  place.  Mary  would 
be  glad  [if]  they  would  come  to  see  her,  I  suppose  she  is  perma- 
nently settled.  She  has  3  promising  Children.  She  has  grown  very 
Stout,  enjoys  good  health,  her  youngest  child  is  rather  delicate 
from  teething. 

Give  love  to  Susan  and  all  the  family.  I  would  like  to  see  you 
&:  dear  Sister  Violet  once  more,  but  now  have  given  out  the  hope. 
I  am  getting  too  old  to  travel,  this  is  the  last  long  travel  I  ever  ex- 
pect to  take.  I  came  from  Mobile  by  water.  I  don't  think  I  could 
stand  travel  all  the  way  by  land,  Sc  did  not  feel  anxious  to  come, 
but  Mr.  Dickey  &:  Mary  &:  my  other  children  would  have  me  to  do 
so,  they  thought  the  Country  would  be  more  disagreeable  than 
the  City  with  respect  to  servants  &  Yankees  both,  for  the[y]  have 
both. 

May  the  Lord  be  with  you  &:  yours,  both  in  this  world  &  that  to 
which  we  are  going. 

Your  ever  Affectionate  Sister, 
Rufus  Y.  McAden^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  a&h 

Graham,  N.C., 

August  11th,  1865. 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  troubling  you  relative  to  a  ques- 
tion of  some  importance  to  our  people. 

By  the  proclamation  of  Gov.  Holden  I  see  he  prescribes  qualifi- 
cations for  voters,  but  none  for  Candidates.  Can  persons  who  are 
excluded  from  the  President's  amnesty  proclamation  be  delegates 
in  the  Convention?  The  Governor's  first  proclamation  excludes 
them,  his  second  says  nothing  about  it.  My  impression  is  that  the 
Convention  will  be  the  proper  body  to  decide  the  qualifications 
of  members. 

By  answering  the  above  you  will  oblige  your  friends. 


1^2  Riif^is  Yancey  McAden  (1833-1889),  of  Alamance,  a  native  of  Caswell  County, 
was  a  graduate  of  Wake  Forest  College.  He  was  a  lawyer  and  represented  his  county 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  1862-1867,  holding  the  position  of  speaker  during  the  last 
session  of  the  Commons.  Abandoning  the  practice  of  law  in  1867,  McAden  was  sub- 
sequently a  business  man,  a  bank  president  in  Graham  and  later  in  Charlotte,  and 
was  active  in  the  development  of  railroads  from  Charlotte  to  Atlanta,  and  from 
Spartanburg  to  Asheville.  Ashe,  Biographical  History  of  North  Carolina,  V^  198-203. 
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Joseph  Weisman^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

August  12th,  65 
Phila^^ 

I  received  your  letter  dated  July  24th  not  untill  [5?c]  the  10th  of 
this  month,  when  I  immediately  repaired  to  your  tailor  Mr. 
Harris,  and  obtained  a  receipt  in  full  for  $54.  I  found  him  in  a 
small  office  near  his  old  place  of  business.  1  then  asked  him  if  he 
had  received  any  money  from  the  Southern  Gentlemen,  he  an- 
swered no  not  one  cent.  I  then  said  well  sir  if  you  will  make  out  the 
Hon.  W.  A.  Graham's  bill  I  will  pay  it  as  required  by  him.  The 
bill  was  made  out  as  about  $54  in  full  of  all  demands  up  to  this 
date.  He  then  said  he  ought  to  charge  interest.  I  then  stated 
that  1  hoped  that  no  interest  would  be  charged  to  the  loyal  men 
of  the  South,  in  as  much  as  the  war  was  brought  on  not  by  the 
Southern  Gentlemen  proper,  but  by  the  reckless  politicians  of  the 
South  and  the  Copperheads  %c  others  of  the  North  under  false 
pretensions  in  various  ways  to  suit  their  mean  party  desires.  He 
then  looked  at  me  and  said  that  is  true,  %z  I  will  not  charge  interest. 
I  then  proved  to  him  that  you  went  into  the  Confederate  Senate 
to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  to  allay  or  stop  if  possible  further 
disaster  to  the  Country.  He  was  much  pleased  and  we  parted. 


William.  A.  Graham,  to  Lawyers  Carlisle  and  Kennedy^^"^  UNC 

Hillsboro',  N.C. 
Aug.  13th,  1865 

Communications  by  mail  being  again  practicable,  1  beg  to  be 
informed  as  to  the  progress  made  in  the  collection  of  interest  on 


^^"^  Joseph  Weisman  was  a  merchant  with  whoni  Graham  had  done  business  before 
the  war. 

i^^CJarhsle  and  Kennedy  were  Kentucky  lawyers  retained  by  William  A.  Graham 
to  assist  in  collecting  interest  on  bonds  held  by  Graham  in  the  Covington  and  Lex- 
ington Railroad  Company.  The  Kennedy  in  question  has  not  been  positively  identi- 
fietl,  but  Carlisle  is  John  Griffin  Carlisle  (I).  18-55),  who  studied  law  with  Hon.  John 
W.  Stevenson  and  Judge  William  B.  Kinkaid.  Carlisle  began  his  legal  practice  as  a 
partner  of  Judge  Kinkaid.  He  served  in  the  legislature  following  his  election  in  1857 
but  remained  cjuiet  during  the  Civil  War.  Besides  sening  in  the  Kentucky  legisla- 
ture, Carlisle  also  served  his  state  as  lieutenant  governor,  and  as  a  congressman  in 
1876.  The  Biographical  Encyclopedia  of  Kentucky  of  the  Dead  and  Living  Men  of 
the  Nineteenth  Century  (Cincinnati:  J.  M.  Armstrong  and  Company,  1878),  herein- 
after cited  as  Biographical  Encyclopedia  of  Kentucky. 
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my  Bonds,  to  the  amount  of  $7,000  with  coupons,  made  by  the 
Covington  &:  Lexington  Railroad  Company,  and  indorsed  by  the 
City  of  Covington  placed  in  your  hands  for  collection,  and  on 
which  suit  was  brought  against  the  City  of  Covington  in  1860. 
Please  advise  me  fully  whether  any  thing  has  been  realized  and  the 
prospects  of  payment  in  the  future. 

William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain  A&H 

Hillsboro; 

August  16th,  1865. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  from  your  note,!^^  the  true  authorship  of  the 
Delphic  Oracles.  I  had  attributed  them  to  another  of  the  Clergy 
of  a  different  denomination,  and  am  gratified  to  find  I  was  mis- 
taken. I  read  them  carelessly,  but  have  rarely  seen  a  specimen  of 
more  crazy  Quixottism:  either  as  regards  false  conception  or  asser- 
tion, or  the  reckless  and  senseless  tilting  with  [which]  all  our  past 
history  is  assailed.  The  malignant  delight  with  which  he,  together 
with  the  Progress,  exults  over  the  misery  produced  by  the  sudden 
abolition  of  slavery,  and  the  supposed  abasement  of  men  and 
women,  whose  only  offence  is,  that  by  inheritance  or  honest  pur- 
chase, they  were  the  owners  of  property  guaranteed  by  the  laws, 
ill  comports  with  that  charity  which  should  characterize  his  call- 
ing. "The  North  Carolina  of  1776  was  a  failure,  and  a  new  one 
must  be  created."  It  achieved  national  independence  by  1783,  en- 
tered the  Federal  Union  in  '89, — had  her  University  in  operation 
in  '95,  gave  up  to  the  United  States  the  fairest  portion  of  her  terri- 
tory for  the  general  weal  of  the  Union,  contributed  her  contingent 
always  with  spirit  and  alacrity,  whenever  demanded  by  war  or 
rumors  of  war,  has  built  up  a  system  of  jurisprudence,  which  has 
been  for  some  years  the  guide  at  least  of  the  States  of  the  South, 
raised  a  population  as  moral,  brave  and  intelligent,  as  any  in 
America. 

The  prowess  and  endurance  of  the  young  men  whose  families 
were  owners  of  slaves  in  the  late  war,  give  the  lie  to  the  calumny 

^^5 Unfortunately  this  note  was  not  found  and  the  authorship  of  the  Delphi  Papers, 
which  appeared  in  the  North  Carolina  Standard  beginning  August  1,  1865,  and 
running  through  seven  nimiber-s  with  two  extras,  remains  a  mystery.  Graham's  crit- 
icism of  them  is  understandable.  Written  obviously  with  deep  and  venomous  bitter- 
ness, the  Delphi  Papers  painted  a  distorted  picture  of  antebellum  North  Carolina 
which  was  grossly  unfair  and  untrue.  The  collective  state  political  leadership  of  the 
antebellum  period  was  characterized  as  exclusive,  tyrannical,  arrogant,  and  vindic- 
tive. The  vast  majority  of  voters  was  depicted  as  "in  a  servitude  immensely  more 
degrading  than  that  of  the  negio.  " 
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that  they  are  an  enervate  race,  and  incapable  of  any  species  of 
physical  exertion. 

"Graves^s^  and  Venable^^^  are  ostracized" — the  first  by  the  op- 
position of  his  democratic  constituents  to  Railroad  improvement, 
tho'  educated  at  the  University — the  latter  buried  under  popular 
indignation  amid  the  ruin  wrought  by  Secession.  These  wrongs 
are  to  be  righted  by  the  abolition  of  slavery.  The  assault  on  Mr. 
Badger  is  worthy  of  a  Hyena.  He,  Graham,  Brown  and  Worth 
are  the  only  aristocrats  of  University  education,  that  are  specially 
named.  There  is  among  them  but  one  graduate,  and  but  two  who 
received  any  instruction  at  the  University.  The  utter  disregard 
of  truth,  consistency,  and  sense,  with  the  sangfroid  Sc  impudence 
which  runs  through  the  whole,  make  a  compound  of  the  most 
varied  nature. 

I  have  heard  nothing  of  my  Petition,  ^  feel  but  little  interest 
as  to  its  fate.  I  perceive  that  both  the  Georgia  Senators  have  been 
pardoned,  one  of  them  the  only  confidential  friend  Mr.  Davis  had 
in  the  Senate  at  the  last  Session  of  Congress.  I  presume  every  body 
else  will  be,  in  the  course  of  time.  Walker^^s  of  Ala.  I  am  pleased 
to  see,  has  also  passed.  Rumors  state,  that  the  President  drinks 
freely  and  is  often  unfit  for  business. i^^ 

I  regarded  the  Bank  of  N.C.  as  worthless  to  the  stockholders, 
from  information  obtained  while  at  their  late  meeting,  and  am 
surprized  that  the  notes  are  quoted  in  Ral.  at  30  cts.  For  years 
the  R.R.  stocks  will  be  but  little  better.  The  Ral.  Sc  Gas.  may 
possibly  form  an  exception.  In  looking  to  the  future  I  do  not  see 
how  N.C.  can  maintain  her  institutions  of  education  and  charity 


1^^  Calvin  Graves  (1804-1878),  of  Caswell  County,  a  lawyer  by  profession,  was  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1835,  the  House  of  Commons  (1840- 
1846),  and  the  state  Senate  (1846-1850).  He  was  speaker  of  the  Senate  in  the  1848 
session  when  his  vote  was  decisive  in  establishing  the  North  Carolina  Railroad  Com- 
pany. Spencer  Alumni  Project;  Lefler  and  Newsome,  North  Carolina,  348. 

^^7  Abraham  Watkins  Venable  (1799-1876),  a  native  of  Virginia  who  moved  to 
North  Carolina  in  1829,  was  a  graduate  of  Hampden-Sydney  College  (1816)  and 
Princeton  (1819),  where  he  studied  medicine.  He  practiced  law  in  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina.  He  was  a  Democratic  member  of  Congress,  1847  1853,  and  a  Confederate 
congressman.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1753. 

*^^  Richard  Wilde  Walker  (1823-1874),  of  Alabama,  a  graduate  of  Princeton,  was  a 
successful  lawyer  and  planter.  A  Whig  in  politics,  he  was  a  state  legislator,  judge  of 
the  state  supreme  court,  member  of  the  Confederate  Provisional  Congress  (1861- 
1862),  and  senator  (1864-1865).  He  generally  supported  the  Davis  administration 
during  his  first  tenure  in  the  Confederate  Congress  but  opposed  it  in  1864-1865. 
Yearns,  Confederate  Congress, 244. 

189  Yjip  investigation  undertaken  by  the  Radicals  in  the  Congress  in  hope  of  find- 
ing something  on  which  to  base  impeachment  revealed  the  falsity  of  this  widely 
circulated  rumor. 
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and  support  Gov't  and  pay  interest  on  the  ante  War  debt  only. 
You  see  in  today's  Standard  the  repudiation  programme  of  certain 
parties  in  Granville.  The  glimpses  we  get  of  the  National  Treas. 
are  not  encouraging — about  90  millions  of  income  to  260  of  ex- 
penditures. The  latter  may  abate;  as  700,000  men  are  said  to  have 
been  disbanded  from  the  Army  since  the  peace,  leaving  300,000 
still  in  arms.  Why  so  many  I  cannot  conjecture. 

I  have  no  copy  of  the  Congressional  debates — should  you  have 
leisure- 1  would  be  pleased  to  see  a  speech  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams, 
denying  the  plan  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  States  in  time  of  peace, 
but  asserting  it  as  a  War  power.  I  think  about  1842-3.  Gov.  Wise 
reminded  me  of  it  at  Richmond,  in  March. 

The  pardons  of  Johnson i^o  of  Ga. Walker,  Ala.,  etc.,  are  not 
more  consistent  with  the  tales  of  postponement  we  hear,  than  are 
the  "Delphic  Oracles  '  with  the  facts  of  history. 

Eliza  Witherspoon  Goldthwaite  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Mobile, 

Aug.   31st,    1865. 

My  Dear  Uncle 

.  . .  My  principle  object  in  writing  to  you  is  to  ask  your  assistance 
in  any  way  that  may  know  of  in  refference  to  my  dear  friend  Judge 
Campbell;i9i  his  punishment  to  my  ideas  has  been  the  hardest 


*^*^Heischel  Vespasian  Johnson  (1.812-1880),  of  Georgia,  attended  private  schools 
before  graduating  from  Franklin  College  in  1834.  He  establishetl  a  law  practice  in 
Augiist  about  the  same  time.  An  ardent  Democrat,  he  was  frequently  a  candidate  for 
pid^lic  office.  In  the  late  1840s  Johnson  served  a  year  in  the  United  States  Senate, 
having  been  appointed  to  a  vacancy  in  that  botly.  He  was  governor  of  Georgia  from 
1853  to  1857. 

As  the  controversy  over  slavery  extension  developed  in  the  1850s,  Johnson  believed 
that  popular  sovereignty  was  the  proper  coui>>e.  He  opposed  the  disniption  of  the 
Democratic  party,  contending  that  a  division  would  lead  to  the  triumph  of  the 
sectional  Republican  party;  consec]uently,  Johnson  ran  for  the  vice  presidency  on  a 
ticket  of  National  Democrats  headed  by  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  After  Lincoln's  election 
Johnson  opposed  immediate  secession  while  adopting  a  wait-and-see  attitude.  When 
secession  became  a  reality,  he  followed  his  state.  As  a  Confederate  senator  (1862-1865) 
Johnson  maintained  his  states'  rights  predilections  by  opposing  conscription  and 
suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  He  consistently  voted  against  the  legislative 
progiam  of  the  Davis  administration. 

After  the  war  Herschel  V.  Johnson  was  president  of  the  Cieorgia  C.onstitutional 
Convention  of  1865.  He  became  a  federal  judge  in  1873.  Biogiaphical  Directory  of 
Congress,  1125- 1 126;  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  X,  102-103. 

1^1  John  A.  C^ampbell  was  imprisoned  for  some  four  months.  After  his  lelease  by 
Federal  authorities  he  settled  in  New  Orleans  where  he  practiced  law  vei>  successfully 
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that  I  know  of,  and  his  innocence  perfect  in  regard  to  any  crime 
whatever.  His  friends  throughout  the  county  are  exerting  them- 
selves in  a  personal  way  now  for  his  release; — a  very  large  petition 
has  been  sent  in  from  this  place  to  President  Johnson. 

There  have  been  petitions  sent  from  Boston,  New  York,  Sc  Phil. 
Bars,  the  leading  Lawyers  have  spoken  for  his  release,  and  Mrs. 
Campbell  went  on  her  way  Sc  begged  for  his  pardon,  &:  was  in- 
duced to  hope  she  might  obtain  it — ^when  she  had  to  go  home 
without  it.  What  I  wished  was  this,  have  you  any  influence  with 
any  of  Johnson's  old  associates?  I  have  been  told  that  more  can  be 
done  privately  with  those  men  than  publicly,  and  if  so  could  you, 
would  you,  My  dear  Uncle,  use  your  influence  in  his  behalf?  Gov. 
Holden  I  hear  is  opposed. 

Judge  Campbell's  whole  life  has  been  one  of  purity  ^  goodness, 
he  opposed  secession  to  the  last,  then  did  any  thing  he  could  for 
peace — his  whole  exertions  were  for  peace.  His  friends  think 
Seward  is  the  one  that  keeps  him  in  Fort  Pulaski  now,  it  is  the  old 
grudge  for  exposing  his  duplicity  about  Fort  Sumter, 1^2  b^  Judge 
Campbell's  precarious  affairs  need  his  attention  so  much,  and  a 
large  family  of  daughters  that  are  dependent  on  him  make  us  the 
more  anxious  for  his  release.  The  explosion  blew  down  over  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  property  for  him. 

If  you  can,  I  would  feel  under  lasting  obligations  to  you  to  help 
us  in  our  trouble. 

The  state  of  affairs  throughout  this  County  is  very  unhappy. 
The  grabbing  after  gin  Cotton  has  turned  loose  a  great  set  of  out- 
laws upon  the  County,  Sc  the  negroes  are  in  a  most  unhappy  con- 
dition. I  trust  time  may  settle  every  thing,  and  that  good  may 
come  out  [of]  all  this  evil,  but  it  is  hard  for  us  to  see  it  now. 

Give  much  love  to  Aunt  Susan  and  each  of  your  children,  &: 
believe  me,  my  dear  Uncle,  your  ever  affectionate  Neice  [sic] 


'^2  III  those  perilous  days  between  the  inanimation  of  Liiuohi  and  the  firing  on 
Fort  Suniter,  Secretary  of  State  William  H.  Sevvaicl  considered  himself  to  be  spokes- 
man for  the  administration.  While  Seward  did  not  receive  the  Confederate  com- 
missionei^  then  in  Washington,  he  was  in  contact  with  them  through  John  A. 
Campbell,  then  an  associate  justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  I  o  Campbell 
Seward  gave  assinances,  in  accord  with  his  own  sinceie  wishes,  that  Simiter  would  be 
evacuated.  The  Confederate  commissioners  considered  Seward's  assinances  as  a 
"promise  "  on  the  part  of  the  Lincoln  administration.  When  Lincoln  asserted  himself 
and  decided  to  hold  and,  if  necessary,  to  relieve  Siunter,  the  Southerners  felt  duped 
and  Seward  was  deeply  chagrined.  Obviously  Seward  had  misread  Lincoln  badly. 
James  Gaifield  Randall  and  David  Donald,  Cnnl  War  and  Reconstniclion,  Second 
Edition  (Lexington,  Mass.:  Heath,  1969),  17.S,  hereinafter  cited  as  Randall  and 
Donald,  Cix'il  War  and  Reconstruction. 
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'     Eugene  Grissom^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Oxford,  N.C., 

September  1st.,  1865. 

I  pray  you  to  pardon  the  liberty  I  take  in  addressing  you  this 
communication. 

In  the  Canvass  for  the  Convention,  now  in  progress  in  this 
County,  one  of  the  principal  subjects  of  discussion  is  the  right  of 
the  Convention,  or  Legislature,  to  annull  or  impair  private  con- 
tracts, made  before  or  since  the  Secession  of  the  State  from  the 
Union.  In  private  circles,  though  not  yet  in  public  debate,  it  has 
been  asserted,  upon  what  authority  I  am  not  informed,  that  you 
and  Mr.  S.  F.  Phillips  have  declared  yourselves  in  favor  of  repudi- 
ating private  contracts,  either  by  an  ordinance  of  the  Convention, 
or  in  some  other  form. 

It  is  scarcely,  I  trust,  necessary  to  assure  you  that  I  place  no 
confidence  in  this  statement,  but  as  the  authority  of  your  name  in 
this  County,  in  all  matters  of  public  interest,  carries  with  it  great 
and  merited  influence,  I  should  be  gratified  to  have  it  in  my 
power,  with  your  direct  sanction,  to  state,  should  it  become  neces- 
sary, the  views  entertained  by  you  in  regard  to  the  question  to 
which  I  have  called  your  attention. 

You  will  please  do  me  the  kindness  to  address  me  at  this  place. 

Kemieth  Rayner^^"^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh,  N.C., 

September  4th.,  1865 

You  will  recollect  when  I  saw  you  last,  I  stated  to  you  that  I  was 
anxious  to  see  you,  and  have  a  conversation  with  you.  I  had  refer- 


i^-^  Dr.  Eugene  Grissom,  of  Ciranville  County,  was  a  graduate  in  medicine  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  Until  he  sustained  a  disabling  wound  at  Seven  Pines,  he 
was  a  captain  in  the  Thirtieth  North  Carolina  Regiment.  Later  he  was  a  surgeon 
with  the  rank  of  major  in  the  state  service.  Grissom  was  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  from  1862  to  1865  and  also  represented  his  coimty  in  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1865.  Increasingly  he  associated  himself  with  the  radical  faction  during 
Reconstruction.  Clark,  Histories  of  North  Carolina  Regiments,  II.  495.  498;  IV,  629; 
Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,  624;  Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North 
Carolina,  345. 

^^  Kenneth  Rayner  (1808-1884)  attended  the  Tarborough  Academy  and  read  law 
with  Thomas  Ruffin  in  preparation  for  a  career  as  a  lawyer,  politician,  and  bureau- 
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ence  altogether  to  public  affairs.  I  have  desired  very  much  to  con- 
fer with  you,  in  regard  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs — to  get 
your  views  on  certain  subjects,  and  also  to  suggest  to  you  some 
views  of  my  own. 

I  believe  that  with  unanimity  and  prudence  on  the  part  of  the 
South,  we  might  get  $400,000,000.  voted  by  Congress,  to  pay  us, 
in  part,  for  our  slave  property.  It  is  a  matter  I  have  thought  of  a 
great  deal.  I  mentioned  the  subject  to  our  friend.  Judge  Ruffin,  a 
short  time  since.  He  thought  favorably  of  it,  and,  at  his  suggestion, 
I  wrote  to  Gov.  Stanley^^s  about  it.  But  there  was  not  time  for  the 
letter  to  reach  him  before  the  adjournment  of  the  Mississippi  Con- 
vention. I  have  prepared  a  long  letter  to  Gov.  Holden,  (on  account 
of  his  official  position)  which  I  shall  show  to  him  in  a  day  or  two, 
and  if  he  is  willing  to  it,  I  propose  having  it  published.  I  should  be 
glad  to  get  him  committed  to  the  scheme.  1  wish  I  could  show  it 
to  you,  that  I  might  have  the  expression  of  your  opinion  on  it.  If 
all  the  Southern  States  would  take  action  in  regard  to  it,  and  let 
it  be  pressed  from  year  to  year,  I  have  hardly  a  doubt  but  it  would 
go  through,  at  furthest,  by  the  next  Presidential  election.  I  am  not 
sure  but  it  may  be  made  to  decide  the  next  election  for  President,  if 
the  Southern  States  can  get  back  into  the  Union.  The  measure 
would  start  with  every  Southern  vote  for  it,  added  to  which,  we 
might  reasonably  calculate  on  some  25  or  30  from  the  North,  who 
sympathize  with  the  South.  It  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  continue  to 


crat.  A  man  of  great  talents,  though  sometimes  unstable,  he  attracted  favorable 
attention  as  the  youngest  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1835.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1835,  1836,  1846,  1848,  and  1850;  the  state 
Senate  in  1854;  and  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives,  1839-1845.  He  was 
successively  a  Jacksonian  Democrat,  a  Calhoim  Democrat,  a  Whig,  an  American 
(Know-Nothing),  a  Conservative,  and  a  Republican.  As  a  member  of  the  Convention 
of  1861  Rayner  was  a  secessionist,  but  later,  due  to  his  opposition  to  the  Davis 
administration,  was  secretly  a  supporter  of  William  W.  Holden  s  peace  move- 
ment. Following  the  war,  Rayner  failed  as  a  Mississippi  planter  and  was  a  federal 
officeholder.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XV,  416-417;  McCormick,  Convention 
Personnel,  68. 

195  Edward  Stanly  (1810-1872),  a  native  of  New  Bern,  was  a  lawyer  and  politician. 
Twice  a  Whig  congressman  (1837-1843  and  1849-1853),  he  was  an  extreme  nationalist 
and  a  leader  of  his  party.  In  1854  Stanly  resettled  in  San  Francisco,  California,  where 
he  quickly  establishetl  a  successful  legal  practice.  An  opponent  of  secession,  he  was 
convinced  that  North  Carolina  had  been  misled  through  Democratic  trickery; 
therefore,  he  accepted  Lincoln's  offer  as  militavy  governor  of  North  Carolina  in  1862, 
after  the  Federal  successes  in  the  East.  Stanly  became  disenchanted  when  he  learned 
that  easy  restoration  of  a  civil  government  loyal  to  the  Union  was  illusory.  He 
opposed  emancipation  and  resigned  in  January,  1863,  to  return  to  California.  Con- 
cise Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  994. 
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gain  strength,  session  after  session.  It  would  afford  an  immense 
political  capital,  for  any  North  Presidential  aspirant  to  strike  for. 

There  are  some  suggestions  I  wish  to  make  to  you,  in  regard  to 
yourself  I  think  you  owe  it  to  yourself  to  make  some  public  state- 
ment in  regard  to  your  connection  with  passing  events,  for  the 
last  12  or  18  months.  In  this  regard,  I  could  talk  to  you,  much 
more  satisfactorily  than  I  can  write. 

There  are  many  things  about  which  I  would  like  very  much 
to  be  informed,  and  I  know  no  one  who  would  be  more  likely  to 
give  me  satisfaction,  than  yourself. 

When  do  you  expect  to  be  in  Raleigh  again?  When  you  do 
come,  I  must  ask  of  you  the  favor  to  come  to  my  house,  and  stay 
with  me,  whilst  you  are  here.  Time  and  opportunity  will  then 
be  afforded  us  to  confer  fully  and  freely. 


JosiAH  Turner 
Josiah  Turner,  Jr.,  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Sunday, 

September  5th.,  1865. 

I  have  not  had  the  sight  of  any  petition,  not  even  my  own.  The 
Clerk  showed  me  his  index,  I  was  on  the  list  recommended  by 
Holden.  Graham  and  Gilmer  were  on  the  list  of  unrecommended 
applicants,  as  the  Clerk  said,  and  as  I  saw. 
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I  have  had  frequent  talks  with  Governor  Corwin,  who  is  very 
kind.  I  saw  Speed,  the  Attorney  General,  yesterday.  Corwin  said 
I  could  talk  to  him  as  a  Whig,  and  say  what  I  pleased  about  De- 
mocracy. I  did  so.  I  stated  some  of  the  prominent  points  in  my 
petition,  and  he  was  evidently  not  pleased,  but  delighted  at  it,  and 
said,  call  Monday,  he  would  take  pleasure  in  calling  it  up.  I  have 
not  yet  seen  Seward.  Farmer,!^^  Lane,i97  Wooton,i98  and  others  are 
here.  Ed  Hall^^a  tells  me  he  will  have  his  papers  signed  soon,  he 
is  for  no  opposition  to  Holden. 

Governor  Swain  brough[t]  Judge  Ruffin's  and  Cameron's  pe- 
titions, he  got  them  through  before  I  could  get  an  audience,  and 
without  difficulty  or  delay.  Governor  Swain  says  Seward  told  him 
he  never  received  your  letter. 

I  wrote  you  from  Raleigh  to  take  Berry 's^oo  place  in  convention, 
I  knew  he  would  resign.  I  telegraphed  you  also.  Swain  and  I  talk 
over  the  matter  frequently,  and  he  agrees  with  me  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  your  being  in  convention,  both  for  State  and  personal 
reasons. 

Open  Letter  to  William  A.  Graham  from  Orange  County  UNC 

Neighbors^^^ 

ORANGE  COUNTY, 

September    12th.,    1865. 

DEAR  SIR — For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  people  of 
Orange  have  looked  to  you,  more  than  to  any  other  statesman,  to 


196  yhis  is  probably  L.  D.  Farmer,  who  represented  Edgecombe  County  in  the 
Commons,  1864-1865.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,603. 

197  yhis  is  probably  William  K.  Lane  of  Wayne  County. 

198  xhis  reference  could  be  to  Richard  Wooten  of  Columbus  County,  or  John  C. 
Wooten,  or  Allen  W.  Wooten,  both  of  Lenoir  County.  All  three  were  active  in  state 
politics,  serving  either  in  the  Secession  Convention  or  the  wartime  state  legislature, 
and  would  have  had  to  petition  for  pardon.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913, 
564,681,874. 

^^^  Edward  Dudley  Hall  (1823-1896),  of  Wilmington,  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mons in  1846  and  the  state  Senate  from  1864  to  1867.  Prior  to  receiving  a  tlisabling 
wound  in  1864,  Hall  had  acquired  the  reputation  of  being  an  excellent  officer;  he 
was  colonel  of  the  Forty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment.  Connor,  North  Carolina 
Manual,  191 3,  724;  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  IIL  72-73;  James 
Sprunt,  Chronicles  of  the  Cape  Fear  River,  1660-1916,  2nd.  ed.,  (Raleigh:  Etlwartls 
and  Broughton,  1916),  305-306,  hereinafter  cited  as  Sprimt,  Chronicles  of  the  Cape 
Fear. 

200 John  Berry  represented  Orange  County  in  the  constitutional  conventions  of 
1861  and  1865.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,  893. 

201  From  the  Raleigh  Sentinel,  September  2 L  1865. 
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direct  and  guide  them  aright  in  public  affairs.  In  times  like  the 
present,  they  look  to  you  with  more  solicitude  than  ever. 

We  have  qualified  ourselves  under  the  President's  proclamation 
to  vote  for  delegates  to  the  Convention.  We  are  sometimes  told 
that  we  can  not  have  the  delegate  of  our  choice,  because  you  are 
unpardoned. 

The  privilege  of  voting  loses  half  its  value,  and  all  its  dignity, 
when  the  elector  is  forbidden  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  person  of  his 
choice.  We  venture  to  ask  your  opinion  upon  the  eligibility  of 
unpardoned  persons,  and  that  we  be  allowed  to  publish  the  same. 

We  hear  you  are  disposed  to  make  issue  with  the  Government 
upon  the  question  of  emancipation. 

We  well  remember  your  efforts  in  1861,  warning  the  people 
against  the  dangers  of  secession.  Though  you  failed  to  lead,  and 
were  ultimately  forced  to  follow  against  your  better  judgment; 
we  beg  leave  to  say,  our  confidence  in  you  is  not  lessened,  but  on 
the  contrary  it  is  confirmed,  strengthened,  and  increased,  by  every 
calamity  that  has  befallen  us,  and  every  indignity  that  is  offered  to 
us. 

With  every  good  wish,  we  subscribe  ourselves,  as  we  are,  very 
truly  your  neighbors  and  friends, 

LEMUEL  LYNCH,  JOHN  BAIN, 

H.  N.  BROWN,  O.  W.  HOOVER, 

D.  C.  PARKS,  J.  C.  TURRENTINE, 

J.  A.  TURRENTINE,  L.  CARMICHAEL, 

A.  C.  MURDOCK,  C.  J.  FREELAND. 

Open  Letter  from  William  A.  Graham  to  Orange  County 

Neighbors^^^ 

Hillsboro', 

September    14th.,    1865. 

Gentlemen: 

Yours  of  the  12th.  instant,  to  which  in  terms  that  command 
my  most  grateful  acknowledgements,  you  are  pleased  to  express 
approbation  of  the  part  borne  by  me  in  political  affairs  in  past 
times,  especially  in  endeavoring  to  avert  this  calamitous  revolu- 
tion, your  undiminished  confidence,  and  your  desire  that  I  should 
be  returned  as  a  delegate  to  the  approaching  convention  of  North 

202  From  the  Raleigh  Sentine I,  Sepiemher  2\ ,  1865. 
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Carolina,  has  just  been  received.  You  state  that  doubts  have  been 
expressed  as  to  the  eligibility  of  citizens  who  have  not  yet  received 
the  pardon  of  the  President,  (which  is  my  case)  to  seats  in  this  con- 
vention, and  ask  my  opinion  on  the  qtiestion,  with  a  view  to  its 
publication.  I  have  bestowed  on  the  several  Proclamations  of  the 
President,  and  of  the  Provisional  Governor  of  the  State,  the  con- 
sideration due  to  their  importance.  They  embody  the  funda- 
mental law  or  constitution,  which  regulates  both  the  election  and 
qualification  of  delegates.  Applying  to  them  those  rules  of  con- 
struction which  are  applied  to  other  instruments  of  like  nature,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  privilege  accorded  to  the  voters,  quali- 
fied as  prescribed  in  these  proclamations,  to  choose  any  citizen 
as  their  delegate  who  has  taken  the  oath  of  amnesty,  and  has  the 
other  qualifications  required  to  vote  for  a  member  of  the  State 
legislature  prior  to  May  1861. 

The  President's  Proclamation  of  the  18th.  of  June  last,  em- 
powered the  Governor  "to  prescribe  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  convening  a  convention,  com- 
posed of  delegates  to  be  chosen  by  that  portion  of  the  people  of 
said  State  who  are  loyal  to  the  United  States,  and  no  others,"  etc. 
Thus  far  there  is  perfect  silence  as  to  any  qualification  of  the  dele- 
gates. But  a  proviso  follows  in  these  words:  "provided  that  to  any 
election  that  may  be  hereafter  held  for  choosing  delegates  to  any 
State  Convention  as  aforesaid,  no  person  shall  be  qualified  as  an 
elector,  or  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  such  coyiveiitioii,  unless 
he  shall  have  previously  taken  and  subscribed  to  the  oath  of  am- 
Jiesty,  as  set  forth  in  the  President's  Proclamation  of  May  29th. 
1865,  and  is  a  voter  qualified  as  prescribed  by  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  North  Carolina  in  force  immediately  before  the  20th. 
day  of  May,  1861, "  etc.  This  proviso,  in  the  words  I  have  put  in 
italics,  contains  the  only  prohibition  upon  the  eligibility  of  mem- 
bers to  be  found  in  all  these  proclamations.  So  far  as  regards  the 
point  under  consideration,  the  language  might  be  changed  with- 
out any  alteration  of  the  sense  into  that  of  permission — Thus: 
Any  "person  qualified  as  a  voter  under  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  North  Carolina  immediately  before  the  20th.  of  May,  1861, 
and  who  shall  have  taken  and  subscribed  the  oath  of  amnesty, 
etc.,  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  such  convention." 

There  is,  then,  no  express  requirement  that  a  person  who  is 
the  subject  of  pardon,  shall  have  actually  received  a  pardon,  as 
a  condition  of  membership.  Can  stich  a  condition  be  implied? 
To  this  I  answer:  That  penal  and  disabling  conditions  are  not  to 
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be  implied.  Even  when  expressed,  they  are  to  be  strictly  con- 
strued. This  is  rigidly  observed  in  construing  those  provisions  of 
written  constitutions  which  impose  disabilities  on  the  powers  of 
the  people,  or  of  their  representatives  in  the  State  Legislature. 
Upon  this  principle,  Gaston,  a  Roman  Catholic  in  religion,  vindi- 
cated his  eligibility  to  a  Judgeship  on  the  Bench  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  to  which  he  was  called  by  the  voice  of  the  coiuitry,  notwith- 
standing the  disabling  clause  of  the  Constitution  then  existing 
against  persons  "who  deny  the  truth  of  the  Protestant  religion." 
He  maintained,  and  with  success,  I  thought,  in  an  argument  now 
before  me,  that  the  right  of  the  people,  or  of  their  representatives 
to  call  for  the  services  of  any  citizen  in  any  situation  where  they 
believed  he  could  be  useful,  can  only  be  taken  away  by  clear  en- 
actment, and  was  not  to  be  restricted  by  doubtful  implication. 

Such  a  disability  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  the  exclusion  of  un- 
pardoned persons  as  voters.  The  right  to  vote  is,  in  our  Constitu- 
tion, no  test  of  the  right  to  sit  as  a  member.  A  representative  in 
Congress  is  only  required  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State,  and  not 
reside  in  the  district  he  represents,  but  no  one  can  vote  in  his  elec- 
tion until  he  resides  in  the  district.  A  minor  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age  may  be  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons.  This  has 
been  twice  decided  within  my  memory,  after  full  argument  and 
consideration;  but  every  voter  in  such  election  is  required  to  be 
twenty -one  years  of  age.  In  the  Virginia  Convention  in  1829,  a 
body  remarkable  for  its  wisdom  and  character,  it  is  understood 
that  many  gentlemen  were  chosen  as  delegates  from  counties  in 
which  they  did  not  reside,  and  consequently  could  not  have  voted 
in  the  election.  Shall  it  be  said  that  there  is  mistake  or  oversight 
in  the  Proclamation  if  this  interpretation  be  true,  and  that  dis- 
loyal members  may  be  admitted  into  the  Convention?  The  reply 
is,  there  is  neither  mistake  nor  oversight.  The  President  intended 
to  trust  the  people.  He  had  taken  all  the  security  he  deemed  requi- 
site against  the  return  of  disloyal  members  when  he  directed  the 
polls  to  be  purged,  and  the  electors  to  be  sworn,  and  intended  to 
allow  the  electoral  body  thus  qualified,  a  free  choice  of  representa- 
tives. If,  in  exercise  of  the  discretion  confided  to  them,  they  should 
think  their  interests  would  be  subserved  by  the  election  of  a  per- 
son within  the  excepted  classes,  thousands  of  whom,  though  in- 
volved in  technical  guilt,  will,  it  is  presumed,  receive  his  clemency 
upon  the  liberal  terms  held  out  by  him,  he  considered  it  as  their 
affair,  not  his.  As  in  the  foregoing  cases  of  the  infant  commoner, 
and  non-resident  member  of  Congress  or  Convention,  he  conceived 
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that  no  serious  danger  need  be  apprehended  to  the  cause  of  reun- 
ion, from  the  choice  of  reasons  from  those  classes,  by  voters  of  ap- 
proved fidelity.  Nor  should  it  be  overlooked,  that  practically  this 
construction  has  been  adopted  by  the  Government  itself,  in  not 
requiring  pardon  as  a  pre-requisite  to  appointment  in  other  im- 
portant functions,  as  in  the  instances  of  the  public  Treasurer  of 
the  State,  an  aide  de  camp  to  the  Governor,  a  visitor  to  the  exami- 
nation at  the  Military  Academy,  all  of  whom  performed  the  duties 
of  their  appointments  anterior  to  any  announcement  of  pardon. 
Judging  from  the  number  of  names  of  gentlemen  within  the  ex- 
ceptions in  this  and  other  States,  who  have  been  announced  as  can- 
didates for  convention,  as  to  whom  there  has  been  as  yet  no  publi- 
cation of  pardon,  I  take  it  that  this  is  the  interpretation  of  the 
Proclamation  by  the  country  generally. 

Having  taken  the  oath  and  arrived  at  this  conclusion  upon  the 
general  question,  I  yielded  my  assent  to  the  request  of  yourselves 
and  others  of  our  fellow  citizens,  to  serve  them  as  a  delegate,  if 
elected.  In  taking  this  step,  I  was  actuated  by  no  spirit  of  contu- 
macy, or  disposition  to  thwart  the  policy  or  purpose  of  the  Govern- 
ment, State,  or  Federal.  I  was  induced  to  believe  that  the  call  upon 
me  was  general,  and  in  a  candid  survey  of  the  whole  subject,  I  did 
not  feel  willing  to  place  myself  voluntarily  under  a  disability  which 
I  do  not  believe  to  exist,  nor  at  liberty,  by  reason  of  any  motive  of 
personal  delicacy  to  deny  to  my  neighbors  and  friends  a  privilege 
which  I  think  belongs  to  them,  of  a  free  choice  in  the  election.  If, 
however,  these  views  can  be  shown  to  be  erroneous,  or  the  proper 
authority  of  the  Government  shall  signify  that  there  is  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  President  any  sufficient  ground  for  my  exclusion 
from  the  Convention,  I  shall  readily  withdraw  from  the  position 
in  which,  by  your  kindness,  I  have  been  placed. 

Your  letter  further  states  that  you  hear  I  am  disposed  to  make 
issue  with  the  Government  upon  the  question  of  emancipation. 
This  is  a  mistake.  I  regard  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  of  the 
Southern  States,  which  has  been  effected  by  the  military  power  of 
the  Federal  Government,  as  past  remedy.  I  have  so  advised  divers 
individuals  in  distant  parts  of  the  State  who  have  solicited  my 
opinion  in  reference  to  their  own  actions.  We  must  acquiesce  in  it 
as  an  accomplished  fact,  and  contemplate  our  society  as  existing 
without  slavery.  I  early  adopted  this  course,  in  relation  to  my  own 
interests  in  this  species  of  property,  and  counselled  it  to  others. 

There  are  other  topics  on  which  I  would  gladly  commune  with 
you,  but  I  have  already  exceeded  the  limits  I  had  prescribed  my- 
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self,  and  confine  this  reply  to  the  points  presented  by  yourselves. 
Reciprocating  most  heartily  your  kindly  sentiments,  I  am,  very 
faithfully,  yours, 

W.  A.  Graham. 

P.S.  The  North  Carolina  Standard  of  yesterday's  date,  under 
the  editorial  head,  announces  that  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernor "to  prescribe  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary 
and  proper  for  convening  a  convention,  composed  of  delegates  to, 
AND  chosen  by,  that  portion  of  the  people  of  said  State  who  are 
loyal  to  the  United  States,  and  no  others."  This  language  is  liter- 
ally that  which  I  have  copied  above  in  my  last  extract  from  the 
Proclamation  of  the  President;  with  the  important  omission  of  the 
word  "Be,"  and  substitution  of  "And,"  which  I  have  written  in 
capitals,  so  as  to  attach  a  qualification  to  delegates  not  required  by 
the  Proclamation.  When  I  first  read  this,  I  supposed  it  a  careless 
quotation  from  this  document,  to  sustain  a  construction  of  it  which 
that  paper  had  theretofore  maintained,  and  in  which  I  do  not 
concur.  But  having  learned  since  this  letter  was  written,  from 
sources  in  which  I  place  confidence,  that  by  recent  orders  and 
instructions,  exclusions  are  extended  beyond  the  terms  of  the  Proc- 
lamation, and  that  persons  in  my  situation  are  embraced  in  the 
exclusion,  I  shall  promptly  withdraw  my  name  from  the  candi- 
dacy. Please  publish  this  to  the  people  of  the  county,  as  the  expla- 
nation of  my  conduct  in  the  premises. 

W.A.G. 

Joseph  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham.  UNC 

Gaston  Co. 
Sept.  14,  1865 


I  met  Willie  in  town  yesterday,  and  he  expected  to  start  for 
Hillsboro'  about  the  19th  Inst.  The  Yankees  had  summoned  him 
and  Joe,  Rob  and  Alfred  Morrison203  to  answer  for  floggin  a 
negro  whom  Uncle  Morrison  had  several  times  forbidded  to  come 


203  7  his  reference  is  to  three  nephews  of  William  A.  Graham  who  were  the  sons  of 
the  Reverend  Robert  Hall  and  Mary  Graham  Morrison  of  Lincoln  County.  They 
were:  Capt.  Joseph  Graham  Morrison  (1842-1906),  Dr.  Robert  Hall  Morrison  (1843- 
1922),  and  the  Reverend  Alfred  James  Morrison  (1849-1876).  Clark,  Graham  De- 
scendants." 
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to  his  premises.  A  few  days  since  Willie  was  over  there,  and  they 
saw  this  boy  in  the  grove.  Rob  went  out  and  accosting  him  asked 
if  he  had  not  been  frequently  warned  to  keep  off  the  plantation  or 
he  would  be  whipped.  The  negro  replied  insolently  that  he  had 
not.  Rob  picked  up  a  little  stick  and  struck  him  several  times. 
Willie  and  the  other  boys,  thinking  they  were  fighting,  ran  to 
Rob's  assistance.  And  they  took  the  boy  down  in  the  woods  and 
with  a  switch  gave  him  thirty-nine. 

Barnett204  the  Supt  of  Freedmen  was  sick  yesterday  and  not  in 
his  office  when  they  arrived,  and  his  assistant  said  he  would  fine 
them  each  $10.,  but  Barnett  stepped  [in]  about  that  time  and 
upon  hearing  their  statement  immediately  dismissed  the  case. 
Willie  returned  to  the  country  yesterday  afternoon. 

Wallace,  thinking  I  live  in  town,  wrote  me  a  note  a  few  days 
since  saying  the  husbands  of  the  negro  families  whom  you  told  to 
move  from  your  plantation,  have  been  to  town  and  carried  him  an 
order  to  this  effect:  if  you  drive  them  off,  you  must  either  give 
them  money  or  provision  to  support  their  families  till  January 
lst/66.  I  did  not  go  to  the  Freedman's  Bureau,  because  Willie 
thought  this  matter  had  better  stand  till  next  Tuesday  when  he 
will  be  there  and  Barnett  himself  will  be  able  to  attend  to  busi- 
ness. Willie  will  write  Wallace  not  to  issue  them  any  more  rations. 


Henrietta  C.  Lay  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Richmond, 

Sept  15th, 1865. 

I  think  you  will  not  have  forgotten  a  letter  addressed  to  you 
probably  in  Feb'y  of  the  past  winter  by  my  father.  Judge  Campbell. 

It  related,  I  believe,  to  some  plan  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities, 
and  was  intended  to  promote  negotiations  for  Peace.  I  am  very 
anxious  to  obtain  a  copy  of  that  letter  to  be  used  in  support  of  the 
influence  we  are  endeavoring  to  bring  to  bear  upon  the  Adminis- 
tration for  the  release  of  my  dearest  father,  now  in  captivity  since 
the  22nd.  of  May. 

It  is  at  his  suggestion  that  I  make  this  request.  If  you  can  send 
me  a  copy  of  that  letter  at  your  earliest  convenience  I  shall  be  most 
grateful. 


^^'^(^^pt  John  C.  Barnett  was,  at  this  time,  superintendent  of  the  Freedmen's 
Bureau  in  Charlotte.  He  was  a  man  of  character  and  ability,  liked  by  both  races. 
Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina,  .'526. 
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We  are  about  to  quit  Richmond  as  a  place  of  residence  and  my 

address  will  be  to  the  care  of  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Benson  No.  293  West 

Pratt  St.  Baltimore. 

With  much  regard, 

Very  truly  yours 

William  A.  Graham,  Jr.,  to  William  A.  Graham         DUKE 

Earhart 

Sept.  15,  1865 

I  wrote  you  a  hurried  note  from  Charlotte  yesterday  and  will 
now  write  more  at  length.  I  think  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  you  should  come  up  before  the  Convention  meets.  You  might 
see  Capt  Tumer205  and  arrange  matters  so  as  to  be  absent  from  the 
election  as  there  will  be  no  opposition  to  you.  If  you  dont  spend 
but  a  day  at  a  place  you  had  better  come. 

These  negroes  put  no  confidence  in  us  boys  [and]  think  we  are 
endeavoring  to  chisel  them  out  of  all  they  make  and  are  always 
hunting  for  some  occassion  [sic]  to  thrash  or  shoot  them.  None  of 
them  will  give  me  any  satisfaction.  Say  they  wish  to  see  you  be- 
fore they  make  any  bargain.  I  think  you  could  retain  all  here 
except  Sam  &:  probably  him.  His  wife  and  child  are  a  hard  bargain 
for  rations  even,  and  I  would  not  retain  them.  Dick's  crew  do  very 
well  except  Mose  who  will  have  to  have  a  thrashing  or  two,  and  it 
would  be  well  in  the  bargain  with  Dick  to  make  him  promise  to  do 
it  when  ever  needed. 

I  have  engaged  Dan's  wife  to  cook  on  trial  for  two  months  at 
$4.50.  Pretty  high  but  Young  Anderson  gave  her  a  good  character 
and  besides  I  think  cooks  come  under  the  professional  neggers 
[sic]  and  deserve  a  little  more  for  their  knowledge  and  irregular 
mode  of  work. 

Cousin  Gus  McLean  says  he  dont  think  people  can  pay  as  much 
as  $5  per  month  in  this  country.  Reel  says  he  used  to  clear  about 
$40.  per  hand  per  annum  before  the  war,  when  we  fed  k.  clothed 
little  k  big.  Juno  I  reckon  has  reached  you  ere  this.  Rhoda  has 
gone  to  Goldsboro  and  I  suppose  we  are  done  with  her. 

I  shall  be  at  home  on  Wednesday  morning  next  &  will  leave 
next  day  for  Va.  If  you  wish  the  buggy  to  remain  in  Charlotte  let 
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Josiah  I  umer,  Jr. 
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me  hear  from  you  there.  I  think  it  important  that  you  should  come 
up  if  only  for  a  day  at  each  place.  I  think  you  would  find  it  to  your 
interest  to  bring  Geo.  with  you  and  let  him  stay  with  Wallace 
three  weeks  until  he  gets  his  crop  up.  Wallace  does  not  control  his 
negroes  like  Reel  and  they  will  steal  a  great  deal  of  corn  if  allowed 
to  do  as  they  please. 

P.S. 

What  do  you  think  of  shipping  your  cotton  to  some  house  in 
New  York  for  sale.  The  buyers  in  Charlotte  make  from  $10.  to 
$20.  per  bale.  I  think  the  profit  is  worth  the  experiment  as  you 
&:  Robert  together  must  have  near  one  hundred  bales.  One  of  your 
yearlings  died  on  Sunday  with  distemper.  This  is  the  second  one 
that  has  died  in  a  month  past.  Corn  is  selling  for  $1.25  in  Lincoln- 
ton.  Wheat  for  $2.00  in  green  backs,  altho  some  persons  are  de- 
manding $2.  to  $3.  in  specie.  But  for  the  loss  by  the  freshet  Reels 
would  have  been  nearly  a  double  yield  to  any  bodys  in  the 
neighborhood. 

Evelens  husband  passed  here  on  Monday.  Said  he  had  gotten  a 
place  in  Buncombe  County  and  was  on  his  way  for  his  wife  and 
would  take  her  away  immediately.  I  think  old  Simon  is  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  whole  matter  of  the  Negroes  not  leaving.  He  has  a  pretty 
good  patch  of  potatoes  and  peas  on  your  plantation,  and  I  would 
be  very  glad  if  you  would  direct  Wallace  to  take  one  third  for  rent 
of  the  land. 


Samuel  F.  Phillips  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Chapel  Hill, 
Sept.  16th,  1865 

I  very  greatly  regret  the  issue  which  matters  have  taken  as 
regards  the  Convention.  I  very  greatly  regret  it!  Col.  Guthrie^^^^ 
gave  me  an  intimation  of  it  last  night,  and  a  note  from  Captain 
Berry  this  evening  tells  me  the  sequel.  I  think  that  you  have  done 
right  under  the  circumstances — but  I  condemn  the  circumstances 
most  heartily. 


206  Hugh  B.  Guthrie  (1814-1881),  Chapel  Hill  hotel-keeper,  a  native  of  Chatham, 
was  a  Whig  member  of  Commons,  1860-1862;  sheriff,  1865-1867;  magistrate  of  police, 
1869-1872;  and  postmaster.  Lefler  and  Wager,  Orange  County,  88,  107,  355,  364,  366; 
Battle,  History  of  the  University,  I,  612,673. 
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My  friends  here  will  give  Captain  B.  a  hearty  support,  and  I 
will  take  all  proper  means  to  spread  the  news  of  his  nomination 
throughout  this  Community.  I  feel  the  more  sure  of  the  vote  that 
the  Captain  will  get  as  it  is  well  understood  that  Mr.  Watson^o^ 
is  running  against  me.  He  says  so.  I  have  had  no  intercourse  with 
Mr.  W.  since  February,  not  because  we  differed  politically,  but 
because  he  chose  to  publish  an  article  full  of  misrepresentations  of 
what  I  had  said  then — misrepresentations  which  affected  my 
reputation  for  common  integrity  and  common  sense.  I  made  no 
reply  to  his  publication,  because  I  would  not  engage  in  a  news- 
paper controversey  upon  personal  matters;  and  I  own  that  I  was 
very  much  surprized  to  hear  from  Maj.  Jno.  W.  Graham  at  Court 
that  gentlemen  about  Hillsboro  spoke  of  Mr.  Watson's  assertions 
as  having  injured  my  personal  standing  with  them.  For  many  per- 
son's opinions  I  can  afford  as  one  of  the  incidents  of  public  life  to 
have  great  indifference,  but  it  would  be  affectation  if  I  professed 
to  have  no  regard  for  the  esteem  of  such  gentlemen  as  the  Webbs. 
I  shall  take  an  early  opportunity,  when  I  have  quit  being  a  Candi- 
date, which  will  be  very  shortly,  to  have  an  explanation  with  them 
which  I  make  bold  to  think  cannot  but  be  satisfactory.  I  under- 
stand Mr.  Watson  had  tickets  printed  with  your  name  combined 
with  his,  and  that  these  are  spread  over  the  County.  His  friends  no 
doubt  will  change  their  partnership  to  Captain  Berry.  Here  no 
doubt  they  will  seek  to  run  with  me  to  some  extent,  altho'  there 
are  not  such  tickets.  I  will  make  every  provision  to  the  contrary  of 
this  last. 

A  few  persons  being  in  the  village  today,  the  ordinary  Saturday 
concourse,  I  was  waited  upon  and  asked  to  make  a  speech.  I  did 
so,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Watson,  who  endorsed  in  terms  all 
that  I  had  said,  confining  himself  very  much  to  that.  I,  of  course, 
alluded  to  nothing  past.  Mr.  Watson  did  the  same.  He  said  that  he 
did  not  want  to  be  a  Candidate,  but  had  been  greatly  pressed  from 
other  parts  of  the  County,  etc.,  and  had  only  consented  because 
the  announcement  in  the  Recorder  rendered  a  correction  in  time 
for  other  action  impossible:  that  tickets  had  been  distributed 
etc.,  etc.  I  should  like  very  much  to  have  had  my  friend  Turner's 
powers  for  a  short  time,  for  with  all  my  reticence  I  am  fully  of 
opinion  that  Mr.  Watson's  course  in  February  as  contrasted  with 
his  nervousness  displayed  when  the  Y[ankee]s  were  approaching 
C.  H.  merit  faithfully  to  be  represented.  Mr.  Turner  could  make 


2^^  Jones   WaLson  was  active  in   the  Chapel   Hill  meeting  of  which  Swain  wrote 
Graham  on  February  16,  1865. 
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it  an  immortal  passage  in  literature.  However,  I  did  not  intend  to 
pursue  this  topic  so  far. 

I  wish  to  say,  Gov.  Graham,  that  I  have  a  great  disgust  for  the 
endeavor  which  seems  to  be  upon  foot  to  place  the  State  under 
the  control  of  ordinary  men.  It  will  not  succeed.  1  feel  great  con- 
tempt for  those  who  require  that  the  best  runners  shall  be 
hobbled  in  order  that  they  may  stand  some  chance  in  the  race, 
for  political  honors.  The  besom  of  destruction  awaits  all  those 
who  now  hurry  forward  to  avail  themselves  of  the  oaths,  etc.,  that 
exclude  better  men,  in  order  to  clothe  themselves  in  the  illfitting 
purple  of  great  places.  What  fantastic  tricks  before  high  Heaven 
are  there! 

I  trust,  Gov.  Graham,  that  you  will  be  a  candidate  for  the  State 
Senate.  In  the  present  conjuncture  the  Legislature  is  the  more 
important  body  of  the  two.  There  is  more  play  there  for  discretion. 
The  Convention  in  great  measure  has  to  swallow  victuals  already 
chewed. 

Gov.  S208  speaks  of  going  to  Wash'n  on  Monday  to  apply  for  par- 
don for  Judge  Ruffin  &  Mr.  Cameron;  he  will  then  go  to  N.Y.  on 
the  financial  business  of  the  University. 

[P.S.]  A  note  from  Mr.  K.  P.  Battle  to  whom  I  had  ventured  to 
write  in  regard  to  your  pardon,  wishing  to  sound  Mr.  Holden  upon 
that  point  in  order  to  see  how  best  to  make  a  set  at  him,  informs  me 
that  Judge  Manly209  had  applied  to  him  to  know  if  he  might  re- 
present Craven,  but  was  denied. 

Mr.  H.  told  Mr.  B.  that  he  had  tried  personal  application  to 
the  President  for  the  hurrying  forward  of  pardons  without  success, 
in  the  case  of  Dr.  Ramsay, 210  and  that  he  had  no  reason  to  think  he 
would  be  successful  for  you. 

A.  M.  Wallace  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Leper  Plantation 
,  York  Destrict,  S.C. 

September  18th,  1865 

I  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  to  [sic]  rite  you  a  few  lines  wich  I 
hope  you  will  get     I  have  ritten  you  two  letters  since  you  left  this 


•'^"^  David  L.  Swain. 
2'»»  Matthias  Manly. 
-'*'  James  (irahani  Ramsay. 
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Place  Sc  you  say  in  your  letter  that  you  have  had  none  i  am  try- 
ing to  do  the  Best  i  can  for  you  But  i  will  say  to  you  that  wee  are 
doing  But  Littel  or  no  good  sum  of  the  hands  is  doing  tolible 
one  dey  they  are  all  in  a  great  notion  of  Leaving  this  Place  old 
Jo  &  Mariah  &:  Martha  an  and  her  family  has  left  Martha  masons 
husband  went  to  Charloot  &:  the  yankeys  give  him  a  order  that  if 
he  left  you  would  have  to  suport  them  to  Jinuary  Limbirleck 
will  take  his  famley  a  way  this  week  John  brothers  can  get  no 
place  i  think  Kity  hus  band  has  got  a  Place  8c  will  take  her  a  way 
in  a  few  dayes 

the  men  is  all  contrayey  and  mad  cause  you  wont  rent  them  land 
they  pay  but  Littel  or  no  a  tention  to  what  i  say  i  cant  get  them 
out  to  work  to  the  sun  is  verry  frequinly  to  run  2  ours  high  and 
when  i  get  them  at  work  they  poke  and  will  not  half  work  i  have 
had  a  trying  time  with  them  i  will  try  8c  get  your  crop  gatherd  and 
your  small  grane  put  in  as  fast  as  i  can 

they  ...  is  all  doing  littel  or  no  good  in  this  neighbor  hood  sum 
is  driving  them  of  [sic]  and  they  go  to  Provo  Marsel  Sc  gives  them 
orders  Back  to  pay  them  8  8c  10  dolars  per  month  from  the  first  of 
may  your  hands  say  they  will  git  one  half  of  your  crop  let  them 
work  or  not  and  you  cant  drive  them  off  for  this  land  dont  bee  long 
to  you  they  vex  mee  all  most  to  Deth  Your  weman  has  don 
littil  or  no  good  spining  i  want  to  get  this  crop  gathered  as  fast 
as  I  can  i  would  like  very  much  to  bee  clear  of  all  of  them  i  fear 
i  will  have  great  trobbel  with  them  in  putting  up  our  crop  for  i 
well  be  leave  that  their  in  tention  is  to  steel  a  great  Potion  of  it 
they  have  whiskey  pretty  near  all  the  time  and  I  no  not  how  they 
get  it  they  give  mee  but  Littel  Sattis  facktion  a  bout  anny  thing 
Just  bee  Low  us  their  never  was  such  steel  ing  carried  on  Before 
steeling  Cottin  corn  Baken  all  most  anny  thing  they  can  get  their 
hands  on 

our  wheat  crop  was  near  a  hole  failure  what  wee  were  cuttin 
when  you  were  at  this  Place  was  all  that  was  worth  cuting  all  tho 
wee  cut  it  all  wee  had  79  bushells  of  Poor  what  Part  of  our  corn 
crop  is  Tolerabel  good  our  creek  bottom  was  pretty  much  all 
lost  they  week  after  you  left  their  was  a  fresh  in  the  river  the 
watter  was  over  our  corn  2  dayes  of  faling  we  Toped  it  it  was 
growing  out  very  well  in  the  next  week  wee  had  a  nuther  and  it 
stayed  on  about  four  dayes  that  time  and  ruined  a  great  Part  of  it 
Sc  then  it  came  in  dry  wee  have  had  but  Littel  or  no  rain  in  Two 
months 

you  must  bee  shure  and  come  out  about  the  first  or  second  week 
in  next  month  and  I  will  have  your  corn  in  a  Pile  if  the  weth  suits 
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and  nuthing  happens  i  want  the  crop  out  of  they  way  very  much 
for  mee  and  these  hands  cant  Hve  on  one  Plantation  much  Longer 
i  think  you  will  have  to  get  new  hands  all  to  gether  Tobe  has 
undertook  with  .  .  .  Freeman  Tom  &  Jo  has  been  out  trying  to 
get  Plantations  they  say  that  they  will  hier  to  anny  other  man 
bee  fore  you  and  if  you  new  as  much  a  bout  them  as  i  do  you  would 
Bee  glad  how  soon  they  would  leave  their  is  no  sattis  facktion 
with  them 

since  riting  the  above  yeasterday  evening  Martha  masons  hus- 
band has  come  after  his  family  and  will  move  them  of  this  day  the 
hands  all  Tells  me  this  morning  that  They  have  no  in  terst  in 
helping  sow  your  wheat  and  they  will  not  help  sow  they  say  the 
will  help  gather  they  crop  and  then  they  will  all  leave  they  are 
all  Ben  made  since  William  told  them  that  you  would  rent  them 
no  land 

my  famley  is  well  and  truley  hopes  these  lines  may  find  yours 
well 

J.  G.  McPheeters  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

33  Broad  Street, 
New  York, 

September  19th.,  1865. 

Your  valued  letter  of  the  1 1th.  is  duly  at  hand.  It  reminded  me 
of  other,  &:  happier,  days. 

In  regard  to  making  investments  in  Mo.,  I  think  there  is  no 
portion  of  the  country  which,  at  this  time,  presents  a  more  attrac- 
tive future,  the  intensity  of  the  recent  contest  there  has  caused 
many  to  abandon  their  homes  &  consequently  a  large  am't  of  valu- 
able improved  &  unimproved  property  is  on  the  market.  I  have 
not  been  in  Mo'  myself  for  several  years,  but  am  in  daily  inter- 
course with  my  friends  from  there,  and  they  tell  me  that  for  hun- 
dreds of  miles,  on  each  side  of  the  Mo'  River,  improved  estates  can 
be  bought  for  about  what  the  improvements,  alone,  cost,  and  first 
class  unimproved  lands  are  said  to  be  very  low,  but  this  will  not  be 
the  case  long,  for  the  tide  of  emigration  will  soon  flow  in  them,  & 
it  is  thought  prices  will  greatly  advance.  The  only  satisfactory  way, 
it  seems  to  me,  to  make  investments  there,  will  be  for  one  or  more 
of  your  sons  to  go  &  view  the  country  themselves,  &:  make  their 
own  selections.  Oct'  &  Nov'  will  be  pleasant  months  to  make  the 
trip  in.  I  would  not  trust  any  agents  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  If 
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your  sons  wish  to  go  out,  they  will  find  my  Bro',  Dr.  Wm.  M.  McP., 
in  St.  Louis,  who  will  be  glad  to  see  them,  and  furnish  them  infor- 
mation or  letters  to  almost  any  part  of  the  State.  I  have  not  yet  sold 
any  of  my  real  Estate  in  M  o.,  nor  do  I  intend  to  do  so,  considering  it 
the  best  investment  I  can  have  for  my  family.  My  agents  in  St. 
Louis  are  Webb  &:  Kaime,  they  are  good,  prudent  men,  Sc  will  give 
you  any  information  in  their  power,  but  they  know  more  about 
city  than  country  property,  yet  they  often  have  rural  property  for 
sale.  If  I  were  a  young  man  "on  my  first  legs,"  I  would  go  to  the 
new  Territory  of  Montana.  Many  from  Mo'  Sc  the  border  States 
have  gone,  and  are  going  there,  Sc  the  inducements  for  small  capi- 
tal, industry  Sc  intelligence  is  great. 

I  will  give  your  sons  letters  to  Mo'  or  Montana  with  pleasure, 
or  further  their  plans  in  any  way  in  my  power. 

P.  S.  Quite  an  active  demand  is  springing  up  here  for  Southern 
securities.  The  old  N.Ca.  Sixes  are  now  selling  at  80$,  but  this  in- 
cludes the  cupons  [sic]  ft-om  July,  1861  to  this  time.  I  would  like  to 
have  your  views  in  reference  to  the  State  paying  the  interest  on 
these  old  bonds.  How  soon  do  you  think  it  can  be  done?  this  is  a 
question  of  great  interest  with  us.  Do  you  expect  to  be  in  the  next 
Convention.  Now  is  the  time  for  men  of  wisdom  Sc  experience  to 
aid  in  shaping  things. 

Calvin  H.  Wiley^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Greensboro,  N.C. 
Sept.  20th,  1865. 

I  do  not  meddle  with  the  political  contests  of  the  times,  but  I 
take  a  deep  interest  in  the  state  of  the  Country.  Much  will  depend. 


21^  Calvin  Henderson  Wiley  (1819-1887),  of  Guilford  County,  was  educated  by  the 
Caldwell  Institute  and  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  He  was  a  lawyer,  editor, 
novelist,  and  educator.  Early  in  life  he  became  concerned  about  the  backwardness  of 
North  Carolina  social  and  economic  conditions.  As  a  Whig  legislator.  1850-1852,  he 
was  a  moving  spirit  in  an  effort  to  improve  the  states  common  schools.  In  1853  he 
became  the  state's  fiist  superintendent  of  common  schools,  a  position  he  was  to 
occupy  until  1865.  He  wrote  textbooks,  edited  an  education  journal,  and  propagan- 
dized the  need  for  univei^al  free  education  and  better  schools.  In  the  process  he 
earned  recognition  as  one  of  the  nation's  foremost  etlucatoiN.  LInlike  many  of  his 
contemporaries  he  was  a  wartn  advocate  of  public  education  for  the  freetlmen.  In 
his  later  years  he  was  engaged  in  various  worthwhile  religious  and  patriotic 
endeavors.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XX,  213. 
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Calvin  Henderson  Wiley 

under  God,  on  the  action  of  the  coming  Convention,  and  many  of 
us  are  very  anxious  that  you  participate  in  its  Counsels.  If  you  are 
elected,  (as  you,  no  doubt,  will  be)  I  hope  you  will  be  permitted 
to  take  your  seat;  and  I  look  to  you  for  a  wholesome  influence  in 
regard  to  that  great  interest  with  which  I  have  been  identified  for 
many  years. 

I  feel  a  profound  interest  in  your  success,  for  it  is  intimately 
connected  with  great  issues  important  to  the  present  and  future, 
and  1  sincerely  hope  that  there  will  be  no  attempt  to  get  up  an 
excitement  about  your  course,  for  every  patriot  believes  you  to  be 
patriotic,  and  all  who  love  N.  Carolina  more  than  their  own  per- 
sonal souls  wish  to  see  you  among  our  rulers. 


Josiah  Turner,  Jr.,  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

[Sept.  20th.,  1865.] 

In  my  interview  with  H.,212  he  showed  me  the  Standard,  and 
said  the  letter  was  thus  and  so,  and  reflected  on  the  authorities, 
etc.  That  nobody  had  degraded  or  offered  indignities,  etc.  I  allude 
to  the  letter  addressed  to  you,  in  the  Recorder .213 


212  Provisional  Governor  William  Woods  Holden. 

^'"^  See  Orange  County  Neighbors  to  William  A.  Graham,  September  12,  1865. 
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I  have  no  doubt  the  next  Standard  will  have  an  article  upon 
that,  or  your  letter,  or  both.  If  it  does,  make  Freeland,2i4  or  some 
one  who  signed  over  their  own  name,  give  him  a  slashing.  You 
must  correct  or  aid  them  in  the  communication. 

Indignities  are  offered  in  many  ways.  In  Smithfield,  the  military 
arrested  the  Sexton  of  a  Church  because  he  would  not  give  up  the 
keys  of  his  Church  for  a  negro  school.  Holden  interposed,  or 
appealed  to  the  General,  who  disapproved,  etc.,  this  is  one 
instance. 

The  late  Church  difficulty  with  the  negroes  at  home  you  can 
inquire  into.  Phillips  had  to  go  to  Raleigh  with  negroes,  for  mis- 
behaving in  Church,  etc.,  this  is  another.  Having  white  men  to 
go  to  Raleigh  upon  the  evidence  of  negroes,  is  another. 

Get  some  hard  cases,  or  instances  of  this  kind,  by  way  of  vindi- 
cation, etc. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  Freeland,  or  some  one  of  the  persons  sign- 
ing, will  be  glad  to  appear  in  print. 

Josiah  Turner,  Jr.,  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh,  Sept  23d,  1865 

My  trip  will  be  in  vain — Holden  did  not  recommend  my  peti- 
tion. My  interview  with  him  was  too  long  for  a  letter,  I  can  tell  it 
when  I  reach  home.  He  refused  to  say  whether  he  had  recom- 
mended it  or  not.  I  assumed  that  he  had  not  recommended.  He 
said  I  had  no  right  so  to  assume.  I  replied  you  have  told  me  you 
recommended  Graham,  my  Father,  Ramsay,  Tom  Ashe,  and  even 
Bridgers,  and  if  you  had  recommended  mine,  you  would  gladly 
say  so.  I  kept  my  temper  and  told  him  he  was  recommending  to 
make  followers,  etc. 

He  said  he  had  a  telegram  the  evening  of  the  election  (Thurs- 
day) from  the  President  saying  any  person  unpardoned  elected  to 
Convention  would  be  pardoned  forthwith;  he  had  written  to 
Judge  Manly  that  he  could  take  his  seat. 

Now  I  say  let  Berry  resign  and  you  take  his  place,  otherwise  you 
will  not  be  pardoned  before  the  election  of  Governor,  Congress, 
and  U.S.  Senators  comes  off.  Don't  hesitate.  I  shall  write  Laws 
upon  the  subject,  and  Berry  will  give  up  so  cheerfully,  I  know. 


214 


John  F.  Freeland,  a  native  of  Orange  County. 
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I  must  go  to  get  the  points  [get  to  the  point?] .  Think  of  a  good 
man  for  Governor.  I  shall  start  some  one  when  1  return  making 
speeches  in  several  places. 

I  shall  mention  your  petition  to  Andy^i^ — but  my  mind  is  not 
to  call  his  attention  to  [mine]  as  it  will  be  useless. 

[P.S.]  You  can  beat  H.216  40,000  votes.  Reed,2i7  Swain,2i8  L 
Thompson, 219  or  Worth22o  can  be  elected 


Patrick  H.  Winston,  Jr.,  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Kittrell's, 

September  25th.,  1865. 

Dear  Governor, 

Can't  you  meet  the  Convention  in  Raleigh  next  Monday  or 
Tuesday?  Do  so.  I  wish,  for  one,  that  the  people  of  our  State  may  be 
fully  informed  of  the  reasons  and  motives  avowed  and  disavowed 
for  withholding  your  pardon. 

Can't  Gov.  Vance  come  down?  Write  him  to  do  so.  Where  is 
J.  M.  Leach?  Is  he  a  pardoned  man?  If  so,  won't  he  do  for  Civil 
Governor?  The  report  goes  here  that  Holden  is  for  himself,  and 
that  he  goes  for  Reade  and  P00I221  for  the  Senate. 

Come  to  Raleigh.  Independently  of  the  foregoing,  the  State 
wants  your  advice.  Can't  Judge  Ruffin  come? 


[P.S.]   If  Shipp222  is  i^ot  a  delegate,  I  would  be  glad  to  see  him  in 
Raleigh. 

~^^  Pies.  Andrew  Johnson. 

2i«  W.W.  Holden. 

217  Edwin  C.  Reade. 

21^  David  L.  Swain. 

21^  Lewis  Thompson  (1808  1867),  a  planter  and  old-line  Union  Whig  of  Bertie 
County,  was  gracUiated  by  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  1827.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Connnons  (18.'U,  18:52,  1840),  the  state  Senate  (1844.  1848,  1852), 
and  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1865.  Spencer  Alinnni  Project;  Connor,  North 
Carolina  Manual,  ]91h  50.'^,  868;  Raleigh  Standard.  October  9,  1861. 

22"  Jonathan  Worth. 

22i  John  Pool. 

222  I  his  is  probaljly  William  Marcus  Shipp  of  Lincoln  County,  who  was  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  lawyer,  state  legislator,  member  of  the  Secession 
Convention,  attorney  general,  and  superior  court  judge.  Spencer  Alumni  Project. 
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[Telegram] 
Josiah  Turner,  Jr.,  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Petersburg,  Va.,  Sept  26th,  1865. 

Gov.  Swayne^^^  says  it  is  all  important  you  should  act  upon  the 
suggestion  made  in  my  first  letter  from  Raleigh. 

E.  C.  Cabell^^"^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

No.  226  Lexington  Av., 
Cor.  37th.,  St., 
New  York, 

September  30th.,  1865. 

I  enclose  you  a  letter  recently  written  by  me,  and  printed  in  the 
New  York  Tribune,  and  other  papers. 

My  object,  as  you  will  perceive,  was  to  attract  the  attention  of 
Capitalists  &:  Emigrants  to  the  Southern  States.  Since  I  have  been 
in  this  City,  I  have  been  informed  that  the  impression  exists  in 
the  minds  of  many,  perhaps  most  European  and  Northern  men 
of  the  U.S.,  that  the  Southern  people  do  not  desire  the  settlement 
among  them  of  persons  from  the  non  Slave-holding  States,  and 
from  Europe.  I  am  satisfied  this  is  an  entire  mistake. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  to  convince  others,  it  has 
been  suggested  to  me  that  1  correspond  with  Governors  and  other 
representative  men  of  the  Southern  States,  and  obtain  from  them 
an  expression  of  opinion  on  this  subject,  with  this  view,  I  address 
you. 

In  my  Judgment  the  great  want  of  our  Section  of  the  Union  is 
population  and  labor,  and  he  who  will  contribute  to  supply  this 


223  xhis  telegram  concerning  a  conversation  between  Swain  and  Turner  refere  to 
Turner's  letter  of  September  23,  1865.  It  urged  Graham  to  gain  election  to  the  im- 
pending Constitutional  Convention  of  1865  as  a  means  of  ensuring  his  pardon  prior 
to  the  state  elections.  Graham  did  not  heed  this  advice,  contending  that  he  was 
ineligible  to  hold  public  office  until  pardoned. 

224  Edward  Carrington  Cabell  (1816  1896),  a  native  of  Vii^inia,  graduated  from  the 
state  university  at  Charlottesville  in  1836.  He  settled  in  Florida  and  was  a  delegate 
to  the  territorial  convention  to  draft  a  state  constitution.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1840.  When  Florida  became  a  state,  Cabell  served  briefly  in  Congress  in  the 
winter  of  1845  1846.  Later  he  returned  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  three 
temis  as  a  Whig,  only  to  be  defeated  in  the  election  of  1852.  In  1859  he  relocated  his 
legal  practice  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  During  the  Civil  War,  Cabell  served  the  Con- 
federacy as  a  lieutenant  colonel.  After  practicing  law  in  New  York  (1868-1872),  he 
returned  to  Missouri  where  he  was  a  member  of  the  state  Senate  for  four  years  (1878- 
1882).  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  644. 
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want,  will  entitle  himself  to  the  gratitude  of  the  Southern  people, 
and  of  the  whole  Union. 

I  have  stated  to  those  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  a  proposition  to  introduce  Northern  &:  European  immi- 
grants into  the  Southern  States,  would  not  only  be  approved,  by 
the  State  Governors  and  prominent  men  of  the  South,  but  that 
such  immigration  would  be  encouraged  and  fostered  by  the  dif- 
ferent State  Governments.  Do  you  agree  with  me  in  this  proposi- 
tion? 

Your  early  answer  will  oblige  me,  as  my  sojourn  in  New  York 
will  be  limited. 

I  make  no  appology  [sic]  for  addressing  myself  to  you,  as  my 
object  is  to  promote  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Country  of 
my  birth,  and  to  which  I  am  attached  by  every  consideration  of 
interest,  education,  residence,  and  association,  and  to  which  I 
know  you  have  similar  attachments. 

[Enclosure] 
WHITE  EMIGRATION  TO  THE  SOUTH 


Letter  from  the  Hon.  E.  C.  Cabell. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Tribune. 

SIR:  It  is  a  painful  truth  that  for  the  last  30  years  the  People 
of  the  Northern  and  Southern  States  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica have  been  educated  to  hate  each  other.  Studied  and  systematic 
vilification  and  abuse,  crimination  and  recrimination,  had  pro- 
duced a  feeling  of  sectional  antipathy,  which  seemed  inconsistent 
with  the  continuance  of  the  People  of  the  two  sections,  under  the 
same  Government,  and  which  culminated  in  the  bloody  revolu- 
tion, which  has  devastated,  ruined  and  subjugated  one  section,  at 
the  cost  of  millions  of  money,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  valu- 
able lives  to  both. 

It  will  profit  little  to  inquire  which  section  was  more  to  blame 
for  this  unhappy  National  calamity.  Hostilities  have  ceased,  peace 
has  been  restored,  and  there  should  be  prompt  resumption  of 
trade  and  commercial  intercourse.  The  elastic  spirit  of  the  Ameri- 
can People  should  be  aroused  to  the  work  of  repairing  the  ravages 
of  the  past,  and  building  up  new  glories  for  the  future.  There 
should  be  a  common  effort  on  the  part  of  good  men,  everywhere, 
to  allay,  and  if  possible,  obliterate,  the  feeling  of  bitterness  caused 
by  former  sectional  political  education,  and  of  animosity,  conse- 
quent of  the  collision  of  arms — to  cultivate  mutual  kindness  and 
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good  fellowship,  essential  to  the  making  of  good  citizens — to  foster 
the  interest  of  each  section,  for  the  common  good  of  all,  and  by  all 
means  to  promote  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  our  common 
country,  and  make  it  what  it  is  destined  to  become,  if  not  weakened 
and  distracted  by  continued  sectional  discord  and  internal  strife, 
the  ruling  Power  of  the  World. 

Slavery,  the  prolific  source  of  all  our  woes,  is  dead.  The  cause  of 
that  embittered  feeling  to  which  I  have  alluded  is  past;  let  the 
feeling  of  bitterness  pass  with  it.  If  maintaining  the  institution  of 
Slavery  was  an  offence  deserving  punishment,  God  knows  the 
punishment  of  the  late  slaveholders  is  equal  to  the  offense,  how- 
ever great  its  enormity.  Their  pecuniary  loss  is  almost  beyond 
calculation.  The  loss  of  property  is  universal.  All  have  suffered. 
Thousands  have  been  reduced  from  affluence  to  poverty.  The  loss 
of  life,  who  can  estimate?  There  is  scarcely  a  Southern  home  that 
is  not  clad  in  mourning  for  some  cherished  member  of  the  house- 
hold. Districts  of  country,  larger  than  the  area  of  States,  have  been 
rendered  desolate  by  the  hostile  armies  of  invasion.  The  hope  of 
Southern  Independence,  so  fondly  cherished  by  many,  has  been 
lost  forever.  Political  power  and  influence  have  passed  away,  and 
the  proud  statesmen  of  the  South  cannot  exercise  the  rights  of 
citizenship.  What  more  should  the  bitterest  enemy  ask,  or  desire? 

The  first  feeling  of  disappointment  and  mortification  at  the 
signal  failure  of  their  plans  and  hopes,  caused  many  to  despair, 
and  to  resolve  to  abandon  their  country,  or  to  bury  themselves  in 
utter  seclusion.  But,  with  a  few  exceptions,  this  feeling  has  passed 
away.  They  cannot  forget  that  this  is  their  country  still — that  it 
is  the  grave  of  their  ancestors,  and  must  be  the  home  of  their  chil- 
dren. The  liberal  policy  of  the  Administration  in  the  reestablish- 
ment  of  State  Governments,  and  the  character  of  Executive  ap- 
pointments, and  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power,  have  given 
them  hope  and  encouragement.  Accepting  the  situation  as  it  is, 
there  is  a  general  resolution  to  make  the  best  of  it.  There  is  now 
little  evidence  of  despondency  even  among  men  reduced  to  pov- 
erty. Looking  with  confidence  to  the  future,  they  go  forth  with  a 
manly  heart,  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties  to  their  families,  and 
with  determination,  by  economy,  industry  and  energy,  to  rebuild 
their  fortunes,  and  to  revive  the  lost  prosperity  of  their  States. 

Whatever  may  have  been  individual  opinion  of  the  advantages 
of  two  distinct  Governments;  whatever  dreams  there  may  have 
been  of  the  wealth  and  grandeur  of  a  Southern  Confederacy,  all 
sensible  men  now  see  the  folly  of  cherishing  such  thoughts.  All  see 
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that  Slavery  has  ceased  to  exist,  and  that,  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  United  States,  there  can  be  but  one  Govern- 
ment. To  say  that  there  remains  any  respectable  number  of  peo- 
ple, in  any  one  State,  who  believe  that  the  institution  of  Slavery 
can  be  revived,  or  who  meditate  the  possibility  of  a  future  attempt 
at  Secession,  is  merely  absurd.  These  questions  are  settled,  and 
settled  forever.  We  all.  North,  South,  East  and  West  have  one 
Country,  one  destiny,  one  duty.  And  is  it  not  the  duty  of  every 
good  citizen  to  seek  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  every  portion  of 
this,  their  common  country,  and  to  hasten  and  insure  the  consum- 
mation of  the  grand  future  which  awaits  this  magnificent  Repub- 
lic, grand  beyond  the  imagination  of  man  to  conceive,  if  the  Sons 
of  the  Republic  everywhere,  shall  be  true  to  themselves,  and  their 
allegiance? 

The  present  state  of  things  appeals  especially  to  Southern  men 
to  devote  their  time  and  talents,  and  every  energy  of  mind  and 
body,  to  regenerate,  populate,  and  improve  these  beautiful  States, 
so  large  a  part  of  which  has  been  desolated  by  the  rude  hand  of 
war.  Eight  years'  service  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  as 
Representative  from  the  State  of  Florida,  a  long  connection  with 
public  works  of  Internal  Improvements,  and  six  years'  residence 
in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  have  given  me  a  general  acquaintance 
throughout  the  country,  and  perhaps  some  influence,  which  may, 
and  I  trust  will,  be  potent  for  good. 

The  experiment  of  the  Free  Labor  system  will,  I  believe,  be 
fairly  tried.  I  shall,  and  I  know  many  who  will,  certainly  give  it  a 
full  and  fair  experiment.  Many  predict  its  failure.  In  my  judg- 
ment, it  will  be  far  more  successful  than  is  generally  believed.  But 
the  demoralization,  to  the  extent  of  which  it  has  gone,  and  will  go, 
the  immense  loss  by  death  within  the  last  four  years,  and  the  with- 
drawal of  so  many  black  laborers  to  fill  up  the  Federal  armies, 
render  a  reliance  on  the  labor  of  Freedmen  utterly  inadequate  to 
the  wants  of  the  countiy.  To  insure  not  only  the  revival  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Southern  States,  but  the  prosperity  and  greatness  of 
the  Republic,  a  large  and  intelligent  White  population  must  be 
introduced  into  the  Southern  Country.  This  requires  capital, 
which  the  impoverished  people  of  the  South  have  not,  and  the 
active  sympathy,  cordial  cooperation,  and  effective  aid,  of  enter- 
prising capitalists  and  energetic  philanthropists  of  New-York, 
New-England,  the  great  North-West,  and  enlightened  Europe. 

The  mass  of  the  Southern  people  lost  everything  in  the  late 
revolution  but  their  lands,  the  larger  portion  of  which  they  are 
now  unable  to  cultivate  for  want  of  labor.  This  large  surplus  they 
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must  sell.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of  good  lands  are  thus 
offered  for  sale  at  the  very  lowest  prices.  Many  fine  plantations 
may  be  purchased  for  a  sum  much  below  the  cost  of  the  buildings 
erected  on  them,  and  highly  improved  estates  at  less  than  half  the 
price  of  wild  lands  in  the  same  vicinity  four  years  ago.  There  are, 
besides,  millions  of  acres  of  unimproved  lands  to  be  purchased  at 
prices  proportionately  low.  Who  can  doubt  that,  with  the  revival 
of  trade  and  the  return  of  prosperity,  and  the  influx  of  population 
which  must  soon  follow,  these  lands  will,  in  a  very  few  years,  rule 
at  least  as  high  as  they  did  in  1860!  The  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley,  liable  to  inundation,  are  capable  of  producing  cotton 
enough  to  clothe  the  civilized  world,  and  corn  enough  to  feed  the 
population  of  America.  The  price  of  many  of  these  lands  is  nomi- 
nal. They  will  some  day  become  of  inestimable  value.  The  recla- 
mation of  this  immense  domain,  of  Egyptian  fertility,  must  arrest 
the  attention  of  Congress,  and  is  well  worthy  the  attention  and 
favorable  action  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Nation.  It  is  impossible 
to  estimate  the  wealth  of  soil  which  will  be  reclaimed  by  the  great 
national  work  oileveeiiig  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries. 

Never  were  there  such  inducements  to  immigrants  desiring  to 
secure  cheap  and  comfortable  homes,  and  rarely  such  opportuni- 
ties to  capitalists  to  make  paying,  safe  investments.  In  climate, 
fertility,  and  variety  of  soil,  the  country  of  which  I  speak  is  un- 
equaled.  Many  parts  of  it  are  as  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  the 
vine  as  the  choicest  spots  in  France.  Grain  of  all  sorts  grows  as 
luxuriantly  and  yields  as  abundantly  as  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
The  whole  country  is  rich  in  every  species  of  mineral,  as  well  as 
agi'icultural  wealth.  Coal,  iron,  and  indications  of  petroleum 
abound  in  every  State.  To  develop  this  patent  and  hidden  wealth, 
the  land  cries  out  for  LABOR.  To  rebuild  our  public  works,  and 
to  build  new  ones,  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  country,  there  is 
the  same  pressing  demand  for  Labor. 

It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  there  is  now  any  general 
feeling  of  opposition  to  the  acquisition  of  population  from  the 
Northern  States,  or  from  Europe.  Except  with  a  few  impracticable, 
short-sighted  men,  the  return  of  peace  has  restored  fraternity  of 
feeling  for  all  peaceful,  good  citizens  who  may  settle  among  us. 
We  desire,  earnestly  desire,  the  immigration  of  honest,  industrious 
white  men.  Especially  do  we  invite,  cordially  invite,  those  having 
means  to  become  proprietors  of  the  soil,  who  will  come  with  their 
families,  to  live  on  their  own  lands,  and  become  citizens,  inter- 
ested, like  ourselves,  in  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  The  amount 
necessary  to  purchase  lands  sufFicient  to  insure  independence,  is 


374  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

small.  At  the  present  price  of  cotton,  one  bale  is  worth  $200.  A 
bale  to  the  acre  is  hardly  an  average  yield  on  bottom  lands,  and  a 
good  hand  may  well  cultivate  10  acres  of  cotton,  with  corn  and 
vegetables  enough  for  his  family  and  his  farm.  We  believe  that  all 
who  come,  or  who  invest  their  money  among  us,  may  better  their 
condition,  while  our  country  will  derive  the  greatest  benefit  from 
accession  of  capital  and  increase  of  population.  With  capital,  and 
an  industrious  laboring  population  from  abroad,  these  Southern 
States,  now  a  desolation  and  a  waste,  will  come  to  blossom  as  the 
rose,  and  be  recognized  as  the  garden  of  the  world. 

I  earnestly  invite  the  attention  of  Emigrant  Associations  to  this 
subject.  The  honest,  industrious  poor  man  who  first  comes,  the 
enterprising  capitalist  who  first  invests  his  money  and  facilitates 
the  emigrant,  will  reap  the  first  and  surest  reward.  The  philan- 
thropist who  would  better  the  condition  of  his  fellow-man  can 
find  no  better  field  than  this.  And  what  nobler  object  can  engage 
the  attention  of  the  enlightened  statesman  than  the  work  of  peopl- 
ing and  developing  the  great  resources  of  this  magnificently  beau- 
tiful country!  It  is  a  subject  worthy  the  attention  of  all  good  peo- 
ple, who  desire  the  welfare  of  their  country.  To  all  such,  I  respect- 
fully commend  the  careful  consideration  of  these  crude  sugges- 
tions; and  if  I  shall  succeed  in  attracting  the  attention  of  those  able 
and  willing  to  further  this  great  work,  I  shall  feel  that  I  have  indeed 
"done  the  State  some  service." 

I  am  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  11,  1865. 

Notes  for  a  Speech  in  State  Campaign,  October,  1865      A&H 

1.  H.225  has  prejudiced  the  State  at  the  North,  and  delayed  her 
return  to  the  Union  by  pretending  that  loyal  men  were  so  hard 
to  find  that  he  was  obliged  to  send  agents  to  search  through  the 
counties  before  he  could  find  men  to  be  trusted  with  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace,  thus  postponing  the  assembling  of  the  Con- 
vention six  weeks  or  two  months,  and  putting  us  behind  Mis- 
sissippi, South  Carolina,  etc.,  though  he  was  the  first  Governor 
appointed — all  for  the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  form  a  personal 
party  for  himself 

2.  Has  in  several  articles  of  the  Standard  favored  the  observance 
of  the  test  oath,  insisting  that  unless  we  did  so,  we  would  not  be 
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readmitted  into  the  Union,  was  evidently  pleased  with  the  prog- 
ress concerning  the  exclusion  thus  made,  of  all  Southern  soldiers, 
as  well  as  citizens,  from  seats  in  Congress  or  any  Federal  office 
forever. 

3.  Has  threatened  the  exercise  of  the  freedom  of  the  press  and 
liberty  of  speech,  with  armed  force,  in  cases  of  the  Raleigh  Record 
and  Milton  Chronicle  newspapers,  and  candidates  for  Convention 
in  Northampton  and  Chatham. 

4.  Has  brandished  arbitrary  power  over  the  heads  of  the  people, 
by  proclaiming  that  he  could  take  them  at  his  pleasure,  and 
threatening  to  do  it  in  the  cases  of  Mordecai  and  Hawkins. 

5.  Has  kept  an  agent  at  Washington  to  intervene  in  cases  of  par- 
don, and  to  interfere  with  the  free  exercise  of  Executive  clemency; 
who  makes  complaint  if  any  citizen  is  pardoned  without  his 
approbation,  and  defends  them  besides.  See  card  of  Powell,  in 
case  of  M.  Sc  H. 

6.  Recommends  secessionists  and  rejects  Union  men,  according 
to  his  personal  animosities,  or  hopes  of  procuring  their  coopera- 
tion in  his  own  political  schemes. 

7.  Insists,  see  Standard,  that  no  man  shall  be  sent  to  the  Legisla- 
ture except  "the  straightest  sect,"  a  name  he  gave  to  the  10,000 
men  who  voted  for  him,  as  against  the  55,000  who  voted  for  Vance 
in  '64 — thus  proposing  to  subordinate  55,000  to  10,000 — and 
expecting  them  to  yield,  or  stultify  themselves. 

8.  Pretends  that  he  has  been  for  the  Union  for  the  last  two  years 
of  the  war;  when  the  Standard,  though  it  talked  of  peace  and 
negotiation,  indignantly  denied  that  it  was  for  reconstruction, 
and  offered  to  fight  if  called  "a  reconstructionist."  Professed  to 
follow  A.  H.  Stephens,  who  was  against  reconstruction  emphati- 
cally, and  the  Georgia  platform,  which  proposed  to  substitute  the 
Union,  with  a  rope  of  sand,  the  articles  of  confederation. 

9.  Assumes  great  merit  for  favoring  negotiation  through  the 
State  Gov'ts,  not  for  [illegible]  in  the  Constitution,  but  some 
other  basis  of  peace.  Now  Mr.  Lincoln  declared  at  Fortress  Monroe 
that  he  would  not  negotiate  with  the  States  any  more  than  with 
the  Confederate  Government;  the  scheme,  therefore,  was  imprac- 
ticable on  that  side.  Its  adaptation,  therefore,  would  have  effected 
nothing,  discouraged  our  own  army,  encouraged  the  enemy; 
brought  down  the  force  of  the  Confederate  Government,  on  the 
[illegible] ,  and  this  State,  in  a  second  civil  war. 

The  States  could  have  done  nothing  effectual  except  by  a  new 
secession  and  revolution.  The  measure  was  too  tame  for  any  useful 
end.  When  affairs  became  so  desperate  as  to  require  a  State  to 
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interfere,  a  public  withdrawal  was  the  only  course  offering  relief, 
and  this  depended  on  her  power  to  effect  it. 

Circular  to  the  Freedmen  UNC 

CIRCULAR 

TO     THE     FREEDMEN 

OF  WESTERN   NORTH  CAROLINA, 

A7i(l  adjoining  Districts  of  South  Carolina. 

HEADQUARTERS  FREEDMEN'S  BUREAU 

Charlotte,  N.C. 
October  1st.,  1865. 

Knowing  that  many  of  you  have  wrong  impressions  relative  to 
your  freedom,  I  send  this  Circular,  that  it  may  correct  many  erro- 
neous ideas  which  are  operating  very  much  against  your  interests. 
I  have  learned  that  many  of  you  have  the  foolish  idea  that  at 
Christmas  you  are  to  receive  lands,  horses,  and  farming  utensils, 
that  you  expect  the  United  States  Government  to  give  to  you  a 
portion  of  your  former  master's  property  or  plantation.  As  to  this, 
let  me  say  to  you  all,  that  the  Government  has  no  land  in  this  por- 
tion of  the  State,  and  that  all  plantations  and  property  of  all  kinds 
(except  the  negro)  belong  to  your  masters  as  heretofore — the 
Government  having  no  claim  upon  them  whatever.  Any  of  you 
having  such  expectations,  must  at  once  and  forever  abandon  such 
preposterous  and  absurd  ideas;  and  any  person  or  persons  trying 
to  make  you  believe  anything  of  the  kind  are  either  fools  or  knaves, 
and  are  imposing  upon  your  ignorance. 

The  Government  has  given  you  your  freedom,  and  you  must 
not  expect  anything  further  from  it.  The  Government  expects 
you  to  labor  and  work  out  your  own  salvation;  and,  unless  you  do, 
you  go  back  to  slavery,  or  a  condition  far  worse.  Any  property  that 
you  may  possess  hereafter,  you  must  acquire  by  labor,  industry, 
and  honesty.  At  the  end  of  this  year,  those  who  have  remained  with 
their  former  masters,  and  worked  faithfully,  will  be  paid  liberally 
for  their  labor,  and  will  be  able  to  provide  clothing  and  food  for 
themselves  and  families  for  a  portion  of  another  year,  and  will,  in 
the  mean  time,  if  they  have  so  conducted  themselves  as  to  gain  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  their  employers,  be  able  to  retain  their 
places  for  another  year,  or  to  obtain  of  others  good  situations  and 
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good  pay.  Many  of  those  who  have  left  their  former  homes,  and 
idled  away  the  proper  season  for  the  making  of  crops,  will,  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  find  themselves  destitute  of  food  and  clothing, 
and  in  a  situation  far  worse  than  slavery.  A  long  Winter  is  before 
you,  and  unless  you  provide  for  that  time,  your  families  must 
suffer — yea,  many  must  perish. 

Many  of  you  are  under  the  impression  that  the  Government 
will  feed  you.  This  is  not  so.  Government  will  not  feed  any  who 
have  had  an  opportunity,  and  are  able  to  labor.  You  have  had 
four  months  of  freedom,  and  all  that  wished  could  get  work  for 
themselves  and  families;  and  those  who  have  not  improved  the 
past  four  months  of  their  freedom,  must  abide  by  these  conse- 
quences. 

Ere  long,  the  troops  will  be  withdrawn  from  the  State.  You  will 
be  left  to  provide  for,  and  protect  yourselves.  By  your  labor  you 
can  provide,  and  by  your  good  behavior  you  will  secure  protection. 
You  must  know  that  your  ft  eedom  has  taken  away  that  interest 
which  your  former  masters  had  for  you.  When  in  slavery  you  were 
their  property — they  valued  you  as  dollars  and  cents — and  it  was 
their  interest  to  feed,  clothe,  and  nurse  you  in  sickness;  but  now 
that  interest  has  gone.  The  responsibilities  that  then  rested  upon 
them,  now  falls  upon  you,  and  you  only.  Your  first  step  now  should 
be  to  establish  for  yourselves  a  character  for  industry  and  integrity, 
and,  unless  you  do  so,  your  fate  will  be  that  of  the  North  American 
Indian — your  race  will  pass  away,  and  you  will  be  known  only 
in  name. 

Then  let  me  entreat  of  you,  as  a  friend,  ere  it  is  too  late,  to  think 
of  these  things — to  look  upon  your  positions  as  it  is,  and  make  the 
resolve  that  you  will  make  a  good  name  and  a  place  in  this  good 
and  free  government. 

The  Government  has  guaranteed  to  you  certain  rights  and 
privileges.  In  those  rights  you  will  be  protected.  Your  rights  con- 
sist in  your  freedom,  which  is  freedom  to  make  your  own  contracts, 
to  receive  the  benefit  of  your  own  labor,  to  choose  you  own  em- 
ployer, to  keep  and  govern  your  own  families,  to  educate  your 
children,  and  to  worship  God  after  your  own  manner.  The  same 
powers  that  gave  you  these  rights  and  privileges,  have  imposed 
upon  you  certain  and  new  duties,  compelling  you  to  labor  to 
support  your  families,  to  obey  the  laws  of  your  country,  to  show 
respect  and  cheerful  obedience  to  your  employers,  to  fulfill  and 
respect  all  contracts,  to  hold  the  marriage  ties  as  sacred,  and  to  so 
conduct  and  deport  yourselves  as  to  win  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  all  men. 
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Fulfill,  then,  these  requirements,  and  all  will  be  well.  Reject 
them,  and  your  condition  will  be  a  far  worse  one  than  you  ever 
experienced  when  in  slavery.  It  is  true  that  there  are  some  bad 
men  that  will  take  advantage  of  your  ignorance,  and  impose  upon 
you.  Some  may  try  to  defraud  you  of  your  wages,  and  a  few,  wicked 
and  cowardly  enough  to  revenge  their  losses  upon  you  by  violence; 
but  have  patience,  and  ere  long,  these  matters  will  regulate  them- 
selves. But  good  behaviour  on  your  part  will  ever  gain  for  you  the 
respect  and  protection  of  all  good  and  just  men. 

Since  1  have  been  among  you,  1  have  discovered  that  a  majority 
of  you  look  upon  your  former  masters  as  your  enemies,  and  upon 
the  "Yankees"  as  your  only  friends.  In  this  you  are  mistaken.  1 
am  from  the  North,  and  know  well  the  feeling  that  exists  there 
towards  the  negro.  1  know  that  a  majority  of  the  Northern  people 
will  not  willingly  consent  to  your  becoming  citizens  amongst  them. 
The  Government,  through  a  military  necessity,  has  given  you  your 
freedom,  and  in  that  freedom  the  people  of  the  North  will  ever 
protect  you,  unless  you  become  unworthy  of  their  protection. 

The  South  is  your  natural  home,  and  Southern  men  will  be 
your  friends.  The  majority  of  you  were  raised,  have  grown  up  on 
the  same  plantations  with  your  former  masters;  and  1  know  it  to 
be  a  fact,  that  there  is  a  feeling,  a  sympathy,  existing  between  you 
that  does  not,  nor  ever  can,  exist  between  you  and  the  people  of 
the  North.  If  Southern  men  are  your  enemies,  it  is  your  bad 
behaviour  that  has  made  them  so.  The  fact  is,  that  you  know  not 
how  to  appreciate  your  freedom,  and  have  grossly  abused  it. 

Become  respectful,  obedient,  and  honest  to  your  employers, 
and  you  will  find  them  first  in  paving  the  way  for  your  future 
welfare.  To  become  a  prosperous  and  intelligent  people,  many 
of  you  will  have  to  pursue  a  far  different  course  from  that  of  the 
past  four  months  of  your  freedom.  It  is  true  that  some  have  realized 
the  responsibilities  that  freedom  has  brought  upon  them,  and 
have  been  faithful  and  obedient  to  their  employers.  But  many  of 
you  have  become  impudent,  lazy,  and  disrespectful  to  those  to 
whom  you  must  look  for  your  support.  Many  are  idling  and  loaf- 
ing away  their  time  around  towns  and  camps,  while  their  families 
are  suffering  for  food  and  clothing,  and  many  without  shelter. 
You  alone  are  accountable  for  the  sad  fate  that  awaits  you. 

Since  I  came  among  you,  I  have  learned  the  fact,  that  as  a  peo- 
ple, you  have  very  little  regard  for  the  truth.  In  fact,  I  have  lost 
all  confidence  in  your  veracity,  and  know  not  when  or  whom  to 
believe.  I  find  that  you  are  disposed  to  utter  falsehoods,  when  the 
truth  would  answer  your  purpose  far  better. 
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Hereafter,  those  coming  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  getting  jus- 
tice in  cases  between  themselves  and  employers,  must  come  with 
the  truth;  if  not,  they  must  not  expect  me  to  assist  them  in  their 
difficulties.  Such  lies  as  you  tell  are  not  only  impositions  upon  me, 
but  upon  the  public,  and  must  be  stopped. 

I  have  ascertained  that  many  of  you  object  to  the  system  of 
written  contracts.  This  is  another  evidence  of  your  ignorance  of 
freedom.  Written  contracts  are  the  only  safeguards  to  free  labor. 
It  is  simply  the  binding  of  two  or  more  parties  to  fulfill  a  volun- 
tary agreement,  or  agreements,  between  themselves  and  employers. 
These  contracts  are  in  no  way  connected  with  slavery,  but  a  sys- 
tem adopted  by  free  labor  everywhere.  By  making  contracts  in 
writing,  you  bind  yourselves  to  do  certain  labor;  the  same  contract 
obligates  your  employer  to  pay  you  for  that  labor.  A  contract  is 
the  proof  of  your  agreement,  and  1  advise  that  you  make  all 
agreements  in  writing,  fulfill  them  to  the  letter,  and  the  laws  will 
ever  see  that  you  have  your  rights.  For  another  year  adopt  this 
system,  and  by  complying  with  your  agreement,  you  will  have  no 
trouble  in  collecting  your  just  dues. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  in  some  portions  of  this  district, 
Freedmen  are  holding  secret  meetings.  This  is  against  the  laws, 
and  must  be  prevented,  and  any  persons  holding  or  participating 
in  such  meetings  will  be  arrested  and  punished  most  severely. 
What  the  objects  of  these  meetings  are  I  know  not,  but  no  good 
can  arise  from  them,  but  much  harm. 

I  also  wish  to  caution  you  against  one  other  matter — that  is, 
as  regards  your  right  to  vote.  You  have  other  and  more  important 
matters  to  attend  to  now.  Never  agitate  this  question,  but  leave 
it  for  others  to  settle.  In  order  to  vote,  a  man  should  be  educated. 
You  are  not.  Had  you  that  right  in  your  present  situation,  it  would 
be  a  curse  to  you — ^you  would  be  as  so  many  tools  in  the  hands  of 
bad  men  and  politicians.  So  dream  not,  talk  not  of  things  that,  at 
this  time,  would  be  to  your  disadvantage  and  to  your  injury. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  this  Circular  is  sent  to  you  for  your 
good,  for  your  own  benefit.  Live  and  govern  yourselves  by  it,  and 
ere  six  months  you  will  thank  me  for  the  advice  and  instruction 
contained  in  it.  You  must  do  for  yourselves,  or  I  can  do  but  little 
for  you.  The  opportunity  is  now  offered  you  of  becoming  a  great 
and  prosperous  people.  In  order  to  accomplish  this,  you  must 
labor,  live  honestly,  uprightly,  and  in  the  fear  of  God. 

JOHN  C.  BARNETT, 

Capt.  and  Asst.  Supt.  F.  M.  B. 
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William  A.  Graham  to  A&H:  VANCE 

Zebulon  B.  Vance 

Hillsboro', 

October  4th.,  1865. 

I  am  happy  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  and  to 
hear  of  the  improved  health  of  Mrs.  Vance.226  i  have  often 
thought  of  you  within  the  terrible  four  months  that  have  just 
passed  over  us,  and  deeply  sympathized  in  the  oppressions  of 
which  you  have  been  the  subject.  It  is  truly  among  the  phenom- 
ena of  revolutions,  that  you,  an  old  Whig,  and  enemy  of  secession, 
should  be  the  only  man  in  North  Carolina  cast  into  prison  by  the 
Union  Gov't,  while  the  conspirators  against  the  Union  for  thirty 
years  past,  are  unmolested,  and  they  who  have  taught  hostility 
to  the  Union,  as  a  virtue,  are  exalted  to  high  places. 

As  respects  the  question,  on  which  you  do  me  the  honor  to  ask 
an  opinion,  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  accepting  the  propo- 
sition made  by  your  friends  to  join  them  in  a  Commercial  house 
in  Baltimore.  The  enterprize  is  respectable,  and,  I  trust,  will  be 
remunerative.  1  perceive  no  more  objection  in  embarking  in  it, 
than  in  planting,  or  the  practice  of  your  profession.  Honest  men 
can  but  commend  a  determination  to  secure  a  support  or  provision 
for  your  family,  in  the  pursuits  of  reputable  business,  and  to  note 
the  difference  between  such  a  course  and  that  of  the  hack  politi- 
cian, who  relies  on  nothing  but  the  uncertain  rewards  of  party. 
I  confess,  I  would  prefer  to  see  you  engage  in  the  practice  of  your 
profession,  as  more  congenial  to  your  tastes,  but  the  fate  of  the 
craft  is  to  "work  hard,  live  well,  and  die  poor,"  and  I  doubt 
whether  those  dependent  on  you  would,  in  the  end,  be  the  gainers 
by  such  an  exchange,  especially  in  the  future  that  now  lies  before 
us.  I  can  not  also  but  hope,  that  the  business  may  be  so  arranged 
that  you  may  not  be  obliged  to  remove  your  residence  from  North 
Carolina,  being  well  assured  that  you  fully  retain  the  respect  Sc 
kind  wishes  of  all  her  good  citizens,  and  may  yet  be  useful  to  them 
in  honorable  public  employment. 

Considerations  of  what  benefits  the  character  of  a  person,  and 
consists  with  the  sphere  in  which  he  has  been  accustomed  to 
move,  are  in  my  estimation  entitled  to  their  due  weight,  as  they 


226  Harriett  Espy  Vance  (1832-1H7H)  married  Zebulon  B.  Vance  in  185-^.  Frontis 
W.  Johnson  (ed.),  The  Papers  of  Zelndon  Baird  Vance  (Raleigh:  State  Department 
of  Archives  anil  History,  [projected  multivolume  series,  1965 — ]),  I,6n. 
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seem  also  to  be  in  yours.  And  in  England  something  is  added  to 
the  dignity  of  a  Judgeship  by  the  inexorable  rule,  that  no  Judge 
can  ever  return  to  the  bar,  and  so  with  other  high  officers.  But 
there,  the  Gov't  renders  them  independent  by  means  of  pensions, 
while  here  we  leave  office  with  reduced  fortune,  and  must  needs 
make  a  livelihood  as  we  may.  It  has  been  so  in  the  past,  and  will 
be  much  more  the  case  in  the  future  of  our  impoverished  8c  ruined 
country. 

My  Petition  for  pardon  was  presented  on  the  26th.  July,  since 
which  date,  I  have  heard  nothing  of  its  destination.  From  certain 
vaticinations  of  the  parasites  who  surround  the  seat  of  power  in 
our  own  metropolis,  I  was  prepared  to  expect  delay,  but  don't 
know  how  long  it  may  continue.  I  should,  however,  have  gone  to 
the  Convention,  (for  which  I  had  no  opposition),  but  for  the 
apprehension  of  embarrassing  friends  in  that  assembly,  who 
might  have  thought  me  selfish  and  importunate. 

I  would  be  glad  to  write  you  much  more  at  length,  but  when 
"birds  of  the  air "  may  possibly  carry  our  words  to  unexpected 
quarters,  it  may  have  been  rash  to  have  said  this  much. 

Please  present  my  kindest  sympathies  Sc  regards  to  your  good 
lady,  and  believe  me. 

Very  truly  Sc  faithfully  Yours, 

Wm.  is  in  Va.  on  a  visit  to  his  wife's  parents.  Upon  their  return, 
he  will  become  a  citizen  of  Lincoln. 

Josiah  Turner,  Jr.,  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Washington  City, 
Oct.  4th,  1865 

I  saw  my  petition  for  the  first  time  today.  I  stated  to  Speed227 
what  it  was.  He  was  well  pleased,  and  promised  to  take  it  up.  It 


22^  James  Speed  (1812-1887),  of  Kentucky,  was  a  staunch  Union  man  and  an  influ- 
ential adviser  to  Lincoln  on  Kentucky  affairs.  In  1864  he  was  appointetl  United  States 
attorney  general,  a  position  in  which  he  went  along  with  the  president's  moderation 
towards  the  Southern  states.  After  Lincoln's  death  Speed  tleveloped  a  strange  fascina- 
tion for  Radical  Republicanism.  Before  his  resignation  in  1866  he  Favored  military 
commissions  to  try  Lincoln's  alleged  assassins,  was  an  early  advocate  of  Negro  suf- 
frage, and  was  a  severe  critic  of  Andrew  Johnson.  He  continued  to  support  radical 
policies  for  a  number  of  yeare.  Later  he  altered  his  views  sufficiently  to  support 
Grover  Cleveland  in  1884.  Concise  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  986-987. 
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could  not  be  found.  I  asked  for  an  order  on  Powel228  to  produce  it. 
He  did  so. 

"I  respectfully  recommend  that  action  in  this  case  be  suspended 
it  seems  to  be  a  bill  of  indictment  against  the  democracy."  W.  W. 
Holden — such  was  the  endorsement. 

Powel  said  to  Speed's  Clerk  "You  must  not  consider  this  petition 
as  filed  for  action  the  Governor  does  not  want  it  acted  on.  The 
Clerk  replied  that  the  Governor  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  etc. 

Powel  was  warm  because  I  had  caused  James  Morehead229  to 
serve  the  following  Capias  upon  him 

Attor'y  Gen.  Office 

Oct.  2nd.  1865 

Dr.  Powel:  "The  Attorney  General  wants  the  papers  of  Mr.  Turner 
of  N.C.  as  soon  as  possible." 

Yours 

M.  T.  Pleasants23o 

I  saw  the  President  to  day  and  he  promised  me  an  interview.  I 
have  not  seen  but  the  Clerk  told  me  that  Graham  and  Gilmer  were 
on  the  unreccommended  vote.  Holden  told  me  he  reccommended 
Bridges23i  "slightly."  Bridges  denies  being  an  original  and  says 
he  counciled  peace  in  the  last  Congress,  etc.  That  he  never  went 
for  any  of  Davis'  violent  measures,  etc. 

If  I  were  at  home  Berry  should  resign  that  you  might  pass  and 
without  the  mortification  of  coming  here,  but  don't  you  come, 
I  will  force  Holden  pretty  soon. 

Though  I  don't  know  that  you  have  any  idear  of  Comeing. 

Morehead  calls  himself  my  sheriff.  Pugh  and  others  got  through 
today. 


228  Dr.  R.  J.  Powell,  presumably  a  physician,  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina  who 
had  held  clerkships  in  the  treasury  department  and  later  in  the  patent  office.  Holden 
had  appointed  him  state  agent  in  Washington.  Hamilton,  Reconstruct i(m  in  North 
Carolina,  107n,  1UM14. 

229  James  Turner  Morehead,  Jr.  (1838-1919),  of  Guilford  County,  was  the  scion  of 
a  distinguished  family.  Prepared  for  college  by  Dr.  Alexander  Wilson,  young  More- 
head  graduated  from  the  Univei^ity  of  North  Carolina  in  1858  with  first  distinction. 
He  prepared  himself  for  a  legal  career  by  reading  law  at  Richmond  Hill  under  the 
direction  of  Judge  Richmond  M.  Pearson.  He  rose  to  the  rank  of  colonel  of  the  Fifty- 
third  North  Carolina  Regiment  and  served  with  distinction,  sustaining  three  wounds 
in  the  process.  After  the  war  Morehead  was  a  very  successful  attorney  and  sometimes 
public  officeholder,  representing  Guilford  County  in  five  state  legislatines.  Ashe, 
Biographical  History,  212-211  ■ 

23"  M.  \  .  Pleasants  was  apparently  a  clerk  in  Speed's  office. 
2^^'  Robert  Rufus  Bridgets. 
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Calvin  H.  Wiley  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Raleigh,  N.C., 
Oct  10th,  1865. 

A  great  many  persons  seem  exceedingly  anxious  to  have  a  nomi- 
nee for  Governor  more  conservative,  more  liberal,  &:  more  identi- 
fied in  history  with  the  love  of  Union,  than  Mr.  Holden.  There 
seems  a  general  feeling  of  disgust  with  the  course  of  the  latter, 
since  he  has  been  in  office;  8c  while  Providence  seemed  to  have 
such  a  plain  road  for  him  to  an  illustrious  name  in  history,  &  to 
have  hedged  in  his  way,  he  has  shown  the  powerful  bent  of  his 
nature  in  breaking  thro'  all  temptations  to  a  generous  policy,  &: 
spending  his  precious  time  in  petty  intrigues  to  insure  his  own 
promotion,  and  to  gratify  old  animosities. 

The  people  of  the  State  would  vote  for  you  with  great  unanim- 
ity, &:  enthusiasm,  but  it  is  supposed  you  would  not,  under  present 
circumstances,  consent  to  run,  while  perhaps  your  motive  &:  that 
of  your  friends  would  be  mistaken  at  Washington.  If  I  might 
suggest,  I  would  say  to  you,  to  nan  for  the  Assembly,  &:  a  higher 
dignity  will  await  you. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  J.  Worth  has  consented  to  be  a  candidate, 
if  a  respectable  list  of  names  is  appended  to  a  letter  of  request. 
There  is  a  difficulty  in  getting  a  list  of  leaders  here,  for  reasons 
obvious  to  you.  Some  are  known  to  have  been  ultra  War  men: 
those  would  have  a  bad  influence.  Many  others  have  had  favors 
and  promises  showered  on  them,  &:  there  is  not  time  to  get  signers 
who  are  not  here. 

Mr.  Worth  signified  to  me  to-day  a  desire  for  your  name,  &:  I 
write  to  know  if  it  may  be  used.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  letter 
prepared,  but  not  yet  signed.  My  impression  is  the  signatures  will 
be  about  as  follows,  to  wit: 

P.  H.  Winston,  Jr,  C.  C.  Clarke,232  of  Craven,  L.  L.  Polk,233  of 
Anson,    Gen.    Burgin234    ^jf  yQ^    sign),   D.    F.    Caldwell,235    Mr. 


'^'^  Charles  C.  Clark,  of  Craven  County,  was  a  member  of  the  Commons,  1860-1862, 
and  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1865.  Connor,  North  Carolina 
Manual,  1913, 512, 9,1b. 

233  Leonidas  L.  Polk,  of  Anson  County,  was  state  legislator  in  the  1860  and  1864 
sessions  and  a  delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1865.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual, 
79/5,489,866. 

234  Alney  Burgin  represented  McDowell  County  in  the  Convention  of  1865.  Con- 
nor, A^orf/j  Carolina  Manual,  1913 ,SSB>. 

235  David  Franklin  Caldwell  (1814-1898),  of  Guilford  County,  was  active  as  a  mer- 
chant, lawyer,  and  financier  at  various  times  in  his  career.  An  ardent  Union  Whig, 
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Wright, 236  (if  you  sign),  Zebedee  Rush,237  Mr.  Joyce,238  of  Stokes, 
possibly  Mr.  Lash, 239  Col.  Ferrabee,24o  ^  Judge  Manly. 241  There 
seems  a  powerful  desire  among  the  masses  for  an  opposition  candi- 
date, but  the  fact  that  the  election  is  soon  to  be  held,  renders  it 
impossible  to  get  up  a  nomination  in  the  Counties.  I  believe  the 
people  will  rush  to  the  rescue,  8c  many  nice  intrigues  in  parceling 
out  the  State  will  be  knocked  up.  But  no  time  is  to  be  lost.  If  you 
consent  to  the  use  of  your  name  to  the  proposed  letter,  telegraph 
me  tomorrow,  .  .  .  if  you  wish  to  draw  it  in  a  different  form  write 
and  enclose  to  Henry  Jones  (I  believe  it  is  W.  H.  Jones)  Cash'r  B'r 
Bank  of  Cape  Fear.  This  is  confidential  for  a  good  reason.  I  am 
no  politician,  but  acting  on  my  love  for  my  State  &:  people.  But  I 
hold  the  reputation  of  a  Christian  minister  above  all  others,  &  1 
do  not  wish  to  appear  in  a  false  light  to  those  who  would  mis- 
understand me. 

Please  act  promptly,  as  things  have  come  to  a  head,  and  are 
ready  for  a  vigorous  movement. 

I  have  to  leave  Thursday  A.  M. 

With  much  respect, 
I  am  truly  yours. 

P.  S.   Mr.  Worth  is  in  earnest,  and  ready  to  be  nominated. 


he  served  five  terms  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  antebellum  period  (1848-1858) 
and  again  in  1864.  Caldwell  was  a  tlelegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1865 
and  a  member  of  the  state  Senate  in  1879.  He  was  particularly  interested  in  railroad 
building  and  was  a  prime  mover  in  the  North  Carolina  Railroad,  the  Greensboro 
and  Cheraw,  and  the  Cape  Fear  and  Yadkin  Valley.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual, 
79/5,634-635,882;  obituary  in  the  Greensboro  Paf no/,  January  4,  1899. 

236  \Yilliam  A.  Wright  represented  New  Hanover  County  in  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1865.  He  was  an  eminent  member  of  the  Wilmington  bar.  Connor, 
North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,  891;  Sprunt,  Cape  Fear  Chronicles,  152,  187,  566. 

^^  Zebedee  Rush  of  Randolph  Coimty,  for  many  years  sheriff,  was  a  member  of  the 
state  legislature  in  the  sessions  of  1834,  1835.  1838,  and  1844.  He  was  also  a  delegate 
to  the  Convention  of  1865.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,  770,  895. 

238  Alexander  Hamilton  Joyce  (b.  1827),  of  Stokes  County,  received  a  classical 
education  in  preparation  for  a  legal  career.  He  was  comity  solicitor  from  1852  to 
1860.  Never  an  avid  secessionist,  Joyce  upheld  the  legal  right  of  secession  in  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1861.  He  also  represented  Stokes  County  in  the  Convention 
of  1865.  McCormick,  Convention  Personnel,  51 . 

239  Israel  George  Lash,  of  Forsyth  County. 

2'**^  Dennis  Dauge  Ferebee  of  Camden  County. 
241  Matthias  Manly. 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  385 

Samuel  F.  Phillips  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

[October  10,  1865] 

When  the  Doorkeepers  came  around  with  stationery  1  preferred 
to  take  white  foolscap  to  blue  note  paper,  &:  thus  have  nothing 
else  to  use  in  a  letter  to  you. 

The  Convention  has  gotten  along  very  fairly  as  regards  temper 
and  disposition  to  do  business.  We  have  to-day  had  the  only  seri- 
ous obstruction  to  business.  Mr.  Settle,242  who  has  been  drinking 
more  or  less  for  several  days,  has  taken  upon  himself,  or  has  been 
set  up  by  others  as  the  champion  of  the  policy  for  inserting  a 
provision  in  the  Constitution  prohibiting  any  future  assumption 
of  the  State  war  dept.  He  had  his  bill  referred  to  a  committee  upon 
yesterday,  and,  as  Mr.  Boyden243  had  done  upon  the  committee 
to  rescind  the  Ordinance  of  Secession, — ^asked  leave  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  retire  immediately  to  the  Senate  Chamber.  His  ordi- 
nance came  to  grief,  altho'  1  had  thought  from  the  constitution  of 
it,  that  Mr.  Winston,  who  opposes  any  action  on  that  subject, 
would  be  in  a  minority  of  one.  The  Committee  returned  very 
speedily,  but  Settle  said  nothing  as  to  its  action.  This  morning, 
Settle  being  absent,  Winston  reported  from  the  committee  against 
any  present  action,  &  suggesting  that  there  would  probably  be  a 
future  session  of  the  Convention  when  this  &:  like  matters  could 
be  settled.  Under  a  rule  of  the  Convention  such  requests  lie  over 
for  a  day.  Settle  came  in  before  the  matter  had  been  ended  & 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules  Sc  take  the  ordinance  up  immediately. 
Upon  that  motion  he  argued  the  whole  question,  &  with  Mr. 
Caldwell  (of  G)  detained  for  more  than  two  hours  in  an  exercise 
without  result  except  to  refuse  the  motion  to  suspend  by  some 
23  majority. 

1  do  not  know  that  such  vote  at  all  indicates  the  temper  of  the 
Convention.  There  is  more  significance  in  it  however  as  more 

242  Thomas  Settle  (1831-1888),  of  Rockingham  County,  was  an  1850  graduate  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina.  A  successful  lawyer,  he  was  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  1854-1859  (speaker,  1857-1858);  state  senator  and  speaker  in  1865;  an 
influential  delegate  to  the  Convention  of  1865;  associate  judge  of  the  North  Carolina 
Supreme  Court,  1868-1871  and  1872-1876;  minister  to  Peru;  and,  after  1877,  United 
States  district  judge  for  Florida. 

In  1865  Setde  was  a  leader  in  the  establishment  of  the  Republican  party  in  North 
Carolina.  An  ally  of  Holden,  he  was  widely  disliked  by  the  Conservatives  as  this 
letter  by  Phillips  suggests.  In  1872  Settle,  running  as  a  Republican,  lost  a  bitterly 
contested  race  for  governor  to  the  ever  popular,  powerful  stump  speaker  Zeb  Vance. 
Concise  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  937-938;  Spencer  Alumni  Project;  Hamil- 
ton, Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina,  121,  649-653. 

243  Nathaniel  Boyden  represented  Rowan  County  in  the  Convention  of  1865. 
Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913 ,S9S. 
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that  [than?]  110  voted.  Besides  Settle  has  placed  the  movement 
under  some  cloud  by  discussing  the  question  upon  that  turn  of 
business — leaping,  as  Judge  Pearson  would  say,  before  he  came 
to  the  style. 

The  man  who  beat  Judge  P[earson]244  [^  regarded  with  some 
interest.  He  is  a  man  about  the  build  &  general  appearance  of 
Mr.  Hugh  Kirkpatrick.  They  tell  various  stories  of  his  electioneer- 
ing arguments,  viz.  in  one  part  of  the  county,  where  it  was  palat- 
able, professing  to  wish  for  a  provision  to  pay  recusant  conscripts 
&  deserters  $1.00  per  day  for  every  day  they  were  forced  to  lie  out 
&  lose  their  time.  He  has  been  entirely  quiet  and  attentive.  The 
county  seems  to  have  been  divided  locally  between  him  Sc  the 
C.  J.  At  two  or  three  precincts  the  Judge  received  all  the  votes;  & 
at  some  half  dozen  others  he  received  all.  The  C.  J.  did  not  pre- 
serve sobriety  or  his  temper  on  the  stump,  whilst  Hanes  did  better. 

Stewart245  who  beat  Merrimon246  has  been  more  pretentious 
though  I  would  not  have  taken  him  for  a  minister.  I  do  not  mean 
that  he  is  not  entirely  moral  in  his  behavior,  but  that  he  is  a  back- 
woodsman. He  looks  like  a  man  of  hard  sense.  Genl.  Burgin  says 
that  he  was  told  that  Merrimon  Sc  Stewart  commonly  spoke  from 
4  to  6  hours  apiece.  If  that  were  so,  I  am  of  opinion  that  Merrimon 
has  lost  many  claims  to  regret  for  his  defeat.  He  surely  could  tell 
all  he  knew  in  shorter  time.  It  was  required  of  his  superiority  that 
he  should  have  not  fallen  into  such  habits.  Our  other  ministers 
(Nicholson  &  Joyner)247  a^-e  silent. 

Judge  Reade  makes  a  very  fair  speaker,  although  as  yet  there 
has  been  no  strain  upon  his  authority.  We  have  quite  a  sober  body 
up  to  this  time.  Joyce  was  a  little  in  for  it  for  a  day  or  two.  He  says 
that  he  could  not  get  a  hundred  votes  in  Stokes  for  anything  but  a 
seat  in  a  Convention;  his  people  think  that  he  is  Jit  for  nothing 
else! 

We  had  some  discussion  yesterday  upon  a  question  raised  (upon 
a  reconsideration  of  the  ordinance  upon  electing  a  Gen'l  Assembly 
&:  Gov.  etc.)  as  I  suppose  by  a  suggestion  from  authority — as  to 
whether  the  Gov.  &  Leg.  elected  next  month  ought  not  to  hold 

244  xhomas  Haynes  had  defeated  Richmond  M.  Pearson  in  order  to  represent 
Yadkin  County  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1865.  He  also  represented  his 
county  in  the  1876  state  Senate  session.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,  858, 
905. 

245  L.  L.  Stewart  represented  Buncombe  County  in  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1865.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,  869. 

246  Augustus  Summerfield  Merrimon. 

247  The  Reverend  Messrs.  David  B.  Nicholson  and  P.  H.  Joyner  represented  Duplin 
and  Warren  counties  respectively  in  the  Convention  of  1865.  Connor,  North  Caro- 
lina Manual,  1913,  878,  903. 
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their  seats  through  the  next  regular  term.  I  opposed  it  very  ear- 
nestly upon  the  ground  that  the  election  would  be  a  hasty  one, 
and  the  people  unusually  ill-informed  about  the  questions  that 
were  coming  up  upon  the  horizon,  and  therefore  that  the  chance, 
bad  now,  of  reviewing  the  acts  of  their  servants  at  so  short  a  period 
was  really  a  privilege  which  ought  not  to  be  taken  from  them.  Such 
views  prevailed  by  a  large  majority.  I  understand  that  the  Gov's 
peculiar  friends  regard  the  vote  as  exhibiting  a  want  of  confidence. 
Grissom248  of  Granville,  who  made  the  motions,  is  a  pleasant  Sc 
clever  man,  but  apparently  very  apt  for  use  by  his  friends.  At  the 
last  session  of  the  Leg.  he  was  the  friend  of  Dr.  Warren,249  engi- 
neering his  private  purposes  in  the  Assembly.  By  the  way.  Sir, 
we  are  to  have  a  host  of  candidates  for  Congress  upon  us  at  once, 
Grissom,  Russ,25o  Edwards, 2^1  Smith252  of  Johnston,  are  already 
consulting  the  auspices,  and  who  else  are  behind  no  one  can  tell. 
Some  of  them  profess  a  willingness  to  give  way  if  I  would  be  a  can- 
didate, but  I  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  could  not  &:  would 
not.  I  was  asked  what  Mr.  Turner  would  do,  8c  could  not  answer. 
Grissom  prefers  Mr.  Turner.  They  seem  to  make  no  account  of 
the  oath  ahead.  1  do  not  know  after  all  said  or  guessed  at  upon  the 
subject,  whether  we  ought  to  consider  that  in  selecting  candidates. 
Things  being  equal,  I  would.  But  1  abhor  the  idea  of  looking  &: 
peeping  around  into  every  hole  &  corner  for  men  so  alien  in  their 
sympathies  for  their  section  &  their  neighbors  as  to  be  qualified 
for  taking  that  oath.  I  do  not  mean  by  these  warm  words  to  say 
that  here  8c  there  are  not  some  honest  worthy  men  who  may  take 
it.  But  I  think  that  representatives  in  Congress  should  above  all 


248  Dr.  Eugene  Grissom. 

249  Dr.  Edward  Warren. 

250  John  H.  P.  Russ,  of  Wake  County,  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
(1860-1862  and  1866-1868).  He  was  elected  to  the  state  Senate  in  1862  but  resigned  to 
become  secretary  of  state,  a  post  he  helil  from  1862  to  1864.  Connor,  North  Carolina 
Manual,  1913.441,  H3\-H32. 

2-^1  Probably  this  is  Leonidas  Compton  Edwards  (1825-1908),  a  native  of  Person 
Comity  who  settled  in  Oxfortl,  graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in 
1844,  and  read  law  with  Judge  Richmond  M.  Pearson.  As  a  lawyer  he  was  thorough, 
logical,  and  eloquent.  Prior  to  the  Civil  War  his  political  convictions  were  those  of 
a  Clay  Whig.  He  was  the  assistant  secretary  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1861  and  state  senator,  1870  1872-  Edwards  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  Con- 
gress. McCormick.  Convention  Personnel,  92-93;  Oxford  Public  Ledger,  September 
19,  1908. 

252  William  Alexander  Smith  (1828-1888),  a  native  of  Warren  County,  attended  the 
common  schools  and  engaged  in  agriadtural  pursuits.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1865,  a  state  senator  in  1870,  president  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Railroad  (1868)  and  of  the  Yadkin  River  Railroad,  and  a  Republican  congress- 
man (1873-1875).  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1625. 
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things  represent  public  opinion  in  the  section;  and  if  an  erring 
but  repentant  constituency  exists  in  a  part  of  the  country,  which 
nevertheless  is  regarded  as  loyal,  let  not  the  loyalty  of  the  erring 
and  repentant  representative  be  questioned. 

I  observe  by  a  telegram  to  the  New  York  Post  from  Washington 
that  probably  the  Clerk  of  the  House  will  not  allow  members  from 
the  seceded  states  to  take  their  seats  at  once.  The  House,  it  is  said, 
will  be  organized  by  the  members  from  the  loyal  states,  'k  the 
other  commissions  reserved  for  reference  to  a  committee.253  The 
author  spoke  as  if  informed.  I  am  clear  for  making  an  issue  upon 
the  subject  of  that  oath.  I  suppose  it  to  be  without  parallel  in 
history.  Even  in  the  crazy  first  years  of  Charles  2d,  when  England 
was  drunk  with  loyalty,  no  such  test  was  adopted.  I  desire  that  we 
shall  be  represented  as  soon  as  we  can,  but  we  have  great  matters 
to  attend  to  at  home,  %c  will  not  be  without  useful  occupation  even 
if  our  members  are  kept  out  of  the  next  Congress.  I  prefer  to  see 
a  question  made  before  the  constituents  of  the  present  Houses, 
before  I  will  seriously  incline  to  look  around  for  mere  oath- 
swallowers  as  members  of  Congress. 

I  do  not  know  how  much  planning  for  securing  spoils  there  is 
going  on  around  me.  I  room  in  a  retired  place  &:  board  with  some 
8  or  10,  &:  only  now  &:  then  venture  into  such  great  centres  as 
Yarbro's.  Frank  Caldwell  says  that  Settle's  notion  in  fathering  the 
repudiation  ordinance  was  to  set  himself  up  with  that  party  for 
the  U.S.  Senate;  and  that  Pool  is  the  other.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
know.  The  former  gentleman  has  certainly  not  greatly  advanced 
himself  to-day.  Pool  does  not  take  much  part  in  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness. He  made  a  good  speech  on  the  Secession  matter — a  little 
exaggerated  in  positions  as  I  thought.  There  was  not  all  the  dif- 
ference between  the  ordinance  &:  the  substitute  that  he  made  out. 
Mr.  Thompson254  of  Bertie  made  a  speech  full  of  sound  law  &: 
politics  on  the  same  question,  but  as  no  question  had  been  raised 
as  to  the  doctrine  of  secession  (that  is,  in  its  favor)  the  effort  was 
not  quite  a  propos. 

Col.  Brown ,255  upon  the  committee,  had  agreed  to  report  the 
ordinance  which  was  adopted — but  after  some  debate,  upon  the 


253  xhe  right  of  Congress  to  decide  upon  the  qualifications  of  its  members  proved 
to  be  the  fatal  flaw  in  presidential  reconstruction.  W^hen  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress 
met  in  December,  1865,  the  members  refused  to  seat  the  representatives  of  the  former 
secession  states.  Included  in  the  North  Carolina  delegation  which  was  thus  thwarted 
was  William  A.  Graham,  who  had  been  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Randall 
and  Donald,  Civil  War  and  Reconstruction,  575. 

2^^*  Lewis  Thompson. 

255  Bedford  Brown. 
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2d  day,  he  said  that  he  was  not  quite  sure  that  they  did  not  re- 
flect upon  the  last  Convention,  or  that  they  did  not  conflict  with 
the  Resolutions  of  1798 — ^  therefore  took  the  back  track,  intro- 
ducing at  the  same  time  a  Resolution  (to  show  his  views)  "that 
whatever  doubts  had  existed,  the  war  had  entirely  settled  the 
question."  However,  this  diversion  effected  nothing,  as  you  have 
seen;  &:  so  a  day  or  so  after,  when  the  resolution  came  up,  Mr.  Boy- 
den,  regarding  it  3S  functus  officio,  moved  to  table  it,  which  was 
done,  Mr.  Brown  not  objecting.  Today,  however,  the  Colonel 
rose  to  a  personal  explanation,  which  was  to  shew  the  purpose 
of  his  movement,  and  especially  to  read  an  extract  from  Genl. 
Slocum's256  speech  in  N.  Y.  in  which  also  it  was  said  that  the  war 
had  slain  secession.  He  thought  the  coincidence  remarkable  &: 
eulogized  Slocum  8c  his  party  very  much;  all  of  which  the  Herald 
reporter  took  much  note  of. 

There  is  'lying  about  loose,"  in  the  Convention,  a  great  deal  of 
dissatisfaction  with  Mr.  Holden.  Feelers  are  being  put  out  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Worth  for  Gov. — how  far  with  his  approbation  I  do 
not  know.  Some  think  that  issues  may  be  made  more  definitely 
&:  more  intelligibly — and  without  bad  effect  from  the  delay — next 
August.  I  somewhat  incline  to  that  although  I  believe  that  Mr. 
Worth  would  beat  him  very  far  indeed  next  month. 

I  do  not  know  whether  we  would  involve  the  State  at  the  North 
by  dividing  against  Mr.  H.  now. 

Mr.  Hanes,  of  Davidson,  who  acts  as  Prov.  Sec'y  for  the  Gov., 
is  much  dissatisfied  with  his  chief,  &:  will  leave  R.  shortly.  He 
told  me  in  confidence  that  Gov.  H.  had  recommended  your  peti- 
tion/or  suspension. 


256  Henry  Warner  Slocum  (1827-1894),  a  native  of  New  York,  was  a  graduate  of  the 
United  States  Militai^  Academy.  After  campaigning  in  Florida  against  the  Semi- 
noles,  Slocum  resigned  his  commission  to  enter  law  and  politics.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  New  York  Assembly  in  1859.  He  entered  the  Union  army  as  regimental  colonel 
of  the  New  York  Twenty-eighth  Volunteers.  He  rose  to  major  general  while  seeing 
action  at  First  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Chancellorsville,  and  Gettys- 
burg. 

When  his  corps  was  transferred  to  Tennessee  in  September,  1863,  Slocum  found 
the  prospect  of  serving  under  Joe  Hooker  so  grim  that  he  offered  his  resignation. 
His  resignation  was  declined,  and  he  fought  well  under  Sherman.  His  troops  were 
first  into  Atlanta  antl  participated  in  Sherman's  march  through  Georgia  and  the 
Carol  in  as. 

In  September,  1865,  Slocum  resigned  and  retmned  to  his  New  York  law  practice. 
A  Democrat,  he  was  a  congressman  from  1869  to  1873  and  from  1883  to  1885.  In  the 
interim  he  served  as  president  of  New  York  City's  department  of  city  works.  Diction- 
ary of  American  Biography,  XVII,  216-217;  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1610- 
1611. 


390  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

Mr.  Moore  has  been  of  great  service  to  the  Convention.  Imme- 
diately upon  his  election  he  prepared  an  Omnibus  with  ordi- 
nances upon  Secession;  Slavery;  the  Judicial  &:  Legislative  doings 
of  the  interim;  Contracts;  "Schedule"  in  money  made  in  time  of 
depreciated  currency;  Acts  of  Civil  Officers;  Liability  of  Civil  & 
Military  Officers  of  State  %c  Confederacy,  for  actions  done  in 
pursuance  of  law  (so-called);  and  marriages  of  Slaves.  Most  of  his 
bantlings  have  been  adopted  with  no  great  change.  In  his  ordi- 
nance against  secession  he  called  the  ordinance  of  1861  the 
pretended  ord.;  it  was  changed  to  supposed.  His  ord.  on  slavery 
unchanged.  Some  other  of  his  ordinances  we  were  discussing 
today  Sc  hope  to  deal  finally  with  tomorrow. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  write  to  you  from  this  place.  You  see 
what  poor  matter  I  have  found  to  fill  up  with. 

John  Berry  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Ralleigh, 

October  the  12,  1865. 

The  question  of  Repudiation  is  in  full  blast  as  you  percive  fi:'om 
the  papers  Sc  I  feare  that  our  cession  will  be  prolonged  much 
beyond  what  would  be  sound  policy 

I  caled  on  the  Provisional  Govner  Last  Sattarday  night  &:  spent 
an  houre  or  so  at  his  house.  I  took  occasion  to  inquire  of  him  how 
it  was  that  other  member  of  Congress  in  this  state  had  been  par- 
doned &:  that  you  and  Josiah  Turner  was  still  held  up;  he  re- 
marked that  you  and  Mr.  Gilmer  were  regarded  as  holding  out  to 
Long  in  the  strugel  but  that  he  had  ritten  to  Mr.  Jones  that  your 
pardon  could  be  procoured  in  time  for  you  to  take  A  Seate  in  the 
Senate  ^  that  was  a  more  important  body  than  the  convention 
but  that  he  had  received  no  response.  I  told  him  that  the  people 
of  Orange  as  well  as  the  state  desired  your  consel  in  the  Delibera- 
tive bodyes  of  the  state  Sc  I  hoped  he  would  not  Delay  Longer  an 
effort  for  your  pardon. 

Govnor  Swain  is  here  8c  so  is  J  Turner,  Just  arrived  from  Wash- 
ington Your  aplication  as  well  as  Mr.  Turners  was  not  rec- 
comended  nor  had  they  Reached  the  Adjutant  Generals  ofice  Mr 
Turner  had  an  interveu  with  the  Adjutant  General  &:  thought 
that  he  made  quite  A  favorible  impresion;  he  is  looking  well  &: 
is  going  to  make  A  speach  here  to  night. 
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Govnor  Swain  told  me  he  had  no  dificulty  in  procouring  the 
pardon  of  Judge  Ruffin  &  Mr  Cameron257  the  papers  were  not  evin 
read  Sc  that  in  conversation  with  the  President  he  took  occasion  to 
shew  him  A  Letter  from  Govner  Perry258  [^  which  he  had  ex- 
pressed him  self  as  being  highly  pleased  that  you  would  be  in 
the  convention,  the  President  read  the  Letter  but  made  no  remark 
as  to  you.  the  people  are  all  Desirous  that  you  should  be  in  the 
Legislature  so  you  must  make  your  arragents  accodinly. 

A  good  Deale  of  Jelosy  against  Holden  here. 
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Benjamin  S.  Hedrick 
Benjamin  S.  Hedrick  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Washington,  D.C., 
October  12th.,  1865. 

It  is  now  nearly  nine  years  since  I  have  written  to  you,  and  in 
that  time,  events  have  crowded  so  fast,  as  to  make  the  time  appear 


257  Thomas  Riiffin  and  Paul  C.  Cameron. 

258  Benjamin  Franklin  Perry  (1805  1886),  of  South  Carolina,  was  at  this  time  pro- 
visional governor  of  South  Carolina.  A  lawyer  and  newspaper  editor,  Perry  was 
frequendy  a  member  of  the  state  legislature  before  1860.  He  vigorously  opposed 
nidlification  and  secession,  defended  slavery,  and  upheld  the  right  of  revolution.  An 
ardent  Unionist,  Perry  openly  fought  secession  until  South  Carolina  left  the  Union. 
Subsequently,  he  stood  by  his  state,  sewing  as  a  Confederate  district  attorney  and  as 
a  district  judge.  In  1865  he  was  appointed  provisional  governor,  and  created  some- 
thing of  a  furor  by  reappointing  all  the  state  officials  who  had  held  office  at  the 
war's  end.  Elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  under  the  Johnson  plan  of  reconstruc- 
tion.  Perry  was  among  those  refused  their  seats  in  December,   1865.  After   1866  he 
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much  longer.  I  would  not  trouble  you  now,  did  I  not  deem  the 
matter  of  very  great  importance.  I  have  just  learned  that  a  Dr. 
R.  J.  Powell,  of  this  city,  agent  of  W.  W.  Holden,  has  written  a 
letter  to  some  members  of  the  Convention,  pretending  to  give 
the  views  of  the  President  and  his  Cabinet.  Now  as  this  Powell 
was  a  rebel  sympathizer,  or  Northern  copperhead,  during  the 
war,  I  feel  sure  that  he  has  no  authority  to  speak  for  the  adminis- 
tration. The  object  of  this  letter,  I  take  it,  is  to  trick  the  Conven- 
tion into  recommending  Holden  for  Gov.  of  the  State.  Now  as 
this  would  be  a  step  most  fatal  to  the  peace  of  the  State,  the  mem- 
bers should  be  careful  of  what  they  do.  I  have  therefore  written 
to  some  of  the  members  to  telegraph  to  Mr.  Seward,  or  Att'y  Gen. 
Speed,  and  they  would  find  that  Powell  was  assuming  authority 
to  which  he  had  no  title. 

Further,  Dr.  Powell  has  written  to  Holden  that  I  was  interfer- 
ing in  matters  which  did  not  concern  me,  because  I  have,  at  the 
solicitation  of  Union  men  in  N.C.,  recommended  them  for  office, 
instead  of  men  disqualified  or  recommended  by  Holden.  Now, 
inasmuch  as  I  never  advised  the  people  of  N.C.  to  their  injury, 
whilst  Holden  has  dragged  them  into  rebellion  to  their  ruin,  it 
seems  to  me  that  his  present  attack  on  me  is  very  strong  evidence 
of  his  old  malignity.  This  malignity  is  not  only  shown  against 
me,  but  you  have  shared  it.  Mr.  Turner,  who  was  here  a  few  days 
ago,  will  give  you  full  information  on  this  point.  Now,  will  the 
respectable  people  of  N.  C.  permit  themselves  to  be  ruled  by  this 
infamous  charlatan  and  demagogue?  Should  the  people  elect 
Holden,  no  matter  by  what  amount  of  fraud,  and  deceit,  it  will 
be  regarded  all  over  the  country  as  evidence  that  the  people  of 
the  State  desire  to  unite  with  what  are  known  as  the  cooperheads 
of  the  North.  For  Powell  and  Holden  are  in  full  sympathy,  [with] 
the  Woods  and  Valandighams^sQ  of  the  North.  Holden's  record 
will  all  come  up  before  Congress,  and  his  election  would  be  a 
curse  to  the  State.  Whilst  the  election  of  an  honest,  conservative 
man,  of  fair  record,  would  place  the  people  of  N.C.  in  sympathy 
[with]  the  great  Union  party  of  the  Nation,  and  in  a  short  time, 
the  lines  of  bitterness  would  begin  to  be  wiped  out,  the  people 
of  all  sections  would  find  that  they  were  brethren,  and  North 
Carolina  would  again  enjoy  the  freedom  which  she  has  not  known 
since  the  day  she  bowed  to  the  domination  of  the  class  of  political 
charlatans  of  which  Holden  is  the  representative. 

became  a  l)ittei  opponent  of  Congressional  Reconstiiit  lion.  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography,  WW  A)^'^-A^■^. 

259  I  his  reference  was  to  Fernando  Wood  and  Clement  L.  Vallandigham. 
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Through  our  mutual  friend,  Gov.  Swain,  I  have  learned  some 
facts  in  regard  to  your  course  during  the  rebellion  which  gave  me 
pleasure.  This  is  not  a  time  for  any  friend  of  N.C.  to  be  idle. 

James  Graham  Ramsay  to  UNC:  RAMSAY 

William.  A.  Graham, 

Hillsboro', 

Oct.    13,   1865. 

I  have  just  learned  that  Mr.  Worth,  Public  Treasurer,  will  be  a 
Candidate  for  Governor,  and  write  to  say,  that  I  hope  our  friends 
will  generally  support  him;  in  which  case  he  will  be  elected  with 
great  ease.  There  is  no  danger  of  any  prejudice  to  us  at  Washing- 
ton by  his  election.  He  has  a  so  much  better  record  than  Holden, 
having  introduced  resolutions  in  the  Legislature  in  1830  or  31, 
which  were  carried,  denouncing  Nullification,  stood  up  for  Fill- 
more and  the  Compromise  of  1850 — opposed  Breckinridge  and 
Secession  in  1860 — (in  all  which  time  Holden  was  educating  the 
public  mind  to  secession)  that  the  North  will  see  that  we  prefer 
the  steady  light  of  a  fixed  star  to  the  uncertain  blaze  of  a  comet. 

I  have  not  been  to  Raleigh,  but  I  hear  from  different  quarters 
that  Holden  is  odious,  and  can  be  easily  beaten.  He  has  degraded 
the  State  by  pretending  that  it  was  so  hard  to  find  loyal  men,  that 
he  had  to  send  emissaries  and  runners  through  every  County  be- 
fore a  set  could  be  found  who  were  fit  for  justices  of  the  peace.  Thus 
contrasting  us  unfavorably  with  every  other  State  (where  old  offi- 
cers were  recognized  and  requested  to  act)  and  delaying  us  two 
months,  in  the  Session  of  our  Convention,  %c  putting  N.C.  behind 
the  States,  when  he  commenced  his  work  far  in  advance  of  them. 
He  has,  through  the  Standard,  brandished  his  power  over  the 
heads  of  the  people,  threatening  to  suppress  newspapers  (Record 
and  Milton  Chronicle)  to  arrest  Candidates  for  Convention  (Chat- 
ham and  Northampton)  prevaricated  about  pardons,  excluding 
men  from  the  Convention  and  admitting  others  at  his  will,  ap- 
proved through  the  Standard  of  the  requirement  of  a  test  oath  of 
members  of  Congress  and  public  officers,  so  that  no  one  of  our 
soldiers,  not  to  speak  of  citizens  who  supported  the  war,  shall  ever 
be  a  member  of  Congress,  or  hold  any  place  down  to  a  county  post 
master.  This  will  extinguish  him,  if  understood  among  those 
gallant  fellows.  You  will  see  in  the  "Sentinel"  probably  of  tomor- 
row, a  letter  from  me,  saying  the  test  oath  to  be  unconstitutional 
and  void,  that  the  people  may  return  to  Congress  whom  they 
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please.  I  hope  you  will  be  a  Candidate  in  your  district,  and  that 
you  will  stir  up  the  people  to  support  Worth.  The  clamor  will  no 
doubt  be  raised  that  it  will  keep  us  back  from  reunion,  but  this  is 
not  the  truth.  Good,  consistent  Union  men  sent  to  Congress  can 
do  far  more  than  a  dozen  Gov.  Holdens  to  restore  our  relations 
with  the  U.  S. 
I  write  in  haste. 

David  L.  Swain  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Chapel  Hill, 

October  14th.,  1865. 

I  reached  home  at  one  this  morning,  after  an  absence  of  more 
than  three  weeks,  and  spending  yesterday  in  Raleigh.  I  reached 
Washington  on  Wednesday  morning,  27th.  ult.,  and  remained 
until  the  following  Monday,  (2  Oct.) 

I  met  at  the  Station  at  Raleigh  with  our  friend,  J.  Turner,  Esq., 
travelled  with  him  to  Washington,  left  him  there,  when  I  went  to 
New  York,  and  found  him  in  Raleigh  on  my  return.  He  told  me 
yesterday  that  he  intended  to  address  the  Convention  or  some 
public  meeting  at  Raleigh  this  evening.  His  purpose  seems  to  be 
to  get  up  opposition  to  Gov.  Holden,  which,  judging  from  the 
temper  of  the  few  members  with  whom  I  had  casual  intercourse, 
it  may  not  be  very  difficult  to  do.  As  he  will  be  with  you  very 
shortly,  however,  I  will  not  anticipate  his  disclosure  of  adventures 
imperfectly  known  to  me,  and  which  you  will  probably  find  nu- 
merous and  amusing. 

I  called  on  the  President  immediately  after  my  arrival,  pre- 
sented the  petitions  of  Judge  Ruffin,  Mr.  Cameron  and  myself, 
and  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  favorable  endorsement,  with 
a  request  to  the  Atto.  Gen'l  to  report  upon  them  immediately. 
The  latter  was  not  in  the  office,  however,  when  I  presented  my- 
self. I  returned,  accompanied  by  Prof.  Hedrick,  (who  went  with 
me  to  the  President  the  preceding  day)  the  next  morning  at  10, 
and,  as  he  had  not  arrived,  passed  on  to  make  a  call  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  I  found  Mr.  Seward  very  busy,  of  course,  he  stopped 
his  pen,  however,  and  entered  into  familiar,  pleasant  conversation, 
mentioned  that  he  had  just  signed  Mr.  Badger's  pardon.  I  asked 
if  he  had  received  any  letters  from  you  in  the  last  few  weeks,  he 
said  he  had  not,  I  told  him  that  you  had  written  to  him,  and  that 
I  myself  had  placed  [it]  in  the  Post  Office.  He  enquired  whether 
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it  related  to  a  pardon,  I  told  him  that  it  was  written  at  the  time 
that  you  filed  your  petition.  He  said  that  if  [it]  was  addressed  to 
him  as  an  ordinary  public  communication  to  the  Sec.  of  State  it 
might  have  been  opened  by  a  Clerk,  and  transferred  to  the  Bureau 
of  Pardons.  He  was  very  courteous  and  kind,  and  finding  at  part- 
ing that  I  was  to  pass  into  the  office  of  the  Attorney  General,  re- 
marked that  I  would  find  him  a  genial  and  companionable  gentle- 
man, and  volunteered  a  note  of  introduction.  On  my  delivering  it, 
Mr.  Speed  remarked  that  the  endorsement  by  the  President  on  the 
envelope  containing  the  three  petitions  rendered  the  reading  of 
them  unnecessary,  and  handed  them  over  to  the  Clerk,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  prepare  the  pardons.  These  were  sent  up  to  the  President 
for  his  signature,  I  called  upon  him  the  next  morning,  received 
them,  and  went  with  them  to  the  Sec.  of  State,  and  gave  them  to 
his  Chief  Clerk,  who,  in  a  short  time,  returned  them,  with  Mr. 
Seward's  written  signature.  I  enter  into  these  particulars  to  shew 
you  the  manner  of  proceeding,  and  to  enable  you  to  understand 
more  clearly  the  account  Mr.  Turner  gives  of  his  course  of  pro- 
ceeding. I  did  not  meet  with  Dr.  Powel  [sic],  the  State  Agent, 
until  after  I  had  placed  the  petitions  in  the  hands  of  the  Attorney 
General.  He  seemed  anxious  to  render  me  any  service  in  his 
power,  and  invited  me  to  dine  with  him. 

In  my  closing  interview  with  the  President,  after  the  pardons 
were  delivered  to  me,  I  read  him  a  letter  written  to  me  by  Gover- 
nor Perry,  containing,  among  other  things,  the  following  para- 
graph, "I  am  glad  to  hear  your  Convention  will  be  honored  by 
Governor  Graham  as  a  delegate.  A  great  many  of  our  first  men  are 
Candidates  here."  The  President  listened  intently  to  Gov.  Perry's 
letter,  who  is  evidently  a  favorite  with  him. 

I  spent  five  days  in  New  York,  and  two  in  Baltimore,  without 
being  able  to  effect  the  desired  loan  for  the  University,  but  have  a 
faint  hope  that  the  Messrs.  Donaldsons,26o  whom  I  did  not  see, 
but  to  whom  I  wrote  pressingly,  may  do  something  for  us.  Mr. 
Astor,26i  I  believe,  would  have  advanced  upon  a  note  with  satis- 
factory names,  but  said  he  was  never  willing  to  rely  upon  Mort- 


2^^  This  is  probably  a  reference  to  Robert  Donaldson  and  some  of  his  relatives. 
Donaldson,  an  old  friend  of  the  university,  lived  at  Red  Hook,  New  York.  Archibald 
Henderson,  Campus  of  the  First  State  University  (New  York:  D.  Appleton  and  Co., 
1932),  141,  156,  hereinafter  cited  as  Henderson,  Campus  of  the  First  State  University. 

261  This  is  probably  a  reference  to  John  Jacob  Astor  (1822-1890)  or  his  father,  Wil- 
liam Backhouse  Astor  (1792-1875);  both  were  wealthy  New  York  capitalists.  Concise 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  32. 
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gages  out  of  the  State.  That  he  could  lend  any  amount  at  present 
to  persons  desirous  of  investing  in  government  securities,  at  10  and 
12  per  cent,  secured  by  mortgages  of  real  estate  in  Broadway. 

The  mail  brings  no  newspapers  today,  and  you  are  probably 
more  fully  and  accurately  advised  of  the  state  of  things  in  the 
Convention  than  I  am. 

I  sent  by  Miss  Nash  this  morning,  letters  from  Mrs.  Knox  to  her 
sister. 


John  Berry  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

October  the  15th,  1865. 

As  soon  as  I  received  your  communication  I  caled  at  the  Fred 
man  Buro  to  make  the  inquiry  you  requested,  but  the  head  of  the 
Department  had  gone  to  Goldsborough  8c  will  not  returne  till 
monday  as  soon  as  he  returns  I  will  try  and  git  the  order  and  send 
it  up  monday  night  if  he  agrees  to  Let  you  have  it  I  think  the 
Dissatisfaction  of  Holdens  administrashon  is  increasing  Frank 
Colwell262  from  Guilford  spoke  of  him  in  verry  harsh  terms  to  me 
to  day  %c  informed  that  Mr  Dickies  was  Disgusted  with  his  ad- 
ministration Starbuck264  shewed  me  a  Letter  he  had  recived 
from  Washington  from  A  Gentleman  in  the  patent  ofice  Depart- 
ment he  speaks  of  Holden  as  A  Trator  to  the  south  &  that  it  would 
not  be  unpleasant  to  the  administrashian  if  he  is  not  elected  Gov- 
nor  he  says  that  the  present  Congress  will  canvas  his  record  in  the 
Debats  this  sesion  &:  urges  by  all  means  we  should  Defeate  him 
for  Govnor  Captan  Turner  on  Friday  night  Deliverd  A  speech 
to  A  Large  Audienc — which  was  well  recived  &  Applaudid  it 
was  one  of  his  best  efforts  &  was  of  Create  lenth  as  he  read  &:  com- 
mented on  his  Aplication  for  Pardon  he  told  me  Last  evning 
that  Worth  had  agred  to  run  for  Govnor  if  so  I  think  Holden 
will  be  badly  beaten  His  (Holden)  friends  are  earring  round  A 
paper  to  get  sighnors  requesting  him  to  becom  A  candidate  for 
Govnor  and  are  quite  uneasy  the  ordinanc  that  has  Pased  Dis- 
franchising all  our  Citizens  that  had  not  recived  Pardon  was  in- 
tirly  rong     I  see  from  the  Letter  you  rote  Mr.  Phillips  that  we 

2«2  David  F.  Caldwell. 

263  Robert  Paine  Dick. 

264  Darius  Henry  Starbuck. 
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have  Candidets  out  in  Orange  for  the  Legislature  &:  as  they  are 
the  creetors  of  Holden  I  hope  they  will  not  be  indorsed  if  Bat 
Turner  Dont  run  for  Congress  I  shold  Like  for  him  Sc  Phillips  to 
be  in  the  commons  and  your  self  in  the  senate  &:  if  Mr  Turner 
services  cant  be  had  Major  Paterson  in  his  stead  it  will  be  A  very 
important  body  &  will  reqire  Gentlemen  of  Create  Legal  Abilities 
to  fix  up  A  Code  of  Laws  to  suite  the  present  Condishon  of  things 
I  hope  we  will  adjorn  in  A  few  days  but  as  they  have  tried  to  make 
it  A  mony  making  business  by  fixing  the  pardian  so  high  that  I 
feare  they  will  conclude  not  to  adjorn  at  all  it  is  ruinous  to  me 
to  be  here  at  this  tim 

Ope72  Letter  from  William  A.  Graham  to  William  E.  Pell^^^ 

THE  TEST  OATH. 


As  a  qualificatioji  for  a  seat  in  Congress^  or  to  hold  office  under 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

It  has  now  become  a  question  of  practical  interest,  what  is  to  be 
the  operation  and  effect  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  July  2,  1862, 
which  declares  that  a  new  oath,  one  heretofore  unknown  in  our 
history,  shall  be  exacted  of  every  person  elected,  or  appointed,  to 
any  office  of  honor  or  profit  under  the  Covernment  of  the  United 
States,  (excepting  the  President)  in  the  civil,  military  and  naval 
departments,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  or  receiving  the 
emoluments  of  such  office. 

The  oath,  so  far  as  regards  its  new  features,  is  in  the  following 
words: 

"I  ,  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  have  never  voluntarily 

borne  arms  against  the  United  States,  since  I  have  been  a  citizen 
thereof,  that  I  have  voluntarily  given  no  aid,  countenance,  coun- 
sel, or  encouragement,  to  persons  engaged  in  armed  hostility 
thereto;  that  I  have  neither  sought  nor  accepted,  nor  attempted 
to  exercise  the  functions  of  any  office  whatever,  under  any  au- 
thority or  pretended  authority,  in  hostility  to  the  United  States; 
that  I  have  not  yielded  a  voluntary  support  to  any  pretended 
government,  authority,  power,  or  constitution  within  the  United 
States,  hostile  or  inimical  thereto,"  etc. 


265  From  the  Raleigh  Sentinel,  Oct.  16,  1865. 
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I  assume  what  I  think  cannot  be  denied,  that  North  Carolina 
was  the  least  hostile  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  of  all 
the  States  engaged  in  the  late  war.  Yet,  if  the  provisions  of  this  act 
be  literally  interpreted  and  enforced,  it  will  operate  a  disfran- 
chisement of  four  fifths  of  her  voting  population,  to  the  extent  of 
excluding  them  from  seats  in  Congress,  or  holding  any,  the  least 
Federal  office.  She  contributed  to  the  Confederate  armies  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men.  Of  these,  ninety  odd  thousand 
were  volunteers.  No  casuistry,  it  is  presumed,  could  justify  any  of 
these  in  taking  this  oath;  and  of  the  remainder,  there  are  doubt- 
less not  a  few  who,  though  subjects  of  involuntary  conscription, 
having  done  their  duty  like  men,  would  not  feel  safe  in  making 
the  denials  embraced  in  its  provisions. 

To  the  survivors  among  these  men,  the  very  flower  of  chivalry, 
whose  suffrages  must  control  the  destinies  of  the  States  for  at  least 
one  generation,  may  be  added  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of 
others,  members  of  her  convention  in  1861,  of  the  Legislatures  of 
1860,  '62,  '64,  of  three  successive  Congresses  and  other  employees 
and  private  citizens,  included  in  the  same  condemnation.  It  may 
reasonably  be  supposed  that  a  no  less  extensive  proscription  will 
attend  the  enforcement  of  this  act  upon  the  people  of  other 
States. 

When  consequences  so  highly  penal  and  derogatory  are  thus 
to  be  visited  on  whole  communities,  when  obviously  the  remnant 
excepted  may  not  in  many  localities  afford  persons  fitted  for 
representatives  in  Congress,  or  to  perform  usefully,  official  func- 
tions, when  thousands  of  individuals  who  never  thought  of  can- 
vassing for  office  or  preferment  will  feel  theinselves  aggrieved  in 
being  made  subjects  of  exclusion,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  serious 
concern  whether  the  policy  of  this  act  should  not  be  abandoned 
by  a  repeal,  and  if  not,  whether  it  can  bear  the  test  of  constitu- 
tional scrutiny.  Mr.  Botts^^e  and  Governor  Pierpont,267  of  Virginia, 


266  John  Minor  Botts  (1802-1869),  of  Virginia,  was  a  lawyer,  planter,  politician, 
and  author.  A  Union  Whig,  he  served  in  the  Virginia  legislature  (1833-1839)  and  the 
United  States  Congress  (1839-1843  and  1847-1849).  He  was  a  vocal  and  aggressive  foe 
of  the  Democrats,  c)[)jK)sing  the  annexation  of  Texas,  the  Mexican  War,  and  favoring 
the  Compromise  of  1850.  During  the  1850s  Botts  opposed  secession.  He  withdrew  to 
his  farm  at  the  outbreak  of  war.  Since  his  loyahy  was  suspect,  he  was  imprisoned  by 
Confederate  authoiities  in  1862,  later  settling  in  Culpepei  County.  At  the  end  of  the 
Civil  War  Botts  was  influential  among  conservative  Virginia  Unionists  but  lost  his 
influence  when  he  accepted  apj>oiutment  by  Radicals.  Concise  Dictionary  of  Ameri- 
ca ti  liiography,  92. 

267  Francis  Harrison  I'ieipont  (1814  1899)  was  a  X'irginia  Unionist  instrumental  in 
organizing  West  X'irginia,  which  he  ser\ed  as  piovisional  governor,  1861-186.'{.  He  was 
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have  in  public  letters  each  expressed  the  belief  that  Congress  will 
adhere  to  this  law,  and  that  no  Senator  or  representative  will  be 
admitted  unless  he  can  take  the  oath,  but  that  all  others  will  be 
excluded.  What  sources  of  information  are  in  the  possession  of 
these  distinguished  gentlemen  in  reference  to  the  probable  action 
of  a  public  body,  whose  members  have  never  yet  convened,  or 
whether  they  speak  merely  from  conjecture,  we  are  not  advised. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  in  response  to  inquiry  upon 
the  same  topic,  replies  through  his  Attorney  General  that  he  has 
no  more  means  of  knowing  what  Congress  may  do  in  regard  to  that 
oath,  than  any  other  citizen,  but  it  is  his  earnest  wish  that  a  loyal 
and  true  man  to  whom  no  objection  can  be  made,  may  be  elected 
to  Congress.  Uniting  most  cordially  in  this  desire  of  the  President, 
and  adopting  his  appropriate  mode  of  dealing  with  this  grave 
question,  which  has  been  as  yet  but  little  discussed,  I  pretend  not, 
to  predict  with  confidence  what  action  Congress  will  take  in  re- 
gard to  it.  I  can  only  judge  of  what  they  will  do  from  what  I  be- 
lieve in  reason  and  justice  they  ought  to  do.  I  cannot  suppose  that 
after  the  surrender  of  the  Southern  army,  the  frank  and  manly 
acknowledgement  of  defeat,  and  of  the  failure  of  the  Revolution, 
and  after  the  steps  that  have  been  taken  to  restore  not  only  the 
constitutional,  but  kind  relations  between  the  States  lately  in  re- 
bellion, and  the  Federal  government,  that  any  feeling  of  vindic- 
tiveness  or  revenge  will  sway  the  determination  of  either  branch 
of  Congress. 

If,  then,  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  the  act  under  consideration 
has  served  its  purpose,  it  is  no  longer  necessary  or  just,  and  is 
withal  in  palpable  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
I  assume  that  there  will  be  no  hesitation  in  its  repeal  or  abandon- 
ment. There  were  doubtless  many  acts  of  Congress  and  other 
measures  adopted  by  each  of  the  belligerents  while  the  war  was 
waged,  to  which  the  Latin  adage  may  be  applied,  'Turor  ministrat 
arma,"  measures  adopted  in  the  heat  of  revolutionary  frenzy,  as 
means  of  aggressive  hostility  and  supposed  safety  and  necessity  for 
the  time  being,  but  having  no  view  to  a  state  of  peace.  Of  this 
class  was  the  act  before  us,  it  bears  date  July,  1862,  when  there  was 
no  member  sitting  or  expected  to  take  a  seat  in  either  House  from 
all  the  Southern  States;  immediately  after  the  defeat  of  the  ex- 
pedition of  General  McClellan,  in  the  seven  day's  battle  in  the 


governor  of  "restored  Virginia, "  1863-1865,  and  of  Virginia,  1865-1868.  Concise  Dic- 
tionary of  American  Biography,  198. 
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vicinity  of  Richmond;  at  a  period  most  disastrous  to  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  whole  war;  when  the  most  stringent  ap- 
phances  may  well  have  been  deemed  indispensable  to  guard 
against  treachery  in  public  offices,  both  in  the  army  and  navy, 
and  even  in  the  civil  services;  and  it  cannot  be  originally  inferred 
that  it  was  designed  to  be  applied  after  the  conclusion  of  peace  to 
persons  who  had  returned  to  their  loyalty  and  duty,  and  had 
sealed  their  fidelity  with  a  new  oath  of  allegiance  or  amnesty  as  a 
punishment  for  their  offense  for  taking  part  in  the  war.  This 
woidd  be  to  convert  a  precautionary  and  preventive  expedient 
of  war  into  a  new,  unusual,  and  severe  punishment  in  time  of 
peace,  and  that  in  a  case  where  the  condemnation  is  without  trial, 
and  the  party  is  compelled  to  give  evidence  against  himself.  The 
act,  according  to  the  exclusive  operation  proposed  to  be  given  to 
it,  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  decrease  of  disability  ever  there- 
after [to]  hold  office  under  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
against  any  citizen,  1st.,  who  ever  volimtarily  bore  arms  against 
the  United  States,  2nd.,  who  has  voluntarily  given  aid,  counsel,  or 
encouragement  to  persons  in  armed  hostility  thereto;  3rd.,  who- 
ever sought,  accepted  or  attempted  to  exercise  the  functions  of 
any  office  whatever  under  any  authority,  or  pretended  authority 
in  hostility  to  the  United  States.  4th.,  who  has  yielded  a  voluntary 
support  to  any  pretended  government,  authority,  power,  or  con- 
stitution within  the  United  States,  hostile  or  inimical  thereto; 
and  the  oath  is  tendered  only  as  a  means  of  compelling  the  party 
to  discover  his  guilt  by  a  refusal — a  guilt  whose  stain  cannot  be 
washed  oiU  by  a  Presidential  pardon  which,  according  to  the 
constitution  and  the  law,  cleanses  the  offender  in  all  cases,  except 
where  he  has  been  convicted  by  impeachment.  An  argument  is 
hardly  necessary  to  prove  that  exclusion  from  the  right  to  hold 
office  is  a  punishment  under  oiu'  system  of  government,  since  "re- 
moval from  office  and  disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any 
office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit"  is  the  penalty  prescribed  in  the 
great  offences  triable  by  impeachment.  Now  1  cannot  believe  that 
when  this  act  is  viewed  in  its  true  light  and  it  is  perceived  that  the 
policy  which  dictated  it  has  passed  away,  that  Congress,  or  any  other 
authority  of  the  government  will  fail  to  yield  its  assent  to  so  ob- 
vious a  maxim  that  when  the  reason  of  the  law  ceases,  the  law 
itself  should  cease  to  operate;  or  that  there  will  be  any  serious 
attempt  to  give  to  a  purely  precautionary  and  temporary  measure 
a  punitory  and  permanent  effect.  To  this  course  of  reasoning  there 
will  be  a  more  ready  assent  when  it  is  remembered  how  sweeping 
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and  indiscriminate  will  be  the  prescription  entailed  by  the  con- 
trary decision,  embracing  nearly  all  of  the  talent,  intelligence, 
energy,  spirit,  and  manhood  in  whole  districts  of  country;  and 
this  among  States  and  people,  many  of  whom  have  never  denied 
the  true  theory  of  the  constitution,  that  it  creates  a  government, 
not  a  mere  compact,  were  opposed  to  secession  in  the  outset,  and 
are  of  undoubted  loyalty  now,  but  became  involved  in  the  support 
of  the  war  by  necessities  which  they  believed  themselves  unable 
to  control,  but  being  in,  bore  themselves  as  brave  soldiers  and  true 
men. 

Nor  can  I  assent  to  the  recommendation  of  Messrs.  Botts  and 
Pierpont,  endorsed  by  some  of  the  papers  of  this  State,  that  we 
should  take  it  for  granted  that  a  majority  of  Congress  would  insist 
upon  a  liberal  enforcement  of  this  Act,  and  avoid  the  discussion 
of  the  question  by  the  election  of  representatives  who  can  take  the 
oath  without  a  violation  of  conscience;  no  matter  how  contrary  to 
the  popular  choice  or  unfit  for  representative  duties.  Representa- 
tive Government  implies  fit  representation.  The  ship  of  state 
never  sails  under  jury  masts.  Every  representative,  no  matter  from 
what  State  or  district,  is  in  the  halls  of  Congress  the  peer  of  every 
other;  and  to  be  useful  and  respectable  each  should  feel  and  know 
that  he  is  there  by  no  spurious  or  doubtful  title,  and  in  sympathy 
and  accord  with  the  real  constituency  according  to  the  constitu- 
tion. That  remains  unchanged  by  the  war. 

The  war  was  made  for  its  conservation;  and  its  line  and  Plum- 
met should  determine  every  step  in  our  renewed  union.  A  wise 
policy  also  suggests  that  it  is  no  time  to  weaken  the  public 
counsels  when  measures  are  to  be  grappled  with  as  momentous  as 
any  in  our  histoi7.  Is  it  expected  that  in  the  next  two  or  six  years 
(these  are  the  terms  of  congressional  service)  and  for  an  indefinite 
period  beyond  that,  the  whole  legislation  of  Congress  is  to  be 
shaped  by  the  leading  minds  of  one  section,  while  those  of  the 
other  are  debarred  from  considtation,  and  the  places  which  by  the 
popular  confidence  they  would  fill,  are  occupied  by  members  who 
were  only  present  "to  see  the  proceedings?"  Or  is  it  not  desirable 
that  every  section  should  contribute  to  the  common  stock  of  wis- 
dom and  knowledge  for  the  interest  and  honor  of  our  common 
country? 

The  Southern  members  all  told  are  but  a  one-fourth  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  after  the  purgatorial  process 
through  which  those  States  are  now  being  passed  as  a  conse- 
quence of  the  war,  there  is  little  danger  of  the  return  of  even  in- 
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dividual  members  hostile  to  the  Constitution,  and  the  Union, 
and  a  true  reconcilement  in  feeling  and  intercourse.  A  wise  govern- 
ment should  never  forget  that  magnanimity  in  victory  is  true 
policy;  that  there  is  no  surer  method  of  making  men  your  enemies 
than  to  treat  them  as  if  you  considered  them  as  such,  and  that 
when  a  quarrel  is  really  settled,  mutual  confidence  and  kindness 
afford  the  only  assurance  of  lasting  harmony. 

I  pass  over  as  not  worthy  of  refutation  the  remark  sometimes 
heard,  that  you  are  under  the  power  of  the  North  and  must  submit 
to  whatever  appears  to  be  demanded  or  your  noncompliance  will 
be  considered  as  contumacy.  This  is  to  suppose  that  other  mo- 
tives than  reason,  justice,  and  kindness  will  sway  the  judgment  of 
the  majority  of  Congress  in  which  I  do  not  agree. 

But  I  further  submit,  that  either  House  of  Congress  would  de- 
cline the  enforcement  of  this  law  when  they  come  to  attest  it  by 
the  Constitution.  This  requires  as  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  gov- 
ernment "that  Senators  and  Representatives  and  members  of  the 
several  State  Legislatures  and  all  other  executive  and  judicial 
offices,  both  of  the  United  States  and  the  several  States  shall  be 
bound  by  affirmation  to  support  the  Constitution."  And  the  ques- 
tion at  once  presents  itself,  whether  any  other  oath  of  fidelity  can 
be  required  according  to  the  maxim  expressum  facit  cessare  taci- 
turn. The  oath  being  thus  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  can 
Congress  add  to  it,  or  dispense  with,  or  modify  it?  An  eminent 
Judge  in  a  judicial  opinion  declares  that  "sometimes  affirmative 
words  necessarily  imply  a  negative  of  what  is  not  affirmed,  as 
strongly  as  if  expressed."  The  Constitution  of  North  Carolina  di- 
rects that  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  to  be  elected  by 
the  legislature.  Upon  the  establishment  of  that  Court  in  1818  the 
law  provided  that  in  every  case  where  a  Judge  of  the  Court  had 
been  concerned  as  counsel  in  any  cause  previous  to  his  election, 
the  Governor  should  designate  some  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court 
to  sit  in  his  stead  in  such  cause.  But  after  the  lapse  of  one  or  two 
terms  in  which  the  law  was  allowed  operation,  the  objection  was 
taken  and  sustained  that  the  affirmative  prescription  of  a  mode  of 
appointment  in  the  Constitution  negatived  any  other  mode  of 
appointment. 

Test  oaths  are  a  common  resort  in  revolutions.  The  constitution 
of  South  Carolina  in  the  days  of  the  Pinckneys  and  Rutledges  had 
required,  that  any  person  chosen  or  appointed  to  office  before 
entering  on  its  duties  should  take  oath  affirming  that  he  would 
"to  the  best  of  his  abilities  discharge  the  duties  thereof,  and  pre- 
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serve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  this  State  and  of  the 
United  States." 

Her  nullification  convention  in  1833  adopted  the  theory  "that 
the  allegiance  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  while  they  continue  such, 
is  due  to  the  said  State,  and  obedience  only  and  not  allegiance  is 
due  by  them  to  any  other  power  or  authority  to  whom  a  control 
over  them  has  been  delegated  by  the  said  State,"  and  an  ordinance 
empowered  the  legislature  to  provide  for  the  administration  of 
oaths  to  the  citizens  and  officers  of  the  State,  "binding  them  to  the 
observance  of  such  allegiance,  and  adjuring  all  other  allegiance." 

And  the  legislature,  to  caiTy  out  the  theory  enacted,  "that  every 
officer  of  militia  hereafter  elected,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties 
of  his  office  shall,  in  addition  to  the  oaths  now  required  by  law, 

take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath;  I do  swear  that  I 

will  be  faithful  and  true  allegiance  bear  to  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,"  Mr.  McCrady^^s  was  elected  a  lieutenant  of  militia,  and 
being  refused  a  commission  unless  he  would  take  this  oath, 
brought  his  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  its  delivery,  because  the 
requirement  of  the  oath  was  unconstitutional,  and  void,  being 
incompatible  with  the  constitution  of  the  State  above  recited,  as 
well  as  with  that  of  the  United  States.  And  Judges  Johnson269  and 
O'Neal,270  (Union  men.  Harper,  nullifier,  dissenting)  held  with 
the  applicant  on  both  points.  The  act  of  the  legislature  was  de- 
clared void  upon  the  ground  that  it  undertook  to  add  to  the  oath 
of  fidelity  to  the  Government  of  the  State  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution. 


268  Edward  McCrady.  The  case  was  State  ex  relatione  Ed.  M'Cready  v.  B.  F.  Hunt 
(17  S.C.  291  [18,S4])  in  which  the  oath  was  held  unconstitutional.  William  Harper 
(1790-1847),  South  Carolina  lawyer,  legislator,  and  nullification  leader,  dissented 
with  an  opinion  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  powerful  statements  of  the  states'  rights 
doctrine.  Harper's  Memoir  on  Slavery  (1837)  is  one  of  the  most  important  proslavery 
arguments.  Concise  Dictionary  of  American  BiograpliyAOl. 

2«^  David  Johnson  (1782  1855),  a  native  of  Virginia,  moved  to  South  Carolina  in 
1789.  He  became  a  lawyer  and,  like  many  of  his  contemporaries,  entered  politics. 
Although  he  l)ecame  governor  of  South  C^arolina  in  1846,  his  career  as  an  independent 
jurist  was  most  notable.  As  presiding  judge  of  the  state  court  of  appeals,  he  declared 
the  nullification  act  unconstitutional.  He  was  sul)sequently  removed  from  office  for 
his  action.  National  Cyclopedia  of  American  Biography  ,XU,  170. 

270  John  Belton  O'Neall  (179:M86.?)  was  born  in  the  Newberry  District,  attended 
Newberi-y  Academy,  and  was  grachiated  from  South  Carolina  College  (now  the  Uni- 
versity of  South  Carolina)  in  1812.  He  rose  to  major  general  in  the  state  militia, 
served  in  three  state  legislatmes — two  as  speaker— was  a  long-time  jurist  including 
state  chief  justice,  and  was  author  of  The  Negro  Imw  of  South  Carolina  (1848)  and 
The  Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  South  Carolina  (two  volumes, 
1859).  He  was  an  active  chmchman  and  a  state  and  national  temperance  leader. 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XI\',  42-43. 
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This  the  legislature  could  not  do,  because  the  prescription  in 
the  organic  law  of  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  government  was  equiva- 
lent to  forbidding  any  other  oath  of  that  nature,  or  of  adding  to, 
or  varying  it;  though  the  legislature  might,  and  usually  did,  in 
addition  to  this,  require  an  oath  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  duties  of  office.  They  also  decided  that  the  ordinance  of  the 
convention  (it  being  a  body  of  limited  powers,  called  only  to  act 
on  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States)  gave  no  authority  to  the 
legislature  to  exact  the  oath  refused  by  the  applicants.  So  that  the 
Commission  was  directed  to  be  issued  to  McCrady  without  taking 
the  oath  imposed  by  the  law.  Can  human  ingenuity  discover  any 
difference  between  this  case  and  that  presented  under  the  law  of 
Congress?  Can  Congress  add  to,  or  detract  from,  the  oath  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  any  more  than  a  State 
legislature,  in  regard  to  that  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of  the 
State? 

The  legislature  of  Virginia  by  act,  once  required  her  public 
functionaries,  extending  to  advocates  at  the  bar,  to  take  an  oath 
that  they  had  not  engaged,  and  would  not  engage,  in  any  duel. 
Her  Courts  proceeded  to  enforce  this  law.  Mr.  B.  Watkins 
Leigh,27i  then  at  the  bar,  objected  to  it  as  applying  a  test  not  au- 
thorized by  the  Constitution,  and  in  an  argument  of  remarkable 
power,  so  demonstrated  it,  that  Chief  Justice  Roane,272  expressing 
the  opinion  of  the  Court,  declared  the  former  opinion  in  favor  of 
the  law  "an  off-hand  and  erroneous  one;"  and  no  further  required 
this  oath  of  any  practitioner  in  that  Court.  It  was  in  this  argument 
of  Mr.  Leigh  that  he  declares  that  "these  test  laws  were  the  first 
weapons  young  oppression  would  learn  to  handle;  weapons  the 
more  odious  since,  though  barbed  and  poisoned,  neither  strength 
nor  courage  was  requisite  to  wield  them." 


2^'  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh  (17H1  1849),  of  Virginia,  was  an  aristocrat  and  intellec- 
tual who  considered  himself  a  master  of  the  English  language.  He  graduated  from 
William  and  Maiy  C^ollege  (1802),  studied  law,  and  conducted  highly  successful 
practices  first  in  Petersburg  and  then  in  Richmond.  He  supervised  preparation  of 
the  Virginia  code  of  1819,  vvas  an  influential  member  of  the  \'irginia  legislature,  was 
commissioner  to  South  Carolina  in  18,S,S,  and  was  a  United  StatcN  senator  (18.S4-18.S6); 
he  chose  to  resign  rather  than  to  obey  instructions  from  the  state  legislature.  Dic- 
tionary of  American  Biography,  152-1.5S;  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1210. 

2^2  Judge  Spencer  Roane  (1762  1822),  of  Virginia,  attended  the  College  of  William 
and  Maiy  and  was  admitted  to  the  X'irginia  bar  in  1787.  He  seived  in  the  \'iiginia 
legislature  prior  to  launching  a  distinguished  career  as  jurist  in  1789.  Not  surpiis- 
ingly,  he  was  a  Jeffei^onian  strict  constructionist  in  constitutional  matters.  Roane 
believed  in  a  union  of  dignified  and  powerfid  states,  each  able  to  assuie  individual 
rights.  While  he  vvas  a  staunch  advocate  of  independence  and  supiemacy  for  the 
Virginia  judiciary,  he  vigorously  opposed  the  expansive  tendencies  of  the  Marshall 
Supreme  Court.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  W  ,&A2.-&^^. 
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Surely  the  opinions  of  these  great  Judges  are  of  weight  in  the 
decision  of  the  question  before  us,  and  their  example  of  openness 
to  conviction,  candor,  and  correction  of  preconceived  erroneous 
opinions,  is  worthy  of  imitation  by  all  whose  duty  shall  call  them 
to  its  consideration. 

The  Constitution  ordains  that  "each  house  shall  be  the  judge 
of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members." 
I  have  been  surprised  to  observe  that  some  well  informed  person 
supposed  from  this  clause  that  Congress  may  derive  power  to 
impose  the  oath  under  consideration.  It  confers  no  power  what- 
ever on  Congress  as  a  Legislature,  but  only  upon  each  House  as  a 
separate  body.  And  the  power  itself  is  not  to  make  laws,  but  to 
adjudge  the  cases  of  its  members;  to  ascertain  whether  they  have 
been  duly  elected  or  properly  returned  or  certified,  and  possess 
the  qualifications  laid  down  in  the  Constitution.  What  are  these 
qualifications?  Of  a  Senator,  that  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of 
thirty  years,  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  of  a 
representative,  that  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years,  been  seven  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that  each 
when  elected  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  in  which  he  shall 
be  chosen.  These  are  the  only  qualifications  of  a  member  com- 
mitted to  the  judgment  of  the  House  to  which  he  belongs.  All 
his  other  qualities,  his  grade  of  ability  or  intelligence,  his  identifi- 
cation in  interest  with  his  constituents,  his  past  history,  his  virtue 
or  his  patriotism  are  to  be  judged  of  by  his  electors,  and  from  him 
there  is  no  appeal.  As  Blackstone  tells  us,  that  subject  to  the  re- 
strictions and  disqualifications  which  he  enumerates,  of  the 
British  Constitution,  "Every  subject  of  the  realm  is  eligible  of 
common  right"  to  a  seat  in  Parliament.  It  has  been  the  pride  and 
boast  of  our  country  that  the  qualifications  were  so  limited  for  a 
member  of  Congress.  But  if  Congress,  as  a  body,  or  either  House, 
can  add  to  these  qualifications,  what  is  to  be  the  limit?  Is  it  not 
obvious  that  if  they  can  add  one,  they  can  add  one  hundred?  If 
they  can  require  that  a  member  shall  not  have  borne  arms  in  the 
Southern  Army,  or  otherwise  given  support  to  the  rebellion; 
(whether  this  is  proved  by  his  oath  or  his  refusal  to  be  sworn  can 
make  no  difference,)  can  they  not  likewise  require  that  he  shall 
have  served  at  least  two  years  in  the  army  of  the  United  States — 
possess  a  freehold,  or  be  without  property  altogether — have  taken 
a  collegiate  degree  from  Harvard,  Yale,  or  Princeton,  or  that 
neither  he  nor  his  ancestors  participated  in,  or  sympathized  with, 
the  whiskey  insurrection.  Burr's  conspiracy,  or  the  Hartford  Con- 
vention, or  any  other  test  that  the  majority  of  the  House,  no 
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matter  from  what  motive,  shall  impose?  What  a  weapon  would 
not  such  a  power  place  in  the  hands  of  faction,  where  a  President 
may  be  about  to  be  chosen  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  or 
other  important  measure  is  depending,  by  exacting  tests  which  it 
is  known  members  cannot  stand — a  sufficient  number  may  be 
cast  out  to  change  results,  and  attain  the  end  desired.  So  much  for 
the  power  to  judge  of  qualifications. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  a  gentleman  of  the  admitted  ability  and 
intelligence  of  Mr.  Botts  should  infer  such  a  power  from  the  in- 
hibition of  Congress  to  require  any  religious  test  as  a  qualifica- 
tion for  office;  at  the  end  of  the  clause  directing  that  its  members 
shall  be  bound  by  oath  to  support  the  Constitution.  He  argues 
that  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  other  restraint  in  connection  with  the 
oath,  Congress  may  demand  any  test  not  religious.  I  trust  I  have 
already  shewn  that  Congress  cannot  add  to  the  oath;  and  it  is  a 
misconception  to  suppose  that  a  provision  thrown  in  from  abun- 
dant caution — a  proviso,  as  it  were,  against  religious  tests  should 
enlarge  the  regulation  requiring  an  oath  into  a  power  to  apply 
tests  political  or  personal.  Having  mentioned  the  oath  which  is 
a  religious  ceremony  out  of  mere  jealousy,  or  to  allay  apprehen- 
sion, the  inhibition  was  added  against  religious  tests  at  that  time 
existing  in  England,  but  dreaded  and  hated  here.  Equally  fal- 
lacious and  untenable  is  another  principle  inserted  by  Mr.  Botts, 
that  an  unconstitutional  law  must  be  allowed  to  operate  until  it  is 
declared  void  by  the  Supreme  Court.  An  unconstitutional  law  is 
no  law,  and  affords  a  justification  for  nothing.  Even  homicide 
committed  in  resistance  to  it  is  no  murder.  The  most  important 
constitutional  question  decided  in  England  in  modern  times  be- 
ing on  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  impress  seamen  for  the  naval 
service,  was  adjudged  on  an  indictment  for  homicide  against 
Broadfoot,  a  sailor,  for  killing  one  of  a  press-gang  about  to  seize 
him  on  board  a  merchant  ship  for  service  in  the  military  marines. 
In  which  case  it  was  held  that  by  the  custom  of  the  realm,  which 
forms  the  Constitution  of  Great  Britain,  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment was  justified.  But  if  the  decision  had  been  otherwise, 
Broadfoot  would  have  been  guilty  of  no  crime. 

But  who  can  devise  a  process  to  present  the  case  of  a  member 
of  Congress,  under  the  test  law,  to  the  Supreme  Court?  What 
lawyer  can  pen  a  mandamus  against  the  Senate  or  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  on  a  matter  in  which  each  House  is  the  sole  and 
final  judge  of  the  whole  controversy  by  the  express  words  of  the 
Constitution. 
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But  "each  House  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings, 
punish  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and  with  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member."  This  is  the  warrant  with 
some  for  the  application  of  a  test  [oath,]  which  may  be  enforced 
under  penalty  of  expulsion. 

Here  again  is  no  power  granted  to  Congress  under  which  its 
two  houses  may  pass  a  law,  but  a  very  necessary  authority  is  con- 
ferred on  each  House  for  the  well  ordering  of  its  proceedings,  and 
the  discipline  of  its  members. 

Each  is  allowed  the  usual  parliamentary  authority  of  a  public 
body  by  this  clause,  and  have  the  power  to  expel  for  any  reasons 
they  deem  sufficient  if  two  thirds  concur,  and  it  will  be  nothing 
less  than  expulsion  if  elected  members  shall  be  denied  seats  as  pro- 
posed by  this  law.  But  it  is  well  settled  in  the  law  of  Legislative 
bodies,  that  they  have  no  right  to  expel  except  for  causes  arising 
after  a  member's  election.  As  to  everything  else,  it  is  purged  away 
by  the  judgment  and  choice  of  his  constituents,  and  if  the  body 
can  go  behind  this  and  raise  issues  as  to  his  previous  conduct  or 
career,  and  debar  a  member  on  such  grounds,  free  elections  are  at 
an  end.  Since  the  final  action  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
case  of  John  Wilkes,273  i  presume  this  is  beyond  controversy. 
He  was  expelled  [from]  the  House  in  1764  for  publishing  a  paper 
called  North  Briton,  in  which  were  severe  strictures  on  the  ad- 
ministration— ^re-chosen  at  the  next  election,  and  expelled  again 
for  the  same  cause  in  1769.  Reelected  again  within  a  month,  it 
was  resolved  that  his  seat  was  vacant  upon  the  ground  that  his 
former  expulsion  created  a  permanent  and  biding  disability, 
and  he  was  incapable  to  serve  as  a  member — re-elected  again  by  a 
great  majority,  but  his  competitor  having  some  200  votes  was  de- 
clared elected,  and  allowed  the  seat.  But  fourteen  years  afterwards, 
in  May  1783,  it  was  resolved  by  the  House  that  the  resolution 
declaring  Wilkes  incapable  to  serve  as  a  member  by  reason  of  his 
expulsion  from  the  previous  parliament,  should  be  expunged 
from  the  journals  of  the  House  as  being  subversive  of  the  rights 


273  John  Wilkes  (1727-1797)  was  a  controversial  English  political  figure  who  was 
arrested  for  having  libeled  George  III  in  "The  North  Briton."  He  pled  parliamentary 
privilege  and  was  freed;  later  he  collected  damages  for  false  arrest  from  Halifax,  the 
secretary  of  state.  Subsequently,  Wilkes  was  expelled  from  the  Parliament  and  out- 
lawed for  publishing  libels.  Briefly  imprisoned,  his  outlawry  was  reversed  and  in 
1774  he  resumed  his  seat  in  Parliament,  a  position  he  held  until  1790.  He  opposed 
the  war  against  the  British  North  American  colonies.  The  Concise  Dictionary  of 
National  Biography  (London:  Oxford  University  Press,  2  volumes,  1955  antl  1961), 
I,  1405,  hereinafter  cited  as  Concise  Dictionary  of  National  Biography. 
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of  the  whole  body  of  electors  of  this  kingdom.  Thus  affirming 
that  his  expulsion  created  no  disabiHty  and  that  his  old  offence  of 
seditious  libel  was  no  longer  cognizable  by  the  House  after  his 
election  which  ensued  the  publication.  In  our  Congress  Mr.  Gid- 
dings,274  of  Ohio,  was  expelled  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  1842  for  presenting  a  petition  or  proposition  for  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union,  returned  again  after  a  new  election,  and  resumed  his 
seat  without  question.  Other  precedents  might  be  cited  to  the 
same  effect. 

That  will  be  a  bold  majority  which,  after  due  consideration  of 
these  precedents,  shall  run  foul  of  the  sensibilities  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  electors  of  this  Ufiion,  by  the  exclusion  of  members 
for  acts  done  before  their  election  and  of  which  not  a  twentieth  of 
their  constituents  are  innocent. 

A  formal  repeal  of  this  law  is  not  necessary  to  render  it  nugatory 
so  far  as  relates  to  its  effect  on  members  of  Congress. 

It  has  been  dogma  of  some,  perhaps  of  a  party  in  this  country, 
that  one  Congress  cannot  bind  another  by  a  law.  Whether  or  not 
this  hypothesis  be  correct,  it  is  manifest  that  a  law  touching  the 
organization  of  either  House  has  no  sanction  for  its  enforcement, 
but  depends  on  the  will  of  the  majority  for  the  time  being. 

In  the  decennial  act  of  1842  for  the  appointment  of  representa- 
tives, was  a  provision  that  they  should  be  chosen  by  districts  in 
each  State.  This  was  opposed  as  a  dangerous  encroachment  on 
States  rights;  and  the  States  of  Missouri  and  New  Hampshire  each 
returned  members  to  the  next  succeeding  House  of  Representa- 
tives by  general  ticket.  Objection  was  taken  that  not  being  elected 
according  to  law  they  were  not  entitled  to  sit.  But  a  majority  de- 
termined to  disregard  the  law,  and  these  members  were  admitted 
and  held  their  seats  during  the  Congress. 

If  such  was  the  action  upon  a  law  undoubtedly  just,  expedient 
and  constitutional,  the  Act  under  discussion  can  hardly  be  ex- 
pected to  receive  more  respect,  if  either  House  shall  be  impressed 
with  the  views  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  maintain. 


2^^ Joshua  Reed  Gidclings  (1795-1864)  was  a  militant  abolitionist  congressman 
known  for  his  relentless  attacks  on  slaveholders  and  their  peculiar  institution.  His 
attitude  was  uncompromising  and  his  rhetoric  characterized  by  exaggeration  and 
bitterness.  A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  he  moved,  as  a  child,  first  to  New  York  before 
settling  in  Ohio,  the  valley  of  democracy.  His  long  service  in  Congress  (1838-1859) 
did  much  to  prepare  the  country  for  Lincoln's  Republican  administration.  A  Lincoln 
appointee,  he  was  a  consul  general  to  the  British  North  American  Provinces  (Canada) 
from  1861  until  his  death.  Concise  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  340;  Biographi- 
cal Directory  of  Congress,  942. 
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But  this  test  law  presents  matter  of  even  more  gravity  to  the 
President  than  to  Congress.  It  applies  to  all  office^  of  the  U.  S. 
elected  or  appointed;  and  it  might  have  been  earlier  mentioned 
in  these  remarks  as  susceptible  of  doubt  whether  a  member  of 
Congress  is  an  officer,  properly  so  called,  and  whether  the  Consti- 
tution does  not  recognize  a  difference  between  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives and  officers. 

But  the  appointees  of  the  President  are  unquestionably  officers. 
He  is  by  the  Constitution  the  grand  elector  of  the  nation  of  all 
officers  save  a  small  number,  subject  to  their  confirmation  by  the 
Senate.  They  are  required  by  the  Constitution  to  have  no  qualifi- 
cations except  what  he  may  deem  proper  in  the  individuals  he 
may  select.  Should  be  think  proper  to  nominate  to  office  a  person 
who  had  in  some  mode  or  other  given  countenance  or  encourage- 
ment to  the  rebellion,  and  the  nomination  should  be  confirmed 
by  the  Senate,  1  apprehend,  like  McCrady  at  Charleston,  such  a 
person  would  find  little  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  peremptory 
mandamus  for  the  delivery  of  his  commission,  and  the  payment 
of  his  salary,  when  it  should  fall  due,  the  President  being  incap- 
able of  restraint  on  his  constitutional  discretion  by  any  law  of 
Congress.  The  law,  therefore,  can  have  no  other  operation  in 
cases  of  appointment  than  the  President  of  his  own  free  will  shall 
yield.  It  has  no  force  upon  him  unless  he  shall  renounce  his  dis- 
cretionary prerogative  of  appointment,  and  his  power  to  grant 
full  pardon.  Neither  his  official  duty,  nor  an  enlightened  prece- 
dent requires  him  to  do  either.  There  is  a  wide  difference  between 
the  great  revolution  through  which  we  have  passed,  and  a  petty 
revolution.  When  whole  communities  become  criminals  but  re- 
turn again  to  duty,  pardon,  to  be  effectual  and  sanative,  must  not 
be  grudging  or  reluctant,  exchanging  penalties  upon  body  and 
goods  for  thraldom  on  the  mind  and  spirit,  impairing  self-esteem 
and  destroying  hope;  but  graceful  and  restorative.  If  victims  are 
demanded  for  the  sake  of  example,  let  the  sacrifices  be  made;  but 
in  the  exercise  of  rights  and  powers  under  the  Constitution  (and 
nothing  else  can  apply  to  the  Congress  or  the  President)  freedom 
and  equality  among  the  people  of  all  the  States  are  expected  as 
above  all  mere  laws;  and  by  their  observance  only,  can  there  be 
any  return  of  real  affection  and  harmony. 

Men  submit  patiently  to  proscription  in  the  mutations  of  party, 
but  proscription  under  the  sanction  of  law  creates  a  disregarded 
caste  which  will  but  wait  opportunity  to  seek  its  level  by  whatever 
means. 
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Again,  lucre  and  revenge  are  the  most  fruitful  sources  of  perjury, 
only  because  they  offer  the  most  frequent  temptations.  Ambition 
will  compete  with  them  both,  in  its  victims  with  a  wider  field  for 
its  operations.  What  allurements  will  not  be  held  out  by  the 
enforcement  of  this  law  by  the  unprincipled  and  untruthful,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  snares  laid  for  the  consciences  of  sluggish  and 
indifferent  natures,  who,  after  the  event,  readily  persuade  them- 
selves that  their  efforts  have  in  every  instance  been  the  result  of 
constraint.  As  philosophical  historians  have  remarked,  that  since 
mankind  are  ever  in  extremes,  when  rebellion  subsides  into 
obedience,  there  is  great  danger  that  obedience  will  sink  into 
servility. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  elaborate  these  reflections,  because 
I  apprehend  that  this  subject  has  received  but  little  consideration 
North  or  South;  and  that  the  public  press,  overlooking  the  spirit 
and  intention  of  the  law,  and  the  inevitable  injunctions  of  the  Con- 
stitution, is  contributing  but  little  to  its  elucidation.  Whilst  far 
from  advising  any  opposition  to  a  compliance  with  the  necessities 
of  our  situation,  or  desiring  to  thwart  the  policy  of  the  administra- 
tion in  the  re-establishment  of  our  relations  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment on  a  constitutional  footing,  I  would  not  have  the  people 
to  act  under  a  misapprehension  in  a  matter  of  so  much  impor- 
tance, and  voluntarily  to  renoimce  their  just  rights,  under  the 
delusive  representation,  that  if  they  insist  on  them,  they  will  be 
denied  a  participation  in  the  deliberations  of  Congress;  and  per- 
haps receive  other  wrongs  for  their  supposed  temerity.  I  wish  also 
to  attract  to  this  topic  the  consideration  of  the  Northern  mind, 
especially  that  portion  of  it  which  must  act  in  the  decision  of  the 
question.  In  a  somewhat  familiar  association  in  the  days  of  the 
Websters,  Woodburys,  Wrights,  Southards,  Sargents,  and  Mc- 
Leans, or  at  a  later  period  when  the  Fillmores,  Casses,  Douglasses, 
Corwins,  Sewards,  and  others  were  prominent  on  the  public  stage, 
I  did  not  discern  them  to  be  less  accessible  than  men  of  the  South, 
nor  more  impatient  of  opposition  and  remonstrance,  if  one  dif- 
fered with  them  on  a  public  question.  If,  in  the  long  quarrel 
about  slavery,  which  has  been  sedulously  cultivated  on  both  sides, 
as  the  most  available  theme,  in  one  aspect  or  another,  for  carrying 
Presidential  elections,  followed  by  a  fierce  and  lacerating  war,  the 
successors  of  these  Northern  gentlemen  have  been  acrimonious, 
resentful,  exacting,  or  domineering,  it  is  hoped  that  victory  in 
which  slavery  has  been  extinguished  will  have  rendered  them 
tolerant  and  placable,  and  that   the  impoverishment  and  ruin 
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which  have  overspread  the  South  will  have  satiated  every  feeling 
of  revenge;  and  that  when  the  representatives  of  the  whole  union 
shall  again  meet  in  Congress,  it  will  be  with  the  sincere  purpose 
of  cementing  friendships  broken  by  the  malign  influence  of  evil 
counselors,  not  to  avenge  feuds  or  retaliate  on  enemies.  However 
this  may  be,  I  trust  we  shall  not  lose  our  self-possession  or  our 
sense  of  the  dignity  of  the  State  and  the  constitutional  rights  of 
her  citizens,  by  a  willing  acquiescence  in  a  general  proscription. 
— Conscious  of  having  never  by  word  or  deed,  through  the  press, 
by  speech,  or  the  support  of  public  measures,  done  anything  to 
encourage  that  fatal  heresy,  party  madness  and  folly  which  are  the 
fruitful  source  of  our  present  calamities,  in  a  connection  with 
public  affairs  more  or  less  continuous  for  thirty  odd  years;  on  the 
contrary,  of  having  endeavored  by  every  means  at  my  com- 
mand to  counteract  and  prevent  them  in  1850  (when  by  the  course 
of  the  press  and  legislature,  the  work  of  secession  was  more  than 
half  accomplished),  as  well  in  1860-61,  until  the  only  alternative 
left  us  was  the  side  we  should  espouse  in  the  war  already  made — 
a  war  in  which  I  embarked  with  pain  and  reluctance,  with  no 
hope  of  preferment  or  advancement  to  me  or  mine,  but  deter- 
mined to  bear  my  part  in  it  without  stain  or  treachery  or  evasion, 
I  feel  it  not  presumptuous  to  present  my  views  freely,  in  the  wreck 
which  has  ensued,  on  the  course  now  leading  to  re-union  and 
harmony.  There  are  those  among  my  associates  in  public  employ- 
ment, who  will  recognize  in  them  the  unchanged  opinions  of  one, 
who  was  esteemed  too  Northern  in  sentiment  for  the  fiery  zealots 
who  thought  it  their  especial  prerogative  to  defend  and  take  care 
of  slavery;  while  he  will  perchance  be  deemed  too  Southern  and 
even  rebellious  by  their  counterparts  at  the  North,  whose  politics 
were  built  upon  its  overthrow.  Truth,  justice,  and  the  right  read- 
ing of  the  Constitution,  lie  between  these  extremes,  and  happy 
will  be  the  country  if  it  can  discard  the  dogmas  of  both.  No  harm 
at  least,  can  result  from  frank  explanations,  which  may  result  in 
conviction  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  and  the  promotion  of 
better  feelings.  With  these  our  quarrel  on  the  question  in  issue 
may  be  composed,  and  the  threatened  ostracism  converted  into 
an  ovation. 

Respectfully  yours, 
W.  A.  Graham. 

Wm.  E.  Pell,  Esq. 
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William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain     A&H:  SWAIN 
[Fragment] 

Hillsboro', 

October   16th.,    1865. 

I  am  much  obliged  for  your  note  by  George.  Mr.  Turner  has 
not  yet  returned,  tho'  I  had  one  or  two  short  notes  from  him  while 
in  Washington.  1  received  on  Saturday  a  letter  from  the  Chief 
Clerk  in  the  State  Department,  acknowledging,  in  the  absence  of 
the  Secretary,  a  note  I  recently  addressed  to  him,  asking  that  he 
would  bring  my  Petition  to  the  consideration  of  the  President, 
saying  that  the  note  had  been  referred  to  the  Attorney  General. 
The  coldness  both  of  the  President  &:  Secretary  in  regard  to  me, 
as  manifested  in  the  interviews  with  you,  but  accord  with  the 
suspicion  I  formerly  expressed  to  you,  that  I  had  been  the  subject 
of  special  communication  between  the  former  and  the  Prov. 
Gov'r,  and  marked  for  proscription.  There  has  been  so  much 
prevarication  by  the  latter  in  regard  to  my  case,  that  no  reliance 
is  due  his  statements.  He  has  said  to  more  than  one  person,  that 
he  had  recommended  my  application,  and  manifested  a  desire  for 
my  pardon,  and  I  was  not  assured  of  the  want  of  truth  in  this,  un- 
till  Mr.  Turner  discovered  it  in  Washington.  To  some  persons  he 
has  said,  that  1  was  not  a  proper  delegate  to  the  Convention,  in 
consequence  of  one  or  more  letters  I  had  written  you,  expressing 
aversion  to  the  policy  of  the  President;  to  Capt.  Berry  he  has  re- 
cently said,  that  Mr.  Gilmer275  and  myself  had  held  out  too  long 
for  the  war;  but  that  he  had  written  Mr.  Laws  that  I  could  be  par- 
doned in  time  to  take  a  seat  in  the  Legislature,  but  had  rec'd  no 
reply.  I  don't  know  what  reply  he  expected,  as  his  letter  was  an 
answer  to  one  he  rec'd  of  Laws,  urging  action  on  the  subject.  In 
this,  as  in  the  whole  conduct  of  his  office,  he  has  been  looking  to 
personal  feeling,  and  the  chances  of  imposing  obligations. 

Our  Convention,  I  suppose  under  "military  necessity,  "  as  they 
imagined,  have  thought  proper  to  remove  all  doubt  upon  the 
question  of  persons  unpardoned,  by  disfranchising  us  effectually 
in  the  election  for  the  Legislature.  This  may,  in  some  degree,  re- 
lieve the  Gov'r  of  the  odium  which  has  been  settling  on  him  in 


27^  John  A.  Gilmer  wrote  Vance  on  October  14,  1865,  that  "Gov.  Graham  is  much 
excited  that  such  men  as  Bridges,  Arrington,  Brown,  Judge  Ruffin,  etc.,  should  be 
pardoned  at  once,  and  his  application  and  others  shoukl  be  suspended."  John  A. 
Gilmer  to  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  October  14,  1865,  Zebulon  B.  Vance  Papei>>,  State 
Department  of  Cultural  Resources,  Raleigh,  hereinafter  cited  as  Vance  Papei^. 
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consequence  of  his  traffic  in  pardons.  But  if  Mr.  Worth,  or  any 
other  respectable  opponent  shall  allow  the  use  of  his  name,  I 
doubt  whether  the  Gov'rs  policy  will  not  be  found  to  have  beaten 
him.  The  presumption  of  Powell  in  provoking  the  exposure  of 
Mordecai  and  Hawkins,276  will  do  him  no  good.  The  interven- 
tion of  a  "go-between"  in  this  business  is  without  creditable 
excuse.277 

I  have  sent  a  communication  to  the  Sentinel  on  the  test  oath, 
which  I  will  thank  you  to  read.  Both  the  Standard  and  Progress, 
with  Executive  approbation,  are  evidently  pleased  with  the  ex- 
clusions desired,  to  be  effected  by  this  measure,  and  I  thought  it 
a  duty  to  vindicate  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  State  in  the 
premises,  and  shew  the  extent  of  the  proscription  effected  by  it. 

I  shall  leave  tomorrow  to  spend  a  week  on  the  Catawba,  and 
endeavour  to  arrange  my  affairs  there.  I  think  it  probable  I  shall 
not  retain  any  of  my  negroes  in  S.C.  If  Gen'l  Howard278  had  given 
me  the  opportunity  to  speak  without  danger  of  arrest,  (as  was  done 
to  Messrs.  Reade  k  Dockery  recently)  I  should  have  told  him  that 


2^^  George  W.  Mordecai  and  William  J.  Hawkins,  prominent  Raleigh  professional 
and  business  men,  went  to  Washington  to  determine  the  status  of  their  applications 
for  pardon,  only  to  find  that  no  record  of  them  could  be  foimd  in  the  attorney 
general's  office.  I  hey  filed  new  applications  which  were  presented  directly  to 
President  Johnson.  To  the  chagrin  of  Holden  and  Powell,  Johnson  pardoned  them. 
Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina,  114. 

2^^  William  A.  Graham  might  well  have  found  a  "go-between"  useful  since  Holden 
and  Powell  were  apparently  determined  to  thwart  his  application  for  pardon.  For  a 
contemporary  comment  see  David  L.  Swain  to  Zebidon  B.  Vance,  December  4,  1865, 
Vance  Papers. 

278  Oliver  Otis  Howard  (18,S0-1909),  of  Maine,  was  at  this  fime  commissioner  of 
the  Freedmen's  Bureau.  A  graduate  of  Bowdoin  College  and  the  United  States 
Military  Academy  (fourth  in  the  class  of  1854),  he  had  risen  from  colonel  to  brevet 
major  general  dunng  the  Civil  War.  He  fought  in  First  and  Second  Manassas,  the 
Peninsula  Campaign,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chan  cell  orsville, 
Gettysburg,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionaiy  Ridge,  and  in  the  Atlanta  Campaign.  In 
several  instances  Howard  was  described  as  indecisive  and  insubordinate,  but  was 
given  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Tenn.  In  May,  1865,  he  was  appointed  com- 
missioner of  the  Freedmen's  Biueau.  He  was  destined  to  be  a  very  controversial 
figme,  despite  his  genuine  concern  about  blacks.  Howaril  lacked  the  administrative 
capacity  to  prevent  corruption  in  the  Freedmen's  Bineau,  although  he  was  not 
pei>sonally  guilty  of  misconduct.  He  founded  Howard  University  for  Negroes  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  serving  as  its  president  from  1869  to  1874.  Subsequently,  Howard 
continued  his  career  in  the  regidar  army.  He  was  peace  commissioner  to  the  Apaches 
and  fought  in  the  Indian  Wars  of  the  1870s  which  he  describetl  in  such  books  as 
My  Life  and  Experiences  among  Our  Hostile  Indians  (1907)  and  Famous  Indian 
Chiefs  I  Have  Known  (1908).  Before  retiring  as  major  general,  USA,  in  1894.  he  was 
awarded  the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  for  bvavery  at  Fair  Oaks  (October,  1864). 
After  his  retirement  Howard  was  active  in  religious  and  educational  projects  as  well 
as  Republican  politics.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  IX,  279-281;  Boatner, 
Civil  War  Dictionary,  4I.S-414. 
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the  whole  poHcy  in  regard  to  negroes  commenced  in  error.  Instead 
of  beginning  immediately  after  emanicpation  by  talking  of 
schools,  equality  with  whites,  Sc  other  political  topics,  to  a  people 
without  bread,  or  a  place  to  lay  their  heads,  they  should  have  been 
told  that  their  interest  and  duty  required  of  them,  first,  to  get  a 
livelihood,  by  honest  means,  that  labor  was  their  only  capital. 
That,  by  applying  this  with  diligence,  they  could  get  a  living, 
and  not  much  more,  in  this  Country.  That  such  of  them  that 
prospered  might,  when  they  reached  a  state  of  comfort,  educate 
their  children,  and  expect  to  elevate  them,  but  not  till  then.  In- 
stead of  this,  they  are  impressed  with  the  belief  that  their  only 
care  should  be  to  rise  in  the  world.  As  to  the  foundation  of  an 
independent  living,  that  is  grovelling  and  savors  of  slavery. 

Open  Letter  to  "T.  H.  Hughes,  et  als."279 
from  William  A.  Graham. 

Hillsboro', 

October     18th.,     1865. 

gentlemen: 

Yours,  expressing  your  wish  to  vote  for  the  Hon.  Josiah  Turner, 
Jr.,  as  the  representative  in  Congress  from  this  district,  and  asking 
my  opinion  as  to  his  eligibility,  the  doubt  arising  ft^om  his  not 
having  yet  received  the  pardon  of  the  President,  has  been  re- 
ceived. 

I  doubt  not,  that  the  President  has  as  little  disposition  as  he  has 
power  to  interfere  in  the  case.  Membership  in  Congress  can  pre- 
sent no  question  for  the  President.  Each  House  is,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, the  sole  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications 
of  its  members.  And  if  a  representative  be  25  years  of  age,  has  been 
seven  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  be  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  an  inhabitant  of  the  State,  he  has  all  the  qualifications 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution;  and  there  is  no  power  or  authority 
that  can  require  any  others.  I  have  recently  endeavored  to  demon- 
strate this  in  a  paper  published  in  the  Raleigh  Sentiyiel,  of  this 
date.280  As  to  a  pardon,  I  presume  it  is  only  necessary  that  the  Presi- 
dent shall  have  leisure  to  consider  the  case  of  Mr.  Turner,  to  ob- 
tain that.  Certainly  no  citizen  of  this  State  has  shown  more  vigor- 


'-^^^  From  the  Raleigh  Sentinel,  October  2:^,  1H65. 

2^"  I  he  paper  to  which  Graham  refers  appeared  in  the  Raleigh  Register,  October 
16,1865. 
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ous  opposition  to  the  whole  secession  movement,  or  conducted 
himself  in  a  more  manly  and  patriotic  manner  throughout  the 
war.  I  have  recently  seen  a  letter  from  a  high  official  in  Virginia, 
stating  that  "a  special  appeal  had  been  made  to  the  President"  by 
Gov.  Pierpont,  Treasurer  Smith,28i  C.  H.  Lewis,282  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  several  other  influential  citizens  of  that 
State,  who  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Turner,  and  witnessed 
his  course  in  the  Confederate  Congress,  praying  an  immediate 
grant  of  his  pardon. 283 

I  am,  with  high  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
WM.  A.  GRAHAM. 

Patrick  H.  Winston,  Jr.,  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Raleigh, 

October  18th.,  1865. 

My  dear  Governor 

Turner  is  again  here. 

Holden  is  making  a  formidable  show  among  the  members  of 
the  Convention,  but  we  are  gaining  ground  on  them. 

Dan'l  Russell284  [^  [q^  Worth. 

Clark,285  in  the  New  Berne,  Haynes286  in  the  Davidson,  and 
Ramsay287  in  the  Salisbury  districts  are  avowed  Worth  candidates 
for  Congress.  Stubbs288  will  be  the  same  in  the  Edenton  District. 


281  Francis  Lee  Smith  (1808-1877)  was  a  native  of  Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  who 
read  law  with  the  eminent  jurist  Beverly  1  ucker.  After  practicing  some  years  in 
Kentucky,  Smith  returned  to  Virginia  in  1842  antl  settled  in  Alexandria  antl  later 
Richmond.  A  Unionist  who  went  with  his  state,  he  was  a  city  councilman  and  state 
legislator.  At  the  time  of  this  letter  Smith  was  treasurer  of  the  restored  government 
of  Virginia.  Tyler,  Virginia  Biography,  111,375-376. 

2^2  Charles  Hance  Lewis  (I).  1816),  of  Virginia,  after  a  liberal  and  legal  education, 
established  a  law  practice  in  Staunton.  His  literary  inclinations,  however,  led  him  to 
establish  a  weekly  newspaper  at  Martinsburg  and  to  write  for  various  periodicals.  In 
1864  he  was  named  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  in  the  restored  government  of 
Virginia,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  the  military  government  took  control  of  the 
state  under  the  Congressional  Reconstruction  Acts.  From  1870  to  1874  Lewis  was 
United  States  miJiister  to  Portugal.  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography,  XH,  12L 

28.3  Nearly  a  year  later  Holden  pid)lished  this  Ciraham  letter  in  the  North  Carolina 
Standard  (August  25,  1566)  along  witTi  a  telegram  he  sent  to  President  Andrew 
Johnson  in  which  he  contended  that  Graham's  "taking  this  view  does  not  show  a 
good  spirit. " 

284  Daniel  Lindsay  Russell,  a  former  Whig  of  Brunswick  County. 

285  Charles  C.Clark. 

286  Levvis  Hanes. 

287  James  Graham  Ramsay. 

288  Jesse  R.  Stubbs,  of  Martin  County,  was  a  lawyer  and  Whig  politician.  He  was 
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Gen'l  Dockery,289  as  I  understand  him,  is  for  Worth.  He  pledged 
me  his  word  that  he  would  not  vote  nor  act  against  Worth. 

You  must  go  very  soon  to  Davidson,  Chatham,  Granville,  if  you 
can,  and  indeed  everywhere. 

Work,  write,  talk,  act. 

Quickness,  energy  and  strong  blows  are  wanted. 

Holden  yesterday  had  Maj.  Husted  ordered  out  of  the  State 
library,  where  alone  Holden's  record  is  to  be  found. 

I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  Worth's  election  if  you  will 
give  us  your  whole  weight  to  help  us. 

William  M.  Poisson^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Wilmington,  N.C., 
October  20th.,  1865. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  editorial  which  appeared  in  this 
morning's  issue  of  the  "Daily  Journal"  (the  strongest  democrat 
paper  in  the  State)  in  which  you  are  strongly  recommended  for 
Governor.  You  are  the  choice  of  both  parties  in  our  section,  and 
I  do  hope  that  you  will  regard  the  wishes  of  the  people  and  be- 
come a  candidate.  There  are  several  reasons  why  I  desire  to  sup- 
port you,  and  to  see  you  elected.  In  the  first  place,  I  think  the 
State  would  be  disgraced  by  the  election  of  Holden.  Secondly, 
you  are  the  very  man  for  the  place  (in  our  present  situation)  and 
thirdly,  the  benefit  that  will  be  derived  to  our  Whig  party.  The 
dispatch  in  its  issue  this  morning  contains  an  article  over  the 
signature  of  North  Carolina,  which  contains  the  following. 

"The  people  want  a  man  for  Gov'r  whose  past  career  will  fur- 
nish a  guarantee  for  the  future — a  man  whose  probity  of  character, 
and  powers  of  intellect  would  be  a  source  of  pride  to  them, — one 
in  whom  they  can  place  the  fullest  reliance  without  fear  that  they 
may  be  betrayed.  This  man  is  Wm.  A.  Graham.  From  the  moun- 

a  state  senator  (1860-1862  and  1864-1865)  and  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  1865.  Stubbs  was  also  elected  to  Congress  in  1865  but  was  not  seated. 
Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  /975,  695,  888;  Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North 
Carolina,  140  n. 

28y  Alfred  Dockery  (1797-1875),  a  Richmond  Comity  planter,  was  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  1822;  state  Senate,  1836-1844;  United  States  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 1845-1847  and  1851-185.S;  and  an  unsuccessful  Whig  candidate  for  governor 
in  1854.  He  was  the  father  of  Oliver  Hart  Dockery.  Biographical  Directory  of  Con- 
gress, 817 . 

290  vvilliam  M.  Poisson,  of  Wilmington,  was  general  ticket  agent  of  the  Wilmington 
and  Weldon  Railroad. 
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tains  to  the  sea-coast,  he  retains  the  fullest  confidence  of  all  the 
people.  Possessed  of  rare,  discriminating  powers  of  mind,  he  can 
readily  grasp  the  situation  of  affairs,  and  with  a  firm  and  steady 
hand,  guide  the  State  once  more  into  the  broad  road  of  prosperity. 
Firm  in  judgment,  slow  but  sure  in  forming  opinions,  he  would 
give  tone  and  weight  to  the  office  of  Governor,  and  elevate  by  his 
course  his  afflicted  State  to  that  high  rank  which  she  once  so 
proudly  held.  With  Gov.  Graham  presiding  over  her  destinies, 
the  people  of  the  State  would  take  new  heart,  and  press  eagerly 
forward  to  the  work  of  reconstruction,  feeling  assured  that  while 
no  factious  opposition  would  be  made,  not  a  jot  or  tittle  of  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  State  would  be  abated.  It  is  true  that 
Mr.Graham  has  not  yet  been  pardoned,  but  that  can  be  no  longer 
urged  in  opposition,  since  the  course  of  President  Johnson  in  the 
recent  election  in  Mississippi.  There  Genl  Humphreys,29i  of  the 
late  Confederate  Army,  was  elected  Governor,  but  being  unpar- 
doned, much  fear  was  entertained  that  he  would  not  be  allowed 
to  take  his  seat.  But  President  Johnson,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the 
election,  forwarded  to  him  his  pardon,  giving  another  instance 
of  his  good  wishes  towards  the  Southern  people.  And  now,  if  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Graham  meets  with  your  approval,  Messrs. 
Editors,  hoist  his  name  upon  your  banner,  and  the  people  will 
ratify  at  the  election  the  choice  of  the  Candidate.  This  will  be 
their  duty  and  their  pleasure."  Now,  sir,  although  an  entire 
stranger  to  you,  I  have  written  to  you  to  beseech  you  to  yield  to 
the  wishes  of  the  people  and  the  interests  of  your  State  in  this 
matter.  Will  you  serve  if  elected?  May  I  offer  your  name  for  Gov- 
ernor? Please  let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  elec- 
tion  is  rapidly  approaching.   Please  write   to   Mr.   Pell,   Editor 


291  Benjamin  Grubb  Humphreys  (1808-1882),  a  native  of  Claiborne  County,  Missis- 
sippi, attended  West  Point  but  did  not  graduate.  He  returned  to  Mississippi  where 
he  practiced  law  and  served  infrequently  in  the  state  legislature.  A  Union  Whig, 
Humphreys  opposed  secession  but  entered  Confederate  military  service  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Civil  War.  He  rose  from  colonel  of  the  Mississippi  Twenty-first 
Regiment  to  brigadier  general.  He  commanded  the  militai^y  district  in  southern 
Mississippi  at  war's  end. 

After  a  hotly  contested  gubernatorial  race  in  which  he  favored  admitting  Negro 
testimony  in  state  courts,  Humphreys  was  inaugurated  a.s  Mississippi's  chief  executive 
in  October,  1865.  He  served  until  his  administration  was  overturned  by  radical 
reconstruction,  and  was  defeated  when  he  sought  reelection  as  a  Democrat  in  1868. 
As  governor,  besought  the  withdrawal  of  federal  troops,  worked  to  disarm  freedmen, 
and  opposed  Negro  suffrage  and  the  Fourteenth  Amendment.  He  did,  however, 
advocate  relaxing  the  Black  Codes  of  1865.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  IX, 
372-373. 


418  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

"Sentinel"  at  Raleigh,  (should  you  consent)  and  get  him  to  an- 
nounce it  also.  Please  write  him  by  the  same  mail  as  myself,  should 
you  consent.  You  might  send  a  copy  of  the  letter  also  by  Express, 
as  the  mails  these  days  are  so  irregular  and  unreliable,  and  the 
time  before  the  election  so  short. 

Please  excuse  me  for  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  thus  addressing 
you,  and  believe  me  to  be  your  friend  and  serv't, 

In  great  haste.  - 

Frederick  D.  Poisson^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Wilmington,  N.C., 
October  20th,.  1865. 

It  is  the  universal  desire  of  the  people  of  my  section  that  you 
should  become  a  candidate  for  governor  at  the  ensuing  election, 
and  many,  knowing  that  I  had  the  honor  of  your  personal  acquain- 
tance, have  requested  me  to  write  you,  urging  the  matter  upon 
you.  They  have  no  confidence  in  the  gentlemen  whose  names  have 
been  presented  for  their  consideration,  and  feel  at  this  crisis  that 
they  have  the  right  to  call  upon  you  to  serve  them  once  more,  as 
you  have  so  often,  and  so  ably,  done  before.  I  know  well  that  at 
this  juncture  the  private  affairs  of  all  our  citizens  need  their  ut- 
most attention,  but  your  State,  for  which  you  have  made  so  many 
sacrifices,  and  whose  interests  you  have  upheld  with  so  much 
ability,  demands  yet  another  sacrifice  from  you.  We  believe  that 
there  is  great  hope  that,  under  your  administration,  our  loved 
State  may  once  more  arise  from  the  ashes  of  desolation,  and  re- 
sume her  proud  position  among  the  "Sisterhood  of  States."  Yield 
then,  sir,  to  our  earnest  solicitations  and  add  to  that  large  debt  of 
gratitude  which  we  owe  you  for  services  so  often  rendered,  and 
can  never  repay,  save  by  our  respect  and  admiration.  I  have  read 
with  admiration  your  most  convincing  letter  against  the  "Test 
Oath;"  and  am  brought  to  the  conclusion  that  unless  Radicalism 
is  a  disease  inherent  in  the  Northern  mind,  they  will  be  forced  by 
the  power  of  your  argument  to  strike  it  from  the  Statute  Book. 


292  Piedeiick  D.  Poisson  was  a  Wilmington  lawyer.  Sprnnt,  Cape  Fear  Chronicles, 
567. 
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Daniel  M.  Barringer^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  a&H 

Raleigh, 

October  20th.,  1865. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  the  expression  of  my  great  satisfaction  in 
reading  your  very  conclusive,  able,  manly,  &:  patriotic  argument 
on  the  ''Test  Oath." 

In  these  lamentable  times  of  political  degeneracy,  it  is  refresh- 
ing and  encouraging  to  find  such  a  document  in  the  public  press. 

I  need  not  say  more,  except  to  express  the  hope  that  your  admi- 
rable letter  may  be  largely  circulated,  and  have  a  beneficial  effect 
on  the  Northern  mind,  as  1  am  sure  it  will  here  in  the  South. 

I  am  gradually,  but  slowly,  recovering  ftom  the  effects  of  my 
serious  accident  on  the  Rail  Road,  and  can  now  walk  about  on 
crutches. 

Jonathan  Worth  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Raleigh, 

October  23rd.,  1865. 

The  great  body  of  the  State,  not  neutralized,  bought  up,  or 
intimidated  by  the  patronage  of  the  Gov'r,  is  for  me.  These 
three  classes  are  numerous.  I  am  not  informed  of  a  single  man  of 
prominence  in  Granville  who  supports  me.  I  have  not  heard  from 
Amis.294  Judge  Gilliam^^s  is  paralyzed,  Grissom^^^  against  me.  I 
am  persuaded  that  you  could  do  much  for  me,  and,  as  I  hope,  for 
the  country,  by  a  speech  in  Granville. 


^^^  Daniel  Moreau  Barringer  was  a  former  Whig  and  associate  of  Graham. 

2^^  James  S.  Amis  served  Granville  County  in  the  state  legislature  in  1850,  1852, 
1854,  1862  and  1864.  Granville  County  was  represented  in  the  convention  by  Tazewell 
Lee  Hargrove,  Stephen  Samuel  Hargrove,  antl  Abraham  Watkins  Venable.  Connor, 
Manual,  1913,  624;  McCormick,  Convention  Personnel,  42,  69-70,  85-86. 

2«5  Robert  B.  Gilliam  (1805-1870),  of  Oxford,  was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  a  prominent  attorney,  and  an  interested  Whig  politician.  He  was 
a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1835,  frequently  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  (speaker  of  the  Conmions  in  1848  and  1862),  and  a  superior  court 
judge.  He  was  elected  to  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives  in  1870  but 
died  before  taking  office.  He  was  a  trustee  of  his  alma  mater  for  thirty  yeai^.  Graham 
and  Gilliam  often  corresponded  regarding  political  affairs.  Spencer  Alumni  Project; 
Connor,  Ma/ma/,  79/ ?,  449, 472-473,  880. 

2^6  £)j    Eugene  Grissom. 
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Patrick  H.  Winston,  Jr.,  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Kittrell's, 

October  23rd.,  1865. 

Dear  Governor, 

Franklin  will  give  Worth  a  maj.  of  700  to  800  over  Holden. 
Warren  will  go  entirely  for  Worth,  except  about  ten  votes.  Gran- 
ville will  give  Worth  a  majority.  You  ought  to  write  to  J.  S.  Amis 
at  once.  His  office  is  Oxford. 

In  the  first  District  the  following  men,  delegates  in  Convention, 
aid  Worth.  Stubbs,  Johnston297  of  Washington,  McClees,298  Win- 
burne,299  Willey,3oo  Cowper,30i  Jarvis,302  Ferebee,  and  Spencer.^os 


287  J    c    Johnston,  of  Washington  County,  was  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional 

Convention  of  1865.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  191  h  904. 

2^^  Charles  McCleese,  of  Tyirell  County,  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  1865,  had  long  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citi/ens.  He  had  repre- 
sented his  county  in  the  House  of  Commons,  18:U  1835,  18.S8-1842,  1848  1850,  1860- 
1862,  and  in  the  state  Senate,  1852-1856,  1862-1864,  1864-1865.  Connor,  North  Caro- 
lina Manual,  797?,  82.S-824,  902. 

2**^  Robert  Henry  Winborne  (1826-1898),  of  Chowan  County,  represented  his 
coimty  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1865.  A  graduate  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  he  was  a  physician.  Spencer  Aliunni  Project;  Connor,  North  Caro- 
lina Manual,  1913 ,  87  .S. 

.300  Heniy  VVilley  represented  Gates  County  in  the  ConstitiUional  Convention  of 
1865.  He  was  a  state  senator  from  the  Chowan-Gates  (Hstrict,  1848-1856,  and  1866- 
1868.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  7975,560,880. 

3"!  Richard  G.  Cowper,  of  Hertford  County,  was  a  state  senator  (1844-1848,  1852- 
1854,  1856-1860,  1865-1866)  and  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1865. 
Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  191  ?,  65.S,  884. 

302  North  Carolinian  Thomas  Jordan  Jarvis  (1836-1915)  was  given  his  early  educa- 
tion by  his  father,  a  Methcxlist  minister,  and  was  a  graduate  of  Randolph-Macon 
College    (1860).    Following   Confederate  military  service,   he   was   a    member   of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1865;  he  established  an  eastern  North  Carolina  legal 
practice  and   became  a  highly  successful  politician.  Jarvis  served  as  a  Democratic 
representative  to  the  state  legislature  in  1868  and  1870,  where  he  favored  ratification 
of  the  Fifteenth  Amenchnent.  However,  he  contested  every  move  of  the  Republican 
state  government  in  his  various  posts — as  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1875;  as   lieutenant  governor,    1877-1879;    as  governor,    1879-1885,   a  position   in 
which  he  promoted  public  education,  industrial  development,  railroad  construction, 
and   relief  of  the  imfortunate;   as   United  States   minister  to  Brazil,  1885-1889;   and, 
upon    the   death    of  Zebulon    B.    Vance,   briefly   as    United   States  senator.   A   plain, 
unassuming  man,  sound   if  not   brilliant,  Jarvis  was  deeply  interested  in  his  fellow 
man.   He  did   much   to  allay   racial   antagonisms   in   North   Carolina.   Dictionary'   of 
American  Biography,  IX,  62.3-624;  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1117. 

.30.3  Jones  Spencer,  of  Hyde  County.  C^onnor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,  884. 
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Conigland304  and  Brickle^os  are  no  doubt  so. 

In  the  first  district  Worth  will  beat  Holden  badly. 

Dockery  is  not  for  Holden.  He  told  me  he  would  not  vote  nor 
act,  against  Worth.  Unless  some  telegram  comes  fi^om  W.  City  de- 
manding Holden's  election,  Worth  will  beat  him  badly. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  you  will  aid  us  with  your  whole  power. 

How  does  Mr.  Phillips  stand} 

Every  Candidate  in  this  Co.,  and  they  are  legion,  are  Worth. 

Help  the  Worth  men  everywhere. 

I  keep  writing  to  let  you  know  what  is  going  on. 

Both  old  parties  here,  are  united  on  Worth. 

[P.S.]  Attend  to  the  Mountain  District.  Can't  you  drop  a  note  to 
Rich'd  H.  Smith,306  or  Mason  L.  Wiggins,  Halifax? 

Edwin  G.  Reade  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Roxboro', 

October  31st.,  1865. 
The  Convention  made  it  my  duty,  as  President,  to  communicate 
with  the  President  of  U.S.  about  some  half  dozen  matters.  In  each 
case  I  prepared  a  short  letter,  &  left  them  with  the  Clerk,  with 
instructions  to  send,  with  the  letters,  copies  of  the  several  matters. 
I  did  not  infer  from  the  action  of  the  Convention  that  anything 
more  was  expected.  After  getting  home,  I  received  the  accompany- 
ing letter  from  Mr.  Badger.  I  have  not  all  the  resolutions  and  ordi- 
nances before  me.  By  reference  to  such  as  I  have,  (published  in  the 
newspapers)  I  find  the  language  of  one  is,  that  I  shall  "transmit," 

^^  Edward  Conigland  (1819-1877),  of  Halifax  County,  was  a  native  of  Ireland  who 
settled  in  North  Carolina  in  1844.  He  was  an  able  lawyer.  He  represented  his  county 
in  the  Convention  of  1865  where  he  took  a  leading  part,  especially  in  opposition  to 
repudiation  of  the  Confederate  debt.  A  powerful  speaker,  he  was  one  of  the  defense 
counsels  in  the  Holden  impeachment  trial.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913, 
883;  Hamilton,  Reconstruction  In  North  Carolina,  121,  129,  547,  549,  551;  William 
Cicero  Allen,  History  of  Halifax  County  (Boston:  The  Cornhill  Company,  1918), 
194-195,  hereinafter  cited  as  Allen,  History  of  Halifax  County. 

305  w.W.  Brickell,  of  Halifax  County .Coi^nov,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,  ^^?>. 

306  Richard  Henry  Smith  (1812-1893),  of  Halifax  County,  scion  of  the  plantation 
aristocracy,  attended  the  local  academies,  graduated  from  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  in  1832,  and  read  law  with  Edward  Hall  of  Warrenton.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  but  upon  his  retiun  to  Halifax  County  the  practice  of  law  was  subordinated 
to  his  agricultural  pursuits.  His  ability  as  an  agriculturist  was  widely  recognized. 
Although  Smith  was  not  particularly  interested  in  politics,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Commons  (1848-1850,  1852-1856)  and  a  delegate  to  the  conventions  of  1861  and  1865. 
He  was  an  ardent  Southern  rights  man  but  supported  the  Union  so  long  as  that 
position  was  feasible.  The  war  left  this  once  wealthy  man  nearly  bankrupt,  except 
for  the  land  which  he  continued  to  farm.  Allen,  History  of  Halifax  County,  209-212; 
McCormick,  Convention  Personnel,  76. 
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of  another,  that  I  shall  "Present,"  &:  of  another  that  I  shall  "re- 
quest the  President,"  etc.,  etc. 

The  matters,  as  well  as  I  remember  them,  are;  "For  a  general 
amnesty,"  "For  removal  of  negro  troops,"  "To  proclaim  N.C.  in 
the  Union,"  "Resolutions  of  thanks,"  "Copy  of  Constitution  with 
amendments,  ordinances,  "  etc.,  etc 

I  do  not  want  to  leave  anything  undone  that  ought  to  be  done, 
Sc  yet  I  do  not  want  to  be  officious.  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Badger, 
requesting  him  to  consult  his  father,  Sc  Gov.  Holden,  Mr.  Worth, 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Pell,  Mr.  Cameron,  &:  such  others  as  he  could,  & 
that  I  would  act  as  advised. 

Will  you  allow  me  to  ask  your  opinion  in  the  premises,  8c,  if 
you  see  him,  Mr.  Phillips'  also.  Our  mails  leave  Hillsboro'  Friday 
and  Tuesday.  Please  allow  me  your  earliest  leisure. 

[Enclosure] 
Richard  C.  Badger  to  E.  G.  Reade 

STATE  OF  NORTH-CAROLINA 
EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 
Raleigh,  N.C. 

October  23rd.,  1865. 

Our  Convention  overlooked  one  thing  when  they  passed  the 
ordinance  to  send  the  Constitution,  with  the  Amendments,  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States, — no  person  was  designated  to  bear 
it. 

All  the  other  States  have  sent  Committees,  and  it  might  be 
wrongly  construed  if  we  did  not  attend  to  the  formalities  as  much 
as  they. 

We  have  been  discussing  the  matter  here,  and  it  was  thought 
that,  as  no  person  had  been  designated,  it  would  be  well  for  your- 
self to  go. 

However,  we  thought  it  best  to  write  to  you,  and  see  what  you 
thought  best.  Whoever  is  sent,  will  have  his  expenses  paid  by 
the  Prov.  Governor. 

Please  let  me  hear  from  you. 

Very  truly, 
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[Telegram]  30^ 
William  A.  Graham  to  William  E.  Pell 

Charlotte,  N.C. 
Nov.  1st.,  1865. 

Your  letter  meets  me  here  on  my  return  home.  I  must  decline 
to  be  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  governor.  In  Jonathan  Worth 
there  is  a  candidate  eminently  fitted  for  the  situation,  whose  elec- 
tion will  give  quiet  at  home,  and  satisfaction  abroad. 

W.  A.  GRAHAM 


[Telegram] 
William  E.  Pell  to  William  A.  Graham 

Raleigh, 

Nov.  1st.,  1865 

The  letter  you  have  received  is  bogus.  I  have  written  no  such 
letter. 

W.  E.  PELL 


David  L.  Swain  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Chapel  Hill, 

November  1st.,  1865. 

Your  letter  of  the  16th.  was  duly  received,  and  I  would  have 
replied  to  it  immediately,  if  you  had  not  advised  me  of  your  inten- 
tion of  leaving  home  the  next  day.  I  understand  now  you  may  be 
expected  at  Hillsboro'  to  day  or  tomorrow,  and  I  avail  myself  of 
the  earliest  opportunity  to  refer  to  the  following  remark,  in  rela- 
tion to  Gov.  Holden.  "To  some  persons  he  has  said  that  I  was  not 


•^0^  rhis  telegiani  and  the  following  one  were  published  in  the  Raleigh  Sentinel 
of  November  2,  1865.  It  developed  that  Graham's  telegram  was  intended  for 
Frederick  D.  Poisson.  1  he  Standard  made  much  of  the  matter,  asserting  that  it  was 
a  carefidly  devised  pretext  to  give  Graham's  views  pidjlicity. 

William  Edward  Pell  (181  1-1870)  was  a  Methodist  minister,  teacher,  and  editor. 
Most  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the  active  ministry  or  in  teaching.  He  edited  the  North 
Carolina  Christian  Advocate  until  the  outbreiik  of  the  Civil  War.  whereupon  he  as- 
sisted W.  W.  Holden  in  editing  the  North  Carolina  Standard,  although  he  did  not 
help  to  formulate  its  policies.  In  1864  he  began  to  write  for  the  Daily  Conservative 
edited  by  John  D.  Hyman  and  later  by  Marmaduke  S.  Robins.  In  1865  he  assumed 
editorship  of  the  Raleigh  Sentinel,  which  opposed  radical  reconstruction.  At  various 
times  Pell  was  associatetl  with  Seaton  Gales  and  with  Josiah   I  urner,  Jr. 
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a  proper  delegate  to  the  Convention,  in  consequence  of  one  or 
more  letters  I  had  written  to  you,  expressing  aversion  to  the  policy 
of  the  President." 

Nothing  that  has  ever  passed  between  the  Governor  and  myself, 
affords  the  slightest  warrant  for  such  a  statement.  My  conversa- 
tions with  him  on  any  subject,  have  been  brief  and  guarded.  The 
evening  of  the  day  your  petition  was  presented,  I  had  occasion  to 
visit  him  at  his  house,  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  the  University, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  conference  I  asked  him  if  he  had  read  your 
petition.  He  replied  that  he  had,  twice,  carefully,  and  that  it  was 
an  admirable  paper.  1  wrote  to  you  very  shortly  afterwards,  men- 
tioning the  incident,  under  the  hope  that  you  would  permit  the 
use  of  your  name  in  the  canvass  for  delegates  to  the  Convention, 
as  I  took  it  for  granted  that  you  would  be  recommended  for  par- 
don forthwith.  I  saw  him  on  a  subsequent  occasion,  some  two 
weeks  afterwards,  when  he  took  occasion  to  speak  again  in  high 
terms  of  the  character  of  your  petition,  but  added  that  Judge 
Reade's  was  the  ablest  paper  that  had  been  presented.  I  have  no 
recollection  of  any  other  conversation  on  the  subject,  with  any  one 
but  Mr.  Moore,  who  I  remember  mentioning  to  me  on  one  occa- 
sion, that  he  had  had  an  interview  with  you  some  days  before,  that 
you  seemed  loath  to  present  a  petition.  He  seemed  quite  anxious, 
and  rather  impatient  on  the  subject.  1  mentioned  to  him  that  I 
had  written  to  you  expressing  my  anxiety  that  you  should  have  a 
seat  in  the  Convention,  and  that  I  thought,  from  your  reply,  that 
it  was  doubtful  whether  you  would  be  a  candidate,  etc. 

Have  you  seen  Gov.  Perry's  Message  to  the  Legislature  of  S.C.? 
His  course  of  policy  contrasts  glaringly  with  that  pursued  here, 
and  yet  I  have  no  doubt  meets  with  the  cordial  approbation  of  the 
President,  who  unquestionably  desired  the  speedy  return  of  N.C. 
to  the  Union,  and  that  her  action  should  be  a  model  for  the  emula- 
tion of  others.  He  issued  his  Proclamation,  laying  down  general 
rules  for  the  guidance  of  all  the  provisional  governors,  leaving  the 
arrangement  of  the  details  to  them,  in  relation  to  which  he  sup- 
posed their  local  positions  would  render  the  most  competent 
judges,  determined  neither  to  direct  nor  control  their  actions,  in 
these  particulars,  and  leaving  them  to  stand  or  fall  in  public  esti- 
mation, by  the  success,  or  the  failure,  of  their  own  schemes.  Gov. 
Perry  preserves  the  whole  machinery  of  government  as  it  came  to 
his  hands,  intact.  Gov.  Holden  takes  it  to  pieces  from  foundation 
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to  turret.  He  removes  all  the  justices  of  the  Peace,  re-appoints  and 
creates  new  ones  to  be  removed  in  turn  before  the  Convention, 
before  they  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  exercise  judicial  func- 
tions. He  removed  the  Commissioners  of  villages,  and,  what  is 
most  remarkable,  the  Presidents  of  Bankrupt  Banks,  and  ruined 
Rail  Roads.  Mr.  Mordecai  is  not  responsible  for  the  condition  of 
the  Bank  of  N.C.  in  full  measure,  because  he  was  thrust  out,  and 
Mr.  Moore  thrust  in.  Mr.  Moore  disclaims  all  responsibility  on 
the  ground  that  the  affairs  were  past  redemption  when  he  assumed 
the  helm.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Administration  are  gratified 
with  the  success  of  Gov.  Perry,  and  disappointed  by  the  course  of 
Gov.  Holden. 

I  am  glad  you  are  to  go  into  the  Senate  in  the  Gen'l  A.,  by  uni- 
versal acclaim. 308  Your  pardon  will  be  the  immediate  result  of 
your  election.  That  your  supposition  is  correct  as  to  the  influences 
which  have  prevailed  to  withhold  it  hitherto,  1  have  no  doubt. 
As  a  general  rule,  the  government  pardoned  no  one,  without  the 
recommendation,  or  assent,  of  the  Prov.  Gov'r,  and  withheld  it 
from  no  one  whom  they  recommended.  The  responsibility  rests 
with  the  latter. 

Mr.  Phillips  goes  to  Pittsboro'  to  address  a  public  meeting  there 
tomorrow. 

I  read  your  article  in  the  Sentinel  on  the  test  oath,  carefully, 
and  approve  it  throughout.  1  have  as  yet  met  with  no  one  who 
does  not.  I  have  seen  nothing  of  the  kind,  since  the  restoration, 
that  I  liked  so  much. 

The  people  are  stupefied,  almost  parallized  [sic] ,  anxious  for 
nothing  but  quiet  and  naked  subsistence,  or  Worth  would  have  an 
overwhelming  triumph.  As  it  is,  without  any  sufficient  oppor- 
tunity for  intelligent  canvass,  I  do  not  know  how  to  calculate 
results. 

Col.  Martin  and  Prof.  Phillips,  who  returned  from  Synod  at 
Fayetteville  yesterday,  represent  Worth's  prospect  in  that  region 
to  be  very  promising. 


^****  Graham  was  an   unopposed   candidate  for  the  state  Senate,  despite  the  iincei 
tainties  simoiinding  his  eligibihty. 
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Paul  Carrington  Cameron 
Paul  C.  Cameron  to  William  A.  Graham  unc 

Nov.  4th.,  1865. 


In  the  expectation  that  you  have  not  seen  it — in  your  absence — 
I  send  you  the  letter  of  A.  H.  H.  Stewart^^^  of  Va.,  on  the  Congres- 
sional Test  Oath,  in  a  late  No.  of  the  Richmond  Whig.  The  paper 
is  not  so  full  as  your  own,  which  has  come  back  to  us  in  the  New 
York  News. 

What  do  you  report  as  your  impressions  from  the  up  country 
as  to  the  result  of  the  election  between  Worth  Sc  Holden?  From 
the  indifference  expressed  by  many,  fear  it  will  be  a  poor  turn  out. 
Vance  would  have  brought  out  our  entire  voting  population.  I 
hear  that  he  is  to  make  his  home  in  Wilmington,  as  a  lawyer,  and 
to  be  associated  in  a  Commission  House  in  New  Yorkl^io 


3'^^  Alexander  Hugh  Holmes  Stuart  (1807-1891),  of  \'irginia,  a  graduate  of  the 
Univei'sity  of  Virginia,  was  a  lavvyei  and  legislator.  A  Henry  Clay  Whig,  Stuart 
served  in  the  United  States  Congiess  (1841-184,1)  and  as  secretary  of  the  interior 
(1850-185-5).  Stuart's  national  service  coincided  with  that  of  William  A.  Graham  who 
was  first  a  senator  and  then  secretary  of  the  navy  in  the  Fillmore  cabinet.  Unlike 
Graham,  Stuart  became  a  Know-Nothing  in  the  1850s.  Stuart  opposed  secession  so 
long  as  a  Unionist  stance  was  feasible  but  supported  his  state  when  war  came.  After 
the  war  he  played  a  large  part  in  the  restoration  of  "home  rule'  to  X'irginia.  Concise 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  1026. 

3'*^  Like  many  othei  Southerners  /ebulon  B.  Nance  pondered  an  uncertain  future. 
After  entertaining  some  ideas  about  leaving  the  state,  he  settled  in  Charlotte  where 
he  practiced  law  imtil  his  reentry  into  politics  in  1876.  4  iicker,  Zeh  Vance,  4.'?2-4,S9. 
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[Enclosure] 
LETTER  OF  HON.  A.   H.  H.  STUART 


STAUNTON,  VA., 

October  19th.,  1865. 

HON.  HENRY  J.  RAYMOND, 
Editor  of  the  New  York  Times — SIR: — 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  following  extract  from  an 
editorial  of  the  N.Y.  Times,  which  was  re-published  in  the  Rich- 
mond Whig  of  October  10th.,  with  a  view  to  operate  on  the  Con- 
gressional election  then  pending  in  Va. 

"We  are  glad  to  note  that  in  the  Congressional  canvass  of  Vir- 
ginia there  is  a  general  disposition  to  leave  the  field  exclusively 
to  candidates  who  can  take  the  stringent  Congressional  oath  that 
they  have  never  participated  in  the  rebellion.  Out  of  the  eight 
Congressional  districts,  five  have  candidates  running  who  can 
meet  all  the  Congressional  requirements.  But  in  the  Accomac 
district,  the  Lynchburg  district,  and  the  Charlottesville  district 
there  are  candidates  who  avow  that  they  will  not,  and  cannot, 
take  the  oath,  and  yet  claim  that  if  elected.  Congress  cannot  and 
will  not  refuse  to  admit  them.  In  this  last  district  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 
Secretary  of  Interior  under  Mr.  Fillmore,  being  a  candidate, 
declares  his  inability  to  take  the  oath,  yet  defies  Congress  to  keep 
him  out,  if  elected.  He  asserts  that  the  oath  is  unconstitutional, 
and  that  the  Republican  party  will  never  dare  to  make  practical 
application  of  it. 

"In  all  kindness,  we  advise  Mr.  Stuart,  and  those  whom  he  seeks 
to  represent,  to  act  upon  no  such  assumption.  It  is  m^ orally  certain 
that  no  m.an  will  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  next  Congress  who 
does  not  take  the  oath  required  by  existing  law.  The  applicant's 
opinion  that  the  law  is  unconstitutional  will  not  help  him.  Con- 
gress acts  upon  its  own  opinions.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  declares  that  "each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections, 
returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members."  The  House  of 
Representatives  will  exercise  that  exclusive  power;  and  beyond 
all  question  will  exercise  it  in  conformity  with  the  statute  of  1862. 
The  constitutionality  of  that  measure  was  fully  discussed  at  the 
time  of  its  passage,  and  was  affirmed  by  a  very  large  majority  in 
both  branches  of  Congress.  The  arguments  which  were  conclusive 
then,  are  as  conclusive  now.  The  reason  for  the  application  of  the 
statute  is  still  as  strong  as  ever. 
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"The  Southern  people,  if  they  have  any  wise  regard  for  their 
own  interests,  will  respect  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  refuse  to  give 
their  votes  to  candidates  for  Congress  who  they  know  are  not 
entitled  by  law  to  hold  seats  in  Congress.  Arrogant  claims  will 
only  recoil  against  them.  They  will  be  taken  as  evidence  of  an 
impracticable  temper,  fit  rather  for  stern  justice  than  for  magnan- 
imous clemency." 

As  the  congressional  election  is  over,  and  the  returns,  as  far  as 
received,  indicate  my  election  by  an  unusually  large  majority,  I 
deem  it  due  to  myself,  and  to  the  intelligent  and  patriotic  constit- 
uency who  have  chosen  me  their  representative,  to  endeavor  to 
correct  some  errors  into  which  you  have,  no  doubt,  inadvertently 
fallen,  and  to  ask  that  you  will  publish  my  explanation  in  your 
paper,  so  that  my  defence  may  be  seen  by  those  who  have  read 
your  admonition. 

It  is  true  that,  in  the  progress  of  the  canvass,  I  declared  my 
inability  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  joint  resolution  of 
1862,  but  you  are  in  error  in  supposing  that  "I  defied  Congress  to 
keep  me  out,  if  elected."  It  is  also  true  that  I  maintained  "that 
the  oath  was  unconstitutional,"  and,  that  the  republican  party 
would  not  venture  (possibly  I  borrowed  from  the  N.  Y.  Herald, 
the  expression  dare)  to  stake  their  political  fortunes  on  such  an 
issue. 

I  think  I  may  safely  invoke  the  testimony  of  all  who  heard  my 
speeches,  to  prove  that  they  were  calm  and  temperate  in  their  tone 
and  language,  and  neither  "defiant"  nor  "arrogant"  towards  "Con- 
gress" nor  anyone  else. 

In  referring  to  the  objectionable  test  oath,  you  speak  of  it  as 
"The  stringent  Congressional  oath  that  they  (the  members  elect) 
have  never  participated  in  the  rebellion." 

If  your  version  of  the  oath  were  correct,  I  could  have  no  serious 
objection  to  its  terms,  for  no  one.  North  or  South,  exerted  himself 
more  than  I  did,  to  avert  the  war.  For  two  years  before  the  rup- 
ture, I  devoted  all  my  energies  to  the  great  work  of  preserving  the 
Union.  In  1860,  I  canvassed  a  large  portion  of  Virginia  in  the 
interests  of  peace.  In  1861,  as  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  Virginia, 
and  of  the  Convention,  I  dedicated  my  best  efforts  to  the  same 
cause,  speaking  and  voting,  to  the  last,  against  the  ordinance  of 
secession.  It  is  true  that,  after  the  ordinance  had  been  ratified  by 
the  people,  and  the  war  had  commenced,  I  signed  it,  not  because 
I  approved  it,  but  because  I  regarded  it  as  my  representative  duty 
to  authenticate,  by  the  usual  forms,  the  act  of  my  constituents. 
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But  I  steadily  refused  to  change  my  negative  vote  on  the  journal, 
because  my  opinion  of  the  mischievous  tendency  of  the  measure 
had  not  changed. 

After  the  close  of  the  Convention,  I  retired  to  private  life,  and 
neither  sought  nor  held  any  public  position  during  the  war. 

It  is  due  to  candor,  however,  to  say  that  after  my  counsels  had 
been  over-ruled,  and  all  my  kindred  had  become  involved  in  the 
death-struggle,  my  sympathies  were  with  my  own  people,  and,  in 
common  with  the  large  majority  of  the  men  of  character  and 
respectability  in  the  South,  I  gave  aid,  countenance  and  encour- 
agement, in  every  way  I  could,  to  my  gallant,  though  misguided 
countrymen. 

After  the  surrender  of  Lee,  I  was  among  the  first  to  take  meas- 
ures for  the  restoration  of  our  relations  to  the  Union,  and  all  my 
efforts  since  have  been  directed  to  that  end. 

Several  of  my  northern  friends,  knowing  my  earnest  opposition 
to  secession,  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  I  could  conscien- 
tiously take  the  required  oath.  And  if  it  were  such  as  you  represent 
it,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  my  way,  arising  out  of  the  form 
of  the  oath.  But  it  would  seem  from  the  editorial  article  in  the 
Times,  that  you  have  misconceived  its  scope  and  eff^ect.  I  beg  your 
attention  to  the  following  clauses  of  the  oath. 

"1  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  have  never,  voluntarily,  borne 
arms  against  the  United  States  since  I  have  been  a  citizen  thereof; 
that  I  have,  voluntarily,  given  no  aid,  counteriance,  counsel  or 
encouragemejit  to  persons  engaged  in  armed  hostility  thereto; 
that  I  have  neither  sought  nor  accepted,  nor  attempted  to  exercise 
the  functions  of  any  office  whatever,  under  any  authority,  or 
pretended  authority,  in  hostility  to  the  United  States;  that  I 
have  not  yielded  a  voluntary  support  to  any  pretended  govern- 
ment, authority,  power  or  constitution  within  the  United  States, 
hostile  or  inimical  thereto,  etc." 

You  will  perceive  that  the  language  of  this  oath  is  exceedingly 
broad.  It  is  not  limited,  as  your  editorial  article  would  imply,  to 
those  ''who  participated  in  the  rebellion,'^  but  the  penalty  of  dis- 
franchisement and  exclusion  from  every  federal  office.  Legislative, 
Executive  and  Judicial,  is  denounced  against  all  who  will  not 
swear  that  they  have  ''given  no  aid,  countejiance,  counsel  or 
encouragement  to  persons  engaged  in  armed  hostility  thereto^ 

To  have  a  just  comprehension  of  the  full  extent  and  effect  of 
this  oath,  it  must  be  remembered  that,  during  the  war,  every  able- 
bodied  male,  between  the  ages  of  17  and  50  was,  by  the  conscrip- 
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tion  act,  declared  to  be  in  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States,  and 
even  those  who  were  disquaHfied  for  active  service  by  bodily 
infirmity,  were  not  exempted,  but  were  assigned  to  light  duty. 
Thus  the  whole  body  of  the  population,  within  the  prescribed 
ages,  were  "engaged  in  armed  hostility  to  the  United  States,"  and, 
consequently,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  oath,  every  one  who 
gave  "aid,  countenance,  counsel  or  encouragement"  to  any  persons 
in  the  Confederate  States  between  the  ages  of  17  and  50,  has 
incurred  the  penalty  of  disfranchisement. 

Under  the  conscription  law,  iny  eldest  son,  five  of  my  nephews, 
three  brothers-in-law,  and  probably  thirty  other  relatives,  and 
ainong  them  a  number  of  the  most  promising  young  men  in  the 
South,  were  required  to  go  into  the  army,  and  were  thus  "in  armed 
hostility  to  the  United  States." 

Many  of  these  young  men  were  cut  off  from  all  communication 
with  their  homes — a  number  of  them  were  wounded  in  the  vari- 
ous battles  in  the  Valley  of  Va., — some  of  them  were  sick,  from 
time  to  time — many  of  them  came  to  my  house  weary,  hungry, 
and  at  times  destitute  of  clothing,  and  other  necessaries.  I  shel- 
tered, fed,  clothed,  and  ministered  to  them,  and  to  their  compan- 
ions, according  to  their  several  necessities,  and  now,  it  seems,  that 
in  consequence  of  having  fulfilled  this  Christian  duty,  and 
yielded  obedience  to  the  natural  instincts  of  humanity,  I  am 
admonished  by  you,  that  I  am  ineligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Congress 
of  the  restored  Union! 

I  acknowledge  that  the  words  of  the  test  oath  are  broad  enough 
to  exclude  me.  I  have  no  disposition  to  quibble  about  its  terms, 
or  to  evade  its  provisions.  I  admit  that  no  man  can  take  that  oath, 
according  to  my  understanding  of  it,  who  sheltered,  or  fed,  or 
clothed,  a  Confederate  soldier — ^no  father  who  gave  an  outfit,  or 
a  horse,  or  a  gun,  to  his  son,  when  called  into  the  service — no 
contractor  who  furnished  to  the  C.S.  Government  anything  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  war — no  person  who  filled  any  civil  office 
under  the  C.S.  Government,  or  who  in  any  way  gave  "aid,  counte- 
nance or  encouragement  to  persons  engaged  in  armed  hostility  to 
the  U.  S." 

If  this  be  the  correct  construction  of  the  oath,  there  are  few  in 
Virginia  who  are  qualified — I  will  not  say  to  represent  her 
people — but  to  fill  her  places  in  Congress,  or  any  other  position 
under  the  government. 

But  let  us  look  at  the  time  and  circumstances  under  which  this 
oath  was  prescribed.  The  law  bears  date  July  2nd.,  1862.  The  war 
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was  then  flagrant.  The  issue  was  regarded,  by  many,  as  doubtful. 
Several  brilliant  successes  had  recently  crowned  the  arms  of  the 
Confederates.  Foreign  intervention  was  regarded  as  by  no  means 
improbable.  Strong  evidences  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  war  had 
exhibited  themselves  in  the  North  and  West.  Popular  elections 
indicated  an  unfriendly  spirit  towards  the  administration,  and  it 
was  supposed  that  many  Northern  people  sympathized  with  the 
Southern  cause.  It  was  under  circumstances  like  these  that  the 
test  oath  was  prescribed.  It  must  have  been  intended  to  operate 
only  on  northern  men.  It  could  not  have  been  aimed  at  people 
from  the  South,  because  they  were  then  claiming  to  belong  to  a 
different  government.  It  was  not  a  step  in  a  line  of  policy  of  re- 
construction; for  the  earnest  prosecution  of  the  war  at  that  time 
occupied  a  much  larger  share  of  the  thoughts  of  northern  men 
than  re-construction.  The  oath  was  a  war  measure,  intended  to 
keep  out  disaffected  persons,  during  the  war,  not  to  establish  a 
basis  of  re-construction  after  the  war.  It  is  only  on  this  assumption 
that  it  can  be  excused,  much  less  justified.  Like  the  suspension 
of  habeas  corpus,  illegal  arrests,  or  overthrow  of  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  it  can  only  be  palliated,  on  the  plea  of  military  necessity. 

But  now,  the  circumstances  are  entirely  changed.  The  war  is 
over.  The  Southern  States  have  all  given  in  their  adhesion  to  the 
Union.  They  have  accepted  the  award  of  the  stern  arbiter  to  whom 
they  referred  the  matters  in  controversy.  They  have  surrendered, 
in  good  faith,  the  obnoxious  institution  of  slavery,  and  they  have 
conformed,  or  are  about  to  conform,  their  legislation  and  their 
State  Constitutions,  to  the  new  condition  of  affairs.  All  these 
things  have  been  done  upon  the  invitation  of  the  Republican 
administration,  and  upon  the  understanding  that  the  Southern 
States  were  to  be  restored  to  their  ancient  relations  of  fraternity 
and  equality  in  the  Union. 

I  now  respectfully  submit,  whether,  in  view  of  the  facts  which 
I  have  stated,  it  would  be  fair  dealing  with  the  Southern  States, 
to  meet  them  at  the  threshold  of  Congress,  and  at  every  depart- 
ment of  government,  with  a  disfranchisement,  which  would  ex- 
clude from  every  public  trust  probably  nineteen  twentieths  of  the 
Southern  population?  This  would  truly  be  keeping  the  promise 
of  re-union  to  the  ear,  but  breaking  it  to  the  hope.  When  the 
South  accepted  the  proposition  for  re-union,  it  was  for  re-union 
on  the  basis  of  equality  of  rights — re-union  under  the  Constitu- 
tion. No  other  re-tuiion  ought  to  be  desired  by  a  magnanimous 
victor,   and  no   other  would  be  productive  of  that  permanent 
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harmony,  and  of  those  solid  and  substantial  benefits,  which  we  all 
hope  to  attain  by  it. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  justice  and  sound  policy  require,  that 
this  test  oath  should  be  put  aside,  as  other  portions  of  the  machin- 
ery of  war  have  been  put  aside. 

But,  before  closing  my  letter,  I  beg  to  offer  a  few  suggestions 
on  the  constitutional  question.  It  too  often  happens,  with  parties, 
as  with  individuals,  that  in  their  extreme  anxiety  to  attain  a 
present  benefit,  they  overlook  ulterior  mischiefs  which  may  result 
from  the  means  employed.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  those 
cases.  Congress,  in  its  extreme  anxiety  to  exclude  disloyal  men 
from  office,  has  itself  been  guilty  of  a  serious,  and  I  fear  dangerous, 
violation  of  popular  right,  and  of  the  Constitutional  prerogatives 
of  the  Executive  and  Judicial  departments. 

If  you  will  refer  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  which 
formed  the  Constitution  of  U.S.,  you  will  find,  that  there  were 
no  two  subjects  which  engaged  more  of  the  attention  and  anxious 
care  of  that  body  than  the  regulation  of  the  right  of  suffrage  and 
eligibility  to  office.  All  concuned  in  the  opinion  that  both  those 
subjects  fell  peculiarly  within  the  province  of  the  organic  law, 
and  that  they  should  be  regulated  and  defined  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Madison  (see  Madison  papers.  Vol.  Ill,  p.  1285)  in  discuss- 
ing the  subject  said — "The  qualifications  of  electors  and  elected 
were  fundamental  articles  in  a  Republican  government,  and  ought 
to  be  fixed  by  the  constitution.  If  the  Legislature  could  regulate 
those  of  either,  it  can  by  degrees,  subvert  the  Constitution.  A 
republic  may  be  converted  into  an  aristocracy  or  oligarchy,  as  well 
by  limiting  the  number  capable  of  being  elected,  as  the  number 
authorized  to  elect.  In  all  cases  where  the  representatives  of  the 
people  will  have  a  personal  interest  distinct  from  that  of  their 
constituents,  there  was  the  same  reason  for  being  jealous  of  them, 
as  there  was  for  relying  on  them  with  full  confidence,  when  they 
had  a  common  interest.  This  was  one  of  the  former  cases.  It  was 
as  improper  as  to  allow  them  to  fix  their  own  wages,  or  their  own 
privileges.  It  was  a  power,  also,  which  might  be  made  subservient 
to  the  views  of  one  faction  against  another.  Qualifications,  founded 
on  artificial  distinctions,  may  be  devised  by  the  stronger,  in  order 
to  keep  out  partizans  of  a  weaker  faction." 

In  the  course  of  the  same  debate,  as  reported  in  the  succeeding 
page  of  the  same  volume,  Mr.  Madison  observed,  "that  the  British 
Parliament  possessed  the  power  of  regulating  the  qualifications 
both  of  the  electors,  and  the  elected,  and  the  abuse  they  had  made 
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of  it  was  a  lesson  worthy  of  our  attention.  They  had  made  the 
changes  in  both  cases,  subservient  to  their  own  views,  or  the  views 
of  political  or  religious  parties." 

If  we  turn  to  the  constitution  itself,  we  will  find  that  the  views 
of  Mr.  Madison  were  adopted  by  the  Convention,  and  that  fixed 
qualifications  were  incorporated  iJito  the  constitution  which  can 
neither  be  added  to,  nor  diminished  by  Congress,  and  can  be 
altered  in  no  other  way,  than  by  an  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

The  definition  of  the  qualifications  of  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  will  be  found  in  the  second  clause  of  Sec.  2 
Art.  I.  of  the  Constitution,  which  is  in  these  words,  "No  person 
shall  be  a  representative  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  seven  years  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that 
State  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen." 

After  defining  the  qualifications  of  Senators,  which  differ  mate- 
rially from  those  of  representatives,  the  constitution,  in  the  last 
clause  of  the  2d.  paragraph  of  Section  6.  Art.  I.  imposes  a  dis- 
qualification, which  is  in  these  words.  "No  person  holding  any 
office  under  the  United  States  shall  be  a  member  of  either  House 
during  his  continuance  in  office." 

These  are  the  only  limitations  on  the  power  of  the  people  to 
elect  whom  they  please  as  their  representatives.  In  the  absence 
of  these  limitations,  they  might  have  chosen  minors,  aliens,  or 
non-residents.  But  the  Constitution  has  wisely  restricted  the  range 
of  selection  to  persons  of  mature  age,  and  who  are  permanently 
identified,  by  citizenship  and  residence,  with  the  country  and 
their  immediate  constituents. 

These  limitations  hGin^  fixed  by  the  constitution,  I  maintain 
that  Congress  can  neither  add  nor  take  from  them,  and  that  they 
can  only  be  changed  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution 
for  its  own  amendment. 

In  this  view  I  am  fully  sustained  by  the  Federalist,  which  you 
will  concede  to  be  the  most  authentic  exposition  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. In  the  52nd.  No.  of  these  papers,  Mr.  Madison  discusses  at 
large  those  clauses  of  the  Constitution  which  refer  to  the  right  of 
suffrage  and  eligibility  to  office.  Having  disposed  of  the  first 
branch  of  his  subject,  he  proceeds  to  say: 

"The  qualifications  of  the  elected  being  less  carefully  and  prop- 
erly defined  by  the  State  Constitution,  and  being,  at  the  same 
time,  more  susceptible  of  uniformity,  have  been  very  properly 
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considered  and  regulated  by  the  Convention.  A  representative  of 
the  United  States  must  be  of  the  age  of  twenty-five  years;  must 
have  been  seven  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  must,  at  the 
time  of  his  election,  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  he  is  to  repre- 
sent, and,  during  the  time  of  his  service,  must  be  in  no  office  under 
the  United  States.  Under  these  reasofiable  limitations,  the  door 
of  this  part  of  the  Federal  government  is  open  to  merit  of  every 
description,  whether  native  or  adoptive,  whether  young  or  old, 
and  without  regard  to  poverty  and  wealth,  or  to  any  particular 
profession  of  religious  faith." 

To  allow  Congress,  by  the  imposition  of  test  oaths,  to  exclude 
those  to  whom  the  Constitution  has  declared,  that  the  door  shall 
be  open,  is  substantially  to  recognize  the  power  of  Congress  to 
change  the  organic  law,  and  will  be  followed  by  all  the  evils  which 
Mr.  Madison  so  prophetically  foretold. 

But  it  would  seem  from  the  article  in  the  Times  from  which  I 
have  quoted,  that  you  attribute  some  importance  to  Sec.  V.  of 
Art.  I.  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides  that  "Each  House  shall 
be  the  Judge  of  the  elections,  qualifications  and  returns  of  its 
own  members." 

It  must  be  obvious  to  every  careful  reader  that  this  clause  was 
not  intended  to  confer  any  legislative  power  on  Congress.  Congress 
is  a  body  which  consists  of  two  Houses,  and  all  legislative  power 
must  be  exercised  by  the  two  houses  concurrently.  The  function 
here  provided  for,  is  to  be  exercised  by  "each  House''  acting 
separately,  and  for  itself.  The  Senate  judges  of  the  election,  quali- 
fications and  returns  of  its  members,  without  interference  by  the 
House,  and  vice  versa,  it  is  also  clear  that  the  function  to  be  per- 
formed is  strictly  judicial.  "Each  House"  is  the  "judge,"  etc.  Chan- 
cellor Kent,  (1  Com.  p.  234,)  in  commenting  on  this  clause,  says: 
"As  each  House  acts  in  these  cases  in  a.  judicial  character,  its  deci- 
sions of  any  other  court,  ought  to  be  regulated  by  known  princi- 
ples of  law,  and  strictly  adhered  to  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  and 
certainty." 

This  provision  may,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  in  no  wise  modi- 
fying the  previous  clauses  which  prescribe  the  qualifications  of 
members.  It  merely  provides  that  each  house  shall  constitute  the 
tribunal  which  is  to  judge  of  the  election,  qualification  and  returns 
of  its  members.  The  Constitution  having  prescribed  the  qualifi- 
cations of  Senators  and  Representatives,  "each  house"  is  to  decide, 
judicially,  for  itself,  whether  the  persons  claiming  to  be  members 
possess  the  Constitutional  qualifications,  and  whether  they  have 
been  elected  and  returned  according  to  law. 
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I  maintain,  therefore,  that  all  the  House  of  Representatives  can 
rightfully  do,  under  this  clause,  is  to  enquire  and  judicially  decide, 
whether  its  members  possess  the  required  qualifications  of  age, 
citizenship,  and  residence,  and  whether  their  elections  and  returns 
have  been  made  in  pursuance  of  law. 

The  primary  object  of  every  written  Constitution  is  to  define 
the  powers  of  the  government,  and  so  to  regulate  their  exercise 
by  the  several  departments,  that  neither  shall  encroach  on  the 
appropriate  domain  of  the  others,  nor  invade  the  reserved  rights 
of  the  people. 

The  exercise  of  the  power  claimed  by  Congress  to  prescribe 
new  tests  of  eligibility  involves  not  merely  the  power  to  curtail 
the  rights  of  the  people  in  making  their  choice  of  representatives, 
but  also  a  practical  limitation  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  Executive 
and  Judicial  departments. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  President  is  clothed  by  the  Consti- 
tution with  the  power  of  appointment,  with  no  other  limitation 
or  restriction  than  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  He  is 
restrained  in  making  his  selections  by  no  qualifications  of  age, 
citizenship,  or  residence. 

The  whole  field  is  open  to  him.  The  widest  latitude  is  allowed 
him  in  making  his  selections.  The  check  of  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  was  regarded  as  a  sufficient  safeguard  against  indis- 
creet appointments. 

But  how  would  the  matter  stand  in  regard  to  Presidential  ap- 
pointments in  the  Southern  States,  if  the  test  oath  be  regarded  as 
Constitutional?  Which  is  to  be  the  rule  of  action  for  the  President, 
the  Constitution,  which  gives  him  the  largest  liberty  to  make  his 
selections,  or  the  act  of  July  2nd.  1862,  which  would  restrict  him 
within  the  narrowest  possible  limits? 

The  President  has  given  a  practical  answer  to  this  question  by 
the  appointment  of  Governors  Sharkey,  Perry,  and  Parsons, 
neither  of  whom  could  take  the  test  oath,  in  preference  to  any 
persons  of  more  obscure  position,  or  flexible  conscience. 

The  issue  has  thus  been  made  by  the  President  in  regard  to  the 
attempted  restriction  of  Executive  prerogative,  and,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  people,  I  desire  to  tender  a  similar  issue  in  behalf 
of  popular  rights. 

It  requires  no  great  forecast  to  see  that  the  power  claimed  by 
Congress  in  the  Act  of  July  2d,  1862,  is  fraught  with  danger.  In  the 
language  of  Mr.  Madison,  it  tends  to  "subvert  the  Constitution." 
It  may  "be  made  subservient  to  the  views  of  one  faction  against 
another."  Qualifications  founded  on  artificial   distinctions  may 
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"be  devised  by  the  stronger  to  keep  out  partizans  of  a  weaker 
faction." 

If  we  admit  the  power  to  prescribe  new  qualifications  of  eligi- 
bility, where  are  the  limits  of  the  power?  If  we  leave  the  landmarks 
of  the  organic  law,  who  can  tell  where  our  wanderings  are  to  end? 
If  we  forsake  the  solid  ground  of  the  Constitution,  who  will  be 
sponsor  that  we  do  not  fall  into  convulsions,  anarchy,  and  civil 
war? 

Concede  the  constitutional  right,  as  claimed,  and  what  is  to 
prevent  the  dominant  party  from  perpetuating  its  power,  by 
disfranchising  all  opposed  to  it?  They  have  only  "to  devise  arti- 
ficial distinctions  (by  test  oaths,)  to  keep  out  partizans  of  a  weaker 
faction. " 

What  is  the  right  of  suffrage  worth,  if  you  are  prohibited  from 
voting  for  the  men  of  your  choice?  How  long  would  the  people  of 
the  north  submit,  if,  in  the  vicissitudes  of  the  party  strife,  the 
Democrats  were  to  obtain  the  ascendency  in  Congress,  and  use 
their  power  to  disfranchise  the  Republicans?  We  have  seen 
enough,  both  North  and  South,  of  the  exercise  of  questionable 
powers  to  make  us  look  with  distrust  on  every  departure  from  the 
fundamental  law  as  established  by  the  fathers  of  the  Republic. 

There  is  yet  another  view  of  this  subject  to  which  I  respect- 
fully ask  your  attention. 

The  President  is  invested  by  the  Constitution  with  fiiU  power 
to  pardon  every  offender  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
The  only  limit  on  this  power  is  in  the  case  of  impeachments.  In 
every  other  case  the  power  is  absolute  and  unrestricted. 

Let  us  now  inquire  what  is  the  legal  effect  of  such  a  pardon. 

Bacon,  vol.  5,  p.  295,  says: 

"It  seems  agreed  that  pardon  of  treason  or  felony,  even  after  an 
attainder,  so  far  clears  the  party  from  the  infamy,  and  all  other 
consequences  thereof,  that  he  may  have  an  action  against  any 
who  shall  thereafter  call  him  traitor  or  felon,  for  the  pardon  makes 
him,  as  it  were,  a  new  man." 

All  the  modern  authorities  sustain  this  view  of  the  law.  1  might 
multiply  citations  almost  indefinitely,  but  will  content  myself 
with  a  few  passages  from  the  most  approved  authors. 

Russell  on  crimes,  vol.  2d.  p.  975,  says:  "It  is  now  settled  that 
a  pardon,  whether  by  the  King,  or  act  of  Parliament,  removes  not 
only  the  punishment,  but  all  legal  disabilities  consequent  on  the 
crime." 
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Bishop  on  Crim.  Law,  vol.  I,  sec.  713,  lays  down  the  law  thus: 
"The  effect  of  a  full  pardon  is  to  absolve  the  party  from  all  legal 
consequences  of  his  crime  and  of  his  conviction — direct  or  collat- 
eral— including  the  punishment,  pecuniary  penalty,  or  whatever 
else  the  law  has  provided^ 

In  the  volume  entitled  "Opinions  of  the  Attorney  Generals," 
(vol.  I.,  p.  573),  Mr.  Attorney  General  Clifford  says:  "The  elemen- 
tary writers  who  have  treated  on  this  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, have  regarded  it  (the  power  of  pardon)  as  a  general  and 
unqualified  power,  reaching  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest 
offences,  and  as  including  in  its  scope,  the  authority  to  remit 
fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  which  may,  in  the  last  resort,  be 
exercised  by  the  President.  That  it  was  said  by  Judge  Story  that 
no  law  can  abridge  the  Constitutional  power  of  the  Executive 
department,  or  interrupt  the  right  to  interfere  by  pardon.  These 
views  are  sustained  by  Chancellor  Kent  and  Rawle  on  the  Consti- 
tution." 

These  authorities  abundantly  establish  the  proposition  that 
the  general  amnesty,  or  special  pardon  of  the  president,  removes 
all  traces  of  the  offence,  and  makes  the  offender,  as  it  were,  a  new 
man. 

Now,  if  I  have  violated  any  law  of  the  U.S.,  and  incurred  any 
penalty,  I  claim  to  be  exonorated  from  all  consequences  of  my 
offence,  by  virtue  of  the  general  amnesty  of  President  Lincoln, 
which  embraced  my  case,  and  of  which  I  availed  myself,  by  taking 
the  proper  oaths,  on  the  26th.  day  of  May  last.  It  will  hardly  be 
contended  that  it  is  competent  to  attach  a  penalty  to  an  offence, 
(except  in  cases  of  impeachment,)  which  the  President  cannot 
remit  by  pardon.  To  do  this,  would  be  to  maintain  that  Congress 
may,  by  law,  abridge  the  Constitutional  power  of  the  President. 

The  object  of  the  test  oath  is  to  search  the  conscience  of  the 
individual,  to  ascertain  the  fact  whether  he  has  been  guilty  of 
treason.  The/ac^  of  treason  is  the  substantive  matter.  The  oath 
is  merely  a  means  of  getting  at  the  fact.  Now,  if  the  fact  itself  be 
pardoned,  why  shall  we  attribute  so  much  importance  to  the 
means  of  arriving  at  the  fact?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  advocates  of 
the  test  oath  seek  to  make  the  incident  more  important  than  the 
principal.  They  admit  that  the  President  may  pardon  treason, 
but  deny  that  he  can  absolve  from  its  consequences.  This  assump- 
tion is  contradicted  by  all  the  authorities,  English  and  American, 
and  is  at  war  with  every  suggestion  of  common  sense. 
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I  think,  therefore,  upon  a  view  of  the  case  in  the  several  aspects 
in  which  I  have  presented  it,  that  it  is  my  duty  to  decline  taking 
the  test  oath,  not  in  any  spirit  of  haughty  defiance  or  arrogant 
assumption,  but  simply  because  I  believe  it  to  be  in  violation  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  U.S.,  which  I  have  sworn  to  support,  and 
because,  even  if  it  were  Constitutional,  I  have  been  absolved  from 
its  penalties  by  the  pardon  of  the  President. 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  add  that  this  is  no  sectional  ques- 
tion. It  concerns  the  people  of  the  North,  as  well  as  the  South.  It 
involves  a  grave  issue,  which  will  affect  the  eqilibrium  [sic]  of 
the  departments  of  government,  and  may,  at  some  future  day, 
affect  the  stability  of  the  whole  structure.  We  should  consider  it 
with  calmness  and  judicial  impartiality,  and  decide  it  with  an  eye 
single  to  the  best  interests  and  honor  of  the  whole  country.  Re- 
spectfully, Your  Ob't  Servant, 

ALEX.  H.  H.  STUART. 

William  A.  Graham  to  UNC:  CAMERON 

Paul  C.  Cameron 

November  4th,  1865. 

I  had  not  read  your  note  when  Bennehan^n  left,  and  there- 
fore did  not  return  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  for  the  perusal  of 
which  I  am  much  obliged,  as  also  for  the  letter  of  my  friend  Stuart, 
tho'  he  had  sent  me  a  copy.  In  my  absence  I  have  seen  no  Northern 
papers,  except  one  Herald,  and  do  not  know  whether  my  own 
article  on  the  Test  Oath  has  been  republished  there,  except  in  the 
News,  as  I  learn  from  you.  I  sent  several  copies  to  that  side  of  the 
line.  I  don't  know  what  notice  has  been  taken  of  it,  in  the  papers 
of  the  State,  save  the  Sentinel,  Recorder  k  Char.  Times. 

There  is  considerable  zeal  for  Mr.  Worth  in  Mecklenburg, 
Cabarrus,  Sc  Rowan,  Iredell,  etc.  I  do  not  despair  of  his  election, 
tho'  the  short  time  allowed  for  the  Canvass  renders  the  result 
uncertain.   Ramsey  would  beat  Sloan3i2  for  Congress  easily,  if 


-^^1  Bennehan  Cameron  (1854-1925),  of  Orange  County,  was  a  graduate  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Militai-y  Institute.  A  lawyer  who  did  not  practice,  he  was  a  planter  and  business 
man.  He  was  a  state  senator  (1917-1919  and  1921-1923)  and  a  state  representative 
(1919-1921).  He  was  active  in  the  state  guard,  and  in  railway  and  highway  develop- 
ment. Ashe,  Biographical  History  of  North  Carolina,  III,  56-65. 

312  William  Sloan,  of  Gaston  County,  a  physician,  was  provisional  treasurer  briefly 
in  1865  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention  of  that  year.  During  the  Republican 
regime,  despite  the  fact  that  he  had  already  been  deeply  Involved  in  one  financial 
scandal,  Sloan   was   made  president  of  the  Wilmington,  Charlotte  and   Rutherford 
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Col.  Walkup3i3  were  out  of  the  way.  The  last  does  not  Canvass. 

Mr.  Boyden  came  with  us  from  Salisbury  to  Shops,  seems  hope- 
ful of  the  Railroad. 

I  send  a  copy  of  circular  of  Capt.  Barnett,  F.  B.  M.,  Charlotte, 
which  please  return  at  your  leisure.  It  is  having  a  good  effect,  &: 
should  have  been  issued  long  ago. 

William  N.  H.  Smith  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Murfreesboro', 

November  5th.,  1865. 

We  are  yet  without  regular  postal  connexions  with  the  rest  of 
the  country,  and,  as  your  letter  of  Oct'r  13  had  to  be  forwarded  by 
private  hands  from  Weldon,  or  some  neighbouring  office,  it  was 
considerably  delayed  in  reaching  me. 

Soon  after  it  was  received,  certain  intelligence  was  brought  by 
delegates  returning  from  the  Convention,  that  we  were  to  have 
two  candidates  in  the  Gubernatorial  election,  and  that  Worth 
was  fully  in  the  field  in  opposition  to  the  nomination  made  by 
members  of  the  Convention. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  with  the  free  and  manly 
expression  of  public  opinion  at  the  ballot-box,  there  could  be 
little  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  result.  But  so  depressed  is  the  spirit 
of  our  people,  and  so  great  the  influence  of  Executive  patronage 
and  power,  that  no  one,  reasoning  from  the  past,  can  foresee  the 
issues  of  the  contest  now  impending.  But  so  far  as  my  opportu- 
nities extend  for  ascertaining  popular  opinion,  it  is,  in  this  sec- 
tion, almost  universally  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Worth.  You 
might  infer  as  much  from  the  meagre  vote  cast  for  Gov'r  Holden 
in  his  last  contest  with  Gov'r  Vance.  In  this  County  he  received 
but  one  vote,  and  two  votes  from  soldiers  in  the  Army  belonging 
to  the  County,  making  three  in  all.  In  other  Counties,  outside  of 
Bertie,  his  vote  was  not  very  dissimilar.  Worth's  consistent  politi- 

Railroad.  He  was  implicated  in  the  bond  framls  peipetiated  by  that  railroad  man 
agement  but  his  conviction  was  reversed.  Connor.  North  Carolina  Manual,  19n.  442, 
880;  Hamilton,  Recomtruction  in  North  Carolina,  194,  4'W-440,  44.'5-445.  450-451 . 

•^'"^  Samuel  H.  VValknp,  of  Union  County,  rose  from  captain  to  colonel  of  the 
North  Carolina  Forty-eigiith  Regiment.  A  formidable  soldier  characterized  as  one  of 
the  bravest  men  in  the  Army  of  Northern  \'irginia,  Walkup  proved  to  be  a  formida- 
ble political  campaigner,  defeating  Ramsay  and  Sloan  in  this  election.  Clark,  His- 
tories of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  HI,  ll.S,  114.  12'^;  \',  650;  Hamilton.  Recon- 
struction in  North  Carolina,  140n. 
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cal  integrity,  and  the  generous  and  liberal  sentiment  of  his  recent 
card,  will  commend  him  cordially  to  the  support  of  that  large 
class^  who  resisted  secession  to  the  very  beginning  of  War,  and 
then,  with  a  patriotic  devotion,  stood  by  their  country  to  the  end, 
faithful  and  firm. 

i  have  not  seen  the  paper  containing  your  argument  to  prove 
the  unconstitutionality  of  the  test  oath,  to  my  great  regret,  tho'  I 
am  promised  it  by  Mr.  Cooper,3i4  our  delegate  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Had  I  known  of  my  pardon  in  season,  I  might  have  been  again 
a  candidate  in  the  District.  Not  that  I  desire  a  seat  in  Congress, 
but  it  would  have  been  a  grateful  manifestation  of  unabated  con- 
fidence and  approval  from  those  whom  I  have  served  thro'  a  most 
eventful  period  of  our  history.  But  a  friend  was  in  the  field,  and 
besides,  scarcely  time  was  left  to  make  known  the  fact.  The  people 
of  the  County  have  forced  on  me,  however,  a  nomination  for  the 
Commons,  in  the  face  of  my  positive  refusal  to  accept,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  protracted  illness  of  Mrs.  Smith,  whose  condition 
may  not  permit  me  to  leave  home  to  attend  the  session  of  the  Gen. 
Assembly.  I  need  hardly  say,  with  your  knowledge  of  my  personal 
esteem  and  appreciation  of  you  as  a  Statesman  and  citizen,  that  I 
should  be  much  gratified  to  see  you  again  sent  to  the  Federal 
Senate.  Never  did  the  State  need  at  the  National  Capital,  purer 
patriotism,  practical  wisdom,  and  sound  statesman-ship,  than 
now,  while  passing  from  subjugation  to  the  possession  of  her 
rights  under  the  Constitution,  and  resuming  full  relations  with 
the  other  States. 

The  Test  Oath  is  clearly  an  infraction  of  the  Constitution  as 
a  restriction  to  be  put  on  members  of  Coiigress.  Their  qualifica- 
tions are  defined  in  the  Constitution,  and  no  act  of  Congress  can 
add  to  or  subtract  from  them.  Whatever  may  be  said  as  to  its 
validity  in  the  case  of  officers  created  by  Congress,  and  on  other 
grounds,  it  certainly  does  not  admit  of  question  that  no  new  quali- 
fications can  be  imposed  upon  a  Senator  or  Representative  not 
contained  in  the  Constitution  which  creates  and  defines  their 
respective  offices. 

The  sentiment  is  unanimous  here  for  thorough  acquiescence 
in  a  restoration  of  the  Union,  and  for  unhesitating  loyalty  to  it 
hereafter.  Secession  has  never  been  acceptable  as  a  theory,  and 
those  who  hastily  forced  it  on  the  country  will  find  recovery  of 


314  Richard  G.  Cowper. 
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their  political  fortunes  hopeless  hereafter,  but  our  people  will 
reject,  with  scorn,  the  candidate  who  can  say  (as  one  of  our  Cong, 
candidates  does  say  in  his  cause)  by  way  of  claim  to  support,  that 
he  can  take  the  test  oath.  To  have  stood  aloof  in  this  great  struggle, 
and  to  have  had  no  sympathy  in  the  impulse  that  moved  our 
young  men  and  old,  women  and  children,  will  be  no  recognized 
ground  for  asking  the  support  of  those  whose  fathers  and  sons  and 
brothers  have  fallen  in  battle,  or  return  mutilated  and  limbless. 
Nor  can  such  be  trusted  in  present  professions  who  were  in  their 
country's  trials  faithless  to  that  country.  Those  deserve  confidence 
most,  who  reluctantly  gave  up  the  Union — for  whose  preservation 
their  political  life  had  been  consecrated — only  when  War  was 
inevitable,  and  a  choice  of  sides,  only,  was  left — and  who  during 
that  War,  have  been  uniformly  and  under  all  circumstances  faith- 
ful to  the  great  principles  of  political  and  personal  liberty. 

Augustus  S.  Merrimon  to  William  A.  Graham  A&H 

Asheville,  N.C., 

November  11th.,  1865. 

I  regret  extremely  that  I  did  not  receive  your  letter  in  reference 
to  the  election  until  too  late  to  make  appointments,  and  address 
the  people.  If  I  could  have  done  so,  this  part  of  the  State  could 
have  been  carried  for  Mr.  Worth  by  a  very  large  majority.  The 
irregularity  of  mails  delayed  information  so  long,  that  we  have 
had  almost  no  time  here  to  reach  the  people.  How  unfortunate! 
The  vote  here  is  hardly  half  a  one.  The  people  did  not  want  to 
vote  for  Holden,  and  many  never  heard  of  Worth. 

In  this  County  Holden  received  568  votes,  Worth  424.  In 
Henderson  and  Transylvania,  (they  vote  together)  Holden  got 
668  and  Worth  240.  I  have  hopes  that  Haywood,  Jackson  and 
Macon  have  gone  for  Worth,  and  he  has  received  a  considerable 
vote  in  other  Counties  West  of  the  ridge. 

Candler,3i5  (Cons.  Whig)  is  elected  Commoner  in  this  Co. — 


3^^  William  Gaston  Candler,  a  Buncombe  County  member  of  the  state  legislature 

(1865-1866.  1868-187;,  1874-1876.  1897-1899),  was  a  "mountain  man"  characterized  by 
a  contemporary  as  "a  sturdy,  stalwart,  rugged  man  of  the  people,  with  brawn  and 
brain  to  match.  ..."  A  successfid  lawyer,  he  nevertheless  preferred  to  wade  in  creeks 
and  fish  than  to  attend  the  courts  in  which  he  orcUnarily  practiced.  Candler  was  an 
unsuccessful  Republican  candidate  for  Congress  in  1872.  Connor,  North  Carolina 
Manual,  1913,  517-518;  Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina,  587.  John 
Preston  Arthur,  Western  North  Carolina  (Raleigh:  Edwards  and  Broughton.  1914), 
39'i,  hereinafter  cited  as  Arthur,  Western  North  Carolina. 
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Blythe,3i6  (Whig,  little  radical)  Commoner  from  Henderson  & 
Transylvania.  He  can  be  managed.  Dr.  Wallen,3i7  Cons.  Whig, 
is  probably  elected  in  Madison  to  Commons.  Earle,3i8  Whig  Con- 
servative, is  elected  Senator  from  this  49th.  Senatorial  Dist. 

I  hope  that  Gaither^is  is  elected  to  Congress,  but  I  have  some 

fears. 

I  may  go  to  Raleigh  at  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  I  think 

I  could  do  something  with  the  members  from  this  part  of  the 
State.  ^ 


George  W.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham.  UNC 

Chapel  Hill, 

November  11th.,  1865. 


Professor  Pool32o  has  been  elected  professor  in  Trinity  College, 
and  I  understand  that  he  has  accepted  it.  He  will  be  greatly 
missed,  both  by  the  professors  and  students.  Please  send  us  ($25.00) 
to  pay  for  some  books,  wood,  Society,  negro  for  cutting  the  wood, 
and  blacking  our  shoes.  The  wood  is  two  dollars  a  load,  which  I 
think  is  very  high  for  a  very  small,  two  horse  wagon  load.  The 
book  [s]  cost  four  dollars.  Mr.  Phillips,  who  we  bought  them  from 
had  to  send  to  New  York  for  them. 


*^i^  James  Blythe,  of  Henderson  County,  was  a  Baptist  minister  and  sometimes 
politician.  Cofounder  and  coeditor  of  the  Carolina  Baptist  established  in  1855,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  state  House  (1865-1868  and  1872-1876)  and  the  state  Senate 
(1868-1870).  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,  648;  Arthur,  Western  North 
Carolina,  452. 

•^1^  Jesse  Wallen,  of  Madison  County,  had  been  a  member  of  the  Commons,  1862- 

1864,  but  was  not  elected  in  1865.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,  689. 

•^1^  Apparently  Merrimon  was  mistaken.  L.  S.  Gash  and  not  William  Madison  Earle 
represented  the  Forty-ninth  senatorial  district  in  the  1865-1866  session  of  the  North 
Carolina  General  Assembly.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,511. 

^^^  Burgess  S.  Gaither  was  elected  to  the  Confederate  Congress  and  served,  1864- 

1865.  Gaither  was  defeated  in  this  election  by  Alexander  H.  Jones.  Connor,  North 
Carolina  Manual,  1913,  978;  Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina,  140n. 

320  Solomon  Pool  (1832-1901),  of  l^asquotank  County,  a  brother  of  John  Pool,  was 
a  product  of  the  planter  class.  In  185'^  he  graduated  from  the  University  of  North 
Carolina.  In  the  same  year  he  began  two  decades  of  service  to  his  alma  mater.  He  was 
tutor,  1853-1860;  adjunct  professor,  1860-1867;  and  president.  1869-1874,  although 
the  university  was  closed  several  years  during  that  time.  Cyclopedia  of  Eminent 
Men  of  the  Carolinas  of  the  Nineteenth   Century  (Ma(hson,  Wis.:   Brant  K:  Fuller, 
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Alfred  M.  Waddell^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Wilmington,  N.C. 
Nov.  13th,  1865 

I  find  in  the  cordial  relations  which  have  always  existed  between 
you  and  my  father — if  not  in  my  own  acquaintance  with  you — a 
sufficient  apology  for  this  letter. 

I  am  a  candidate  for  Soliciter  of  this  Judicial  District  and 
respectfully  ask  your  support  for  that  office  as  a  member  of  the 
ensuing  Legislature. 

It  is  my  "first  office"  and  any  aid  you  may  feel  desposed  to 
render  me  will  be  gratefully  appreciated.  .  .  . 

It  is  needless,  I  hope  to  say  that  I  did  not  support  the  Provi- 
sional Governor  for  re-election. 

Riifiis  Y.  McAden  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Graham,  N.C., 

November  14th.,  1865. 

Soon  after  Gov.  Holden  came  into  power,  I  filed,  through  his 
office,  a  petition  for  pardon,  thinking  that  perhaps  I  came  within 
the  2,000  exception.322  This  petition,  I  learn,  was  forwarded  to 
Washington   by  the  Governor,  with  a  recommendation  that  it 

he  suspended. 

2  volumes,  1892),  401-402;  hereinafter  cited  as  Eminent  Men  of  the  Carolinas; 
Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina,  625-628. 

321  Alfred  Moore  Wacklell  (18.'H-1912)  of  Wilmington,  a  native  of  Hillsborough, 
a  son  of  Hugh  Wacklell,  and  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  was  a 
lawyer,  journalist,  and  politician.  He  was  a  Whig  who  supported  the  Bell-Everett 
ticket  in  1860.  He  was  for  a  time  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Forty  first  North  Carolina 
Regiment.  After  the  war  Waddell  was  a  Democratic  member  of  Congress,  1871-1879, 
and  the  mayor  of  Wilmington,  1898-1904.  Spencer  Alumni  Project;  Biographical 
Directory  of  Congress,  1758. 

•^22  In  his  proclamation  of  August  8,  1865,  Provisional  Governor  Holden  called  for 
the  election  of  delegates  to  a  constitutional  convention.  When  defining  the  conditions 
under  which  many  citizens  were  disfranchised,  he  reiterated  the  fourteen  excluded 
classes  as  outlined  by  President  Johnson  at  the  time  North  Carolina's  provisional 
government  was  established.  Holden  attempted  to  clarify  the  status  of  those  citizens 
who  were  excluded  because  they  owned  more  than  $20,000  of  taxable  property.  He 
stipulated  that  the  exclusion  from  political  rights  applied  to  those  wealthy  men 
who  had  held  state  or  Confederate  civil  or  diplomatic  office,  borne  arms,  or  willingly 
aided  the  rebellion  by  financial  support.  Ihe  c]uestion  arose  as  to  whether  wealthy 
men  who  had  done  none  of  these  things  were  inchukHl.  Holden's  l)roadside  was 
published  in  the  Raleigh  Daily  Sentinel,  An^xsi  II,  1865. 
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When  the  Governor's  proclamation  came  out,  defining  the 
2,000  exemption,  I  was  satisfied  that  I  did  not  come  within  the 
exemption,  &  consequently  gave  myself  no  further  trouble  about 
the  matter. 

I  see  the  Standard  says  I  cannot  take  my  seat  in  the  Legislature, 
for  want  of  pardon,  I  learn  you  visit  Washington,  will  you  be  kind 
enough  to  get  my  pardon,  as  it  might  prevent  trouble,  as  Gov. 
Holden  will  do  all  he  can  to  defeat  a  Worth  Legislature. 

William  A.  Graham  to  William  W.  Holden^^^  UNC 

Hillsboro', 

November  14th.,  1865. 

Having  been  elected  a  Senator  from  the  district  of  Orange  in 
the  ensuing  General  Assembly  of  N.C.,  I  have  the  honor  herewith 
to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  Sheriffs  certificate  of  the  fact,  and  respect- 
fully to  request,  that  the  information  may  be  communicated  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  that  his  determina- 
tion in  regard  to  my  Petition  for  pardon  under  his  Proclamation 
of  the  29th.  of  May  last,  may  be  obtained,  as  early  as  his  conven- 
ience may  allow. 

Very  Respecttfully, 
Your  Obed't  Serv't, 
WILLIAM  A.  GRAHAM 

William  A.  Graham  to  Andrew  Johns on^^^  UNC 

Hillsborough,  N.C., 
November  14th.,  1865. 

Having  been  elected  a  Senator  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
North  Carolina,  from  the  district  of  Orange,  to  convene  on  the 
4th.  Monday  of  the  present  month,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  Sheriffs  certificate  to  that  effect;  and 
respectfully  to  request  your  consideration  of  my  Petition  for 
Pardon,  under  the  Proclamation  of  the  President,  of  the  29th. 


■^2^  Copy. 
324  Copy. 
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of  May  last,  which  was  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Governor  of  N.  C. 
on  the  27th.  of  July  last. 

May  I  ask  that  you  will  cause  this  note  to  be  acknowledged,  and 
your  reply  to  be  communicated  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  suit  your 
convenience. 

With  the  highest  respect, 
Your  Obed't  Serv't, 
WILLIAM  A.  GRAHAM 

Seat  on  Gales^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh, 

Nov.  16th.,  1865. 


You  have  doubtless  observed  the  course  of  Holden's  paper 
since  the  election.  He  is  busily  engaged  in  the  effort  to  brand  the 
State  with  disloyalty,  and  to  retard  restoration. 

Will  you  excuse  me  the  additional  freedom  of  suggesting  that, 
if  you  would  advise  Mr.  Worth326  to  go  to  Washington,  and  explain 
the  true  relation  of  affairs  in  N.C.,  he  might  be  induced  to  do  so, 
and  with  the  best  results. 


^25  Seaton  Gales  (1828-1878),  of  Raleigh,  was  the  son  of  Weston  Gales  and  succeeded 
his  father  as  editor  of  the  Raleigh  Register.  Only  twenty  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death  in  July,  1848,  Seaton  Gales  had  graduated  the  previous  month  from 
the  University  of  North  Carolina,  sharing  top  honors  with  a  classmate.  He  became 
the  first  trained  newspaper  editor  in  North  Carolina.  Under  young  Gales's  editor- 
ship the  Register  continued  to  be  an  organ  of  the  Whig  party.  He  took  a  moderate 
position  on  the  question  of  sectional  differences.  Like  many  other  Whigs  he  was 
perplexed  at  the  declining  fortunes  of  the  party  and  by  the  mid-1850s  had  embraced 
Know-Nothingism.  This  defection,  which  rankled  old-line  Whigs,  combined  with 
financial  difficulties  and  caused  Seaton  Gales  to  assign  the  Register  and  all  its  debts 
to  Daniel  G.  Fowle.  The  paper  was  sold  at  public  auction  and  thus  passed  from  the 
Gales  family  to  other  hands. 

For  the  next  several  years  Gales  was  associated  with  the  North  Carolina  Bank. 
When  the  Civil  War  came,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  of  the  Fourth  North  Carolina 
Regiment.  He  arose  to  major  while  serving  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
Captured  at  Fisher's  Hill  in  October,  1864,  he  was  imprisonetl  at  Johnson's  Island. 
After  the  war  Seaton  Gales  was  briefly  associate  editor  of  the  Raleigh  Sentinel  but 
soon  accepted  a  position  as  secretary  of  the  North  Carolina  Home  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Raleigh,  where  he  remained  until  1877.  Robert  Neal  Elliott,  Jr.,  The  Raleigh 
Register,  1799-1863  (Chapel  Hill:  University  of  North  Carolina  Press,  19.55),  89-90, 
100-101,  hereinafter  cited  as  Elliott,  Raleigh  Register. 

^26  On  November  9,  1865,  Jonathan  Worth  was  elected  governor,  defeating  Pro- 
visional Governor  Holden  by  a  substantial  margin.  Worth  received  a  majority  of 
5,937  out  of  a  total  vote  of  nearly  60,000.  He  carried  fifty-four  of  eighty-nine  counties. 
Hamilton,  Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina,  139. 
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William  A.  Graham  to  David  L.  Swain  A&H 

Hillsboro', 
*     November  18th.,  1865. 

I  have  sent  copies  of  the  certificate  of  my  election  to  President 
Johnson,  and  Atto.  Gen'l  Speed,  by  mail,  and  to  Gov.  Holden  by 
special  messenger — all  accompanied  by  appropriate  notes  re- 
questing a  determination  on  my  Pet'n  for  pardon. 

The  Gov.  was  sick  in  bed,  and  John,  my  son,  did  not  see  him. 
Col.  Cannon327  sent  a  verbal  message  that  the  certificate  and 
letter  should  be  forwarded  to  Washington,  etc. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Worth  is  an  instance  of  spontaneous  com- 
bustion, the  people  only  wanting  a  candidate  to  effect  their  object. 
The  defeat  of  the  mail  facilities  prevented  the  mountains  from 
sharing,  as  they  would  have  done,  in  the  result. 

InBunccmbeH.  568  Worth   424 

Henderson  &:  Trans,  H  668  W.  240 

Candler  C.  in  Buncombe,  Blythe,  H.  ^  Trans,  a  little  radical 
Dr.  William  Madison  Earle,  Whig  Cons  [ervative]  Senator  from 
that  district.  Jones^^s  of  Hend'n  said  to  be  elected  to  Congress. 

Daniel  H.  Hill  to  William  A.  Graham.  UNC 

Davidson  College,  N.C., 
Nov.  19th.,  1865. 

You  will  have  heard  before  this  of  the  death  of  Maj.  Morri- 
son.329  In  my  long  acquaintance  with  him,  I  never  heard  him  utter 
a  profane,  an  immodest,  or  even  unbecoming  expression.  There 
never  was  a  more  devoted  son  and  brother,  or  a  more  upright, 


-^'^"^  Joseph  S.  Cannon 

•"^^H  Alexander  Hamilton  Jones  (1822-1901),  of  Henderson  C^ounty,  beaime  a  mer- 
chant after  attending  Emory  and  Heni-y  College.  He  joined  the  Union  army  in  186.S 
and  subsequently  was  captured  and  imprisoned.  He  escaped  and  returned  to  the 
army.  A  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  CJonvention  of  1865,  Jones  was  elected  to 
Congress  later  in  the  year  but  was  not  seated.  He  was  elected  again  and  sened  as  a 
Republican  congressman  from  1868  to  1871.  He  lixed  in  Washington,  D.C.,  atid 
Maryland  until  1884,  when  he  moved  to  Asheville,  then  to  Indian  lerritory,  and 
finally  to  California.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1 1,S4. 

329  William  W.  Morrison,  Ciraham's  nephew. 
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honourable,  and  high  toned  gentleman.  My  poor  wife^^o  was 
very  tenderly  attached  to  him,  next  to  her  in  age,  her  playfellow 
and  schoolmate,  her  grief  is  excessive,  &  seems  to  be  too  deep- 
seeted  [sic]  for  me  to  hope  for  a  return  soon  to  her  wonted  cheer- 
fulness. 

At  such  a  time  I  dislike  to  write  upon  business,  but  am  con- 
strained to  do  so.  Mr.  Augustus  Orr^si  ^old  me  that  you  wished 
to  purchase  in  Charlotte.  My  house  is  for  sale,  but  it  is  rented  for 
another  year.  I  was  compelled  to  rent  it  in  order  to  live.  There 
are  three  lots  connected  with  the  house,  an  enclosed  lot  next  to  it, 
Sc  an  unenclosed  next  to  Dr.  Wayt's.  I  think  that  in  all  there  is 
about  20/8  acres.  The  lot  the  house  is  on  has  a  great  deal  of 
choice  apples,  peaches,  figs,  pears,  grapes,  etc.,  etc.  It  has  a  most 
delicious  well  of  water,  &:  excellent  out-buildings.  The  situation, 
I  think,  is  one  of  the  most  eligible  in  town.  The  three  lots  cost 
me  $7,300.  in  Confederate  money  the  first  year  of  the  war,  in 
other  words,  when  that  money  was  good.  The  house  has  lately 
been  insured  for  two  years. 

I  offer  to  sell  simply  because  I  cannot  afford  to  keep  a  house 
here  &:  there  also. 

William  E.  Pell^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Raleigh,  N.C., 

November  24th.,  1865. 

My  Dear  Gov. 

As  the  day  approaches  for  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  I 
feel  the  more  anxious  about  your  pardon.  Have  you  any  informa- 
tion about  it?  Rumor  on  the  street  says  that  Hon.  Jos.  Turner 


330  Isabella  Sophia  Morrison  Hill  (1825-1904).  Clark,  "Graham  Descendants." 

331  Augustus  Junius  Orr  (1838-1866),  of  Charlotte,  was  William  A.  Graham's  great 
nephew,  the  son  of  Mary  Ann  Graham  and  James  Harvey  Orr.  Clark,  "Graham 
Descendants." 

332  William  Edward  Pell,  editor  of  the  Raleigh  Daily  Sentinel,  opposed  radical  re- 
construction. 
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has  been  pardoned.  If  you  hear  any  news  about  it,  telegraph  me 
to-morrow.  Dr.  Powell,  I  suppose,  will  be  here  tonight.  Perhaps 
he  will  bring  it  with  him.  Our  friends  and  I  believe  the  Holden- 
ites  look  to  you  as  our  first  Senator  in  the  U.S.  Cong., — next  to 
you  our  friends  think  of  Vance  for  the  second.  I  believe  if  we  could 
get  back,  no  two  men  could  do  so  much  for  the  State  as  you  ^ 
himself.  On  account  of  your  objection  to  being  Speaker  hereto- 
fore, Sc  because  of  the  purpose  to  put  you  forward  for  the  U.S. 
Senate,  our  friends  will  put  Col.  Ferebee  forward  for  Speaker  of 
the  Senate,  8c  I  think  S.  F.  Phillips  for  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 
I  hope  that  will  meet  your  idea. 

We  want  Huested^^s  g^-  Englehard334  Clerks  of  Senate,  Englehard 
for  Principal,  Sc  Huested  desires  to  be  Reading  Cl'k.  Englehard 
has  done  us  good  service,  8c  is  a  very  superior  Cl'k.  I  hope  you  will 
be  here  to  sustain  them  both.  We  want  Gales^^s  for  principal  Cl'k 
of  the  House.  I  have  determined  to  run  for  State  Printer,  and 
have  made  arrangements  to  do  the  work.  If  you  are  here,  I  want 
you  to  nominate  me.  I  wanted  S.  F.  Phillips  to  nominate  me  in 
the  House,  but  if  he  is  made  Speaker  I  shall  get  some  one  else. 
Gov.  Vance  believes  if  he  were  elected  Senator  he  would  get  his 
pardon  at  once. 

In  haste — I  hope  you  will  come  early  Sc  let  me  know  when 
you  come. 

[P.S.]  Judge  Gilliam  has  just  returned  from  above,  and  says  that 
it  has  been  discovered  that  there  was  an  error  in  the  count  for 
Congress  in  the  5th.  Dis't,  and  that  Hanes  is  elected! 

James  Graham  Ram^say  to  William.  A.  Graham.  UNC 

Palermo, 

Rowan  County,  N.C, 
November  25th.,  1865. 

I  am  under  obligations  to  you  for  two  communications;  one 
in  May  last,  and  the  other  just  previous  to  announcing  myself 


33:5  H.  W.  H listed. 

334  Joseph  Adolphus  Engelhard  (1832-1879),  of  Edgecombe  County,  a  native  of 
Mississippi,  was  a  graduate  of  the  Univei>»ity  of  North  Carolina,  Confederate  major, 
editor  in  Raleigh  and  Wilmington,  and  secretary  of  state,  1877-1879.  A  Conservative 
in  politics,  he  was  clerk  of  the  Senate  in  the  sessions  of  1865-1866  and  1866-1867. 
Spencer  Ahnnni  Project;  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,  474-475;  Hamilton, 
Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina,  ■i62n. 

335  Seaton  Cales. 
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a  candidate  for  Congress.  I  desire  to  acknowledge  and  answer 
them. 

You  see  by  the  papers  that  Col.  Walkup  has  defeated  me  by 
58  votes.  The  vote  stood  3455  for  Walkup,  3397  for  myself,  and 
about  1500  for  Sloan.  I  deferred  very  greatly  to  your  judgment  in 
running  opposition  to  Mr.  Worth.  When  in  Raleigh — just 
previous  to  declaring  myself — I  advised  Mr.  Worth  not  to  run, 
for  reasons  which  I  gave  him,  but  at  the  same  time  I  informed  him 
that  I  would  support  him,  if  he  should  be  a  candidate.  I  had 
great  doubts  about  his  success,  and  felt  almost  certain  that  it 
would  be  the  cause  of  my  own  defeat.  I  rejoice  to  believe  that  he 
is  elected — although  his  majority  will  be  small.  My  defeat  is  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  race  was  triangular.  I  would  have  beaten 
either  of  my  competitors  single  handed,  from  one  to  two  thousand 
votes.  Walkup's  friends,  for  the  most  part,  would  have  preferred 
me  to  Sloan;  and  Sloan's  friends  would  have  supported  me  in 
preference  to  Walkup.  As  it  was,  Walkup  got  the  old  Lander336 
vote  in  most  of  the  old  district,  while  my  vote  against  Lander 
was  divided  between  Sloan  and  myself, — ^while  in  the  new  Coun- 
ties Sloan  divided  the  vote  with  me.  I  lost  Cabarrus  through  Dr. 
Bingham 's337  defection,  because  I  would  not  go  for  Holden.  I 
lost  Catawba  partly  through  the  unfairness  of  Col.  Walkup. 
Throughout  the  canvass — which  was  an  imperfect  one — the  Col. 
refused  to  declare  for  either  Worth  or  Holden.  In  Yadkin  he 
affiliated  with  Hanes,  because  the  latter  declared  publicly  against 
me,  because  I  announced  myself  for  Worth,  but  the  day  before 
the  election  he  went  to  Catawba,  where  he  had  without  my  knowl- 
edge, made  an  appointment  to  speak,  and  made  a  speech  and 
declared  publicly  for  Worth.  He  did  so  doubtless  because  it  was 
whispered  in  his  ear  that  Catawba  was  for  Worth  three  to  one. 
He  then  came  to  Salisbury,  where  he  was  on  day  of  election  pro - 


^^^  William  Lander  (1817-1868)  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  who,  with  his  family, 
settletl  in  Lincoln  County  about  1826.  He  was  educated  by  the  Lincolnton  Academy 
and  Cokesbury  College,  South  Carolina,  before  reading  law  with  James  R.  Dodge. 
A  public-spirited  man,  Lander  was  interested  in  education  and  internal  improve 
ments.  An  avxlent  Democrat,  he  supported  Breckinridge  in  the  election  of  1860.  As  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1861  he  strongly  favored  secession. 
Lander  was  a  state  legislator  (1852-1854)  and  a  Confederate  congressman  (1862-1864). 
McCormick,  Convention  Personnel,  52;  Sherrill,  Annals  of  Lincoln  County,  82,  136, 
147,157,  197-199. 

^•^^  Dr.  L.  S.  Bingham  represented  Cabarnis  County  in  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  1865.  Connor,  North  Carolina  Manual,  1913,  870. 
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claiming  that  I  had  injured  myself  in  that  County  by  having 
stated  in  a  speech  there,  before  he  became  a  candidate,  that  I  had 
never  learned  "either  to  love  the  Confederacy,  or  to  hate  the 
Union."  His  presence,  at  that  time,  in  my  town,  I  looked  upon  as 
ungenerous,  because  I  have  never  been  in  his  County  in  my  life. 
It  had  the  effect  of  inspiring  some  to  action  that  day,  who  pro- 
claimed him  in  the  streets  "a  Confederate  Saviour,"  and  he  got 
147  votes  at  that  box,  one  hundred  of  which  he  would  not  have 
gotten,  if  his  generosity  had  been  equal  to  my  forbearance,  or 
even  to  his  reputed  gallantry. 

I  am  not  sore-headed,  or  censorious,  but  in  the  best  of  spirits, 
I  trouble  you  with  this,  which  is  not  the  half,  to  let  you  know  how 
the  land  lay.  Walkup  was  either  a  Worth  or  a  Holden  man,  as 
it  would  most  promote  his  election. 

Sloan  ran  so  well  because  he  professed  to  be  able  to  take  the 
oath,  and  because  he  had  the  Standard's  influence.  I  demonstrated 
to  the  people  that  he  would  not  be  permitted  to  take  the  oath,  if 
elected,  because  he  had  exercised  the  functions  of  an  office  on  the 
Literary  Board.  He  stated  to  the  people  that  he  would  have  suf- 
fered death  or  have  left  the  country  before  he  would  have  borne 
arms  against  the  United  States.  I  urged  the  people  to  vote  for  the 
man  of  their  choice,  and  not  to  signalize  their  return  to  the  Union 
by  a  voluntary  surrender  of  the  freedom  of  choice.  If  I  entertain 
my  present  views,  I  shall  be  on  hand  at  the  next  election. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  feel  that  you  and  others  have  been  greatly 
wronged  by  Holden,  and  I  have  resented  it  for  your  sakes,  by  vot- 
ing for  Worth,  but  I  do  hope  the  reactionary  feeling  against 
Holden  will  be  so  managed  that  the  Secesh  leaders  will  not  worm 
themselves  into  life  and  power.  I  am  for  no  other  proscription 
for  the  past,  than  such  as  is  made  at  the  ballot  box,  but  if  those 
who  led  in  Secession  are  promoted,  it  will  divide  our  own  people 
and  unite  the  North  against  us. 

It  would  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  see  you,  and  talk  over 
matters  in  extenso,  but  I  cannot  do  so  as  at  present  situated.  It  has 
been  my  good  fortune,  for  the  most  part,  to  agree  with  you  in 
sentiment  and  policy,  and  I  do  not  feel  that  either  of  us  have  lost 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  although  I  appear  to  be  under  the 
frown  of  the  people,  and  you  under  that  of  an  Executive. 
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A.  Riifiis  Bryan^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Locust  Hill, 

November  26th.,  1865. 

Yours  of  the  26th.  Ultimo  was  received  only  a  day  or  two  pre- 
vious to  the  election,  too  late,  (I  regret  to  say)  to  bring  about  any 
co-operation  that  might  avail  anything  towards  adding  to  Mr. 
Holden's  defeat. 

I  attended  the  Election  Precinct  at  Rutherfordton,  Sc  found 
great  apathy  on  the  part  of  the  true  men  of  the  County,  which 
was  owing  in  part  to  a  want  of  knowledge  of  Mr.  Worth's  claims 
&:  political  life.  I  fancy  that  I  aided  to  a  considerable  extent  to 
acquaint  our  citizens  of  his  merits,  &  succeeded  in  giving  him 
many  votes  which  he  would  not  have  reed. 

The  proscriptive  policy  of  Mr.  H.  was  more  manifest  towards 
the  citizens  of  R.  than  any  other  County  of  the  State,  if  I  have 
been  correctly  informed,  instructions  having  been  reed,  pur- 
porting to  come  from  Gov.  H.,  for  the  Commissioners  of  the  Co., 
appointed  to  administer  the  oath,  to  use  their  own  discretion 
in  accepting  or  rejecting  applicants.  Whereupon  some  40  of  the 
best  and  most  substantial  citizens  of  this  Co.  were  refused  the 
privilege,  &:  even  when  they  obtained  the  oath  from  the  Federal 
Officer  in  command  at  Morganton,  were  not  permitted  to  vote 
for  the  Convention  Candidates,  &  very  many  of  whom  were  still 
in  ignorance  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Convention,  conceeding 
[sic]  the  right  subsequently  to  them;  failed  to  do  so  at  the  late 
election.  For  these,  and  other,  causes,  there  was  not  more  than 
half  of  the  strength  of  Rutherford  Co.,  polled  at  the  last  election. 
The  Candidates  for  the  Legislature  here  had  no  opposition, 
received  merely  a  nominal  vote.  The  Commoners,  both  men  of 
no  reputation,  either  for  ability,  or  social  position,  &:  I  venture 
to  say,  could  not  have  filled  any  office  of  trust,  or  respectable 
position,  in  the  Counties.  Col.  Harris,^39  you  know,  who  filled  otit 


'■^'■^^  A.  Rufiis  Bryan,  a  Rutheifordton  merchant,  lepresentecl  Rutherford  County 
in  the  Conmions  from  1862  to  1865.  Griffin,  History  of  Old  Tryon  and  Rutherford 
Counties,  25:^-254. 

339  Ceburn  L.  H.  Harris  (1822-1908),  of  Rutherford  County,  was  a  large  landholder 
who  became  interested  in  public  service  during  the  Civil  War.  He  was  a  lieutenant 
colonel  of  militia;  delegate  to  the  conventions  of  1865  and  1868;  state  senator,  1865- 
1867;  and  superintendent  of  public  works,  1868  1872,  when  the  legislature  reduced 
his  salary,  forcing  his  resignation.  Personally  honest,  but  a  partisan  Repul)lican, 
Harris  broke  with  Holden  and  other  Republican  leaders  as  a  consequence  of  pro- 
posed frauds.  After  Reconstruction  he  held  minor  federal  appointments  and  was 
mayor  of  Rutherfordton.  Griffin,  History  of  Old  Tryon  and  Rutherford  Counties, 
319  .S  20. 
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the  unexpired  term  of  Col.  Dickenson^^o  &  ^vas  subsequently 
defeated  by  Dr.  Miller^^i  of  Cleveland  Co.  by  a  large  majority. 
He  is  a  tool  of  Holden's,  &:  will  be  influenced  by  him  in  all  things 
political. 

We  are  much  gratified  to  hear  of  the  undoubted  indications 
of  Mr.  Worth's  election,  8c  hope  that  if  "the  powers  that  be" 
permit  his  succession  to  office,  a  better  policy,  Sc  freer  priviledges 
of  citizenship  may  ensue. 

I  trust  that  there  may  have  been  good  men  enough  elected 
throughout  the  State,  to  the  Gen'l  Assembly,  that  may  set  aside 
party  spirit,  Sc  make  us  a  selection  of  public  officers  that  will  give 
Nor.  Carolina  that  high  position  in  the  Councils  of  the  Country 
that  she  has  hitherto  held.  There  is  no  man  in  the  State,  (permit 
me  to  add)  that  I  would  prefer  to  your  honored  self,  as  one  of  our 
U.S.  Senators,  Sc  hope  that  the  position  will  be  tendered  to  you. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  and  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  reception  of  your  past  communications,  8c  will 
always,  in  future,  be  pleased  to  receive  them. 

My  father  &:  family  are  in  usual  health,  Sc  would,  if  present, 
send  his  kindest  regards  to  you. 

Very  truly  your  obliged  friend, 

Open  Letter  to  Daily  Sentinel,  a&H 

November  28, 1865^"^^ 

MR.  EDITOR: — Our  country  has  just  emerged  from  the  most  terrible 
civil  commotion  of  modern  times.  Many  of  the  fairest  portions 
of  the  "Sunny  South"  are  still  smoking  from  the  dread  ravages  of 
fierce  intestine  war.  The  bitter  antipathies  engendered  by  the 
late  sanguinary  contest  are  not  yet  entirely  extinct  in  the  bosoms 
of  our  people.  Under  such  circumstances  our  State  Legislature 


•^^^  Mark  Overton  Dickerson  (1813-188'^),  a  large  landowner  and  prosperous  busi- 
nessman of  Rutherford  County,  served  as  a  militia  captain  in  the  removal  of  the 
Cherokees  in  1838;  he  was  sheriff,  clerk  of  court,  Confederate  captain,  and  state 
senator,  1862-1864.  Griffin,  History  of  Old  Try  on  and  Rutherford  Counties,  226-221 . 

341  William  John  Twitty  Miller  (1805-1886),  a  native  of  Rutherford  County  who 
settled  in  what  became  Cleveland  County,  was  a  graduate  in  medicine  from  Iran- 
sylvania  University.  He  established  his  practice  on  the  Broad  River  in  Rutherford 
(new  Cleveland)  County.  A  dedicated  Whig  Unionist,  Miller  was  a  member  of  the 
state  legislature  seven  times  l^etween  1836  and  1874.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1861,  opposing  secession  until  after  Lincoln's  call  for  troops. 
For  nearly  fifty  years  Miller  was  an  active  layman  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chinch, 
South.  McCormick,  Convention  Personnel,  63. 

3'*2  From  the  Daily  Sentinel,  November  28,  1865. 
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now  meets  to  legislate  for  us.  Many  great  and  grave  responsibilities 
rest  upon  it.  It  must  adopt  such  measures  as  are  yet  necessary  to 
restore  the  South  to  her  former  relations  with  the  Federal  Union. 
First  and  foremost  among  these  will  be  its  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Federal  Constitution,  abolishing  slavery  in  the  United 
States.  This  duty,  I  doubt  not,  it  will  early  perform.  The  people 
of  North  Carolina  are  a  loyal  people.  They  are  waiting  to  "go 
home."  They  are  anxious  to  return  again  "to  the  old  mansion." 
They  expect  their  representatives  to  remote  every  obstacle  which 
yet  remains  in  the  way.  They  regard  the  institution  of  slavery  as 
practically  extinct.  No  sensible  man  in  the  State  ever  expects  to 
see  it  revived — few,  or  none  of  them,  desire  that  it  should  be. 
Then  there  can  be  no  difficulty  on  this  point. 

But  another  very  important  duty  will  remain  to  be  discharged 
by  it — I  mean  the  election  of  United  States  Senators.  This  is  a 
much  more  important  matter  than  many  are  disposed  to  allow. 
It  is,  I  conceive,  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  in  making  these  elec- 
tions, to  keep  constantly  in  view  one  great  object — ^the  reconcilia- 
tion of  our  people  to  one  another,  and  to  the  general  government. 
No  man  should  be  elected  who,  from  his  antecedents,  would  be 
objectionable  to  the  national  authorities.  Yet  some  man  should 
be  elected  in  whom  all  parties  in  the  State  have  confidence,  and 
who  would  also  be  acceptable  to  the  government.  Have  we  such 
a  man?  We  have,  in  the  person  of  that  great  Statesman  and  incor- 
ruptible patriot,  the  Hon.  WILLIAM  A.  GRAHAM. 

Gov  Graham  was  noted  for  his  life  long  devotion  to  the  Ameri- 
can Union.  During  the  ever  memorable  agitation  of  1860,  '61,  he 
stood  by  the  Union  to  the  last.  He  plead  its  cause  with  all  the  zeal 
of  his  noble  nature,  and  with  all  the  fervor  of  his  patriotic  heart. 
He  yielded  at  last  only  to  circumstances  over  which  he  had  no 
control — to  the  action  of  Tennessee  and  Virginia.  When  North 
Carolina  was  thus  forced  to  take  her  stand  with  the  seceded  States, 
he  went  with  his  State.  He  nobly  did  what  he  conceived  to  be  his 
duty  to  her.  He  gave  all  his  sons  to  the  cause  of  Southern  Inde- 
pendence. He  stood  by  the  Confederacy  as  long  as  there  remained 
a  hope  for  it.  Yet  in  his  zeal  for  it,  he  never  for  one  moment  lost 
his  balance.  He  stood  forth  throughout  the  whole  contest  as  the 
noblest  champion  of  civil  liberty,  against  the  encroachments  of 
the  military.  His  speech  in  the  Convention  against  the  test  oath 
ordinance  of  Judge  Biggs,  should  forever  render  him  dear  to  the 
hearts  of  the  Union  men  of  North  Carolina,  whose  honest  senti- 
ments he  respected.  His  efforts  in  the  Confederate  Senate  in 
opposition  to  the  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  great  writ  of 
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habeas  corpus,  is  scarcely  less  deserving  of  their  gratitude.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  sacrifices  which  he  made  to  the  Southern  cause 
have  secured  for  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  war  men. 

When  he  saw  that  the  cause  was  lost,  he  bent  all  his  energies  to 
close  the  war  by  negotiation.  He  labored  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  last  session  of  the  Confederate  Congress  to  that  end.  He  was 
mainly  instrumental  in  getting  up  the  peace  mission  to  Fortress 
Monroe.  Upon  its  rettirn,  he  more  than  once  visited  Mr.  Davis, 
in  person,  and  urged  him  to  send  another,  and  treat  upon  the  best 
terms  that  could  be  obtained.  If  this  patriotic  advice  had  been 
followed,  how  much  of  property  and  how  many  thousands  of  val- 
uable lives  might  have  been  saved  to  the  South?  But  it  was  re- 
jected. Yet  he  did  not  cease  in  his  efforts  for  peace.  He  then  desired 
the  call  of  a  State  Convention  for  that  purpose,  but  failed. 

Such  is  the  record  of  WILLIAM  A.  GRAHAM.  He  is,  in  a  more  emi- 
nent degree  than  any  other  man  in  North  Carolina,  a  representa- 
tive of  both  the  late  parties.  He  is  among  the  purest  of  her  patri- 
ots. He  is  the  ablest  of  her  living  statesmen.  His  submission  to  the 
national  government  is  final  and  without  reserve.  His  devotion 
to  the  Union  cannot  be  questioned.  His  election  to  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  would  give  more  universal  satisfaction  to  the 
people  of  North  Carolina  than  that  of  any  other  man  in  the  State. 
It  would  go  further  to  reconcile  our  people  to  one  another,  and  to 
the  Union,  than  any  other  event  that  could  happen.  In  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  we  would  all  feel  proud  of  him.  He  would 
stand  there  among  the  Senators — the  peer  of  the  proudest  and 
ablest  among  them — their  equal  in  talent,  in  virtue  and  in  states- 
manship. In  his  person,  as  her  representative,  our  good  old  State 
would  be  respected  as  she  should  be.  Then  will  the  Legislature 
fail  to  elect  him?  I  cannot  believe  that  it  will.  I  am  almost  sure  that 
it  will  not. 

CONCILIATION. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Susan  Washingtori  Graham        A&H 

^  .^  Raleigh, 

Wednesday, 

Nov.  29th.,  1865. 

My  Dearest 

You  will  have  seen  in  the  papers  the  organization  of  the  two 
Houses  of  the  Legislature,  and  that  I  did  not  take  my  seat.  I  called 
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on  Monday  morning  at  the  Executive  Office,  and  inquired 
whether  any  reply  had  been  received  to  my  recent  communica- 
tion, and  was  informed  by  the  Gov'rs  aids  [sic]  that  there  had  not. 
He  still  remains  at  his  house.  Today  the  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture unanimously  signed  a  request  to  the  Pres't  for  my  pardon, 
and  a  committee  were  to  carry  it  to  the  Gov.  for  his  recommenda- 
tion this  afternoon,  but  the  result  has  not  yet  transpired.  I  can 
hardly  form  an  opinion,  as  to  the  result.  The  Legislature  is  dis- 
posed, with  a  near  approach  to  unanimity,  to  elect  me  to  the 
Senate  U.S.  and  will  certainly  do  so  if  a  pardon  is  received,  and 
may  do  so  even  if  it  is  not.  Mr.  Pell  was  today  elected  public 
printer  by  23  majority  over  the  Standard  press.  The  city  is  full  of 
candidates,  and  electioneering  is  the  order  of  the  day. 

I  hope  to  be  at  home  certainly  by  Saturday  night,  and  may 
be  before. 


News  from  Washington  is  not  encouraging.  Dr.  Powell  is  here, 
and  with  a  fair  outside,  is,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  very  much 
prejudiced  against  me. 


Kenneth  Raynerto  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Thursday  night, 

November  30th.,  1865. 

I  should  have  called  to  see  you  to-day — but  have  been  so  indis- 
posed I  could  not  leave  the  House. 

I  am  very  anxious  to  see  you  a  few  moments  to-night.  I  dislike  to 
ask  you  to  come  to  see  me,  and  yet,  that  is  the  only  way  in  which 
I  can  have  an  interview  with  you. 

I  will  regard  it  as  a  very  great  favor  if  you  can  call  to  see  me.  My 
business  /  consider  important. 
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J.  A.  Sloan^^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

RichmoncL  Va. 
Nov.  30th,  1865 

At  the  request  of  Brig  Gnl  Jno.  R.  Cooke^^^  I  write  you  to  get  a 
paper  recommending  him  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
"National  Express  co."  He  desires  employment,  and  has  been 
advised  by  his  Friends  to  seek  a  place  in  this  "Co."  Anything  you 
may  say  favoring  his  cause  will  be  gratefully  received  by  him.  Your 
son  Jimmie  can  give  you  any  information  you  may  desire  relative 
to  his  competency.  He  served  under  him  &:  was  intimate  with  him. 

The  "Board"  meets  on  Tuesday  next,  and  he  wishes  these 
papers  to  appear  before  this  board  at  its  meeting. 

Should  you  comply  please  direct  what  you  may  say  to  me  &:  I 
will  hand  him. 

James  A.  Graham  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Hillsboro',  N.C., 

December  2nd.,  1865. 

My  dear  Father, 

Enclosed  I  send  you  some  letters  which  have  come  for  you  since 
you  left  home.  Mother  opened  them,  to  see  if  there  was  anything 
in  them  that  needed  immediate  attention.  One  of  them,  from 
Capt.  Sloan,  asking  for  a  letter  of  recommendation  for  Gen.  Cooke, 
says  that  I  can  tell  you  his  qualifications. 

In  all  my  association  with  him,  I  think  he  showed  great  business 
qualities,  and  I  think  will  do  well  in  any  place,  for  he  is  a  man  of 
great  energy.  I  hope  you  will  give  him  as  good  a  recommendation 
as  possible,  for  he  was  always  very  kind  to  me  while  I  was  in  the 
Army  with  him. 


Please  send  the  letter  of  recommendation  for  Gen.  Cooke  right 
away,  as  I  will  be  glad  if  you  can  aid  him  in  any  way  in  getting  the 
position. 


^'*^  John  A.  Sloan,  of  Guilford  County,  was  colonel  of  the  Twenty-seventh  North 
Carolina  Regiment.  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  II,  425-427. 
=^44  John  R.Cooke. 
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Article  from  Daily  Sentinel,  December  2, 1865^^ 


On  general  grounds,  no  Southern  man  more  richly  deserves 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  President.  In  the  fierce  conflict 
of  the  Presidential  election  of  1860,  Gov.  Graham  was  conspicuous 
for  his  decided  hostility  to  the  position  and  objects  of  the  Seces- 
sionists. In  the  early  part  of  1861  he  was  among  those  who  led  the 
people  of  North  Carolina  to  cast  so  large  a  vote,  not  against  seces- 
sion only,  but  even  against  the  holding  of  a  Convention  which 
might  lead  to  Secession,  and  only  yielded  when  the  action  of 
Virginia  left  North  Carolina  scarcely  any  other  alternative. 

He  was  a  member  ot  the  Confederate  Senate,  but  was  among 
the  leading  men  in  upholding  the  rights  of  the  people,  against 
the  dangerous  encroachments  of  power.  His  opposition  to  the 
suspension  of  the  privilege  of  habeas  corpus  endeared  him  to  all 
men  who  favor  the  supremacy  of  law. 

In  the  session  of  '64,  -5,  Gov.  Graham  was  known  as  one  of  the 
'Union  Senators,'  and  we  remember  well  the  odium  heaped  on 
him  in  certain  quarters,  because  of  his  persistent  efforts  towards 
negotiation,  and  we  know  likewise  the  grief  he  felt,  and  expressed, 
at  the  failure  of  the  Hampton  Roads  conference,  from  which  he, 
in  common  with  thousands,  hoped  so  much.  That  failing,  he  ad- 
vocated the  scheme  of  separate  State  action,  so  earnest  was  he  to 
restore  to  this  distracted  and  desolated  people  the  blessings  of 
peace. 

Surely,  few  men  deserve  more  richly  the  favor  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
and  we  hope  he  will  soon  place  him  in  a  position  in  which  his 
character  and  talents  may  be  of  service  to  his  fellow-citizens. 

Certificate  of  Election  UNC 

STATE  OF  NORTH-CAROLINA, 
EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

Raleigh,  N.  C. 

December  4th.,  1865. 

It  having  appeared,  from  the  certificates  of  the  Speakers  and 
Clerks  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Commons  of  the  General  Assem- 


345  From   the  Raleigh   Daily  Sentinel,  December  2,  1865,  quoting  the  Petersburg 
Index. 
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bly  of  the  State  of  North  CaroUna,  that  at  an  election  held  this  day 
for  a  United  States  Senator,  that  William  A.  Graham,  of  the 
County  of  Orange,  and  State  aforesaid,  received  a  majority  of  votes 
cast  on  joint  ballot  of  both  houses,  the  said  William  A.  Graham 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  duly  elected  a  Senator,  to  represent  the 
said  State  of  North  Carolina  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  term  of  Six  Years  from  the  fourth  day  of  March  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand,  Eight  hundred  and  Sixty  five.  (1865) 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the 
great  Seal  of  the  State,  the  day 
above  written. 
[Seal]  William  W.  Holden 

Prov'l  Gov'r. 

Bedford  Brown  to  Francis  P.  Blair^"^^  UNC 

Raleigh,  N.C., 

December  4th.,   1865. 

My  distinguished  friend,  Hon:  William  A.  Graham,  who  is 
doubtless  known  to  you,  both  personally  and  by  reputation  has, 
on  today,  been  elected  by  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina,  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  by  a  vote  approaching  almost  to 
unanimity,  and  intending  to  leave  in  a  few  days  for  Washington. 
I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion,  from  the  deep  interest  I  feel  in  his 
admission  to  a  Seat  in  the  Senate,  to  write  you  briefly,  in  relation 
to  it,  knowing  the  influential  position  which  you  occupy. 

The  political  record  of  Mr.  Graham,  whilst  a  Member  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  indeed  his  entire  public  course, 
anterior  to  Secession,  was  eminently  national,  and  when  a  move- 
ment for  that  purpose  was  made,  no  person  in  the  State  made 
greater  efforts  to  avert  it  than  himself,  and  exercised  a  larger  in- 
fluence. I  was  for  several  years  associated  with  him  in  the  State 
Senate,  and  his  views  were  in  opposition,  most  decidedly,  to  the 
tyrannical  assumptions  of  Confederate  authority. 

It  is  true  that  Mr.  Graham  accepted  a  Seat,  aftei'wards,  in  the 
Confederate  Senate.  This  was  the  embarrassing  Situation  in  which 
those  of  us  who  desired  a  restoration  of  the  Union  was  placed.  We 
were  hopelessly  under  its  authority  for  the  time  being.  We  had 
to  be  represented  either  by  uncompromising  extremists,  or  those 


34« 


Copy. 
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who  were  opposed  to  despotism,  and  in  favor  of  availing  them- 
selves of  the  first  favorable  opportunity  for  peace,  on  the  basis  of 
reconstruction.  Such  were  the  views  of  myself  and  many  others  who 
supported  Mr.  Graham,  and  such,  I  have  no  doubt,  were  the  views 
and  policy  which  he  would  have  carried  out,  if  circumstances  had 
permitted. 

If  Mr.  Graham  is  admitted  to  a  Seat  in  the  Senate — about  which 
there  cannot  be  the  slightest  reasonable  objection, — I  would  have 
as  implicit  confidence  in  his  entire  fidelity  to  all  constitutional 
obligations  as  I  would  in  any  Senator,  North  or  South. 

Any  assistance  that  you  may  give  our  State — for  his  cause  is 
their  cause — in  this  exigency,  will  be  greatly  appreciated  by 

Your  friend. 

Robert  D.  Graham  to  Susan  Washington  Graham         UNC 

Cowan's  Ford,  No.  Ca.^^^ 
Dec.  6th,  1865 


My  negroes  are  still  with  me  and  rather  disposed  to  be  lazier  as 
their  time  draws  to  a  close.  My  two  white  men  will  probably  con- 
tinue with  me  for  sometime.  I  will  not  take  any  of  my  negro  men 
after  Christmas.  Lydia  &:  family  will  probably  get  off  to  her  hus- 
band next  week.  I  go  to  Charlotte  as  witness  before  Frdm  Bureau 
in  settlement  with  a  negro  by  R.  B.  Kerner.  Ed.  J.  Caldwell  is 
summoned  to  a  settlement  with  his.  Cuff  thinks  I  ought  to  give 
him  $25.  per  month.  So  I  may  make  a  trip  with  him  as  the  Yankee 
down  there  is  very  fond  of  writing  orders. 

William  A.  Graham,  to  Susan  Washington  Graham        A&H 

Willard's  Hotel, 
Washington, 

DecY  10th.,  1865. 

My  Dear  Wife 

I  arrived  here  this  morning  at  7  A.M.  having  been  about  30  hours 
on  the  way. 


3"*^  Cowan's  Ford  near  where  Robert  D.  Graham  was  farming,  was  located  on  the 
Lincoln-Mecklenburg  County  line.  Powell,  A^orf/i  Carolina  Gazetteer,  123. 


460  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

Mr.  Pool348  had  left  Raleigh  and  arrived  here  last  night,  so  I 
had  no  companion  through  the  journey,  but  met  several  acquain- 
tances by  the  way.  The  connexions  were  all  made  in  good  time, 
and  I  experienced  no  detention  except  that  a  dense  fog  on  the 
Potomac  delayed  our  voyage  up  the  river  about  three  hours.  I 
have  taken  lodging  at  Willard's,  where  the  table  is  well  kept, 
but  there  is  great  negligence  of  servants.  I  have  as  yet  seen  but  few 
acquaintances — several  of  the  N.C.  delegation  in  the  house  hav- 
ing gone  home  after  the  refusal  by  the  Clerk  to  receive  their  cre- 
dentials the  first  day  of  the  Session.  Messrs.  Turner,  Stubbs,  & 
Jones349  are  here.  I  saw  the  two  former  this  morning.  The  tone  of 
the  papers  I  have  seen  represent  that  Northern  sentiment  is  be- 
coming more  liberal,  and  the  prospect  of  the  admission  of  South- 
ern members  more  hopeful.  The  proposition  to  raise  a  Committee 
of  13,  on  the  course  to  be  adopted  towards  the  South,  made  by 
Thad's  Stevens  in  the  House,  meets  opposition  in  the  Senate,  and 
there  is  said  to  be  no  certainty  that  it  will  be  concurred  in.  Rev'dy 
Johnson^so  &  Doolittle^^i  have  indicated  their  opposition. 


3'*®  John  Pool  had  also  been  elected  senator. 

•^^"  Josiah  1  innei,  Jr.,  J.  R.  Stubbs,  and  Alexander  H.  Jones  had  l)een  elected  to 
the  United  States  House  of  Representatives  in  the  November  elections.  Hamilton, 
Reconstruction  in  North  Carolina,  140n. 

•'*•''"  Reverdy  Johnson  (1796-1S76),  a  Marylander  and  grachiate  of  St.  John's  College, 
Annapolis,  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  l)ar  in  1816.  He  enjoyed  a  long  and 
(hstinguished  career  in  law  and  politics.  He  held  the  following  positions:  state 
senator,  1821-1829,  1860-1861;  United  States  senator  (Whig)  1845-1849,  (Democrat) 
1863-1868;  delegate  to  the  Washington  Peace  Conference  of  1861;  and  United  States 
minister  to  Great  Britain,  1868- 1869. 

Johnson  deserted  the  Whig  party  in  order  to  support  Polk's  Oregon  and  Mexican 
policies,  but  opposed  the  annexation  of  Mexican  territory  because  he  feared,  cor- 
rectly, that  it  would  reopen  the  vexing  question  of  slavery  extension.  He  urged 
compromise  in  1850  and  eventually  favored  allowing  the  Supreme  Court  to  decide 
the  fate  of  slavery  in  the  territories.  Renowned  as  one  of  the  great  constitutional 
lawyers  of  his  day,  Johnson  represented  the  defense  in  Dred  Scott  vs  Sanford. 

Despite  his  sympathy  for  the  South,  Johnson  considered  secession  treason  and 
worked  to  preseive  the  Union.  He  upheld  Lincoln's  suspension  of  habeas  corpus  l)ut 
supportetl  McClellan  in  1864  because  he  believed  the  Emancipation  Proclamation 
to  be  luiwise  and  resented  the  administration's  interference  in  the  Maryland  elec 
tions.  As  a  Democratic  senator  (1863-1868)  he  generally  supported  Pres.  Andrew 
Johnson's  reconstruction  plan.  Although  he  opposed  Negro  suffrage,  he  (hd  support 
the  Fourteenth  Amendment.  Dictionary  of  American  liiography,  X,  112-1 14. 

•^•''' James  Rood  Doolittle  (1815-1897)  attended  the  connnon  schools  of  his  native 
New  York;  \'ermont's  Middlebmg  Academy;  and  graduated  in  1834  from  Hobart 
College,  Geneva,  New  York.  He  l)ecame  a  successftil  lawyer  in  Rochestei  and  was 
distiict  attorney  for  Wyoming  County,  1847  1850.  In  1851,  Doolittle  resettled  in 
Wisconsin  where  he  served  as  circuit  coint  judge  hom  1853  to  1856. 

Elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  as  a  Republican  in  1857,  he  was  an  advocate 
of  states'  rights  but  staunchly  opposed  compromise  with  the  slave  states.  He  became 
a  close  fiiend  and  su|)porter  of  Lincoln.  Later,  his  strict  constructionist  views  led 
him  to  believe  that  radical  Republicans  were  acting  unconstitutionally  in  keeping 
the  former  C^onfederate  states  out  of  the  Union.  He  broke  with  the  Repid)lican  ma- 
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The  credentials  of  the  Miss'pi  Senators  have  been  presented 
and  laid  on  the  table,  but  the  members  not  yet  admitted.  I  will 
take  the  same  course  with  mine,  as  soon  as  the  President's  pleasure 
shall  be  known.  I  have  not  yet  seen  him,  but  hope  to  do  so  tomor- 
row, I  do  not  anticipate  difficulty,  but  have  no  assurance.  Mr. 
Turner  saw  him,  had  a  polite  interview,  but  was  referred  to  the 
Attorney  General  as  to  his  Petition. 

I  will  write  you  after  ascertaining  more.  The  President  of  the 
Senate,  (Mr.  Foster352  of  Con'eticut)  and  Judge  Sharkey^ss  of  Miss, 
are  at  this  House,  but  I  have  not  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
either  as  yet.  No  other  Senators  here. 

Tell  James  if  I  do  not  get  home  to  pay  Abram  $10.  in  full  act.  of 
the  first  monies  that  come  to  hand. 

I  write  merely  to  relieve  anxiety,  and  will  be  more  full  in  my 
next.  Adieu — Love  to  the  children. 

Ever  Affectionately  Yours 
Kemp  P.  Battle  to  William  A.  Graham.  UNC 

Raleigh, 

December  15th.,  1865. 

Having  aided  in  getting  me  into  trouble,  you  must  expect  fre- 
quent appeals  for  counsel  from  the  Treas'r  elect  of  this  good 
State.  Your  kindness  in  giving  advice  to  me  heretofore,  makes  me 
feel  less  anxiety  about  the  future  than  1  would  otherwise. 

jority,  voting  to  acquit  President  Aiuhew  Johnson  in  the  imjDeachnient  pioceechngs. 
He  also  snppoitecl  Seymour  against  Ciiant  in  1S6(S.  He  was  asked  by  the  Wisconsin 
legislature  to  resign,  but  he  refused.  His  so-called  "betrayal"  of  the  Republican  party 
resulted  in  the  end  of  his  politicd  career  as  he  was  not  retmned  to  the  Senate. 
Dictionary  of  American  liiograj)!})',  \' .  ,S74-,S75;  Biograj)hical  Directory  of  Congress, 
822'. 

352  Lafayette  Sabine  Poster  (I80(vl88()),  of  Connecticut,  was  a  grachiate  of  Brown 
University  and  a  student  and  practitioner  of  the  law.  During  liis  long  pul)lic  career 
he  was  a  lawyer,  newspaper  editor,  teacher,  and  politician.  A  Whig  and  later  a 
Democrat,  he  sened  fom  terms  in  the  state  legislature,  as  mayor  of  Norwich,  as 
United  States  senator  (1860-1867),  and  as  associate  justice  of  the  Connecticut  Su- 
preme Couit.  JiiograJ)liical  Directory  of  Congress,  1)08;  Concise  Dictionary  of  Ameri- 
can Biography  ,'?>Qil . 

•'^■''•MVilliam  Lewis  Sharkey  (1798-187.S),  a  native  of  east  Tennessee,  fought  in  the 
War  of  1812  and  was  with  Jackson  at  New  Orleans.  He  read  law  in  Tennessee  but 
soon  moved  to  Mississippi  where  he  gained  fame  as  a  fair  and  practical  jurist.  Early 
in  his  political  life,  Sharkey  was  a  states'  rights  Whig,  but  by  1861  he  was  probably 
the  most  determined  Union  man  in  Mississippi. 

In  18().S  he  took  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  LInion  and  in  |une.  186."),  became 
provisional  governor  of  Mississippi.  Despite  the  unpopularity  of  his  position  he 
seems  to  have  retained  the  confidence  of  his  state.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography, 
X\  11,21-22. 
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Kemp  Plummer  Battle 


The  State  will  need  a  fiscal  agent.  Whatever  may  be  thought 
of  National  Banking  as  a  system,  it  seems  certain  that  these  banks 
will  supersede  all  others. 

The  debts  of  the  Bank  of  N.C.  are  about  $1,500,000.,  nominal 
credits  about  $1,000,000.,  gold  about  $350,000.  Mr.  Moore  stated 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  University  that  the  bank  is  insolvent.  It 
looks  so,  but  cannot  some  means  be  devised  for  working  out  of  its 
difficulties? 

I  think  there  can. 

Let  a  new  bank  be  formed,  under  the  National  system.  Let 
Bank  of  N.C.  take  stock  in  it,  (say  $500,000.)  ^  pay  for  the  same 
by  sale  of  its  gold.  Individuals  might  take  stock  also.  The  new 
Bank  will  declare  at  least  10  pr.  ct.  dividend,  or  $50,000  annually, 
to  the  old  bank. 

Much  good,  (it  seems  to  me)  would  result  from  this  plan. 

1.  The  people  will  have  money  again,  and  may  regain  their 
prosperity  to  some  degree. 

2.  The  debtors  to  the  old  bank  would  be  better  able  to  pay. 

3.  Slippery  debtors  will  desire  to  win  the  favor  of  the  new  by 
being  just  to  the  old,  and  thus  some  bad  debts  may  be  saved. 

4.  Money  will  be  made  for  the  old  bank,  which  will  probably 
enable  it  to  save  something  for  its  stockholders,  including  the 
University. 

5.  The  State  Treasury  will  have  a  valuable  aid. 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  463 

6.  A  broken  down  people  will  not  be  harassed  by  collection  of 
debts,  with  no  money  in  the  State  wherewith  to  pay. 

If,  however,  the  bank  is  now  wound  up,  the  stock  will  be  worth- 
less, the  assets  go  mainly  to  Northern  brokers,  the  gold  not 
utilized. 

It  may  be  proper  for  the  old  bank  to  make  an  assignment  of 
its  property,  (including  stock  in  the  new  bank)  to  prevent  the 
evils  arising  from  writs  in  the  Federal  Courts. 

Of  course  discounts  must  be  made  with  care,  but  in  many  cases, 
might  be  made  with  safety.  For  example,  I  have  known  two  cases 
where  men  of  high  character  paid  2  V2  P^-  ct.  for  a  60  days  dis- 
count of  a  draft  on  consignee  of  cotton,  then  in  N.Y.  They  desired 
to  hold  for  higher  prices. 

I  will  be  thankful,  if  you  have  leisure,  for  you  to  give  me  any 
suggestions  which  may  occur  to  you,  between  this  time  and  the 
1st.  Monday  of  Feb'y-  If  time  hangs  on  your  hands,  it  is  possible 
you  may  not  find  it  inconvenient  to  have  a  talk  with  the  Comp- 
troller of  Currency. 

If  it  be  objected  that  a  corporation  cannot  take  stock  in  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  even  by  permission  of  the  Assembly,  I  think  it  may 
be  replied  that  it  might  be  done  through  a  trustee,  if  not  directly 
lawful. 

We  are  pleased  to  hear  the  President  rec'd  you  very  kindly,  this 
report  ascribed  to  Col.  T.  R.  Caldwell.  Our  people  are  getting 
some  hope  that  your  power  to  work  for  us  may,  before  many 
months,  be  more  available  in  the  Senate. 

Jonathan  Worth  to  William  A.  Graham  and  John  Pool   UNC 

Sunday,   Dec.    17th,    1865. 

Gentle'n 

I  have  to-day  received  your  telegrams  of  yesterday,  asking  me  to 
certify  your  elections  as  Senators.  As  I  have  had  no  notice  in  your 
telegrams  or  otherwise,  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  Prov'l  Gov't, 
and  under  the  ordinance  of  the  Convention  have  no  official  au- 
thority until  that  event  occur;  and  am  ignorant  for  what  purpose 
you  want  my  certificate,  or  to  whom  it  should  be  addressed,  I  com- 
ply with  your  request  as  well  as  I  can.  I  inclose  two  forms  of  cer- 
tificate, hoping  the  one  or  the  other  may  answer  your  purpose. 
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If  I  shall  learn  to-morrow  that  the  Prov'l  Gov't  is  discontinued, 
whereby  I  may  get  possession  of  the  great  Seal,  I  will  send  you  a 
certificate  in  more  regular  form. 

Yours  very  respectfully 

[Enclosure] 

Certificate  of  Election 

Raleigh,  N.C. 
Dec.  18th.  1865. 

I,  Jonathan  Worth,  elected  Governor  of  North  Carolina  on  the 
9th.  day  of  November  last,  and  duly  qualified  before  both 
branches  of  the  General  Assembly  of  said  State,  on  the  15th.  in- 
stant, to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties  on  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  Provisional  Government  in  this  State,  do 
certify  that  on  the  fourth  day  of  this  month,  William  A.  Graham 
was  elected  by  joint  ballot  of  the  General  Assembly  to  represent 
this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  six  years,  from  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  1865. 

Witness  my  signature,  (the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  not  being 
affixed,  because  it  is  not  in  my  possession.) 

Jonathan  Worth 

[Enclosure] 

Certificate  of  Election 

Raleigh, 

DecV.   18th,  1865. 

I,  Jonathan  Worth,  duly  elected  Governor  of  North  Carolina 
and  qualified  according  to  law  on  the  15th.  inst.  before  both 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of  said  State,  do  hereby  certify 
that  on  the  5th.  day  of  December,  1865,  John  Pool  was  duly 
elected  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
for  six  years  from  the  4th.  of  March,  1 861 . 

Witness  my  signature,  (the  great  Seal  of  the  State  not  being  in 
my  possession.) 

Jonathan  Worth 
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James  A.  Graham  to  William.  A.  Graham.  UNC 


Hillsboro',  No.  Ca., 
December  18th.,   1865. 


My  dear  Father 


We  are  still  hauling  wood  home,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  all 
this  week,  but  even  that  will  not  give  us  a  supply  for  the  winter, 
so  that  I  will  have  to  haul  some  after  Christmas.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  sow  the  rye  yet,  as  the  weather  has  been  bad  ever  since  you 
left,  except  one  day.  We  had  a  slight  fall  of  snow  on  Saturday 
night,  and  the  ground  has  been  hard  frozen  for  three  days  past. 

I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  pork  offered  me  at  12Vi  &  15,  but  have 
bought  none,  as  they  wanted  cash,  and  most  of  the  hogs  were 
small,  and  besides,  I  did  not  know  how  much  you  wanted.  I  in- 
tended going  to  a  sale  at  Mr.  Adam  Douglas's  to-day,  where  there 
were  a  good  many  hogs  to  be  sold,  but  the  weather  is  so  bad  that 
I  did  not  go.  If  you  wish  me  to  buy,  please  write  me  how  much 
you  want,  and  what  I  shall  pay.  1  think  I  can  buy  at  12V2»  and  I 
have  heard  several  persons  say  they  thought  it  would  be  lower 
still.  I  understand  Brown  is  buying  at  12^/4,  salting  it,  and  then 
selling  at  15. 

At  what  price  do  you  allow  our  negroes  to  have  wheat?  I  let 
Alfred  have  three  bushels  on  Friday.  I  saw  Abe  on  Saturday.  He 
wanted  1  bushel  of  wheat.  1  let  him  have  it,  telling  him  that  I  did 
not  know  what  your  price  was,  but  would  find  out  from  you,  and 
that  I  would  pay  him  $10.  as  directed  by  you,  minus  the  price  of 
this  bushel  of  wheat,  as  soon  as  I  got  the  money.  He  said  that 
Willie  told  them  all  at  harvest  that  he  would  allow  them  one 
bushel  of  wheat  per  day  during  harvest,  and  wanted  this  bushel  of 
wheat,  besides  the  $10.  I  told  him  1  knew  nothing  about  any  such 
bargain,  and  would  only  settle  with  him  as  directed  by  you.  He 
seemed  satisfied  with  this.  I  don't  believe  Willie  ever  told  them 
any  such  thing,  for  Abe  told  Johnny  a  short  time  before  he  saw 
me,  that  Willie  promised  to  allow  them  1  bushel  for  the  whole 
harvest,  and  Johnny  sent  him  to  me.  1  got  the  weather-boarding 
from  McCown's  Mill  last  Tuesday,  and  have  gotten  the  new  room 
finished  at  last.  Mother  has  a  negro  man  from  Chapel  Hill  here 
painting,  and  hopes  to  get  the  house  in  order  before  very  long. 
There  are  very  few  rails  at  Easter's,  not  enough  to  fence  in  the 
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shuck -house,  or  build  a  cow-pen,  and  I  think  I  had  better  hire 
some  hands  to  spHt  rails  directly  after  Christmas. 

Gus  has  not  gone  with  Willie's  mare  yet,  on  account  of  the 
weather,  and  if  the  charge  is  not  too  high,  think  I  shall  start  with 
her  on  the  train  in  a  day  or  two. 


Capt.  Berry  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  last  Thursday.  His 
vote,  I  think,  was  125.  At  several  precincts  the  polls  were  not 
opened,  and  I  don't  believe  near  half  of  the  people  in  the  County 
knew  there  was  to  be  an  election.  The  Recorder  of  the  day  before 
contained  no  notice  of  any  election.  At  Durham's  they  voted  for 
Dr.  Vickers.  ... 

Mother  is  determined  to  get  rid  of  Ann.  She  has  such  a  temper 
that  there  is  no  getting  along  with  her.  One  day  last  week  she  was 
late  about  something,  and  when  Mother  spoke  to  her  about  it, 
she  flew  into  a  rage,  and  said  she  thought  she  would  have  to  get 
a  home  somewhere  else,  that  she  could  not  please  here.  She  has  not 
given  any  more  of  her  insolence  since  then  and  the  first  time  she 
does,  I  intend  to  run  her  off  the  lot  immediately.  Mother  has  not 
yet  succeeded  in  getting  that  woman  from  Chapel  Hill  yet,  but 
hopes  to  do  so  very  soon. 

Jim  went  to  the  plantation  to  work  last  Wednesday.  He  is  still 
weak,  and  can  only  do  light  work  yet. 

Some  negroes  have  been  stealing  Mr.  Webb's  hogs,  down  near 
the  plantation.  He  thinks  it  is  some  of  ours,  but  the  description 
given  of  the  negro,  (a  thick,  heavy-built  black  one),  does  not  suit 
any  of  ours.  I  shall,  however,  keep  a  good  lookout  on  our  hogs 
and  cattle. 

Mother  thinks  I  had  better  sell  some  of  the  flax  seed  at  Easter's, 
as  there  is  two  carts  &:  1  box  full,  and  I  shall  do  so  if  I  can  get  a 
good  price  for  it.  I  have  not  been  able  to  sell  the  oats  yet,  and  as  it 
is  so  late  in  the  season  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  get  $1.  per  bushel  for 
them. 

John  Wheeler  Cooke  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Washington,  D.C. 

Dec.  21,  1865 

If  you  think  that  you  can  aid  me  in  obtaining  my  pardon  I  will 

be  under  my  obligation  to  you.  All  my  property  has  been  sold 

except  a  Country  residence  near  here  consisting  of  sixty  acres  of 

land,  which  is  now  in  possession  of  the  Freedmens  Bureau  but  they 
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are  making  no  use  of  it.  A  number  of  arrogant  negroes  are  squatted 
on  the  premises  destroying  the  grove  round  the  house  and  this 
is  my  reason  for  urging  my  pardon — to  obtain  possession  of  the 
property  being  the  only  home  I  can  take  my  family  to. 

William  A.  Graham  to  Jonathan  Worth  A&H:  WORTH 

Hillsboro', 

December  27th.,  1865. 

I  congratulate  you,  and  all  the  good  people  of  the  State,  upon 
your  accession  to  the  Chief  Magistracy,  to  which  you  had  been  so 
honorably  elevated  by  the  people. 

I  wrote  you  a  hasty  line  from  Petersburg,  conveying  the  intima- 
tion 1  had  received  from  the  President,  of  the  early  termination 
of  the  Provisional  Government. 

I  send  herewith  a  form  of  Commission  for  a  Senator  of  U.S.  in 
my  case.  1  will  thank  you  to  compare  it  with  those  heretofore  used, 
and  make  out,  for  Mr.  Pool  and  myself,  each,  such  a  one  as  you 
approve,  and  have  them  ready  by  the  end  of  this  week. 

It  is  usual  to  have  them  printed,  except  a  blank  as  to  the  par- 
ticular individuals  or  case.  Similar  Comm's  will  be  needed  by  all 
the  members  of  the  House  Reps.,  it  being  settled  that  only  the 
civil  Governors  can  issue  them. 

I  also  enclose  an  order  of  Gen'l  Howard  which  1  think  it  im- 
portant to  publish  here,  in  order  to  correct  the  impression  of  the 
negroes,  that  I  think  still  prevails  in  many  sections,  that  they  are 
to  be  provided  with  lands,  etc. 

Allow  me  to  suggest,  that  in  my  opinion,  it  will  be  well  for  you 
to  issue  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  State,  (say  the  1st.  Jan'y, 
the  time  when  it  has  been  customary  for  the  Governor  to  address 
them)  announcing,  that  the  Pres't  U.S.,  having  signified  the  term- 
ination of  the  Prov.  Gov't,  rendered  necessary  by  the  state  of  war 
which  had  unhappily  distracted  the  country,  you  have  assumed 
the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate,  devolved  on  you  by  the  election  of 
the  people,  8c  offer  them  your  congratulations  on  the  restoration 
of  their  State  Government,  according  to  the  Constitution  of  our 
Fathers.  Regret,  that  the  Legislature  is  not  in  Session  to  unite  with 
you  at  once,  in  the  appointment  of  officers,  and  bringing  the 
Gov't  into  full  operation,  but,  as  by  its  own  appointment,  it  will 
meet  at  an  early  day,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  convoke  them. 
When  that  time  shall  arrive,  you  will  (having  had  more  leisure) 
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submit  to  them  your  reflections  on  the  condition  and  wants  of 
the  State.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  necessary  to  maintain  peace,  &: 
preserve  order  in  society,  and  to  give  security  to  property.  To  this 
end,  sherifFs  and  constables  should  be  exhorted  to  diligence  in 
conserving  the  peace,  and  the  County  Courts  should  enroll  militia 
companies,  for  any  emergency  too  serious  for  the  civil  authority. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  we  shall  realize  the  change 
which  has  been  made  in  our  society  by  the  liberation  of  the  black 
race.  Whilst  its  advantages  are,  naturally  enough,  overestimated 
by  them,  the  injurious  consequences  of  the  sudden  change  may 
be  magnified  by  us.  Whilst  they  should  be  protected  in  the  fullest 
measure  of  their  present  rights  and  condition,  they  should  not  be 
allowed  to  become  pests  to  society  by  lives  of  vagrancy  &:  idleness. 
The  attention,  therefore,  of  both  races,  should  be  invited  to  the 
recent  order  of  Gen'l  Howard,  shewing  their  present  condition, 
and  injoining  contracts  for  labor  at  fair  wages.  This  is  of  the  ut- 
most consequence  to  individuals  of  both  races,  and  involves  also 
the  political  question,  whether  there  shall  be  a  surplus  crop  for 
exportation,  on  which  may  materially  depend  the  prosperity  of 
the  finances  Sc  currency  of  the  nation. 

The  only  measure  needful  to  our  complete  reunion  with  the 
other  United  States,  is  the  reception  of  our  Senators  Sc  representa- 
tives in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  The  Pres't,  soon  after  the 
surrender  of  the  Southern  armies,  having  laid  down  conditions 
of  restoration  to  the  Southern  States,  and  North  Carolina,  having 
fulfilled  those  conditions  in  letter  8c  in  spirit,  no  reason  now  exists 
for  further  delay  in  her  case.  The  great  body  of  the  people  of  this 
State  did  not  desire  disunion.  They  resisted  it,  untill  abandoned 
by  all  the  coterminous  States,  and  then  only  adopted  it  as  a  meas- 
ure of  revolution  forced  on  [her]  by  the  necessities  of  her  condi- 
tion. True,  she  bore  herself  gallantly  in  the  fight,  but  when  satis- 
fied that  further  resistance  was  vain,  she  laid  down  her  arms  in 
good  faith,  and  returned  to  her  allegiance  without  acerbity,  and 
with  an  earnest  desire  for  peace,  and  a  reestablishment  of  the 
relations  of  friendship  and  good  neighborhood. 

These  are  very  crude  thoughts,  but  are  thrown  out  currente 
calamo,  merely  as  suggestions,  if  you  think  proper  to  use  them. 
After  reading,  it  may  be  well  to  consign  them  to  the  fate  of  ancient 
heretics. 

I  may  visit  Raleigh  the  last  of  this  week.  I  desire  to  have  my 
Commission  before  the  Senate  when  it  reassembles  on  the  5th. 
prox. 
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John  H.  Wheeler^^  to  William  A.  Graham  UNC 

Washg  D.C. 
Deer  27,    1865 

I  had  hoped  to  have  seen  more  of  you  when  you  were  here,  but 
being  much  on  my  little  farm  near  the  city  denied  me  this  satis- 
faction. I  am  now  building  and  as  soon  as  my  house  is  finished  I 
shall  remove  to  the  country.  I  have  a  wish  to  rent  to  you  my  house. 
It  is  very  well  located — in  the  center  of  the  city — equidistant  from 
the  Departments  and  Capitol.  Has  13  rooms  and  three  closets, 
water  and  gas.  Mr  Kennedy^ss  Senator  (late)  from  Mo  occupied 
it  when  I  was  abroad.  Or  if  you  do  not  wish  the  whole  house,  you 
can  have  the  parlor  and  chamber  on  the  first  floor  and  board  near 
at  25  or  30  $  per  mo  for  board. 

I  had  a  long  and  pleasant  interview  today  with  the  President. 
I  thanked  him  that  he  had  placed  our  State  under  the  rule  of 
those  elected  by  the  people.  He  said  he  was  assured  of  the  loyal 
disposition  of  North  Carolina  and  that  her  course  in  future  would 
do  much  to  prove  those  who  predicted  or  rather  wished  her  to 
act  differently  in  the  wrong.  I  met  when  there  Judge  Patterson,^^^ 
his  son-in-law  and  one  of  the  Senators  elect  from  Tennessee.  He 
informed  me  that  the  prospect  was  brightening  for  admission  and 
that  you  would  probably  return  after  the  Holy  days,  which  in- 
duced me  to  drop  you  this  note. 

Should  you  see  Gov  Swain  ask  him  to  give  to  you  the  collection  I 
had  made  of  M.S.S.  documents  when  I  was  in  England  from  the 
Rolls  Office.  It  is  invaluable  to  me  and  I  need  it  daily  in  preparing 
material  for  my  second  edition. 


3^^  John  Hill  Wheeler  (1806-1882),  of  Mm  frees boro,  was  a  graduate  of  Columbia 
College  (now  George  Washington  University).  He  was  a  lawyer,  diplomat,  journalist, 
and  historical  writer.  One  of  his  best  known  works  was  Historical  Sketches  of  North 
Carolina,  published  in  1851.  His  histories,  however,  are  generally  regartled  as  poorly 
organized  and  erroneous.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Commons  (1827-18'50),  superin- 
tendent of  the  Charlotte  branch  of  the  United  States  mint  (1837-1841),  state  treasurer 
(1843-1845),  and  minister  to  Nicaragua  (1854-1857).  Dictionary  of  American  Bi- 
ography, XX,  50. 

3 ^'^  I  his  reference  is  apparently  to  Rep.  Luther  Martin  Kennett  (1807-1873),  of 
Missouri,  who  served  in  the  Thirty-fourth  Congress  (1855-1857).  Biographical  Direc- 
tory of  Congress,  1 156. 

■^^'' David  Irotter  Patterson  (1818-1891),  of  Tennessee,  served  as  a  Democratic 
senator  from  July,  1866,  to  March,  1869,  when  he  declined  to  seek  reelection.  Patter- 
son was  a  lawyer,  manufacturer,  and  planter  with  extensive  holdings.  Biographical 
Directory  of  Congress,  1431. 
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Samuel  F.  Phillips  to  William  A.  Graham,  A&H 

Chapel  Hill, 

December  28th.,  1865. 

Your  very  acceptable  letter  of  the  14th.  inst. — bearing  mail 
mark  at  Washington  the  15th.,  and  again  at  Raleigh  upon  the 
27th.,  was  received  by  me  only  today.  I  regret  it  very  much,  inas- 
much as  it  was  only  upon  yesterday  that,  through  a  letter  to  Judge 
Battle  from  his  son,  Rich'd,  we  learned  the  footing  upon  which 
you  stood  in  regard  to  a  pardon.  I  learned  whilst  in  Raleigh, 
through  T.  R.  Caldwell,  Esq.,  that  you  had  had  an  early  inter- 
view with  Pres't  Johnson,  which  he  had  characterized  as  "cordial," 
(so  I  was  told.)  Not  hearing  what  I  thought  would  have  been  the 
natural  sequel  to  a  "cordial"  interview,  I  did  not  know  what  to 
make  of  "the  situation."  Your  letter  informs  your  friends  here 
that  what  they  had  supposed  from  Mr.  Battle's  letter  was  a  recent 
circumstance  (viz.  the  signing  of  your  pardon)  was  one  of  some 
weeks  standing.  I  hope  that,  in  connexion  with  the  movement  in 
regard  to  the  Provisional  Government,  something  more  has  been 
done  in  regard  to  your  case.  This  "relieving"  of  Mr.  Holden  and 
other  such,  is  a  movement  upon  the  Radical  entrenchments,  as  I 
take  it.  Some  describe  it  as  3.  flank  movement.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
know,  but  it  seems  very  certain  to  me  that  all  Radicals  who  do  not 
wish  to  be  "taken"or  "killed"  will  have  to  evacuate  the  position 
taken  by  Messrs.  Sumner,  Stevens,  etc.  I  suppose,  Sir,  that  all 
matters  connected  with  War  are,  in  spite  of  Constitutional  pro- 
visions, so  much  a  matter  of  pure  Executive  discretion,  or  indiscre- 
tion, (as  we,  to  our  loss,  witnessed  in  the  South)  that  Congress 
must  always  succumb  before  any  reasonable  settlement  of  ques- 
tions arising  from  War,  that  the  Executive  may  choose  to  make. 
The  settlement  may  not  be  the  best,  but  if  it  be  tolerable,  not 
absurd  or  grossly  dishonorable,  the  Executive  may  well  calculate 
upon  being  sustained.  I  entertain  no  substantial  doubt  that  Mr. 
Johnson  is  to  carry  through  his  scheme  in  reference  to  restoration. 
In  the  first  instance,  however,  as  it  is  a  powerful  and  active  body 
with  which  he  has  to  deal,  it  is  best  that  he  give  it  the  line,  and 
let  it  weary  itself  by  its  displays  of  strength  and  spirit.  With  a  fair 
display  of  angling  ability,  on  the  other  hand,  the  question  may 
be  regarded  as  already  settled. 

Meanwhile,  so  long  as  there  is  no  distinction  taken,  or  likely  to 
be  taken,  between  yourself  and  Pool,  (say)  your  special  condition 
is  not  now,  as  I  suppose,  matter  of  any  great  inconvenience  or  an- 


The  Papers  of  William  A.  Graham  471 

noyance.  I  mean  that  nothing  has  added  to  the  annoyance  which 
you  may  have  experienced  during  the  Fall,  and  that  even  that  has 
become  somewhat  lessened  by  endurance. 

I  confess,  Sir,  that  I  shall  not  be  sorry  to  see  the  anti  national — 
anti-Catholic  temper  of  Northern  extremists  severely  disciplined 
before  this  struggle  comes  to  a  close.  As  it  is,  they  have  seemed  to 
triumph  with  present  results,  but  it  is  quite  conceiveable,  per- 
haps not  improbable,  that  they  shall  bring  their  political  for- 
tunes, at  least,  in  collision  with  the  nation  before  things  have 
become  quiet  again.  They  deserve  a  great  part  of  what  has  be- 
fallen the  school  of  Calhoun;  and  as  it  is  some  balm  to  our  present 
wounds  to  know  that  the  Southern  heresy  has  come  to  great  grief 
from  the  blows  which  inflicted  these  wounds,  so  I  confess  that  I 
should  the  more  patiently  endure  the  uncertainty  and  vexation 
of  our  present  condition,  did  I  know  that  they  would  result  in  the 
downfall  and  bitter  disappointment  of  the  School  of  Summer, 
Schurz,^^^  Fremont^^^  etc.  I  believe,  Sir,  that  I  prefer  that  those 

3-^7  Caii  Schm/  (1H29-1906)  was  born  and  educated  (Univeisity  of  Bonn)  in 
Germany.  A  liberal  leader,  he  was  forced  to  flee  Germany  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
abortive  Re\olution  of  1848.  Before  he  settled  in  Wisconsin  in  1852,  Schmz  was  a 
jomnalist  in  Paris  and  a  teacher  in  London.  He  studied  law  and  was  achnitted  to  the 
Wisconsin  bar.  He  quickly  gained  recognition,  in  part  because  of  his  early  espousal 
of  the  antislavery  cause  and  his  association  with  the  Republican  party.  As  chairman 
of  the  Wisconsin  delegation  to  the  Rej)id)lican  convention  in  Chicago,  Schurz  sup- 
ported William  H.  Seward  as  his  party's  presidential  candidate;  however,  he  quickly 
rallied  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  rendering  one  of  his  l)est  forensic  efforts  on  Septeml)er 
13,  1860,  at  Cooper  Union  where  he  attacked  Stephen  A.  Douglas  unmercifully. 

In  1861  Schurz  was  appointed  minister  to  Spain.  His  service  was  l)rief  but  influen 
tial  as  he  worked  to  adviuice  the  Union  cause  abroad.  He  urged  Lincoln  to  place  his 
administration  clearly  in  opposition  to  slavery  as  one  means  of  gaining  foreign 
sympathy.  After  resigning  his  foreign  post,  Schurz  was  appointed  l)rigadier  general 
of  vohuiteers.  He  was  a  political  appointee  who  performed  without  distinction; 
nevertheless,  he  played  a  significant  role  in  rallying  German-Americans  to  the  Union 
cause. 

In  1869,  Schmz  was  elected  as  an  auti-Cirant  senator  from  Missouri.  A  leader  in  the 
lil)eral  Repid)lican  movement,  he  opposed  Grant's  plan  to  annex  Santo  Domingo; 
retaining  his  enthusiasm  for  reform,  he  proposed  creation  of  a  permanent  ci\il 
service  merit  system.  Aftei  assuring  himself  that  Hayes  was  sound  on  tlie  money 
question,  woidd  restore  the  South,  and  would  [promote  civil  service  reform,  Schmz 
supported  Hayes  in  the  disputed  election  of  187()  and  became  his  secretary  of  the 
interior.  In  four  years  as  interior  secretary,  Schurz  earned  a  reputation  for  enlight- 
ened treatment  of  the  Indians,  prcNcrvation  of  the  public  domain,  pioneering  the 
development  of  national  parks,  and  utilizing  a  merit  promotion  system  within  his 
department.  From  1892  to  HX)1,  he  was  president  of  the  National  C]i\il  Sei-vice  Re 
fonii  League. 

In  later  life,  Schurz  came  to  occupy  a  uni(]ue  place  as  an  elder  statesman  and 
political  philosopher.  rcprcNcnting  particularly  his  fellow  German-/\merican  citizens. 
He  opposed  war  with  Spain  and  amiexation  of  the  Philippines,  urging  Americans  to 
mind  their  own  business  while  avoiding  foreign  involvements.  Dictionary  of  Ameri- 
can Biography,  XVl,  466  AlO;  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1570. 

•■^•''^John  Charles  Fremont  (I8l:M81K)),  born  out  of  wedlock  in  Savannah,  Georgia. 
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gentlemen  shall  be  encouraged  to  raise  their  banners  and  display 
their  ranks.  Let  us  have  a  settlement  of  these  issues  with  the  na- 
tion, as  well  as  of  those  of  Mr.  Rhett.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  triumph  for  the  South  over  these  gentlemen  would 
have  a  good  effect  in  raising  our  spirits,  and  renewing  our  attach- 
ment to  the  general  country.  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  will  come 
sooner  or  later,  if  the  issue  be  only  made — and  the  longer  it  takes 
to  come,  the  more  complete  and  satisfactory  its  coming  will  be. 
If  Southern  society  can  only  endure  the  delay,  I  shall  not  much 
care  for  it.  I  shall  regard  it  as  a  great  blessing  to  discredit  humani- 
tarianism,  as  Mr.  Seward  is  said  to  call  it.  It  will  be  a  real  gain  for 
the  South  to  be  launched  among  the  fortunes  of  the  United  States 
with  the  benefit  of  that  reaction  which  must  follow  a  pursuit  of 
their  victory  by  Northern  politicians,  beyond  its  legitimate  re- 
sults.359 

Such  is  the  right  side  which  I  fancy  is  to  be  found  in  contemplat- 
ing what  is  generally  regarded  (perhaps  soundly)  as  the  darker 
alternative,  regarding  the  period  of  our  restoration.  Whether  the 
play  be  worth  the  candle  is  a  question  of  some  moment,  and  I  am 
not  so  sure  of  it  as  to  say  that  I  would  choose  that  the  Southern 
delegates  should  be  rejected. 

I  confess  that  I  had  hoped  a  good  deal  from  your  private  inter- 
course with  old  acquaintances,  and  such  gentlemen  as  they  might 
introduce  to  you.  I  still  hope  that  before  you  left,  the  good  I  had 
expected  was  in  some  degree  accomplished.  As  for  many  members 
from  the  North,  I  take  it  that  their  reserve  is  a  keeping  up  of 


was  reared  Ijy  his  mother  in  Charleston,  South  Carohna.  A  precocious  youth  gi\en  to 
nights  of  imagination,  Fremont  earned  a  solid  reputation  as  an  explorer,  especially 
for  his  expecHtions  along  the  Oregon  Trail  and  into  California.  On  a  third  expedi- 
tion he  inspired  disgruntled  American  settlers  in  the  Sacramento  X'alley  to  begin  the 
"Bear  Flag  revolt"  of  184(3,  an  epic  episode  in  the  acquisition  of  California.  Fremont 
was  far  less  successful  as  politician  and  Civil  War  commander.  Nominated  as  the 
first  Republican  presidential  candidate  in  1856,  he  was  defeated  handily  l)y  James 
Buchanan,  never  again  to  be  soiously  considered  for  high  political  office.  His  first 
Civil  War  appointment  was  as  t:!iiajor  general  connnanding  the  Department  of  the 
West.  Not  only  did  his  generalship  prove  deficient  at  Wilson's  Creek  and  Fexington, 
but  Fremont  also  created  a  fmor  by^ashly  proclaiming  that  the  property  of  Missouri 
rebels  was  to  be  confiscated  and  their  slaves  emancipated.  Although  this  proclama- 
tion endeared  Fremont  to  antislavery  Republicans,  it  threatened  Lincoln's  border 
state  policy.  Eventually  Fremont  was  removed  and  after  an  abortive  1862  campaign 
against  Stonewall  Jackson  resigned  from  the  army.  His  life  afterwards  was  anti- 
climactic,  but  remains  justly  famous  as  an  explorer.  Concise  Dictionary  of  Ameri- 
can liiography,  .'U;')-,'U6. 

.3.59  I  his  is  an  ironic  comment  from  a  man  who,  Icns  than  five  years  later,  joined  the 
Repid)lican  party  at  the  height  of  Cirantism. 
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appearances  merely,  and  that  they  hope  to  be  more  effective  for 
good  by  this  preHminary  coolness — when  the  time  comes,  than 
they  could  have  been  by  an  early  recognition  of  your  claims  as  a 
gentleman  and  a  representative.  I  took  somewhat  this  view  of  Mr. 
Seward's  letter^^o  to  you  which  I  saw  at  Hillsboro'.  It  is  not  very 
brilliant  management  nor  perhaps  of  a  very  high  order  of  di- 
plomacy, but  I  think  I  have  observed  that  it  is  sometimes  prac- 
tised by  considerable  men,  and  with  considerable  success  too,  I 
hope  that  this  may  turn  out  to  be  the  solution. 

I  suppose  that  the  relieving  of  Mr.  Holden  is  also  a  relieving  of 
all  subordinate  provisional  officers,  and  therefore  that  in  a  great 
measure  we  are  without  magistrates  in  North  Carolina.  We  have 
two  in  C.  Hill — being  gentlemen  appointed  in  old  times,  who  did 
not  forfeit  their  offices  by  taking  the  oath  to  support  the  Confed. 
States  Constitution.  These  are  Messrs.  Carr^si  and  Hogan.362  per- 
haps there  are  others  in  the  neighborhood.  The  Commons  voted 
down — I  do  not  know  why — two  motions  to  appoint  Magistrates. 
I  was  the  more  willing  to  acquiesce,  because  I  had  received  no 
information  from  this  County  in  regard  to  the  list.  I  shall  be 
obliged  if  Captain  Berry,  and  some  other  of  our  friends  in  Hills- 
boro', agree  upon  certain  names, — leaving  however,  room  for 
objection  upon  the  part  of  the  Commoners,  if  they  happen  to 
have  peculiar  reason  for  objecting.  I  do  not  anticipate  this.  For 
one,  I  desire  to  see  Mr.  Kirkland^^^  re-appointed  Justice,  but  not 
Clerk  and  Master;  so  also  Dr.  Strudwick.364  They  have  been  suf- 


360  Unfortunately  no  trace  of  William  H.  Seward's  letter  has  been  found.  It  would 
be  an  interesting  and  important  addition  to  the  Graham  papers. 

361  John  W.  Can  was  one  of  the  principal  merchants  of  Chapel  Hill.  He  was  a 
quiet,  prosperous,  and  useful  citizen,  serving  as  Orange  County  commissioner  and 
Chapel  Hill  magistrate.  Battle,  History  of  the  University,  I,  607-608;  Lefler  and 
Wager,  Orange  County ,  188, 196. 

362  Probably  L.  Hogan,  also  a  Chapel  Hill  merchant. 

363  Probably  Alexander  Kirk  land. 

364  Dr.  Edmund  Charles  Fox  Strudwick  (1802-1879),  of  Hillsborough,  began  his 
medical  studies  under  his  eminent  townsman  Dr.  James  Webb,  received  his  M.D. 
from  the  Univei^ity  of  I'ennsylvania  in  1824  and  after  two  years  of  service  to  a 
Philadelphia  almshouse,  establishetl  his  practice  in  Hillsborough.  He  was  a  general 
practitioner  of  heroic  "country  doctor"  proportions;  however,  he  was  also  a  talented 
surgeon.  Strudwick  was  a  concerned  citizen,  active  in  public  affairs,  and  a  Whig.  He 
opposed  secession  until  1860,  when  a  trip  to  Alabama  convinced  him  that  North 
Carolina  must  inevitably  join  the  lower  South  states.  On  April  14.  1861,  he  presidetl 
over  the  first  war  meeting  hekl  in  Hillsborough.  His  ardent  support  of  the  Con- 
federacy resulted  in  financial  ruin.  Refusing  to  take  advantage  of  bankruptcy  pro- 
ceedings, Strudwick  surrendered  all  to  his  creditoi>i  and  took  up  life  anew  in  a  two- 
room  cottage.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the  North  Carolina  Medical  Society. 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  WU\,  158. 


474  Division  of  Archives  and  History 

ficiently  unpleasant  in  political  matters,  but  their  merits  as 
gentlemen,  and  guardians  of  County  interests  and  of  the  peace, 
(the  latter  qualities  apply  particularly  to  Mr.  K.  upon  the  bench) 
are  so  considerable  that  I  am  disposed  to  overlook  the  figure  they 
have  made  in  politics.  I  have  mentioned  the  place  of  Clerk  and 
Master.  Something  suggested  itself  but  this  moment,  and  I  will 
mention  it  in  its  crude  state,  for  your  consideration.  Captain  Berry 
has  a  son,365  a  physician,  who  has  impressed  me  very  favorably  in 
sundry  short  interviews  1  have  had  with  him  during  the  war.  I 
understand  he  has  settled  at,  or  near,  Hillsboro'.  I  suppose  that 
his  professional  remuneration  will  not  be  very  great  at  first,  and 
also  that  his  time  will  be  a  good  deal  upon  his  hands.  I  take  it  that 
he  is  intelligent,  and  of  good  habits.  It  is  according  to  precedent 
that  physicians  should  serve  in  this  office  in  Orange.  How  would 
it  answer  to  recommend  him  for  the  place?  Perhaps  Captain  Berry 
might  regard  it  as  a  compliment,  whether  his  son  accept  or  not. 
For  one,  I  should  be  very  willing  to  tender  the  place  to  him,  i.  e. 
so  far  as  a  recommendation  be  a  tender.  I  say  this,  although  of  all 
whom  I  have  thought  of,  I  should  prefer  James  Graham,  if  it  were 
agreeable  to  yourself  and  to  him  that  he  should  take  the  place. 
Something  occurred  to  me,  as  reason  why  perhaps  he  might  not 
wish  it,  but  if  I  am  not  correct  in  this,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to 
forward  his  views  as  far  as  I  can. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  we  shall  miss  you  in  the  Legislature  upon 
the  questions  relating  to  Freedmen.  I  believe  that  we  owe  it  to 
our  character  as  a  Christian  Community  to  give  these  unfortunate 
persons  as  fair  a  chance  for  success  in  their  new  condition  as  a 
sound  regard  for  permanent  welfare  of  the  Whites  will  allow. 
This  sounds  rather  vaguely,  I  admit,  but  I  mean  that  I  desire  to  be 
liberal  to  the  former  slave  in  every  respect  not  looking  to  political 
condition.  His  ignorance  and  degradation  must  play  havoc  with 
his  happiness  after  all  we  may  do  for  him;  but  if  there  be  any 
freedmen  who  in  the  absence  of  hostile  legislation  will  do  well  in 
our  community,  I  desire,  for  one,  to  have  no  part  in  destroying 
or  diminishing  their  chances.  I  suppose  that  the  policy  which  will 
induce  them  to  labor,  and  will  afford  them  all  legal  protection 


^^^  John  Berry,  Jr.,  of  Hillsborough,  graduated  from  Wake  Forest  College  in  1858, 
attended  Jefferson  Medical  College  until  the  Civil  War  intruded,  and  received  the 
M.D.  degree  from  Virginia  Medical  College  in  1864.  He  served  as  a  Confederate 
surgeon.  Clark,  Histories  of  the  North  Carolina  Regiments,  IV,  636;  Wake  Forest 
Alumni  Directory  (Winston-Salem:  Hunter  Pid)lishing  Company,  1961),  20. 
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to  their  rights  of  property  is  really  all  that  we  ought  to  be  very 
careful  for  at  present.  Of  course  I  do  not  exclude  the  discipline 
which  may  be  necessary  to  secure  their  good  morals.  The  prime 
necessity  at  present  seems  to  me  to  induce  them  (as  a  class)  to 
labor.  There  are  certain  aspects  of  the  case  which  do  not  much 
encourage  me  in  any  hope  that  a  black  race  is  to  live  happily  side 
by  side  with  a  white  race  here,  but  until  we  can  persuade  the 
country  of  the  existence  of  this  irrepressible  conflict,  (supposing 
there  is  one)  we  must  address  ourselves  in  good  faith  and  good 
temper  to  a  temporary  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  both  races. 
First,  then.  Hard  Work,  and  afterwards  when  (if  ever)  prosperity 
has  followed  those  exertions,  then  Book-learning,  etc,  etc.  There 
may  be  education  without  this  last. 

Jonathan  Worth  to  William  A.  Graham 

STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT 

Raleigh, 

Dec.  29th.,  1865. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  your  late  letters. 

Your  commissions  will  be  duly  made  out  &:  forwarded  to  you  in 
a  day  or  two. 

I  think  that  I  will  issue  in  a  day  or  two  the  address  to  the  people 
of  the  State  which  you  suggest — but  my  greatest  trouble  is  that 
the  State  has  no  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  Civil  officer.  I  do 
not  see  how  I  can  appeal,  as  you  suggest,  to  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  constables,  etc.,  to  aid  me  in  preserving  order.  I  can  only 
appeal  to  the  whole  people. 

It  seems  to  me  this  State  of  things  ought  to  be  changed  by  action 
of  the  Gen'l  Assembly — ^and  though  the  powers  to  convene  the 
Assembly  earlier  than  the  5th.  Feb.  may  be  doubtful,  if  my  Coun- 
cil concur,  whom  I  have  summoned  to  meet  me  on  the  3  proximo, 
I  shall  summon  the  Gen'l  A.  to  meet  on  the  15th.  January. 


INDEX 


[Editorial  note:  A  deviation  in  conventional  alphabetizing  will  be  noted  in  series  and  lists  of 
names;  in  these  instances,  names  have  been  alphabetized  by  surname  and  not  by  given  name 
or  iditial.  Military  units  are  also  listed  in  alphabetical,  not  numerical,  order.] 


Abbeville,  253 

Abe,  Negro  on  Graham  farm,  465 

Abram,  Graham  servant,  156,  461 

Accomac  District  (Virginia),  has  no  candidate 
for  Congress  who  can  take  Test  Oath,  427 

Adams,  John  Quincy,  his  speech  on  slavery,  in 
congressional  record,  347 

Ad  valorem  tax,  effects  of  (1864),  discussed,  10 

Ad- Vance  (Advance),  blockade-runner:  dam- 
aged, 11;  its  history  reviewed,  lln-12n; 
mentioned,  141n;  pictured,  11 

African  Church,  is  addressed  by  Jefferson 
Davis,  233,  252 

Alabama,  public  moneys  seized,  255 

A  Ibemarle  (ironclad),  is  at  New  Bern,  90 

Aleck  (Alex),  servant  of  James  A.  Graham,  51, 
108,  108n,  115,  157,219 

Alex[ander],B.W.,  245 

Alexander,  Julia  Susan.  See  Smith,  Mrs. 
Thomas  McGhee 

Alexander,  Mary  Sophia:  identified,  342n; 
mentioned,  342 

Alexander,  Moses  Winslow  (Dr.):  mentioned, 
184n;  reference  to  his  widow,  80n 

Alexander,  Sydenham  Benoni:  mentioned, 
184;  sketch  of,  184n-185n 

Alexander,  Violet  Graham  (Mrs.  Moses  Alex- 
ander, "Sister  Violet,"  "Aunt  V."):  brief 
sketch  of,  80n;  mentioned,  80,  184n,  340, 
343 

Alfred,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  156,  465 

Altman,  hires  W.  A.  Graham  slave,  157 

Altoona  Pass.Ga.,  131n 

Amanda,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

Amelia  (Courthouse),  Va.,  124 

American  Diet,  is  proposed  by  John  A. 
Gilmer,  241n 

American  party:  becomes  party  of  D.  H.  Hill, 
190n;  is  supported  by  Z.  B.  Vance,  In;  its 
congressional  representative  (1859-1860)  is 
J.  M.  Leach,  150n;  its  remnants  support 
D.  K.  McRae,48n 

Amis,  James  S.:  his  position  on  Worth-Holden 
race,  unknown,  419;  his  support  for  Worth, 
sought,  420;  identified,  41 9n 

Amnesty,  of  president  to  states  and  indi- 
viduals, explained  by  John  A.  Campbell, 
254 

Anderson  (overseer),  90,  123,  138 

Anderson,  Archer  (Lt.  Col.):  hears  Bragg's 
comments  on  D.  H.  Hill,  210;  identified, 
199n;  mentioned,  199 

Anderson,  George  B.,  93n 

Anderson,  Rebecca  Cameron,  widow  of  Robert 


W.    Anderson,   marries  John    W.   Graham, 
93n 

Anderson,  Robert  Walker:  his  death  noted, 
93,  109;  sketch  of,  93n 

Anderson,Young,  recommends  cook  to  William 
A.  Graham,  Jr.,  359 

Andersonville,  conditions  of  prison  there, 
reference  to,  323 

Ann,  servant  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157,  466 

A  nnals  of  War,  by  James  Longstreet,  92n 

Anson  County,  383 

Antietam,  Battle  of:  participants  include 
A.  H.  Colquitt,  153n;  D.  N.  Couch,  308n; 
J.  B.  Hood,  133n;  O.  O.  Howard,  413n; 
A.  R.  Lawton,  57n;  J.  Longstreet,  92n; 
G.  B.  McClellan,  164n;  M.  W.  Ransom, 
70n;  B.  H.  Robertson,  94n;  H.  W.  Slocum, 
389n 

Appendix  to  the  Life  and  Times  of  Duncan 
K.  McRae  .  .  .,  published  by  James  T. 
Leach  and  W.  W.  Holden,  52n 

Appomattox,  Battle  of:  agreement  there, 
noted,  303n;  Rufus  Barringer's  capture 
there,  mentioned,  99n,  180n;  R.  D.  John- 
ston's participation,  noted,  185n;  Long- 
street's  surrender,  noted,  92n;  Pickett's 
surrender,  noted,  40n;  Ransom's  Brigade, 
surrender  of,  noted,  70n;  J.  T.  Scales  leads 
N.  C.  regiment  there,  223n 

Appomattox  Courthouse,  304 

Appomattox  River,  106,  187,  188 

Argus  of  Western  America,  publishes  articles 
by  Francis  P.  Blair,  Sr.,  2l5n 

Arkansas:  elects  congressmen  (1864),  66;  its 
public  moneys  seized,  255 

Army  of  Northern  Virginia:  is  defeated  by 
Grant,  118n;  its  officers  include  James 
Dearing,  41n;  J.  B.  Gordon,  285n;  Henry 
Heth,  50n;  J.  A.  Early,  153n;  Eppa  Hunton, 
89n;  its  officers  of  the  N.C.  troops  endorse 
memorial  to  W.  A.  Graham,  258-268;  judge 
of  its  military  courts  is  W.  A.  Rodman, 
53n;  retreat  from  Appomattox,  briefly  dis- 
cussed, 181n.  See  also  Lee's  Army 

Army  of  Tennessee:  command  of  J.  E.  Johns- 
ton, noted,  130n,  21  In;  command  of  A.  P. 
Stewart,  noted,  155n;  its  chief  of  artillery  is 
Arnold  Elzey,  15n 

Army  of  the  James,  defends  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  130n 

Army  of  the  Potomac:  accompanied  by  Grant, 
118n;  command  of  Meade  at  Gettysburg, 
noted,  122n;  command  of  G.  B.  McClellan, 
noted,  164n,308n 

Army  of  the  Tennessee,  command  of  O.  O. 
Howard,  noted,  413n 
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Army  supplies.  See  Supplies,  wartime 
Arrington,  reference  to  his  pardon,  412n 
Ashby,  Turner,  is  replaced  by  B.  H.  Robertson 

as  Jackson's  cavalry  commander,  94n 
Ashe,    Tom,    his    pardon    reportedly    recom- 
mended by  Hoi  den,  367 
Ashe  County,  its  tax  situation,  discussed,  132 
Asheville,27,441 
Asheville    Spectator,    its    coeditors    are   J.    D. 

Hyman  and  Z.  B.  Vance,  148n 
Ashland,  destruction  there  by  Union  cavalry, 

reported,  123 
Astor,  John  Jacob:  brief  sketch  of,  395n;  his 

aid  sought  by  Swain  for  UNC,  395 
Atkins,  Smith   Dykins:   brief  sketch  of,  307n; 

his    brigade's    conduct    praised    by    Swain, 

307;    hopes    to    save    UNC,    308;    marries 

Eleanor   Swain,    321n;    provides   guard    for 

Graham,  310 
Atkins,    Mrs.    Smith    Dykins    (Eleanor),    63, 

307n,321n 
Atlanta:    approach    of  Federals,    noted,    123; 

command  of  J.  B.  Hood  there,  noted,  133n; 

its  loss,  reported,   171,   171n;  participation 

of   O.    O.    Howard    in    Atlanta    campaign, 

noted,  413n,  and  of  J.  M.  Schofield,  251n 
Augusta  (Ga.):  arsenal  there,  commanded  by 

Arnold    Elzey    (1861),    154n;    forces    there, 

mentioned,    232n;    mentioned,   209;    troops 

sent  there  from  Charlotte,  256 
Augusta    and    Savannah    Railroad,    57n.    See 

also  Railroads 
Aunt  Peggy,  her  plantation,  mentioned,  21 
Avera,    W.    H.    ('Mr.    Everett"),    introduces 

peace  resolution  in  N.C.  assembly,  22 
Averell   (Averill),   William  Woods:   reference 

to  his  campaign  in  the  South,  250;  sketch 

of,  250n 
Avery,    Clark    Moulton    ("Young   Avery"):    is 

wounded,  112,  123;  sketch  of,  112n 
Avery,   William    Waightstill:    his    support   of 

Vance,  mentioned,  150;  sketch  of,  151n 
Avery,  Willoughby  F.:   brief  sketch  of,  107n; 

mentioned,  107 
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Bacon:  its  care  on  plantation,  256;  purchased 
in  eastern  N.C,  192;  used  in  bartering,  193 

Bacon,  Francis,  cited  by  Graham,  436 

Bacon's  Farm,  is  campsite  of  Beauregard's 
army,  129 

Badger,  George  Edmund:  his  petition  for 
pardon,  signed,  394;  is  visited  by  Sherman, 
300;  mentioned,  346;  sketch  of,  300n 

Badger,  Richard  C:  his  letter  to  E.  G.  Reade, 
422;  urges  reporting  of  convention  pro- 
ceedings to  president,  420 

Bain,  John,  signs  open  letter  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  353 


Baker,  Lawrence  Simmons:  sketch  of,  193n; 
stationed  near  Washington,  N.C,  193 

Baldwin,  Briscoe  G.,  137n 

Baldwin,  John  Brown:  formulates  "Baldwin's 
Rules,"  137n;  mentioned,  137,  174;  sketch 
of,  137n 

Ballard  House,  in  Richmond,  15,  80,  90,  108, 
114, 130 

Baltimore,  is  on  Swain's  itinerary  in  his  fund- 
raising  effort,  395 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  268n 

Banks.  See  Money,  finance,  banking,  bonds 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P.:  mentioned,  114;  sketch 
of,  1 14n 

Baptist  Institute,  108 

Barnes,  David  Alexander  (Col.):  mentioned, 
97;  sketch  of,  97n-98n 

Barnett,  John  C  (Capt.):  advises  freedmen  in 
circular,  376-379;  dismisses  defendants  in 
flogging  incident,  358;  effect  of  his  circular, 
noted,  439;  sketch  of,  358n 

Barnwell,  Robert  Woodward:  agrees  with 
Graham  on  exemption  resolution,  198; 
comments  on  H olden-Vance  race  (1864), 
160-161;  identified,  198n;  sketch  of,  160n- 
161n 

Barrett,  James  S.,  witnesses  Graham  signature 
on  oath  of  loyalty,  338 

Barringer,  Daniel  M.:  commends  Graham's 
letter  on  Test  Oath,  419;  his  letters  to 
W.  A.  Graham,  98-100,  419;  mentioned, 
99n,419n;  sketch  of,  98n 

Barringer,  Rufus  (Col.,  Gen.):  activities  of  his 
cavalry  brigade,  briefly  discussed,  179-181, 
179n-180n;  discusses  election  of  Confederate 
officers,  219-222;  his  criticism  of  army, 
noted,  319n;  his  letters  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
179-181,  219-222;  his  promotion,  proposed, 
98-99;  mentioned.  68n;  pictured,  180; 
sketch  of,  98n-99n 

Barringer,  Mrs.  Rufus  (Eugenia  Morrison), 
99n, 180n 

Barton's  debates,  cited,  118 

Battle,  Kemp  P.:  discusses  banking  system, 
462-463;  his  letter  to  William  A.  Graham, 
461-463;  pictured,  462;  sketch  of,  461n 

Battle,  Richard,  son  of  W.  H.  Battle,  470 

Battle,  William  Horn  (Judge):  attends 
Chapel  Hill  meeting,  248;  his  students 
include  J.  J.  Davis,  270n;  J.  W.  Graham, 
39n;  S.  F.  Phillips,  31n;  mentioned,  470; 
sketch  of,  249n 

Battles,  campaigns,  skirmishes  of  Civil  War. 
See  Antietam,  Appomattox,  Atlanta, 
Bentonville,  Bermuda  Hundred,  Bethel, 
'Bloody  Angle,"  Booneville,  Brandy  Sta- 
tion, Bristoe  Station,  Butler's  Bridge, 
Cedar  Creek,  Chancellorsville,  Carolinas 
campaign,  Chickamauga,  Cold  Harbor, 
"The  Crater,"  Culpeper  Courthouse,  Din- 
widdie    Courthouse,    Drewry's    Bluff,    First 
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Bull  Run  (First  Manassas).  Five  Forks, 
Franklin  (Tenn.),  Frayser's  Farm,  Freder- 
icksburg, Gaines's  Mill,  Gettysburg,  Gum 
Swamp,  Hatcher's  Run,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Malvern  Hill,  New  Bern,  New  Market, 
Peninsular  campaign,  Plymouth,  Rich 
Mountain  campaign.  Second  Bull  Run 
(Second  Manassas),  Seven-Days'  Battles, 
Seven  Pines,  Sharpsburg,  Shenandoah 
Valley,  South  Mountain,  Spotsylvania, 
Stone  Mountain,  Suffolk,  Tennessee  cam- 
paign, Valley  of  the  Wilderness  (Wilder- 
ness), Ware  Bottom  Church,  White  Oak 
Swamp,  Yellow  Tavern 

Beal  (overseer  on  Graham's  plantation?):  has 
liquor  made  on  Hastings's  farm,  329;  men- 
tioned, 90 

Beauregard,  Pierre  Gustave  Toutant:  com- 
ment on,  256;  expresses  confidence  in  Con- 
federates, 123,  187;  D.  H.  Hill  denies  being 
his  chief  of  staff,  145;  his  action  at  Drewry's 
Bluff  and  Bermuda  Hundred,  121n,  122n; 
his  chief  engineer  (1862)  is  John  Pegram, 
40n;  his  plan  to  capture  Butler  fails,  59n; 
his  troops  engage  Butler's,  121;  honors 
Whiting's  request,  130n;  identified,  256n; 
is  encamped  at  Petersburg  (June,  1864), 
148;  is  ill,  253;  mentioned,  124,  134,  183; 
reference  to  his  leaving  New  Bern,  80; 
sketch  of,  80n;  wants  Hill  to  remain  in 
camp,  129 

Belfield,  204 

Bell,  John,  113n 

Bell-Everett  ticket  (1860),  is  supported  by 
Rufus  Barringer,  99n,  D.  G.  Fowle,  34n- 
35n,  E.J.  Hale,  17n 

Belo,  Edward:  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
120-121;  sketch  of,  120n 

Belo,  Robert  W.,  120n 

Ben,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

Benfield,219 

Benjamin,  Judah:  cites  influence  of  Rich- 
motid  Enquirer,  225;  comments  on  Hampton 
Roads  discussion,  237;  his  speech  on  arm- 
ing slaves,  discussed,  230n,  234,  248n;  is 
attacked  by  Va.  delegation,  21 2n,  233;  is 
disliked  by  Graham,  246;  mentioned,  226n, 
229n;  signs  Graham's  passport,  131;  sketch 
of,  131n-132n;  supports  bill  to  conscript 
slaves,  253 

Bennett  House:  is  site  of  Sherman-Johnston 
meeting,  302n-303n;  pictured,  303 

Benson,  William  H.  (Dr.),  359 

Benton,  Augustus,  his  plan  to  build  govern- 
ment stables  in  western  counties  causes 
concern, 189 

Bentonville,  Battle  of:  Baker's  command  of 
brigatle,  noted,  193n;  Hill's  command 
noted,  69n,  I47n;  Hoke's  service,  mentioned, 
7  In;  injury  of  Stephen  Elliott,  noted,  153n; 
surrender  of  Kirkland,  noted,  49n 


Bermuda  Hundred,  action  there,  noted, 
106n, 121n, 122n, 140, 164 

Berrien,  John  M.:  is  cited  as  outstanding 
advocate,  300n 

Berry,  John:  advocates  convention  to  con- 
sider peace,  244;  calls  on  W.  W.  Holden, 
390;  gives  his  version  of  Graham's  with- 
drawal, 360;  his  election  to  state  Senate, 
noted,  466;  his  letters  to  Graham,  243-244, 
390-391,  396-397;  his  letter  to  Swain,  6;  his 
proposed  deferral  to  Graham,  discussed, 
352.  367,  382;  identified,  352n;  mentioned, 
35,  239n.  473;  pictured,  243;  quoted,  412; 
reference  to  his  correspondence  with  Gra- 
ham, 239;  sketch  of,  6n 

Berry,  John,  Jr.  (Dr.):  brief  sketch  of,  474n; 
is  suggested  for  clerk's  post,  474 

Bertie  County:  its  political  situation  (1865), 
discussed,  439-440;  its  representative  to 
convention  (1865)  is  L.  Thompson,  388; 
mentioned,  106 

Bethel  (Big  Bethel),  Battle  of:  defeat  of  B.  F. 
Butler,  noted,  106n;  participants  include 
J.  F.  Freeland,  199n,  D.  H.  Hill,  69n,  J. 
Kilpa trick,  280n 

Bethel  Regiment,  is  regiment  of  C.  M.  Avery, 
112n,and  R.  F.  Hoke,71n 

Bettie  (Elizabeth  Hill  Graham,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Graham),  16 

Biggs,  Asa  (Judge):  is  replaced  in  Senate  by 
Clingman,  121n;  mentioned,  453;  reference 
to  his  revision  of  N.C.  Slave  Code,  53n 

Bingham,  L.  S.  (Dr.):  does  not  support  J.  G. 
Ramsay,  449;  identified,  449n 

Bingham's  Academy,  54 

Bishop,  [Joel  Prentiss]  ,  cited  by  Graham, 
437 

"Black  and  Tan"  convention,  in  Miss.,  its 
action  on  constitution  noted,  136n 

Black  Codes  of  1865,  mentioned,  417n 

Blackstone,  [William]  ,  cited  as  authority  by 
Graham,  405 

Black  troops.  See  Negroes 

Blackwater  River,  41 

Bladen  County,  is  in  path  of  Sherman,  276 

Blair,  Francis  P.,  Sr.:  encourages  peace  confer- 
ence, 227;  his  letter  from  Bedford  Brown, 
458-459;  his  platform  conforms  to  Lincoln's, 
237;  his  role  as  mediator,  discussed,  215, 
215n-216n,  224;  his  visit  prompts  appoint- 
ment of  peace  commission,  227;  mentioned, 
212,  212n;  sketch  of,  215n-216n 

Blair,  Francis  P.,  Jr.,  212n.  See  also  Blair, 
Francis,  Sr. 

Blockade,  blockade-runners:  capture  noted 
of  Edith,  Greyhound,  Minnie,  Youtig 
Republic,  86;  religious  material  smuggled 
through,  112n;  restrictions  on,  protested, 
105;  their  port  entrance,  hampered,  248; 
their  use,  initiated  by  J.  G.  Martin,  78n.  See 
also  Ad -Vance. 
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"Bloody  Angle":  is  scene  of  fatal  wounding  of 
J.  Daniel.  109n.  and  A.  M.  Perrin,  112n; 
losses  of  Grant  and  Lee,  noted,  105n 

Blount,  Alexander  Clement:  brief  sketch  of, 
312n;  is  requested  to  help  J.  C.  Washington, 
311-312 

Blount,  John  Gray,  rears  grandson,  W.  B. 
Rodman,  53n 

Blue  Ridge,  is  crossed  by  Hunter's  forces  to 
divert  Confederates,  154n 

Blue  Ridge  Railroad,  268n 

Blythe,  James:  identified,  442n;  is  elected 
representative,  442,  446 

"Bobbin  Boy  of  Massachusetts."  See  Banks, 
Nathaniel  Prentice 

Bocock,  Thomas  Stanley:  is  elected  speaker 
of  the  Confederate  House  of  Representatives 
(1864),  81;  sketch  of,  82n 

Bolingbroke  Street  (Petersburg),  damaged 
(Sept.,  1864),  176 

"Bonded  men"  (of  Duplin  and  Samp>son 
counties):  protest  prices  paid  by  govern- 
ment for  produce,  268;  their  complaint, 
answered,  278-279 

Bonds.  Confederate,  their  negotiability  ques- 
tioned, 199.  See  also  Money,  finance,  bank- 
ing, bonds 

Booneville,  reference  to  Sheridan's  action 
there,  18In 

Boston,  lawyers  there,  petition  for  Judge 
Campbell's  release.  348 

Botts.  John  Minor:  differs  with  Graham  on 
Test  Oath,  398-399,  401,  406;  sketch  of, 
398n 

Boyd,  Samuel  H.:  his  death  in  Battle  of  the 
Wilderness  noted,  139;  identified.  139n 

Boyden,  Nathaniel:  his  action  in  Consti- 
tutional Convention  of  1865,  noted,  385; 
his  influence  on  Whigs,  cited,  58;  his 
position  on  Vance,  not  publicized,  149; 
identified,  385n;  is  optimistic  about  rail- 
road, 439;  mentioned,  389;  sketch  of,  58n 

Brabble,  Edmund  C:  brief  sketch  of,  112n; 
his  death,  noted,  1 12 

Bradford,  James  A.  J.,  serves  at  Plymouth 
with  Col.  Branch,  72 

Bradley.  (Lt),  commands  com- 
pany guarding  university,  308 

Bragg,  Braxton:  brief  discussion  of  his  prob- 
lem as  a  leader,  129n-130n;  claims  credit  for 
Cobb's  Mill  victory,  283;  copy  of  his  note 
to  Davis,  201;  D.  H.  Hill's  comments  about 
him,  210;  his  chief  engineer  is  J.  Pegram, 
40n;  his  dislike  of  J.  E.  Johnston,  men- 
tioned, 123n;  his  subordinate  is  Hill,  69n; 
his  treatment  of  Hill,  references  to,  129, 
134,  146,  147n;  is  in  command  in  Georgia, 
200;  is  Johnston's  chief-of-staff  at  Shiloh, 
129;  mentioned,  51n,  129,  201n;  petition 
for  his  removal,  signed  by  Hill,  69n;  pre- 
maturely  reports  victory  at    Kinston,  274; 


requests   removal    of  Hill,    199;   sketch   of> 
129n-130n 

Bragg,  Thomas:  his  letter  to  William  A. 
Graham,  51-52;  identified,  293n;  issues  writ 
against  Holden  and  Leach,  48;  mentioned, 
53,  129n,  293;  pictured,  51;  sketch  of,  51n- 
52n 

Branch,  Lawrence  O'Bryan  (Col.),  at  Ply- 
mouth. 72 

Brandon,  Mississippi,  174 

Brandy  Station.  Battle  of,  92n 

Braxton,  Elliott  Muse:  identified,  60n-61n; 
speaks  to  brigade,  60 

Breckenridge.  See  Breckinridge,  John  Cabell 

Breckinridge  (Breckenridge),  John  Cabell: 
commands  division  of  Hill's  corps.  210;  his 
victory  over  Sigel,  noted,  113;  identified. 
154n;  is  opposed  by  J.  Worth.  393;  is  sup- 
ported for  presidency  (1860)  by  B.  F.  Butler, 
106n,  R.M.T.  Hunter,  81n,  William  Lander, 
449n,  W.  B.  Rodman,  53n.  E.  M.  Stanton, 
216n;  mentioned,  154,  224;  sketch  of,  113n; 
succeeds  Seddon  as  secretary  of  war,  226; 
sympathizes  with  Hill,  210 

Brice,  Captain,  agrees  to  furnish  bagging  for 
cotton.  329 

Brickell  (Brickie),  W.  W.:  identified,  421n; 
supports  Worth  (1865),  421 

Brickie.  See  Brickell 

Bridgers  (Bridges),  Robert  Rufus:  comments 
on  his  petition  made  by  J.  Turner,  382; 
his  daughter  is  in  Hillsboro  school,  270; 
his  operation  of  High  Shoals  Iron  Works, 
briefly  discussed,  313n;  his  pardon, 
sanctioned  by  Holden,  367,  382;  his  prop- 
erty, stolen  and  destroyed,  313;  identified, 
203n,  382n;  is  invited  to  Washington  by 
Johnson,  315;  mentioned,  138,  327n; 
references  to  his  pardon,  319,  327,  412n; 
reports  on  Confederate  House  action  on 
student  exemptions,  203;  sketch  of,  138n 

Bridges.  See  Bridgers,  Robert  Rufus 

Bristoe  Station:  Cooke's  Brigade  fights  there. 
60n;  S.  Dickson  is  injured  there,  177n 

Broadfoot  case,  its  importance  in  British  law, 
cited,  406 

Broadnax,  John  Wilson  (Maj.):  brief  sketch 
of,  179n;  mentioned,  179 

Brookland,  is  Alabama  home  of  Witherspoon, 
340n 

Brooks,  George  Washington  (Judge):  in  letter 
to  Graham,  he  supports  McClellan  and 
proposes  peace  terms,  174-175;  issues  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  70n;  sketch  of,  174n 

Brooks,  Preston,  attacks  Charles  Sumner, 
325n 

Brothers,  John,  is  unable  to  find  new  home, 
363 

Brown,  346, 465 

Brown,  Mr.,  reference  to  payment  of  interest 
on  his  note,  281 
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Brown,  Mrs.  (  "Mrs.  Rev.,"  Dr.  Brown's  wife), 
108, 115 

Brown,  Bedford:  his  letter  to  Francis  P.  Blair, 
458-459;  his  position  on  Vance,  not  publi- 
cized, 149;  identified,  388n;  intercedes  for 
Graham,  458-459;  is  suggested  as  com- 
mitteeman to  consult  with  President  John- 
son, 310;  mentioned,  388,  389;  sketch  of, 
310n 

Brown,  Edmund,  reference  to  his  pardon, 
412n 

Brown,  H.  N.,  signs  open  letter  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  353 

Brown,  John:  his  raid  causes  Memminger  to 
advocate  arming  for  defense,  86n-87n; 
reaction  of  Wise  to  his  raid,  analyzed, 
122n;  reference  to  his  capture,  107n 

Brown,  Joseph  E.  (Gov.):  defeats  A.  R.  Law- 
ton  for  U.S.  Senate,  57n;  identified,  120n; 
mentioned,  120;  reference  to  his  discussion 
of  congressional  action,  64-65;  sketch  of, 
64n-65n 

Bryan,  A.  Rufus:  brief  sketch  of,  26n;  his 
letters  to  W.  A.  Graham,  26-27,  451-452; 
identified,  26n,  45  In 

Bryan,  Edmund,  father  of  A.  Rufus  Bryan, 
26n 

Bryan,  Frank,  308 

Bryan,  James  A.:  brief  sketch,  205n;  his  letter 
from  W.  A.  Graham,  205;  is  denied  fur- 
lough. 212, 217 

Bryan ,  James  West,  205n 

Bryan,  John  H.:  is  asked  to  intercede  for 
J.  C.  Washington,  312;  sketch  of,  312n 

Brunswick  City,  95 

Buchanan,  James,  his  vice-president  is  John 
C.  Breckinridge,  113n 

Buckner,  Simon  Bolivar:  his  troops  are  in 
Richmond  (1864),  89;  is  Democratic  nomi- 
nee, 89n;  sketch  of,  89n 

Bullock,  Rufus  B.,  appoints  J.  E.  Brown 
chief  justice  of  Georgia  Supreme  Court, 
65n 

Buncombe  County,  goes  for  Holden,  44 

Burgin,  Alney  (Gen.):  identified,  383n;  is 
suggested  as  endorser  of  Worth,  383;  men- 
tioned, 386 

Burgwin,  Thomas  P.,  his  horses  are  needed 
for  commissioners,  300,  301 

Burgwyn,  William  Hyslop  Sumner:  men- 
tioned, 71;  sketch  of,  7  In 

Burke  County,  reference  to  Stoneman's  raid 
there, 312 

Burr,  (Aaron),  405 

Butler,  Andrew  Pickens,  is  assailed  in  speech 
by  Charles  Sumner,  325n 

Butler,  Benjamin  Franklin  (Gen.):  his  army 
is  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  140;  his  camp  is 
shelled  by  ironclads,  137;  his  forces  checked 
at    Drewry's    Bluff,    80n;    mentioned,    106; 


sends  troops  to  join  Grant,   139;  sketch  of, 
106n 
Butler's   Bridge,  reference  to  skirmish   there, 
41n 


Cabarrus  County,  438 

"Cabe,"  signature  on  picture,  288 

Cabell,  Edward  Carrington:  his  letter  pub- 
lished in  New  York  Tribune,  urging  im- 
migration to  South,  370-374;  his  letter  to 
W.A.Graham,  369-370 

Cadet  Company  B  (V.  M.  I.),  one  of  its  mem- 
bers killed  at  New  Market  is  W.  H.  Mc- 
Dowell, 113n 

Cadwell,  J.  A.,  his  plantation  near  Rural 
Hill,  mentioned,  21 

Caesar,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  137 

Caldwell  (Colwell),  David  Franklin:  criticizes 
W.  W.  Holden,  396;  is  suggested  to  en- 
dorse Worth,  383-384;  sketch  of,  383n-384n 

Caldwell,  Ed.  J.,  459 

Caldwell,  Tod  Robinson  (Col.):  speaks  of 
Graham's  interview  with  President  John- 
son, 463, 470 

Calhoun,  John  C:  his  philosophy  is  shared 
by  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  81n;  and  J.  A.  Sed- 
don,  8n;  his  statesmanship  cited,  248,  471 

Camden  County,  41 

Cameron,  Mr.  (John  D.  or  John  W.):  reports 
on  Vance's  speeches  (1864),  33 

Cameron,  Bennehan:  mentioned,  438;  sketch 
of,  438n 

Cameron,  Duncan:  identified,  87n;  men- 
tioned, 87, 327  n 

Cameron,  Paul  Carrington:  his  advice  sought, 
422;  his  application  for  pardon  mentioned, 
362,  391,  394;  his  daughter  mentioned, 
93n;  his  letter  from  W.  A.  Graham,  438- 
439;  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham,  426-438; 
is  to  send  flour,  156;  pictured,  426;  refer- 
ences to  his  application  for  pardon,  327, 
362.  391,  394;  sketch  of,  327n 

Camp  Holmes,  83 

Camp  Taylor,  Va.,  13 

Campbell,  John  Archibald:  advocates  ap- 
pointment of  second  peace  mission,  236; 
appeals  to  Graham  for  testimony,  313; 
explains  principle  of  amnesty's  relation- 
ship to  confiscation  of  property,  254;  his 
daughter  invites  Graham  to  dinner,  211, 
and  seeks  Campbell's  release  from  prison, 
358;  his  imprisonment  mentioned,  347- 
348;  his  letters  to  W.  A.  Graham,  7,  18. 
254-256;  mentioned,  7n,  21  In,  256,  313n; 
quoted  as  advocate  of  peace  mission,  250; 
refuses  to  address  public,  235;  reports  on 
peace  mission,  246;  serves  on  Hampton 
Roads  commission,  82n,  224,  227;  sketch 
of,  7n 

Candler,  William  Gaston:  his  election  (1865), 
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noted,  441,  446;  sketch  of,  441n-442n 
Cannon,  Joseph  S.  (Col.):  his  letter  to  W.  A. 
Graham,     192-193;     promises     to    expedite 
Graham's  letter  of  election,  446;  sketch  of, 

192n-193n 
Canton,  Mississippi,  283 
Cantwell,   Edward:   his   letter   to  William   A. 

Graham,  53-54;  sketch  of,  53n 
Cape  Fear:  is  controlled  by  Fort  Fisher,  226n; 

is  haven  for  blockade-runners,  59n 
Cape    Fear   and    Yadkin   Valley    Co.,   is   pro- 
moted by  David  F.  Caldwell,  384n 
Carlisle,  John   Griffin:  sketch   of,  344n;  with 
his      partner,      manages      Graham      affairs 

pertaining  to  railroad  bonds  in  Kentucky, 

344-345 
Carlton,  217 
Carmichael,   L.,   signs   open   letter    to  W.   A. 

Graham,  353 
Carolina    Baptist,    edited    by    James    Blythe, 

442 
Carolinas  Campaign:  in  command  of  Joseph 

E.  Johnston,  256n;   participation   of  D.   N. 

Couch,  noted,  308n;  review  of  Beauregard's 

action  there,  80n 
Caroline,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham ,  1 57 
Carr,  John  W.:   identified,  473n;   mentioned, 

473 
Carrol    Prison,    has    Vance    and    Letcher    as 

inmates,  320 
Carter,    David    Miller:    his    letter    to    W.    A. 

Graham,  44-47;    is   N.C.  commissioner  sent 

to  interview   Davis,  240n;   mentioned,  240; 

sketch  of,  44n-45n 
Cash,  L.  S.,  is  elected  to  Senate  ( 1 865) ,  442n 
Cass,  [Lewis] ,  allusion  to,  410 
Cassville,  is  left  to  Union  troops,  131n 
Castanea    Church,    pastored    by    R.    H.   Mor- 
rison, 68n 
Catawba  Country:  mentioned,  289;  reference 

to  Sherman's  activity  there,  257;  reference 

to     the     Grahams'     property     there,     413; 

reference  to  the  Grahams'  visit  there,  312, 

315; 
Catawba  County,  supports  Walkup,  449 
Cavalry    (Yankee),    is    reported    to    have    left 

Richmond,  38 
Cedar  Mountain,   Battle  of:    participation  of 

B.   H.  Robertson,  noted,  94n;  reference  to 

Jubal    Early's    defeat    there,    154n;    victory 

of  Sheridan  there,  181n 
Central  Railroad,  raids  along,  reported,  207 
Chambers,    Henry    A.:     identified,     304n;     is 

with  R.  D.Graham,  304 
Chambersburg,  is  burned   by  Jubal  A.  Early, 

153n 
Chancellorsville:    battle  near,   is   anticipated, 

91;    references    to    participation    of  A.    H. 

Colquitt,    153n,   D.    N.  Couch,   308n,  R.   F. 

Hoke,   71n,   O.   O.    Howard,    413n,    H.    W. 

Slocum,     389n,     J.     S.     Wadsworth,     93n; 


success  of  F.  Lee's  reconnaissance  there, 
noted,  183n 

Chapel  Hill:  mentioned,  61,  83,  191,  236, 
285,  292,  306,  318,  320,  394,  423,  442.  470; 
references  to  public  meeting  (Feb.,  1865) 
there,  243,  249n;  Swain's  description  of 
conditions  after  Union  occupation,  306- 
309 

Charleston:  defense  of  its  harbor  planned  by 
W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  59n,  and  supervised  by 
J.  G.  Foster,  7 In;  forces  under  J.  Hagood, 
mentioned,  166n;  mentioned,  232,  409; 
possibility  of  Hill  commanding  there, 
mentioned,  28;  service  of  Beauregard  there, 
noted,  80n;  shelling  of,  130n;  withstands 
siege  of  Hunter's  forces,  154n 

Charlie,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

Charlotte:  cotton  buyers  there,  ship  cotton 
to  New  York  market,  360;  Freednien's 
Bureau  there,  advises  Negro  on  Graham 
plantation,  363;  government  stores  there, 
burned,  212,  212n;  is  presumed  to  be  target, 
245;  is  reported  to  be  deleted  from  Sher- 
man's plans,  256;  its  citizens  send  supplies 
to  army,  17;  mentioned,  112,  245,  328,  359, 
423;  real  estate  there  discussed,  447 

Charlotte  Times,  4SS 

Charlottesville,  Va.,  27 1 ,  427 

Chase,  Salmon  Portland:  possibility  of  his 
candidacy  for  president,  suggested,  324; 
sketch  of,  324n-325n 

Chatham  County:  its  candidates  for  con- 
vention, opposed  by  Holden,  375,  393; 
mentioned,  416 

Chattanooga,  victory  of  Grant  there,  noted, 
118n 

Cheraw:  is  reported  to  be  on  Sherman's 
route,  256;  mentioned,  253 

Chesnutt,  James:  his  letter  to  Isaac  M.  St. 
John,  278;  investigates  Pearsall  complaints, 
278-279 

Chester:  prices  there,  mentioned,  339;  wound- 
ed men,  recuperate  there,  122 

Chesterfield,  189 

Chicago,  nomination  convention  there 
(1864),  167 

Chickamauga,  Battle  of:  Breckinridge  com- 
mands division  under  Hill,  there,  210n; 
mentioned,  40n,  69n;  participation  of  J.  B. 
Hood,  noted,  133n;  reference  to  Hill's 
report  on,  153n,  199;  reference  to  Sheridan's 
action  there,  18 In;  results  in  Hill-Bragg 
clash,  147n 

Chi mberazo  Hospital,  112,  115 

Chisenhall,  John:  identified,  70n;  mentioned, 
70 

Chowan  River,  44,  192 

Christian  Thought,  edited  by  Charles  Force 
Deems,  99n 

Church  of  Strangers  (N.Y.),  pastored  by 
Charles  Force  Deems,  99n 
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Cincinnati,  one  of  its  papers  prints  Schenck 

and  Sherman  speeches,  321 
"Circular  to  the  Freedmen  of  Western  North 

Carolina,"  376-379 
City  Point:  is  site  of  meeting  between  Sher- 
man and  Lincoln,  302;  mentioned,  93 
Clad  wood,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

Clark (Sgt.),  171 

Clark,  Charles  C:  identified,  383n;  supports 

Worth  (1865),  383,  415 
Clark,  Henry  Toole:  mentioned,  293;  sketch 

of,  293n 
Clark,  James  M.:  brief  sketch  of,  165n;  men- 
tioned, 165 
Clarke,  William  John  (Col.):  identified,  252n; 

mentioned,  72,  75,  252;  sketch  of,  72n 
Clay,  Henry:  his  statesmanship  cited,  248;  is 

E.  J.  Hale's  friend,  16n 
Clayton  Station,  is  proposed   rendezvous  for 

commissioners  and  Sherman,  298 
Cleburne,     Patrick     Ronayne:     commiserates 

with  Hill,  210;  sketch  of,  210n 
Cleveland,    Grover:    appoints    Matt    Ransom 

minister  to  Mexico,  70n-71n;   is  supported 

in  campaign  by  J.  Speed,  38 In 
Cleveland  County,  452 
Clifford,  [Nathan],  437 
Clingman,  Thomas  Lanier:  his  brigade  suffers 

losses,  121;  sketch  of,  121n 
Clingman's   Brigade:   Eighth   Regiment  of,  is 

sent    to    Ransom,    72;    its    officers    include 

W.  H.  S.  Burgwyn,  71n;  joins  Lee,  139 
Cobb,  Bryan  W.:  identified,  138n;  mentioned, 

138 
Cobb,  David,  is  presumed  to  support  Vance, 

151 
Cobb's  Mills,  fighting  there,  reported,  276 
Coggins,   Joseph    B.:    his    death    noted,    165, 

179;    is   concerned   about   mail    route,   141; 

sketch  of,  165n 
Cold  Harbor,  Battle  of:  brings  promotion  to 

Jubal   Early,    153n;   reference    to   deaths   of 

J.  R.  Murchison,  72n,  and  J.  H.  Payne,  83n; 

reference   to  injury  of  W.  H.   S.   Burgwyn, 

71n 
Cole  tract,  of  W.  A.  Graham,  136 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  founded 

by  Dr.  Edward  Warren,  32n 
Collins,  George  P.:  identified,  91n;  mentioned, 

107;  reports  injury  of  James  Graham,  91 
Colquitt,   Alfred    Holt    (Gov.):    commands  at 

front  lines,  153;  influences  Senate  appoint- 
ment, 65n;  sketch  of,  153n 
Columbia:    forces    there,    mentioned,    232;    is 

taken  by  Federals,  245 
Columbia  road,  75 

Colwell.  See  Caldwell,  David  Franklin 
Commissioners.    See   Hampton    Roads,   Peace 

Conference 
Committee   of  Thirteen,   includes    R.   M.   T. 

Hunter,  81n 


Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  Con- 
federate Congress,  considers  G.  A.  Henry's 
speech,  196-197 

Conacanara,  plantation  of  Thomas  Devereux, 
87,  87n,  169,  172 

Confederate  Congress:  its  actions  (Dec,  1864), 
reviewed,  203;  its  adjournments,  men- 
tioned, 114,  136,  140,  203,  271,  273;  its 
need  to  deal  with  fiscal  problems,  dis- 
cussed, 10;  members  of,  mentioned,  include 
W.  W.  Avery,  151n,  R.  W.  Barnwell,  161n, 
R.  R.  Bridgers,  138n,  H.  S.  Foote,  24n, 
W.  A.  Graham,  1-546  passim,  J.  G.  Leach, 
150n,  J.  M.  Leach,  150n,  J.  Lyons,  138n, 
W.  H.  McFarland,  257n,  H.  Marshall,  55n, 
R.  C.  Puryear,  lOOn,  W.  C.  Rives,  23n-24n, 
J.  Turner,  149n,  R.  W.  Walker,  346n; 
references  to,  5,  9 

Confederate  finances.  See  Money,  finance, 
banking,  bonds 

Confederate  (Raleigh,  weekly):  excoriates 
J.  T.  Leach  for  criticizing  Davis  adminis- 
tration, 3n;  is  edited  by  D.  K.  McRae,49n 

Congressional  reconstruction:  is  opposed  by 
A.  S.  Merrimon,  27n,  B.  F.  Perry,  392n, 
J.  Turner,  149n-150n;  is  supported  by  J.  E. 
Brown,  65n,  E.  G.  Reade,  17n 

Conigland,  Edward:  sketch  of,  42 In;  supports 
H  olden, 421 

Conscription:  Conscription  Act,  discussed, 
84;  opposition  to  conscription  expressed 
by  J.  E.  Brown,  65n,  H.  Johnson,  347n, 
D.  L.  Russell,  Sr.,  95n.  See  also  Benjamin, 
Judah;  Negroes,  conscription  of;  Slaves, 
arming  of 

Co7isen>ative:  is  newspaper  of  Conservatives, 
169;  its  editor  seeks  answers  to  Progress 
charges,  151-152;  its  stock  discussed,  170; 
reports  Graham's  views  on  peace  move- 
ment, 201-202 

Conservatives:  buy  press  of  Spirit  of  the  Age, 
169;  congressional  caucus  suggested,  4; 
support  appointment  of  George  Davis, 
In;  their  position  in  1864,  discussed,  46; 
their  victory,  viewed  by  Graham  as  means 
of  uniting  N.C.,  206 

Constitution  of  1866,  its  ratification  is  favored 
by  J.  Worth,34n 

Constitutional  conventions:  actions  (1865) 
discussed,  385-390,  422;  members  of  1865 
convention  include  L.  S.  Bingham,  449n, 
N.  Boyden,  58n,  R.  G.  Cowper,  420n, 
T.  Haynes,  386,  J.  D.  Johnston,  420n,  A.  H. 
Jones,  446n,  P.  H.  Joyner,  386,  C.  McCleese, 
420n,  M.  Manly,  54n,  B.  F.  Moore,  33n  34n, 
D.  B.  Nicholson,  386n,  S.  F.  Phillips,  31n, 
W.  Sloan,  438n,  R.  H.  Smith,  421n,  W.  A. 
Smith,  387n,  L.  L.  Stewart,  386n,  J.  R. 
Stubbs,  416n,  H.  Willey,  420n,  R.  H.  Win- 
borne,  420n,  P.  H.  Winston,  33n;  presiding 
officer  (1865)  is  E.  G.  Reade,  17n;  reference 
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to  1861  convention,  97n-98n,  137n,  149n 

Constitutional  Union  party:  its  Bell-Everett 
ticket,  supported  by  Vance,  In;  one  of  its 
founders  is  G.  E.  Badger,  300n 

"Contraband-of-war,"  explained,  106n 

Cooke,  John  R.  (Gen.):  has  no  staff  position 
for  James  Graham,  90-91;  his  brigade's 
position,  noted,  285;  is  in  command  during 
Wilderness  battle,  91;  mentioned,  140,  185, 
285,  285n,  456;  receives  mail,  178;  reports 
to  W.  A.  Graham,  140;  wants  W.  A. 
Graham's  recommendation,  456.  See  also 
Cooke's  Brigade 

Cooke,  John  Wheeler,  reports  on  postwar 
problems  of  property  owners,  466-467 

Cooke,  Oliver  D.:  identified,  252n;  is  captured, 
252 

Cooke's  Brigade:  distinguishes  itself,  91;  is  in 
Petersburg  action,  296;  its  ordnance  officer 
is  R.  W.  Anderson,  93n.  See  also  Cooke, 
JohnR. 

Cooper,  Samuel:  is  authorized  to  accept 
Joseph  Graham's  resignation,  8;  mentioned, 
146,  209;  references  to  his  part  in  D.  H.  Hill 
situation,  133,  147-148;  sketch  of,  8n-9n 

Copperheads,  references  to,  322,  344 

Corwin,  Thomas  (Gov.):  is  consulted  by 
J.  Turner,  352;  promotes  theory  of  Lincoln 
assassination  plot,  322-323;  serves  with 
Graham  in  Fillmore  cabinet,  321n;  sketch 
of,  320n-321n;  works  for  friends'  release,  320 

Cottage  Home  (Lincoln  County),  2,  2n,  67,  79, 
189,204 

Couch,  Darius  Nash  (Gen.):  hopes  to  pre- 
serve university,  308;  sketch  of,  308n 

Court  of  Inquiry,  is  requestetl  by  Hill,  145, 
201 

Covington,  Kentucky,  city  of,  endorses  rail- 
road bonds  for  collection,  345 

Covington  &  Lexington  Railroad  Company, 
inquiry  made  about  its  bonds,  by  W.  A. 
Graham,  344-345 

"Cousin  Ella"  [Swain?]  ,  186 

Cowan's  Ford,  N.C.,  site  of  Robert  Graham's 
farm,  459, 459n 

Cowan's  Ford,  Va.,  reference  to  battle  there, 
25  In 

Cowper  (Cooper),  Richard  G.:  identified, 
440n;  is  Bertie  delegate  to  convention,  440; 
supports  Worth,  420 

Cox,  Christopher  C.  (Gov.):  promotes  theory 
of  Lincoln  assassination  plot,  323;  sketch  of, 
323n 

Crater,  Battle  of:  action  of  William  Mahone, 
noted,  166,  166n;  injury  of  Stephen  Elliott 
there,  noted,  153n 

Craven  County,  383 

"Crime  against  Kansas,"  speech  by  Charles 
Sumner,  incites  assault  on  him,  325n 

Crittenden,  John  Jordan,  cited  as  outstanding 
advocate,  300n 


Crittenden  Compromise,  advocated  by  J.  C. 
Breckinridge,  11 3n 

Cuff,  farm  worker,  459 

Culpeper  (Culpepper)  Courthouse,  leadership 
of  Ferebee  there,  commended,  95 

Currituck  County,  41 

Curtis,  Dr.,  286 

Gushing,  Caleb,  cited  as  outstanding  advo- 
cate, 300n 

Custer,  George  A.,  disperses  troops  of  Early, 
154n 


D 


Dabney's  Mill  (Hatcher's  Run),  references  to 

acuon  there,  231,  231n,257n 
Daily    Conseiuative,    one    of   its    reporters    is 

W.  E.  Pell,423n 
Daily    Journal,    urges    Graham     to    run    for 

governor  ( 1 865) ,  4 1 6 
Daily  Progress  (Raleigh):  is  owned  by  W.  R. 

Richardson  and  others,  34n;  opposes  Vance, 

148;  publishes  article  on  Confederate  cur- 
rency, 62;  supports  peace  movement,  148n 
Daily      Record      (Raleigh):      Graham      notes 

Holden's  hostility  to  it,  375 
Daily    Sentinel    (Raleigh):    supports    Graham 

for   U.S.  Senate   (1865),  452-454;   urges  the 

intercession      of     President     Johnson     for 

Graham,  457 
Dan,   Negro  on   Earhart  plantation:   his  wife 

is  hired  as  cook,  359 
Daniel,  Junius:  references  to  his  death,   109, 

112,  115,  125;  sketch  of,  109n 
Danville:    is   on    mail   route,    140;   mentioned, 

163 
Danville    Railroad:    is    damaged    by    Federal 

forces.  111;  mentioned,  139 
Dave,   servant   of  Robert  Graham,    157,  296, 

304, 304n,310 
"David,"   pseudonym   used    by    B.    F.   Moore, 

120 
Davidson,  Adam  Brevard:  his  letter  to  W.  A. 

Graham,   21-22;    his    son    is    released    from 

prison,  270;  sketch  of,  21n 
Davidson,    Edward     Constantine:     identified, 

2 In;  request  for  his  exemption  is  submitted 

to  Graham,  21 
Davidson,  Robert:  identified,  270n;  is  released 

from  Federal  prison,  270 
Davidson,    William    (Brother    William),    his 

plantation  mentioned.  21 
Davidson  College,  199,  446 
Davidson  County,  305,  389,  416 
Davidson    district,    is    represented    by    Lewis 

Hanes,415 
Davis,  Dr.,  of  Chapel  Hill,  91 
Davis,  George:  intercedes  for  Daniel  Russell, 

Jr.,  95n;  is  appointed  Confederate  attorney 

general,  1;  references  to  his  vacant  Senate 

seat,    9,    23,    86;    sketch    of.    In;    supports 
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appointment  of  Edward  Cantwell  as  judge, 
53 

Davis,  Jefferson:  appoints  Cantwell  to  be  mili- 
tary governor  of  Norfolk,  53n;  assigns  in- 
spector general  to  Cooke,  179;  blocks  D.  H. 
Hill's  promotion,  68n;  comments  of  Hill  on 
Davis's  action,  210;  compromises  with 
Congress,  209n;  considers  arresting  W.  W. 
Holden,  32n;  considers  repeal  of  Ration 
Act.  141;  defends  Benjamin,  132,  230n; 
distinguishes  between  his  private  and 
public  opinions,  252;  fails  to  help  N.C., 
241;  his  administration  opposed  by  J.  E. 
Brown,  64n,  H.  S.  Foote,  217n,  K.  Rayner, 
350n,  A.  Rives.  218.  J.  Turner.  149n;  his 
administration  supports  bill  to  conscript 
slaves,  253;  his  antipathy  toward  J.  E. 
Johnston,  mentioned,  123n;  his  appoint- 
ment of  L.  Polk,  discussed,  134n;  his  atti- 
tude in  late  stages  of  war,  analyzed,  238- 
239;  his  conduct  of  the  war,  criticized  by 
Wigfall,  102n;  his  illness  reported.  203;  his 
interview  with  Francis  Blair,  noted,  215- 
216;  his  measures  not  supported.  382;  his 
naval  aide  is  J.  T.  Wood.  273n;  his 
promotions  criticized  by  Hill,  155;  his 
rivalry  with  H.  S.  Foote  reviewed,  24n;  his 
unpopularity  with  Congress  noted,  232; 
his  views  on  taxation  mentioned,  174;  his 
views  reconciled  with  Stephens's,  225;  his 
war  measures  supported  by  B.  S.  Gaither, 
10  In;  is  advised  by  Graham.  454;  is 
suspected  of  collaborating  in  Lincoln's 
assassination.  323;  loses  confidence  of 
people.  246,  294;  meets  with  N.C.  dele- 
gation, 24;  mentioned,  66n,  lOOn,  129, 
138n,  144,  145,  147,  188.  346;  offers  to 
appoint  peace  commission,  215-216;  pic- 
tured, 234;  promotes  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 
59n,  234;  reference  to  breach  with  Congress, 
236;  reference  to  death  of  his  child,  81,  90; 
reference  to  his  flight  from  Richmond, 
302n;  reference  to  his  speech  of  Feb.  6 
(1865),  82n;  requests  extension  of  Congress 
(Mar.,  1865),  283;  supported  by  Hill,  190n; 
supports  Bragg  in  his  impasse  with  Hill, 
144-145.  200,  201.  283;  talks  with  W.  A. 
Graham,  256.  273;  urges  Vance  to  be  firm 
with  peace  advocates.  160 

Davis.  Joseph  Jonathan:  is  released  from 
Federal  prison,  270;  sketch  of,  270n-271n 

Davis,  Roderic  C:  is  injured  in  Battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  91,  91n 

Dearing,  James:  his  cavalry  participates  in 
campaign  around  Franklin,  Va.,  41,  and  at 
Plymouth,  72,  74;  repels  Yankees  at  Peters- 
burg (1864),  102;  sketch  of,  41  n 

Decatur,  Stephen,  284n 

Deems,  Charles:  mentioned.  99;  sketch  of.  99n 

Deep  Creek.  42 


"Delphi  Papers  "  (Delphic  Oracles),  discussed 
briefly.  345n.  347 

Democratic  party:  its  position  on  peace, 
mentioned,  160;  persons  affiliated  with 
party  at  some  point,  include  W.  W.  Avery, 
151n.  John  Berry,  6n,  F.  P.  Blair,  216n, 
T.  S.  Bocock,  82n,  E.  M.  Braxton,  61n. 
J.  E.  Brown,  64n,  E.  Cantwell,  53n,  W.  J. 

Clarke.  72n.  P.  R.  Cleburne.  210n.  John  R. 

Cooke.  60n,   W.    T.    Dortch,    lOOn,  W.   W. 

Holden,   33n,    52n,    H.   V.   Johnson,   347n. 

J.    Kerr.    15In.   A.    R.   Lawton.   57n,  J.    M. 

Leach.  150n,  F.  Lee,  183n,  H.  Marshall,  55n, 

S.  F.  Phillips,  3 In,  D.  S.  Reid,  293n,  W.  C. 

Rives,   23n,    W.    B.    Rodman,    53n,    H.    W. 

Slocum,  389n.  A.  H.  Stephens.  65n 
Departments:    East    Tennessee,    commanded 

by  Longstreet,  133-134;  Middle  and  Eastern 

Florida,  commanded  by  J.   Finegan.  166n; 

Mississippi,    commanded    by    L.    Polk,    134; 

Missouri,  commanded   by  J.   M.  Schofleld, 

251n;  North  Carolina,  commanded  by  J.  G. 

Foster,    7 In,    and    by    J.    M.    Martin,    78n; 

North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  commanded 

by  G.   E.   Pickett,  40n;   Northern  Virginia, 

its    chief  engineer    is   J.    F.    Gilmer,   253n; 

Ohio,  commanded  by  J.  G.  Foster,  7 In  and 

by    G.     B.     McClellan,     164n;     Richmond, 

commanded  by  A.  Elzey,   154n;   the  South, 

commanded  by  David  Hunter.  154n 
DeRossett,     Moses     John:     mentioned,     107; 

sketch  of,  107n-I08n 
Desertions,    morale:    Confederate    desertions, 

references  to,  91n,  156,  165n,  233,  250,  257, 

258;  mass  meeting  in  Richmond,  222,  226, 

230;  Union  desertions,  164 
Desmoulins,  Camille,  238 
Devereux,  J.,    his   son's    position    as   General 

Hill's  courier,  noted.  124 
Devereux,  Thomas   P.:   his   letters   to  W.   A. 

Graham,     87-88,      168-169,      172-174;     seeks 

membership     on    peace    commission,     168; 

sketch    of,    87n;    wishes    to    establish    trust 

fund  for  Jackson's  children,  87 
Devereux,  Mrs.  Thomas  P.,  169 
Dick,  Negro  on  Earhart  plantation,  359 
Dick,     Robert     Paine:     his     attitude     toward 

Holden,  noted,   306n,  319-320,   396;  sketch 

of,  319n 
Dickenson,  Dr.  See  Dickerson,  Mark  Overton 
Dickerson  (Dickenson),  Mark  Overton:   brief 

sketch  of,  452n;  mentioned,  452 
Dickey  (Dickeys),  Charles  Denslow:  his  home 

in     New    York    State,    described,    341-342; 

identified,  34 In 
Dickey,  Mrs.  Charles  Denslow  (Mary  Sophia 

Witherspoon),  341n,  342 
Dickson,    Stephen    (Capt.):    brief    sketch    of, 

177n;  is  hospitalized.  245;  mentioned.  177 
Dickson,    William     J.:     identified,    231n;     is 

injured,  231 
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Dinwiddle  Courthouse,  69n,  76n,  179n 

Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  41 

Dispatch,  the  "lost  dispatch"  in  Hill  case, 
discussed,  210 

Districts:  of  Albemarle,  commanded  by  H.  W. 
Wessells,  77n;  of  South  Carolina,  com- 
manded by  B.  H.  Robertson,  94n;  of  West- 
ern N.C.,  commanded  by  J.  G.  Martin,  78n 

Dockery,  Alfred  (Gen.):  is  arrested,  413;  sketch 
of,  416n;  supports  Worth,  416,  421 

Doctor's  Experience  in  Three  Continents,  A, 
by  Dr.  Edward  Warren,  32n 

Dodge,  James  R.,  449n 

Donaldson,  Robert:  his  help  for  university,  is 
solicited  by  Swain,  395;  identified,  395n 

Donnell,  Richard  Spaight:  his  letter  to  Wil- 
liam A.  Graham,  110-111;  mentioned,  149n; 
sketch  of,  llOn;  writes  about  Russell- 
Whiting  case,  128 

Doolittle,  James  Rood:  mentioned,  460; 
sketch  of,  460n 

Dortch,  William  T.:  mentioned,  222,  269; 
quoted,  45n;  sketch  of,  lOOn 

Douglas,  Adam,  465 

Douglas,  Stephen  A.,  attacked  by  Carl 
Schurz,471n 

Dowd,  Clement  (Major):  appeals  for  reim- 
bursement to  state  by  Confederate  govern- 
ment for  troop  supplies,  56-57;  sketch  of, 
56n-57n 

Dred  Scott  Case,  cited,  253,460n 

Drewry's  (Drury's)  Bluff:  action  there,  noted, 
121n,  122n;  Butler's  forces  checked  by 
Beauregard's,  80n,  111;  mentioned,  70n, 
71n,  112,  124,  130n;  Whiting's  failure  there, 
discussed,  59n 

Driggs,  John  Fletcher;  representative  from 
Michigan,  promotes  theory  of  Lincoln 
assassination  plot,  322-323;  sketch  of,  323n 

Durham,  Cicero  A.  (Capt.):  leads  charge  at 
Suffolk,  Va.,  42-43;  sketch  of,  42n 

Durham's  (Durham's  Station),  141,  303n,  466 


E.  J.  Hale  and  Sons,  17n.  See  also  Hale, 
Edward  Jones 

Earhart's  (Graham  plantation),  90,  90n,  277, 
359 

Earle,  William  Madison,  442,  442n,  446 

Early,  Jubal  Anderson:  asks  that  Hill  be  used 
in  Breckinridge's  Division,  153-154;  his 
Valley  campaign,  mentioned,  185n,  204; 
mentioned,  171;  news  of  his  defeat  sup- 
pressed, 271;  one  of  his  brigades  com- 
manded by  John  Pegram,  40n;  sketch  of, 
153n-154n 

Easter's,  465,466 

Eaton,  William,  meets  with  Johnson  to  discuss 
reconstruction  plans,  305n-306n 


Economy    of   the    South,    postwar,    discussed, 

370-374 
Edenton  district,   is   represented    by  Jesse   R. 

Stubbs,  415 
Edenton  Road,  42 
Edmund     (Ed),     probably    slave    of    Joseph 

Graham,  15 
Edmundston,    Mr.     [Patrick    Muir    Edmonds- 
ton]  ,  169 
Educational  Journal,  edited  by  Theodore  B. 

Kingsbury,  104n 
Edward,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 
Edwards,     Leonidas     Compton:     mentioned, 

387;  sketch  of,  387n 
Edwards,  Weldon  N.:  applies  for  pardon,  324; 

sketch  of,  324n 
Eighteenth    N.C.    Regiment:     its    colonel    is 

James  D.  Radcliffe,  7 In;  officers  of  Lane's 

brigade,    listed    as   signers    of  memorial    to 

Graham,  265 
Eighth  Iowa  Volunteers,  one  of  its  officers  is 

Frederick  Steele,  1 14n 
Eighth  N.C.  Regiment:   is  in  Matt  Ransom's 

brigade,  112n;  its  personnel  includes  J.  W. 

Hinton,  41n,  and  J.  R.  Murchison,  72n 
Eleventh   N.C.   Regiment,  Company  G.,  one 

of  its  officers  is  J.  F.  Freeland,  199n 
Eliza("Sister  Eliza"),  212 
Eliza  Dick,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 
Elliott,    Stephen,    Jr.:     commands    at    front 

lines,  153;  mentioned,  182;  sketch  of,  153n 
Ellis,  John  W.:   his  defeat  of  D.   K.  McRae, 

noted,  48n;  reference  to  his  death,  293n 
Elzey,  Arnold:  is  sent  to  relieve  Breckinridge, 

154;  sketch  of,  154n 
Emancipation,  is  subject  of  comments  by  S.  F. 

Phillips  to  Graham,  237.  See  also  Negroes; 

Plantation  affairs;  Slaves,  ex-slaves,  slavery 
Emigration,  postwar,  to  South,  is  viewed  as 

desirable,  369-370,  370-374 
Engelhard  (Englehard),  Joseph  Adolphus:  is 

suggested    as     N.C.    Senate    reading    clerk 

(1865),  448;  sketch  of,  448n 
England,   Graham's   comments   on    Confeder- 
acy's overtures  to  that  country,  21 1 
Englehard.  See  Engelhard,  Joseph  Adolphus 
Ephraim,  Graham  slave,  mention  of  his  wages, 

77 
Equipment   of  troops:   discussed,   78n;   reim- 
bursement  requested,  56-57.   See  also  Sup- 
plies, wartime 
Estes  Place  (Graham):  mentioned,  156;  report 

of  thefts  there,  245 
Evelen,  Graham    Negro,   is    moving  with   her 

husband  to  Buncombe  County,  360 
Everett,  Mr.  See  Avera,  W.  H. 
Exemption:     mechanics     appeal     to    W.     A. 

Graham,  212-214;  state  officers'  exemption 

explained,  197-198;  student  exemption,  203; 

"2000  exemption,"  443, 444 
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"Fair  Ground's  Hospital,"  165 

Fair  Oaks,  bravery  of  O.  O.  Howard  in  battle 
there,  noted,  41 3n 

Faison,  John  W.  (Adj.),  sends  letters  to  Col. 
P.  F.  Faison,  252 

Faison,  Paul  Fletcher  (Col.):  commands 
brigade,  179,  182;  his  court-martial  after 
Gum  Swamp,  references  to,  72.  252,  281;  is 
recommended  by  Hoke,  141,  14 In;  men- 
tioned, 76,  153,  167,  171,252;  sketch  of,  72n 

Famous  Indian  Chiefs  I  Have  Known,  by 
O.O.  Howard,  41 3n 

Farmer,  L.  D.:  identified,  352n;  mentioned, 
352 

Farmville,  Va.:  capture  of  John  Chisenhall 
there,  noted,  70n,  and  of  W.  G.  Lewis,  108n 

Farmwell,  10 

Faucett,  Robert  T.:  brief  sketch  of,  179n;  is 
elected  officer  of  Fifty-sixth  Regiment,  179 

Faucette,Mr.,  170 

Fayetteville:  is  rendezvous  site  for  Confederate 
troops,  276;  mentioned,  16,  284,  286 

Fayetteville  Observer:  is  edited  by  Edward  J. 
Hale,  16n;  mentioned,  84n,  287n;  sub- 
scription costs,  noted,  158-159 

Ferebee  (Ferrabee,  Ferrebee),  Dennis  D.:  is 
bypassed  for  appointment,  94-95;  is  pro- 
posed as  endorser  of  Worth,  384;  is  sug- 
gested to  be  speaker  of  the  N.C.  Senate, 
448;  sketch  of,  94n;  supports  Worth  (1865), 
420 

Fifteenth  N.C.  Regiment:  is  in  Cooke's 
brigade,  60n;  its  colonel  is  William  McRae, 
49n 

Fifth  N.C.  Regiment,  participates  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Pennsylvania  campaigns,  48n 

Fifth  S.C.  Cavalry,  its  colonel  is  Micah  Jenkins, 
92n 

Fifty-ninth  N.C.  Regiment,  its  officers 
include  Edward  Cantwell,  53n 

Fifty-second  Va.  Infantry,  one  of  its 
officers  is  John  B.  Baldwin,  137n 

Fifty-sixth  N.C.  Regiment:  count  on 
Aug.  28,  1864,  given,  166;  encamped  near 
Petersburg,  153,  163,  170,  178,  182;  is  at 
Weldon,  39;  is  in  Matt  Ransom's  brigade, 
112n;  its  personnel  includes  R.  W. 
Belo,  120n,  J.  M.  Clark,  165n,  M.  J.  De- 
Rosset,  107n,  P.  F.  Faison,  72n,  141,  252n, 
R.  T.  Faucett,  179n,  J.  W.  Graham,  39n, 
130n,  R.  D.  Graham,  90n,  130n,  L.  Harrill, 
251n,  H.  W.  James,  182n,  G.  G.  Luke,  76n, 
J.  Riley,  165n,  C.  R.  Wilson,  69n 
Fillmore,  Millard:  his  cabinet  includes  A.  H. 
H.  Stuart,  426n;  Worth's  support  of  him, 
noted,  393 
Finance.  See  Money,  finance,  banking,  bonds 
Finegan  (Finnegan),  Joseph:  is  accused  of  not 


supporting  Heth,  166;  sketch  of,  166n 

First  Brigade  (North  Carolina  Expeditionary 
Forces),  is  commanded  by  John  Gray  Foster, 
71n 

First  Bull  Run,  action  of  Henry  Warner 
Slocum,  mentioned,  389n.  See  also  First 
Manassas;  Second  Manassas 

First  Georgia  Volunteers,  its  colonel  is  Hugh 
W.  Mercer,  155n 

First  Manassas,  Battle  of:  participants  in 
action  there  include  J.  A.  Early,  153n,  A. 
Elzey,  154n,  P.  G.  Beauregard,  80n,  C. 
Fisher,  226n,  J.  Hagood,  166n,  E.  Hunton, 
89n,  W.  E.  Jones,  92n,  H.  W.  Slocum,  389n, 
E.  K.  Smith,  133n,  J.  S.  Wadsworth,  93n. 
See  also  First  Bull  Run;  Second  Manassas 

First  N.C.  Cavalry,  fights  under  Lee  in  Va., 
193n 

First  N.C.  Regiment,  its  personnel  includes 
Matt  W.  Ransom,  70n,  99 

First  S.C.  Regiment  (Negro):  is  organized  by 
D.  Hunter,  154n;  its  colonel  is  Johnson 
Hagood,  166n.  See  also  Negroes 

Fisher,  Charles  F.  (Col.),  is  honored  in  naming 
of  Fort  Fisher,  227n 

Fisher's  Hill,  capture  of  Seaton  Gales  there, 
noted,  445n 

Fitzhugh,  Mr.,  reports  seeing  James  M.  Hob- 
son,  223 

Five  Forks:  capture  of  Thomas  R.  Roulhac 
there,  noted,  167n,  and  of  J.  D.  Woods, 
182n;  mentioned,  70n,  304n 

"Flagof  truce  boat,"  185 

Florida,  public  moneys  seized,  255.  See  also 
money,  finance,  banking,  bonds 

Foote,  Henry  Stuart:  his  attitude  toward  J. 
Davis,  reviewed,  24n,  217n;  is  arrested,  216- 
217;  meets  with  Reade,  24;  opposes  sus- 
pension of  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  203; 
sketch  of,  24n 

Forrest,  Albert  J.:  identified,  91n;  is  wounded, 
91 

Forrest,  French:  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
193-194;  sketch  of,  193n-194n 

Fort  Clifton,  expects  attack,  281 

Fort  Delaware,  reference  to  Federal  prison 
there,71n,222,270n 

Fort  Donelson:  capture  of  Buckner  there, 
noted,  89n;  its  capture  by  Grant,  noted, 
118n;  its  loss  blamed  on  Benjamin,  132n 

Fort  Fisher:  attack  there,  is  expected,  217; 
briefly  discussed,  226n;  command  of  heavy 
artillery  by  L.  Hebert,  noted,  96n;  is  forti- 
fied by  Whiting,  59n;  its  fall  reported,  226; 
mentioned,  86;  service  of  D.  L.  Russell,  Jr., 
reviewed,  95n 

Fort  Harrison,  W.  H.  S.  Burgwyn's  injury  in 
battle,  noted,  7 In 

Fort  Henry:  its  capture  by  Grant,  noted, 
1 18n;  its  loss  blamed  on  Benjamin,  132n 
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Fort  Hill  Guards,  is  unit  of  Isaac  M.  St.  John, 

268n 
Fort  Macon,  reference  to  forces  there,  7  In 
Fort    Pulaski,    Ga.:     is    besieged     by    David 

Hunter,     154n;     mentioned,     222;     prison 

there,  mentioned,  348 
Fort  Stedman,  70n 
Fort    Sumter:    action    of    Johnson    Hagood, 

noted,    166n;    its    capture    by    Beauregard, 

noted,  80n;   reference  to  Seward-Campbell 

negotiations      there,      348;      reference      to 

Seward- Lincoln     misunderstanding     about 

its  defense,  348n 
Fortress     Monroe:     Lincoln's    speech     there, 

cited,  375;  reference  to  peace  mission  there, 

454;  report  on  conference  there,  236-237 
Forty-eighth    N.C.    Regiment:    is    in    Cooke's 

brigade,  60n;  its  colonel  is  S.  H.  Walkup, 

439n 
Forty-fifth  N.C.  Regiment:  its  officers  include 

S.  H.  Boyd,  139n,  and  T.  M.  Smith,  139n 
Forty-fifth  Virginia  Infantry,  50n 
Forty-first  N.C.  Regiment,  one  of  its  officers 

isA.  M.Waddell,443n 
Forty-ninth    N.C.     Regiment,    its    personnel 

includes  H.  A.  Chambers,  304n,  C.  A.  Dur- 
ham, 42n,T.  Roulhac,  167n 
Forty-second  N.C.  Regiment,  one  of  its  officers 

is  S.  B.  Alexander,  184n 
Forty-seventh   N.C.   Regiment,  includes  J.  J. 

Davis,  270n 
Forty-sixth    N.C.    Regiment:     is    in    Cooke's 

brigade,  60n;  its  colonel  is  E.  D.  Hall,  352n 
Forty-sixth  Ohio  Regiment,  its  officers  include 

C.    C.   Walcutt,    300n,   and    E.    Whittlesey, 

339n 
Foster,  John  Gray  (Col.):  his  advance  is  held 

in  check,  71;  sketch  of,  7  In 
Foster,     Lafayette    Sabine:     is     president     of 

Senate  (1865),  461;  sketch  of,  46 In 
Foster's  Mill,  71 
Fourteenth  Amendment:  is  not  approved  by 

Jonathan    Worth,    34n;    is    supported    by 

Reverdy  Johnson,  460n 
Fourteenth    N.C.    Regiment:    its    officers    in- 
clude Junius  Daniel,  109n,  and  P.  F.  Faison, 

72n 
Fourteenth  S.C.  Regiment,  one  of  its  officers 

is  A.  M.  Perrin,  112n 
Fourth  N.C.  Cavalry  (Fifty-ninth  N.C.  Regi- 
ment), its  officers  include   D.   D.  Ferebee, 

94n,  and  J.  T.  Mitchell,  94n 
Fourth    N.C.    Regiment:    its    officers    include 

D.  M.  Carter,  45n,  and  Sea  ton  Gales,  445n 
Foust,  Isaac  Henry:  his  widow  and  daughter, 

robbed,  272;  identified,  272n 
Fowle,  Daniel  Gould:  defeat  of  his  resolution 

urged     by     Conservative,    202;     identified, 

202n;    is   assigned   Register   and    its   debts, 

445;  sketch  of,  34n-35n 


Foy,  Christopher  D.  (Capt.):  identified,  135n; 
is  refused  permission  to  raise  companies, 
135 

France:  Graham's  comment  on  Confederacy's 
overtures  to  that  country,  211;  war  with, 
suggested,  235 

Franklin,  N.C,  270 

Franklin,  Tennessee,  Battle  of:  P.  R.  Cle- 
burne's death  there,  noted,  210n;  J.  B. 
Hood's  participation  in  campaign,  133n 

Franklin,  Virginia,  40 

Franklin  County,  is  predicted  to  support 
Worth  (1865),  420 

Frayser's  Farm,  brigade  there,  led  by  Micah 
Jenkins,  92n 

Fred,  slave  on  Graham  farm,  339 

Fredericksburg,  Battle  of:  participants  include 
A.  H.  Colquitt,  153n,  J.  R.  Cooke's  brigade, 
60n,  D.  N.  Couch,  308n,  R.  F.  Hoke,  71n, 
J.  B.  Hood,  133n,  O.  O.  Howard,  413n, 
G.  E.  Pickett, '40n 

Free  Negroes,  are  needed  to  replace  slave 
labor  in  Wilmington,  59.  See  also  Plantation 
affairs;  Slaves,  ex-slaves,  slavery 

Freedmen:  are  advised  in  circular  by  Barnett, 
376-379;  contact  with,  338,  339;  their  educa- 
tion advocated  by  C.  H.  Wiley,  365n;  their 
problems  discussed,  358 

Freedmen  s  Bureau,  329,  339n,  358n,  396,  413, 
459.  See  also  Barnett,  John  C;  Plantation 
affairs;  Slaves,  ex-slaves, slavery 

Freeland,  C.  J.,  signs  open  letter  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  353 

Freeland,  John  F.:  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
199;  identified,  199n;  mentioned,  376, 
376n 

Fremont,  John  Charles:  Hedrick's  support  of 
him  leads  to  harassment,  305n;  mentioned, 
471;  sketch  of,  47  ln-472n 

French,  Robert  S.:  appeals  to  Graham  to  lead 
Conservatives'  action  against  peace  move- 
ment, 17-18;  copy  of  his  letter  to  E.  J.  Hale, 
17-18;  identified,  17n 

From  Manassas  to  Appomattox,  by  James 
Longstreet,  92n 

Fugitive  Slave  Law,  is  opposed  by  Charles 
Sumner,  325n 

Fuller,  Thomas  C:  advocates  calling  Va. 
legislature,  296;  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
286-287;  identified,  296n;  mentioned,  103; 
sketch  of,  103n 


Gaines's  Mill,  participants  in  battle  there 
include  A.  Elzey,  154n,  J.  B.  Hood,  133n, 
G.  E.  Pickett,  40n,  and  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 
59n 

Gaither,  Burgess  Sidney:  his  defeat  by  A.  H. 
Jones,  noted,  442n;  his  election  to  Congress 
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(1865),  noted,  442;  mentioned,   101;  sketch 
of,  lOln;  supports  J.  Davis,  135,  135n 

Gales,  Joseph,  I6n 

Gales,  Seaton:  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
445;  is  proposed  as  principal  clerk  of  state 
House  (1865),  448;  mentioned,  445;  sketch 
of,  445n 

Gales,  Weston,  445n 

Gales  and  Seaton,  teach  E.  J.  Hale  the  trade 
of  journalism,  16n 

"Gamecock  Brigade,"  commanded  by  George 
E.  Pickett,  40n 

Garrett,  Thomas  Miles  (Col.):  his  death 
reported,  106,  112;  sketch  of,  106n 

Gash.L.  S.,  442n 

Gaston,  William,  53n,  54n,  94n,  355 

Gaston  County,  312,  357 

Gately,  Thomas:  serves  in  Graham's  Rifles, 
70;  sketch  of,  70n 

Gatesville,  42 

Gatlin,  Richard  Caswell  (Gen.):  cites  number 
of  N.C.  troops,  66;  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, 58-60;  pictured,  59;  sketch  of,  58n 

Gazette  (Geneva,  N.Y.),  164 

General  Assembly:  its  adjournment  (Feb., 
1865),  regretted,  250;  its  need  for  money 
to  pay  members,  noted,  1 15 

George,  returns  with  horse,  to  Hillsborough, 
281 

George,  Marcus,  his  school,  mentioned,  67n 

Georgia:  reference  to  its  defense,  200;  reverses 
there,  reported,  122 

Gettysburg,  Battle  of:  lack  of  rapport  between 
Lee  and  Longs treet,  noted,  92n;  participants 
in  battle  include  D.  N.  Couch,  308n,  J 
Daniel,  109n,  W.  A.  Graham,  Jr.,  lln,  J.  B 
Hood,  133n.  O.  O.  Howard,  413n,  R.  D 
Johnston,  185n,  J.  L.  Kemper,  70n,  C 
Leventhorpe,  14 In,  G.  G.  Meade,  122n 
A.  M.  Perrin,  112n,  T.  R.  Roulhac,  167n 
J.  S.  Wadsworth,  93n 

Gholson,  Thomas  Saunders  (Judge),  215 

Giddings,  Joshua  Reed:  his  expulsion  from 
House  of  Representatives,  discussed,  408; 
sketch  of,  408n 

Gilbert,  slave  of  W.  A.Graham,  157 

Gilliam,  Robert  B.  (Judge):  cannot  help 
Worth,  419;  reports  error  in  election 
returns  (1865),  448;  sketch  of,  41 9n 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  Forbis:  mentioned,  253; 
sketch  of,  253n 

Gilmer,  John  Adams:  his  advice  sought  by 
Vance,  295;  his  endorsement  of  Benjamin's 
position  noted,  317n;  his  idea  of  an  Ameri- 
can Diet  briefly  explained,  241;  his 
influence  on  Whigs  cited,  58;  his  letter  to 
Z.  B.  Vance  quoted,  4l2n;  his  views  on 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  135;  is  Conservative 
leader,  47;  is  not  recommended  for  pardon, 
351,  382,  390,  412;  is  suggested  as  com- 
mitteeman,  310;    mentioned,    17n,  45,    130, 


138,  211,  222,  253n,  256,  270,  316;  sketch  of, 
45n 

Gilmer,  John  Adams,  Jr.  (Col.):  is  wounded, 
140;  sketch  of,  140n 

Girondists,  238 

Glade  Spring  Depot,  Va.,  home  of  William 
Edmundson  Jones,  92n 

Globe,  edited  by  Francis  P.  Blair,  Sr.,  is 
organ  for  Jackson  administration,  215n 

Gold,  price  of,  167,  215.  See  also  Money, 
finance,  banking,  bonds 

Goldsborough,  80,  276,  396 

Goldthwaite,  Alfred:  identified,  341  n;  men- 
tioned, 341 

Goldthwaite,  Eliza  Witherspoon  (Elizabeth 
Isabella  Witherspoon,  Mrs.  Henry  Barnes 
Goldthwaite):  her  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
347-349;  mentioned,  341;  sketch  of,  341n 

Goldthwaite,  Elizabeth  Isabella  Witherspoon. 
See  Goldthwaite,  Eliza  Witherspoon 

Goldthwaite,  George:  is  wounded,  340;  sketch 
of,  340n 

Goldthwaite,  Henry  Barnes  (Dr.):  identified, 
34 In;  mentioned,  341 

Goldthwaite,  Mrs.  Henry  Barnes.  See  Goldth- 
waite, Eliza  Witherspoon 

Goldthwaite,  John  Witherspoon:  identified, 
340n;  mentioned,  340 

Goldthwaite,  Joseph  Graham  (Joe):  identified, 
340n;  is  wounded,  340 

Goldthwaite,  Thomas:  brief  sketch  of,  256n; 
mentioned,  256,  341 

Gordon,  James  Byron  (Gen.):  is  succeeded 
by  Rufus  Barringer,  179n;  references  to  his 
wound  and  death,  107,  112,  115;  sketch  of, 
107n 

Gordon,  John  Brown:  his  unexpired  Senate 
term  filled  by  J.  E.  Brown  (1871),  65n; 
mentioned,  285;  sketch  of,  285n 

Governors'  meeting  (1864),  190n 

Gracie,  Archibald,  Jr.:  mentioned,  170;  sketch 
of,  170n 

Graham  (address),  343,443 

Graham,  Archibald:  his  regiment  is  in 
Franklin,  Va.,  41;  is  captain  in  Rockbridge 
Artillery,  41n 

Graham,  Augustus  Washington  (Gus):  guards 
Graham  horses,  310;  is  at  Chapel  Hill,  159; 
mentioned,  185,  231,  466;  recuperates,  162; 
sketch  of,  185n-186n 

Graham,  B.  G.  (Dr.),  209 

Graham,  Eugene  Berrien:  identified,  89n; 
mentioned,  89 

Graham,  George  Washington  (G.  Graham, 
George):  his  letters  to  W.  A.  Graham,  185- 
186,  442;  is  at  UNC,  159,  230;  is  needed  at 
Earhart,  360;  mentioned,  184,  422;  references 
to  his  illness,  315,  318;  sketch  of,  184n 

Graham,  James,  his  plantation  Earhart  in- 
herited   by    his    brother,    William    A.,    90n 
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Graham,  James  Augustus  (Jimmie,  "the 
Capt."):  appHes  for  position  of  brigade 
inspector,  61,  90-91,  140;  his  commanding 
officer  is  J.  R.  Cooke,  140n,  296;  his  letter 
from  Susan  W.  Graham,  275-278;  his  letter 
to  Susan  W.  Graham,  184-185;  his  letters 
to  W.  A.  Graham,  38-39,  60-61,  78-79,  176- 
177,  465-466;  is  in  action  at  Dabney  s  Mill, 
231;  is  joined  by  servant,  219;  is  suggested 
for  post  of  clerk  and  master,  474;  is  taken 
to  Appomattox,  304;  leaves  Richmond,  121; 
mentioned,  44,  107,  153,  179,  182,  185n, 
245,  251.  257,  270,  274,  285,  289,  461; 
pictured,  38;  pursues  Grant,  204;  reference 
to  his  letter,  89;  references  to  his  injury 
and  recuperation,  100,  107,  111,  123,  124, 
136,  141;  returns  from  Appomattox  Court- 
house, 310;  sketch  of,  38n;  visits  father,  205 

Graham,  John  Washington  (Johnny):  dis- 
cusses his  personal  finances,  44;  fails  to  see 
Holden,  446;  heads  party  to  gather  army 
provisions,  41;  his  conduct  at  Plymouth 
praised,  115;  his  letters  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
39-44,  68-77,  165-167,  170-171,  182-183,  188- 
189,  250-252,  280-281,  284-285;  mentioned, 
81,  108,  111,  114,  124,  129,  140,  176,  178.  184, 
245,  250,  257,  271.  274,  296;  pictured,  39; 
reference  to  his  remarks  about  Watson- 
Phillips  controversy,  361;  returns  from 
Petersburg,  310;  returns  to  regiment,  162, 
163,  245,  310;  sketch  of,  39n;  sustains 
injury,  152,  152n,  289;  visits  home,  231; 
visits  in  Richmond,  139,  205 

Graham,  Joseph  (M.D.,  Capt.,  "Brother  Joe"): 
his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham,  13-16;  is  injured 
at  Petersburg,  80n;  mentioned,  129,  328; 
pictured,  12;  references  to  his  resignation 
request,  7,  8,  18;  returns  from  Tarboro, 
310;  sketch  of,  7n 

Graham,  Julia  Lane.  See  Graham,  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam A.,  Jr. 

Graham,  Mary  Ann  Washington  (Mrs.  Joseph 
Montrose  Graham):  identified,  66n;  men- 
tioned, 66 

Graham,  Robert  Davidson:  his  conduct  at 
Plymouth  praised,  115;  his  cotton  crop,  its 
yield  estimated,  360;  his  letters  to  Susan  W. 
Graham,  304,  439;  his  letters  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  140-141,  163-165,  178-179,  328-329; 
his  mule  taken,  90;  his  slave  freed,  304n; 
is  feared  to  be  prisoner-of-war,  296;  is 
injured,  178,  289;  mentioned,  70,  81,  108, 
111,  114,  121,  123,  124,  130,  139,  152,  171, 
176,  182,  184,  212,  214,  245,  250,  257,  271; 
pictured,  163;  returns  from  Petersburg,  310; 
searches  for  Sam,  his  ex-slave,  339;  serves 
with  Beauregard,  136;  serves  with  Branch  at 
Plymouth,  72;  sketch  of,  90n;  visits  home, 
231 

Graham,  Susan  (Sudie,  Sister,  Sissy),  44,  131, 
139,328 


Graham,  Susan  Washington  (Sarah  Susannah 
Washington,  Mrs.  William  A.  Graham):  her 
letter  from  James  A.  Graham,  184-185;  her 
letter  from  R.  D.  Graham,  304;  her  letters 
from  W.  A.  Graham,  80-81,  88-90,  90-93, 
105-109,  121-123,  124,  129-131,  136-139,  139- 
140,  211-212,  214-217,  229-230,  230-231,  245- 
246,  256-257,  270-271,  272-273,  273-274;  her 
letter  from  W.  A.  Graham,  Jr.,  12-13;  men- 
tioned, 16,  39n,  44,  61,  66,  163,  169,  171, 
183,  186,  276n,  281,  291,  311n,  312n,  315, 
343,  349,  454-455;  pictured,  219;  receives 
letter  from  her  sister,  66;  reference  to 
sister-in-law's  death,  139;  rides  to  Ray's 
Springs,  162;  sketch  of,  12n 

Graham,  William  Alexander:  advises  Vance, 
380-381;  advises  Worth,  467-468;  advocates 
calling  General  Assembly,  297;  advocates 
commission  to  treat  with  Sherman,  297; 
cites  North  Carolina  Standard  in  with- 
drawing candidacy,  357;  comments  on 
petition  for  pardon,  381;  confers  with  Z.  B. 
Vance,  294-295;  consults  with  J.  M.  More- 
head,  290;  consults  with  Vance  on  course 
of  the  war,  289;  declines  to  run  for  governor, 
423;  denies  taking  issue  with  federal 
decision  on  emancipation,  356;  describes 
action  of  cavalries  in  Hillsborough,  310; 
differs  with  R.  E.  Lee  on  arming  slaves, 
227n;  disapproves  of  convention  to  replace 
legislature,  313;  endorses  Worth,  423; 
expresses  pessimism  over  war,  289;  flays 
Holden  in  speech  notes  (Oct.,  1865),  374- 
376;  has  interview  with  J.  Davis,  256;  his 
action  as  commissioner  (April,  1865),  re- 
counted, 298n-299n;  his  application  for 
pardon  thwarted,  415n;  his  certificate  of 
election  as  state  senator,  457-458;  his 
eligibility  reviewed  by  Bedford  Brown, 
458-459;  his  friendship  with  George  Little, 
noted,  63n;  his  influence  on  Josiah  Turner, 
briefly  analyzed,  150n;  his  failure  to  secure 
pardon  discussed,  328,  351,  367,  382;  his 
foresight  about  war  commended  by  B.  F. 
Moore,  295n;  his  major  wartime  activities 
summarized,  452-454;  his  message  from 
J.  T.  Wood  mentioned,  273;  his  notes  for 
campaign  speech  (Oct.,  1865),  374-376;  his 
oath  of  loyalty,  337;  his  philosophy  on 
freedmen's  priorities,  414;  his  views  on 
honoring  private  contracts,  questioned, 
349;  is  answered  by  Sherman,  300;  is  barred 
from  taking  Senate  seat  (1865),  388n;  is 
colleague  of  T.  Corwin,  32 In;  is  denied 
seat  in  N.C.  legislature  (1865),  454;  is 
granted  safe  conduct  by  Sherman,  299;  is 
informed  of  Sherman-Johnston  peace 
negotiations,  302-303;  is  ordered  to  bring  in 
carriage  for  J.  Davis,  302;  is  provided  with 
horses,  301;  is  requested  to  serve  on  com- 
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niittee  to  consult  with  A.  Johnson,  .S10-3II; 
is  target  of  Hoklen's  animosity,  317n;  is 
unopposed  for  Senate,  425n;  is  upset  over 
delay  of  pardon,  412n;  letters  and  tele- 
grams from  and  to  W.  A.  Graham  {see 
Chronological  List  .  .  .,  xi-xvii);  officially 
notifies  Johnson  of  his  election  to  Senate, 
444;  picture  of  Rickstull  bust  of  Graham, 
frontispiece;  protests  exclusion  of  N.C. 
congressmen  (1865),  468;  publishes  letter 
supporting  J.  Turner,  414-415;  recom- 
mends J.  R.  Cooke,  456;  regrets  not  joining 
"no  confidence"  vote  against  Benjamin, 
253;  reports  Schofield's  remarks,  311; 
reviews  his  own  philosophy  and  actions, 
330-337;  sends  official  notice  of  his  election 
to  Holden,  444;  speaks  in  caucus  (Consti- 
tutional Convention  of  1865)  against  peace 
movement,  17n;  supports  G.  Davis's  ap- 
pointment. In;  supports  Vance  for  governor, 
152 

Graham,  William  Alexander,  Jr.  (Willie): 
announces  plans  to  marry,  12  13;  his  career 
in  agriculture  reviewed,  iln-12n;  his  letter 
to  Susan  W.  Graham,  12-13;  his  letters  to 
W.  A.  Graham,  11,  77-78,  156,  359-360;  his 
refusal  to  rent  land  angers  Negroes,  364; 
his  route  from  Raleigh  to  Richmond  out- 
lined, 13;  is  summoned  to  defend  flogging, 
357;  mentioned,  78,  465;  moves  to  Lincoln 
County,  381;  pictured,  12;  reference  to 
his  injury,  108;  reference  to  his  post  as 
major  and  assistant  adjutant  of  state  troops. 
108n;  references  to  his  wedding,  12-13,  136, 
141;  sketch  of,  lln-12n;  visits  home  in  Hills- 
borough, 15;  visits  in  Virginia,  381 

Graham.  Mrs.  William  A.,  Jr.  (Julia  Lane, 
"Sister  Julia"):  efforts  of  W.  A.  Graham  to 
buy  shoes  for  her,  mentioned,  230,  246,  257; 
mentioned,  12-13,  164,381 

Graham's  Rifles  (Company  D,  Fifty-sixth 
N.C.  Reg.),  69n,  70n,  165n,  182n 

Grant,  Ulysses  Simpson:  appoints  J.  L.  Orr 
Russian  ambassador,  lOln;  appoints  Stanton 
to  Supreme  Court,  217n;  captures  Buckner, 
89n;  comes  to  Raleigh,  302n;  gives  com- 
mand of  cavalry  unit  to  Sheridan,  181n; 
his  military  character  briefly  contrasted 
with  McClellan's,  164n;  lands  troops  at 
Port  Royal,  118,  124;  mentioned,  106n, 
118n,  171,  212.  284;  offers  marshalship  to 
Pickett,  40n;  references  to  his  military 
strategy,  40n,  80n,  89,  105,  105n,  112.  121n, 
130,  154n,  17 In,  183,  204,  232,  236,  289; 
sketch  of,  118n 

Granville  County:  educational  and  charity 
institutions  there,  mentioned,  347;  is 
expected  to  support  Worth  (1865),  420;  is 
represented  by  E.  Grissom,  387;  mentioned, 
36.416 


Graves,    Calvin:    mentioned,    346;    sketch    of, 

346n 
Green,  Duff,  is  editor  of  Telegraph,  215n 
Greenback  (later.  National)  party,  106n 
Greensboro.  211,  222,  253,  302,  339,  365 
Greensboro  and   Cheraw   Railroad,   reference 

to  D.  F.  Caldwell's  promotion  of  it,  384n 
Greensboro-Danville    Road,    is    damaged    by 

nood,217 
Greenville,    Fennessee,  J.   H.   Morgan's  death 

there,  noted,  15n 
Greenville  City,  Virginia,  186 
Grissom,  Eugene:  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 

349;   mentioned,   387;   opposes  Worth,  419; 

sketch  of,  349n 
Guinnea  Station,  railroad  cars  stopped  there, 

90 
Gum  Swamp,  70n,  72n 

Guthrie,  Hugh  B.:  brief  sketch  of,  360n;  men- 
tioned, 360 


H 


Habeas  corpus,  writ  of:  comment  on.  207;  its 
suspension  authorized  by  Confederate 
Congress  (1864),  32n;  its  suspension  pro- 
tested by  W.  A.  Graham,  197,  J.  E.  Brown, 
65n,  B.  F.  Moore,  118n;  mentioned,  23,  82, 
119,  159n,  203,  233,  347n;  references  to 
Graham's  speech  on  subject,  131,  135,  and 
to  Rives's,  158;  unpopular  decisions  of 
Pearson  involving  Confederacy,  noted,  159n 

Hagood,  Johnson:  defends  Weldon  Railroad, 
166;  sketch  of,  166n 

Hale,  [Edward  J.,  Jr.?] ,  is  wounded,  69 

Hale,  Edward  Jones:  edits  Fayetteville  Ob- 
ser~oer,  84n,  287n;  his  letter  from  R.  S. 
French,  17-18,  and  from  W.  A.  Graham, 
19-21,  158-162;  his  letters  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
16-17,  24-26;  his  printing  press  is  destroyed, 
17n,  287;  pictured,  16;  sketch  of.  16n-17n 

Halifax,  104 

Halifax  County,  421 

Hall,  Edward  D.:  mentioned,  240n,  352,  421n; 
sketch  of,  352n 

Hamilton,  71 

Hampton,  Wade,  III:  fights  Reconstruction 
politics,  166n;  forwards  commissioners'  dis- 
patch to  Sherman,  298;  his  division  re- 
inforced by  Wheeler's  men,  286;  his  letter 
to  W.  A.  Graham,  302;  his  victory  over 
Kilpatrick  reported.  280,  284;  references  to 
his  "Beefsteak  Raid."  177,  179,  180n,  182. 
185;  sketch  of,  177n 

Hampton  Roads  Peace  Conference:  arrange- 
ment made  to  exchange  prisoners,  228; 
Blair's  role  explained,  216n;  comments  on 
its  failure.  7n,  65n,  224n.  232,  235.  242,  314, 
457;  it^  membership  includes  R.  M.  T. 
Hunter,  82n;  its  report  publicized,  229-230, 
233,  240 
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Hancock.  John,  109 

Hanes  (Hayncs),  Lewis  (pseudonym  "David- 
son"): expresses  displeasure  with  Holden, 
389;  is  blamed  for  Ramsay's  defeat.  449;  is 
suggested  as  assistant  editor.  304;  men- 
tioned. 415n;  sketch  of.  305n;  supports 
Worth.  415;  wins  in  Fifth  District.  448 

Hanover  Junction:  Lee's  and  Grant's  troops 
assemble  there.  130;  mentioned,  118.  125 

Hardee,  William  Joseph,  his  forces  reported 
to  beat  Chester,  253 

Hargrove,  Stephen  Samuel,  419n 

Hargrove,  Tazewell  Lee,419n 

Harper,  William  (Judge):  dissents  in  South 
Carolina  case  involving  loyalty  oath.  403. 
403n;  his  Memoir  on  Slavery,  403n 

Harper's  Ferry,  service  of  J.E.B.  Stuart  there, 
noted.  107n 

Harrill,  Lawson  (Capt.):  seeks  appointment 
as  assistant  surgeon.  251;  sketch  of,  25 In- 
252n 

Harris,  Mr.  (a  tailor),  his  bill  for  work  done 
for  W.  A.  Graham,  paid,  344 

Harris,  Ceburn  L.  H.:  his  break  with  Holden 
briefly  discussed,  451n;  his  election  noted, 
451-452;  sketch  of,  451n 

Harris,  John  L.:  is  in  action  at  Weldon  Rail 
Road  (Globe's  Tavern),  166;  sketch  of,  166n 

Harrisonburg.  Va.,  defeat  of  Kilpatrick  antl 
Rosser  there,  reported,  281 

Hartford  Convention,  405 

Harvard,  405 

Hashoven,  168 

Hastings.  329 

Hatch,  William  Henry:  his  work  in  agri- 
culture reviewed,  223n;  is  Confederate 
agent  of  prisoner  exchange,  223;  sketch  of, 
222n-223n 

Hatcher's  Run,  Battle  of  (Dabney's  Mills, 
Hatchie's  Run):  behavior  of  men  in  battle 
deplored,  257;  injury  of  J.  L.  Harris,  noted, 
166n;  John  Graham's  unit  is  there.  284; 
references  to  deaths  of  B.  F.  Holloway. 
231n.  and  John  Pegram,  40n 

Hatteras  Inlet,  amphibious  attack  on.  led  by 
B.  F.  Butler.  106n 

Hawkins,  William  J.:  his  pardon,  issued,  413, 
413n;  mentioned.  375 

Hayes.  Dr..  245 

Haymount,  is  home  of  E.  J.  Hale.  16n 

Haynes  (Hanes).  Thomas,  defeats  Pearson 
( 1865),  386.  386n 

Haywood.  William  H.,  293n 

Haywood  County.  441 

Hebert.  Louis  (Gen.):  mentioned.  96;  sketch 
of.  96n 

Heckman  (Hickman).  Charles  Adams:  men- 
tioned, 130;  sketch  of,  130n 

Hedrick,  Benjamin  Sherwood:  accompanies 
Swain,  394;  his  harassment  by  state  news- 
papers, explained.  305n;  his  letter  to  W.  A. 


Ciraham,  391-393;  is  suggested  for  editor's 
post,  305;  pictured,  391;  sketch  of,  305n 

Helsenbeck,  is  wounded.  69 

Henderson,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham:  is  re- 
quested for  hire  by  J.  Phillips,  291;  leaves 
Chapel  Hill  after  Union  occupation,  307, 
311;  mentioned,  157 

Henderson,  the  town:  its  history,  briefly  re- 
viewed, 13n;  layover  of  troops  there,  men- 
tioned, 13 

Henderson.  Leonard  (Chief  Justice),  has 
county  nametl  in  his  honor.  13n 

Henderson  County:  goes  for  Holden,  441, 
442;  is  named  for  Judge  Henderson,  13n 

Henry,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham.  157 

Henry,  Gustavus  Adolphus:  his  speech  on 
peace  resolutions,  noted.  196-197;  sketch  of, 
196n 

Herald  (New  York):  its  reporter  attends 
Constitutional  Convention  (1865).  389; 
mentioned.  438 

Heth.  Henry  (Gen.):  mentioned,  50.  166; 
sketch  of.  50n 

Hickman  (Heckman),  Charles  Adam.  130 

Hicksford,  186 

High  Shoals  Iron  Works  (Lincoln  County): 
conditions  there,  described.  313;  produces 
nails,  plows,  war  necessities.  138n,  313n 

Hill,  Albert  Potts  (Lt.  Gen.):  gives  his 
explanation  of  "Lost  Order  of  Antietam," 
282-283;  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham,  281- 
283 

Hill.  Benjamin  Harvey:  his  letter  defends 
right  of  provost  marshals  to  use  railroad, 
190;  mentioned.  229n;  sketch  of.  190n 

Hill,  Daniel  Harvey  (Maj.  Gen.):  copy  of  his 
report  to  S.  Cooper.  147-148;  edits  two 
publications,  69n;  his  adjutant  is  A.  Walker, 
199n;  his  letters  to  W.  A.  Graham.  102-104, 
109,  129,  132-134,  144,  145-148.  152-155.  199- 
201,209-211,446-447;  his  situation  discussed, 
68,  129,  147n;  his  success  at  Kinston  ex- 
aggerated. 274;  mentioned.  68n.  99n,  123, 
180n;  mistakes  in  his  letter  noted,  155n; 
petitions  for  Bragg's  removal,  129n;  pic- 
tured. 103;  reference  to  his  N.C.  Military 
Institute.  42n;  sketch  of,  68n-69n;  wants 
congressional  inquiry,  109.  145;  wants  N.C. 
delegation  to  intercede  for  him.  200 

Hill,  Mrs.  Daniel  Harvey  (Isabella  Sophia 
Morrison):  her  brother's  death  noted,  447; 
identified,  447n 

Hill,  Halbert  Green:  preaches  at  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Hillsborough.  277;  sketch  of, 
277n 

Hill.  John  T.,  is  incorrectly  reported  to  be 
dead,  91,  9 In 

Hilliard.  Negro  on  Robert  Graham's  planta- 
tion, 339 

Hillsborough,  9,  31,  55.  61,  64,  84,  151,  158, 
162,   163,  205,  219,  243,  275,  289,  294,  310, 
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314.  318,  345.  357,  361,  380,  393,  410,  444, 
446,  456 

Hillsborough  Military  Academy,  167n 

Hillsborough  Recorder:  announces  candi- 
dacy of  Jones  Watson,  361;  mentioned, 
197n,  438.  466;  publishes  Gilmer's  resolu- 
tions, 241n;  publishes  open  letter  to  Gra- 
ham, 366;  reports  Chapel  Hill  meeting, 
249n;  threat  of  its  suppression,  by  Holden, 
393 

Hinton,  James  W.  (Col.):  commands  troops 
at  Morganton,  156;  mentioned,  41;  sketch 
of,  41n 

Historical  Sketches  of  North  Carolina,  by 
John  Hill  Wheeler,  469n 

Hobson,  James  Marcellus:  is  prisoner,  222; 
sketch  of,222n 

Hobson,  Samuel  Augustus:  his  death  noted, 
224;  identified,  224n 

Hogan,  L.:  identified,  473n;  mentioned,  473 

Hoge,  Miss,  daughter  of  Dr.  Hoge,  1 15 

Hoge,  Moses  Drury  (Dr.):  mentioned,  112; 
reference  to  his  church,  136;  sketch  of,  112n 

Hoge,  Mrs.  Moses  Drury  ("Mrs.  Rev."),  108 

Hogg,  Thomas  D.  (Dr.):  identified,  56n; 
submits  bill  for  troop  supplies,  56 

Hoke,  Robert  Frederick  (Gen.):  action  of  his 
troops  at  Cobb's  Mills,  276,  at  Kinston, 
274,  and  at  Plymouth,  71n,  72,  74,  77n;  his 
encampment  is  first  stop  made  by  Vance 
upon  abandoning  Raleigh,  298n;  is  charged 
with  failure  to  provide  adequately  for 
winter,  189;  joins  Lee,  139;  mentioned,  71, 
75,  78,  124,  141n,  184,  189n;  recommends 
Faison,  141;  sketch  of,  7 In 

Holden,  William  Woods:  account  of  his 
interview  with  J.  M.  Leach,  316;  announces 
suspension  of  North  Carolina  Standard, 
32n,  33-34;  attempts  to  define  disfranchise- 
ment, 443n;  certificate  of  election  is  sent  to 
him,  446;  comment  on  his  hostility  to 
Graham,  317n;  comments  on  him,  by  C.  H. 
Wiley,  383;  has  Maj.  Husted  ordered  from 
library,  416;  heads  group  seeking  to  influ- 
ence Johnson,  306n;  his  actions  condemned, 
392,  393,  394;  his  actions  reviewed  by 
Graham,  374-375;  his  advice  sought,  422; 
his  articles  in  Standard  mentioned,  374;  his 
assistant  editor  is  W.  E.  Pell,  423n;  his 
candidacy  for  governor  supported,  149;  his 
defeat  tliscussed,  160-161;  his  defeat  pre- 
dicted (1864),  46;  his  impeachment,  com- 
ments on,  27n,  33n,  149n,  159n,  421n;  his 
influence  on  convention  members,  noted, 
415;  his  political  affiliations,  reviewed 
briefly,  33n;  his  secretary  is  J.  S.  Cannon, 
193n;  his  version  of  requirements  to  be  met 
by  voters  and  delegates,  published,  343, 
357;  is  criticized  by  C.  H.  Wiley,  383;  is 
distrusted  by  Graham,  412;  is  officially 
notified     of    Graham's     election,     444;     is 


opposed  by  Josiah  Turner,  149n-150n,  394; 
is  pessimistic  about  Graham's  chance  for 
quick  pardon,  362;  is  rival  of  T.  Bragg,  52n; 
is  supported  by  J.  G.  Leach,  150n;  is  target 
in  Graham's  speech  notes,  374-376;  leads 
delegation  to  Washington,  306;  leaves  UNC 
organization  alone,  325;  mentioned,  32,  77, 
321,  366n,  368,  368n,  374n,  394,  396,  446; 
publishes  Graham's  letter,  4l5n;  quoted, 
423-424;  reference  to  gubernatorial  race 
(1865),  151n,  426;  references  to  his  inter- 
ference in  postwar  pardons,  319,  323,  367, 
382,  390,  413n,  443;  S.  F.  Phillips's  discussion 
of  him,  389;  signs  Graham's  certificate  of 
election,  458;  sketch  of,  33n;  speculation  on 
his  standing  with  Vance  (1864),  18;  sup- 
ports peace  movement.  In,  350n;  suspends 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  70n;  wins  in  western 
counties  (1865),  441;  "Worth  legislature  "  is 
opposed  by  him,  444 

"Holden 's  paper."  See  North  Carolina  Stan- 
dard 

Hollins,  George  Nicolas  (Commodore):  refer- 
ence to,  284;  sketch  of,  284n-285n 

Holloway,  Benjamin  F.:  is  killed  at  Hatcher's 
Run,  231;  sketch  of,  231n 

Holloway,  Henry  E.  (a  shoemaker),  his 
exemption  is  requested,  208 

Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  newspapers  there 
edited  by  John  William  Clark  Watson, 
136n 

Holmes,  Theophilus  Hunter  (Gen.):  arrives 
in  Raleigh,  78;  enrolls  reserve  force,  65;  his 
letter  from  W.  A.  Graham,  204;  inquires 
about  student  exemption  from  military 
service,  191,  194;  mentioned,  83;  sketch  of, 
66n-67n 

Holt,  E.M.  (Dr.),70n 

Hood,  John  Bell:  commands  corps,  133;  D.  H. 
Hill  comments  on  his  move  into  Tenn., 
200-201;  leads  Confederates  at  Battle  of 
Franklin,  25 In;  references  to  his  defeat  in 
Tenn.,  200n,  204,  207;  sketch  of,  133n 

Hooker,  Joseph:  his  capacity  for  command 
questioned  by  Darius  Nash  Couch,  308n; 
mentioned,  389n 

Hoover,  O.  W.,  signs  open  letter  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  353 

Horton,  William:  his  lettere  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
116,  132;  sketch  of,  1 16n 

Houston,  G.  A.,  applies  for  overseer's  position, 
245 

Houston,  Sam,  his  defeat  by  L.  T.  Wigfall  for 
Senate,  noted,  102n 

Howard,  Oliver  Otis:  mentioned,  413;  refer- 
ence to  his  order  concerning  freedmen,  467; 
sketch  of,  41 3n 

Howard  University  for  Negroes,  is  founded 
by  O.O.  Howard,  413n 

Hubbard,  Dr.,  is  summoned  to  Hillsborough, 
285-286 
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Hughes.  T.  H.,  is  addressee  of  letter  published 

by  Graham  in  Sentinel,  414 
Humphreys,    Benjamin    Grubb:    is    pardoned 

as  governor-elect  of  Miss.  (1865),  417;  sketch 

of,  417n 
Hunter,  Andrew:    his   letter  from   Robert  E. 

Lee,    on    arming   of  slaves,    240;    his    letter 

quoted,  227n;  sketch  of,  240n 
Hunter,  David:    is    blamed   for   rout  at   First 

Manassas,    154n;    is    near    Petersburg,    154; 

sketch  of,  154n 
Hunter,   Robert    Mercer   Taliaferro:    clarifies 

ruling  on  crop  tythes,  203;  is  a  commissioner 

at    Hampton   Roads,  7n,  224,   227,  228;    is 

elected    president    of    Confederate    Senate 

(1864),  81;  mentioned,  203,  203n,  233,  233n; 

reference    to    his    Richmond    speech    (Feb., 

1865), 230n;  sketch  of,  81n-82n 
Hunton,  Eppa,  sketch  of,  89n 
Hunton's     (Va.)     Brigade,     commanded     by 

Eppa    Hunton,    is    in    Richmond    (1864), 

89 
Huske,  W.  A.,  reference  to  his  letter  to  E.  J. 

Hale,20n 
Husted  (H nested),  H.  W.:   is  ordered  out  of 

library,  416;   is  proposed   as   clerk  of  state 

Senate,  448 
Hyman,    John    D.    (Col.):    edits    Daily    Con- 

seri'ative,  170,  423n;  his  letters  from  W.  A. 

Graham.  148-151.  151-152;  sketch  of,  148n 


niinois  Central  Railroad,  its  chief  engineer  is 

G.  B.  McClellan,  164n 
Iredell  County,  438 
Ironclads,  shell  Butler's  camp,  137 
Ironworks    (in    Lincoln    County).    See    High 

Shoals  Iron  Works 
Isabella,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 


J 


Jackson,  Anna  Morrison  (Mrs.  Thomas  Jona- 
than [Stonewall]  Jackson):  identified, 
108n;  mentioned,  87n.  108,  112,  325 

Jackson,  Stonewall.  See  Jackson,  Thomas 
Jonathan 

Jackson,  Thomas  Jonathan  (Stonewall):  his 
aide  is  J.  G.  Morrison,  80n;  is  reinforced  in 
Valley  of  Shenandoah  by  Whiting,  59n; 
John  C.  Fremont's  abortive  campaign 
against  him,  mentioned,  472n;  mentioned, 
68n,  87,  99n,  180n,  308n;  sketch  of,  87n 

Jackson,  Mrs.  Thomas  Jonathan.  See  Jackson, 
Anna  Morrison 

Jackson  County,  441 

James,  Henderson  William  (Willie):  is 
wounded,  182;  sketch  of,  182n 

James   River:    Butler's   forces   reported   to   be 


near  (May,  1864),  106;  floods,  114;  is  used 
by  Union  troops,  93,  285;  mentioned,  137, 
161,  183,230 

James  River  Canal,  destroyed,  284 

James  River  Squadron,  commanded  by 
French  Forrest,  194n 

Jamesville,  73 

Jarvis,  Thomas  Jordan:  his  support  of  internal 
improvements,  briefly  reviewed,  420n; 
sketch  of,  420n;  supports  Worth,  420 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  trains  W.  C.  Rives  in  law 
and  politics,  23n 

Jefferson  Medical  College  (Philadelphia), 
251 

Jenkins,  Micah  (Gen.):  references  to  his 
injury  and  death,  92,  105,  105n,  112;  sketch 
of,  92n 

Jenkins's  Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  participate 
in  Peninsula  campaign,  92n 

Jim,  Graham  farm  worker,  157,  466 

Jo,  Negro  on  Leeper  plantation,  leaves,  363, 
364, 

Joe.  See  Morrison,  Joseph  Graham 

John,  Negro  on  Graham  farm,  157,  339 

Johnson,  Mr.,  is  host  to  wounded  Robert 
Graham,  304 

Johnson,  Albert:  his  letter  to  William  A. 
Graham,  212-214;  identified,  212n 

Johnson,  Andrew  (Pres.,  "Andy"):  appoints 
H olden  to  be  provisional  governor,  33n; 
comments  on  Test  Oath,  399;  his  attitude 
toward  Graham  noted,  412;  his  controversy 
with  Stanton  reviewed  briefly,  216n;  his 
friendship  with  G.  W.  Jones  noted,  327; 
his  role  in  granting  pardons  discussed, 
414;  his  speeches  termed  vindictive,  312; 
his  veto  of  Freedmen's  Bureau  Bill,  prompts 
Speed's  resignation,  320n;  impressions  of 
Johnson  by  Swain,  318;  is  choice  of  the 
South,  324;  is  influenced  by  Holden's  group, 
306n;  is  officially  notified  of  Graham's 
election  to  Senate,  444,  446;  mentioned, 
309,  324,  346,  348,  368,  368n,  391,  461;  over- 
rides Sherman's  proposals,  302n;  pardons 
W.  J.  Hawkins,  413n,  B.  G.  Humphreys, 
417,  H.  V.  Johnson,  347,  J.  M.  Leach,  316, 
G.  W.  Mordecai,  413n;  pictured,  330;  prom- 
ises to  see  Josiah  Turner,  382;  references  to 
his  impeachment,  106n,  325n,  461  n;  refer- 
ences to  his  reconstruction  plans,  lOln, 
321,  322n,  460n;  refuses  to  see  Vance  com- 
mittee, 311;  telegrams  to  and  from  Holden, 
mentioned,  367,  415n 

Johnson,  Bushrod  Rust  (Maj.  Gen.):  men- 
tioned, 145-146,  285,  285n;  sketch  of,  146n 

Johnson,  David:  gives  opinion  on  South 
Carolina's  loyalty  oath,  403;  sketch  of,  403n 

Johnson,  Herschel  Vespasian,  reference  to  his 
pardon,  347 

Johnson,  Reverdy:  mentioned,  460;  sketch  of, 
460n 
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Johnson.  William  R.,  Jr.,  296 

Johnson's  Island  (Sandusky  Bay),  prison 
there,  mentioned,  69n,  76n,  112n,  I67n, 
179n,270n,445n 

Johnston,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

Johnston,  Albert  Sidney:  his  chief-of-stafF  at 
Shiloh  is  Braxton  Bragg,  129n;  is  in  com- 
mand at  Shiloh,  80n;  mentioned,  253n 

Johnston,  John  C:  identified,  420n;  supports 
Worth,  420 

Johnston,  Joseph  Eggleston  (Gen.):  assists 
Lee  in  repulsing  McClellan's  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  164n;  causes  controversy  between 
J.  Davis  and  Confederate  Senate  (1865), 
209n;  commands  at  First  Manassas,  80n; 
his  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  has  Whiting 
as  chief  engineer,  59n;  his  engagements  in 
Georgia  noted,  95n,  122,  130,  130n-131n, 
137,  137n;  is  respected  by  W.  A.  Graham, 
295-296;  mentioned,  17 In,  209,  211,  302; 
opposes  student  exemption,  203;  references 
to  his  command  in  Carolinas  and  his  sur- 
render to  Sherman,  123n,  141  n,  251n,  256n, 
272,  294,  302-303;  sketch  of,  122n-123n 

Johnston,  Robert  Daniel  (Bob):  mentioned, 
185;  sketch  of,  185n 

Johnston,  William:  consults  on  railroad 
matters,  138;  reports  price  of  cotton  bag- 
ging, 339;  sketch  of,  339n 

Johnston's  and  Lewis's  Brigade  (N.C.  troops. 
Army  of  Northern  Va.),  its  officers  listed, 
260-261 

Johnston's  Brigade  (N.C.  troops.  Army  of 
Northern  Va.),  its  officers  listed,  261-263 

Jones,  Mr.,  is  reported  not  to  have  answered 
Holden's  letter,  390 

Jones,  Alexander  Hamilton:  is  elected  to 
Congress  (1865),  446,  460,  460n;  sketch  of, 
446n 

Jones,  George  Washington:  intercedes  for 
R.  R.  Bridgers,  327;  is  pardoned,  319;  men- 
tioned, 327n;  sketch  of,  319n 

Jones,  Hamilton  C,  is  law  associate  of  Daniel 
Gould  Fowle,  34n 

Jones,  Henry,  384 

Jones,  John  G.:  is  at  Plymouth,  72;  sketch  of, 
72n 

Jones,  Johnston  Blakely  (Dr.),  at  Chapel  Hill, 
138 

Jones,  Pride:  his  service  in  Orange  Guards, 
noted,  91n;  serves  on  committee,  249; 
sketch  of,  249n 

Jones,  William  Edmundson:  his  death 
reported,  92;  sketch  of,  92n 

Jones,  Willie,  supports  Holden,  306n 

Jones,  Zeke,  is  presumed  to  support  Vance, 
150 

Jordan,  W.M..  209 

Joyce,  Alexander  Hamilton:  brief  sketch  of, 
384n;  is  suggested  as  endorser  of  Worth's 
candidacy,  384;  mentioned,  386 


Joyner,    P.    H.:    identified,   386n;    mentioned, 

386 
Julia  Ann,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 
Juno,  Negro  on  Earhaft  plantation,  is  sent  to 

Hillsborough,  359 


K 


Keith,  Col.,  of  S.C.,  is  concerned  about  Vance- 
Holden  election,  161 

Kemper.  James  Lawson:  brief  sketch  of,  70n; 
reference  to  his  brigade,  70 

Kemper's  Brigade,  casualties  reported,  72,  74 

Kenan,  Owen  Rand:  brief  sketch  of,  269n- 
270n;  is  suggested  as  a  character  reference, 
269 

Kenansville,  278 

Kendall,  Amos,  edits  Argus  of  Western 
America,  21 5n 

Kennedy,  with  his  partner  Carlisle,  manages 
Graham  affairs  pertaining  to  railroad  bonds 
in  Kentucky,  344-345,  344n 

Kennett  (Kennedy),  Luther  Martin;  identi- 
fied, 469n;  mentioned,  469 

Kent,  Chancellor  [James]  ,  his  views  on  Con- 
stitution, cited,  437 

Kentucky:  Buckner's  action  in  organizing  its 
military  forces,  briefly  reviewed,  89n; 
invasion  mentioned,  15n,40n,  133n;  partici- 
pation of  Heth  in  campaign  noted,  50n 

Kerner,  R.  B.,  459 

Kerr,  John:  is  presumed  to  support  Vance, 
151;  sketch  of,  15  In 

Kilpatrick,  (Hugh)  Judson:  checked  by  W. 
Hampton,  280;  hopes  to  preserve  univer- 
sity, 308;  sketch  of,  280n 

Kingsbury,  Theodore  Bryant:  his  letter  to 
William  A.  Graham,  104-105;  sketch  of, 
I04n 

Kinkaid,  William  B.  (Judge),  is  law  mentor 
of  John  G.  Carlisle,  344n 

Kinston:  references  to  action  of  troops  there 
and  nearby,  83,  94,  274,  274n,  275,  276.  283 

Kirk-Holden  War:  Pearson's  action  during, 
noted,  159n;  precipitates  suspension  of  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  70n;  reference  to,  150n 

Kirkland,  Alexander:  identified,  473n;  men- 
tioned, 187,473 

Kirkland,  William  Whetlbee  (Gen.):  action  of 
his  brigade  noted,  49;  mentioned,  184,  184n; 
sketch  of,  49n 

Kirkland 's  Brigade,  49 

Kirkpatrick.  Hugh.  386 

Kittreirs,368.420 

Kitty,  Negro  on  Leeper  plantation,  plans  to 
move,  363 

Know-Nothing  party,  is  supported  by  Edward 
Cantwell,  53n,  J.  A.  Gilmer,  45n,  H.  Mar- 
shall. 55n,  and  E.  G.  Reade,  17n 

Knox,  Elizabeth  Heritage  Washington  ("Aunt 
Eliza"):  mentioned,  123,  131,  139,  275,  276, 
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277.  278.  396;  sketch  of.  275n 
Knox.  Elizabeth  Washington  (Bettie):  sketch 

of.  276n;  writes  about  battle  at  Cobb's  Mills. 

276. 278 
Knoxville  expedition,  command  of  Longstreet 

and   participation   of  W.   E.   Jones,  noted, 

92n 
Kii  Klux  Klan.  3ln,  91n,  1 16n,  202n 


Lamb.  John  C:  identified.  122n;  is  mortally 
wounded.  122 

Land  We  Love,  The,  edited  by  D.  H.  Hill, 
69n 

Lander,  William:  his  influence  used  to  elect 
Walkup,  449;  sketch  of.  449n 

Lane.  Julia  (Mrs.  William  A.  Graham,  Jr., 
Miss  Lane),  13n,  250.  See  also  Graham,  Mrs. 
William  Augustus.  Jr. 

Lane.  William  D.:  is  presumed  to  support 
Vance,  150;  mentioned,  269,  352;  sketch  of, 
151n 

Lash,  Israel  George:  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, 4-6;  is  suggested  as  endorser  of  Worth's 
candidacy,  384;  sketch  of,  4n 

Laura,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  1 57 

Laws,  Mr.,  reference  to  his  letter  from  W.  W. 
Holden  about  Graham's  pardon.  4 12 

Laws.  Cyrus:  is  sent  to  Tarboro.  69;  sketch  of. 
69n 

Laws.  Robert.  69n 

Lawton,  Alexander  Robert:  as  quartermaster, 
wants  Confederacy  to  be  responsible  for 
clothing  N.C.  troops,  57;  sketch  of,  57n 

Lay,  George  W.:  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
313-314;  identified,  313n 

Lay,  Henrietta  C.  (Mrs.  George  W.):  her  let- 
ter to  W.  A.  Graham.  358-359;  identified, 
21  In;  invites  W.  A.  Graham  to  dine,  211; 
mentioned,  257 

Leach,  James  Madison:  accompanies  Graham 
to  Richmond,  211;  advocates  calling  Va. 
legislature,  296;  his  letters  to  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, 315-317,  328;  identified,  296n;  is  pre- 
sumed to  support  Holden,  149;  is  suggested 
for  governor,  368;  sketch  of,  150n;  supports 
Graham's  position,  316 

Leach,  James  Thomas:  his  letter  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  3-4;  identified,  296n;  is  presumed 
to  support  Holden.  149;  opposes  Duncan 
McRae,  3n.  52n;  sketch  of.  3n 

Leachburg,  3 

Leah,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  156 

Lee,  Robert  Edward:  announces  Wade  Hamp- 
ton's victory,  280;  anticipation  of  battle 
(Lee-Grant  forces)  excites  Richmond,  89; 
commends  "Local  Defense  Brigade,"  154n; 
favors  military  service  for  slaves.  139,  203, 
226-227,  227 n,  240,  253;  his  battle  losses 
estimated,    105n;    his    battles    on    Rapidan 


mentioned,  112;  his  defense  of  Richmond 
mentioned,  12 In;  his  differences  with  Long- 
street  noted.  92n;  his  Maryland  campaign 
mentioned.  40 n;  is  protected  by  forces  of 
W.  E.  Jones,  92n;  is  respected  by  D.  H.  Hill, 
103,  and  W.  A.  Graham,  1 18;  leads  his  army 
at  Petersburg,  233;  meets  with  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, 140;  inentioned,  14,  18n,  50n,  91, 
183,  256;  praises  P.  R.  Cleburne,  210n.  G.  B. 
McClellan.  164n.  L.  A.  Stafford.  92n.  J. 
Wheeler.  276n;  quoted.  107n;  references  to 
his  appointment  as  genera  1-in- chief.  102n, 
187.  211.  21  In;  references  to  his  surrender. 
113n,  303n,  310,  429.  See  also  Lee's  Army 

Lee,  William  Henry  Fitzhugh:  his  cavalry 
blamed  for  Early's  defeat,  183;  mentioned, 
179n;  sketch  of,  183n 

Leeper  (Leper)  Plantation,  of  W.  A.  Graham, 
2n,  257n,  362,  363.  See  also  Plantation  af- 
fairs (Graham  plantations) 

Lee's  Army  (Army  of  Northern  Virginia): 
comment  on  Grant's  effort  to  contain  it 
around  Richmond  (Feb.,  1865),  233;  danger 
of  suffering  by  the  army  expressed  by  W.  A. 
Graham,  294;  ciefends  Richmond,  207;  need 
for  supplies  emphasized,  217;  reference  to 
its  battle  action,  105,  118.  122.  124.  130, 
289;  reference  to  its  morale.  81;  troops  from 
N.C.  serve  in  army.  161.  See  also  Lee, 
Robert  Edward;  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 

Lee's  Mill  Road.  75 

Legislative  Library,  is  used  by  Graham.  162 

Leigh,  Benjamin  Watkins:  protests  Virginia's 
"duel"  oath,  404;  sketch  of,  404n 

Leisure  Hour,  edited  by  Theodore  B.  Kings- 
bury, 104n 

Letcher,  John:  is  in  Carrol  Prison,  320;  sketch 
of.  320n 

Leventhorpe  (Leaventhorpe).  Collett  (Col.): 
resigns.  141;  sketch  of.  141n 

Lewis,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  is  hired  to 
Altman,  157 

Lewis,  Augustus  Marion:  is  presumed  to  sup- 
port Vance,  150;  is  state  paymaster,  151n; 
sells  farm  to  D.  L.  Swain,  62;  sketch  of, 
151n 

Lewis,  Charles  Hance:  appeals  to  president  on 
behalf  of  Josiah  Turner,  415;  sketch  of, 
415n 

Lewis,  William  Gaston:  mentioned,  108; 
sketch  of,  108n 

Lexington,  315,  328 

Life  of  Vance,  by  Clement  Dowd,  57n 

Limberleck,  Negro  on  Leeper  Plantation, 
moves  family,  363 

Lincoln,  Abraham:  comment  by  Graham  on 
effect  of  his  death,  310;  exchanges  letter 
with  A.  H.  Stephens,  65n;  his  amnesty  proc- 
lamation, mentioned,  438;  his  appointment 
and  support  of  E.  Stanton  noted,  216n;  his 
appointment  of  S.  P.  Chase  as  chief  justice 
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noted,  325n;  his  attorney  general  is  J.  Speed, 
320n;  his  election  generates  enthusiasm  to 
secede,  151n;  his  position  on  negotiating 
with  states  separately,  cited,  254,  375;  his 
suspension  of  writ  of  habeas  corpus  upheld, 
460n;  his  views  compared  with  Stanton's, 
216;  is  cool  toward  H.  S.  Foote's  peace  pro- 
posal, 217n;  is  supported  by  J.  R.  Doolittle, 
460n,  J.  W.  Nye,  322n,  R.  C.  Schenck,  321n, 
Carl  Schurz,  47 In;  mentioned,  46,  106n; 
opinions  of  him  expressed  in  Northern 
newspapers,  164;  opposes  McClellan  in  elec- 
tion, 174;  orders  withdrawal  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  (1862),  164n;  reference  to  his 
City  Point  meeting  with  Sherman,  302n; 
references  to  his  assassination  and  subse- 
quent events,  154n,  314,  318-319,  323,  381n; 
references  to  his  participation  in  Hampton 
Roads  Conference,  7n,  228,  229,  232,  233, 
236-237,  375;  sanctions  peace  effort  of  J.  W. 
Singleton,  226n;  speculation  on  his  re- 
election, 167.  171 

Lincoln  County:  is  market  for  corn,  360;  is 
stopover  for  Graham,  19;  reference  to  Cot- 
tage Home  there,  204;  reference  to  Stone- 
man's  raid  there,  312 

Literary  Board,  450 

Little,  George:  his  letters  to  William  A.  Gra- 
ham, 63,  169-170;  pleads  for  Graham's 
public  support  of  Vance,  63;  sketch  of,  63n; 
writes  about  Russell-Whiting  affair,  128 

Little  Rock,  reference  to  its  capture  by  Fed- 
eral forces,  1 14n 

Livestock,  of  W.  A.  Graham,  listed  for  taxes, 
157,  158.  See  also  Plantation  affairs  (Gra- 
ham plantations) 

Lizetta,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  1 57 

Lizzy,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  156 

"Local  Defense  Brigade,"  is  organized  in 
Richmond  by  Arnold  Elzey,  154n 

Locust  Hill,  Bedford  Brown's  plantation 
there,  mentioned,  31  On 

Logan,  George  Washington:  advocates  calling 
Va.  legislature,  296;  is  presumed  to  support 
Holden,  149;  mentioned,  116,  296n;  sketch 
of,  116n 

Lomax,  Lunsford  Lindsay,  his  cavalry  blamed 
for  Early's  defeat,  183;  sketch  of,  183n 

Longstreet,  James:  commands  department, 
133-134;  his  headquarters  listed  as  A.  P. 
Hill's  address,  283;  his  Knoxville  campaign 
mentioned,  92n,  94n;  his  military  actions, 
analyzed  briefly,  92n;  reference  to  his  in- 
jury, 92,  1 12;  sketch  of,  92n 

Lookout  Mountain,  battle  there  mentioned, 
413n 

"Lost  Order  of  Antietam"  (S.O.  191),  explana- 
tion of  its  significance,  282-283,  282n 

Louisa,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

Louisiana:  its  Ninth  Infantry  is  commanded 
by   L.   A.   Stafford,   92n;   its   public   monies 


seized,  255 
Louisiana  Battalion,  42 
Louisville  Courier,  edited  by  Simon  B.  Buck- 

ner,  89n 
Lucy,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 
Luke,  Grattiott   (Col.):  is  reported  absent  on 

leave,  281;   mentioned,  76.    167,    167n,   182; 

sketch  of,  76n;  urges  appointment  of  Har- 

rill,251 
Lydia,  ex-slave  on  Graham  farm,  459 
Lynch,   Lemuel,  signs   open    letter   to  W.   A. 

Graham,  353 
Lynchburg:    Confederates   wait   for  Sheridan 

there,   281;    Hunter's    troops    arrive    there, 

154n;  mentioned,  124,  207 
Lynchburg  District   (Va.),  has   no  candidate 

for   Congress   in    1865   who   can    take  Test 

Oath,  427 
Lyons,  James:  mentioned,  137-138;  sketch  of, 

138n 
Lyons,     William      Henry:     mentioned,     137; 

sketch  of,  137n 


Mc 


McAden,  Rufus  Yancey:  his  letter  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  343-344;  sketch  of,  343n 

McCleese,  Charles:  identified,  420n;  supports 
Worth  (1865),  420 

McClellan,  George  Brinton:  captures  John 
Pegram,  40n;  is  supported  by  army,  thinks 
R.  Graham,  164;  makes  use  of  "Lost  Order 
of  Antietam,"  282-283;  one  of  his  staff  is 
G.  Stoneman,  312n;  reference  to  his  battle 
near  Richmond,  399-400;  references  to  his 
candidacy  for  president,  167,  174,  308n, 
460n 

McCowan's  (McCown's)  Mill,  465 

McCoys,  the,  their  plantation  near  Rural 
Hill, 21 

McCrady  (McCready),  Edward:  references  to 
his  test  case  against  S.C.'s  oath  of  loyalty 
(Ed.  M'Cready  v.  B.  F.  Hunt),  403,  403n, 
404,  409 

McCullers,E.S.,209 

McDowell,  William  Hugh:  his  aide-de-camp 
at  Manassas  is  J.  S.  Wadsworth,  93n;  his 
death,  noted,  113;  Hunter  commands  Mc- 
Dowell's Second  Division  at  First  Manas- 
sas, 154n;  sketch  of,  113n 

McFarland,  William  H.:  identified,  257n; 
is  host  to  W.  A.  Graham,  257 

McLean  ("Cousin  Gus"),  comments  on  planta- 
tion rents,  359 

McLean  (Maclean),  John  D.  (Dr.):  comments 
on  ex-slaves,  329;  is  instructed  by  W.  A. 
Graham,  257;  mentioned,  329n,  410;  sketch 
of,  257n-258n 

Maclean,  William  (Dr.),257n 

McMaster,  Fitz  William:  commands  South 
Carolina  brigade,  164;  sketch  of,  164n-165n 
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McPheeters,  J.  G.,  advises  W.  A.  Graham 
about  investing  in  Missouri  real  estate, 
364-365 

McPheeters,  Wm.  M.  (Dr.),  resident  of  St. 
Louis,  365 

McRae,  Duncan  K.:  his  letter  to  William  A. 
Graham,  48;  his  libel  suit  explained,  48, 
51-52;  is  defeated  for  Confederate  Congress, 
3n,  52n;  sketch  of.  48n-49n 

McRae.  William  (Col.,  Brig.  Gen.);  men- 
tioned, 49,  50;  sketch  of,  50 

McRae's  Brigade,  its  action  in  Petersburg^ 
campaign  (Weldon  Rail  Road),  166 


M 


Machpelah  Church:  mentioned,  79;  pastored 
by  R.  H.  Morrison,  68n 

Maclin,  William  Y.:  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, 186-187;  identified,  186n 

Macon,  Nathaniel:  compared  with  D.  S.  Reid, 
293n;  mendoned,  324n 

Macon  County,  441 

Madison,  James,  cited  as  authority,  432-434 

Madison  County,  442 

Madison  Courthouse,  march  there,  described, 
38 

Magruder,  John  B.,  his  chief  engineer  is  I.  M. 
St.  John,  268n 

Mahone,  William:  is  unaware  of  enemy  posi- 
tion, 166;  sketch  of,  166n-167n 

Mallett,  William  Peter;  advocates  continua- 
tion of  war  effort,  249;  sketch  of,  249n 

Mallett's  Battalion,  83 

Malvern  Hill,  Battle  of:  references  to  partici- 
pation of  Ransom,  70n,  and  Whiting,  59n 

Manassas,  Battles  (First  and  Second)  of.  327, 
413n.  See  also  First  Manassas,  Battle  of; 
Second  Manassas,  Battle  of 

Manly,  Basil:  father  of  Matthias  Manly.  53n, 
293n 

Manly.  Charles:  his  postwar  circumstances 
described.  309;  mentioned,  53n,  293,  309n; 
serves  in  convention.  367;  sketch  of,  293n 

Manly,  Matthias:  is  suggested  as  endorser  of 
Worth's  candidacy,  384;  mentioned,  362, 
362n;  recommends  E.  Cantwell  to  judgeship 
in  military  courts,  53-54;  sketch  of,  53n-54n 

Marat,  Jean  Paul,  238 

Margaret,  slave  of  W.  A.  Grahairj,  157 

Maria  (Mariah),  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157, 
363 

Marshall,  Humphrey:  his  letter  to  William  A. 
Graham,  54-55;  sketch  of,  54n-55n 

Mai^hall,  John:  cited  as  authority,  326;  com- 
pared toT.  Ruffin,  327n 

Martha  (Martha  Mason),  Negro  on  Leeper 
plantation,  363,  364 

Martin,  Col.  [James  Green?],  reports  Worth 
strong  in  Fayetteville,  425 


Martin,  James  Green:  goes  to  garrison  Ply- 
mouth, 78;  his  losses  mentioned,  121;  sketch 
of,  78n 

Martin's  Brigade,  joins  Lee,  139 

Mary,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

Maryland,  abolishes  slavery,  248 

Mason,  John  Y.,  312n 

Mason,  W.  S.,  supports  Holden,  306n 

Massachusetts  Eighth,  lifts  blockade  of  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  106n 

Masten,  Matthias,  his  letter  to  William  A. 
Graham.  4-6;  identified.  4n 

Maximilian:  references  to  his  presence  in 
Mexico.  235.  235n 

Meade.  George  Gordon:  claims  victory  in 
battle,  122;  is  not  promptly  attacked  by 
Longstreet,  92n;  sketch  of,  122n 

Meadow  Bridge,  is  site  of  Gordon's  fatal  in- 
jury, 107n, 179n 

Mebane,  Giles:  comments  on  agricultural  con- 
ditions in  Alamance  and  Orange  counties 
(1864).  84;  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham.  305- 
306;  sketch  of.  84n 

Mebaneville,  90 

Mechanicsville,  skirmish  there,  reported,  139 

Mecklenburg  (County),  314,  438 

Meherrin  River,  44 

Meherrin  River  Bridge,  burned  by  Yankees 
(1864),  114 

Melton,  Maj.,  153 

Melville,  9 

Memminger  (Meminger),  Christopher  Gus- 
tavus:  his  funding  system  (1864),  discussed, 
10;  is  Confederate  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
86;  sketch  of,  86n 

Memoir  on  Slavery,  by  William  Harper,  403n 

Memorial  to  W.  A.  Graham:  officers  of  N.C. 
troops  serving  with  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, ap{3eal  to  Graham  to  boost  morale  of 
soldiers,  258-268 

Mercer,  Hugh  Weedon  (Col.):  commands  Ga. 
troops  at  Plymouth,  72,  75;  is  promoted, 
155;  sketch  of,  155n 

Merchants  and  Farmers  National  Bank,  is 
headed  by  Clement  Dowd,  56n.  See  also 
Money,  finance,  banking,  bonds 

Merrirnac  (I'lrgitiia):  its  alteration  super- 
vised by  French  Forrest,  194n;  its  captain 
isJ.T.  Wood,273n 

Merrimon,  Augustus  Summerfield:  errs  in 
reporting  Senate  members,  442n;  expresses 
views  on  congressional  military  act  (Con- 
federate), 28-29;  his  letters  to  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, 27-31,  441-442;  identified,  386n;  is  de- 
feated by  L.  L.  Stewart,  386;  pictured,  27; 
questions  excessive  power  of  Confederate 
president,  29-30;  sketch  of,  27n 

Michael,  slave  of  W.  A.Graham,  157 

Mickle,  Andrew:  instigates  meeting  in  Chapel 
Hill,  248;  sketch  of,  248n 
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Militia  (Confederate),  composed  of  Richmond 
businessmen,  1 15 

Miller,  James  R.:  is  sent  to  Tarboro,  69; 
sketch  of,  69n 

Miller,  [James  R.?] ,  165 

Miller,  William  John  Twitty:  sketch  of,  452n; 
wins  1865  election,  452 

Millers  Battery,  part  of  artillery  under 
Branch  at  Plymouth,  72 

MiUigan.J.  F..  142 

Milly,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

Milton,  John,  his  "Invocation  to  Light," 
quoted,  237 

Milton  Chronicle,  threatened  with  suppres- 
sion by  Holden.  375,  395 

Mima,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

Minie  ("Minnie")  balls,  76,  96,  108,  178,  184 

Missionary  Ridge,  Tennessee:  Breckinridge 
commands  there  under  D.  H.  Hill,  210n; 
mentioned.  201,  413n;  reference  to  Sheri- 
dan's actions  there,  181n 

Mississippi:  its  governor-elect  pardoned,  417; 
its  public  moneys  seized,  255;  Twenty-first 
Regiment,  mentioned,  417n 

Mississippi  and  Eastern  Louisiana,  Depart- 
ment of,  commanded  by  John  Clifford 
Pemberton,  146n 

Missouri:  Graham's  inquiry  about  land  in- 
vestments there,  answered,  364;  its  mode  of 
selecting  representatives  (1842),  cited,  408; 
organizes  state  government  and  abolishes 
slavery,  248 

Missouri  River,  estates  along  its  banks,  for 
sale,  364 

Mitchell,  James  T.:  his  letter  to  William  A. 
Graham,  94-95;  sketch  of,  94n 

Mobile,  Alabama,  341,  347 

Money,  finance,  banking,  bonds:  Bank  of  the 
Cape  Fear,  146n,  384;  Bank  of  North  Caro- 
lina, 15,  62,  67n,  239n,  327,  346,  425;  bank- 
ing situation  (1865),  discussed  by  K.  P. 
Battle,  461-463;  bonds  of  Sinking  Fund  and 
Literary  Fund,  to  be  inventoried  and 
burned,  271;  bonds,  value  of,  discussed,  99; 
coin,  sent  out  through  blockade,  86;  Con- 
federate currency  and  money,  discussed, 
62-63,  192,  287;  Confederate  debts,  their 
repudiation  opposed  by  B.  F.  Moore,  34n; 
Confederate  financial  troubles,  briefly  dis- 
cussed, 87n;  cost  of  horse,  suggested,  61; 
cost  of  material,  discussed,  11;  cost  of  shoes, 
mentioned,  230,  246,  257;  currency  contrac- 
tion, urged  by  Schenck,  322n;  currency  in- 
stability, discussed,  88,  115-116;  gold,  its 
value  mentioned,  167,  215;  land  investment 
in  Missouri,  discussed,  364;  money,  note 
plates,  notes,  taken  by  Union  army,  245 
negotiability  of  bonds,  questioned,  199 
N.C.  sixes  (bonds),  their  value,  noted,  365 
personal  finances,  discussed   by  John  Gra 


ham,  44;  prices  of  commodities  for  army, 
discussed,  41;  public  moneys  of  Miss.,  seized, 
255;  specie  certificates,  issued,  135;  tax 
situation  in  Ashe  County,  noted,  132 

Monroe  Doctrine,  endangered,  235 

Montague,  Robert  Latane:  mentioned,  137; 
sketch  of,  137n 

Montana,  Territory  of,  has  good  investment 
opportunities,  365 

Monterosa,  estate  of  William  Smith  in  Fau- 
quier County,  Va.,  137n 

Montgomery,  Green  W.:  identified,  69n;  is 
sent  to  Tarboro,  69 

Montrose,  allusion  to  its  reconstruction,  2 

Moore,  Bartholomew  Figures:  his  explanation 
of  amnesty  oath,  requested,  314;  his  letter 
to  D.  L.  Swain  quoted,  295n;  his  letters  to 
W.  A.  Graham,  82,  118-120,  325-327;  is  con- 
cerned about  suspension  of  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  118n;  mentioned,  lOOn;  opposes 
presidential  plans  for  reconstruction,  305n- 
306n;  opposes  Standard's  suspension,  32n, 
33-34;  pictured,  119;  prepares  Omnibus  for 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1865,  390; 
reference  to  his  conversation  about  Gra- 
ham, 424;  replaces  Mordecai  in  State  Bank, 
425;  revises  N.C.  Slave  Code,  53n 

Mordecai,  George:  his  depression,  noted,  327, 
327n;  his  pardon  granted,  413,  413n;  his 
presidency  of  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad 
noted,  67n;  is  replaced  by  B.  F.  Moore  in 
State  Bank,  425;  is  victim  of  Holden 's 
prejudice,  thinks  Graham,  375;  sketch  of, 
67n 

Morehead,  James:  forces  R.  J.  Powell  to  pro- 
duce Josiah  Turner's  papers,  382;  sketch  of, 
382n 

Morehead,  John  Motley:  enlists  Graham's  aid 
in  securing  release  of  J.  M.  Hobson,  222; 
his  ideas  for  dealing  with  financial  situa- 
tion, termed  impractical,  241;  his  letter  to 
W.  A.  Graham,  222-224;  mentioned,  293, 
293n;  pictured,  223;  sketch  of.  222n;  sug- 
gested issuance  of  bonds,  24  In 

Morgan,  John  Hunt  (Gen.):  mentioned,  15; 
sketch  of,  15n 

Morganton,  troops  sent  there  in  anticipation 
of  raid,  156 

Morris,  Jim,  is  presumed  to  support  Vance, 
150 

Morris  Island,  222 

Morrison,  Alfred  James  (Rev.):  identified, 
357n;  is  summoned  to  defend  a  flogging. 
357 

Morrison,  Eugenia  (Mrs.  Rufus  Barringer). 
99n,  180n 

Morrison,  Isabella  Sophia,  marries  D.  H.  Hill. 
68n 

Morrison,  Joseph  Graham:  is  courier  for  D.  H. 
Hill,  109;  is  injured.  111;   is  summoned  to 
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defend  a  flogging,  357;  mentioned,  88,  108, 
115,  123,  129,  140,  357n;  sends  correspon- 
dence to  Hill,  133;  sketch  of,  79n-80n 

Morrison,  Mary  Graham  (Mrs.  Robert  Hall 
Morrison,  "Sister  Mary"):  mentioned,  67n, 
99n,  180n;  references  to  her  illness  and 
death,  67-68,  88,  90;  sketch  of,  79n 

Morrison,  Robert  (Rob),  summoned  to  de- 
fend a  flogging,  357 

Morrison,  Robert  Hall  (Dr.  M.,  "Uncle  Mor- 
rison"): expresses  concern  about  quartering 
soldiers  and  wintering  horses  in  western 
N.C.  (Piedmont),  189-191;  his  letters  to 
W.  A.  Graham,  67-68,  79-80,  189-191;  his 
Lincoln  County  home,  identified,  2n;  men- 
tioned, 79n,  88,  90,  99n.  180,  357,  357n; 
pictured,  67;  sketch  of,  67n 

Morrison,  Mrs.  Robert  Hall.  See  Morrison, 
Mary  Graham 

Morrison,  William  Wilberforce:  his  death 
noted.  446.  446n;  mentioned,  79,  80.  280; 
sketch  of,  79n 

Mose.  Negro  on  Earhart  plantation,  is  trou- 
blesome, 359 

Mozart  Hall,  faction  of  Tammany  led  by 
Fernando  Wood,  238n 

Mulford.  John  Elmer:  identified,  223n;  is 
Yankee  agent  of  prisoner  exchange,  223 

Murchison,  John  R.  (Lt.  Col.):  identified, 
72n;  mentioned,  72 

Murdock.  signs  open  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
353 

Murfreesboro:  battle  there,  noted,  40n;  men- 
tioned. 439 

Murrill.  A.  J.,  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
125;  identified,  125n 

Murphey,  Archibald  DeBow,  is  law  mentor  of 
John  Motley  Morehead,  222n,  and  of  Jona- 
than Worth,  34n 

Murphy's  Station,  40 

Mutiny,  N.C.  soldiers  condemned  to  death  for 
mutiny,  21 1 

My  Life  and  Experiences  among  Our  Hostile 
Indians,  by  O.  O.  Howard,  413n 


N 


Nancy,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 
Napoleon,  Louis:  is  lauded  as  statesman,  238; 

places     Maximilian     on     Mexican     throne, 

235n 
Nash.  Miss.  396 

Nash,  Fred,  dies  from  wounds.  187,  312 
Nashville.    Kentucky:    division    there,   led    by 

Darius    Nash    Couch,    308n;    J.    B.    Hood's 

participation    in    campaign     there,    noted, 

133n.  See  also  Kentucky 
Nashville  Convention,  is  attended  by  Hunter, 

81n 
National  Express  Co..  456 


National  Intelligencer,  is  edited  by  Gales  and 
Sea  ton, 16n 

National  party.  See  Greenback  party 

National  Union  Convention  of  1866,  8n 

Nautical  Almanac,  305n 

Navy  (Confederate):  problems  relating  to 
equalizing  officers,  193-194;  reference  to 
Naval  Bill.  230 

Neal,  James  Henry:  identified,  276n;  is  killed 
at  Cobb's  Mills,  276 

Negro  Law  of  South  Carolina,  The,  by  John 
BeltonO'Neall,403n 

Negroes:  Cavalry  unit  (Second),  attacks  at 
Suffolk,  43;  First  South  Carolina  Regiment, 
154n;  Forty-Sixth  Ohio  Regiment,  300n, 
339n;  free  Negroes,  reference  to,  59;  Negroes 
leave  plantations.  187;  Negroes  observe 
Fourth  of  July,  324;  rights  of  Negroes  dis- 
cussed, 417n;  Sherman's  army  has  demoral- 
izing effect  on  blacks,  287;  use  of  Negro 
troops,  discussed,  82n,  203.  228.  231,  253, 
277,  340.  See  also  Plantation  affairs  (Gra- 
ham plantation);  Slaves, ex-slaves,  slavery 

Neil,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

New  Bern  (Berne):  congregation  of  slaves 
there,  noted,  311;  imprisonment  of  J.  C. 
Washington  there,  noted.  311-312;  New 
Bern  District,  elects  Clark,  415;  references 
to  war  activities  in  and  around,  58n,  71n, 
80,81,  112,  149n 

New  Hampshire,  its  mode  of  selecting  repre- 
sentatives in  1842,  cited,  408 

Newlin,  90 

New  Market,  Battle  of,  won  by  V.M.L  cadets, 
113n 

New  Orleans,  plans  for  its  defense,  briefly 
discussed.  284n-285n 

New  York:  cotton  bagging.  N.Y.  price,  quoted, 
339;  marketing  cotton  there,  suggested, 
360;  mentioned,  340,  369;  references  to 
Swain's  trip  there  on  university  business. 
318,362,394,395 

Neiv  York  Herald,  164,  167,428 

New  York  News,  426 

New  York  Post,  388 

New  York  Times,  its  editorial  on  Test  Oath, 
quoted,  427-428 

New  York  Tribune,  publishes  Cabell  letter 
urging  emigrants  to  settle  in  the  South.  369 

New  York  World,  its  editorship  is  declined 
by  E.J.  Hale.  17n 

Nicholson.  David  B.  (Rev.):  identified,  386n; 
mentioned,  386 

Norfleet.Mr..  130 

Norfleet's  boarding  house.  138 

Norfolk.  41 

Norfolk  and  Western  Railroad,  167n 

Norfolk-Petersburg  Railroad,  its  president  is 
William  Mahone,  166n 

Northampton  County,  is  influenced  by  Hold- 


Index 


501 


en  in  its  election  of  convention  delegates, 
375. 393 

"North  Briton,  The,"  by  John  Wilkes,  is 
cited  by  Graham,  407,  407 n 

North  Carolina:  contributions  of  state  to  war, 
discussed  by  Graham,  127-128,  161-162;  its 
bonds  and  treasury  notes,  to  be  burned 
(Mar.,  1865),  271-272;  its  finances,  appro- 
priations, income  (Feb.,  1865),  reviewed, 
242;  its  position  on  peace,  reviewed,  242 

North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate,  is  edited 
by  William  Edward  Pell,423n 

N.C.  Commissioners  to  Richmond,  conclude 
state  should  make  separate  peace  negotia- 
tions, 240 

North  Carolina  Home  Insurance  Company, 
its  president  is  Seaton  Gales,  445n 

North  Carolina  Literary  Board,  is  asked  to 
burn  bonds  after  inventory  (March,  1865), 
271 

North  Carolina  Medical  Society,  is  headed  by 
Joseph  Graham,  7n,  and  E.  F.  Strudwick, 
60n 

North  Carolina  Methodist  Conference,  99n 

North  Carolina  Military  Institute,  42n,  68n 

North  Carolina  Railroad:  mentioned,  180, 
339;  references  to  persons  affiliated  with, 
include  S.  B.  Alexander,  185n,  D.  F.  Cald- 

,  well,  384n,  P.  Cameron,  327n,  J.  W.  Gra- 
ham, 39n,  and  J.  M.  Morehead,  222n.  See 
also  Railroads 

North  Carolina  regiments,  special  brigades, 
companies.  See  Clingman's  Brigade;  Eigh- 
teenth N.C.  Reg.  (Lane's  Brigade);  Eighth 
N.C.  Reg.;  Eleventh  N.C.  Reg.  (Company 
G);  Fifteenth  N.C.  Reg.;  Fifth  N.C.  Reg.; 
Fifty-ninth  N.C.  Reg.;  Fifty-second  N.C. 
Reg.;  Fifty-sixth  N.C.  Reg.;  First  N.C.  Cav- 
alry; First  N.C.  Reg.;  Forty-eighth  N.C. 
Reg.;  Forty-first  N.C.  Reg.;  Forty-fourth 
N.C.  Reg.;  Forty-ninth  N.C.  Reg.;  Forty- 
second  N.C.  Reg.;  Forty-seventh  N.C.  Reg.; 
Forty-sixth  N.C.  Reg.;  Forty-third  N.C.  Reg.; 
Fourteenth  N.C.  Reg.;  Fourth  N.C.  Cav- 
alry; Fourth  N.C.  Reg.;  Johnston's  Brigade; 
Johnston's  and  Lewis's  Brigade;  Kemper's 
Brigade;  Kirkland's  Brigade;  Martin's  Bri- 
gade; Pettigrew's  Brigade;  Ransom's  Bri- 
gade; Tenth  N.C.  Reg.;  Thirteenth  N.C. 
Reg.;  Thirtieth  N.C.  Reg.;  Thirty-eighth 
N.C.  Reg.;  Thirty-fifth  N.C.  Reg.;  Thirty- 
first  N.C.  Reg.;  Thirty-fourth  N.C.  Reg.; 
Thirty-second  N.C.  Reg.;  Thirty -seventh 
N.C.  Reg.;  Thirty-sixth  N.C.  Reg.;  Thirty- 
third  N.C.  Reg.;  Twelfth  N.C.  Reg.;  Twen- 
tieth N.C.  Reg.;  Twenty-eighth  N.C.  Reg.; 
Twenty-fifth  N.C.  Reg.;  Twenty-first  N.C. 
Reg.;  Twenty-fourth  N.C.  Reg.;  Twenty- 
second  N.C.  Reg.;  Twenty-seventh  N.C. 
Reg.  (Orange  Guards);  Twenty-sixth  N.C. 
Reg.;  Twenty-third  N.C.  Reg. 


North  Carolina  Slave  Code,  53n.  See  also 
Negroes;  Slaves,  ex-slaves,  slavery 

North  Carolina  Standard  (Standard):  attacks 
Hedrick,  305n;  carries  Holden's  version  of 
voting  and  office-holding  requirements, 
357;  its  influence  on  voters,  noted,  393,  450; 
its  interpretation  of  Graham  telegram,  ex- 
plained, 423n;  its  operation,  continued 
after  Union  occupation,  308;  its  operation, 
suspended,  32,  32n,  33;  its  viewpoint  on 
Test  Oath,  413;  its  viewpoint  on  Thirteenth 
Amendment  cited,  328;  loses  bid  to  be  state 
printer  (1865),  455;  mentioned,  18,  126n, 
347,  366,  444;  prints  peace  resolutions,  3n; 
publishes  "Davidson"  articles,  305n;  pub- 
lishes "Delphi  Papers,"  345n;  publishes 
Reade's  speech,  25,  25n 

North  Carolina  State  Bank.  See  Money,  fi- 
nance, banking,  bonds 

Northern  Pacific  and  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
road, 28  In 

Northrup,  Lucius  Bellinger,  is  superceded 
by  Isaac  M.  St.  John,  268n 

Norwood,  Peter,  187 

Norwood,  William,  187 

Nye,  James  Warren:  promotes  theory  of 
Lincoln  assassination  plot,  322;  sketch  of, 
322n 


O 


Oaks,  The,  is  site  of  Orange  County  school,  54 

Ohio:  raids  into,  led  by  John  Hunt  Morgan, 
I5n;  returns  Giddings  to  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 408 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroad,  its  president 
is  G.  B.  McClellan,  164n.  See  also  Railroads 

Ohio  State  Penitentiary,  John  Hunt  Morgan's 
imprisonment  there,  noted,  15n 

Old  South  Quay,  42 

Olustee,  Battle  of:  Confederate  forces  there, 
commanded  by  Joseph  Finegan,  166n 

Omnibus,  prepared  for  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  1865,  390 

O'Neall,  John  Belton:  considers  South  Caro- 
lina's loyalty  oath  to  be  unconstitutional, 
403;  sketch  of,  403n 

Orange  County:  its  candidates  for  legislature, 
mentioned,  397;  its  voters  want  Graham, 
390 

"Orange  County  Neighbors,"  in  open  letter 
urge  Graham  to  state  his  opinions  on  issues, 
352-353 

Orange  Courthouse,  Va.,60 

Orange  District,  elects  Graham  to  state  Sen- 
ate (1865),  444 

Orange  Guards:  members  mentioned  include 
B.  F.  Holloway,  231  n.  Pride  Jones,  91n, 
J.  Webb,  91n,  and  Thomas  Whitted,  91n. 
See  also  North  Carolina  regiments,  special 
brigades,  companies 
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Orphan  Endowment  Fund  (N.C.),  100 

Orr,  Augustus  Junius:  brief  sketch  of,  447n; 
mentioned,  447 

Orr,  James  Harvey,  447n 

Orr,  Mrs.  James  Harvey  (Mary  Ann  Gra- 
ham), 447n 

Orr,  James  Lawrence  (Col.):  mentioned,  101, 
1 17,  134;  reference  to  his  reply  to  L.  T.  Wig- 
fall.  103-104;  sketch  of,  lOln 

Osborne,  Ad lai.  9 

Ostend  Manifesto,  D.  K.  McRae's  part  in 
effecting  it,  discussed,  48n 

Oxford,  349,  420 

Oxford  Public  Ledger,  excerpt  from  article 
on  A.  W.  Graham,  quoted,  186n 


Page,  Anderson,  209 

Page.J.R.  (Capt.),209 

Page,  John  W.  (M.D.),  209 

Page.  W.  D.  (Lt.  Col.),  209 

Palermo,  Rowan  County,  187,  448 

Palmer,  Mr.,  is  host  to  James  Graham,  274 

Palmerston,  Henry  John,  is  lauded  as  states- 
man, 238 

Palmyra,  plantation  of  Samuel  F.  Patterson, 
239n 

Pamunkey  River,  Lee  and  Grant  confront 
each  other  on  Richmond  side  of  it,  137 

Park,  J.  M.,  hires  Graham  slave,  157 

Parks,  David  D.:  brings  supplies  from  Hills- 
boro,  184;  identified,  184n;  signs  open  letter 
to  Graham,  353 

Parrotts  (Parrott  guns),  69 

Parsons,  Lewis  Eliphalet,  appointed  gover- 
nor, 435 

Pasquotank  River,  41 

Passport  (Confederate):  issued  to  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham. 131;  permit  for  slave  to  join  master  in 
Confederate  army.  219 

Paterson,  Major  [Samuel  F.  Patterson?] .  is 
suggested  as  candidate  for  Congress.  397 

Patterson,  David  Trotter  (Judge):  brief  sketch 
of,  469n;  mentioned,  469 

Patterson,  James  N.:  his  opposition  to  Cap- 
tain Berry,  noted,  35;  his  son,  injured,  138; 
identified.  35n 

Patterson,  Rufus  L.,  4n 

Patterson,  Samuel  F.  (Gen.):  reference  to  his 
correspondence  with  W.  A.  Graham,  239; 
sketch  of,  239n 

Paul.  David  D.:  identified.  91n;  wounded,  91 

Payne,  Joseph  H.:  his  letter  to  William  A. 
Graham,  83;  identified.  83n 

Peace  movement:  candidates  of  peace  faction 
for  state  Senate  are  John  Pool,  202n,  and 
Josiah  Turner,  149n;  Graham's  views  on, 
expressed,  17n.  201-202,  296;  peace  conven- 
tion, need  for,  discussed,  47.  244;  peace  fac- 
tion  of  Democrats,   led    by    F.   Wood  and 


C.  L.  Vallandigham,  238n;  peace  movement 
(1864),  discussed,  22-23;  promoted  by  "Sons 
of  Liberty,"  226n;  peace  negotiations  (in- 
formal), conducted  by  J.  W.  Singleton. 
226n;  Pool's  resolutions  (1864),  cited  and 
discussed,  195n-196n;  proposals  of  Foote, 
217n;  "Resolution  for  Peace,"  (1865),  270; 
reunion  is  basis  for  negotiation  at  Hampton 
Roads,  252;  terms  of  peace  negotiated  by 
Johnston  and  Sherman,  reviewed.  302-303. 
See  also  Hampton  Roads  Peace  Conference. 

Pearsall.  Joseph,  complains  of  price  paid  for 
farm  produce,  278-279 

Pearsall,  W.  D.:  appeals  to  William  A.  Gra- 
ham to  intercede  for  equitable  prices  for 
produce,  268-269;  reference  to  his  letter.  278 

Pearson.  Richmond  Mumford  (Judge):  loses 
to  T.  Haynes,  386.  386n;  mentioned.  99. 
159.  179n.  192;  sketch  of,  159n;  students  in 
his  law  school  include  D.  G.  Fowle,  34n, 
J.  Kerr,  151n,  J.  T.  Morehead,  382n 

Pegram,  John  C:  his  regiment's  action  in 
Franklin  campaign,  40-41,  and  Plymouth. 
72;  references  to  his  injury  and  death,  92, 
92n.  112,  231;  sketch  of,  40n 

Pell,  William  Edward:  disclaims  authorship 
of  letter,  423;  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
447;  is  elected  state  printer,  448,  455;  men- 
tioned, 411,  417;  publishes  Graham's  letter 
on  Test  Oath,  397-411;  sketch  of.  423n 

Pemberton,  John  Clifford  (Lt.  Gen.):  is  pro- 
posed for  Charleston  command,  134;  men- 
tioned, 146;  sketch  of.  146n 

Peninsular    campaign:    participants    include 

D.  N.  Cash,  308n.  O.  O.  Howard,  413n, 
M.  Jenkins.  92n.  G.  E.  Pickett.  40n.  H.  W. 
Wessells.77n 

Pennsylvania  campaign  (1863).  94 

Perkins.  John.  Jr.  (Judge):  mentioned.  231; 
sketch  of.  23  ln-232n 

Perkins.  Mrs.  John,  Jr.,  231 

Perrin,  Abner  M.:  is  wounded.  112;  sketch  of. 
112n 

Perry.  Benjamin  Franklin  (Gov.):  appoint- 
ment noted.  435;  his  conduct  of  postwar 
S.C.  affairs  contrasted  with  Holden's  con- 
duct of  N.C.'s,  424.  425;  his  letter,  men- 
tioned, 391,  395;  sketch  of,  391n-392n 

Perry ville,  reference  to  Sheridan's  action  there. 
181n 

Person.  Samuel  J.  (Judge,  Sam):  brief  sketch 
of,  138n;  heads  Orange  County  faction,  243; 
his  son's  injury  mentioned,  138;  is  sent  to 
interview  Davis,  240n;  mentioned,  150,  240, 
249, 250 

Person  County,  is  presumed  to  support  Vance, 
156 

Personal  Memoirs,  by  Philip  Henry  Sheridan, 
181n 

Petersburg,  campaign  around  and  assaults  on 
city:  attack  (1864)  reported  by  D.  H.  Hill, 
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102;  city,  mentioned.  124,  152,  178,  183,  184. 
188,  199,  219,  245.  250.  270.  280.  289,  304, 
310,  369;  comments  on  shell  damage  to  city 
(1864),  153,  176;  its  precarious  situation, 
noted,  187;  references  to  its  defense,  7 In, 
72n,  93,  102,  122n,  153n,  162,  165,  166n, 
170-171,  185n,  251;  references  to  men  in 
battle  there,  include  J.  M.  Clark,  165n,  J.  B. 
Coggins,  165n,  A.  Gracie,  170n,  J.  T.  Hill, 
91n,  J.  Morrison,  80n,  G.  E.  Pickett,  40n. 
A.  H.  Colquitt,  153n,  W.  S.  Walker,  185n. 
See  also  Petersburg  Road,  Petersburg  Sc 
Weldon  Railroad 

Petersburg  Road:  Beauregard's  army  at  half- 
way house  (May.  1864),  136;  used  to  trans- 
port troops  (June,  1864),  140 

Petersburg  &  Weldon  Railroad:  guarded  by 
Barringer's  Brigade,  180n;  is  cut  below 
Petersburg,  106;  train  trip,  described,  13 

Petersburg  Index,  quoted  by  Raleigh  Daily 
Sentinel,  457n 

Petti  grew 's  Brigade,  its  quartermaster  is 
George  P.  Collins,  91n 

Philadelphia:  lawyers  there,  petition  for 
Judge  Campbell's  release,  348;  mentioned, 
344 

Phillips,  Charles  (Rev.),  31n,  64,  290n 

Phillips,  James:  expresses  pessimism  about 
war,  291;  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham,  290- 
291;  mentioned,  31n,  84;  pictured,  290; 
seeks  to  hire  Graham  servant,  291;  sketch 
of,  290 n 

Phillips,  Samuel  Field:  appeals  to  state  offi- 
cials for  help  in  solving  race  problems,  367; 
attends  Chapel  Hill  meeting,  248;  com- 
ments on  Jones  Watson,  361;  compares 
Vance  and  H olden,  35;  discusses  Hampton 
Roads  meeting,  236-237;  he  and  Swain  head 
one  faction,  243;  his  advice  is  sought,  422; 
his  letters  to  W.  A.  Graham,  31-36,  236-241, 
360-362,  385-390,  470-475;  his  position  on 
Worth  is  not  clear  (1865).  421;  his  views  on 
honoring  private  contracts,  questioned,  349; 
is  reported  to  favor  separate  peace  move, 
244;  is  suggested  as  Speaker,  448;  is  suggest- 
ed as  state  convention  delegate,  309;  men- 
tioned, 39n,  192n,  249n,  250,  290n,  309n, 
324n,  396,  442;  pictured,  32;  reports  strong 
Worth  support  in  Fayetteville,  425;  settles 
Witherspoon  estate,  192;  sketch  of,  31  n; 
speaks  at  1865  Fourth  of  July  celebration, 
324;  speaks  in  Pittsboro,425 

Pickett,  George  E.  (Gen.):  mentioned,  40; 
sketch  of,  40n 

Piedmont,  death  of  W.  E.  Jones  there,  noted, 
92n 

Pierpont,  Francis  Harrison:  his  opinion  on 
Test  Oath,  differs  from  Graham's,  398-399, 
401;  mentioned,  415;  sketch  of,  398n-399n 

Pinckneys  (of  South  Carolina),  402 

Pine  Mountain,  is  site  of  Leonidas  Polk's 
death,  134n 


Pitt  County,  Swain's  property  there,  men- 
tioned, 66-67 

Pittsboro,425 

Plantation  affairs  (Graham  plantations):  ap- 
plication of  G.  A.  Houston  for  overseer's 
post,  245;  Cole  tract,  mentioned,  136;  corn 
marketed  in  Lincoln  County,  360;  cotton 
bagging,  cost  of,  339;  cotton  yield,  estimated, 
360;  farm  affairs  (1864)  directed  by  W.  A. 
Graham,  123;  farm  commodities,  discussed, 
100-102,  204,  360;  farm  equipment,  listed 
for  taxes,  158;  farm  report  of  S.  M.  Reel, 
175-176;  food  shortage  on  plantation,  de- 
plored, 204;  furniture,  listed  for  taxes,  158; 
livestock,  listed  for  taxes,  157,  158;  Mecklen- 
burg tract,  supervised  by  R.  Graham,  314; 
postwar  problems,  described,  213-214,  309, 
313,  329,  341,  358,  362-364,  461,  465-466; 
produce  prices,  discussed,  268,  278-279,  328- 
329;  Ray  tract,  138,  156;  restoration  of  prop- 
erty, 47,  47n;  slaves,  listed  for  taxes  (1864), 
156-157.  See  also  Anderson;  Earhart;  Estes 
Place;  Negroes;  Reel;  Slaves,  ex-slaves, 
slavery 

Pleasants,  M.  T.:  his  action  in  Turner  pardon, 
noted,  382;  identification,  382n 

Plymouth,  Battle  of:  action  of  John  and 
Robert  Graham  there,  commended,  115; 
described,  68-77,  69n-70n;  map  of  its  de- 
fenses pictured,  73;  references  to  victory 
there,  72n,  79;  spring  campaign  (1864), 
mentioned,  162 

Point  Lookout,  Maryland,  prison  there,  men- 
tioned, 69n,  91  n,  182n 

Poisson,  Frederick:  commends  Graham's  let- 
ter on  Test  Oath,  418;  his  letter  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  418;  identified,  418n;  is  intended 
recipient  of  Graham  telegram,  423n 

Poisson,  Willam  M.:  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, 416418;  identified,  4 16n 

Political  parties,  factions.  See  American  party; 
Constitutional  Union  party;  Democratic 
party;  Greenback  (National)  party;  Repub- 
lican party;  Unionist,  Union  Democrat, 
Union  Whig;  Whig  party 

Polk,  James  K.,  134n 

Polk,  Leonidas  L.:  attends  Convention  of 
1865,  383n;  commands  department,  134;  is 
suggested  as  endorser  of  Worth  candidacy, 
383;  references  to  his  action  at  Chicka- 
mauga,  147,  147n;  sketch  of,  I34n 

Polk's  Corps,  155 

Pool,  Burroughs:  identified,  69n;  is  hospi- 
talized at  Plymouth,  69-70 

Pool,  John:  defeat  of  his  resolutions  urged  by 
Conservative,  202;  his  resolutions  of  Nov., 
1864,  cited,  195n-196n;  and  tabled,  204;  is 
N.C.  commissioner  sent  to  interview  Davis, 
240n;  is  peace  candidate,  202n;  is  reported- 
ly Holden's  choice,  368;  mentioned,  240, 
388,  442n,  460,  470;  sketch  of,  202n 
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Pool,  Solomon:  his  election  to  presidency  of 
Trinity  College,  noted,  442;  sketch  of,  442n- 
443n 

Poplar  Mount,  is  home  of  W.  N.  Edwards, 
324n 

Port  Royal:  reference  to  troops  landed  there 
by  Grant  (1864),  118,  124 

Post  commissary,  of  Duplin  and  Sampson 
counties,  raises  price  on  commodities 
bought  by  government,  269 

Powell  (Powel),  R.  J.  (Dr.):  comment  on  his 
interference  in  pardons,  413n;  his  courtesy 
to  Swain  noted,  395;  his  prejudice,  charged 
by  Graham,  455;  identified,  382n;  men- 
tioned, 382,  448;  thwarts  Graham's  pardon, 
413n;  tries  to  stop  action  on  Josiah  Turner's 
petition,  382;  supports  Holden,  306n,  392, 
413 

Presbyterian  Church:  Hillsborough  service, 
mentioned,  277;  office  equipment  burned, 
287;  synod  meets  in  Fayetteville  (1865),  425 

Presidential  Reconstruction.  See  Reconstruc- 
tion 

Preston,  Mrs.,  of  Abingdon,  Va.,  her  home 
there,  destroyed,  278 

Princeton,  405 

Prisons,  prisoners:  capture  of  Union  soldiers 
at  Bermuda  Hundreds,  mentioned,  140-141; 
prisoner  exchange  made,  246;  prisoners 
taken  by  Lee  (March,  1865),  289;  prisons 
named,  see  Andersonville,  Carrol,  Fort 
Delaware,  Fort  Pulaski,  Johnson's  Island, 
Morris  Island,  Ohio  State,  Point  Lookout 

Proclamations,  postwar,  comment  on  their 
impact  and  legality,  315 

Progress:  has  Holden's  approval  of  its  view- 
point, 413;  is  still  published  after  Union 
occupation,  mentioned,  345 

Pugh,  obtains  pardon,  382 

Puryear,  Richard  Clanselle:  his  letter  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  100-102;  sketch  of,  lOOn 
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Radcliffe,  James  Dillard:  his  effort  to  take 
Plymouth,  noted,  71;  sketch  of,  71n 

Railroads,  communication:  condition  after 
war,  described,  292,  309;  damage  disrupts 
now  of  supplies,  133,  232,  248;  damage  to 
lines  in  Tenn.  and  Ohio,  inflicted  by  J.  H. 
Morgan,  113n;  McAden's  work  for  N.C. 
railroads,  mentioned,  343;  mail  delivery, 
curtailed,  140,  141,  155,  248;  railroad  bonds 
in  Kentucky,  managed  for  Graham,  344- 
345;  railroad  building  in  Kentucky,  men- 
tioned, 113n;  specific  lines,  see  Atlanta- 
North  Georgia,  Atlantic,  Augusta  and  Sa- 
vannah, Greensboro  and  Cheraw,  Norfolk 
and  Western,  Norfolk-Petersburg,  North 
Carolina    Railroad,    Northern    Pacific   and 


Canadian  Pacific,  Ohio  and  Mississippi, 
Raleigh  and  Gaston,  Seaboard  and  Roanoke, 
Weldon-Petersburg,  Wilmington  and  Wel- 
don;  traveling  (1864),  discussed,  15;  work- 
ing of  signal  corps,  explained,  141n,  142 

Raleigh:  comment  on  Sherman's  entrance 
into  city,  315;  cotton  market  there,  crowd- 
ed, 340;  Graham  plans  to  visit,  206;  men- 
tioned, 1,  11,  31,  36,  51,  63,  97,  116,  124,  125, 
129,  132,  148,  192,  212,  241,  245,  271,  298, 
325,  349,  367,  383,  390,  419,  423,  445,  447, 
454,  461;  reference  to  convention  there 
(1865),  394 

Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad:  is  headed  by 
G.  W.  Mordecai,  67n;  mentioned,  346;  presi- 
dency of  S.  F.  Patterson  noted,  239n 

Raleigh  Era,  is  edited  by  Lewis  Hanes,  305n 

Raleigh  National  Bank,  presidency  of  W.  H. 
Battle,  noted,  249n 

Raleigh  Record.  See  Daily  Record  (Raleigh) 

Raleigh  Register:  is  edited  by  Joseph  Gales, 
16n;  is  edited  by  Weston  and  Seaton  Gales, 
445n;  is  organ  of  Whig  party,  445n;  men- 
tioned, 41 4n 

"Raleigh  Rifles,"  35n 

Raleigh  Sentinel.  See  Sentinel  (Raleigh) 

Ramsay  (Ramsey),  James  Graham:  advocates 
calling  Va.  legislature,  296;  discusses  pos- 
sibility of  Richmond's  capture,  187-188; 
his  letters  to  W.  A.  Graham,  187-188,  393- 
394,  448-450;  his  pardon,  briefly  discussed, 
362,  367;  mentioned,  149,  296n,  362n,  415n, 
438,  439n;  proposes  changing  meeting  place 
of  Confederate  Congress  (1864),  187-188 

Ramsey.  See  Ramsay 

Randolph,  John,  his  speech  cited  as  argument 
against  suspension  of  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
120 

Rankin,  Jesse  (Rev.),  his  academy,  mentioned, 
305n 

Ransom,  Matt  Whi taker  (Gen.):  is  absent 
from  brigade,  141;  is  wounded,  112;  men- 
tioned, 70,  72,  99,  141n,  289;  praises  John 
and  Robert  Graham,  115;  sketch  of,  70n. 
See  also  Ransom's  Brigade 

Ransom,  Robert,  Jr.:  identified,  99n,  137n; 
is  offered  promotion,  134,  137;  is  succeeded 
by  his  brother,  70n 

Ransom's  Brigade:  described  as  disabled,  140; 
its  commissary  man  is  J.  W.  Broadnax, 
179n;  mentioned,  108;  officers  sign  memor- 
ial to  Graham,  260-261;  opposes  Buder,  139. 
See  also  Ransom,  Matt  Whitaker  (Gen.) 

Rapidan  River:  Grant  and  Lee  battle  along 
its  banks,  112;  is  crossed  by  Yankees,  89; 
mentioned,  38 

Rappahannock  River,  command  there,  given 
toG.  E.  Pickett,  40n 

"Ration  Act, "  its  repeal  recommended,  141 

Rawle,  [William],  437 
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Rawls'Mill,71 

Ray,  George  A.,  deserts,  285 

Ray,  John  B.,  70n 

Raymond,  Henry  J.,  is  addressee  of  open  let- 
ter by  A.  H.  H.  Stuart,  427 

Rayner,  Kenneth:  discusses  possibility  of  get- 
ting reparation  for  slaves,  350;  his  letters  to 
W.  A.  Graham,  349-351,  455;  sketch  of, 
349n-350n 

Ray's  Springs,  is  spa  visited  by  Grahams,  162 

Ray  tract,  of  W.  A.  Graham,  156.  See  also 
Plantation  affairs  (Graham  plantations) 

Read.  See  Reade 

Reade  (Read,  Reed),  Edwin  Godwin:  accepts 
Senate  appointment,  19;  allusion  to  his 
speech,  19-20;  declines  consideration  for 
Lincoln's  cabinet,  17n;  his  election  predict- 
ed, 368;  his  ideas  on  peace,  proposed,  20; 
his  influence  on  Whigs,  cited,  58;  his  letter 
from  R.  O.  Badger,  422;  his  letters  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  22-24,  421-422;  his  paper  com- 
mended by  Holden,  424;  his  speech  printed 
in  North  Carolina  Standard,  25n;  is  cited 
as  conservative  leader,  47;  is  in  group  con- 
sulting with  A.  Johnson,  306;  is  reportedly 
Holden 's  choice,  368;  is  speaker  of  conven- 
tion, 386;  mentioned,  45,  107.  136,  149, 
306n,  368n;  offends  E.  J.  Hale,  25;  possi- 
bility of  his  candidacy  for  governor,  noted, 
34;  reference  to  his  arrest,  413;  seeks  Gra- 
ham's advice,  421-422;  sketch  of,  17n;  sup- 
ports Gilmer,  20 

Readjuster  Movement,  led  by  William  Ma- 
hone,  167n 

Real  estate,  price  of  farmland,  62-63.  See  also 
Plantation  affairs 

Reconstruction:  is  topic  on  the  agenda  of 
Northern  commissioners  at  Hampton 
Roads,  236;  presidential  reconstruction 
plans,  8n,  33n,  65n,  172n,  305n-306n;  radi- 
cal reconstruction,  3n,  8n,  45n,  106n,  190n 

Recorder.  See  Hillsborough  Recorder 

Redding,  William  W.:  identified,  69n;  is 
sent  to  Tarboro,  69 

Red  River  campaign,  collaboration  of  Fred- 
erick Steele  and  N.  P.  Banks,  1 14n 

Reed.  See  Reade 

Reel,  Spaight  M.  (overseer):  comments  on 
costs  of  operating  plantation,  359-360;  his 
letter  to  W.  A.  Graham,  175-176;  identified, 
175n,  277n;  receives  order  for  military  de- 
tail, 204;  reports  on  ex-slaves,  329;  reports 
robbery  on  plantation,  277 

Reid,  David  Settle:  mentioned,  293;  sketch  of, 
293n 

Rencher,  John  Grant:  brief  sketch  of,  107n; 
is  hospitalized,  123;  mentioned,  107 

Reparation,  for  slaves,  discussed,  350 

Republican  party:  persons  affiliated  with  at 
some    point,    include    R.    Barringer,    99n, 


N.  Boyden,  58n,  J.  E.  Brown,  65n,  W.  J. 
Clarke,  72n,  B.  Hedrick,  305n,  W.  W. 
Holden,  33n,  G.  W.  Logan,  116n,  W. 
Mahone,  167n,  B.  F.  Moore,  33n,  R.  M. 
Pearson,  159n,  S.  F.  Phillips,  31n,  J.  G. 
Ramsay,  150n,  E.  G.  Reade,  17n,  W.  W. 
Richardson,  34n,  A.  Rives,  218n,  W.  B. 
Rodman,  53n,  R.  C.  Schenck,  321n-322n, 
C.  Schurz,  47 In,  T.  Settle,  385n,  C.  Sumner, 
325n;  Radical  Republicans  have  support  of 
John  Pool,  202n,  J.  Speed,  38 In,  and  E.  M. 
Stanton,  216n 

Rhett,Mr.,472 

Rhoda,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

Rich  Mountain  campaign,  40n 

Richard,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

Richardson,  W.  R.:  is  Holden's  appointee  for 
Wake  County  treasurer,  34n;  opposes  sus- 
pension of  North  Carolina  Standard,  33-34; 
sketch  of,  34n;  supports  Holden,  306n 

Richmond:  is  defended  by  Wise,  122n;  its 
fall  predicted,  294;  its  position  mentioned, 
114;  its  value  to  Confederacy  noted,  102; 
mentioned,  7-456  passim;  needs  mechanics, 
214;  reference  to  Confederate  Congress 
meeting  held  there  (1864),  61;  war  opera- 
tions around  city  (May,  1864),  noted,  128 

Richmond  Enquirer,  its  influence  noted,  225 

Richmond  Hill,  99n 

Richmond  Whig,  publishes  Stuart  letter  on 
Test  Oath,  426 

Ridgeway,  location  there  of  Poplar  Mount, 
noted,  324n 

Riley,  Green  W.:  identified,  182n;  is  needed 
at  Petersburg,  182 

Riley,  James:  brief  sketch  of,  I65n;  is  in- 
jured, 165 

Riley,  Simpson,  is  fatally  wounded  at  Ply- 
mouth, 69-70, 70n 

Rives,  Alexander:  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
217-219;  sketch  of,  217n 

Rives,  William  Cabell:  reference  to  his  speech 
on  habeas  corpus,  159;  seeks  to  determine 
position  of  N.  C.  on  peace  movement,  23; 
sketch  of,23n-24n 

Roan,  Felix  (Dr.):  identified,  130n;  men- 
tioned, 130 

Roane,  Spencer  (Judge):  his  legal  philosophy 
briefly  discussed,  404n;  rules  against  Vir- 
ginia's "duel  oath,"  404;  sketch  of,  404n 

Roanoke,  bridge  there,  gives  way,  1 1 1 

Roanoke  Island:  is  defended  by  Wise,  122n; 
its  loss  blamed  on  Benjamin,  132n;  mention 
of  forces  there, 7 1  n 

Robertson,  Miss,  250 

Robertson,  Beverly  Holcombe:  his  command 
of  N.C.  cavalry,  criticized,  94;  sketch  of, 
94n-95n 

Robertson,  Windham:  is  host  to  William  A. 
Graham,  257;  sketch  of,  257n 
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Robinson,  William,  is  associate  editor  of 
State  Journal,  151n;  is  presumed  to  sup- 
port Vance,  150 

Rockbridge  Artillery,  41  n 

Rodman,  William  Blount,  Sr.  (Col.):  men- 
tioned, 53,  82;  sketch  of,  53n 

Rome,  Georgia:  is  taken  by  Yankees,  122-123, 
131n 

Rosser,  Thomas  Lafayette:  his  defeat  near 
Harrisonburg,  reported,  280;  sketch  of, 
280n-281n 

Roulhac,  Joseph  Blount:  reports  viewpoint 
in  the  North  (Jan.,  1865),  225-226;  sketch 
of,  225n 

Roulhac,  Thomas  (Tom)  Ruffin:  mentioned, 
167,  179,  182;  sketch  of,  167n 

Roxboro,  135,421 

Ruffin,  Edmund,  contrasted  with  Thomas 
Ruffin,  327n 

Ruffin,  Thomas  (Judge):  his  presence  in 
Raleigh,  urged,  364;  his  view  on  reparation 
for  slaves,  350;  references  to  his  petition 
for  pardon,  327,  362,  391,  394,  412n;  sketch 
of,  327  n 

Rural  Hill  Plantation,  home  of  A.  B.  David- 
son,21, 21n 

Rush,  Zebedee:  identified,  384n;  is  suggested 
as  endorser  of  Worth,  384 

Russ,  John  H.  P.:  identified,  387n;  men- 
tioned, 306n, 387 

Russell,  Daniel  Lindsay:  his  letter  from  Gra- 
ham, 128;  mentioned,  415n;  seeks  Graham's 
help  to  clarify  son's  position,  95-97;  sketch 
of,  95n;  supports  Worth,  415 

Russell,  Daniel  Lindsay,  Jr.:  his  problems 
with  W.  H.  H.  Whiting,  discussed,  95-97, 
1 10- 1 1 1 ,  128;  sketch  of,  95n-96n 

Russell,  [John] ,  cited  by  Graham,  436 

Rutherford  County,  its  1865  elections  influ- 
enced by  unfair  use  of  Test  Oath,  451 

Rutherford  ton,  26 

Rutledge,  Henry  Middleton:  action  at  Ply- 
mouth noted,  72;  identified,  72n;  is  in 
charge  of  brigade,  167 

Rutledges  (of  South  Carolina),  402 


Sabot  Hill,  home  of  J.  A.  Seddon,  8n 

St.  John,  Isaac  Munroe:  his  letter  from  J. 
Chesnutt,  278;  his  letter  from  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, 268;  sketch  of,  268n 

St.  Paul's  Church  (Richmond),  reference  to 
John  Pegram's  funeral  there,  231 

Salem,  4,  120 

Salisbury:  mentioned,  439;  vote  there,  soli- 
cited by  Walkup,  449 

Salisbury  district,  is  represented  by  James 
Graham  Ramsay,  415 

Sally,  Graham  slave  hired  to  J.  M.  Wolfe,  157 


Sam,  ex-slave  on  Robert  D.  Graham's  place, 
329 

Sam,  Negro  on  Earhart  plantation,  359 

Sanders  (George  N.)  pamphlet,  its  publication 
provokes  libel  suit  of  McRae  against  Holden 
and  Leach,  5 1-52 

Sandy  Cross,  42 

Sandy  Point,  Post  K  there,  attacked  by  Union 
forces,  142 

Sarah,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

Sargent  [Aaron  A.?] ,  410 

Satterthwaite,  Fenner  Bryan,  149n 

Saunders,  Major,  escorts  Graham  to  General 
Johnston,  302 

Savannah,  Sherman's  forces  reported  to  be 
there  (Dec,  1864),  207 

Saylor's  Creek,  reference  to  Rufus  Barringer's 
capture  there,  179n 

Scales,  A.  M.,  his  officers  listed  as  signers  of 
memorial  to  William  A.  Graham,  263-265 

Scales,  James  Turner:  in  Second  N.C.  Regi- 
ment, 223;  sketch  of,  223n 

Scales  Brigade  (N.C.  troops.  Army  of  North- 
ern Va.),  its  officers  listed,  263-265 

Schenck,  Robert  Cummings  (Gen.):  his  Co- 
lumbus speech  reported,  321;  recommends 
substantial  standing  army,  324 

Schofield,  John  McAllister  (Gen.):  declares 
legislature  will  not  be  authorized,  305;  is 
reported  to  be  in  Cape  Fear  area,  256; 
mentioned,  250,  318;  reports  Johnson's 
refusal  to  meet  with  Vance's  committee, 
311;  sketch  of,  250n-251n;  will  not  permit 
Vance  to  resimie  governor's  post,  310 

Schurz,  Carl:  mentioned,  471;  sketch  of,  471n 

Scot,  Dr.,  sale  of  his  possessions,  mentioned,  6 

Scott,  Winfield,87n,92n 

Scott-Graham  ticket  of  1852,  is  supported  by 
D.  A.  Barnes,  98n,  and  M.  W.  Ransom, 
70n 

Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Railroad,  40 

Secession  Convention  of  1861,  6n 

Secession  ordinance,  its  repeal  drafted  by 
B.  F.  Moore,  34n 

Second  Bull  Run,  a  division  in  battle  led  by 
Darius  Nash  Couch,  308n.  See  also  First 
Manassas,  Battle  of,  and  Second  Manassas, 
Battle  of 

Second  Manassas,  Battle  of:  references  to  par- 
ticipation of  M.  Jenkins,  92n,  R.  F.  Hoke, 
71n,  J.  B.  Hood,  133n,  A.  R.  Lawton,  57n, 
B.  H.  Robertson,  94n.  See  also  First  Manas- 
sas, Battle  of 

Second  N.C.  Regiment:  includes  B.  W.  Cobb, 
138n,  J.  M.  Hobson,  222n,  J.  T.  Scales,  223n 

Seddon,  James  Alexander:  copy  of  his  letter 
to  Graham  sent  to  Hill,  103;  his  aid  sought 
by  Hill,  145;  his  appointment  as  secretary 
of  war  (1862),  noted,  8n;  his  dismissal  ru- 
mored,   212;    his    knowledge    of    treasury 
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deficit,  questioned,  215;  his  letter  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  135;  his  view  of  the  Russell-Whit- 
ing affair,  110,  128;  mentioned,  14,  15,  89, 
90,  96,  145,  200,  224;  promises  to  accept 
resignation  of  Joseph  Graham,  8;  receives 
appeal  for  exemption  of  shoemaker,  208; 
references  to  his  resignation,  212n,  226,  233; 
sketch  of,  8n 

Semmes,  Thomas  Jenkins:  mentioned,  199; 
sketch  of,  199n 

Sentinel  (Raleigh):  mentioned,  393,  397n, 
418;  publishes  exchange  of  open  letters, 
352n;  publishes  Graham's  views  on  Test 
Oath,  413,  414,  414n,  and  controversial  tele- 
gram, 423n;  quotes  Petersburg  Index,  457n; 
references  to  editorship  of  Seaton  Gales, 
445n,  T.  B.  Kingsbury,  104n,  W.  E.  Pell, 
423n,  and  J.  Turner,  149n 

Settle,  Thomas:  his  action  in  Constitutional 
Convention  (1865)  noted,  386;  loses  to 
Vance,  In;  opposes  assumption  of  war  debt, 
385,  388;  sketch  of,  385n 

Seven  Days'  Battles:  participants  include 
D.  H.  Hill,  69n,  R.  F.  Hoke,  71n,  A.  R. 
Lawton,57n 

Seven  Pines,  Battle  of:  participants  include 
D.  M.  Carter,  45n,  D.  H.  Hill,  69n,  M.  Jen- 
kins, 92n,  R.  D.  Johnston,  185n,  M.  W. 
Ransom,  70n 

Seventeenth  N.C.  Regiment:  its  officers  in- 
clude J.  C.  Lamb,  122n,  and  F.  W.  Mc- 
Master,  164n 

Seventh  N.C.  Regiment,  with  Army  of  North- 
ern Va.:  its  officers  sign  memorial  to  Gra- 
ham, 265 

Seventh  Mass.  Regiment,  308n 

Seventh  Va.  Cavalry,  its  colonel  is  W.  E.  Jones, 
92n 

Seward,  William  Henry:  does  not  acknowl- 
edge Graham's  letter,  352;  his  attitude 
toward  Graham  noted,  412;  is  cool  toward 
H.  S.  Foote's  peace  proposal,  217n;  is  lauded 
as  a  statesman,  239;  is  reported  to  oppose 
Campbell's  release,  348;  is  supported  by 
Schurz,  47 In;  meets  with  peace  commission 
(Feb.,  1865),  7n,  228;  mentioned,  352,  394, 
472;  might  use  suspension  of  habeas  corpus 
against  South,  says  Graham,  127;  misreads 
Lincoln's  intention  about  Fort  Sumter, 
348n;  reference  to  his  interview  with  Ste- 
phens, 232;  reference  to  his  letter  to  Gra- 
ham, 473;  urges  consideration  of  Gilmer  for 
cabinet  post,  45n 

Seymour,  Horatio,  is  supported  by  James  R. 
Doolittle,461n 

Shallowford,  100 

Sharkey,  William  Lewis  (Gov.,  Judge):  ap- 
pointed governor,  435;  attends  1865  Con- 
gress, 461;  sketch  of,  461n 

Sharpsburg,  Battle  of,  7 In 


Shaw,  Lemuel,  compared  to  Thomas  Ruffin, 
327n 

Shenandoah,  Army  of  the  (Union),  command- 
ed by  Sheridan,  181n 

Shenandoah  Valley:  campaigns  of  Jackson 
there,  are  studies  by  militarists,  87n;  par- 
ticipants include  A.  R.  Lawton,  57n, 
J.  Pegram,  40n,  and  B.  H.  Robertson,  94n; 
victory  of  J.  A.  Early's  forces  over  D.  Hun- 
ter's, noted,  153n 

Shepard,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 

Shepherd,  Jessie  George:  agrees  to  repeal 
resolution  which  provided  for  clothing 
troops,  143,  144;  sketch  of,  143n 

Sheridan,  Philip  Henry:  captures  Jubal  Early, 
271;  defeats  Early,  154n;  his  forces  approach 
Richmond,  284;  his  retreat  from  Lynchburg, 
reported,  281;  his  troops  on  James  River, 
272-273;  is  ordered  to  neutralize  Valley, 
154n;  sketch  of,  181n 

Sherman,  John:  his  Columbus  speech  appears 
in  Cincinnati  paper,  321;  his  political 
philosophy  briefly  discussed,  322n;  sketch 
of,  322n 

Sherman,  William  Tecumseh:  accepts  John- 
ston's surrender,  123n;  disrupts  rail  com- 
munication, 248;  his  advance  resisted  by 
Johnston  and  Robertson,  95n;  his  advance 
unchecked,  236;  his  march  pictured,  288; 
his  military  strategy,  briefly  discussed,  171n- 
172n,  and  carried  out,  287;  his  peace  terms 
discussed,  302-303,  302n-303n;  pictured,  301; 
references  to  his  actions  during  final  days  of 
war,  296,  298n-299n,  299,  300,  301,  302.  308, 
315;  references  to  his  march  through  Ga.and 
S.C,  137n,  171,  181,  193n,  195,  204,  207,  217, 
230,  231,  232,  240,  250-251,  256,  257.  271; 
references  to  his  progress  through  N.C, 
251n,  272,  274,  276,  280,  280n,  289,  291.  294, 
322n;  sketch  of,  171n-172n 

Shiloh:  Federal  defeat  there  averted  by  Grant, 
118n;  J.  F.  Gilmer's  injury  there,  noted, 
253n 

Shipp,  William  Marcus:  his  presence  in 
Raleigh  during  convention,  urged,  368; 
identified,  368n;  mentioned,  176 

Ships.  See  Ad- Vance;  Blockade,  blockade- 
runners;  Ironclads;  Merrimac  (Virginia); 
Tallahassee 

Shober,  Francis  E.,  58n 

Shoes  (for  Julia  Graham):  cost  of,  estimated, 
230;  to  be  purchased,  257.  See  also  Money, 
finance,  banking,  bonds 

Sigel,  Franz:  his  defeat  [New  Market]  ,  noted, 
113,  154n;  sketch  of,  113n 

Signal  corps,  of^Confederate  army:  its  service, 
explained,  142;  mentioned,  141n 

Simon,  Graham  Negro,  stays  on  after  emanci- 
pation, 360 
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Singleton.  James  Washington:  reports  con- 
ciliatory feeling  in  North  (Jan.,  1865).  226; 
sketch  of.226n 

Sinking  Fund:  its  commissioners  requested  to 
burn  its  bonds  after  inventory,  271 

Sissy.  See  Graham,  Susan 

Sister  Bettie.  See  Knox.  Elizabeth  Heritage 
Washington 

Sister  E.  See  Knox,  Elizabeth  Heritage  Wash- 
ington 

Sister  Violet.  See  Alexander,  Violet  Graham 

Sixteenth  N.C.  Troops,  with  Army  of  North- 
ern Va..  its  officers  sign  memorial.  264 

Sixty-eighth  N.C.  Regiment,  its  colonel  (1863) 
is  J.  W.  Hinton,  41n 

Sixty-first  N.C.  Regiment,  its  colonel  is  J.  D. 
RadclifTe.  7In 

Sixty-seventh  N.C.  Regiment:  its  personnel 
includes  C.  D.  Foy,  135n,  and  Joseph 
Graham,  7n 

Skinner,  Thomas  (Rev.),  supports  Holden, 
306n 

Slaves,  ex -slaves,  slavery:  abolition  of  slavery, 
228,  229,  244,  248,  326;  advice  of  J.  C.  Bar- 
nett  to  ex-slaves,  363,  376-379  (see  also 
Freedmen's  Bureau);  appeal  of  S.  F.  Phil- 
lips for  help  in  solving  race  problems,  367; 
arming  of  slaves,  discussed,  190,  210n,  211, 
227n,  233,  234,  239,  246,  272,  284  (see  also 
Benjamin,  Judah  Phillip);  names  of  Gra- 
ham slaves  include  Abe,  465,  Abram,  156, 
461,  Aleck  (Alex),  51,  108,  108n,  115,  157, 
219,  Alfred,  156,  465,  Amanda,  157,  Ann, 
157,  466,  Ben,  157,  Caesar,  157,  Caroline, 
157,  Charlie,  157,  Cladwood,  157,  Cuff,  459, 
Dan,  359,  Dave,  157,  296,  304,  304n,  310, 
Dick,  359,  Edmund  (Ed),  15,  Eliza  Dick, 
157,  Ephraim,  77,  Evelen,  360,  Fred,  339, 
George,  281,  Gilbert,  157,  Henderson,  157, 
291,  307.  311,  Hilliard,  339.  Isabella,  157, 
Jim,  157,  466,  Jo,  363,  364,  Johnston,  157. 
Julia  Ann,  157,  Juno,  359,  Kitty,  363,  Laura, 
157.  Leah.  156,  Lewis,  157,  Lizetta,  157, 
Lizzy,  156,  Louisa,  157,  Lydia,  459,  Margaret, 
157,  Maria  (Mariah),  157,  363,  Martha 
(Martha  Mason),  363,  364,  Mary,  157,  Mich- 
ael, 157,  Milly,  157,  Mima,  157,  Mose,  359. 
Nancy,  157,  Neil,  157,  Rhoda,  157,  Richard, 
157,  Sally,  157,  Sam  (Earhart  plantation), 
339,  359,  Sam  (R.  D.  Graham's  farm),  329, 
Sarah,  157,  Shepard,  157,  Simon.  360,  Tobe 
(Leeper  Place),  364,  Tom  (Leeper  Place), 
364;  need  for  supervision,  discussed,  21; 
North  Carolina  Slave  Code,  53n;  Phillips 
hires  Graham  slave,  291;  postwar  problems 
discussed,  309,  311-312,  329.  339.  342,  348, 
358,  359,  363-364.  367,  413.  459,  465.  466- 
467.  541;  reparation  for  slaves,  mentioned, 
350.  See  also  Negroes,  Plantation  affairs 

Sloan  [John]  ,  Captain:  is  in  Richmond,  212; 
mentioned,  245 


Sloan,  John  A.:   his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 

456;  identified,  456n 
Sloan,  William   (Dr.):  is  backed   by  Standard 

(1865),  450;  loses  in  congressional  race,  438- 

439,  439n;  sketch  of,  438n-439n 
Slocum,    Henry    Warner:    extracts    from    his 

speech  read  to  Constitutional  Convention 

of  1865,  389;  sketch  of,  389n 
Smith,  Capt.,  Union  soldier,  returns  Swain's 

horse,  307 
Smith,    Edmund    Kirby:    commands    depart- 
ment,    133;     mendoned,    40n,    50n,     154n; 

sketch  of,  133n 
Smith,  Francis  Lee:  appeals  to  president  on 

behalf  of  J.  Turner,  415;  sketch  of,  415n 
Smith,  John  B.:  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 

141-142;  idendfied,  141n 
Smith,  Larkin:  is  tithe  collector,  297;  sketch 

of,  297  n 
Smith,  R.  J.,  father  of  J.  B.  Smith,  141 
Smith,  Richard  Henry:  his  support  of  Worth 

(1865)  sought.  421;  sketch  of,  421n 
Smith,  Sidney:    identified,   35n;    urges  candi- 
dacy of  J.  N.  Patterson,  35 
Smith,  Thomas   McGehee  (Maj.):   his  death, 

noted,  139;  sketch  of,  139n 
Smith,  Mrs.  Thomas   McGehee   (Julia  Susan 

Alexander),    reference     to     her    husband's 

death,  139.  139n 
Smith,  William    ("Extra  Billy  "):    mentioned, 

137;  sketch  of,  137n 
Smith,  William   Alexander:   represents  John- 
ston   County    in    convention    (1865),    387; 

sketch  of.  387n 
Smith.  William  Nathan  Harrell:  his  letters  to 

W.  A.  Graham,  8-9,  439-441;  mentioned,  13, 

13n,  16,45,47;  sketch  of,  8n 
Smith,    Mrs.    William    Nathan    Harrell,    her 

illness,  mentioned,  440 
Smithfield,    incident    involving    church    and 

provisional  military  government,  cited,  367 
Smithville,  96 
Snider,  German  music  teacher  in  Richmond, 

211 
Snowball  fight,  in  camp,  described,  49 
Somerton,  42 
"Sons   of  Liberty"    [Knights    of   the   Golden 

Circle,    Order    of    American    Knights],    is 

peace  organization,  226n 
Sorrell,  Jacob,  209 

Southard,  [Samuel  Lewis] ,  allusion  to,  410 
South  Carolina,  its  constitution's  loyalty  oath, 

mentioned  by  Graham,  402-403 
South  Carolina  Railroad,  seized  by  Sherman, 

232.  See  also  Railroads,  communication 
Southern  Department,  its  coastal  defenses  in 

charge  of  R.  C.  Gadin,58n 
Southern  Home,    The,  edited  by  D.  H.  Hill, 

69n 
South  Lowell   mail  route,  discontinued,  141. 

See  also  Railroads,  communication 
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South  Mills,  41,  42 

South  Mountain:  participants  in  battle  there 
include  D.  H.  Hill,  69n,  O.  O.  Howard, 
413n,H.W.  Slocuni,389n 

South  Quay,  42 

Sparrow,  Thomas,  149n 

Specie  certificates,  issued,  135.  See  also  Money, 
finance,  banking,  bonds 

Speed,  James  (U.S.  Atty.  Gen.):  considers 
action  on  oath  of  office  dilemma,  320;  his 
handling  of  pardon  petitions,  noted,  395; 
intercedes  for  J.  Turner,  381,  382;  men- 
tioned, 381n,  446;  sketch  of,  320n 

Spelman,  John:  is  presumed  to  support  Vance, 
150;  sketch  of,  15 In 

Spencer,  Cornelia  Phillips,  31  n 

Spencer,  Jones:  identified,  420n;  supports 
Worth  (1865),  420 

Spirit  of  the  Age,  is  purchased  as  Conserva- 
tive organ, 169 

Spotsylvania  campaign:  losses  of  Grant  and 
Lee,  estimated,  105n;  participants  in  battle 
include  E.  C.  Brabble,  1 12n,  J.  Daniel,  109n, 
T.  M.  Garrett,  106n,  J.  M.  Hobson,  222n, 
J.  B.  Gordon,  107n,  R.  D.  Johnston,  185n, 
A.  M.Perrin,  112n 

Spottswood  Hotel,  in  Richmond,  211 

Stafford,  Leroy  Augustus:  is  reported  wound- 
ed, 92.  112;  mentioned,  106;  sketch  of,  106n 

Standard.  See  North  Carolina  Standard 

Stanly  (Stanley),  Edward  (Gov.):  mentioned, 
350;  sketch  of,  350n 

Stanton,  Edwin  McMaster:  is  purported  to 
be  abolition  leader,  216;  orders  Sherman's 
peace  offer  to  be  set  aside,  302n;  sketch  of, 
216n 

Starbuck,  Darius  Henry:  his  letter  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  4-6;  reference  to  letter  unfavorable 
to  Holden,  396,  396n;  sketch  of,  4n 

State  V.  Will,  B.  F.  Moore's  brief  for  this 
case,  mentioned,  33n 

Statesville,  295 

Stedman,  G.  Clifton:  accompanies  Governor 
Vance  on  political  tour  of  state,  33;  identi- 
fied, 33n 

Steele,  Frederick:  mentioned,  113;  sketch  of, 
113n-114n 

Stephens,  Alexander  Hamilton:  asks  Graham 
to  preside  temporarily  over  Senate,  228; 
concedes  that  Lincoln  tried  to  discuss  re- 
construction at  Hampton  Roads,  237;  his 
disagreement  with  Davis,  reconciled,  225; 
his  opposition  to  reconstruction,  mention- 
ed, 375;  his  speech  urging  deliberation  be- 
fore secession,  65n;  is  derided  by  S.  F.  Phil- 
lips, 237;  mentioned.  101  n,  120,  231,  323. 
375;  refuses  to  make  public  addresses.  235; 
serves  as  commissioner  to  Hampton  Roads 
conference,  7n,  82n,  224,  227,  232;  sketch 
of,  65n 

Steve,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157 


Stevens,  Thaddeus:  mentioned,  470;  proposes 
Committee  of  Thirteen,  470 

Stevenson,  John  W.,  344n 

Stewart,  A.  H.  H.  See  Stuart  (Stewart), 
Alexander  Hugh  Holmes 

Stewart,  Alexander  Peter  ("Old  Straight  "): 
his  promotion,  noted,  155;  sketch  of,  155n 

Stewart,  L.  L.:  identified,  386n;  wins  over 
Merrimon  (1865),  386 

Stokes  County,  384,  386 

Stoneman,  George:  reference  to  his  raid,  312; 
sketch  of,  312n 

Stone  Mountain,  reference  to  Sheridan's  ac- 
tion there,  18  In 

Stony  Creek,  end  of  train  line,  155,  180n,  285. 
See  also  Railroatls,  communication 

Story,  Joseph:  cited  as  authority,  326;  sketch 
of,  326n 

Stout,  Thomas  D.,  deserter,  escapes,  165,  165n 

Strange,  Robert,  Jr.:  mentioned,  146,  199; 
sketch  of,  146n 

Strayhorn,  Mr.,  90 

Strayhorn,  Calvin,  fires  at  outlaw,  278 

Strudwick,  Edmund  Charles  Fox  (Dr.):  men- 
tioned, 7n,  473;  sketch  of,  473n 

Stuart  (Stewart),  Alexander  Hugh  Holmes: 
his  letter  to  New  York  Times,  427-438;  is 
candidate  for  Congress,  426;  sketch  of,  426n 

Stuart  (Stewart),  James  Ewell  Brown  (Jeb): 
commands  at  First  Manassas,  92n;  his  criti- 
cism of  Robertson  at  Gettysburg,  men- 
tioned, 94n;  is  succeeded  by  W.  Hampton, 
177n;  mentioned,  177,  177n,  277n;  recom- 
mends promotion  of  R.  Barringer,  98-99; 
references  to  his  injury  and  death,  107, 
112.  1 15;  sketch  of,  107n 

Stubbs,  Jess  R.:  his  election  to  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  (1865),  noted,  460n;  men- 
tioned, 460;  sketch  of,  415n-416n;  supports 
Worth,  415,  420 

Sudie  (Susan  Graham),  44,  81,  123,  139,  328 

Suffolk,  skirmish  there,  described,  43-44 

Sumner,  Charles:  a  founder  of  Free  Soil  party, 
325n;  his  leadership  of  radical  faction,  sug- 
gested, 324-325;  mentioned,  470,  471;  sketch 
of,  325  n 

Sumter,  references  to  its  fall,  106n,  154n 

Supplies,  wartime:  Charlotte  sends  supplies 
to  army,  17;  Chesnutt  investigates  com- 
plaints, 278-279;  clothing  and  supplies  of 
N.C.  troops  borne  by  state,  discussed,  56-57, 
143-144;  High  Shoals  Iron  Works  produces 
nails  and  plows,  138n;  problems  of  provid- 
ing food,  discussed,  41,  50,  184,  189,  192, 
193,222 

Surgery  for  Field  and  Hospital,  by  Dr.  Ed- 
ward Warren,  used  by  Confederate  doctors, 
32n 

Swain  (Swayne),  David  Lowry:  brief  discus- 
sion of  his  removal  from  UNC  presidency, 
32  In;     comments     on     General     Assembly 
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(April,  1865),  292;  denies  discussing  Holden, 
424;  discusses  Confederate  currency,  62-63; 
has  Wheeler's  documents,  469;  heads,  with 
Phillips,  Orange  County  faction,  243;  helps 
draft  resolutions  (1865),  249n;  his  actions 
as  commissioner,  reviewed,  298n-299n;  his 
communications  with  Hedrick  mentioned, 
393;  his  election  predicted,  368;  intercedes 
for  Ruffin  and  Cameron,  352,  362;  is  grant- 
ed safe  conduct  by  Sherman,  299;  is 
granted  permission  to  meet  with  Johnston, 
302;  is  offered  Senate  seat,  19;  is  reported 
to  favor  continuation  of  war  (Feb.,  1865), 
244;  is  urged  to  seek  Senate  seat,  6;  letters 
from,  61-63,  83-86,  191,  247-250,  285-286, 
292-293,  306-309,  318-320,  320-325,  394-396. 
423-425;  letters  to,  6,  191-192,  194-195,  202- 
204,  224-227,  228-229,  233-236,  252-254,  283- 
284,  288-290,  294-297,  310-312,  314-315,  345- 
347,  412-414,  446;  mentioned,  31n,  186,  362n, 
369,  390;  opposes  presidential  reconstruc- 
tion, 305n-306n;  pictured,  61;  references  to 
his  letters,  237,  238,  295n,  328;  requests 
interview  with  Sherman,  298;  suggests  meet- 
ing of  Vance  with  ex-governors,  292 

Swain,  Mrs.  David  Lowry  (Eleanor),  63,  66, 
162,204,315 

Swain,  Eleanor  (daughter  of  David  L.  Swain). 
See  Atkins,  Mrs.  Smith  Dykins 

Swann,  W.  M.:  his  quarrel  with  Daniel  L. 
Russell,  provokes  assault,  95n-96n,  96 

Swayne,  Gov.  See  Swain 

Sycamore  Street  (Petersburg),  damaged  slight- 
ly (Sept.,  1864),  176 


T 


Tallahassee,  its  captain  is  John  Taylor  Wood, 
273n 

Tammany  Hall,  its  activity  under  Fernando 
Wood,  discussed,  238n 

Tarboro,69,  70,  75,  310 

Tariff  Act  of  1857,  is  authored  by  R.  M.  T. 
Hunter,  81n 

Tax  (Confederate  and  N.C.):  legislation, 
reference  to,  135;  problems  in  Ashe  and 
Watauga  counties,  analyzed  (1864),  132; 
problems  in  collecting,  mentioned,  116; 
slave  and  real  estate  tax,  protested,  125; 
tax  on  real  estate  and  currency  (1864),  dis- 
cussed, 63,  84-85,  104-105,  173;  tythe  on 
agricultural  products,  discussed,  297 

Taylor,  C,  is  sent  to  Tarboro,  69 

Taylor,  J.,  is  hospitalized  at  Plymouth,  69-70 

Taylor,  James  E.,  288 

Taylor,  Zachary,  92n 

Telegraph  service,  reference  to,  276.  See  also 
Railroads,  communication 

Tennessee:  hostile  group  from  that  state, 
enters  N.C.,  causing  skirmish,  151n;  or- 
ganizes   state    government     and    abolishes 


slavery,  248;  references  to  campaign  there, 
92n,  207,  241;  Tennessee  troops  sent  to 
Charlotte,  256 

Tenth  N.C.  Regiment,  one  of  its  lieutenants 
is  Joseph  H.  Payne,  83n 

Tenth  Ohio  Regiment,  its  Company  D  com- 
manded by  Lt.  Bradley,  guards  university 
campus  after  Union  occupation  of  Chapel 
Hill,  308 

Test  Oath:  explained  by  A.  H.  H.  Stuart, 
427-438;  Graham's  letter  on  oath,  397-411 
(reference  to  publication,  438);  is  discussed 
by  W.  N.  H.  Smith,  440-441;  its  effect  on 
elected  and  appointed  offices,  409,  435,  451; 
oath  administered  to  officeholders  in  South, 
copy  of,  319 

Third  District,  Meade's  governorship  of,  in 
Reconstruction,  noted,  122n 

Thirteenth  Amendment,  328 

Thirteenth  N.C.  Regiment,  with  Army  of 
Northern  Va.,  its  officers  listed  as  signers 
of  memorial  to  Graham,  264 

Thirtieth  N.C.  Regiment,  its  captain  is 
Eugene  Grissom,  349n 

Thirty-eighth  N.C.  Regiment,  with  Army  of 
Northern  Va.,  its  officers  listed  as  signers 
of  memorial  to  Graham,  264 

Thirty-first  N.C.  Regiment,  35n 

Thirty-fourth  N.C.  Regiment:  its  colonel  is 
Collett  Leventhorpe,  141n;  its  officers  serv- 
ing with  Army  of  Northern  Va.,  listed  as 
signers  of  memorial  to  Graham,  264-265 

Thirty-ninth  Congress  (U.S.),  does  not  seat 
delegates  from  secession  states,  388n 

Thirty-seventh  N.C.  Regiment,  with  Army  of 
Northern  Va.,  its  officers  listed  as  signers  of 
memorial  to  Graham,  265-267 

Thirty-sixth  (Second  Artillery)  N.C.  Regi- 
ment, one  of  its  lieutenants  is  Thomas  C. 
Fuller,  103n 

Thirty-third  N.C.  Regiment:  its  officers  in- 
clude C.  M.  Avery,  112n,  W.  F.  Avery,  107n, 
R.  F.  Hoke,  7 In,  J.  G.  Rencher,  107n;  its 
officers  serving  with  Army  of  Northern  Va., 
listed  as  signers  of  memorial  to  Graham, 
265 

Thomas,  118 

Thomas,  George  Henry,  defeats  John  Bell 
Hood's  forces  in  Battle  of  Nashville,  200n 

Thomas,  Samuel  (Brig.  Gen.),  reports  on 
Sherman's  orders,  315;  sketch  of,  315n 

Thompson,  Jacob:  is  suspected  of  participat- 
ing in  Lincoln  assassination  plot,  323; 
sketch  of,  323n 

Thompson,  Lewis:  his  election  assured,  368; 
mentioned,  388,  388n;  sketch  of,  368n 

Thompson,  Walter:  brings  letter  and  sup- 
plies, 178,  182,  275;  sketch  of,  178n 

Tithes,  collected  by  Larkin  Smith,  297n.  See 
also  Tax  (Confederate  and  N.C.) 

Tobe,  Negro  on  Leeper  Plantation,  364 
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Tom,  slave  of  W.  A.  Graham,  157,  364 

Toombs,  Robert  A.,  10 In 

Torrance,  Mrs.,  her  plantation  near  Rural 
Hill,  mentioned,  21 

Trains,  transport  wounded  men,  124.  See  also 
Railroads  and  communication 

Trans-Mississippi  Department,  commanded 
byE.  K.Smith,  133n 

Transylvania  County,  goes  for  Holden,  442 

Treasury  Dept.  of  N.C.,  its  action  on  Con- 
federate bonds,  discussed,  55-57.  See  also 
Money,  finance,  banking,  bonds 

Treatise  on  the  Imw  of  Sale  of  Public  Prop- 
erty, by  Judah  P.  Benjamin,  132n 

Trenholm,  George  A.:  brief  sketch  of,  226n; 
his  capture  and  imprisonment,  noted,  226n; 
his  knowledge  of  treasury  deficit,  ques- 
tioned, 215;  his  negotiations  with  J.  Worth, 
mentioned,  242;  promises  draft  to  pay  N.C. 
debt  (March,  1865),  271;  urges  tax  increase 
(1865),  226 

Troops,  number  of,  provided  by  N.C,  quoted, 
66.  See  also  North  Carolina  regiments, 
special  brigades,  companies 

Troy,  Mr.,  81 

Tucker,  Beverly,  415n 

Tucker,  Henry  St.  George  (Judge),  8 In,  121  n 

Tula,  depot  there,  reference  to,  106 

Turner,  Josiah  ("Bat"):  accompanies  Swain 
to  Washington,  394;  advocates  calling  Va. 
legislature,  296;  discusses  Holden's  action  in 
pardon  cases,  367;  has  conference  with  A. 
Johnson,  461;  his  election  to  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  (1865),  noted,  460n;  his 
letters  to  W.  A.  Graham,  351-352,  366-367, 
367-368,  369,  381-382;  is  candidate  for  Con- 
gress, 397;  is  presumed  to  support  Holden, 
149;  mentioned,  104n,  174,  245,  359,  387, 
392,  395,  412,  415,  460;  pictured,  351;  refer- 
ences to  his  pardon,  390,  447-448;  sketch  of, 
149n-150n;  speaks  on  current  problems, 
396;  telegram  from,  369 

Turrentine,  J.  A.,  signs  open  letter  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  353 

Twelfth  N.C.  Regiment,  its  lieutenant  colonel 
is  Edward  Cantwell ,  53n 

Twenty-eighth  N.C.  Troops,  with  Army  of 
Northern  Va.,  its  officers  listed  as  signers  of 
memorial  to  Graham,  265 

Twenty-fifth  N.C.  Regiment,  its  colonel  is 
Henry  Middleton  Rutledge,  72n 

Twenty-first  N.C.  Regiment:  its  officers  in- 
clude R.  F.  Hoke,  7 In,  and  J.  M.  Leach, 
150n 

Twenty-fourth  N.C.  Regiment:  is  in  Matt 
Ransom's  Brigade,  112n;  is  led  by  J.  A. 
Early,  153n;  its  officers  include  W.  J.  Clarke, 
72n,0.  C.Cooke,  252n,  J.  L.  Harris,  166n 

Twenty-second  N.C.  Regiment,  with  Army  of 
Northern  Va.,  its  officers  listed  as  signers  of 
memorial  to  Graham,  264 


Twenty-seventh  N.C.  Regiment:  is  in  Cooke's 
Brigade,  60n;  its  Co.  G.  is  the  Orange 
Guards,  91  n;  its  camp  is  near  Petersburg, 
219;  its  personnel  includes  J.  R.  Cooke, 
60n,  140n,  W.  J.  Dickson,  231n,  J.  A.  Gil- 
mer, 140n,  James  A.  Graham,  38n,  D.  C. 
Parks,  184n,  D.  C.  Paul,  91n,  J.  A.  Sloan, 
456n,  W.  A.  Thompson,  178n 

Twenty-sixth  N.C.  Regiment,  elects  Vance  as 
its  colonel.  In 

Twenty-third  N.C.  Regiment,  one  of  its  offi- 
cers is  Robert  D.  Johnston,  185n 

Tyler,  John:  is  replaced  in  Confederate  Con- 
gress by  James  Lyons,  138n;  is  supported  by 
W.  C.  Rives,  23n 


U 


Union  Democrat,  Union  Whig,  Unionist: 
Union  Democrat,  is  choice  of  Reade,  24; 
Union  Whig  philosophy  is  supported  by 
G.  Davis,  In,  J.  T.  Leach,  3n,  S.  F.  Phillips, 
31n,  D.  H.  Starbuck,  4n,  E.  Warren,  32n; 
Unionist  and  peace  movement  is  supported 
by  Holden  during  war  (see  also  Peace  Move- 
ment), 33n 

United  States  Court  of  Private  Land  Claims, 
103n 

United  States  Hospital  at  Petersburg,  refer- 
ence to, 304 

United  Sates  volunteers,  93n 

Unity  Church,  pastored  by  R.  H.  Morrison, 
68  n 

University  of  N.C.  (Chapel.  Hill):  effect  of 
military  bill  on  it,  deplored,  63;  enrollment 
(Oct.,  1864),  discussed,  185-186;  exemption 
of  students  discussed,  203,  204,  227;  living 
expenses  of  student,  listed,  442;  presidency 
of  D.  L.  Swain,  briefly  discussed,  6n-7n; 
references  to  its  financial  problems,  83,  314, 
325,  362;  trustees'  meeting  called,  191 

Unsted  (Umsted?),  Graham  overseer(?),  274 


V 


Vallandigham  (Vallandingham),  Clement  L., 
217n, 322, 392 

"Vallandigham  of  the  South  '  (epithet  applied 
toH.S.Voote).217n 

Valley  campaign.  See  Shenandoah  Valley 

Valley  Star,  is  edited  by  John  Letcher,  320n 

Van  Bakelyn,Mr.,  124 

Van  Buren,  Martin,  his  subtreasury  scheme, 
disapproved  by  W.  C.  Rives,  23n 

Vance,  Harriet  Espy  (Mrs.  Zebulon  B.  Vance): 
her  illness  mentioned,  380;  sketch  of,  380n 

Vance,  Zebulon  Baird:  appoints  Graham  and 
Swain  to  meet  with  Sherman,  298;  asks  for 
Graham's  advice,  36;  calls  council  meeting, 
286;  defeats  Clark,  293n;  Graham's  defense 
of  Vance  supported  by  Leach,  316;  his  com- 
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pliment  to  Graham,  quoted,  25n;  his  con- 
ference with  Graham  (April,  1865),  review- 
ed, 294-295;  his  election  discussed,  160-161; 
his  failure  to  return  to  Raleigh,  questioned, 
308,  309;  his  handling  of  Russell-Whiting 
affair,  discussed,  96n,  97,  98,  110,  128;  his 
part  in  negotiations  with  Sherman  re- 
counted, 289n-299n;  his  postwar  plans,  sug- 
gested, 380,  426,  426n;  his  removal  from 
governor's  office,  deemed  likely,  306;  his 
Senate  term,  completed  by  Jarvis,  420n;  his 
victory  over  Holden  (1864),  predicted,  46; 
is  falsely  accused  by  Holden,  3n;  is  held  in 
Carrol  Prison,  311,  320,  380;  is  opposed  by 
Daily  Progress,  148;  is  reluctant  to  convene 
General  Assembly,  296;  is  suggested  as  con- 
gressman, 448;  is  urged  to  deal  forcefully 
with  peace  advocates,  160;  letters  and  tele- 
grams from,  1,  36,  57-58,  105,  302;  letters 
and  telegrams  to.  45  (quoted),  116-118,  195- 
197.  205-207,  227,  231-233,  380-381,  412n 
(quoted);  mentioned,  17n,  57n,  63n.  77,  96, 
148n,  149n.  151n,  156,  193n,  368;  offers 
Senate  appointment  to  Graham,  1;  orders 
carriage  for  J.  Davis,  302;  outlines  peace 
terms  agreed  on  by  Johnston  and  Sherman, 
302-303;  pictured,  2;  proposes  to  resume 
governor's  role,  310;  sketch  of.  In;  specula- 
tion on  his  views  of  peace  movement,  18; 
summons  Graham  to  Greensboro.  310;  sur- 
renders Raleigh  to  Sherman,  299;  telegraphs 
for  Graham,  298;  urges  continuation  of  war 
effort,  247,  252-253;  urges  Graham  to  pub- 
licize views,  58 

Vanderbilt,  Cornelius,  99n 

Venable,  Abraham  Watkins:  mentioned,  346, 
419;  sketch  of,  346n 

Vickers,  W.  G.  (Dr.),  receives  Durham  Station 
vote  for  state  senator,  466 

Vicksburg,  mention  of  its  fall,  96n,  1 14n,  1 18n, 
146n 

Virginia,  allusion  to  duel  oath  required  to  be 
taken  by  her  public  officials,  404 

Virginia  Assembly,  its  actions  disapproved  by 
Alexander  Rives,  218 

Virginia  campaign  (1864  and  1865),  participa- 
tion of  Duncan  K.  McRae  in,  noted.  48n 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  department  of, 
71n 

Virginia  Eighth   Regiment,  led   at  Mansassas 
by  Hunton,  89n 

Virginia  Military   Institute,  its  cadets  win  at 
New  Market,  113,  113n 


W 


Waddell,  Alfred   Moore:   his   letter   to  W.   A. 

Graham,  443;  sketch  of,  443n 
Wadesboro,  is  on  Sherman's  route,  272 
Wadsworth,  James  Samuel   (Gen.):   his  death 

reported,  93;  sketch  of,  93n 


Wake  County  Committee,  appeals  for  exemp- 
tion of  shoemaker,  208 

Walcutt,  Charles  Carroll:  is  ordered  to  get 
horses  for  commissioners,  300,  301;  sketch 
of,  300n-301n 

Walker,  Richard  Wilde:  is  pardoned,  346; 
sketch  of,  346n 

Walker,  W.  H.  See  Walker,  William  S.  (Gen.) 

Walker,  William  Henry  Talbot,  122.  122n 

Walker.  William  S.  (W.  H.,  Gen.):  his  ex- 
change is  sought,  130;  is  wounded  and  cap- 
tured, 124,  185,  185n;  mentioned,  122; 
sketch  of,  122n 

Walkup,  Samuel  H.:  his  victory  in  congres- 
sional race  (1865),  analyzed,  449-450;  refer- 
ence to  his  campaign,  439;  sketch  of,  439n 

Wallace,  A.  M.:  is  instructed  by  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, 257;  reports  on  postwar  conditions  on 
Graham  plantation,  329,  358,  362-364; 
sketch  of,  257n 

Wallen,  Jesse:  identified,  442n;  mentioned, 
442 

Walthall  Junction:  headquarters  of  D.  H. 
Hill,  102;  mentioned,  109,  132,  145,  147, 

War  of  the  Rebellion:  Official  Records  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  Armies,  compiled 
by  L.  L.  Lomax,  183n 

War  of  the  Rebellion,  The,  by  H.  S.  Foote, 
24n 

Ware  Bottom  Church,  injury  of  Robert  W. 
Belo  there,  noted,  120n 

Warren,  Mr.  (Edward  Jenner  ?),  writes  about 
Russell-Whiting  affair,  128 

Warren.  Edward  (Dr.):  mentioned.  387;  re- 
ports favorably  on  Vance  speeches.  33; 
sketchof,31n-32n 

Warren,  Edward  Jenner:  his  position  on 
Vance,  not  publicized,  149;  sketch  of,  149n 

Warren,  William  Christian  (Dr.).  31n 

Warren  County,  predicted  to  support  Worth 
(1865).  420 

Warren's  Neck,  68.  72.  73 

Washington,  George  Lawrence:  his  brigade's 
action  at  Petersburg,  noted,  167;  is  aide-de- 
camp to  Hoke,  179,  184;  mentioned,  124, 
130,  156,  164;  sketch  of,  124n 

Washington,  John,  father-in-law  of  William 
A.  Graham,  12n 

Washington,  John  Cobb:  goes  to  New  York, 
325;  is  imprisoned  at  New  Bern,  311;  men- 
tioned, 312;  sketch  of,  3l2n 

Washington,  Julia  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Alexander 
Clement  Blount),  312n 

Washington  (D.C.):  is  almost  captured  by 
J.  Early.  153n;  mentioned.  381,  391,  412. 
443,  459,  469;  N.C.  groups  consult  with 
Johnston  about  appointment  of  governor, 
305;  Swain  goes  there  to  intercede  for 
friends,  362 

Washington  Mounted  Rifles,  commanded  by 
W.  E.Jones,  92n 
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Washington  (N.C.).  73.  81,  193 

Washington  Peace  Conference  of  1861,  is  at- 
tended by  D.  M.  Barringer,  98n,  G.  Davis, 
In,  J.  M.  Morehead,  222n,  J.  L.  Orr,  lOln. 
J.  A.  Seddon.  8n,  J.  S.  Wadsworth,  93n 

Watauga  County,  its  tax  situation,  discussed, 
132 

Watchman,  edited  by  Charles  Force  Deems, 
99n 

Watson,  John  William  Clark  (Judge):  his  son 
is  killed,  136;  sketch  of,  136n 

Watson,  Jones:  mentioned,  36n,  249;  opposes 
S.  F.  Phillips,  361;  participates  in  Chapel 
Hill  meeting,  361n;  sketch  of,  36n 

Watson,  Lorenzo:  identified,  278n;  is  involved 
in  Orange  County  incident,  278 

Watson,  Wesley:  identified,  278n;  shoots  Cal- 
vin Strayhorn,  278 

Waynesboro,  Va.,  Custer  disperses  Early's 
troops  there,  154n 

Wayt,  Dr.,  mention  of  his  home  in  Charlotte, 
447 

Webb,  Mr.,  reports  theft  of  hogs,  466 

Webb,  Dr.,  father  of  Henry  Webb,   187 

Webb,  Henry,  187 

Webb,  Joseph  C.  (Maj.):  brief  sketch  of,  91  n; 
references  to  his  injury,  91,  107,  115,  123, 
124 

Webb,  T.,  138,  139 

Webb  &  Kaime,  real  estate  firm  in  St.  Louis, 
365 

Webster,  Daniel:  allusion  to,  410;  his  states- 
manship cited,  248;  his  whiggish  influence 
on  E.  J.  Warren,  noted,  149n;  mentioned, 
93n 

Webster,  Noah,  cited  as  outstanding  advo- 
cate, 300n 

Weekly  Confederate.  See  Confederate  (week- 
ly, Raleigh) 

Weisman,  Joseph:  his  letter  to  William  A. 
Graham,  344;  identified,  344n 

Weldon:  is  held  by  Yankees,  164;  mail  is 
stopped  there  (July,  1864),  155;  mentioned, 
80,  114,  163,439 

Weldon-Petersburg  Railroad:  is  vital  link  in 
Confederacy,  13n;  references  to  its  defense, 
121n, 141n. 163,  165n, 171 

Wessels,  Henry  Walton:  his  exchange  pro- 
posed, 130;  mentioned,  77;  sketch  of,  77n 

Western  and  Atlantic  Company,  its  presidency 
assumed  by  J.  E.  Brown,  65n 

Western  Department,  of  Union  forces,  com- 
manded briefly  by  David  Hunter,  154n 

West  Point,  reference  to  Swain's  trip  there, 
321 

West  Virginia:  abolishes  slavery,  248;  admis- 
sion to  Union,  noted,  255;  Pierpont's  work 
for  its  organization,  briefly  noted,  398n 

Wheeler,  John  Hill,  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Gra 
ham,   469;    opposes    presidential    plans    for 
reconstruction,  306n;  sketch  of,  469n 


Wheeler,  Joseph  ("Fighting  Joe"):  references 
to  Wheeler's  Cavalry,  276,  286,  300,  307; 
sketch  of,  276n-277n 

Wheeler,  William  H.:  his  letter  to  William  A. 
Graham,  4-6;  sketch  of,  4n 

Whig,  the  Richmond  paper,  135 

Whig  party:  Clay  faction  of  party  supported 
by  D.  G.  Fowle.  34n-35n,  E.  J.  Hale,  16n, 
B.  F.  Moore,  33n.  J.  G.  Ramsay,  150n,  Z.  B. 
Vance,  In;  effect  of  Graham's  candidacy  on 
party,  noted,  416;  supporters  of  party  in- 
clude W.  H.  Battle,  249n,  N.  Boyden,  58n, 
P.  R.  Cleburne,  210n,  A.  Dockery,  416n, 
R.  S.  Donnell,  llOn,  B.  S.  Gaither,  lOln, 
J.  A.  Gilmer,  45n,  B.  H.  Hill,  190n,  R.  M.  T. 
Hunter,  81n,  J.  Kerr,  151n,  G.  Little,  63n, 
H.  Marshall,  55n,  J.  Pool,  202n,  M.  W. 
Ransom,  70n,  M.  Masten,  4n,  E.  G.  Reade, 
17n,  W.  C.  Rives,  23n,  W.  N.  H.  Smith,  8n, 
J.  Turner,  149n,  Z.  B.  Vance,  In,  R.  W. 
Walker,  346n,  J.  Worth,  34n 

Whitaker,J.H.,209 

"White  Emigration  to  the  South,"  Cabell  let- 
ter from  New   York  Tribune,  370-374 

White  Oak  Swamp,  injury  of  Meade  there, 
mentioned,  122n 

White's  Store,  point  on  march,  41 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C.  (Gen.,  "Little  Billy"): 
commands  at  Petersburg,  114;  commands 
Military  District  of  Wilmington,  77n;  copy 
of  his  orders  to  D.  L.  Russell,  Jr.,  97-98; 
handles  problems  related  to  Negro  workers 
in  Wilmington,  59;  his  action  in  Russell 
case,  reviewed,  96n;  his  leadership  at  Drew- 
ry's  Bluff,  discussed,  130,  !30n;  is  offered 
promotion,  134;  sketch  of,  59n 

Whitted,  Thomas  B.  (Tom):  identified,  91  n; 
mentioned,  48.  91,  109,  111,  124 

Whittlesey,  Eliphalet:  brief  sketch  of,  339n; 
witnesses  signature  of  contract  with  freed- 
m en, 338 

Wigfall,  Louis  Trezevant:  mentioned,  lOln; 
sketch  of,  101n-102n 

Wiggins,  Mason  L.:  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, 10;  his  support  for  Worth  (1865), 
sought,  421;  identified,  lOn 

Wiggins,  Solomon,  209 

Wilbur,  is  exchange  prisoner,  246 

Wilderness,  Battle  of  the:  is  anticipated,  91; 
is  fought  by  Lee's  army,  128;  its  location, 
defined,  105;  losses  estimated,  105n;  men- 
fioned,  120,  166n,  185;  participants  named 
include  R.  W.  Anderson,  93n,  C.  M.  Avery, 
112n,  J.  R.  Cooke  (Cooke's  Brigade).  60n. 
J.  Daniel.  109n.  W.  Mahone.  166n.  M.  Jen- 
kins. 92n.  J.  Pegram,  40n,  A.  M.  Perrin, 
112n,  L.  A.  Stafford,  92n,  J.  S.  Wadsworth, 
93n 

Wiley,  Calvin  Henderson:  his  letters  to  W.  A. 
Graham,    365-366,    383-384;    pictured,    366; 
sketch  of,  365n;   supports  Graham's   candi 
dacy, 366 
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Wilkerson  (Wilkinson),  Morton  Smith:  pro- 
motes theory  of  Lincoln  assassination  plot, 
322;  sketch  of,  322n-323n 

Wilkes,  John:  his  case  cited  by  Graham  in 
argument  against  Test  Oath,  407;  reference 
to  his  letter,  438;  sketch  of,  407n 

Wilkesboro,  Vance's  speech  there,  discussed, 
31-32 

Wilkins,  W.  P.,  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Graham, 
135-136 

Wilkinson,  Harris:  identified,  69n;  is  injured 
and  hospitalized,  69-70 

Wilkinson,  Morton  Smith.  See  Wilkerson 

Willard's  Hotel,  Washington,  459,  460 

Willey,  Henry:  sketch  of,  420n;  supports 
Worth,  420 

Williamsburg,  a  brigade  there,  led  by  Micah 
Jenkins,  92n 

Williamston,  71 

Willie.  See  Graham,  William  A.,  Jr.,  357 

Willis,  Graham  slave  hired  to  J.  M.  Park,  157 

Wilmington:  is  kept  open  by  Fort  Fisher, 
226n;  its  fortifications  are  inspected  by 
Beauregard,  187;  mentioned,  141n,  416, 
418,  443;  Schofield's  presence  near,  is  re- 
ported. 256;  Whiting's  request  for  duty 
there,  noted,  130n;  will  be  postwar  home 
of  Vance,  is  rumored,  426 

Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad:  is  devel- 
oped by  Robert  R.  Bridgers,  138n;  men- 
tioned, 4 16n 

Wilmington  Messenger,  edited  by  Theodore 
B.  Bryant,  104n 

Wilmington  Military  Academy,  its  superin- 
tendent is  James  Dillard  Radcliffe,  7 In 

Wilson,  Alexander:  his  letter  to  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, 9;  identified,  9n;  references  to  his 
school,  9n,  167,382 

Wilson,  Charles  R.  (Lt.):  brief  sketch  of,  69n; 
is  wounded,  69;  mentioned,  165,  171 

Wilson,  Mrs.  M.,  her  plantation  near  Rural 
Hill,  mentioned,  21 

Wilson,  N.  W.  (Rev.):  serves  on  committee 
advocating  continuance  of  war,  249;  sketch 
of,  249n 

Wilson,  Peter  A.:  his  letter  to  William  A. 
Graham,  4-6;  identified,  4n 

Winborne  (Winburne),  Robert  Henry:  sketch 
of,  420n;  supports  Worth,  420 

Winchester,  Va.:  reference  to  Jubal  Early's 
defeat  there,  154n 

Winder  Hospital,  109 

Winston,  Patrick  Henry:  his  letters  to  W.  A. 
Graham,  415-416,  420-421;  mentioned,  115, 
368,  383,  385;  reports  Vance  speeches,  33; 
sketch  of,  33n 

Winston  Electric  Light  and  Motive  Company, 
4n 

Wise,  Henry  Alexander  (Gen.,  Gov.):  his 
brigade  suffers  losses,  121;  his  troops  oppose 
Butler,    139;    refers   to  Adams's  speech   on 


slavery,  347;  sketch  of,  121n-122n 
Witherspoon,  Elizabeth  Isabella,  256n 
Witherspoon,    Mary    Sophia    (Mrs.    Charles 

Denslow  Dickey),  341n,  342 
Witherspoon,  Robert  Sidney  (Dr.):  identified, 

341n;  mentioned,  341 
Witherspoon,  S.,  his  estate  settled,  192 
Witherspoon,  Sophia  Graham:   her  letter   to 

W.  A.  Graham,  340-343;  sketch  of,  340n 
Witherspoon,  John  Ramsey  (Dr.),  340n 
Witherspoon,  Thomas  Franklin  (Capt.),  iden- 
tified, 341n;  mentioned,  341 
Wolfe,  J.  M.,  hires  Graham  slave,  157 
Wood,  Fernando:  mentioned,  237,  392;  sketch 

of,  237n-238n 
Wood,  John  Taylor:  his  note  to  W.  A.  Gra- 
ham, 273;  sketch  of,  273n 
Woodbury,  [Levi  ?],  allusion  to,  410 
Woods,  John  D.,  brief  sketch  of,   182n;  men- 
tioned, 182 
Wooten,  Allen  W.,  352n 
Wooten,JohnC.,352n 
Wooten,  Richard,  352n 
Wooten,    (Allen    W.,    John    C,    or    Richard 

Wooten),  352 
Worth,  Jonathan:  announces  plan  to  con- 
vene General  Assembly  (1866),  475;  carries 
letter  from  Vance  to  Schofield,  310;  com- 
ments of  Graham  about  him,  423,  446; 
discusses  fiscal  problems  of  N.C.,  143-144, 
242-243;  favors  suspension  of  Standard,  34; 
his  letter  from  W.  A.  Graham,  467-468;  his 
letters  to  W.  A.  Graham,  55-57,  115-116, 
143-144,  241-243,  271-272,  419,  463-464,  475; 
mentioned,  156,  306n,  310n,  346,  368n,  394, 
426,  444;  pictured,  56;  references  to  Worth- 
Holden  campaign  for  governor  (1865),  33n, 
34n,  368,  383,  384,  389,  393,  396,  413,  416, 
419,  420,  421,  438,  439-440,  441,  445n,  446, 
449-450;  sends  certificates  of  election  to 
J.  Pool  and  W.  A.  Graham,  464;  sketch  of, 
34n;  urges  Vance  to  call  council  meeting, 
36 
Wright,  [Joseph  Albert  ?] ,  allusion  to,  410 
Wright,  William  A.:  identified,  384n;  is  sug- 
gested as  endorser  of  Worth,  384 
Writ  of  habeas  corpus.  See  Habeas  corpus, 
writ  of 


Yadkin  County,  deserters  there,  156 

Yale,  405 

Yarborough  House  (Yarbro's),  388 

Yellow  Tavern,  is  site  of  J.  E.  B.  Stuart's 
mortal  injury,  107n 

York  (York  District),  S.C:  references  to  Gra- 
ham's farm  there,  19,  257n,  362.  See  also 
Plantation  affairs  (Graham  plantations) 

Yorktown,  J.  B.  Hood's  participation  in  bat- 
tle, noted,  133n 
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Dr.  Max  Ray  Williams,  in  editing  the  sixth  volume 
of  The  Papers  of  William  Alexander  Graham,  con- 
tinues an  eight-volume  project  begun  and  outlined 
by  the  late  J.  G.  de  Roulhac  Hamilton,  who  edited 
the  first  four  volumes  of  this  series.  After  Dr. 
Hamilton's  death  in  1961,  a  uniquely  qualified  suc- 
cessor was  found  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Williams, 
whose  particular  interests  are  in  nineteenth-century 
political  history,  Jacksonian  Democracy,  the  Civil 
War,  and  Reconstruction.  Beginning  with  his  doctoral 
dissertation,  "William  A.  Graham,  North  Carolina 
Whig  Leader,  1804-1849,"  the  current  editor  of  the 
Graham  series  has  continued  to  do  extensive  research 
on  William  A.  Graham.  Four  articles  have  been 
published  by  the  North  Carolina  Historical  Review. 

A  native  of  High  Point,  North  Carolina,  Max 
Williams  received  his  B.A.  degree  from  Duke  Uni- 
versity; his  M.A.  and  Ph.D.  degrees  were  awarded 
him  by  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel 
Hill.  He  was  the  recipient  of  a  Cooperative  Fellow- 
ship in  the  Humanities  offered  jointly  by  Duke  Uni- 
versity and  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill.  Dr.  Williams  served  on  active  duty  with 
the  United  States  Navy  during  the  years  1955-1957. 

By  profession  a  university  teacher.  Dr.  Williams 
has  been  a  member  of  the  faculty  at  Western  Caro- 
lina University  at  Cullowhee  since  1958  (with  an 
interim  from  1960  to  1964).  During  this  time  he  has 
served  in  various  capacities,  including  those  of  pro- 
fessor of  history,  assistant  dean,  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  History,  and  chairman  of  the  Division  of 
Social  Sciences.  He  is  listed  in  the  Directory  of 
American  Scholars  and  as  an  Outstanding  Educator 
of  America  for  the  year  1971.  A  seventh  volume  in 
the  Graham  series  is  being  prepared  for  publication, 
a^^i  a  biography  of  William  A.  Graham  is  being 
v/iritten  by  the  editor  of  the  Graham  Papers. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Williams,  the  former  Sarah  Clyde 
Johnson,  also  of  High  Point,  have  three  children  and 
have  established  their  home  on  a  small  farm  near 
Cullowhee. 
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